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PREFACE. 

The  circumstances  whicli  led  to  the  compilation  of  the 
present  volume  are  within  the  knowledge  of  many  Avho 
will  peruse  its  pages,  but  are  too  flattering  to  the  author 
to  be  left  without  a  memorial. 

On  June  U)th,  181)3,  soon  after  the  publication  of  the 
"Annals  of  the  Eighteenth  Centur^'^,"  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  of  literary  tastes  were  pleased  to  confer 
a  probably  unexampled  honour  on  a  writer  of  local  histor3^ 
It  would  be  unseemly  to  reproduce  any  of  the  eulogistic 
remarks  that  were  made  at  the  complimentary  dinner 
given  at  the  Victoria  Rooms.  And  the  grateful  feelings 
whicli  the  entin^.  proceedings  inspired,  and  continue  to 
inspire,  must  ])&  left  unrecorded.  The  subject  is  referred 
to  as  furnishing  the  compiler's  best  plea  against  a  reason- 
able criticism : — 

Supertluous  lags  tlie  veteran  on  tlie  staj^e. 

The  chairman  of  the  gathering,  Mr.  Alderman  Fox,  was 

kind  enough  to  observe  that  the  annals  of  the  city  during 

nearly  two  centuries  had  been  so  satisfactorily''  ck'alt  with 

that  ho  and  others  conlil  not  lielp  cdierishing  a  ho])e  that 

their  guest  would  brace  himself    to  a  further  effort,  and 

take  up  the  events  of  the  Seventeenth  Century,  so  full  of 

interest  to  Bristolians,     Such  a  desire,  afterwards  re-echoed 

\1        by  other   gentlemen,   it  woukl    have    been    ungrateful    to 

^^        evade.      During  the  long  process  of  compilation,  further 

^"  ^'     encouragement   was   received    from    many   quarters ;    and 

1.-.C         within  the  last  few  weeks  the  -support  and   sympathy  of 

Vi  a  large  body  of  friends  have  been  tendered  with  a  muni- 

"^"^A        ficence   that  leaves    the  writer  helpless   to  offer  adequate 

\         acknowledgments. 

When  Mr.  Seyer  undertook  the  local  history  of  the 
Seventeenth  Century,  upwards  of  ninety  years  ago,  he  was 
refused  access  to  the  most  important  source  of  information 
— the  records  of  the  Corporation.  Most  of  the  State  Papers 
of  the  period  were  not  arranged,  and  scanty  facilities  were 
offered  for  inspecting  what  could  be  seen ;   the  collections 


o 
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in  tlie  British  Museum  were,  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
present  day,  insignificant ;  while  vast  stores  of  manuscripts 
now  available  were  then  practically  unknown.  The  author 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Bristol  was  consequently  com]:)ello(l  to 
base  his  narrative  on  the  printed  pamphlets  of  the  time, 
often  strongly  tinctured  with  party  spirit,'  and  on  the 
casual  jottings  of  a  few  local  chroniclers,  frequently  at 
variance  in  their  facts  and  dates,  often  ignoring  the  most 
important  events  of  their  time,  and,  as  Mr.  Se3''er  was  fain 
to  confess,  generally  untrustworthy.  Later  compilers  were 
more  favourably  situated,  but  the  pressing  engagements  of 
their  professional  life  left  them  little  leisure  for  compre- 
hensive research,  aud  some  valuable  mines  of  information 
were  left  unexplored. 

Tlie  object  of  the  joresent  volume  is  to  give  tlie  history  of 
the  century,  not  by  reproducing  the  im])erfect  statements 
of  books  already  in  print,  but  by  extracting  the  marrow  of 
official  records  and  cuntomj)urary  documents  of  unquestion- 
able authenticity,  but  hitherto  for   the   most   ])art   unexa- 
mined.    The  ai'chives  of  the  CorpDration  have  jn'oduced  a 
vast  mass  of  material  throwing  a  vivid  light  on  the  habits, 
feelings,  passions,  and   trials  of   the   community  during   a 
very  ev'entful   ])eriod.      K(]ually  valual)le  matter  has  been 
disinterred  from  the  voluminous  State  Papers  in  the  Record 
Office   and    from   the   minutes    of    the   Pj-ivy   Council ;    for 
although  the  city  suffered  grievousl  v,  and  ahnost  constantly, 
from   the   medtllfsome   dictation   and    unjust    burdtuis    and 
restraints  of  successive  Govenimonts,   the   astonishing  ex- 
tent of  this  suffering  is  now  for   the    iirst    time   diselosed. 
Snpi>lenit'utary  facts  of  great  nu)ment  have  been  oljtaincd 
from  tlu^  immense  treasures  of  the  British  ]\'useum  and  the 
Bodleian  Libiary,  from  the  numberless  letters  and  jjapers 
recently  brought  to  light   by  tlie    Historical  Manuscripts 
Commission,  and  from  the  large  collections  of  local  anti- 
quaries that  have  been  generously  made  available.     Some- 
thing also  has   been   gleaned    from   the  numerous  Bristol 
manuscripts  acquired   of  late  years    by   the  Museum   and 
Reference  Libraiy,  the  records  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
the  minutes  of  the  parochial  vestries,  and  the  local  wills  at 
Somerset  House.     The  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  all 
this  accumulation  of  resources  has  been  to  compress  it  into 
a  moderate  compass  whilst   setting    out   all   the   essential 
facts    and  preserving  as  far  as  possible  the  language  and 
spirit  of  the  writers.     The  results  must  be  left  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  reader. 
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As  cliscre2)aiicie.s  will  be  observed  in  the  spelling  of 
certain  surnames,  it  may  be  explained  that  when  the  ortho- 
/^raphy  differed  in  two  documents  of  equal  authority  it  has 
l.)e(ni  often  impossible  to  determine  the  accurate  form. 
Indifference  to  precision  on  the  subject  was  carried  so  far 
that  some  leading  citizens  wavered  in  the  spelling  of  their 
own  names.  Aldei'man  (xonning  often  signed  "  (loninge," 
Chamberlain  Pitt  sometimes  preferred  '  Pytt,"  the  unfor- 
tunate son  of  Alderman  Butcher  seems  to  have  adopted 
*■  Bowcher,"  and  almost  at  the  end  of  the  centur}^  Sir  John 
Diiddleston  is  found  sj^elling  his  name  "  Dudelstone." 

The  compiler  has  to  return  grateful  thanks  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Privy  Council  for  permitting  a  lengthened  search  of 
the  records  in  his  custod}^,  and  to  Mr.  Tremayne  Lane,  the 
City  Treasurer,  Avhose  courtesy,  though  severely  taxed  for 
many  months,  was  unfaltering  throughout.  Many  inter- 
esting contributions  have  been  gathered  from  the  extensive 
rtlfjre  of  Bristol  manuscripts  and  books  in  the  librar}'  of 
Alderman  Fox,  whose  hospitality  has  been  as  generous  as 
his  clieoring  sympathy.  The  fine  local  collections  of  the 
late  i\rr.  Sholto  Hare  and  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Weare,  of  AVeston- 
super-Mare,  have. also  proved  fruitful,  and  great  assistance 
was  rendered  by  a  much-lamented  friend,  the  late  ]\lr. 
William  George.  Acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  the 
J^!V.  \i.  L.  Murchison,  vicar  of  St.  Niclutjas,  the  church- 
wardens of  viirious  j)arislies,  Mr.  AV.  W.  Jlughes,  C!)ii])tcr 
(Mrrk,  Mr.  J.  K.  Pritchard,  F.S.A.,  Mr.  Alfiv,d  K.  llnthl, 
F.S.A,,  Mr.  J.  J.  Sim])Son,  Clerk  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
Bi)or,  Mr.  .11.  II.  Bowles,  and  th-"  K'.'v.  A.  E.  Beaven,  of 
Preston. 

TnrcLAWNY  Place, 
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In  despite  of  the  splendour  of  tlie  national  history  during 
the  later  years  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  there  are  many  indica- 
tions that,  at  the  opening  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
commerce  and  industry  of  Bristol  were  passing  through  a 
.period  of  depression.  The  series  of  victories  that  followed 
the  destruction  of  the  Armada  and  broke  the  power  of 
Spain,  though  ultimately  promoting  a  great  development  of 
foreign  trade,  gravely  affected  a  port  whose  prosperity  had 
been  long  based  on  its  extensive  transactions  with  the 
Peninsula.  In  a  petition  to  the  Crown  forwarded  by  the 
Corporation  in  1595,  it  was  stated  that,  before  the  quarrel 
with  Philip  II.,  some  thirty  "tall"  barks  belonging  to 
Bristolians  were  engaged  in  this  traffic,  but  that,  through 
the  war,  this  fleet  had  been  reduced  to  "  eight  or  ten  small 
ships,"  and  the  owners  and  meri'hants  were  "  undone."  A 
hirgo  business  had  also  been  carried  on  with  Ireland,  but  in 
lljOC)  the  island  had  been  in  revolt  for  several  years,  and 
commerce  was  at  an  end.  In  the  Middle  Ages  the  shipping 
of  Bristol  had  been  very  little  inferior  in  number  to  that  of 
London.  But  when  the  Government  were  making  prepara- 
tions to  resist  the  Armada,  and  obtained  returns  from  each 
port  as  to  the  strength  of  the  mercantile  marine,  London 
was  found  to  have  62  ships  exceeding  100  tons  burden  and 
23  of  between  80  and  100  tons,  while  the  three  "Western 
ports  of  Bristol,  Bridgwater  and  Minehead  put  together 
could  muster  only  nine  vessels  of  the  larger  and  one  of  the 
smaller  class.  The  decline  had  been  much  aggravated  by 
the  impolitic  policy  of  the  Crown,  which  had  diverted  foreign 
trade  into  the  hands  of  confederacies  in  the  capital  by  the 
concession  of  chartered  monopolies.  The  Muscovy  Company 
debarred  all  outside  their   pale  from  traffic  with   Eussia  ; 

B 


2  THE   ANNALS   OF    BRISTOL  [IGOO 

the  Eastland  Company  enjoyed  exclusive  dealings  with  the 
Baltic  ;  the  Levant  Company  permitted  no  private  competi- 
tion in  Turkey,  Greece  and  Asia  Minor,  -yvhile  the  East . 
India  Company  were  supreme  in  China  and  Hindostan. 
Hemmed  in  by  so  many  barriers,  the  IMerchant  Venturers  of 
Bristol,  who  had  previously  been  flourishing,  had  alloAved 
their  privileges  to  lapse,  and  many  members  were  driven  to 
seek  for  admission  into  the  Spanish  Company  of  London  to 
preserve  the  little  business  that  remained  to  them.  Other 
causes  led  to  the  decline  of  the  once  prosperous  clothing  trade 
of  the  city.  The  quality  of  west-country  wool  is  said  to  have 
deteriorated  after  the  inclosure  of  the  commons,  butjDerhaps 
the  main  cause  of  decay  was  the  fondness  of  Elizabeth  and 
her  gay  courtiers  for  the  light  and  gaudy  mercery  produced 
in  distant  looms.  The  Government,  again,  insisted  upon 
"regulating"  domestic  industries,  more  to  the  injury  than 
the  benefit  of  those  concerned.  In  1601  the  Statute  of 
Apprentices,  fixing  the  number  to  be  employed  by  each 
master,  the  rate  of  wages,  and  the  hours  of  work,  and  de- 
barring men  from  exercising  any  trade  to  which  they  had 
not  been  bound  for  seven  years,  was  made  more  stringent ; 
whilst  a  system  of  granting  "monopolies,"  by  which  the 
right  cf  making  and  selling  a  number  of  articles  of  the  first 
necessity  was  established  for  the  benefit  of  royal  nominees, 
who  sold  their  rights  to  the  highest  bidder,  inflicted  much 
injury  on  the  public  at  large.  From  these  and  other  causes, 
the  price  of  commodities  had  greatly  increased;  but  the 
profits  were  enjoyed  by  a  limited  class,  whilst  wages,  as  re- 
presented by  the  cost  of  necessaries,  had  largely  diminished, 
and  the  working  community, as  a  consequence,were  in  a  much 
worse  condition  than  they  had  been  in  a  '^.entury  earlier. 
To  take  a  single  illustration,  the  price  of  sugar  had  been 
raised  through  a  monopoly  from  the  old  rate  of  fourpence 
to  half  a  crown  per  pound,  a  sum  equal  to  an  artisan's  wages 
for  two  days  and  a  half.  The  consequences  of  such  a  i)olicy 
were  seen  in  the  demoralizing  Poor  Law  Act  of  1601. 

English  labour  being  chiefly  devoted  to  agriculture,  the 
population  of  even  the  most  important  provincial  towns 
was,  as  compared  with  the  present  time,  exceedingly  small. 
AVeston-super-Mare  is  a  mere  village  in  modern  eyes,  yet 
its  inhabitants  are  more  numerous  than  any  English  city 
could  boast  of  in  1600,  with,  the  sole  exception  of  London. 
The  population  of  Bristol,  one  of  the  largest  centres,  has 
been  estimated  at  15,000,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  figures  are  in  excess  of  the  truth.     Except  a  handful  of 
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merchants,  whose  wealth  was  probably  inferior  to  that  of 
tiie  Oanynges,  Shipwards  and  Stnrmys  of  an  earlier  age,  but 
who  nevertheless  lived  in  mansions  regarded  as  sumptuous, 
the  citizens  dwelt  in  small  timber-framed  houses,  generally 
of  two  stories  and  a  garret,  having  their  gables  projecting 
over  the  street.  Many  of  these  have  been  swept  away 
within  living  memory,  but  a  typical  specimen  still  stands  in 
Temple  Street  (No.  115),  bearing  the  date  of  1587  upon  its 
■door-jamb.  The  general  aspect  of  the  town,  apart  from  the 
•church  towers,  must  have  been  that  of  a  mass  of  cottages, 
crushed  together  in  dark,  narrow  and  ill-paved  thorough- 
fares, of  which  the  Maryleport  Street  of  forty  years  ago 
was  a  much-improved  type.  In  these  defiles,  the  inliabi- 
tants,  mostly  of  humble  means,  toiled  at  their  respective 
trades,  trafficking  in  little  but  the  common  necessaries 
•of  life.  The  insanitary  condition  of  the  community  is 
tsufficiently  proved  by  the  repeated  ravages  of  tlie  Plague  to 
be  noted  hereafter.  The  average  brevity  of  life  is  attested 
by  the  wills  enrolled  at  the  Council  House,  numerous 
testators  speaking  of  their  offspring  as  infants,  and  antici- 
2jating  a  posthumous  addition  to  the  family.  Of  comfort  in 
the  modern  sense  tliere  are  few  indications.  The  thatched 
liovels  of  the  working  classes,  and  even  of  petty  traders, 
were  destitute  of  glass  windows — always  .specifically  men- 
tioned, when  in  existence,  in  the  conveyance  of  a  house  ; 
the  floors  of  the  living  rooms  were  of  stone,  generally 
covered  with  soddened  rushes ;  the  ceilings  were  of  open  rafters ; 
whilst  the  furniture  embraced  little  more  than  a  table  and 
n  ft>w  wooden  stools,  Uniclu^s  and  trunlcs.  Dinner  was 
served  upcjn  wooden  trenchers,  unsupplied  with  forks  ;  the 
only  attainable  sweetening  compound  was  honey,  and, 
except  in  plentiful  seasons,  household  bread  was  made  of 
Ibarley,  with  which  pease  were  mingled  in  times  of  dearth. 
Soap  was  so  dear  that  the  clothes  of  the  poor  were  cleansed 
by  the  help  of  most  unsavoury  materials.  In  a  word,  tlie 
.sordid  and  squalid  surroundings  of  the  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion would  be  offensive  in  the  present  age  to  the  poorest 
agricultural  labourer.  Evidences  of  rude  well-being  Avere, 
•of  course,  visible  in  the  houses  of  prosperous  tradesmen,  who 
arrayed  themselves  in  stately  "gowns,"  and  whose  wills 
record  the  possession  of  jewellery,  valuable  pieces  of  plate, 
a  dinner-service  of  pewter,  and  a  plentiful  stock  of  linen, 
•  cushions  and  bed-curtains  ;  but  chairs  were  a  rare  luxury, 
and  the  only  "  carpet "  was  a  covering  for  the  parlour  table. 
A  handsome  pair  of  andirons,  to  arrange  the  wooden  fuel  of 
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the  family  hearth,  and  a  "great  brass  pan,"  for  cooking  or 
brewing  purposes,  are  frequently  bequeathed  with  amusing 
solemnity ;  but  of  books,  pictures,  or  household  ornaments 
of  any  kind  there  is  an  eloquent  and  universal  silence. 

The  difference  between  the  Bristol  of  Elizabeth  and  that 
of  Victoria  is  perhaps  most  strikingly  exhibited  in  the 
habits  of  social  life.  From  the  time  when  the  burgesses 
had  purchased  from  Edward  III.  a  coiicession  of  municipal 
privileges,  amounting  practically  to  self-government,  free 
from  the  interference  and  exactions  of  the  county  sheriffs, 
and  other  roj'-al  officials,  the  object  of  the  leading  townsmen 
was  to  defend  those  franchises  from  attack  by  a  consolidation 
of  the  community  into  a  united  whole  and  by  a  rigorous 
exclusion  of  interloping  strangers.  That  such  an  arrange- 
ment could  not  be  thoroughly  carried  out  without  some 
sacrifice  of  individual  freedom  of  action  was  clearly  regarded 
as  immaterial.  As  a  member  of  one  great  family,  every  one 
was  expected  to  give  up  some  amount  of  personal  liberty 
for  the  general  good.  All  being  presumed  to  earn  their 
living  by  industry,  the  mass  was  sulxlivided  into  industrial 
companies,  in  which  every  man  was  required  to  take  his. 
place  according  to  his  avocation.  A  youth  was  at  liberty 
to  choose  his  calling,  but  a  choice  once  made  was  irrevocable  ; 
after  a  long  apprenticeship  he  was  bound  to  enter  into  hit> 
special  fraternit}^  to  obey  its  regulations,  and  to  support  it 
by  his  services.  The  laws  of  the  various  confederacies  were 
ordained  by  the  Corporation,  which  rigorously  forbade  the 
encroachment  of  one  company  on  another.  No  shopkeeper 
could  deal  in  goods  made  by  men  of  other  trades.  No  car- 
penter could  work  as  a  joiner.  No  butcher  could  sell  cooked 
meat.  No  victualler  could  bake  bread  for  sa^e.  No  one  but. 
a  butcher  could  slaughter  even  a  pig.  Besides  an  infinity 
of  such  restrictions,  the  hours  of  work,  the  rate  of  wages,, 
and  the  number  of  journeymen  employed  by  a  master  were 
peremptorily  fixed  ;  articles  made  by  suburban  craftsmen 
and  brought  in  for  sale  were  liable  to  confiscation  ;  and  the 
introduction  of  "  foreigner "  from  the  rural  districts  tO' 
work  as  journeymen  was  interdicted  under  heavy  penalties. 
The  attempt  of  any  stranger  to  intrude  into  the  city  with, 
the  view  of  establishiug  a  business  without  the  consent  of 
the  authorities  was  an  unpardonable  enormity,  punished  by 
speedy  ejection.  Perhaps  the  most  striking  outcome  of  the 
ancient  principles  ruling  urban  life  was  the  right  of  super-- 
vision  claimed  by  the  Corporation  over  the  family  and 
property  of  deceased  burgesses.     The  Mayor  was  recognised. 
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as  the  "  Father"  of  all  the  orphans  in  the  city.  On  the 
<Ieath  of  the  head  of  a  family,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  man's 
executors  to  deposit  his  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  chief 
magistrate  and  his  assistants,  who  undertook  to  administer 
the  estate  until  the  offspring  came  of  age,  and  in  the  mean- 
time to  provide  for  their  education  and  training.  Some 
resistance  having  been  made  against  these  powers,  the  Privy 
Council,  in  1589,  in  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  expressing  warm 
approval  of  the  custom,  gave  emphatic  orders  for  its  main- 
tenance, and  authorized  the  commitment  of  refractory 
executors  to  gaol,  "  there  to  remain  until  they  effectually 
submit."  No  effort,  in  short,  was  spared  to  maintain 
the  solidarity  of  the  community ;  and  though  in  practice 
it  must  have  been  impossible  to  carry  out  the  system  in  its 
integrity,  that  end  was  always  as  far  as  possible  kept  in 
view,  and  met  with  general  approval.  It  will  be  found  in 
subsequent  pages  that  this  old-world  idea  of  town  life, 
intolerable  as  it  seems  to  modern  eyes,  had  undergone  no 
sensilile  relaxation  (except  as  regards  orphans)  at  the  end 
of  the  seventeentli  century. 

Little  is  recorded  in  reference  to  the  popular  sports  and 
amusements  of  the  time.  They  were  doubtless  of  the  rough 
and  often  barbarous  character  common  to  the  country  at 
large,  dog-tossing,  cock-fighting,  bull-baiting,  duck-hunting, 
and  cudgel-playing  being  especially  in  favour.  Alderman 
AVhitson,  we  are  told,  "  kept  his  hawks,"  and  hawking 
could  be  enjoyed  by  numerous  spectators.  The  Queen,  who 
maintained  some  bears,  and  a  pack  of  hounds  to  bait  them, 
jiUowed  them  to  travel  from  town  to  town  for  "  entertain- 
ments "  ;  and  ''  Harry  the  bearward  "  was  always  welcomed, 
and  rewarded  by  the  Corporation.  Many  tim  'S  a  year  the 
civic  dignitaries  were  enlivened  by  companies  of  peripatetic 
comedians,  the  party  called  the  Queen's  players  being  fre- 
<j[uent  visitors.  In  John  Hort's  mayoralty,  1599-160(3,  six 
bands  of  actors,  described  respectively  as  the  players  of 
Lord  Howard,  Lord  IMorley,  Lord  Pembroke,  the  Earl  of 
Huntinofdon,  Lord  Chandos  and  Lord  Cromwell,  received 
<lonations  from  the  civic  purse  for  their  personations,  though 
.in  two  cases  the  gift  was  limited  to  ten  shillings.  It  may  be 
assumed  that  the  entertainment  given  before  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation  on  each  occasion  was  followed  b^'-  others  for 
the  inhabitants  generally.  It  would  be  needless  to  refer 
further  to  indoor  amusements  but  for  the  then  rudimentary 
growth  of  a  habit  that  was  fated  to  enlist  millions  of 
devotees,    to   overspread    the   world,    and    to    yield   to   the 
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Government  of  Queen  Victoria  a  revenue  twenty-fold 
greater  than  the  total  income  of  Elizabeth.  How  earl}^  the 
smoking  of  tobacco  had  made  its  ^  ay  to  Bristol  is  shown  by 
a  document  dated  October  9th,  1593,  only  about  eight  years 
after  tobacco  had  been  first  landed  in  England,  and  still 
nearer  to  the  time  at  which  Sir  AValter  Raleigh  had 
astonished  the  villagers  of  Iron  Acton  by  "l)lowing  a  cloud"" 
in  the  garden  of  Sir-  Robert  Poyntz.  Iii  a  letter  to  Mayors 
and  justices  in  the  Western  counties,  the  Lord  Admiral 
Howard  stated  that  he  had  been  informed  by  Thomas  Aid- 
worth,  of  Bristol,  merchant,  that  a  vessel  partly  belonging 
to  him  had  been  carried  off  by  lewd  mariners,  who  sold  her 
to  others,  and  that  the  buyers,  naming  lier  the  Tobacco  Pipe,^ 
had  sent  'her  to  sea  as  a  privateer,  and  had  had  the  good 
luck  to  take  an  Indian  prize,  Avhich  the  justices  were 
ordered  to  seize,  together  with  the  stolen  ship,  and  deliver 
both  to  Aid  worth.  The  Wiltshire  antiquary,  Aubrey,  who 
gathered  information  on  the  subject  from  aged  yeomen 
whose  memories  extended  to  the  reign  of  James  I.,  states 
that  the  pipes  first  used  by  the  middle  classes  were  made  of 
a  walnut-shell  and  a  straw,  but  that  a  silver  pipe  was  used 
by  the  geiitr}^,  who  passed  itroundfrom  man  to  man  during 
an  after-dinner  carouse.  The  manufacture  of  ordinary  clay 
pipes,  however,  began  in  Bi'istol  at  a  very  earl}^  date,  and 
employed  mau}^  workmen.  The  bowls  were  at  first  little 
larger  than  a  lady's  thimble.  The  price  of  tobacco  was  then 
very  high.  Aubrey  asserts  that  it  sold  for  its  weight 
in  silver,  and  that  when  yeomen  went  to  Malmesbury  or 
Chi])ponhnni  market  "they culled  out  their  biggest  shillings 
to  lay  in  the  scales  against  the  tobacco." 

A  "more  remarkable  characteristic  of  the  dosing  years  of 
Elizabeth's  reign  must  be  briefly  pointed  out — namely,  the 
steady  growth  of  Puritanism  in  all  classes  of  societ}',  and 
especially  amongst  the  urban  population.  The  sanguinar}^ 
measures  employed  b}^  the  Spanish  and  French  Govern- 
ments to  extirpate  Protestantism  on  the  Continent,  their 
])romotion  of  reactionary  plots  against  tlie  life  of  the  Queen, 
and  the  avowed  design  of  Philip  II.  to  force  Romanism 
upon  the  English  people  by  dint  of  conquest  and  the  In- 
quisition, excited  a  passionate  religious  fervour  throughout 
the  country,  which  by  no  means  subsided  when  the  peril  to 
national  liberty  had  passed  away.  At  a  time  when  litera- 
ture was  practically  non-existent  as  regarded  the  great  bulk 
of  the  nation,  when  political  discussion  in  large  gatherings 
had  not  been  invented,  and  when  a  newspaper  had  not  been 
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even  dreamt  of,  the  j)ulpit  was  the  only  institution  by 
which  the  popular  enthusiasm  could  be  enlightened, 
directed  and  sustained.  As  Avas  perhaps  natural  under  the 
circumstances,  preachers  based  their  discourses  on  the 
suii'erings  and  triumphs  of  the  Hebrews,  begirt  with 
implacable  heathen  foes  ;  and  the  zeal  and  eloquence  of  the 
clergy  imparted  a  moral  and  religious  impulse  upon  their 
hearers  which  spread  in  every  direction,  and  had  a  profound 
effect  on  the  temper  and  character  of  the  people.  The 
Queen's  treatment  of  these  phenomena  displayed  little  of 
her  customary  tact,  and  had  deplorable  results.  The 
Puritans  of  her  time  bore  no  hostility  to  the  Established 
Church,  and  would  have  been  conciliated  by  slight  relaxa- 
tions of  the  liturgy,  some  abatement  of  ritual,  freedom  to 
abstain  from  a  few  "  superstitious  usages,"  such  as  bowing 
and  kneeling,  and  a  moderate  restriction  of  episcopal 
autocracy.  To  such  requests,  approved  by  a  great  number 
of  clergymen,  the  Queen  angrily  retorted  by  the  institution 
of  a  permanent  Ecclesiastical  Commission,  which  forbade 
religious  services  and  lecturing  except  in  church,  insisted 
on  absolute  comj^liance  with  the  ritual,  on  pain  of  banish- 
ment, and  punished  trivial  infractions  of  the  Act  of 
UniforiUity  with  relentless  severity.  The  effect  of  the 
spiritual  tyranny  thus  wielded  by  the  bishops  was  to  rouse 
the  indignation  of  those  who  sympathised  with  the  sufferers, 
to  raise  uj)  a  crowd  of  malcontents,  and  to  extend  and  deepen 
the  demands  for  greater  liberty.  It  will  be  seen  in  later 
pages  that  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  who  had  submitted  to 
Elizabeth's  intolerance  in  consideration  for  her  age  and  her 
glorious  career,  became  profoundly  stirred  after  her  death 
by  the  religious  currents  of  the  time,  and  th.it  their  attach- 
ment to  Puritanism  rapidly  increased  during  the  imbecile 
rule  of  James  I. 


During  the  rule  of  the  Tudors,  when  usurpations  on  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  arbitrary  taxation,  and  forced  loans 
were  of  frequent  occurrence,  it  was  but  natural  that  a  com- 
munity like  that  of  Bristol  should  endeavour  to  protect 
itself  by  securing  a  powerful  "  friend  at  Court."  Henr}^ 
the  Eighth's  terrible  minister,  Thomas  Cromwell,  was 
doubtless  appointed  Eecorder,  with  what  was  then  deemed 
a  handsome  salary,  for  this  especial  purpose.  After  his  fall, 
the  Corporation  ingeniously  invented  the  more  dignified 
office  of  Lord  High  Steward,  in  order  to  confer  it  upon  the 
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King's  brother-in-law,  afterwards  known  as  the  Protector 
Somerset.  A  few  years  later,  when  tlie  Earl  of  Leicester 
became  Queen  Elizabeth's  "  Sweet  Robin,"  he  was  speedily 
offered  the  same  tribute  of  adulation ;  and  after  his  disap- 
pearance from  the  scene,  the  office  was  conferred  on  her 
Majesty's  greatest  minister.  Lord  Burghley,  who  graciously 
received  £-1  per  annum  as  an  honorarium  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  His  portrait,  executed  by  the  Queen's  Sergeant 
Painter,  who  received  £3  for  the  work,  is  still  in  the 
Council  House.  On  his  death,  in  1598,  the  Corporation, 
satisfied  with  the  results  of  its  policy,  profferred  the  dig- 
nity to  Elizabeth's  last  favourite,  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and 
complimented  him  by  setting  up  a  costly  picture  of  his  arms 
in  their  place  of  meeting.  His  reckless  ambition,  however, 
soon  warned  the  Council  of  their  blunder,  and  in  IG(X), 
before  the  final  catastrophe,  they  sought  to  ingratiate 
themselves  with  a  new  patron,  the  Lord  Treasurer  Buck- 
hurst,  afterwards  Earl  of  Dorset,  by  sending  him  a  copious 
present  of  tlie  wine  for  which  the  city  Avas  already  famous. 
On  the  17tli  February,  1601,  immediately  after  the  execu- 
tion of  Essex,  the  Council  ordered  that  a  patent  of  the 
Lord  Stewardship,  ornamented  with  gold  and  silk  and  ac- 
companied with  "  the  accustomed  fee,"  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  Treasurer  "  with  all  convenient  speed."  The  Court 
limner  was  also  commissioned  to  paint  the  minister's  por- 
trait, which  is  still  to  be  seen.  As  will  be  shown  later  on, 
the  city's  need  of  an  influential  friend  at  the  seat  of 
government  became  more  urgent  than  ever  after  the  ac- 
cession of  the  Stewarts. 

Owing  to  the  enormous  price  of  foreign  iron,  by  which 
the  English  market  was  chiefly  sup})lied,  some  attempts 
were  made  at  this  period  to  produce  the  metal  from  local 
sources ;  but  as  smelting  could  be  effected  only  by  the  use 
of  charcoal,  the  enterprise  was  regarded  with  much  disap- 
proval. In  December,  1600,  the  Corporation  resolved  on  re- 
newing an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council,  made  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  for  the  suppression  of  the  "  iron  mills"  set  up 
at  Mangotsfield  by  Arthur  Player  and  others,  it  being 
alleged  that  the  extensive  destruction  of  the  woods  had 
raised  the  price  of  timber,  to  the  injury  of  "  poor  crafts- 
men." Another  mill  was  alleged  to  be  working  similar 
havoc  at  "Staunton"  (Stanton  Drew?).  The  reply  of  the 
Privy  Council  is  not  recorded. 

Some  references  in  the  corporate  minute-books  of  1600-1 
to  a  then  infant  institution.  Queen  Elizabeth's  Hospital, 
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cannot  be  fully  understood  without  a  brief  glance  at  tlie 
events  of  a  few  previous  years.     John  Carr,  the  founder  of 
the  school,  was  a  soapboiler,  having  works  in  Bristol  and 
at  Bow,  near  London,  and  had  acquired  great  wealth  by 
means   of  a    secret   process   of    manufacture.     He   died   in 
1586,   having  vested  his  estate   by  will  in  the   hands   pf 
trustees,  who  were  directed  to  sell  certain  portions  within 
three  years  for  the  payment  of  mortgages  and  debts,  and 
then  to  retain  the  profits  of  the  remainder  for  five  years 
more,    in    order  to  wipe  off  annuities  bequeathed   by    the 
testator    and   to  provide  a  surplus  stock.     This  being  ac- 
complished, a  hospital  was  to  be  established  for  the  main- 
tenance  and    tuition   of   boys   on    the    pattern   of  Christ's 
Hospital    in    London.     The    Corporation    were   appointed 
governors  of  the  projected  charity,  ]\lr.  Carr  expressing  a 
hope  that  they  would  provide  it  with  a  suitable  building. 
Under  the  founder's  scheme   the  hospital  would  not  have 
come  into  existence  until  1594  ;  but  the  Corporation  were 
unwilling   to   admit   this   delay.     Immediately    after  _  the 
death  of  Mr.  Carr,  they  began  to  make  advances  to  liqui- 
date  his   liabilities,    seeking   donations   for    this    purpose^ 
from    the   parish    vestries    and     private    persons,    induced 
creditors    to  release  sums  due  to  them,  and_  imposed  local 
taxes    on   lead    and    iron   in   aid  of    the   object    in    view. 
The  validity  of  the  will  was  disputed  by   Carr's    brother 
and    heir-at-law,    but  this  difficulty  was  also  surmounted 
by    surrendering   to   him   the    Woodspring  Priory   estate, 
remitting    a   debt   of    £666    which    he    owed    to    the    tes- 
tator, anil  making  him    a  gift   of  £1,('X\K  which  was   ad- 
vanced    by     tlie    Corporation.     Having    thus   cleared    the 
ground,    the    Common  Council,  in  March,  r)00,  less    than 
-four  years  after  Carr's  death,  obtained  a  charter  from  the 
Crown  for  the  foundation  of  "Queen  Elizabeth's  Hospital," 
as  it  was  styled  in  compliment  to  her  ]\lajesty  ;  the  letters 
patent    setting  forth  that  the  Corporation  had  "  bestowed 
and  laid  out  some  thousands  of  pounds  "  in  order  that  the 
founder's  intentions  should  be  "  more  quickly  hastened  and 
performed."     The    school   was    accordingly    opened    in    or 
about  September,  1590,  the  "  mansion  house  "  of  the  former 
monks   of  Gaunt's  Hospital  being  granted    to   it   by    the 
Council.     Some  charges,  however,  still  remained  on  Carr's 
estate,  while  the  Corporation  were  burdened  with  a  debt  of 
£3,800  borrowed  to  hasten  the  work ;  and  to  clear  off  these 
liabilities  portions  of  the  estate  were  sold  between  1592  and 
1596,  producing  over  £5,000.     The  financial  position  being 


10  THE    ANNALS    OP    BRISTOL  [1601 

afc  length  deemed  satisfactory,  Carr's  trustees,  in  June, 
1590,  transferred  the  estate  to  the  Corporation,  who  in  the 
following  year  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which 
settled  the  property,  together  with  the  "mansion  house," 
on  the  charity  for  ever,  and  apparently  precluded  further 
alienations  of  the  property.  Nevertheless,  in  September, 
IGOO,  the  Common  Council,  ignoring  their  former  profes- 
sions of  munificence,  appear  to  have  thought  themselves 
entitled  to  reclaim  the  money  they  had  "bestowed"  for 
hastening  Carr's  intentions,  a  resolution  being  passed  that 
so  much  of  the  school  lands  should  be  sold  as  would  satisfy 
"all  debts."  The  Corporation  were  then  the  only 
creditors  of  the  charity,  and  their  claim  was  set  down  at 
£4,000.  Accordingly^,  by  September,  1601,  sales  had  been 
effected  to  the  value  of  £3,856.  The  purchasers  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation  and  their  relatives  or  connections, 
and  it  is  significant  that,  in  violation  of  long-established 
custom,  two  aldermen  and  a  councillor,  who  acquired  a 
large  part  of  the  land,  were  not  described  by  their  titles  in 
the  conveyances.  Strange  to  say,  although  the  alleged 
liabilities  were  practically  discharged  by  these  alienations, 
a  memorandum  occurs  in  the  corporate  audit  book  of  1606, 
to  the  effect  that  the  charity  was  still  indebted  to  the 
civic  body  in  "  £3000  and  a  more  sum."  But  no  action 
was  taken  on  this  statement,  and  in  December,  1620,  the 
Council,  again  posing  as  great  benefactors,  ordered  that  the 
schoolboys  shoukl  wear  badges  distinguishing  the  patrons 
of  the  hospital — eight  of  which  were  to  be  in  memory  of 
Carr,  six  in  honour  of  the  Corporation,  ranking  the  civic 
liberality  as  little  less  than  that  of  the  founder,  and  ten  in 
commemoration  of  various  later  bequests.  A  further  re- 
ference to  the  management  of  the  institution  will  be  found' 
under  1700.  For  the  later  story  of  the  alleged  "  debt,"  re- 
ference must  be  made  to  the  Annals  of  the  Eighteenth  and 
Nineteenth  Centuries. 

The  ruinous  state  of  the  roads  leading  to  the  city  was  a 
chronic  grievance  throughout  the  century,  and  somewhat 
extraordinary  measures  were  sometimes  taken  in  the  vain 
liop6  of  remedying  the  evil.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
in  April,  1600,  it  was  ordered  that  every  inhabitant 
'•  scassed  "  (assessed)  for  raising  the  Queen's  subsidies  should 
pay  4:d.  in  the  pound  on  the  amount  at  which  he  was  rated. 
(The  burden  was  not  an  onerous  one,  for  only  a  few 
magnates  of  the  city  were  rated  at  so  much  as  £8.)  The 
proceeds  were  to  be  employed    towards  the  repair  of  the 
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"decayed"  liigliwaj'-s  in  tlie  city  suburbs;  and  every 
householder  exempt  from  the  subsidy  was  required,  when 
summoned,  to  personally  work  on  the  roads  for  one  day  of 
eight  hours  yearly,  providing  his  own  pickaxe  and  shovel. 
This  ordinance  was  re-enacted  in  1605,"  when  those  refusing 
to  pay  or  work  were  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  until  they 
submitted.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets  was  another  endless 
difficulty.  The  Corporation  appointed,  a  Eaker,  whose 
wages,  collected  from  householders,  were  fixed  at  ten 
shillings  a  week,  horse  hire  included.  Efficient  scavenging 
was,  of  course,  impossible  under  these  conditions,  and  as  if  to 
make  matters  worse,  many  of  the  inhabitants,  in  spite  of 
corporate  interdicts,  obstinately  threw  their  household  refuse 
into  streets  that  were  alwaj^s  rank  with  the  garbage  of  the 
open  markets.  Some  even  refused  to  contribute  towards 
the  B.aker's  humble  salary,  and  the  Council  were  compelled- 
to  order  in  1605  that  defaulters  should  be  committed  to  gaol 
till  the  money  was  forthcoming.  The  work  of  paving  the 
streets  was  thrown  upon  householders,  wlio  were  retpiired 
to  repair  the  pavement  in  front  of  their  premises,  as  far  as 
the  central  gutter  that  ran  along  each  thoroughfare. 
Shortly  before  tlie  beginning  of  the  century,  tlie  Corpora- 
tion munificently  rewarded  a  new  Pitcher  with  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings  "  for  taking  up  his  abode  here  until  he 
pitches  all  the  streets,  and  will  take  not  above  threehalf- 
pence  a  yard  to  do  his  work  Avell."  By  a  vote  of  May,  1602, 
the  Ma3^or  and  Aldermen  were  directed  to  set  this  official 
to  work  when  and  where  they  thought  fit,  and  his  charges 
were  ordered  to  be  levied  on  the  occupants  of  the  adjoining 
liouses,  who  were  to  be  imprisoned  in  default  of  paj'ment. 

The  Corporation,  at  the  period  under  review,  possessed  a 
singular  source  of  income — namely,  tlie  profits  arising  from 
the  issue  of  copper  tokens  called  farthings — -a  fact  that  has 
been  somewhat  overlooked  by  local  historians.  The  story 
of  Bristol  farthings  begins  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  previous 
century,  but  a  retrospective  glance  may  be  permitted  to 
show  the  extent  of  the  operations.  In  December,  1577,  the 
Corporation,  througli  their  Recorder,  Thomas  Hannani, 
represented  to  the  Privy  Council  that  great  abuses  had 
arisen  in  the  city  through  the  stamping  and  uttering  of 
farthing  tokens  by  innholders,  bakers,  brewers,  and  other  vic- 
tuallers, who  refused  to  receive  them  again  from  the  public, 
alleging  that  many  had  been  counterfeited;  for  remedy 
whereof,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  Recorder  recom- 
mended the  use  of  a  general  stamp,  by  which  he  meant  a  die 
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belonging  solely  to  the  Corporation.     The  Privy  Council,  to 
use  their  own  language,  *'  very  well  allow  this,  commend  the 
providence  of  the  citizens,   and   notify  their  contentment 
that  the  use  of  these  farthings  shall  continue,  provided  the 
quantity  do  not  exceed  the  [yearly]  value  of  £30,  and  that 
tliey  may  be  made  current  only  within  the  citJ^"     The 
first  issue  was  accordingly  made  in  1578,  when  the  Corpora- 
tion obtained  the  services  of  a  goldsmi'h,  who  provided  the 
metal   and   struck   the   pieces,   receiving  one  third  of  the 
nominal  value  for  his  trouble.     The  city  Chamberlain,  as 
the  treasurer  was   then  styled,   thereupon  got   rid  of   the 
tokens  at  their  full  value  by  paying  tiiem  as  wages  to  the 
corporate  workmen  and  others,  a  clear  profit  being  made  of 
£20.     A  similar  issue  was  made  in  1580,  in  1581,  and  in 
1583  (when  a  new  mould  cost  Gs.  8d.  extra),  and  probably 
in   1582    and    1584,    the   audit   books   of  which  years    are 
missing.     In  course  of  time  the  excessive  profit  derived  from 
the  tokens — a  shilling's  wortli  of  copper  producing  a  pound's 
worth  of  farthings — excited  the  cu})idity  of  knavish  persons, 
and  large  counterfeit  issues  made  their  appearance,  to  the 
serious  loss  of  the  community.     In  1587  one   Gallwey,   a 
butclier,  was  convicted  of  coining,  and  was  fined  £5;  but 
his  detection  failed  to  deter  similar  rogues,  and  in  the  same 
year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Chamberlain 
disbursed  £13  2s.  lOd.  "to  divers  persons,  as  well  of,  the  city 
as  of  the  country,  for  r2,00<')  false  farthings  "  that  hatl  been 
palmed  oil  by  illicit  coiurrs.      In  I51M  tlu^  I'rix'v  (\>uuril,  in 
a  letter  to   the  i\rayor  and    AIiKm-uhmi,  slatinl   Ihal,   ii,   hud 
couu>  to  their  kuowlodi^o  that  many  •<uudl  tiadosuuMi  \\\  llu^ 
oily  had  illegally  ^tampcsl  \oiu\  and  brass  farthing  tokens 
and  uttered  them  to  their  customers,  but  ]  efused  to  accept 
them  again  in  payments,  Avhereby  grievous  inconvenience 
was  caused  to  the  poor.     The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  were 
therefore    required    to   suppress  such    proceedings,    and  to 
compel  the  fraudulent    utterers  to  change  the  tokens  for 
current   money.      Some    further   powers   must   have    been 
obtained    from    the    Government,    for    the    Chamberlain's 
accounts  for  the  same  year  show  that  he  had  obtained  £40 
worth  of  new  tokens — equal  to  38,4CK )  farthings — whilst  he 
had  paid  £7  for  the  Privy  Council's  warrant  authorizing 
the  issue,  3.s'.  4d.  for  a  stamp,  £(>  for  stamping,  and  £2  for 
the  copper,  which,  deducting  £2  more  for  himself  in  com- 
pensation for  his  trouble  in  paying  away  the  tokens,  left  a 
clear  gain  of  £22  Ids.  8d.     The  accounts  for  the  next  two 
years  have  been  lost;    but  it  may  be  surmised  from  the 
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audit  book  of  1597  that  tlie  issues  had  proceeded  swimmingl5\ 
The  item  reads  : — "  Received  of  Thomas  AVall,  goldsmith,  in 
copper  tokens  made  this  year,  £13  lO.v.  [equal  to  12,960 
coins],  whereof  abated  for  the  stuff,  stamping,  cutting  and 
exchanging  at  5^.  per  lb.,  £3  7.v.  Gd.  So  rests  clear 
£10  2*'.  Grf."  In  another  corporate  book  is  a  minute  stating 
that  a  new  and  broader  stamp  was  cut  in  1598,  doubtless  in 
preparation  for  a  further  coinage.  But  by  that  time  the 
Corporation  had  so  deluged  the  market  that  a  crash  took 
place  in  the  summer,  and  the  Chamberlain  was  constrained 
to  employ  Mr.  Wall  to  bu}^  np  no  less  than  32,470  tokens  at 
full  price  to  alla}^  the  popular  clamour.  Tiie  transaction  in^ 
volved  an  outlay  of  £33  16,s'.  6f/.,  wiping  away  about  three 
years'  profits.  In  1600,  however,  a  fresh  issue  took  place, 
leaving  a  gain  of  £3  ;  in  1601  there  was  a  further  profit  of. 
31s.  4fZ.,  and  in  1603—1  upwards  of  10,000  tokens  were  put  in 
circulation,  thougli  the  net  gain  was  only  29.'?.  5fZ.  This 
appears  to  have  been  the  last  corporate  issue  of  farthings 
previous  to  the  Commonwealth,  but  curious  references  to 
local  tokens  will  hereafter  be  found  under  1613  and  1636. 
So  far  as  is  known,  all  the  Elizabethan  issues  were  square 
or  diamond-shaped.  There  are  numerous  types  extant, 
most  of  them  bearing  the  arms  of  the  city,  rudely  cut,  and 
sometimes  reversed,  on  one  side,  and  the  letters  "  C.B."  on 
the  other. 

Vagrancy  was  a  social  evil  in  England  throughout  the 
Middle  Ages,  ami  greatly  increased  during  the  reigns  of  the 
Tudors,  in  spite  of  legislative  enactments.  On  the  5th 
February,  1()01,  the  Common  Council  resolved  that  a  special 
officer  should  be  appointed  to  search  for  and  apprehend 
rogues,  vagrants,  idle  and  disorderly  people,  aad  "inmates" 
infesting  the  city,  and  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  justices 
concerning  these  offenders.  A  "  beadle  of  the  beggars  " 
thereupon  came  into  existence,  and  one  officer  jji'oving  un- 
able to  cope  with  the  work,  a  second  beadle  was  soon  after 
elected,  together  with  a  "  beadle  of  the  rogues,"  for  whose 
use  whips  were  provided,  and  a  "  cage  "  was  set  up  in  New- 
gate to  incarcerate  strollers.  Irish  beggars  especially 
abounded.  On  one  occasion  66  of  these  tramps  were  shipped 
off  to  Ireland  in  a  drove,  the  Corporation  disbursing  a 
shilling  a  head  for  their  passage  ;  and  in  1607  the  Govern- 
ment, through  Alderman  Whitson,  paid  £21  18s.  for  the 
transport  of  others,  who,  if  the  same  rate  of  transport  con- 
tinued, must  have  numbered  several  hundreds.  The  "  in- 
mates "  referred  to  above  were  a  peculiarly  unhappy  class.. 
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They  were,  in  fact,  workpeople  from  districts  outside  tlie 
<3ity,  who  took  lodgings  in  it  and  strove  to  earn  a  living  in 
contravention  of  the  orders  of  the  civic  body,  in  whose  eyes 
-all  strangers  were  "  foreigners,"  and  wlio  took  constant 
pains  to  exterminate  them,  lest  they  should  gain  a  "  settle- 
ment "  under  the  poor  laws.  Under  a  corporate  ordinance 
then  in  force  any  tradesman  or  artificer  within  the  city 
who  employed  a  "foreigner,"  even  though  the  stranger's 
family  lived  elsewhere,  was  subjected  to  a  line  of  6s.  8d.  i)er 
week  so  long  as  he  retained  the  workman,  while  innkeepers 
were  mulcted  in  the  same  penalty  if  they  harboured  such 
intruders,  except  during  the  fairs. 

Tlie  miserable  stipends  of  the  Bristol  clergy  during  the 
whole  of  the  seventeenth  century?"  will  be  noticed  from  time 
to  time.  In  16(X)-1  a  rate,  producing  £44  6s.  8fZ.,  appears 
to  have  been  levied  on  the  inhabitants  for  the  relief  of  the 
incumbents,  out  of  which  the  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas  (who  re- 
•ceived  only  £2  13.§.  4fZ.  yearly  out  of  the  parochial  estates) 
was  to  have  £10,  the  parson  of  All  Saints'  £0,  and  his  col- 
leagues at  St.  AVerburgh's  and  Christ  Church  £4  each,  the 
remainder  being  doled  out  to  the  other  clergy  in  sums  of 
from  £5  to  £1.  The  Corporation,  however,  had  really  no 
power  to  impose  a  tax  of  this  character,  and  evidence  is 
Avanting  that  the  houseliolders  submitted  to.  it.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  in  October,  KJOl,  a  committee  was 
directed  to  consider  the  necessitous  circumstances  of  two 
clergymen  styled  "  city  preachers,"  apparently  nominated 
by  the  Corporation,  though,  owing  to  the  loss  of  most  of  the 
minute-books  during  Elizabeth's  reign,  no  record  exists  as 
to  their  appointment,  nor  is  there  an3'^tlung  to  show  how 
their  stipends  of  £40  each  were  raised.  The  committee 
never  reported.  This  is  an  early  indication  of  the  Puritanic 
predilection  for  sermons  and  antipathy  to  the  ritual  of  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  which  rapidly  increased  during 
the  reign  of  James  I. 

The  granting  of  monopolies  and  licenses  which  crij^pled 
private  manufactures  and  commerce  was  an  unhappy 
feature  of  the  later  rule  of  Elizabeth,  Bristol  merchants, 
forbidden  to  trade  with  India,  the  Levant,  and  other 
regions,  naturally  souglit  compensation  by  applying  for 
privileges  of  a  similar  character,  and  brief  entries  in  the 
•civic  records  for  1600  show  that  the  Merchant  Venturers' 
Society  had  made  suit  to  the  Crown  for  a  license,  overriding 
the  statute  law,  giving  them  permission  to  export  tanned 
•calf-skins,  that  such  a  license  was  granted,  by  dint  of  con- 
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siderable  outlay,  in  favour  of  the  Corporation,  and  tliat  it 
was  sold  for  £45  to  one  William  Lewis,  Customs'  Searcher, 
who  possibly  acted  as  agent  for  the  merchants.  But  in 
1601  the  Queen,  daunted  by  the  protests  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  assented  to  an  Act  for  abolishing  monopolies, 
and  the  above  license  sank  with  the  rest.  See  September, 
1G14. 

A  general  election  took  place  in  September,  IGOl,  when 
George  Snigge,  Recorder  and  Ser  jeant-at-Law,  and  Alder- 
man John  Hopkins,  then  retiring  from  the  civic  chair,  were 
elected  members  for  Bristol.  The  principal  event  of  a  very 
brief  session  has  just  been  recorded. 

John  Hopkins,  fishmonger,  mayor  of  the  city  for  the  year 
ending  Michaelmas,  1601,  had  gained  great  renown  in  1596 
for  having  equipped  a  ship,  which  sailed  under  his  own 
command  and  took  part  in  the  memorable  sack  of  Cadiz. 
On  his  return,  says  a  local  chronicler,  '•  he  was  with  much 
joy  met  by  the  citizens  on  Durdham  Down,"  who  conducted 
him  home  in  triumph,  and  lighted  "all  their  tallow  candles 
and  a  great  bonfire  at  the  High  Cross,  very  beautiful  to  be- 
hold." In  the  audit  book  of  his  mayoralty  there  is  the 
following  somewhat  obscure  item : — "  Paid  the  Mayor  for 
the  loan  of  four  pieces  of  ordnance  put  aboard  the  Pleasure 
of  Bristol  in  the  voyage  for  Cales,  £9  S*-." 

One  of  the  greatest  troubles  of  the  magistrates  at  this 
period  arose  out  of  the  frequent  arrivals  of  troops  despatched 
by  the  Government  for  shipment  to  Ireland.  AVhen 
unfavourable  winds  prevailed,  the  soldiers  were  often 
detained  for  weeks  in  the  cit}',  and  their  chronic  unruliness 
caused  many  disorders.  On  one  or  two  occasions  the 
Common  Council  took  the  singular  stej)  of  erecting  a  gallows 
at  the  High  Cross  to  strike  terror  in  those  disposed  to  run 
riot.  In  Hopkins'  mayoralty  upwards  of  1,000  soldiers 
were  sent  to  the  city,  and  his  worship's  exertions  to  keep 
order  were  of  little  avail.  "  They  were  so  unruly,"  says  a 
chronicler,  "  that  the  citizens  could  not  pass  the  streets  in 
quiet,  especially  in  the  night,  so  that  many  frays  took 
place,  though  the  soldiers  had  still  the  worst."  At  last 
"  they  began  to  draw  their  weapons  in  the  Marsh  against 
the  Mayor  " ;  but  the  town  bell  was  rung,  the  citizens  flew 
to  arms,  and  the  troopers  were  so  thoroughly  beaten  that 
they  were  glad  to  take  refuge  in  tlie  transport  ships. 
"  Some  were  sore  hurt,  and  one  was  killed,  and  the  chiefest 
put  into  prison."  Extraordinary  burdens  Avere  imposed 
from  time  to  time  on  members  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
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victualling  and  shipment  of  these  unwelcome  visitors.     On 
January  1st,  1602,  the  aldermen  and  such  of  the  councillors 
as  had  been  required  to  advance  money  for  these  purposes 
were   ordered    to    bring   in   their   loans.     The  Mayor  was 
called  on  for  £100  ;  the  aldermen  had  to  find  £20  each  (save 
one  who  escajjed  for  £10),  and  various  councillors  lent  from 
£10  to  £20.     Those  who  failed  to  pay  up  were  to  have  as 
many  soldiers  billeted  upon  them  as  the  Mayor  should  think 
fit.     The  total_  sum  advanced  on  this  occasion  was  £670, 
and  a  second  imposition    of  the  same  kind  was  made  four 
months  later.     Occasionally  the  charge  was  much  heavier, 
and   though    the    loans    were  eventually   repaid    by    the 
G-overnment,  there  was  always  delay  and  the  monej^  was 
never  recovered  without  a  journey  to  London  and  many 
"tips  "  to  Court  officials.     One  of  the  Chamberlain's  items 
during  Lord  Burghley's  treasurership  is  amusing  : — "  Paid 
one  of  my  Lord  Treasurer's  secretaries,  106'.  for  his  pains  in 
examining  my  account,  for  it  was  very  much  misliked  and 
evil  taken  by  my  Lord  Treasurer,  the  charge  was  so  great, 
being  £1160  8,S'.  8|^.,  so  that  two  days  was  spent  in  trying 
of  tlie  said  account,  which  thanks  be  to  God  coukl   not  be 
faulted  in  one   half-penny."       Tliis  money   was  conveyed 
from  Whitehall  to  London  by  water,  but  how  so  large  a 
sum  was  brought  to  Bristol   in  safetj^  is  not  stated.     The 
Chamberlain's   journey   altogether    occupied   twelve  days, 
and  the   modesty  of  his  expenses  is  worthy  of  note.     The 
hire  of  two  horses  for  himself  and  servant  cost  2s.  a  da}-, 
the  man's  wages  were  6d.  a  day,  and  the  various  innkeepers' 
charges  for  food  and  lodging,  for  both  the  travellers  and 
their  steeds,  amounted  only  to  (U.  8d.  daily. 

Another  singular  burden  on  the  members  of  the  Council 
was  the  provision  of  armour  for  the  use  of  the  city  trained 
bands,  which  were  mustered  annually.  The  Corporation 
had  a  large  store  of  muskets,  calivers,  corslets,  etc.,  for  this 
purpose  ;  but  each  common  councillor  also  furnished  a 
corslet  and  a  musket,  while  other  wealthy  citizens,  when 
called  on  by  the  Mayor,  were  required  to  engage  one  or 
more  soldiers  for  the  training,  and  to  find  them  coats,  under 
a  penalty  of  20*'.  for  each  default.  Still  another  anomalous 
charge  may  be  noted.  About  this  period  the  Corporation 
took  up  a  loan  of  £500,  and  payment  of  the  interest  was 
imposed  pro  rata  on  the  members  of  the  Council ! 

In  September,  KiOl,  the  Corporation  granted  a  lease  for 
90  years  to  the  Merchants  Companj^ — a  body  then,  as  will 
presently  be  shown,  in  a  decayed  and   alniost   moribund 
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condition — of  "  all  those  duties  which  usually  and  of  right 
ought  to  be  taken  of  all  vessels  arriving  in  the  port  for 
anchorage,  cannage  and  plankage."  The  rent  reserved  was 
Ai8  (j.v.  8d.  This  is  the  first  mention  in  the  records  of 
cannage  and  plankage,  and  anchorage  appears  to  have 
l)een  previously  an  occasional  tax  imposed  only  on  foreigners. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  all  the  charges  were  now  laid  on 
citizens  for  the  first  time. 

The  ordinances  of  the  Weavers'  Company,  revised  and 
re-enacted  by  the  Corporation  in  1602,  indicate  the  narrow 
prejudices  of  the  age.  Any  citizen  sending  linen  or  woollen 
yarn  to  be  woven  outside  the  city,  or  who  confided  it  to 
any  "foreigner  "  living  in  Bristol,  was  to  forfeit  the  goods 
and  to  be  fined  l'3s.  Ad.  A  "  foreigner  "  desiring  admission 
into  the  Company  was  required  to  show  that  he  Avas  worth 
£40,  and  to  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  £20.  Youths  were  to  be 
at  least  17  years  of  age  when  apprenticed,  and  were  to 
serve  for  seven  years  ;  but  no  one  born  outside  the  city  could 
be  apprenticed  on  any  terms  unless  with  the  special  license 
of  the  Mayor,  and  any  master  infringing  the  latter  rule 
was  to  forfeit  4^)8.  The  trade  Companies  were  at  this  time 
in  high  reputation,  and  it  was  accounted  an  honourable 
privilege  to  be  admitted  to  membership.  For  example,  it 
IS  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Tailors' Company  under 
June  24th,  1602  :—"  The  right  worshipful  William  Vawer, 
Mayor,  received  Brother,  and  Anne,  his  wife,  Sister,  and 
sworne  for  term  of  their  lives."  Two  days  later  the  vicar 
of  St.  Nicholas  and  his  wife  received  a  similar  honour,  the 
reverend  gentleman  having  promised  to  preach  a  funeral 
sermon  at  the  burial  of  any  Master  of  the  Company  that 
might  die  during  his  incumbency.  The  Tailors  were  an 
exceptionally  powerful  fraternity,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
century  they  demanded  a  fine,  on  the  admission  of  a 
stranger,  of  no  less  than  £30,  a  larger  sum  than  was 
then  imposed  on  "  foreigners  "  by  the  Merchant  Venturers' 
Society, 

Early  in  1602  a  legacy  of  £1,000  bequeathed  by  a  native 
of  Bristol,  Lady  Mary,  widow  of  Alderman  Sir  Thomas 
Kamsey  of  London,  to  be  laid  out  in  lands  for  the  use  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation.  Shortly  afterwards  a  large  estate  at  Winter- 
bourue  was  purchased  for  £1,400,  half  of  the  additional 
outlay  being  advanced  by  Ann,  wife  of  Alderman  Thomas 
Colston  (a  niece  of  John  Carr,  founder  of  the  school),  and 
the  rest  by  the  Corporation. 
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In  spite  of  her  advanced  age,  Queen  Elizabeth  made  many 
gay  progresses  in  the  hist  few  years  of  her  reign.  Tlie 
corporate  records  show  that  Bristol  was  promised  a  second 
visit  in  the  summer  of  1602  ;  and  the  authorities,,  in  view  of 
the  heavy  outlay  that  a  fitting  reception  would  entail, 
ordered  a  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  leading  inhabitants  at 
the  rate  of  ten  shillings  in  the  pound  on  the  amount  they 
contributed  to  the  royal  subsidy,  while  three  assessors  were 
appointed  for  each  ward  to  assess  the  less  wealthy  citizens 
"  as  they  shall  think  meet,"  Recalcitrants  were  threatened 
with  imprisonment  in  Newgate  until  their  quotas  were 
forthcoming.  The  Queen,  however,  relinquished  her 
intention,  and  died  in  the  following  March,  to  the  deep 
regret  of  her  subjects.  In  Bristol  her  birthday  continued 
to  be  celebrated  by  several  generations. 

A  few  days  after  Her  Majesty's  demise,  the  accession  of 

her  successor.  King  James  of  Scotland,  was  proclaimed  at 

the  High  Cross  with  as  much  lip-reverence   as  the  civic 

fathers   could   muster.      A    trumpeter   walked    four   times 

round  the  edifice    sounding   mournful  strains  for  the  late 

monarch,  and  then   j^ranced  four  times  about  it  joyfully 

for  the  new  king,  a  picture  of  whom,  by  some  imaginative 

artist,  had  been  hoisted  upon  the  Cross  for  the  admiration 

of  beholders.     Genuine  enthusiasm  for  the  foreigner  was, 

of  course,  out  of  the  question,  but  his  accession  stirred  up 

the  Council  to  a  display  of   mock  loyalty,  largely  at  the 

expense  of  other  people.     On  May  3rcl  it  was  determined 

that  presents  from  the  city  should  be  provided  and  sent  to 

the  King,  the  Queen,  and  the  new  Prince  of  Wales  on  their 

arrival  in  London,  and  that  for  such  purpose  a  Benevolence 

should  be  extracted  from  the  inliabitants      In  the  Council, 

John  Barker,  perhaps  the  first  local  merchant  of  the  time, 

gave  £20 ;    Alderman   AVhitson,  £S ;    two   aldermen,  ten 

marks   each ;    sixteen   other   members,  £5   each ;    and   six 

contributed  smaller  sums.    The  remaining  members  seem 

to  have  declined  to   subscribe.     Owing  to  the  loss  of   the 

year's  audit  book,  the  amount  obtained  from  the  citizens 

generally  is   unknown,  but  it   is   unlikely  to   have   been 

liberal. 

Bristolians  had,  in  fact,  a  subject  of  much  greater  gravity 
to  consider  than  the  coming  of  a  Scottish  king.  The  Plague 
made  its  appearance  in  London  during  the  spring,  and  it 
was  only  too  likely  to  spread  westward.  In  June  the  Com- 
mon Council  issued  an  order  that  no  Londoner  should  send 
wares  to  the  great  summer  fair,  or  be  admitted  to  lodge  in 
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the  city,  unless  he  could  produce  a  certificate  from  the  Lord 
Mayor  that  his  house  had  been  free  from  infection  during 
tlie  previous  six  weeks.  The  goods  of  such  certified  per- 
sons were  to  be  thoroughly  aired  for  some  days  at  a  place 
outside  Lawford's  Gate,  at  the  charge  of  the  owners.  In 
spite  of  precautions,  the  pestilence  broke  out  in  Marsh 
■Street  even  before  the  fair,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  dispose  of  infected  persons  and  to  bury  the  dead,  the 
iidiabitants  being  taxed  to  meet  the  outlay,  and  defaulters 
being  threatened  witli  imprisonment.  The  malady  having 
wrought  unprecedented  havoc,  the  Cor23oration  in  September 
ordered  every  wealthy  burgess  to  be  taxed  to  the  value  of 
a  royal  subsidy,  other  householders  being  rated  at  one  tenth 
of  their  rental  for  the  relief  of  suffering  families.  This 
order  was  repeated  in  May,  1604,  and  the  Privy  Council 
soon  afterwards  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  Londoners 
to  resort  to  the  fair.  The  scourge  did  not  disappear  until 
February,  1605.  A  chronicle  in  the  Council  House  states 
that  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  this  visitation 
amounted  to  2,956,  probably  representing  about  one  fourth 
of  .the  population. 

,  A  local  adventure  of  historical  interest  marked  the  year 
1603.  The  best  account  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  "  Purchas's 
Pilgrims,"  volume  iv.,  which  contains  a  section  headed  :— 
"  A  voyage  set  out  from  the  city  of  Bristol,  at  the  charge 
of  the  chiefest  merchants  and  inhabitants,  with  a  small 
ship  and  a  bark,  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  part  of 
Virginia,  under  the  command  of  me,  Martin  Pringe." 
This  gallant  sailor,  then  onl}'  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
states  that  the  voyage  was  uiidertaken  through  the 
"reasonable  inducement  of  Richard  Hakluyt,  prebendary 
pf  the  cathedral  church,"  whose  fame  is  still  high  amongst 
geographers.  The  "  chief  furtherers  "  of  the  undertaking, 
he  adds,  were  Aldermen  Aldworth  and  Whitson,  and  alto- 
gether £1,000  were  ventured  on  the  enterprise.  The  ships 
under  the  young  explorer's  command  would  in  modern  days 
be  regarded  as  absurdly  unfitted  to  confront  Atlantic  storms. 
The  SpeedAvell  was  of  fifty  tons  burden,  with  a  crew  of 
thirty-five  men.  Her  companion,  the  Discoverer,  was  of 
only  twenty  tons,  and  carried  thirteen  men.  Pring,  how- 
•ever,  fearlessly  sailed  from  Kingroad  on  March  '20th,  1603, 
and  reached  the  coast  of  Northern  Virginia — the  New 
England  of  later  days — early  in  June.  He  remained  nearly 
two  months  in  or  near  the  Bay  of  Massachusetts,  lying  for 
:some  time  in  a  harbour  to  which  he  gave  the   name   of 
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"Whitson,  but  which  was  afterwards  to  become  memorable 
as  the  Plymouth  at  which  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed 
seventeen  years  later.  Having  closely  surveyed  the  coast, 
discovered  several  rivers  and  harbours,  and  loaded  his  shijxs 
with  sassafras,  then  a  valuable  medicinal  plant,  Pring  set 
sail  homewards,  and  reached  Bristol  on  October  2nd,  when 
he  reported  the  new  land  to  be  "  full  of  God's  good  bless- 
ings." It  may  be  remarked  that  not  a  single  European 
settlement  then  existed  on  the  American  continent  to  the 
north  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  Mexico. 

James  I.  had  scarcely  been  seated  on  his  new 
throne  before  he  set  up  that  claim  of  absolute  power  to 
override  the  privileges  of  Parliament  and  the  laws  of  the 
realm  which  was  fated  to  lead  to  an  eventful  struggle,  and 
a  tragical  result  to  his  successor.  His  first  great  innova- 
tion was  the  imjDOsition  of  Customs  duties  on  almost  all 
kinds  of  merchandise,  and  this  was  followed  by  illegal 
extortions  under  the  form  of  what  were  styled  compositions- 
for  purveyance,  under  which  merchants  were  compelled  to 
pay  large  sums,  on  pain,  in  default,  of  having  their  wines 
and  other  goods  appropriated  for  the  royal  household.  As 
Bristol  was  the  largest  of  the  provincial  ports,  the  exactions 
naturally  excited  indignation,  and  on  April  26th,  1004,  the 
compositions  grievance  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  Thomas  James,  who  had  just  been  elected 
one  of  the  members  for  the  city,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.. 
Serjeant  Snigge,  Recorder.  Demands  for  a  composition  for 
groceries  had  been,  he  stated,  made  by  the  King's  Customer 
by  order  of  tlie  Board  of  Groon  Cloth,  but  they  had  been 
resisted  by  the  Maj'-or  (Aid.  Whitson)  and  other  merchants, 
who  had  indicted  the  Customer  for  his  il'egal  proceedings, 
and  the  Board  had  thereupon  despatched  an  angry  letter, 
which  was  read  to  the  House.  The  writers  sternly  rebuked 
the  Mayor  for  his  opposition  to  the  King's  commission, 
alleging  that  it  was  a  great  contempt  of  the  roj^al  preroga- 
tive, and  that  a  warrant  for  his  appearance  at  Court  was 
withheld  only  because  of  his  official  duties  during  the  visi- 
tation of  Plague.  Nevertheless,  continued  the  letter,  he 
must  expect  to  hear  further  respecting  the  audacious  pro- 
ceedings of  himself  and  others,  unless  he  gave  good  satis- 
faction to  the  Customer.  Mr.  James  further  complained 
that  his  own  action  in  the  matter  liad  evoked  some  insolent 
remarks  from  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board.  The  House, 
after  a  debate,  presented  a  petition  to  the  King,  detailing 
the  gross  abuses  sanctioned  by  the  Board,  one  of  whom  had 
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openly  boasted  that  the  Commons  should  have  no  redress. 
As  regarded  Bristol,  the  petition  stated  that  large  sums  had 
been  extorted  from  merchants,  and  that  those  who  resisted 
payment  had  been  carried  up  in  custody  to  London,  where 
some  were  committed  to  prison,  and  forced  to  pay  great 
sums  to  pursuivants  for  fees.  The  Green  Cloth  autliorities 
now  found  it  expedient  to  forward  to  the  House  a  lengthy 
answer  to  the  charges,  in  which  they  alleged  that  the  com- 
position was  first  demanded  during  the  previous  reign,  and 
that  the  Bristolians  had  offered  no  resistance  until  after 
the  accession  of  the  King,  both  which  statements  were 
declared  in  Bristol  to  be  absolutely  false.  It  was  also  con- 
tended that  the  Board's  prohibition  of  the  action  against 
the  Customer  had  prevented  a  great  breach  of  the  royal 
income  from  this  source.  Parliament  was  angrily  prorogued 
by  the  King  on  July  7th,  owing  to  the  resolute  attitude  of 
the  Lower  House,  and  the  abuses  in  Bristol  were  at  once 
revived  by  a  new  warrant  from  Court,  authorizing  the  col- 
lection of  compositions  on  wines  and  groceries.  In  Novem- 
ber the  Corporation  resolved  that  suit  should  be  made  to 
the  Privy  Council  for  the  exemption  of  the  city  from 
imposts  that  were  held  to  be  contrary  to  the  liberties  granted 
to  it  by  charter.  The  expenses  attending  this  suit  were 
characteristically  evaded  by  the  civic  body,  which  ordered 
that  the  charge  should  be  borne  b}''  merchants  and  others  of 
ability,  who  were  also  to  save  harmless  such  persons  as 
might  be  prosecuted  by  the  Crown  officials.  In  January, 
1605,  the  Common  Council  adopted  a  petition  to  the  King 
praying  for  relief  from  the  new  burdens,  Alderman  James 
lioing  nominated  to  present  the  apj)eal,  and  cCol)  were  voted 
to  defray  his  travelling  expenses  and  to  satisfy  the  greedy 
underlings  at  Court.  In  May  Alderman  Whitson  was 
despatched  on  a  similar  errand;  and  in  August  Mr.  John 
Aldworth,  who  had  been  summoned  to  the  Privy  Council 
and  imprisoned  for  refusing  to  pay  the  impost,  was  granted 
£17  11*.  id.  towards  his  expenses.  How  fruitless  were  the 
t'tiforts  of  the  Corporation  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that 
in  the  same  year,  when  the  King  paid  a  visit  to  Woodstock, 
his  purve3^ors  made  a  swoop  on  the  merchants  of  Bristol, 
and  carried  off  fifty-one  hogsheads  of  claret  and  ten  butts  of 
sack,  the  prices  promised  for  which  were  greatly  below  the 
market  value.  No  money  being  forthcoming — the  wine,  in 
fact,  was  not  paid  for  until  ten  years  afterwards — the  Cor- 
poration were  compelled  to  advance  about  £350  on  loan  to 
those  Avho  had  been  despoiled.     The  Council,  however,  re- 
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oouped  themselves,  as  will  shortly  be  seen,  by  imposing  a 
permanent  tax  upon  the  commerce  of  the  port. 

A  suspicion  as  to  the  evil  consequences  likely  to  arise  if 
the  Bakers' Company  were  permitted  to  establish  a  monopoly 
in  that  branch  of  trade  seems  to  have  long  weighed  on  the 
local  authorities.  "Foreigners,"  hateful  in  nearly  all  other 
occupations,  were  at  this  time  allowed  to  bring  in  bread 
from  the  country,  but  the  number  of  intruders  was  carefully 
limited  to  five.  In  August,  1G04,  an  additional  country 
baker  was  suffered  to  trade,  but,  as  before,  the  "  foreign  ", 
bread  was  admitted  only, on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  It  will 
be  seen  under  1015  that  the  city  bakers,  greatly  irritated 
at  this  competition,  sought  to  set  up  a  monopoly  by  the 
help  of  the  Crown. 

The  Chamberlain's  accounts  for  1004  contain  the  follow- 
ing item  : — "  Paid  for  the  charge  of  our  new  Charter  and 
Commission  of  Piracy  granted  b}^  the  King,  £88  9,v.  2f?." 
About  £23  more  were  paid  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  Cham- 
berlain, who  had  been  sent  to  London  to  bestow  tlie 
obligatory  "  tips,"  without  which  no  business  could  be 
transacted  at  Court.  The  Charter,  dated  July  I'ith,  1604, 
conferred  no  new  privileges,  simply  confirming  the  two 
charters  granted  by  Elizabeth,  but  the  Corporation  always 
deemed  it  prudent,  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  reign,  to 
secure  the  rights  they  already  possessed.  The  Commission  of 
Piracy  was  doubtless  obtained  to  empower  the  justices  to 
try  buccaneers  captured  outside  the  city  boundaries,  who 
would  otherwise  have  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Admiralty  Court. 

From  the  earliest  days  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
Corporation,  according  to  a  custom  at  fiist  universal,  paid 
*' wages"  to  the  members  returned  to  Parliament.  The 
amount  for  about  three  centuries  was  2s.  per  day,  and  this 
rate  was  continued  in  Bristol  until  the  early  years  of 
Elizabeth's  reign.  In  1571  it  had  risen  to  4.s\  per  day,  and 
subsequently  it  was  increased  to  Gs.  8d.,  with  a  small  allow- 
ance for  travelling  expenses.  In  September,  1604,  Alder- 
man James  received  £31  10,s'.,  and  George  Snigge,  Recorder, 
£30  5.S-.,  for  the  services  they  had  rendered  in  the  session 
already  referred  to.  In  October,  1604,  Mr.  Serjeant  Snigge 
was  appointed  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  but  continued  to 
sit  in  the  Commons  until  a  question  arose  as  to  his  qualifi- 
cation, his  legal  functions  requiring  frequent  attendance  in 
the  Upper  House.  The  Commons  resolved  that  he  was  "not 
to  be  recalled,"  and  in  November,   1605,  Alderman  John 
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"Whitson  was  elected  in  his  room,  and  took  an  active  ^^art 
in  public  business. 

Sir  George  Snigge  having  announced  his  intention  to 
resign  the  Recordership  soon  after  his  elevation  to  the 
Bench,  an  incident  occurred  characteristic  of  the  age.  The 
Earl  of  SalisjDury,  then  all  powerful  at  Court,  wrote  to  the 
Mayor  recommending  a  then  obscure  barrister,  Laurence 
Hyde,  as  a  fitting  successor,  whereupon  the  ancient  civic 
ordinance  requiring  a  Recorder  to  be  a  Bencher  of  one  of 
the  Inns  of  Court  was  summarily  repealed,  and  Hyde  was 
practically  elected  before  Snigge  had  resigned.  That  some 
trickery  had  been  employed  to  bring  about  the  appoint- 
ment is  indicated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  a  few 
weeks  later,  when  it  was  ordered  that,  whenever  a  meeting 
was  to  be  held  for  the  election  of  any  officer,  the  Mayor 
should,  under  pain  of  being  fined  £100  in  default,  summon 
every  member  to  attend,  it  being  further  decreed  that  any 
councillor  accepting  a  bribe,  either  personally  or  through 
his  wife  or  child,  for  giving  his  vote  should  forfeit  £200, 
"unless  he  should  first  receive  the  consent  of  the  Common 
Council  to  receive  such  bribe."  A  good  understanding  with 
Mr.  Baron  Snigge  was  kept  up  by  means  of  presents  of 
wine.  A  butt  of  sack  was  sent  to  him  in  1007,  and  another 
in  1009,  and  we  shall  hear  of  his  lordship  again. 

It  would  appear  that  sermons  were  not  generally  preached 
on  Sundays  in  the  city  clnirches.  Some  clergymen  held 
two  livings,  and  could  not  afford  to  keep  curates,  and  others 
contented  themselves  with  a  liturgical  service.  The  Cor- 
poration, which  liad  a  growing  taste  for  sermons,  were 
much  dissatisfied,  and  in  November,  1005,  the  Council 
directed  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  write  to  tlie  President 
of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  requesting  his  aid  in  procuring 
a  learned  minister  to  preach  a  lecture  twice  a  week  in  the 
city,  at  a  stipend  of  £50.  The  application  must  have  been 
unsuccessful,  for  in  October,  1000,  two  councillors  were  de- 
puted to  wait  upon  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  Oxford  for  the 
same  purpose.  No  result  is  recorded  in  the  minutes,  but  in 
January,  1007,  the  Council  ordered  that  Mr.  [Edward] 
Chetwynd  should  have  a  stipend  paid  him  for  the  quarter 
ending  Christmas,  in  consideration  of  his  expense  in  re- 
moving his  wife  and  family  from  Oxford.  This  was  followed 
in  June  by  another  resolution,  ordering  that  Mr.  Chetwynd 
should  preach  every  Sunday  afternoon,  and  on  holy  days, 
in  a  church  selected  by  the  Mayor.  The  stipend  was  fixed 
at  £52,  with  a  house  rent-free,  but  instead  of  the  salary 
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being  furnished  by  the  CorjDoration,  as  was  originally  con- 
templated, it  was  determined  that  the  moi>ey  should  be 
paid  by  the  churchwardens  out  of  the  church  estates  of 
their  parishes  !  Puritanical  feeling  peeps  out  in  a  further 
provision  that  Mr,  Chetwynd  was  not  to  lecture  at  the  Christ- 
mas, Easter,  and  AVhitsuntide  holidaj'-s  unless  he  thought 
fit.  The  preacher  gave  satisfaction  to  the  corporate  body, 
and  the  following  curious  minute  occurs  three  months 
later  : — "  This  day  there  were  committees  appointed  in  every 
parish  to  deal  with  the  citizens  for  the  raising  of  a  contri- 
bution for  the  maintenance  of  two  preachers  in  this  city, 
besides  Mr,  Chetwynd,  of  which  two  Mr.  Yeomans  is  to  be 
one."  Mr.  Yeomans  was  vicar  of  St,  Philip's,  and  was, 
held  in  great  esteem  by  the  adherents  of  Puritanism,  In 
December  of  the  same  year  one  Mr.  Arnold  was  paid  6s.  8d. 
for  "  reading  service  and  jorayer  in  the  Council  House,"  but 
the  item  does  not  occur  again.  Another  preacher  was 
nominated  soon  afterwards,  with  a  stipend  of  £4(^,  which 
was  to  be  collected  from  the  inhabitants.  In  JMr.  G.  E. 
Weare's  library  is  a  rare  pamphlet,  printed  in  London 
in  1612,  with  the  following  title  : — "  A  Diet  for  a  Drunkard  ; 
delivered  in  two  sermons  in  St.  Nicholas'  Church  in 
Bristol,  By  Thomas  Thompson,  B.D.,  one  of  tho  public 
])reachers  in  that  citj^" 

At  an  interesting  and  important  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  on  December  31st,  1605,  the  condition  of  the  Society 
of  Merchant  Venturers  underwent  grave  consideration.  As 
readers  of  local  history  are  aware,  this  Society,  which  un- 
<^uestionably  developed  out  of  the  Merchants'  Guild  of 
Bristol,  a  botly  of  immemorial  antiquity,  was  established 
as  an  independent  corporation  under  a  charter  granted  by 
Edward  VI.  in  1552,  confirmed  by  Elizabeth  in  1566,  Avith 
power  to  choose  its  own  Master  and  Wardens  ;  its  members 
being  given  an  exclusive  right  to  pursue  the  art  of  mer- 
chandise within  the  city.  The  Society,  however,  fell  into 
decay  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  seems  to  have 
been  held  together  at  the  accession  of  James  I.  only  by  an 
alliance  with  certain  merchants  in  London.  The  Common 
Council  now  resolved  that  the  Society  should  exempt  them- 
selves from  the  control  of  the  Londoners  trading  to  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  that  there  should  be  established  a  Com- 
pany of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  Bristol,  to  be  governed 
amongst  themselves  by  such  orders  and  conditions  as  should 
be  laid  down  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Council  accord- 
ing to  the  charters  of  the  city.     Further,  that  any  burgess 
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desirous  to  be  of  tlie  Company  slioiild,  if  he  applied  within 
a  year,  be  admitted  on  payment  of  a  fine  of  20.s'.,  pro- 
viding that  he  gave  up  other  avocations  and  made  his 
living  solely  as  a  merchant.  Those  apj^lying  at  a  later 
period  were  to  pay  such  sum  as  was  paicl  in  London,  except 
members  of  the  Council,  who  were  never  to  be  charged 
more  than  20.v.  Existing  members  were  to  pay  only  O.s-.  8</., 
and  the  same  fine  was  fixed  for  the  admission,  at  any  future 
time,  of  the  sons  or  apprentices  of  members.  Completely 
ignoring  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.,  the  Council  went  on  to 
appoint  Alderman  John  Hopkins  as  Master,  Aldermen  Wil- 
liam Vawer  and  John  AVhitson  as  Wardens,  and  Alderman 
William  Hicks  as  Treasurer  of  the  Company.  "  And  every 
man  to  bring  in  his  fine  before  the  loth  January  next." 
The  Municipal  Corporations  Commissioners  of  18155,  after 
recording  these  facts,  observed  :— "  It  deserves  to  be  noticed 
that  the  continuous  record  of  the  Society  of  .Merchants 
begins  from  this  same  December,  1G05,  and  refer  to  it  as 
the  year  in  which,  after  much  debate,  the  Society  had  been 
re-established."  The  Corporation  thenceforth  relinquished 
its  assumed  right  to  a])point  the  Society's  ofticers,  but  the 
persons  elected  at  ]\Ierchants'  Hall  were  expected  to  2:>resent 
themselves  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  receive  confirma- 
tion. This  practice  was,  however,  quietly  dropped  a  few 
years  later. 

The  civic  rulers  were  almost  constantly  engaged  in 
strengthening  and  extending  the  privileges  of  the  trading 
companies.  In  1(J05  the  Hoopers'  (Coopers')  Company  were 
granted  new  ordinances  under  which  tradesmen  were  for- 
bidden to  buy  "  foreign  "  (that  is,  country -made)  casks  or 
pails  to  sell  again,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  ten  sbillings,  while 
any  citizen  not  free  of  the  Company  presuming  to  pack 
herrings,  etc.,  in  casks  was  liable  to  a  penalt}^  of  3.s'.  4d.  per 
cask.  In  March,  IGOG,  a  new  ordinance  in  favour  of  the 
Innholders'  Company  forbade  butchers  to  cook  victuals  for 
sale  either  in  their  own  houses  or  elsewhere.  Any  one 
save  an  innholder  taking  money  for  stabling  horses  coming 
to  market,  or  taking  in  a  horse  to  graze  or  livery,  was  to 
be  fined  l.s\  in  the  former  case,  and  (i.v.  8d.  in  the  latter. 
The  ordinance  of  the  Joiners'  Company,  issued  in  the  same 
year,  imposed  a  heavy  fine  on  persons  bringing  in  joinery 
work  from  outside  the  city.  Any  man  working  as  a  joiner, 
not  being  a  member  of  the  Company,  was  to  be  fined  4iXs., 
and  a  carpenter  presuming  to  work  as  a  joiner  was  mulcted 
in  10s.     No  member  was  allowed  to  employ  more  than  two 
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journeymen.  The  Whitawers  (white  leather  dressers), 
Pointmakers,  and  Glovers  were  at  the  same  time  protected 
by  similar  provisions.  A  "  foreigner  "  caught  bujang  skins 
was  liable  to  a  fine  of  £5  ;  no  woman  was  to  be  permitted 
to  work  at  these  trades,  and  a  pointmaker  making  gloves, 
or  a  glover  making  points,  was  liable  to  disfranchisement. 
By  the  Smiths'  and  Cutlers'  ordinance  of  1G07,  a  joiner  or 
carpenter  undertaking  in  a  contract  to  supply  locks  or  other 
ironmongery  was  to  forfeit  40.v.,  and  the  same  amount  was 
payable  by  any  citizen  selling  knives,  shovels,  or  carpen- 
ters' tools.  Even  the  grinding  of  knives  and  scissors  by 
non-members  was  strictly  forbidden.  Finally,  the  Felt- 
makers'  and  Haberdashers'  ordinance  of  1611  graciously 
allowed  "  foreigners  "  to  sell  hats  and  caps  in  the  city  for 
one  day  weekly,  provided  the  articles  were  approved  by  the 
Company,  which  was  to  receive  a  toll  of  3d.  per  dozen  for  hats 
and  Id.  for  caps.  As  a  guarantee  of  good  workmanship,  a  felt- 
maker  was  forbidden  to  set  up  in  trade  until  he  had  made 
three  hats  in  tlie  house  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
pany to  that  person's  satisfaction.  The  last-named  ordi- 
nance was  confirmed  by  the  Corporation  in  1()()8,  when 
trading  restrictions  were  still  rigorously  enforced. 

An  odd  entr}^  occurs  in  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  for 
December,  1G05  : — "  Paid  the  Mayor's  and  Sheriffs'  sergeants 
and  yeomen  for  that  they  shall  not  beg'  at  Christmas,  KKs'. 
each,  £-4."  The  item  became  an  annual  charge.  The  eight 
men  in  question  constituted  the  police  force  of  the  cit}'',  but 
were  apparently  often  aged  and  inefficient,  being  recruited 
from  worn-out  servants  of  civic  dignitaries.  Their  salaries 
were  so  small  that,  on  their  death,  the  Council  Avere 
gonorally  called  u]:)on  for  a  donation  to  bury  them. 

The  nianor  of  Bedminster  was  ])urchased  in  1G05  by  Sir 
Hugh  Smyth,  of  Long  Ashton,  from  a  Mr.  Nevill.  The 
manor  had  formed  part  of  the  great  ]30Ssessions  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  of  Thornbury  Castle,  judicially  murdered 
by  order  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  being  held  of  the  Crown  in 
capite,  a  royal  license  ought  to  have  been  obtained  previous 
to  Nevill's  conveyance.  The  defect  was  detected  some  years 
afterwards  by  some  legal  official  with  a  keen  scent  for  fees, 
and  Sir  Hugh  Smyth  had  to  petition  King  James  in  1G13 
for  letters  patent  confirming  his  title,  Avhich  were  not 
granted  without  a  heavy  fine.  The  Smyths,  who  made  a 
large  fortune  as  Bristol  merchants,  had  jDurchased  the  manor 
of  Long  Ashton  in  1545.  It  had  previously  belonged  to 
Daubeny,  Earl  of  Bridgwater. 
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Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  wlio  lias  been  termed  "  the  Father 
of  English  Colonization  in  North  America,"  came  of  a  farnily 
of  good   position  long  seated   at  Wraxall,   near  this  cit3\ 
Probably  born  in  15GG,  he  adopted  the  profession  of  arms, 
and  whilst  still  quite  yoUng  he  had  charge  of  the  defences 
of  Plymouth,  and  generally  resided  there.     In  1605  he  took 
an  active  part  in  promoting  a  voyage  made  by  one  George 
Weymouth  to  the  coast  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  when  the  explorer  returned  to  Plymouth  in  the  same 
year,  bringing  hve  natives  of  the  country.  Gorges  received 
the  "  Indians  "  into  his  own  house.    Moved  by  the  informa- 
tion he  derived  from  them,  he  formed  a  project  for  coloniza- 
tion,   and    through  his   efforts   a  Virginia    Company   was 
established  in  IGOG.     By  a  charter  of  April  in  that  3^ear 
James  I.  authorized  the  foundation  of  two  separate  colonies, 
the  principal  promoters  of  the  northern  settlement  being 
Gorges  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  Popham,  backed  by  several 
West-country  gentlemen  and  merchants.     This  document, 
says  the  historian  Bancroft,  was  "  the  first  colonial  charter 
under  which  the  English  were  planted  in  America."     The 
projectors  were  naturally  solicitous  to  obtain  the  support  of 
Bristolians,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  on 
March  Pith  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
who  had  been  Recorder  of  the  city,  desiring  the  co-operation 
of  the  local  merchants.     The  Council,  says  the  minute-book, 
"  were  all  of  opinion  not  to  adventure  anything  in  that 
scheme  unless  the  King  undertakes  to  join  in  the  charge, 
and  then  they  Avill  be  contributory  in  some  reasonable  pro- 
portion"; and  an  answer  to  that  effect  was  forwarded  to 
lV»pham.     A  few  weeks  later,  however,  when  the  terms  of 
the  royal  patent  became  known,  a  subscription  in  support 
of  the  scheme  was  opened  at  the  Council  house  for  "  the 
plantation  and  inhabiting  of  Virginia,"  the  contributions 
to  extend  over  five  years.     Only  thirteen  merchants,  how- 
ever,  responded  to  the  invitation.      The  Mayor,    Thomas 
James,  M.P.,  promised  £13  Gs.  8d.  yearly,  and  the  same  sum 
was  offered  by  John  Guy,  sheriff,  who  will  be  presently 
heard    of    again    in   connection    with   colonial   enterprise. 
Alderman  John  Hopkins  and  ]\Ir.  Robert  Aldworth  offered 
£12  lO.s'.    each.     The   other   subscriptions    varied  from   10 
marks  to  50.s\     Soon  afterwards.  Sir  F.  Gorges  despatched 
a  ship  from  Plymouth  on  an  exploring  expedition,  and  Chief 
Justice  Popham  and  the  above  subscribers  equipped  another 
vessel  at  Bristol  with  the  same  object,  of  which  Thomas 
Haimam  was  commander  and  Martin  Pring  master.     The 


28  THE   ANNALS    OF    BRISTOL  [1606 

4k' 

latter  ship  sailed  in  September  or  October,  but  there  is  little 
recorded  of  its  adventures  save  a  brief  note  by  Gorges, 
stating  that  several  more  harbours  were  explored,  and  that 
Pring  returned  with  "  the  most  exact  discovery  of  that 
coast  that  ever  came  to  my  hands."  The  adventurers  were 
at  all  events  so  satisfied  with  the  results  that  in  May,  1607, 
two  ships  with  emigrants  were  despatched  from  Plymouth, 
and  a  colony  styled  St.  George  was  itttempted  in  "  Northern 
Virginia"  (really  New  England),  but  proved  wholly  unsuc- 
cessful, the  emigrants  returning  to  England  in  the  following 
year. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  exactions  of  the 
Crown  in  the  shape  of  illegal  imposts  induced  the  Corpora- 
•  tion  to  devise  a  new  method  of  raising  money  to  defray  the 
burdens.  On  May  20tli,  1606,  the  Common  Council  ordered 
that  every  trader  not  a  free  burgess  should  pay  sixpence  per 
ton  on  the  merchandise  he  entered  or  cleared  at  Bristol, 
excepting  salt,  corn,  fish,  coals,  and  goods  brought  in  or 
carried  away  by  trows  or  woodbushes  (market-boats).  It 
was  further  resolved  that  Londoners  importing  or  exporting 
here  should  jmy  the  same  dues  for  weighage  and  wharfage 
as  were  charged  on  Bristolians  in  London.  As  it  would 
have  been  im^jrudent  to  declare  the  real  object  of  the  new 
tax,  it  was  asserted  that  the  money  was  needed  for  the 
reparation  of  the  quays.  Soon  afterwards  doubts  arose  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Corporation  to  impose  the  dues,  and  in 
February,  1607,  the  members  of  Parliament  for  the  city 
were  instructed  to  appeal  to  the  King  for  a  confirmation  of 
the  tax,  wliich  was  now  stated  to  be  payable  by  free  bur- 
gt'ssos  as  well  as  strangers.  The  result  is  not  recorded,  but 
wharfage  from  this  time  became  a  permanent  charge  on 
goods,  and  eventually  produced  a  large  revenue. 

The  real  object  of  the  tax  is  disclosed  in  the  Council 
minutes  of  July  8th,  16(  1(3.  A  considerable  sum  being  still 
due  to  merchants  for  the  wines  seized  by  the  royal  pur- 
veyors, it  was  resolved  that  £200  should  be  raised  by  loan, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  them  on  account.  The  resolution 
proceeds: — "And  for  the  full  pa3'-ment  of  the  said  King's 
debt  due  to  the  merchants  there  shall  be  levied  a  tax  of  12f/. 
per  ton  on  all  merchandise  brought  to  this  city,  except  salt 
and  fish,  tar  and  pitch,  trayne  (-s/c),  iron  and  wool ;  the  tax 
to  be  continued  until  the  debt  be  paid  either  by  the  King  or 
this  taxation."  At  a  meeting  in  September  it  was  further 
decreed  that  any  one  refusing  to  pay  should  be  discommoned 
and  regarded  as  a  foreigner. 
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In  the  meantime  the  abuse  of  purveyance  had  been 
exposed  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Alderman  James,  who 
took  an  active  part  in  public  business.  A  conference  on  the 
subject  took  place  between  the  two  Houses,  when  it  was 
stated  that  the  Lord  Treasurer  had  admitted  the  merchants' 
complaints  to  be  true,  and  that  the  royal  officials,  like  the 
Egyptian  plague  of  frogs,  leaped  into  every  man's  dish.  The 
Peers  undertook  to  rejDresent  the  grievance  to  the  King,  but 
Parliament  was  soon  after  angrily  prorogued,  and  the  pur- 
veyors lost  no  time  in  demanding  a  fresh  composition  -for 
groceries.  In  May,  1607,  notification  was  received  that  a 
commission  for  purveyance  of  wine  would  also  be  put  in 
execution  unless  a  money  composition  was  offered  by  the 
city ;  and  Aldermen  AVhitson  and  James  were  earnestl}'' 
directed  to  appeal  for  relief.  The  issue  is  unrecorded,  but 
it  is  highly  probable  that  further  exactions  were  made  on 
the  citizens,  who  were  practically  defenceless. 

Complaints  were  repeatedly  raised  about  this  time  as  to 
the  deficient  measures  used  by  the  Kiiigswood  colliers  in 
supplying  "stone  coal"  to  the  inhabitants.  In  August, 
1606,  the  Chamberlain  took  the  heroic  step  of  riding  into 
the  Chase  to  measure  the  miners'  bushels,  a  guide  being 
employed  to  conduct  him  to  the  pits.  By  dint  of  a  gift  of 
a  couple  of  shillings  the  colliers  proved  tractable,  and  the 
somewhat  j^erilous  commission  into  a  lawless  region  was 
successfully  performed.  It  may  be  noted  that  although 
coal  was  used  by  the  inhabitants,  the  fires  at  the  Council 
House  were  always  supplied  Avith  wood  or  charcoal.  Only 
twice  during  tlie  entire  c«.-ntur3'-  does  a  small  item  occur  for 
stone  coal  in  the  civic  accounts. 

In  September,  1606,  the  Corporation  resolved  upon  a 
perambulation  of  the  city  boundaries,  a  custom  that  had 
been  suspended  for  several  years.  A  little  entertainment 
took  place  in  the  morning,  and  another,  composed  of  cheese, 
cakes,  marmalade,  conserves,  confits,  carraways,  fruit  and 
beer,  occurred  later  in  the  day.  There  was  also  a  "drink  " 
at  Jacob's  AVells,  costing  2s.  Gd.,  and  another  at  Lawford's 
Gate,  for  the  small  consideration  of  sixpence.  The  dinner 
of  five  porters  cost  only  l<s'.  Sd.,  and  the  entire  outlay  was 
but  50.s\ 

In  October  the  Common  Council  came  to  a  resolution 
that  eventually  brouglit  about  much  excitement  and  ill- 
feeling.  It  was  ordered  that  a  convenient  structure  should 
be  erected  in  the  Cathedral,  where  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors,  and  their  wives  might  sit  and  hear  "  the 
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sermons  "  Oil  "Sabbaths"  and  festival  days.     Each  mem- 
ber  was   to   contribute   40*-.   (afterwards  reduced    to   20s.) 
'towards   the   work.     Tlie   Dean    and   Chapter,   after  some 
■■•demur,  consented  to  tlie  proposed  erection  and  also  to  tlie 
'removal  of  the  pulj)it  to  a  spot  fronting  the  intended  seats. 
The  cost  of  these  operations  exceeded  the  subscription,  and 
£9  were  paid  out  of  the  civic  fund  to  "  even  the  account." 
The  municipal  construction  is  described  by  a  contemporary 
■chronicler  as  a  fair  gallery,  curiously  wrought,  standing 
upon  pillars,  the  centre  part  being  reserved  for  the  King  or 
any  noble    visitor,   while   underneath  were   seats   for   the 
wives  of  the  city  rulers.     This  statement,  however,  needs 
.  correction  on  a  point  which  soon  proved  to  be  of  serious 
importance.     By  the  Dean,  and  Chapter's  formal  grant  to 
the  Corporation  it  was  stipulated  that  the  Bishop,  and  also 
the  Dean,  might  take  their  places  in  the  new  seats  "  by  the 
side  of  the  J\Iayor  at  their  will  and  pleasure."     The  fabric 
had  not  been  long  finished  when  the  Bisliop,  Dr.   Thorn- 
borough,  who  was  also  Dean  of  York,  paid  a  visit  to  his 
diocese  after  a  length}''  absence,  and,  taking  offence  at  the 
imposing  gallery,   in  which  he  had  not  been  allowed,  or 
])crhaps  not  invited,  to  seat  himself,  he  informed  the  Arcli- 
l)ishop  of  Canterbury  that  it  made  the  church  look  like  a 
playhouse,  and  induced  the  Primate  to  send  down  orders , 
for  its  removal.     The  Council,  greatly  incensed,  requested 
the  Bishop  to  allow  the  seats  to  remain  until  an  appeal  had 
been  made  to  the  Archbishop,  and  letters  and  deputations 
Avere  sent  off  in  hot  haste  to  his  grace  and  Lord  Salisbury 
desiring   their    favour,    large   sums    being   disbursed     foi: 
travelling  expenses.     The  liishoji,  however,  was  obdurate, 
treated  a  corjwrate   deputation    with   contempt,    and    per- 
emptorily ordered  the  gallery  to   be  swept   awaj'-,   which 
was  accordingly  done.     It  will  be  observed  that  the  Cor- 
poration had  the  seats  erected  simply  to  hear  "  sermons," 
and  the  objection  of  the  Puritanic  section  of  society  to  the 
liturgical  services  of  the  Church  had  become  so  deep,  and 
the  party  so  numerous,  that  the  bells  of  each  churcli  were 
specially  rung  to  give  notice  when  the  sermons  were  about 
to  be  delivered.     The  chroniclers  go  on  to  state  that  the 
Bishop  was  so  wrath  at  the  opposition  he  encountered  that 
he  forbade  the  parish  bells  to  be  rung  in  this  manner,  but 
that  the  Primate,  on  the  appeal  of  the  j\Ia3^or,  gave  the 
•Council  permission  to  have  as  many  sermons  as  they  liked, 
and  where  they  chose ;  whereupon  the  worshipful  body  for- 
•sook  the  Cathedral,  and  went  every  Sunday  to  hear  the 
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sermons  at  St.  Mary  Redcliff,  a  clinrcli  outside  the  Bishop's 
jurisdiction.  One  annalist  adds  that  the  Corporation  found 
friends  at  Court,  and  that  the  King,  after  sharply  rebuking 
the  Bishop,  ordered  him  to  replace  tlie  gallery,  which  was 
forthwith  set  about,  though  on  a  humbler  scale.  The 
latter  statement,  however,  seems  at  variance  with  the 
records  in  the  Council  House.  In  lGl.'i  the  Council  resolved 
that  if  the  Archbishop  would  allow  the  seats  to  be  set  up  as 
first  erected,  the  cost  of  the  work  should  be  defraj'^ed  by  the 
Chamberlain,  provided  the  Dean  and  Chapter  would  make 
a  new  grant  of  them  to  the  civic  body,  leaving  the  Bishop 
and  Dean  to  seat  themselves  elsewhere.  This  was  not 
acceded  to,  for  in  1G14  the  Council  desired  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  to  give  directions  for  removing  the  timber  work 
fur  the  use  of  the  city,  and  this  was  immediately  done. 
Dr.  Thornborough — a  servile  flatterer  of  King  James — was 
preferred  to  Worcester  a  few  months  later.  He  was  still 
allowed  to  hold  the  deanery  of  York,  to  which  was  attached 
the  rectory  of  the  large  market-town  of  Pickering.  In 
I(>15  the  people  of  the  latter  place  complained  to  the  Privy 
Council  that  for  many  previous  years  scarcely  a  single 
sermon  had  been  preached  in  their  churcli.  Thornborough 
thereupon  ■.  impudently  offered  to  get  a  discourse  delivered 
once  a  month,  but,  being  warmly  rebuked,  he  doled  out 
money  for  a  weekly  sermon. 

"  100(5,  November.  Paid  the  bellman  for  giving  warn- 
ing to  hang  out  candle  light,  2^',  (3cZ."  This  entry  in  the 
corporate  accounts  is  the  first  indication  that  some  modest 
illumination  of  the  streets  in  the  winter  months  had  been 
approveil  of  by  tlio  authorities.  The  minute-books  are 
silent  on  the  subject  until  half  a  century  later;  xnd  as  there 
was  no  penalty  for  default,  the  bellman's  summons  is  not 
likely  to  have  been  widely  complied  with.  The  entry, 
however,  may  have  another  explanation.  From  casual 
items  in  the  accounts,  it  wovdd  appear  that  the  Corjioration 
had  set  up  lanterns  at  three  or  four  busy  localities,  such  as 
the  High  Cross,  the  Quay,  Froom  Gate,  etc.',  and  in  Decem- 
ber, lOUS,  a  man  was  paid  half  a  crown  "  for  looking  to  the 
lanterns  this  quarter."  But  there  was  no  outlay  for 
candles  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  it  is  possible  that  the 
illumination  was  supplied  b}^  the  neighbouring  house- 
liolders  according  to  the  bellman's  directions. 

The  civic  records  alford  ample  evidence  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Common  Council  a  slender  stock  of  education 
was  sulScient  for  the  working  classes.     In  November,  16U(J, 
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directions  Avere  given  that  the  boys  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Hospital  should  be  set  to  work  on  the  afternoon  of  every 
day,  "whereby  they  may  be  better  able  to  get  their  living." 
The  order  was  frequentlj^  renewed  in  subsequent  years. 

A  phenomenal  Hood  tide  occurred  in  the  Severn  on  the 
morning  of  January  20th,  1G07,  whereby  the  lowlyinr- 
lands  on  each  bank  of  the  river  from  Gloucester  downwards 
were  inundated  over  some  hundreds  of  square  miles.  The 
loss  of  life  was  estimated  at  500,  and  a  greater  number  of 
people  were  saved  only  by  climbing  upon  trees,  haystacks 
and  roofs  of  houses.  In  Bristol  the  tide,  being  partially 
dammed  back  by  the  Bridge,  flowed  over  Redcliff,  St. 
Thomas  and  Temple  Streets  to  a  dej^th  of  several  feet.  St. 
Stephen's  Church  and  the  quays  were  deeply  Hooded,  and 
the  loss  of  goods  in  cellars  and  warehouses  was  enormous. 

The  manufacture  of  pins  appears  to  have  been  introduced 
into  the  West  of  England  about  this  time,  and  led  to  the 
employment  of  numbers  of  young  children,  who  were  easily 
trained  as  "  headers."  (Solid  heads  were  not  introduced 
until  about  1834.)  In  April,  1607,  the  Corporation  ad- 
vanced Thomas  Nash,  pinmaker,  a  loan  of  £6,  free  of 
interest,  on  his  undertaking  to  employ  poor  children  in  his 
manufactory. 

In  the  same  month  a  haulier's  sledge  delivered  at  the 
Mayor's  house,  for  the  delectation  of  himself  and  family,  a 
strange  fish  just  caught  at  Kingroad.  The  creature  is  des- 
cribed by  a  veracious  chronicler  as  being  five  feet  in  length 
by  three  in  breadth,  with  a  huge  mouth,  two  hands  and 
two  feet !  AVhat  the  Mayor  did  with  the  prize  is  not 
rocordod. 

An  outbreak  of  Plague  in  London  excited  great  anxiety 
during  the  summer.  All  wagons  and  carriages  from  the 
capital  were  forbidden  to  enter  the  city,  and  their  pas- 
sengers had  to  submit  to  a  lengthy  "  airing "  before 
admission.  The  alarm  subsided  in  the  autumn,  but  in 
May,  1608,  the  pestilence  made  its  appearance,  and  a  Pest- 
house  was  established  in  the  suburbs.  Other  remarkable 
measures  to  prevent  infection  were  adopted  by  the  Council. 
The  Guilders'  Inn  was  one  of  the  leading  hostelries,  and 
the  landlord,  Henry  Hobson,  afterwards  served  the  offices  of 
sheriff  and  mayor.  But  a  case  of  Plague  having  occurred 
in  his  house,  the  great  gate  of  the  inn  was  boarded  up,  and 
watchmen  were  appointed  to  stand,  day  and  night,  at  the 
.  front  and  back  doors  to  prevent  ingress  or  egress.  After  a 
fortnight's  isolation   the  premises  were    allowed  to  be  re- 
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opened,  but  Hobsoii  was  ordered  to  pay  £7,  half  the  cost  of 
his  imprisonment.  A  siniihir  course  was  adopted  with  the 
liouse  of  a  cntler  in  St.  Thomas'  Street,  the  inmates  of 
which  were  fed  during  their  incarceration  at  tlie  expense 
of  the  city.  In  this  case  the  Corporation  attempted  to 
recover  the  outlay  from  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish, 
hnt  only  28.s'.  could  be  extracted  from  tliem. 

It  has  been  already  shown  that  the  authorities  were 
accustomed  to  commit  burgesses  and  other  inhabitants  to 
])rison  on  their  refusal  to  pay  local  taxes  arbitrarily  im- 
])osed  by  the  Council.  The  cruelty  of  forcing  such  de- 
faulters to  herd  with  thieves  and  ruffians  in  Newgate 
seems  to  have  been  at  length  recognised,  and  in  August, 
1()07,  a  house  adjoining  the  prison  was  Jiired  at  £4  a  year 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  "committed  to  ward"  on. 
their  paying  the  ordinary  gaol  fees. 

The  Mayor,  John  Barker,  died  (m  the  13th  September, 
two  days  before  the  annual  civic  elections.  Following  the 
j^recedent  of  1543,  Avhen  the  chief  magistracy  became 
vacant  under  similar  circumstances,  a  meeting  took  j)lace 
on  the  14th,  when  Alderman  Richard  Smith  was  chosen  to 
ill  I  the  chair  until  Michaelmas  .Day.  Bat  on  the  ir)th, 
wiieii  the  Council  wished  to  elect  the  same  Alderman  for 
the  ensuing  year,  his  worship  resisted,  and  .  undertook  to 
pay  a  fine  of  £1U()  on  condition  that  ho  should  be  exempted 
from  the  office  for  life.  (Only  £40  appear  to  have  been 
actually  paid.)  Mr.  Barker's  interment  took  place  with 
great  pomp  in  St.  Werburgh's  Church  at  midnight  on 
Soptfinber  "Jlst.  Tht^  members  of  the  trading  Companies 
att»3nded,  bearing  torches,  the  interior  of  the  church  was 
■c-.overed  with  black  cloth,  and  much  destruction  was 
wrought  by  the  rabble,  who  crushed  into  the  building — 
])robably  for  nefarious  purposes.  Barker's  stately  monu- 
ment is  preserved  in  the  new  church  of  St.  Wer- 
burgh. 

The  extreme  narrowness  of  the  thoroughfare  over  Bristol 
Bridge,  wedged  between  the  jiouses  on  each  side,  made  it 
unsafe  to  foot  passengers  at  all  times,  and  highly  perilous 
on  market-days  through  the  influx  of  country  people.  On 
October  5th  the  Council  gave  order  that  ''  the  chain  at  the 
Bridge  End  " — clearly  an  established  institution — should 
be  locked  up  on  every  market-day  from  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  '2  in  the  afternoon,  during  which  time  no 
hauliers',  brewers',  or  other  great  carriages  with  drays 
(sledges)  were  to  be  suffered  to  cross  the  bridge.     The  ordi- 
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nance  was  re-enacted  in  1651,  but  the  interdicted  days  were 
limited  to  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

Some  irregularity  in  admissions  to  the  freedom  seems  to 
have  been  discovered  at  this  time,  for  at  the  above  meeting 
of  the  Council  a  resolution  was  passed  that  no  person  should 
be  entered  on  the  burgess  roll  unless  he  had  served  a  seven 
years'  apprenticeship  to  a  freen^an,  or  was  the  son  or 
daughter  of  a  freeman,  or  had  married  a  freeman's  widow 
or  daughter,  or  had  been  admitted  by  a  vote  of  the  Council. 
A  Mayor  or  Chamberlain  acting  contrary  to  this  ordinance 
was  to  be  lined  100  marks. 

November  5th,  1607,  was  the  second  anniversary  of  the 
discovery  of  the  Gruy  Fawkes  Plot,  and  the  records  show 
that  the  day  was  already  celebrated  by  popular  manifesta- 
tions. The  Corporation  on  this  occasion  provided  an 
enormous  bonfire,  and  in  many  subsequent  years,  besides 
exploding  plentiful  gunpowder,  they  lighted  up  two  great 
fires,  one  at  the  High  Cross  and  another  before  the  dwelling 
of  the  Mayor.  Tlie  day  is  sometimes  styled  in  the  accounts 
"  Eugland's  Holiday." 

The  harvest  of  1607  having  proved  extremely  disastrous, 
the  Corporation  felt  compelled  to  take  energetic  measures 
to  avert  the  danger  of  famine.  They  began,  it  ajDjDears,  by 
ordering  a  census.  One  of  the  old  calendars  states  that  "  a 
vicAV  was  taken  in  the  city  to  know  how  many  people  were 
in  it ;  and  there  were  found,  of  all  sorts,  10,549  in  the 
whole.  It  was  done  because  they  should  know  how  much 
corn  would  serve  the  whole  by  the  week,"  (The  pojiula- 
tiou  (if  the  out-parishos  of  St.  James  and  St.  Philip  and 
of  the  parish  of  Clifton,  not  included  in  the  city,  may  have 
raised  the  total  to  about  i'2,000.)  In  Apiil,  1608,  the  Council 
ordered  that  1,000  bushels  of  wheat,  or  more,  should  be 
bought  at  Milford,  or  "  wherever  it  could  be  had  best 
cheap,"  for  the  provision  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  in  the 
following  week  £1,000  were  directed  to  be  borrowed  under 
the  common  seal  for  buying  corn  in  Holland,  certain  mer- 
chants having  undertaken  to  see  the  Corporation  discharged 
of  this  debt.  A  third  order,  for  £300  worth  of  wheat,  was 
sent  to  Ireland.  Much  was  also  done  by  private  enterprise 
to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  poor.  In  the  twelve 
months  ending  in  July,  1609,  sixty  ships  arrived  from 
Dantzic  and  other  ports,  bringing  in  what  was  then  deemed 
the  marvellous  quantities  of  38,600  bushels  of  wheat  and 
•barley,  and  73,700  bushels  of  rye,  tlien  the  chief  food  of 
the  labouring  classes. 


1823721 

1G08]  IX  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY.  35 

The  office  of  Lord  High  Steward  having  become  vacanis* 
by  the  death,  on  April  19th,  1608,  'of  the  Earl  of  Dorset,  it 
was  conferred  exactly  a  week  later  on  Robert  Cecil,  Earl  of 
Salisbury  and  Lord  Treasurer.  In  the  previous  September, 
during  the  violent  dispute  with  Bishop  Thornborough,  a 
I)ipe  of  wine  had  been  sent  to  Lord  Dorset,  in  the  hope  of 
securing  his  assistance ;  and  although  tlie  cost  of  this  pre- 
sent was  practically  thrown  away  through  his  demise,  the 
Council,  knowing  the  value  of  a  powerful  protector  at 
Court,  not  only  sent  the  new  minister  a  finely  decorated 
patent  of  office,  but  accompanied  it  with  a  gift  of  £30  in 
hard  cash,  praying  for  his  countenance  and  support. 

Amongst  the  local  institutions  of  the  age  were  the  city 
waits  or  musicians,  who,  in  return  for  a  modest  quarterly 
payment  from  the  civic  treasury  and  tips  from  the  sheriffs, 
were  required  to  take  part  in  processions  and  rejoicings. 
In  August  they  were  provided  with  new  instruments  at  a 
cost  of  £10,  it  being  possibly  thought  that  their  fantasias 
might  cheer  up  the  inhabitants,  still  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  both  pestilence  and  dearth.  Occasional  payments 
occur  for  the  reparation  of  the  elegant  silver  chains  worn 
by  the  musicians,  still  preserved  at  the  Council  House.  In 
Kill  thore  was  a  further  outla}'-  of  £4:  for  a  new  "  sagbutt 
for  the  waits." 

The  Corporation,  whose  economical  administration  of  the 
civic  revenue  had  brought  about  a  flowing  exchequer,  about 
this  time  began  the  2)urchase  of  landed  estates  at  Portis- 
head  and  Nortli  Weston,  including  the  manor  of  the  for- 
:nor  ])hico,  belonging  to  the  celebrated  Hall  family,  of 
liradford.  The  transactions  extended  over  the  following 
eight  years,  and  the  total  outlay  appears  to  have  reached 
the  then  considerable  sum  of  £2,(X>J.  It  need  scarcely  be 
added  that  the  investments  ultimately  proved  very  profit- 
able. 

At  the  civic  elections  in  1608,  a  councillor  named  Hugh 
Murcott,  to  escape  serving  the  office  of  sheriff"  for  life, 
consented  to  pay  a  fine  of  ^100,  which,  having  regard 
to  the  heavy  expenditure  incumbent  on  the  sheriff's,  was  a 
profitable  investment.  Payments  of  a  similar  kind  occur 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  Council  was  somewhat  capricious 
in  fixing  the  amount  of  the  fine.  In  1612  John  Tomlinson 
was  exempted  from  the  sheriffdom  for  life  in  consideration 
of  £50.  In  the  following  year,  George  White,  praying 
escape  on  account  of  private  losses,  was  dismissed  from  the 
Council  gratis  ;  while  Alderman  Hicks  on  pa3dng  £-10  was 
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freed  for  life  from  the  office  of  Mayor.  In  1615  Alderman 
Vawer  obtained  the  latter  favour  for  the  trifling  sum  of 
£20. 

In  the  autumn  of  1608,  the  King,  having  obtained  a  judg- 
ment in  the  Court    of  Exchequer  by  which  his  assumed 
right  to  levy  arbitrary  Customs  dutie*  was  confirmed  by  the 
abject  judges,  threw  consternation  amongst  the  merchants 
of  Bristol  by  imposing  an  additional  tax  upon  sweet  wines, 
styling    the  charge  a  composition  in  lieu   of  purveyance. 
The  peculiar  hardship  of  this  impost  from  a  local  point  of 
view   lay  in   the   fact   that    wines   imported   into    Bristol 
already  paid    a  "  prisage  "  to  the  lessees  of  the  Crown    of 
one  tenth  of  each  cargo,  and  thus  were  taxed  double  what 
was  paid  at  London  and  Southampton,  the  other  wine  ports, 
where  prisage  did  not  exist.     An  urgent  letter  was  accord- 
ingly addressed  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
praying  for  relief ;  and  after  considerable  delay,  Lord  Salis- 
bury, by  the  direction  of  the  Privy  Council,  requested  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  to  summon  the  Purveyors  and  some  of 
the  merchants  before  him,    to  hear  their  respective  cases, 
and  to  report  what  was  proper  to  be  done  for  the  settlement 
of  the   dispute.     A    commission    was    first    issued    out    of 
the    Exchequer   to   take   evidence  on   the  subject,  and  on 
October  1st  the  commissioners  sat  at  Bristol,  when  Robert 
Aldworth  and   other  local  merchants  declared  on  oath,  in 
flat  contradiction  to  the  assertions  of  their  oppressors,  tliat 
purveyance  had  never  been  heard  of  in  tlie  city  until  after 
the  accession  of  the  King.     AVinos,  they  added,  were  being 
landed  in  Wales  to  esoai)0  the  impost,  much  to  the  prejudice 
of  local  commerce.     Finally,  the  Chief  Baron,  calling  Mr. 
Baron  Snigge  to  his  assistance,  heard  the  ^xirties  in  London, 
and  in  May,  1009,  he  reported  to  tlie  Lord  Treasurer  that 
the    grievance   of    the    inerchants    had    been    attested    by 
evidence,  and  that  prisage  was  an  exceptional  burden  on 
Bristolians ;    but  that  the  merchants,  having  been  admon- 
ished as  to  the  King's  prerogative,  had  consented  to  bear 
purveyance   both   for   wines   and   groceries  whenever   the 
Court   came    within  twenty  miles   of    the   city,    provided 
they   were   exempted  from  it   at   other  times  ;  which    the 
two   judges    considered   a   reasonable    compromise.      This 
decision    appears  to    have    been   confirmed    by    the    Privy 
Council,  but  the  minutes  of  the  year  have  perished.     The 
Corporation,  which  had  presented  Sir  George  Snigge  with  a 
butt  of  wine  whilst  the  dispute  was  pending,  now  forwarded 
a  similar  gift  to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  besides  defraying 
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heavy  legal  and  otlier  charges.     It  Avill  be  seen  under  1G22 
that  the  relief  was  but  temporary. 

In  January,  160'.),  the  city  was  visited  by  the  Earl  of 
Sussex's  compan}'-  of  plaj'^ers,  who  received  208.  as  a  reward 
for  performing  before  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  in  the 
Guildhall.  In  1610  "  my  Lord  President's  "  players 
appeared  twice  in  the  Guildhall,  and  received  £2  on  each 
occasion.  The  same  sum  was  bestowed  on  the  Queen's 
"  revellers "  in  1(512,  on  the  Lady  [Princess]  Elizabeth's 
players  in  1613,  on  the  Palgrave's  and  the  Prince's  players 
in  1618,  and  on  four  companies,  including  the  King's 
children  players,  in  1621.  In  the  last-named  year  a 
tumbler  also  put  in  an  appearance,  but  this  was  too  much 
for  the  authorities,  and  he  was  paid  20,s'.  "  that  he  should 
not  play."  It  seems  probable  that  the  comedians,  after 
exhibiting  before  the  civic  dignitaries,  were  allowed  to  act 
for  brief  periods  for  the  entertainment  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  poor  players,  however,  gradually  became  unpopular. 
See  1630. 

Some  extraordinary  proceedings  of  the  Corporation  in 
reference  to  the  estates  bequeathed  for  the  endowment  of 
the  Grammar  School  led  to  an  inquiry  in  the  spring  of 
1600  by  commissioners  under  the  Statute  of  Charitable 
Uses.  It  appeared  that  Robert  Thorne,  a  wealthy  merchant, 
who  in  1532  obtained  a  grant  from  Lord  de  la  AVarr  of  the 
estates  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  Bristol,  and  also 
permission  from  Henry  VIII.  to  convey  them  in  mortmain 
to  the  Corporation  for  tlie  maintenance  of  a  free  grammar 
school,  ditnl  .before  the  exi'cution  of  such  conveyance, 
although  the  school  was  actually  opened.  His  brother 
Nicholas,  as  heir-at-law,  then  took  possession  of  the  estate  ; 
but  although  he  survived  for  many  years,  no  steps  were 
taken  to  transfer  it  to  the  Corporation.  He  appointed,  how- 
ever, the  second  schoolmaster,  and  by  his  will,  dated  shortly 
before  his  death  in  1546,  he  directed  that  the  property 
should  be  delivered  tip  by  his  executors,  and  bequeathed 
some  mone}'-,  his  library,  and  his  maps  and  charts  to  the 
school.  Owing,  possul^,  to  his  eldest  son,  Robert,  being 
under  age,  the  conveyance  of  the  estate  was  further 
delayed,  and  nothing  was  done  until  1558,  when  Robert  was 
dead,  leaving  a  brother  Nicholas,  aged  18,  his  heir-at-law. 
The  Council  having  at  length  taken  action,  Nicholas,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  promise  that  certain  portions  of  the  estate 
should  be  granted  him  on  lease  for  his  life,  executed  a  deed 
undertaking  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  his  uncle  and 
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father ;  and  three  years  later  he  granted  the  Bartholomew- 
lands  to  the  Corporation  for  ever,  to  the  use  of  the  school, 
which  was  to  he  opened  free  to  the  sons  of  burgesses  on 
payment  of  an  admission  fee  of  fourpence.  Almost  imme- 
diately afterwards,  however,  in  professed  conformity  with 
the  above  promise,  the  Corporation  demised  to  him,  in  per- 
petuity, the  entire  charity  estates  acquired  by  his  uncle 
from  Lord  de  la  Warr  (saving  only  the  hospital  buildings 
and  the  school-house),  reserving  a  rent  of  no  more  than  £3(3. 
Nicholas  Thorne  thus  became  again  seized  of  all  the  lands 
left  for  the  endowment  of  the  school ;  and  on  his  death,  in 
1591,  this  and  other  property  was  divided  amongst  his  three 
daughters,  who,  by  the  legal  legerdemain  of  fines  and 
recoveries,  became,  in  fact,  independent  owners.  One  of 
these  ladies,  Alice,  the  widow  of  John  Pykes,  got  for  her 
share  the  Bartholomew  lands,  subject  to  the  fee  farm  rent, 
and  by  granting  a  great  number  of  long  leases  at  low  rents 
secured  large  sums  from  the  lessees.  The  indefensible  con- 
duct of  the  Corporation,  Avhicli  had  rendered  this  malfeisance 
practicable,  at  length  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  citizens, 
and  on  their  appeal  to  the  Crown  the  above  commission  of 
inquiry  was  appointed.  The  facts  being  undeniable,  the 
commissioners  reported  tliat  the  demise  made  to  Nicholas 
Thorne  was  a  fraud  upon  the  charity.  Mrs.  Pykes,  however, 
clung  to  the  estate,  and  after  some  litigation  a  second 
commission  was  granted,  wlien  the  commissioners  advised 
the  Corporation  to  make  terms  with  her.  The  Council 
accordingly  determined  that  she  should  be  allowed  to  retain 
the  property  on  ])aying  £41  C)s.  Sd.  yearly,  and  this 
arriingenieii't  was  confirmed  by  Lord  Chancellor  Ellesmere 
in  KUO,  The  bargain  being  unsatisfactory  to  the  citizens, 
the  Corporation,  in  KMT,  bought  up  Mrs.  Pykes'  interest  for 
£650,  and  recovered  the  estates. 

The  reports  made  by  Martin  Pring  and  other  explorers 
as  to  the  climate  and  resources  of  North  America  aroused 
a  strong  desire  in  Bristol  and  other  ports  to  promote  coloni- 
zation. In  Febsjiary,  1009,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
Privy  Council  forilkxve  to  found  a  plantation  in  Newfound- 
land, in  a  district  uninhabited  by  Christians,  the  promoters 
being  a  number  of  merchants  in  London  and  Bristol,  The 
King  in  the  following  year  granted  a  patent  to  the  Earl 
of  Northampton,  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  and  a  great  many- 
others  (the  Bristol  beneficiaries  included  Matthew  Havi- 
land,  Thomas  Aldworth,  William  Lewes,  John  Guy, 
Eichard     Holworthy,    John    Langton,    Humphry    Hooke, 
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Philip  Guy,  William  Meredith,  Adrian  Jennings,  and  John 
Doughty),  establishing  an  incorporation  styled  the  "Com- 
pany of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  London  and  Bristol  for 
the  colony  or  plantation  of  Newfoundland  in  the  southern 
and  eastern  parts.  "  John  Guy,  an  eminent  local  mer- 
chant, was  appointed  the  first  governor  of  this  body,  and 
liis  heart  was  thoroughly  in  the  enterprise.  Three  ships 
having  been  equipped,  the  governor,  with  his  brother, 
Philip  Guy,  his  brother-in-law,  William  Colston,  and  thirty- 
uine  emigrants  of  both  sexes,  embarked,  a  store  of  live  cattle, 
goats,  poultry,  etc.,  was  put  on  board,  and  the  vessels  left 
Bristol  early  in  May,  1610,  arriving  at  their  destination  in 
twenty-three  days,  when  a  lauding  was  made  at  a  little  land- 
locked harbour  called  Cupids.  The  emigrants  forthwith 
began  the  erection  of  dwellings,  storehouses,  Avharves,  and  a 
fort  defended  by  a  stockade,  while  Guy  built  himself  a  man- 
sion, called  Sea  Forest  House.  Guy  returned  to  Bristol  in  the 
autumn  of  Kill,  leaving  his  brother  deputy-governor,  but 
.sailed  again  for  the  island  in  the  following  year,  accom- 
panied by  a  clergyman  and  several  more  emigrants.  After 
his  final  return  to  England,  AVilliam  Colston  was  deputy- 
governor  in  1G13-14.  The  settlement,  however,  was  not  a 
permanent  success.  By  his  Avill,  dated  in  February,  1020, 
Mr.  Guy  left  his  Sea  Forest  estate  to  his  four  sons,  then 
under  age,  but  the  historians  of  Newfoundland  have  found 
no  record  of  the  colony  after  l(j"28. 

For  many  previous  centuries  the  burgesses  of  the  cities 
and  towns  lield  in  fee-farm  under  the  Crown  were  entitled 
by  their  cliarters  to  import  goods  into  Bristol  free  from 
dues  levied  by  the  C^orporation,  whilst  Bristoh'ans  enjoyed  a 
similar  privilege  when  they  carried  merchand'se  into  the.se 
favoured  localities.  As  an  illustration  of  this  system,  it  is 
recorded  that  in  July,  IGO!.),  Nicholas  Ecolston,  Mayor  of 
Lancaster,  having  arrived  from  that  town  in  a  ship, 
produced  before  the  city  authorities  the  charter  granted 
by  King  John  to  the  burgesses  of  his  borough  declaring 
them  free  from  all  d«B^s  imposed  in  other  ports.  The 
claim  to  exemption  was"  at  once  admitted.  The  like 
privilege  was  accorded  about  the  same  period  on  demands 
<;manating  from  Exeter,  Stalford,  Shrewsbury,  and  other 
towns.  In  1627  a  person  living  at  "  Athie,  "  in  Ireland, 
(claimed  immunity  as  a  citizen  of  London,  and  six  or  eight 
irishmen  were  afterwards  granted  exemption  through 
Ixjing  freemen  of  New  Ross,  Waterford,  and  Kilkenny. 

On  the  other  hand,  vexatious  restrictions  were  placed  on 
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persons  applying  for  the  freedom  in  Bristol.  In  July,  1609, 
a  painter  and  also  an  embroiderer  were  admitted  on  paying 
£5  each,  but  were  forbidden  to  take  as  an  apprentice  a  boy 
not  the  son  of  a  freeman.  Soon  after,  a  virginal  maker  was 
made  a  freeman  for  life  on  payment  of  £2  4,9.  GcL,  but  Avas 
interdicted  from  exercising  any  other  trade  ;  while  an  inn- 
keeper, thongh  mulcted  in  £5,  had  to  covenant  to  forbear 
from  retail  trading  and  to  sell  nothing  but  what  was 
consumed  in  his  house.  Much  jealousy  arose  upon  a  haber- 
dasher from  London  seeking  permission  to  open  a  shop. 
Several  members  of  the  Council  demanded  that  his  fine 
should  be  at  least  £50,  but  it  was  fixed  by  a  majority  at 
the  still  exorbitant  sum  of  £40,  then  equivalent  to  the 
yearly  profits  of  the  average  shopkeeper. 

Another  visitation  of  the  Plague  occurred  in  the  autumn, 
and  continued  until  the  following  summer.  To  defray  the 
charge  of  relieving  the  sick  and  guarding  infected  dwell- 
ings, the  justices  levied  a  tax  for  six  months  which  practi- 
cally doubled  the  poor  rate.  The  mortality  on  this  occasion 
is  not  recorded.  Another  outbreak  occurred  in  1611,  when 
a  pest-house  was  established  in  Earls'  JMead,  and  an  in- 
fected famil}''  in  Corn  Street  was  closely  immured  till  the 
disease  disap])eared.  In  1613  the  pestilence  was  raging  in 
South  Wales,  and  the  Council,  in  alarm,  prohibited  the 
performance  of  stage  plaj's  during  St.  James's  fair.  A  few 
cases  of  Plague  were  nevertheless  reported  in  Marsh  Street 
and  on  the  Quay,  which  were  dealt  with  in  the  usual  strin- 
gent mannei". 

An  attem])t  was  made  by  the  Corporation  in  the  early 
months  of  16l(>  to  introduce  a  new  industry  into  the  city. 
The  initial  stages  of  the  scheme  are  o'tscurel}^  reported,  but 
on  May  15th  the  Council  ordered  that  such  persons  as  had 
promised  and  been  appointed  to  come  from  Colchester,  to 
set  up  the  trade  of  "  bayes  and  sayes,"  should  be  admitted 
.  as  freemen  gratis,  and  that  the  money  spent  in  engaging 
them  to  come,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  bringing  them  hei-e 
with  their  effects,  should  be  disbursed  by  the  Chamberlain. 
The  charge  amounted  to  £79.  In  August  it  was  further 
ordered  that  six  sums  of  £50  each  should  be  advanced  on 
loan  to  the  baysmakers,  whose  trade  was  to  be  "regu- 
lated "  by  the  magistrates.  The  manufactory  was  set  up 
in  the  Smiths'  Hall  (part  of  the  old  Dominican  friary). 
The  intrusion  of  these  "  foreigners  "  gave  great  offence  to 
the  ancient  craft  of  weavers,  who  loudly  protested  against 
any  infringement  of  their  long-established  privileges,  and 


IGIO]  IN    THE    SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY.  41 

tlie  Council  was  mucli  exercised  to  allay  the  clamour.  lb 
was  ultimately  ordered  that  the  baysmakers  should  be 
strictly  confined  to  their  peculiar  calling,  and  they  were 
even  forbidden  to  retail  their  baize  in  the  city.  The  ex- 
periment, thus  restricted,  was,  of  course,  a  failure.  In  16113 
it  was  resolved  that  four  of  the  men  who  had  received  the 
above  loans  should,  on  account  of  their  poverty,  have  a 
remission  of  half  their  debts  on  giving  fresh  bonds  for  re- 
payment of  the  balance.  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  of 
the  money  Avas  ever  recovered. 
'^  The  "  wages  "  of  the  two  members  of  Parliament  for  the 

;  session  of  this  year  amounted  to  £78  46*.  4(1.     In  addition, 

Alderman  Whitson  was  repaid  the  cost  of  a  hogshead  of 
claret,  £8  6s-.,  which  he  had  presented  to  the  Speaker,  doubt- 
less for  what  was  thought  to  be  a  good  consideration  ;  whilst 
his  colleague,  Alderman  James,  was  refunded  £11  5,s'.  8c/., 
"  spent  in  the  Star  Chamber "  in  resisting  one  of  the 
numberless  persecutions  of  the  royal  officials. 

The  summer  was  marked  by  a  great  drought.  A  con- 
temporary chronicler  records  with  amazement  that  the 
price  of  butter  advanced  from  the  ordinary  rate  of  2d.  or 
2^cl.  to  6d.  per  lb.,  anxl  cheese  from  2d.  to  5fi.,  while  wheat 
sold  at  12fi:  per  quarter,  causing  fearful  distress  amongst 
the  poor. 

At  the  annual  election  of  mayor,  etc.,  on  September  ]6tli, 
the  minutes  record  that  George  Kychards,  a  councillor, 
used  "very  undecent  and  reproacliful  words"  to  JMr.  Abel 
Kitchin,  for  which  he  was  fined  £5  ;  and  as  he  not  only 
refused  to  pay,  but  offt^-ed  unseemly  insults  to  some  of  the 
uldermcm,  he  was  at  once  ''dismissed  from  the  societ}''  and 
fellowship  of  the  Common  Couiieil." 

A  curious  item  occurs  in  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  for 
November  : — "  Paid  for  new  gilding  and  painting  of  the 
picture  of  the  Kings  set  up  at  Laliord's  Gate,  £2."  The 
ornamentation  was  bestowed  on  the  ancient  statues  fixed 
on  each  side  of  the  gate,  which,  after  a  somewhat  adven- 
turous career,  have  recently  returned  to  the  custody  of  the 
Corporation. 

Bristol  Marsh  (the  site  of  Queen's  Square  and  Prince's 
Street)  being  outside  the  city  walls,  and  almost  surrounded 
by  the  tidal  rivers,  was  at  this  period  the  spot  to  which 
the  citizens,  pent  up  in  the  contracted  streets,  and  dreading 
the  robbers  who  lurked  in  the  suburbs,  generally  resorted 
to  breathe  fresh  air  and  gaze  on  green  fields.  Some  attempts 
had  been  made  in  the  previous  century  to  lay  out  walks 
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and  plant  trees,  but  the  Corporation  nevertheless  permitted 
all  the  street  refuse,  or  at  least  as  much  as  the  scavenger 
cared  to  remove,  to  be  cast  about  the  green  space,  and  its 
condition  at  length  became  a  scandal.  Public  attention 
seems  to  have  been  called  to  the  matter  by  a  beciuest  of 
one  hundred  marks  made  to  the  Corporation  in  1609,  the 
interest  of  which,  £4,  was  to  be  paid  to  two  labourers  for 
keeping  clean  the  Marsh  and  the  walks  about  it  ;  and  in 
June,  1611,  a  committee  was  appointed  for  the  "'decent 
keeping  and  beautifying  "  of  the  place  and  the  needful 
regulation  of  the  scavenger.  The  rents  paid  by  butchers 
for  grazing  cattle  in  the  Marsh  were  afterwards  left  at  the 
disposition  of  the  committee.  Much  improvement  was  thus 
effected,  and  the  locality  became  more  popular  than  ever. 
In  1622  the  city  surveyors  were  directed  to  select  a  fitting 
site  on  the  Marsh  "  for  merchants  and  gentlemen  to  recreate 
themselves  on  at  bowles."  A  space  was  thereupon  enclosed 
as  a  bowling-green,  which  subsequently  brought  in  a  good 
rental  ;  and  as  a  terror  to  unruly  loiterers  a  pair  of  stocks 
was  set  up  in  1631.  From  an  incidental  note  by  a  local 
chronicler,  it  appears  that  a  "  bowling-green  and  cockpit " 
existed  about  this  time  in  the  Pitliay. 
■  Although  many  of  the  regulations  of  the  trade  Companies 
were  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  narrow  selfishness,  it  is  but 
fair  to  state  that  some  at  least  of  the  crafts  showed  a  desire 
to  protect  the  public  from  dishonest  or  incapable  workman- 
ship. As  lias  been  already  stated,  a  man  could  not  set  up 
as  a  hnttor,  even  after  serving  his  apprenticeship,  until  he 
laid  passed  a  severe  trial  of  his  capacity.  In  the  same 
manner,  the  Tailors'  Guild  Avould  not  pevniit  a  member  to 
exercise  his  trade  until  he  had  proved  his  ability  to  do  so 
worthiljr.  Thus,  in  the  minutes  of  June  17th,  1611,  it  is 
recorded  that  Anthony  Basset  had  been  ''  tried  and  allowed  " 
for  a  pair  of  bodiles  (staj^s),  a  pair  of  trunk  sleeves,  and  a 
farthingale,  "which  is  newly  used  now  in  those  days,"  but 
for  nothing  else,  and  he  received  warning  that,  if  he  inter- 
meddled in  the  making  of  other  garments,  he  would  be 
fined  20s.  for  each  such  offence.  In  a  somewhat  later  case, 
a  young  tailor  was  adjudged  to  be  "a  perfect  workman  for 
a  hosier  only." 

The  Council,  in  August,  1611,  promulgated  some  remark- 
able orders  for  the  regulation  of  the  port.  It  was  decreed 
that  no  ship  exceeding  sixt}'-  tons  burden  should  be  allowed 
to  sail  up  to  Bristol  without  the  license  of  the  justices, 
under  a  penalty  of   -lO.s.,  such  vessels   being   required   to 
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discharge  tlieir  cargoes  into  boats  at  Huiigroad.  No  ship 
of  thirty  tons  was  to  pass  beyond  the  lower  penthouse  at 
the  Quay,  on  pain  of  a  similar  fine.  A  number  of  old  and 
unserviceable  ships  were  lying  about  the  quays,  and  these 
were  ordered  to  be  forthwith  broken  up  and  removed.  As 
to  the  numerous  trows  and  market-boats,  it  was  directed 
that  such  vessels  sliould  not  come  up  tlie  Avon  until  the 
head  of  a  post  at  Pill  Avas  under  water,  nor  sail  downwards 
until  a  post  at  Rownham  was  no  longer  visible.  The  minute- 
ness of  the  regulations  indicates  the  difficulties  attending 
the  navigation  of  the  narrow  and  tortuous  river,  the  strand- 
ing of  ships — small  as  they  then  were— being  of  frequent 
occurrence.  But  it  was  easier  to  make  laws  than  to  get 
them  obeyed,  and  the  masters  of  both  large  and  tiny 
craft  generally  ignored  the  corporate  behests. 

The  condition  of  the  Castle  precincts  at  this  period  closely 
resembled  that  of  the  precincts  of  the  Whitefriars  in  London, 
so  graphically  described  in  "  Quentin  Durward."  Being  ex- 
empt from  civic  jurisdiction,  the  place  was  a  safe  refuge,  not 
merely  for  persons  in  dread  of  arrest  for  debt,  but  for  sturdy 
beggars,  swindlers,  thieves,  highwaymen,  and  malefactors 
of  every  description,  who  set  the  officers  of  justice  at 
defiance,  and  preyed  with  impunity  upon  the  city  and 
surrounding  districts.  On  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
in  1588,  Queen  Elizabeth  had  granted  the  Constableship  of 
the  Castle  (which  had  long  been  a  sinecure  office,  since  the 
fortress  was  "tending  to  ruin"  so  early  as  1480)  to  Sir 
John  Stafford,  of  Thornbury;  and  that  gentleman  seems  to 
luive  tnrncd  the  post  to  account  by  lotting  olt'  fragments 
of  the  buililings  as  liovels  for  sheltering  the  outlaw  com- 
munity. In  October,  IGll,  the  Corporation,  which  had 
jjreviously  petitioned  the  Privy  Council,  representing  the 
extent  of  the  evil  and  praying  for  relief,  commissioned 
Alderman  Whitson  to  apply  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Castle,  for  which  he  was  empowered  to  offer 
£66G.  This  step  must  have  been  taken  in  consequence  of 
some  hint  thrown  out  at  Court  of  the  Government's  willing- 
ness to  sell,  for  Sir  John  Stafford,  having  already  heard  a 
report  to  that  effect,  had  urged  the  Lord  Treasurer  not  to 
dispose  of  "  the  castle  of  the  second  city  of  the  kingdom." 
For  some  unknown  reason,  Alderman  AVhitson  met  with 
unexpected  difficulties,  although  the  Council  resorted  to 
the  usual  and  generally  successful  plan  of  seeking  favour, 
orders  being  given  for  presenting  the  Lord  Treasurer  with 
"  a  pipe  of  Canary  or  a  ver}''  good  butt  of  Sack,"  two  hogs- 
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heads  of  claret,  and  a  number  of  sugar  loaves.  The  next 
document  relating  to  the  subject  is  amongst  the  State 
Papers,  and  is  a  summary  of  "reasons"  to  induce  Lord 
Salisbury  to  sell  the  Castle  to  Sir  John  Stattbrd,  he  being, 
it  Avas  alleged,  willing  to  pay  a  much  larger  sum  than  was 
offered  by  the  citizens  !  Eventually  the  Government  de- 
clined both  ofters,  and  the  western  Alsatia  was  left  free 
to  develop  from  bad  to  worse.  In  IGlf)  one  Sir  George 
Chaworth  was  appointed  Constable  for  life,  and  evidence  is 
given  of  the  state  of  the  fortress  by  a  royal  warrant  of 
that  year,  in  which  a  num1:)er  of  old  stone  walls  and  decayed 
towers  within  the  precincts  were  presented  to  the  new 
officer,  possibly  for  the  repair  of  the  extensive  building 
(the  old  State  apartments)  known  as  the  Military  House. 
Presumably  on  the  death  of  Chaworth,  Sir  John  Stafford 
was  reinstated  in  his  former  office,  and  the  old  abuses 
became  again  rampant.  In  March,  1620,  the  Corporation 
represented  to  the  Priv}''  Council  that  the  Constable  had 
appointed  a  mean  and  unworthy  deput}^,  who  suffered 
upwards  of  250  lewd  persons  and  thieves  to  harbour  with- 
in the  precincts,  making  them  a  refuge  and  receptacle  of 
malefactors.  The  Lord  Treasurer  and  the  Chancellor  of  tlu^ 
Exchequer  were  thereupon  directed  to  summon  the  Con- 
stable before  them  and  to  insist  upon  an  immediate  and 
thorough  reform  of  the  scandal.  Sir  John,  however,  was 
then  ver}''  aged,  and  little  or  nothing  was  done,  for  the 
Corporation  renewed  its  complaints  in  successive  years 
until  the  Constable's  death  in  1024. 

The  C(>riH)ration,  in  Ai)ril,  1('»12,  came  to  tlio  help  of  the 
]\rer<']iant  Venturers'  Com})aiiv,  who.  like  tradesmen  and 
artihcers  in  every  branch  of  industiy,  desired  to  protect 
themselves  from  competition.  It  was  solemnly  "  ordained  " 
that  the  Society  should  make  an  ordinance  by  virtue  of 
their  charter,  forbidding  every  member  from  exercising 
au}^  other  trade  but  that  of  a  merchant,  and  prohibiting 
any  outsider  from  practising  as  a  merchant  until  he  had 
been  admitted  into  the  freedom  of  the  Comj)any.  Like 
many  other  corporate  edicts,  this  resolution  perislied  still- 
born, neither  the  Corporation  nor  the  Society  having  power 
to  inflict  penalties  on  its  infringement. 

Alderman  Robert  Aldworth,  who  was  at  this  time  one  of 
the  wealthiest  "  meer  (oversea)  merchants  "  in  the  city, 
and  who,  in  spite  of  the  above  ordinance,  combined  sugar- 
refining  with  mercantile  trade,  dwelt  in  the  great  mansion 
fronting  St.  Peter's  churchyard,  originally  the  seat  of  the 
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Norton  family,  and  snbseqnently,  after  strange  vicissitudes, 
acquired  by  the  Corjwration  of  tlie  Poor.  The  liouse,  in 
lGr2,  was  being  reconstructed  by  Aldworth,  Avho  liad  his 
initials  inserted  amidst  some  bizarre  carving  in  the  south 
porch.  In  September  the  Corporation  granted  him,  at  a 
fee-farm  rent  of  £8,  the  fee  of  another  house  in  the  same 
parish.  It  is  probable  that  this  acquisition  forms  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  present  building,  which  the  alderman 
left  unaltered.  Aldworth  died  in  1(!3I,  and  directed  his 
body  to  be  buried  in  "  myne  own  ile  "  in  St.  Peter's  Church, 
where  his  enormous  monument  is  still  to  be  seen.  He  be- 
(jueatlied  £3  to  each  of  the  workmen  in  his  sugar  house, 
and  upwards  of  £1,200  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Common  Council,  on  October  1st,  made  a  new  ordi- 
nance for  the  regulation  of  Newgate  prison.  The  gaoler 
was  required  to  keep  a  stock  of  beer  on  the  premises  for 
the  consumption  of  the  prisoners  and  visitors,  the  price  of 
a  "  full  quart  "  of  single  beer  being  fixed  at  a  halfpenny, 
and  of  double  ale  at  a  penny,  '•  and  no  more."  A  prisoner 
who  got  drunk  on  those  easy  terms  Avas  to  be  fined  a 
shilling  towards  the  relief  of  his  pauper  comjmnions  who 
"  lived  by  the  bagg  " — that  is,  on  the  alms  of  passers-by  ;  in 
default  he  was  to  be  put  in  the  stocks.  A  poor  prisoner 
made  drunk  by  others  was  also  relegated  to  the  stocks, 
where  he  was  to  have  a  dish  of  cokl  water  set  before  liim. 
The  payment  of  "garnish"  by  new-comers  was  forbidden. 
Debtors  were  clearly  allowed  to  stroll  oat  during  the  day- 
time, for  it  was  ordered  that  the  gaoler  should  not  suffer  a 
])risont'r  to  stray  boyonil  tlm  city  boundaries  Avithout  a 
special  warrant,  under  a  penalty  of  £10.  In  1G21  the 
Council  ordered  that  persons  imprisoned  for  debtor  for  non- 
payment of  fines  should  pay  a  fee  of  2.s'.  on  admission,  8d. 
a  meal  for  their  diet,  and  Ad.  a  night  for  lodging.  Poor 
debtors  and  felons,  consigned  to  a  dungeon  called  Traitors' 
Ward,  were  to  pay  12^^.  weekly  "  and  no  more." 

In  the  later  months  of  the  3^ear  great  consternation  was 
caused  in  commercial  circles  by  the  arrival  in  the  Bristol 
Channel  of  some  ])iratical  vessels  designing  to  prey  upon 
merchantmen.  The  peril  was  so  serious  that  two  ships, 
the  Concord  and  True  Love,  were  armed  and  sent  out  to  at- 
tack the  freebooters,  a  gang  of  whom,  twelve  in  iiumber, 
were  captured,  lodged  in  Newgate,  and  ultimately  sent  to 
London  for  trial.  Shortly  after,  another  band  of  the  sea 
brigands  was  tried  and  convicted  at  Exeter  on  the  evidence 
of  Bristolians  and  others.     The  jnrates  nevertheless  became 
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still  more  formidable,  and  in  1613-14  the  Merchants' 
Society,  at  a  large  outlay,  fitted  out  four  "  ships  of  war  " 
for  their  suppression.  The  Government,  after  being  long 
vainly  importuned  to  deal  with  the  evil,  finally  despatched 
a  man-of-war  to  cruise  in  the  Channel,  when  the  plunderers 
decamped.  Sir  Thomas  Button,  the  able  and  vigilant  cap- 
tain of  the  King's  ship,  was  gratefully  entertained  in 
Bristol,  and  received  a  handsome  present  for  his  services. 
After  Button  had  departed,  however,  the  pirates  reappeared, 
and  three  private  vessels  were  engaged  to  protect  naviga- 
tion, the  Council  and  the  Merchants'  Society  dividing  the 
expense  (£150)  in  equal  shares. 

Until  1612  it  had  been  customary  for  one  of  the  cit}'- 
sheriffs  to  be  elected  by  the  Council,  and  the  other  on  the 
nomination  of  the  Mayor-elect,  and  it  had  not  been  un- 
usual for  a  gentleman  to  be  chosen  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Corporation.  As  both  practices  were  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  charters,  they  were  abolished  in  December.  lu 
the  following  year  the  Council  abrogated  the  Mayor's  petty 
perquisites  on  imports  of  fish,  oysters,  oranges,  etc.,  in  com- 
pensation whereof,  "  and  for  divers  good  •  causes,"  the 
Mayor's  yearly  salary — then  £40 — was  increased  to  £52, 
or,  if  he  were  serving  a  second  time,  to  £104.  It  was  further 
resolved  that  no  one  indebted  to  the  Chamber  should  be 
nominated  to  the  office  of  mayor  or  sheriff  until  he  had 
wiped  off  his  liabilities.  (This  regulation  seems  to  have 
been  unpalatable  to  some  of  the  members,  but  an  attempt 
made  to  revoke  it  in  1614  was  unsuccessful.)  By  another 
ordinance  the  Blasters  of  tlu^  trading  Companies  were  for- 
bidden to  exact  a  breakfast  or  other  treat  from  3'oung  men 
at  the  end  of  their  apprenticeship,  bi.  t  were  to  content 
themselves  with  a  fee  of  3s.  4d.,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  £10. 
Finally,  the  country  butchers  permitted  to  bring  meat  to 
market  on  Saturdays  were  forbidden  to  keep  open  their 
stalls  after  three  o'clock  p.m. 

A  brief  item  in  the  corporate  minutes,  dated  February 
9th,  1613,  directs  that  a  complete  survey  should  be  made  of 
the  property  "lately  purchased"  from  Mr.  George  Owen. 
In  1553  Dr.  George  Owen  granted  to  the  Corporation  cer- 
tain lands,  chiefl}''  in  Redcliff,  in  trust,  to  provide  weekly 
doles  of  Id.  each  to  ten  poor  men,  who  were  to  be  added  to 
the  inmates  of  Foster's  Almshouse.  For  reasons  now  in- 
explicable, the  Corporation,  at  the  date  of  the  above  minute, 
had  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  benefactor's  repre- 
sentative  for  a  re-grant  of  the   same  estate,  and    a    deed 
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carrying  out  tliis  object  was  signed  in  the  following  June, 
transferring  the  property  in  fee,  but  containing  no  mention 
of  the  charitable  uses !  Founding  their  rights  on  this 
second  instrument,  which  the  younger  Owen  appears  to 
have  executed  without  any  consideration,  the  Corporation, 
in  1836,  claimed  the  estate  as  city  property  ;  but  their  pre- 
tensions were  resisted  by  the  newly  appointed  Charity 
Trustees,  and  set  aside  by  the  Court  of  Chancery.  They 
were,  however,  suffered  to  retain  the  enormous  sums  re- 
ceived from  the  charity  estates  during  the  previous  two 
hundred  and  twenty  years.  The  case  offers  a  remarkable 
illustration  of  the  advance  in  the  value  of  real  property 
which  has  taken  place  since  the  Tudor  era.  In  1553  Dr. 
Owen  estimated  the  profits  of  the  estate  as  being  simply 
adequate  to  provide  5.s'.  lOd.  a  week,  or  about  £15  a  year, 
for  charitable  purposes.  In  18'J7  the  receipts  were  nearly 
£1,100.  Five-sixths  of  the  proceeds  are  now  devoted  tO' 
the  support  of  the  Grammar  School,  the  remainder  being 
allotted  towards  the  maintenance  of  Foster's  Almshouse. 

On  March  14tli,  1013,  another  notable  local  benefactor^ 
Thomas  White,  D.D.,  a  native  of  Temple  parish,  executed 
a  deed  in  which,  after  reciting  that  he  had  set  up  ten 
tenements  in  Temple  Street,  to  be  a  hospital  for  impotent 
people  and  for  setting  poor  persons  to  work,  and  had  placed 
ten  inmates  therein,  he  incorpurated  those  inmates  and 
their  successors,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Ancient  Brother, 
the  Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  Temple  Hospital,"  and 
granted  them  the  horfpital  liuildings  for  ever.  f3y  another 
ck^ed,  of  1(115,  he  gave  the  hospital  certain  houses  and  lands 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates,  who  were  each  to  re- 
ceive 20s.  every  quarter-day,  and  in  1G20  he  granted  to  the 
Corporation  some  house  property'-  in  London,  the  rents  of 
which  were  to  be  distributed  for  certain  charitable  and  re- 
ligious purposes,  £G  being  allotted  to  his  hospital.  The 
last-named  conveyance  could  not  be  effected  without  a 
license  from  the  King,  to  avoid  the  statutes  of  mortmain, 
for  which  the  Corporation  were  heavily  mulcted.  Finally, 
by  his  will,  dated  in  1G22-23,  Dr.  White,  after  endowing  his 
foundation  of  Sion  College,  London,  ])equeathed  to  the  Cor- 
poration a  part  of  the  rental  of  his  lands  in  Essex,  to  be 
expended  in  amending  the  roads  around  Bristol,  in  giving 
marriage  portions  of  £10  each  to  four  honest  maidens,  and 
in  maintaining  two  more  inmates  in  Trinity  Hospital. 
Dr.  White  was  an  eminent  preacher,  and  acquired  wealth 
from  his  numerous  preferments,  being  a  prebendary  of  St. 
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Paiil's,  a  canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  a  canon  of 
AVindsor.  His  "  Eoad-Money  Charity  "  is  now  chiefly  de- 
voted to  the  support  of  the  Grammar  School, 

Sermons  were  still  a  crying  Avant  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Common  Council.  At  a  meeting  on  Ai:)ril  10th,  IGIH,  any 
three  of  the  city  clergy  were  invited  to  preach  on  Sundays — 
indicating  that  many  spared  themselves  that  trouble — and 
a  lecture  was  also  requested  every  Tuesday.  If  the  clergy 
responded  to  this  proposal,  a  "convenient"  allowance  was 
promised  for  their  pains,  the  money  to  be  collected  from 
the  inhabitants.  The  answer  of  the  incumbents  is  not 
recorded.  But  in  the  following  month  the  Council  deter- 
mined that  Mr.  Yeamans,  vicar  of  St.  Philip's,  and  noted 
for  the  regularity  of  his  preaching,  should  be  granted  £25 
a  year  out  of  the  livijig  of  Stockland  Bristol  as  soon  as  it 
became  vacant,  for  Avliich  he  was  to  preach  an  additional 
sermon  weekly  on  working  days  in  some  city  church 
appointed  by  the  donors  !  The  Council,  still  dissatisfied  with 
the  lack  of  spiritual  provision,  unanimously  resolved  in  IGl-i 
that  every  member  should  contribute  G.v.  8d.  yearly  to 
maintain  a  lecture  or  sermon  on  Tuesday  evenings,  the 
preacher  to  be  rewarded  with  (Iv.  Sd.  on  each  occasion. 
The  strange  resolution  in  reference  to  Stockland  proved 
unworkable,  for  it  was  soon  afterwards  rescinded,  and 
Yeamans'  stipend  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  Chamber- 
lain. 

In  April,  1G13,  the  consort  of  James  I.  journeyed  to  Bath 
for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  and  Bristolians  were  forth- 
with called  u]K)n  by  the  royal  purveyors  to  furnish  wine 
and  groceries  for  her  Maj'esty's  liousehold,  the  demands  of 
which  were  insatiable.  In  all,  G  tuns,  5  outts,  o  pipes  and 
50  hogsheads  of  wine,  making  a  total  of  upwards  of  5,200 
gallons,  were  furnished,  together  with  over  £3(jO  worth  of 
sugar  and  other  groc;£ries,  spices  costing  £1)4,  and  jjej^per  to 
the  value  of  £9  Gs.  8d.  No  money  was,  of  course,  to  be 
■obtained  from  the  Court,  and  the  Corporation  had  to  relieve 
the  merchants  by  advancing  upwards  of  £1,00(\  The 
loyalty  of  the  inhabitants,  however,  was  unimpaired,  and 
on  learning  that  the  Queen  proposed  to  pay  them  a  visit  on 
June  -itli,  the  Corporation  s]mred  neither  labour  nor  expense 
to  give  her  a  joyous  reception.  The  first  necessity  was  to 
purify  the  streets.  Tliere  was  a  portentous  dunghill  at  St. 
Augustine's  Back,  nearly  opposite  to  her  intendecl  lodgings 
in  the  Great  House,  another  on  the  Quay,  and  two  others 
in  the  line  of  streets  near  the  Castle  through  which  her 
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Majesty  had  to  pass.  These  being  removed,  the  roadways, 
scarred  with  ruts  and  holes,  were  repaired,  some  of  the  city 
gates  were  whitewashed,  and  a  prodigious  quantity  of  sand 
was  brought  in  to  spread  over  the  thoroughfares.  Tlien 
the  sword  of  state  and  the  maces  were  newly  gilded, 
drummers  and  "  phifers  "  were  engaged  and  gaily  attired 
to  supplement  the  waits,  BOfJ  of  the  trained  bands  were 
so  finely  apparelled  that  they  looked  to  a  contemporary 
annalist  more  like  officers  than  privates,  sixty  great  guns 
were  stationed  on  the  Q,uay  to  fire  salutes,  the  trading 
Companies  were  ordered  to  turn  out  in  their  full  strength, 
and  a  wooden  form  was  bought  to  enable  the  aldermen  to 
mount  their  horses  with  fitting  dignity.  The  great  day 
having  arrived,  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  blazing  in 
scarlet  robes,  bestrode  their  steeds  at  the  Tolzey,  each 
attended  by  a  page,  and  proceeded  majestically  to  Lawford's 
Gate,  where  they  met  the  royal  train.  The  Mayor  (Abel 
Kitchin)  thereupon  fell  on  his  knees  whilst  the  Recorder 
offered  the  greetings  of  the  city  in  a  flattering  oration,  after 
which  the  chief  magistrate  courteously  presented  her 
Majesty  with  a  purse  (which  had  cost  £4)  containing  100 
"units"  of  gold  (that  had  cost  £110  more).  The  royal 
thanks  having  been  graciously  tendered,  the  Mayor  and  his 
legal  coadjutor  took  horse  again,  accompanied  by  two 
gentlemen  ushers,  and  rode  bareheaded  before  the  Queen's 
chariot  through  the  crowded  streets.  Distrustful,  perhaps, 
of  their  qualifications  to  witch  the  world  by  their  horse- 
manship, the  Common  Council  had  given  orders  that  no 
salutes  shouhl  bo  firod  until  the  procession  was  ended  ;  but 
tlie  Queen  had  no  sooner  entered  the  Great  House  than  the 
cannon  thundered  from  the  Quay,  whilst  the  trr  ined  bands 
stationed  on  the  green  before  the  mansion  responded  with 
feux  de  joie.  A  sumptuous  entertainment  concluded  the 
day's  proceedings.  Owing  to  unfavourable  weather,  the 
Queen  remained  indoors  on  Saturday  ;  but  on  Sunday  she 
proceeded  in  state  to  the  Cathedral,  the  Mayor  walking  un- 
covered before  her  coach,  preceded  by  the  aldermen  and 
councillors,  while  the  ladies  of  the  Court,  on  horseback,  and 
a  guard  of  trained  bands  brought  up  the  rear.  Monday 
witnessed  the  crowning  effort  of  the  citizens.  After  enter- 
taining the  Court  to  dinner  at  his  own  house,  the  Mayor 
conducted  her  Majesty  to  Canons'  Marsh,  near  the  confluence 
of  the  Avon  and  Froom,  where  a  bower  of  oak  boughs, 
garnished  with  roses  and  plentifully  sprinkled  with  per- 
fumes, was  prepared  for  her  reception.     An  imposing  sham 
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fight  then  commenced,  an  English  ship  being  attacked  by- 
two  Turkish  galleys,  the  crews  of  which  strove  to  board, 
but  were  finally  repulsed  with  great  slaughter  (six  bladders 
full  of  blood  being  at  hand  to  pour  out  of  the  scujjper  holes). 
The  carnage  resulted,  of  course,  in  the  flight  of  the  galleys 
and  the  capture  of  some  of  the  infidels,  Avho,  much  be- 
grimed with  smoke  and  blood,  were  presented  to  and 
laughingly  complimented  by  tlie  delighted  Queen,  who 
declared  that  they  looked  like  real  Turks  and  that  she  had 
never  witnessed  so  exciting  a  spectacle.  The  Mayor  again 
entertained  the  Court  to  supper  in  the  evening,  when  her 
Majesty  sent  him  a  splendid  ring  set  with  diamonds  as  a 
mark  of  lier  approval.  On  Tuesday,  after  dinner,  the  Queen 
departed  for  Siston  Court,  being  attended  to  Lawford's  G  ate 
with  all  the  pomp  that  marked  her  arrival.  Her  Majesty, 
who  is  described  by  a  humorous  historian  as  a  princess  of 
considerable  amplitude  of  figure,  massiveness  of  feature,  and 
readiness  of  wit,  seems  to  have  been  really  charmed  with 
her  excursion.  On  the  Mayor  kneeling  to  take  leave,  the 
royal  visitor,  "  with  tears  in  her  eyes,"  promised  the  city 
her  protection,  declaring  that  she  "  never  knew  she  was  a 
queen  tin  she  came  to  Bristol."  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
her  entertainment  entailed  a  very  heavy  outlay,  but  so 
much  was  disbursed  by  the  private  subscriptions  of  leading 
citizens  that  the  total  cannot  be  discovered.  In  despite  of 
this  liberality,  moreover,  the  royal  purveyors  made  another 
descent  upon  the  merchants,  and  the  Corporation  found  it 
necessary  to  pay  for  about  2,200  gallons  of  wine  carried  off 
for  the  Queen's  householvl. 

Amongst  tlic  State  Papers  for  May  in  this  year  is  a 
document  oftering  "  Reasons  to  prove  the  necessity  for 
making  small  copper  coins  to  avoid  the  great  abuse  of  leaden 
tokens  made  by  the  city  of  Bristol  and  others."  No  farth- 
ings had  been  coined  by  the  Corporation  since  the  accession 
of  James,  and,  so  far  as  numismatists  can  discover,  no  speci- 
men of  the  alleged  leaden  tokens  now  exists.  This  is  the 
more  extraordinary  inasmuch  as  the  celebrated  Sir  Robert 
Cotton  made  a  suggestion  to  the  Government  in  KiOO  for  a 
legal  issue  of  small  coins,  alleging  that  there  were  then 
3,000  persons  in  London,  chiefly  victuallers  and  small  traders, 
and  at  least  as  many  more  in  the  provinces,  who  cast  yearly 
£5  a  piece  in  leaden  tokens,  "whereof  nine-tenths,"  he  said, 
disappeared  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Cotton  added  that  the 
Crown  might  gain  £10,000  a  year  by  suppressing  the  abuse; 
but  soon  after  the  presentation  of  the  above  "  Reasons  "  the 
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King,  besieged  by  many  courtiers  for  a  grant  of  a  profitable 
monopoly,  conceded  to  one  of  tliem.  Lord  Harrington,  the 
sole  privilege  for  three  years  of  coining  farthing  tokens,  and 
a  royal  proclamation  was  issued  prohibiting  the  currency  of 
tokens  issued  by  tradesmen.  In  or  about  1622  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Bristol  solicited  the  Government  for  a  renewal  of 
their  former  privilege.  In  a  petition  to  the  Privy  Council 
it  was  stated  that  the  Bristol  Farthings  had  formerly  been 
of  great  relief  and  comfort  to  the  poor,  a  number  of  the 
tokens  having  been  given  in  alms  by  charitable  people,  but 
that  none  had  been  stamped  since  his  Majesty's  accession, 
owing  to  the  royal  warrant  not  having  been  renewed.  It 
was  therefore  prayed  that,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
number  of  poor  in  the  city,  greatly  distressed  by  a  recent 
dearth  and  a  visitation  of  sickness,  their  lordships  Avould  be 
pleased  to  revive  the  warrant  for  the  stamping  of  tokens. 
The  petition,  it  would  appear,  remained  unanswered. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Privy  Council  on  June  6th  a  singu- 
lar letter  was  indited  to  the  Mayor  of  Bristol.  The  Council 
state  that  they  are  being  constantly  advertised  from  parts 
beyond  the  seas,  and  particularly  from  Spain,  that  the 
masters  of  Bristol  ships  do  usually  carry  into  Spain  and 
Portugal  s'uch  a  number  of  youths  and  children,  of  both 
sexes,  under  pretence  of  learning  the  language,  that  this 
emigration  is  much  observed,  and  b}'"  experience  found  to 
be  corrupting  in  point  of  religion  and  dangerous  to  the 
State,  owing  to  the  pernicious  doctrines  instilled  by  the 
enemies  of  this  country.  The  Council  cannot  excuse  the 
Mayor  for  his  neglect  in  this  matter,  and  require  him 
thenceforth  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  suH'er  none  to  pass  over 
except  known  merchants  and  factors  and  persi'us  licensed 
by  the  Government.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  tliat  no 
record  of  this  letter,  or  of  any  measures  taken  to  obey  its 
instructions,  is  to  be  found  at  the  Council  House. 

The  earliest  example  of  a  civic  pension  occurs  in  the 
corporate  minutes  in  July.  Muriel,  the  aged  widow  of 
Michael  Pepwall,  a  former  mayor,  was  voted  £1  yearly 
"during  the  good  liking  of  the  Common  Council."  In  1G16 
the  widow  of  John  Young,  a  former  sheriff,  was  granted  £2 
a  year  out  of  the  funds  of  Trinity  Hospital.  Relief  of  this 
kind  to  impoverished  councillors  or  tlieir  relatives  sub- 
sequently became  common. 

On  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  Lord  Treasurer, 
the  Council  seems  to  have  been  in  some  perplexity  as  to  the 
•choice  of  a  new  High  Steward.     After  considerable  delay, 
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the  election  fell,  in  Angnst,  n})On  AVilliam,  Earl  of  IVni- 
broke,  Lord  Chamberlain.  His  k)rdship  was  presented  in 
1G18  witli  a  pijje  of  Canary,  and  in  1625  he  had  a  gift  of 
another  pipe,  together  with  two  hogsheads  of  claret. 

A  highly  interesting  donation  to  the  city  was  offered  to 
the  Conncil  on  December  7th.  Mr.  Robert  Redwood,  a 
wealthy  Bristolian  living  in  St.  Leonard's  parish,  jorofFered 
his  "lodge  near  the  Marsh"  for  conversion  into  a  library 
for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens ;  and  the  gift  was  thankfnll}^ 
accepted.  With  one  exception — at  Norwich — this  was  the 
first  public  library  established  in  England.  The  donor  had 
probably  been  in  correspondence  with  Dr.  Tobias  Matthew, 
Archbishop  of  York,  born  over  the  shop  of  his  father  on 
Bristol  Bridge,  and  may  have  been  induced  by  his  grace  to 
take  the  step  just  recorded.  At  all  events,  the  Archbishop 
hastened  to  forward  a  number  of  books  drawn  from  his 
extensive  library,  which  he  desired  should  be  preserved  "  for 
the  free  use  of  the  merchants  and  shopkeepers  of  the  city." 
In  January,  1G16,  the  Council  resolved  that  "  40,S'.  yearly 
should  be  allowed  to  him  that  now  keepeth  the  new  erected 
Library."  I]i  a  few  years  the  institution  became  so  popular 
as  to  require  extended  accommodation,  and  in  April,  1G34, 
the  Corporation  determined  on  its  enlargement,  "  for  which 
purpose,"  saj^s  the  minute,  "  Mr.  Richard  Vickris  hath  freely 
given  a  parcel  of  ground  adjoining  the'  said  Library."  A 
vote  of  not  exceerling  £30  was  then  granted  "  as  well  for 
new  building  the  addition  to  be  made  as  for  repairing  the 
old  house,"  tlie  mone}''  being  handed  over  to  a  gentleman 
charged  with  superintending  the  work,  whose  tragic  fate 
was  then  undreamt  of — "  ]\[r.  George  Butcher"  (or  Boucher). 
In  IGI-O,  when  the  extension  had  been  (  ompleted,  an  iron- 
monger was  paid  £3  17^*.  Gd.  "  for  15  dozen  and  a  half  of 
book  chains  for  the  Librar}'-,"  a  mode  of  protection  against 
thieves  that,  having  regard  to  the  portliness  of  most  of  the 
volumes,  seems  somewhat  superfluous. 

On  December  12tli  the  Privy  Council  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Bristol  and  other  towns,  and 
to  the  sheriffs  of  counties,  respecting  the  observance  of 
Lent.  Notwithstanding  the  strict  orders  previously  issued 
on  that  subject,  the  Council  found  they  had  been  con- 
temptuously neglected,  and  their  lordships  directed  that  an 
account  should  be  taken  of  non-observers,  and  that  the 
magistrates  should  show  a  good  example  in  their  own 
families,  A  second  mandate  to  the  same  effect  was  sent 
down  a  twelvemonth  later.      It  appears  from  the   Privy 
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Council  mimites  tliat  many  butcliers  were  prosecuted  for 
selling  meat  during  Lent,  while  the  acting  of  dramas  was 
suppressed  by  the  threatened  imprisonment  of  the  players. 
In  the  spring  of  IGl-i,  when  Parliaments  had  been  dis- 
pensed with  for  three  years,  during  which  the  King  had 
-,  vainly  striven  to  meet  the  boundless  extravagance  of  liis 

expenditure  by  impo.-^ing  arbitrary  Customs  duties,  and  sell- 
ing monopolies  and  baronetcies  to  the  best  bidder,  legislative 
help  was  found  to  be  indispensable  for  the  liquidation  of 
tlie  royal  debts.  The  elections  evoked  an  unparalleled  spirit 
:  of  opposition  against  the  nominees  of  tlie  Grovernment,  and 

^,  the  House  of  Commons  met  in  a  state  of  excitement.     The 

I  members  for  Bristol  were  Alderman  Thomas  James,  whose 

resistance  to  the  Court  has  been  already  noticed,  and  Alder- 
man John  Whitson,  who  forthwith  displayed  an  equal  zeal 
against  abuses.  On  April  18th,  during  a  debate  on  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill  "concerning  taxes  and  impositions 
on  merchants,"  it  was  shown  that  only  two  or  three  such 
impositions  were  in  force  at  the  King's  accession,  while  they 
now  numbered  nearly  eleven  hundred.  Mr.  "Whitson  de- 
clared that  if  he  had  forty  hearts  they  would  be  all  for  the 
Bill.  No  man  could  wear  a  shirt  or  a  band  without  feeling 
a  grievance.  He  would  rather  pay  a  sul.isidy  every  month 
than  allow  those  imposts  to  stand.  Edward  III.  once  prayed 
his  subjects  to  jDay  an  imposition  from  Candlemas  to  Whit- 
suntide ;  he  would  not  have  prayed  if  he  had  had  the 
power  to  demand  it.  Another  great  debate  took  place  in 
May,  when  the  policy  of  the  Court  was  again  warmly 
denounced.  Some  of  the  Court  party  luiving  suggested 
that  the  House  should  confer  with  tlie  King,  Whitson  pro- 
tested against  the  manceuvre.  In  presence  of  his  i\[ajesty, 
he  said,  none  dared  speak  their  thoughts.  On  the  pre- 
vious day  the  King  had  told  some  of  them  that  no  merchant 
was  a  groat  the  worse  for  impositions,  and  no  man  dared 
reply  ;  yet  every  merchant  felt  the  smart  of  the  burdens. 
Unhappily  the  Commons  soon  afterwards  quarrelled  with 
the  Lords  on  a  point  of  privilege,  and  the  King,  seizing  this 
pretext,  ordered  a  dissolution  early  in  June,  and  declared  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  session  null  and  void.  The  Corpora- 
tion of  Bristol  were  so  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  city 
members  that  Alderman  James  was  elected  mayor  in  Sep- 
tember, and  Alderman  AVhitson  was  his  successor. 

Moved  either  by  intolerance  of  absentees  or  by  the  pres- 
sure of  aspirants  to  office,  the  Council,  in  April,  1614,  dealt 
summarily  with  two  members  who  were  alleged  to  be  un- 
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able  to  attend  and  give  their  advice  in  tlie  Chamber,  and 
were  in  conseqnence  dismissed.  Four  seats  had  previously 
become  vacant,  and  eiglit  candidates  appear  to  have  sought 
for  admission.  One  of  those  elected  was  Henry  Plobson, 
host  of  the  Guilders'  Inn,  already  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  Plague.  Another  was  Humphrey  Hooke,  a  native 
of  Chichester,  who  acquired  a  great  fortune  in  mercantile 
adventures,  and  eventually  purchased  Kingsweston  and 
other  large  estates.  In  1616  another  councillor  was  dis- 
missed, "for  special  causes  thereunto  moving."  AVhether 
the  "  special  causes  "  were  represented  by  the  six  gentlemen 
who  sought  election  to  the  vacancy  is  left  to  conjecture. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  August,  1614,  it  was 
announced  that  a  bequest  had  been  made  to  the  Corporation 
by  the  late  Mrs.  Katherine  Butcher,  widow  of  Alderman 
John  Butcher.  Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  audit  book  for  the 
year,  the  amount  of  the  legacy  is  unknown,  but  it  was 
resolved  that  the  money  should  be  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  a  silver  gilt  "  skinker,"  and  of  a  similar  "  bowle ;  to  remain 
always  with  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being."  It  was  further 
ordered  that,  in  conformity  with  Mrs.  Butcher's  will,  a 
yearly  sum  of  Gs.  8d.  should  be  disbursed  for  a  sermon  on 
the  day  of  each  Mayor's  election  ;  but  this  ordinance,  like 
many  others,  was  rescinded  in  1703. 

The  cool  manner  in  which  many  corporate  bodies  pre- 
sumed to  levy  illegal  taxes  for  their  own  profit  is  a  marked 
feature  of  the  age.  In  August  the  Council  directed  a  letter 
to  be  written  to  the  ]\Iayor  of  "  Lymbrick  "  and  his  brethren, 
requesting  them  to  restore  the  money  they  had  unlawfully 
taken  from  a  13ristol  merchant  under  the  name  of  Customs. 
It  was  further  ordered  that  if  the  demand  were  refused  the 
goods  of  any  Limerick  man  found  in  Bristol  should  be 
sequestrated  to  indemnify  the  person  aggrieved,  and  that 
similar  reprisals  should  be  taken  as  regarded  other  Irish 
ports. 

King  James,  reckless  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  was  at 
this  period  inclined  to  dispense  with  Parliaments,  and  to 
adopt  means  of  raising  money  that  even  the  iron  govern- 
ment of  Henry  VIII.  had  been  forced  to  abandon.  In 
August  a  letter  was  addre.ssed  by  the  Privy  Council  to  the 
Mayor  and  Sherifis  of  Bristol,  in  common  with  other  towns, 
demanding  a  Benevolence,  or  gift  of  money  or  plate,  to  be 
presented  to  the  King  towards  the  payment  of  his  ever- 
increasing  debts.  All  the  inhabitants  of  ability  were  to 
be  "  moved "  to  contribute  generously,  and  the  names  of 
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those  who  refused  to  subscribe  were  to  be  sent  up  to  the 
Privy  Council.  The  Corporation  appointed  a  committee  in 
conformity  with  the  mandate,  but  the  Council  made  no 
contribution  on  their  own  account,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  wealthy  merchants  were  more  liberally  disposed. 
Similar  reluctance  was  displayed  in  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and,  in  spite  of  threats  and  intimidation,  all  that  could 
be  collected  in  three  years  did  not  exceed  £60,0{)0. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  September,  three  men, 
one  of  them  a  ''  platemaker,"  meaning  probably  a  silver- 
smith, were  admitted  to  the  freedom  on  payment  of  £2  4s.  Gd. 
each.  It  was,  however,  provided  that  if  they,  or  any  others 
admitted  by  fine,  should  open  an  ale-house  without  the 
license  of  the  justices,  they  should  be  forthwith  disfran- 
chised. 

At  a  time  when  every  branch  of  trade  and  commerce 
was  harassed  by  monopolies  conceded  to  Crown  favourites 
and  wealthy  confederacies  in  London,  it  was  natural  that 
local  merchants  should  seek  to  better  their  condition  by 
taking  part  in  a  system  that  enriched  their  rivals.  In  the 
summer  of  this  year  they  applied  to  the  Government  for  a 
revival  of  tlie  license  to  export  calf-skin  leatlier,  which  had 
been  granted  and  subsequently  withdrawn  by  Queen  Eliza- 
beth (see  p.  l(i),  and  in  September  the  King,  doubtless  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  issued  letters  patent  to  Alderman 
AVhitson  and  four  other  merchants,  granting  them  liberty 
to  export  yearly,  for  forty  years,  1,0IX)  dickers  (120,000)  of 
tanned  calf-skins,  a  Crown  rent  of  £250  being  reserved. 
For  some  unexplained  reason,  this  jxitent  was  soon  after- 
wards set  aside,  and  a  new  one  granted  on  the  same  terms 
to  William  Lewis,  Customs  Searcher,  the  patentee  jf  1600, 
who  immediately  conceded  his  jJi'ivilege  to  the  local  mer- 
chants in  consideration  of  a  yearly  rent.  The  trade  tlius 
created  in  contravention  of  the  statute  law  was  exceedingly 
profitable  for  many  j^ears.  The  subject  will  turn  up  again 
in  1640. 

Down  to  this  year  the  only  gathering-place  for  discussing 
and  transacting  mercantile  business  in  the  city,  as  well  in 
winter  as  in  summer,  was  practically  the  open  street.  Some 
protection  against  inclement  Aveather  being  thought  desir- 
able, the  Corporation,  in  December,  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  vestry  of  All  Saints,  by  which  the  latter 
granted  permission  for  the  building  of  a  merchants'  Tolzey 
on  that  part  of  Corn  Street  which  adjoined  the  church,  the 
penthouse  to  be  of  the  same  length  and  form  as  the  civic 
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Tolzey  opposite,  and  to  be  covered  with  lead.  The  Corpora- 
tion laid  out  about  £-14:  on  the  work,  to  which  the  Mer- 
chants' Society  also  contributed.  The  new  Tolzey  was 
provided,  for  the  conveniency  of  signing  documents  and 
settling  accounts,  with  several  brazen-headed  pillars,  similar 
to  those  now  standing  before  the  Exchange. 

Abuses  respecting  the  use  of  proxies  at  the  yearly  election 
of  officers  were  dealt  with  by  tiie  Common  Council  in 
January,  1615.  Certain  members  having  claimed  to  give 
votes  for  several  absentees,  it  was  ordered  that  each  person 
present  at  an  election  should  have  only  one  voice  in  addition 
to  his  own  whilst  representing  a  friend  having  reasonable 
cause  of  absence,  and  that  the  authority  for  this  second 
voice  should  be  in  writing. 

The  first  mention  of  a  postman  in  the  local  annals  occurs 
in  the  spring  of  1615,  when  the  Chamberlain  paid  a  trades- 
man 12s.  "  for  cloth  to  make  Packer,  the  foot-post,  a  coat." 
In  1616  Packer  was  sent  by  the  same  official  to  Brewham 
to  collect  rents,  and  was  paid  3s.  8d.  for  a  journey,  out  and 
home,  of  60  miles.  At  the  same  time  there  is  a  record  of 
"  Baker  the  foot-post,"  Avho  for  travelling  to  London  and 
back  on  city  business  received  13s.  4(1  for  his  pains  and  ex- 
penses. At  a  somewhat  later  date  there  was  a  payment  of 
£2  26'.  "  given  to  the  foot-post  for  his  badge."  AVhether 
these  men  were  simply  engaged  by  the  Corporation  when 
there  was  need  of  a  messenger,  or  made  their  living  by 
offering  their  services  to  the  public  at  large,  cannot  be 
determined.  No  Government  postal  establishment  existed 
in  the  provinces  until  16;55. 

In  the  Stale  Papers  for  July,  1615,  is  a  curious  letter,  in 
the  nature  of  a  circular,  signed  b}'-  Sir  Greorge  Buck,  the 
King's  Master  of  the  Revels.  It  sets  forth  that  his  Majesty 
had  been  pleased,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Queen,  to  appoint 
a  company  of  youths  to  perform  plays  at  Bristol  and  other 
towns,  under  the  name  of  the  "Youths  of  Her  Majesty's 
Royal  Chamber  of  Bristol."  [The  Queen  had  been  informed 
during  her  visit  by  her  local  entertainers  that  by  ancient 
custom  the  city  was  entitled  to  be  styled  the  Queen's 
Chamber,  just  as  London  was  called  the  King's  Chamber.] 
The  license  to  the  above  effect  was  granted  to  John  Daniel 
(brother  of  Samuel,  the  well-known  poet),  who  was  to  bring 
up  the  children  properly.  In  April,  1618,  permission  was 
given  by  the  Privy  Council  to  three  men  to  act  plays  in 
Bristol  and  other  towns  under  Daniel's  patent,  the  company 
to  stay  only  fourteen  days  in  each  place,  and  "not  to  play 
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during  church  hours."  Two  months  later,  these  players 
aiTived  at  Exeter  and  offered  an  entertainment,  but  were 
summarily  suppressed  by  a  puritanical  mayor.  His  wor- 
ship, in  a  letter  to  Under-Secretary  Coke,  stated  that  he  had 
stopped  the  Bristol  players  because  their  patent  was  only 
for  children  and  youths,  whereas  most  of  them  were  men  ; 
nevertheless,  as  they  were  appealing  to  the  Court,  he  was 
willing  they  should  play  if  such  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Privy  Council,  "  although  those  who  spend  their  money  on 
plays  are  ordinarily  very  poor  people."  In  the  autumn 
following,  the  Corporation  of  Bristol  gave  21s.  to  "  Sir 
George  Buck's  players,"  possibly  the  same  party. 

In  August,  1615,  Sir  Laurence  Hyde  resigned  the  Eecor- 
dership,  and  the  Council  forthwith  appointed  his  more 
celebrated  brother,  Nicholas,  afterwards  Chief  Justice,  as 
his  successor.  The  election  was  infcjrmal,  as  an  ancient 
ordinance  required  the  Recorder  to  have  been  a  reader  at 
one  of  the  Inns  of  Court ;  but  powerful  influence  was 
privately  exercised,-  and  the  rule  was  set  aside  "for  this 
time  only." 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  Council  dealt  with  a  grievous 
offender,  one  Matthew  Cable,  a  member  of  a  family  long 
resident  in  St.  Thomas's  jjarish.  It  was  ordered  that  unless 
Cable,  then  a  prisoner  in  Newgate,  did  in  open  session 
liumbly  submit  himself  to  the  Mayor,  and  acknowledge  his 
great  fault  in  uttering  lewd  words  against  his  worship 
whilst  being  carried  to  prison,  he  should  be  indicted  and 
punished  at  the  next  gaol  delivery.  The  assize  records 
have  unfortunately  perished. 

It  would  bo  tedious  to  narrate  all  the  vexatious  annoy- 
ances iniiicted  on  merchants  through  the  persecutions  of 
the  royal  purveyors.  In  the  hope  of  a  respite  the  Corpora- 
tion offered  at  this  time  a  gift  of  £110  to  the  King's 
grocer,  on  condition  of  his  demanding  no  purveyance  of 
grocery  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  a  bargain  was 
struck  to  that  effect.  The  relief  was  for  freemen  only, 
"  foreigners  "  being  left  to  the  tender  mercy  of  the  extor- 
tioner. 

The  grotesque  headgear  still  worn  on  State  occasions  by 
the  civic  swordbearer  was  an  established  institution  in  1615, 
when  it  was  a  somewhat  expensive  adornment.  A  new 
"  hat  of  maintenance  "  was  purchased  this  year,  the  fur  and 
trimmings  of  which  cost  £8  6s.,  equivalent  to  about  £40  in 
modern  currency,  and  175.  were  paid  for  a  box  to  preserve 
it.     The  office  of  swordbearer  was  one  of  great  dignity,  and 
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the  salary  a ttaclied  to  it  of  £20  (exclusive  of  numerous  fees) 
equalled  that  of  the  Recorder.  Occasionally,  too,  the  holder 
turned  his  place  into  a  sinecure  by  appointing  a  poorly  paid 
deputy.  The  Mayor's  head  covering  was  still  more  costly 
than  that  of  his  henchman.  In  1G21  anew  hat  of  crimson 
velvet  with  gold  lace  embroidery,  etc.,  cost  £10  9^'.,  but  its 
box  was  provided  for  10s. 

An  indication  of  increasing  reverence  for  what  Puritan- 
ism styled  the  Sabbath  is  observable  in  the  minutes  of  a 
Council  meeting  in  October.  Previously,  the  jjremises  of 
vintners,  victuallers,  and  ale-house  keepers  appear  to  have 
been  open  throughout  Sundays ;  but  it  was  now  decreed 
that  no  eating  or  drinking  should  be  permitted  in  such 
places  between  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  five  in  the 
evening,  except  for  two  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day  ;  and 
the  same  restriction  was  imposed  on  the  selling  of  fruit  by 
hucksters  and  boatmen.  Some  general  police  regulations 
were  also  resolved  upon.  No  cart  or  car  having  wheels 
bound  with  iron  was  to  be  arlmitted  within  the  walls, 
except  those  which  stood  at  St.  Peter's  "  plump  "  and  at  the 
end  of  Broad  mead.  AVood  for  fuel  was  to  come  in  on  drays 
(sledges)  only.  As'  coal  was  brought  only  on  the  backs  of 
horses  and  asses,  it  escaped  supervision.  Hay,  however,  was 
a  frequent  difficulty.  In  1(117  a  2:)ayment  was  made  for 
letting  down  the  portcullis  at  Temple  Gate  to  debar  the 
entrance  of  hay  wains ;  and  as  23s.  were  spent  a  few  weeks 
later  for  repairing  the  portcullis  at  Redcliff  Gate,  it  was 
doubtless  made  use  of  for  the  same  purpose. 

A  revolt  of  the  Bakers' Compan}'-  against  the  city  authori- 
ties caused  much  excitement  towards  the  close  of  the  year. 
Irritated  by  the  restrictions  which  tlie  magistrates  imposed 
upon  prices,  and  by  the  competition  of  the  country  bakers 
authorized  by  the  Council  (see  p.  22),  the  bakers,  by  dint  of 
a  heavy  bribe  sent  to  Court,  obtained  from  the  King  a 
special  grant  of  incorporation  with  power  to  frame  their 
own  laws,  by  which  they  proposed  to  set  the  civic  body  at 
defiance  and  to  establish  a  lucrative  monopoly.  The  new 
charter,  however,  required  the  Master  of  the  Company  to  be 
sworn  in  before  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  on  tlie  bench 
insisting  on  certain  conditions  the  Master-elect  refused  to 
take  the  oath,  while  his  brethren,  to  support  him,  threatened 
to  close  tlieir  shops.  Alderman  Whitson,  then  Mayor,  was 
nevertheless  equal  to  the  crisis.  Two  "  foreign  "  bakers, 
one  at  AVrington  and  the  other  at  Portbury,  received  per- 
mission to  bring  in  as  much  bread  as  they  chose,  and,  as 
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the  twopenny  loaf  thus  supplied  was  half  a  pound  heavier 
than  that  of  the  Bristol  men,  the  latter  were  compelled  to 
change  their  tactics.  After  an  interval,  however,  the}^ 
again  attempted  to  put  their  new  charter  into  operation, 
whereupon,  in  1619,  the  Corporation  instituted  a  suit  against 
them  in  the  Star  Chamber.  The  Privy  Council  then  took 
the  matter  in  hand,  and  their  lordships  resolved,  in  Novem- 
ber, that  the  King's  charter  was  against  all  good  policy,  the 
bakers  having  availed  themselves  of  it  to  diminish  the  size 
of  their  bread  and  to  shut  out  their  country  competitors, 
who  had  served  the  city  time  out  of  mind.  The  Attorney- 
General  was  therefore  ordered  to  take  legal  steps  to  annul 
the  charter,  leaving  the  bakers  to  be  governed  by  the  Cor- 
])oration  as  in  former  times.  The  triumphant  city  authori- 
ties next  resolved  on  prosecuting  tlie  bakers  for  their  conduct' 
l>efore  the  King's  charter  was  revoked,  but  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil ordered  the  judges  of  assize  to  stop  the  proceedings. 
The  State  Papers  for  July,  1G21,  contain  a  petition  of  the 
bakers  to  the  Privy  Council,  praying  for  protection,  but  it 
was  left  unanswered.  Being- at  lengtli  com])elled  to  capitu- 
late, the  Company  were  granted  a  new  onlinance  b}^  the' 
Common  Council  in  1623,  imjwsing  some  strange  restric- 
tions both  on  themselves  and  the  public.  The  only  kinds 
of  bread  permitted  to  be  made  for  sale  were  wliite  and 
liousehold  bread,  and  biscuits.  Buns  or  cakes,  if  produced, 
were  liable  to  confiscation,  except  during  Lent,  when 
cracknells  and  symnals  might  also  be  sold.  No  baker  Avas 
to  open  two  shops  or  to  employ  a  "  foreigner  "  as  journey- 
man. Pour  "foreign"  bakers  livinir  at  or  near  Pensford 
were  to  be  licenseil  by  the  ]\Iayor  to  bring  in  five  horse- 
loads  of  leavened  bread  twice  a  week,  but  were  to  sell  only 
at  tlie  High  Cross,  and  not  to  hawk  in  the  streets.  Finally, 
no  innholder  or  victualler  was  allowed  to  bring  in  country 
bread,  or  even  to  bake  in  their  own  houses,  under  pain  of  a 
heavy  fine  !  In  1624  the  Company  resolved  that  no  bread 
of  any  kind  sliould  be  sold  to  hucksters  to  sell  again.  Of 
twenty-two  members  who  signed  this  agreement  ten  could 
not  write  their  own  names. 

The  State  Papers  for  1615  include  a  document  endorsed  : — 
"  The  Surveyes  of  the  Forest  of  Kingswood  and  Chase  of 
Fillwood,"  drawn  up  by  one  John  Norden,  who  witli  others 
had  been  appointed  by  the  King  as  commissioners  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  those  royal  possessions.  It  is  evident  from 
Norden's  statements  that  the  woods  in  question,  througli 
the  neglect  or  more  probably  the  suborned  apathy  of  the 
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royal  officers  employed  there  for  a  long  series  of  years,  had 
been  practically  lost  to  the    Crown  and   appropriated    by 
neighbouring  landowners.     In  Plantagenet  times  tlie  King 
was  the  sole  proprietor,  and,  as  records  testify,  was  wont  to 
grant  timber  for  building  purposes  to  reHgious  houses  in 
Bristol.     In  1615  the  claims  put  forward  by  local  landlords, 
says  the  report,  "  swallowed  up  the  whole  forest,  not  allow- 
ing his  Majesty  the  breadth  of  a  foot,"  and   the  profits  of 
the  timber,  soil,  coal-mines,  etc.,  were  carried  off  from  the 
King  by  those  who  had   usurped  his  rights.     Nothing,  in 
fact,  was  left  to  the  Crown  but  the  herbage  for  the  deer,  and 
even  this  was  in  jeopardy,  as  every  "  pretended  owner  "  cut 
down  and  consumed  the  "  vert "  at  his  pleasure,  in  despite 
of  law.     Four  keepers  were  maintained,  each  with  a  separate 
"  walk,"  but  instead  of  the  2,000  deer  that  had  once  roamed 
through  the  woods,  the  men  admitted  that  none  of  them 
had  more   than  about  a  hundred  under  his  charge.     The 
keepers  had  deserted  their  lodges,  the  oldest  of  which  was  in 
ruins,  while  another,  in  the  principal  part  of  the  forest,  had 
been  appropriated. by  Mr.  Eichard  Berkeley,  who  had  con- 
verted it  for  his  own  j^rofit  into  an  alehouse,   haunted  by 
poachers  and  thieves.     Each  keeper  had  40s.  a  year,  and  the 
ranger   under  Sir  George   Chaworth,  Constable  of  Bristol 
Castle  and  Master  of  the  Game,  had  a  salary  of  £3  8a-.  l\cl, 
which  sums  were  paid  by  the  Sheriffs  of  Bristol.     "  Sheep 
and  goats,  most  pernicious  cattle  in  a  forest,  make  a  far 
greater  sliow   than  his  Majesty's  game."     The  goats  had 
spoiled    an    infinite   number   of    holly    trees,    "  the    chief 
browse,"    by    barking   them  ;     the   colliers    had   destroyed 
many  more,  using  them  to  support  the  workings,  and  large 
spaces  liad  been  laid  waste  by  the  thro  wing  about  of  pit 
refuse.     In  former  times  the  keepers  used  to  cut  down  oak 
boughs  as  food  for  the  deer,  but  this  was  now  forbidden  by 
the  pretended  owners,  as  was  the  cutting  of  bush  browse  ; 
and  the  herds,  from  want  of  nourishment,  were  consuming 
away.     The  number  of  cottages  that  had  been  erected  far 
exceeded  the  needs  of  the  coal-mines,  and  the  inhabitants, 
who  paid  rent  to  the  assumed  landlords,  committed  great 
spoil.     Tlie  value  of  the  coal  carried  out  of  the  forest  was 
alleged  by  witnesses  to  be  about  £200  yearly,  but  Norden 
had  been  informed  privately  that  it  was  worth  at   least 
£500.     A  man  named  Player  farmed  the  Avhole  of  the  coal- 
pits, and  the  report  suggested  that  he   should  be  inhibited 
until  he  proved  his  pretended  rights.     Thomas  Chester,  who 
claimed  a  portion  of  the  Chase,  had  cut  down  forty  great 
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trees,  and  had  lately  sold  about  forty  more  to  a  Bristolian, 
tliougli  tJie  land  was  said  to  belong  to   the    King.      The 
total  area  of  the  forest  was   estimated  at  4,297  acres,   of 
which  Chester    made  claim  to  1,380,    Lord    Berkeley   and 
Lady  Newton  to  1,350,  Sir  Henry  Billingsley  to  810,  and 
Richard  Berkeley  to  540.     The  remainder,  about  2(X)  acres, 
was  alleged  to  belong  to  a  Mr.  Weston,  Ralph  Sadler,  Lady 
Stafford,  Sir  R.  Lac}^,  and  one  Evans,  of  Bitton.     Turning 
to  Fillwood  Chase,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Avon,   and   an- 
ciently appurtenant  to  Kings  wood,  Norden  was  unable  to 
determine  its  true  boundaries,  owing  to  ages  of  neglect,  but 
he  believed  that  Bedminster,   Bisford  (Bishport),  Knowle, 
AVhitchurch,  and  Norton  Malreward  were  formerly  within 
the  perambulation,  as  those  places  paid,  or  should  pay,  32s, 
yearly  for  what  was  called   wood-lease-silver,   supposed  to^ 
belong  to  Bristol  Castle  in  right  of  the  forest,   but  now 
chiefly  received  by  one  Chester  for  his  master's  use.     It  was- 
proved  on  oath  that  in  former  times  the  deer,  crossing  the 
Avon  from  Kingswood,  used  to  feed  freely  as  far  as  Dundry 
hills,  but    the  bounds  had  been  altered,  the  old  names  of 
places  forgotten,  and  the   King's   lands   lost.     One   Hugh 
Smyth,    uncle    of     the     living    Sir    Hugh    Smyth,     once 
impaled  a  park    there,    but    the    ])alings  _  had   since    been 
carried    to   Ashton.       Certain    lands,  retaining    the   name 
of    Fillwood,    were   249    acres    in    extent,    and    of    about 
£209  yearly  value,  and  the  estimated  value  of  the  timber 
thereon  was  £1 ,300.    If  the  entire  estate  were  in  the  King's 
hands  it  was  estimated  to  yield  £5,487,  exclusive  of  land 
and  a  common  near  AVhitohurch,  worth  £4,000,  which  were 
probably  jiart  of  the  Chase,   though  claimed  by  Sir  Hugh 
Smj'th.      There  was    also    a   common   of   20(^   acr(  s   called 
Bristleton  (Brislington)  Heath,  supposed  to  be  part  of  the 
Chase,  with  coal-mines  there ;  but  the  neighbouring  land- 
owners were  turning  the  whole  to  their  own  profit.     The 
Government  took  no  action  upon  this  report,  and  the  "  pre- 
tended   owners "    were  practically   left    undisturbed   until 
1601,  under  which  year  the  subject  will  be  continued.     In 
the   Record   Office   are  some  depositions  taken  at  Bristol 
Castle  in  September,  1029,  the  only  interesting  feature  of 
which  is  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  rangers  resi)8cting  a 
singular  right  of  himself  and  his  brother  officers.     They 
were  entitled,  he  swore,  by  ancient  custom,  to  take  a  toll 
called  conducting  money,  or  cheminage,  at  Lawford's  Gate, 
from  all  i3assengers  bringing  in  or  carrying  away  goods  in 
wains,  carts,  or  pack-saddles,  to  or  from  the  great  fairs  of 
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the  city,  the  privilege  extending  from  nine  days  before  St. 
Paul's  tide  to  Lady  Day  (about  ten  weeks),  and  from  a  fort- 
night before  St.  James's  tide  to  St.  Lawrence's  Day  (about 
six  weeks).  The  toll  was  fourpence  for  a  wheeled  vehicle 
and  a  penny  for  a  pack-horse. 

The  year  1616  was  singularly  uneventful  in  a  local  point 
of  view.     In  the  absence  of  subjects  of  serious  import,  the 
citizens   resolved    upon   challenging    the    merchants    and 
traders  of  Exeter  to  a  shooting  match,  and  the  details  of  the 
subsequent  competition  are  related  with  somewhat  tedious 
minuteness  in  what  is  known  as  "  Adams's  Chronicle."  In 
brief  the  story  is   as  follows.     The  Devonians   having  ac- 
cepted the  challenge,  a  party  of  fifteen  Bristol  marks^nen, 
gallantly  arrayed,  and  accompanied  by  Sheriff  Tomlinson 
two  captains,  and  about  forty  worshipful  men,  set  off  on 
horseback    on  May  27th,  and    arrived  next   day  at  their 
destination,    where    thoy    were    cordially    welcomed     and 
sumptuously  feasted.     On  the  29th  the  visitors  had  a  jirivate 
trial  of  their  muskets,  but  a  spy  gave  an  account  of  their 
skill  to  the  opposite  party,  and  on  the  30th,  when  the  match 
should  have  come  off,  the  Exeter  men  fell  to. wrangling,  and 
nothing  was  done.     In  the  evening  the  visitors  were  enter- 
tained by  the  Sheriff  of  Exeter,  and  so  plentifully  supplied 
with  burnt  sack    that    "  the  young   Avilful  heads  "    spent 
nearly  all  the  night  in  drinking  healths,  while  the  Exeter 
men  stayed  soberly  at  home.     The  morning  bringing  much 
sickness,    fatigue,   and  reflection,  the  Bristolians  seriously- 
thought  of  returning  forthwith,  but  the  jeers  of  their  hosts 
supplied  the  needful  stimulus,   and   the   match    at  length 
began.     In  tlie  result,  the  Exeter  men  were  adjudged  to  be 
the  victors  by  ''two  rounds  to  one,"  and  the  wager  of  one 
hundred  nobles  was  consequently  awarded  them.     In  other 
respects  the  Bristolians  had  nothing  to  complain  of.     They 
were  not  suffered  to  expend  a  penny  in   the  city,  and  they, 
in  return,  distributed  £100  amongst  the  local  officers  and 
poor.     On  July  1st  the  Exeter  marksmen  arrived  in  Bristol 
for  the  return  match,  being  met  four  miles  off  by  300  horse, 
escorted  to  the  Bear  Inn,  and  bountifully  feasted.     Next  day 
butts  were  erected  in  College  Green,  but  on  the  3rd,  when 
the  Mayor  and  Council,  knights  and  gentry,  had  assembled 
to  witness  the  competition,   it  was  not  until  after  a  long 
delay  that  the  visitors  could  be  induced  to  23resent  them- 
selves.    Shooting  then  began  during  a  severe  gale,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  out  of  fifty-two  shots  on  each  side,  the 
Bristolians  made  but  seven  hits  and  their  rivals  only  five. 
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The  contest  was  renewed  next  morning  in  calm  weather, 
when  the  home  team  scored  tliree  and  their  opponents 
nothing.  "  So  our  men  were  best,  second,  and  third,  won 
the  three  rounds,  and  £100,  besides  much  bets,  all  of  which 
was  spent  upon  them  (the  Exonians),  and  £1(!)0  to  double 
repay  their  courtesy  ;  our  captains  not  suffering  them  to 
give  aught  to  an}''  officer  or  poor  in  our  city." 
'f  At  the  gaol  delivery  this  year  the  horriblo  j^unishment  of 

the  peine  forte  et  dare  was  inflicted  upon  a  prisoner  who 
refused  to  plead  to  his  indictment  in  proper  form,  and  in- 
sisted on  being  tried  "  by  God  and  Somersetshire."  Being 
taken  back  to  Newgate,  the  prisoner  was  placed  under  the 
pressure  of  heavy  weights,  which  were  gradually  increased 
until  life  was  extinct. 

,  A  curious  contest  for  precedency  in  tlie  Common  Council 
arose  at  JMichaelmas  on  the  conclusion  of  Alderman  Whit- 
son's  second  mayoralty.  Mr.  "Whitson  proposed  to  resume 
his  previous  place  as  senior  alderman,  but  was  withstood 
by  Alderman  Thomas  James,  on  the  ground  that  as  he 
(James)  had  twice  filled  the  chair  before  a  similar  honour  was 
■conferred  on  Whitson,  he  was  entitled  to  priority ;  while 
Whitson  contended  that  he  was  James's  senior  by  four 
years  in  the  aldermanic  office.  The  struggle  appears  to 
have  ended  in  a  personal  conflict,  in  which  AVhitson  was 
worsted.  The  Court  of  Aldermen  at '  once  took  the  dispute 
into  serious  consideration,  and  as  the  members  were  divided 
in  opinion,  a  case  was  drawn  up  for  presentation  to  Grarter 
King-at-Arras.  That  official  soon  afterwards  decided  in 
favour  of  AVhitson,  on  the  ground  that  as  both  the  parties 
luui  been  twice  nuiyor,  precedence  must  be  given  to  seniority 
in  the  position  of  magistrate.  In  August,  1G17,  the  Coun- 
•cil  practically  carried  out  this  judgment  by  requesting 
James  to  take  rank  after  his  rival  until  he  could  show  his 
right  to  the  jn'emier  position.  James's  death,  a  few  months 
later,  put  an  end   to  the  controversy. 

The  city  treasurer  led  a  somewhat  adventurous  life  at  this 
period.  Some  hint  having  been  received  from  London  that 
a  portion  of  the  King's  debts  for  wine  and  provisions  might 
be  recovered  b}'"  due  supplication,  the  chamberlain  was  des- 
patched to  make  the  needful  effort.  Two  long  and  weary 
journeys  proved  fruitless,  but  a  third  had  better  success. 
He  credits  himself  as  follows  in  his  accounts  : — ''  My  charges 
in  my  journey  to  London,  being  out  forty  days,  and  for 
horse  hire,  boat  hire,  diet,  and  other  charges  at  the  Court, 
.£10  2s.  Gc?."    Certainly  a  moderate  sum  for   so  lengthy  a 
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sojourn,  Tlie  sum  of  £417  (less  than  a  third  of  the  debt) 
was,  however,  recovered,  but  not  without  liberal  bribing,  the 
King's  cofferers  receiving  £20  and  the  Queen's  secretary 
£11,  while  many  tips  were  exacted  by  subordinates.  En- 
couraged by  this  result,  the  treasurer  made  two  more 
journeys  in  the  same  economical  manner,  and  got  £4C)C)  on 
one  occasion,  but  only  £G1  on  the  other.  The  latter  sum 
represented  part  of  the  money  due  for  the  wines  sent  to 
Woodstock  eleven  years  before.  The  "  gratuities  "  wrung 
from  the  Chamberlain  by  Court  underlings  before  the  cash 
could  be  received  amounted  to  £2G  16s.  6d.,  besides  which 
Sir  Robert  Fludd,  "for  his  pains,"  had  a  present  in  gold  of 
£55  and  a  barrel  of  sack,  whilst  £10  17^,  Gd.  were  extorted 
by  an  officer  of  the  Exchequer. 

It  was  stated  in  a  previous  page  that  the  Corporation, 
in  1605,  flung  the  work  of  cleansing  the  streets  upon  the 
inhabitants.  For  many  subsequent  years  the  authorities 
washed  their  hands  of  the  matter,  and  the  state  of  the 
city  when  the  Queen  was  about  to  visit  it  has  been  already 
shown.  The  filth  at  last  becoming  intolerable,  the  Council, 
in  April,  1617,  adopted  "the  Raker"  as  a  public  servant, 
and  voted  him  a  salary  of  £30  a  year,  in  return  for  which 
he  was  expected  to  sweep  the  thoroughfares,  remove  the 
refuse,  and  keep  the  entire  city  in  proper  order.  (See 
November,  1629),  i 

Having  erected  a  Tolzey  for  the  mercantile  classes,  the 
Corporation,  in  1617,  resolved  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
similar  penthouse  adjoining  the  Council  House,  reserved  for 
transacting  civic  business.  This  building  was  considerably 
increased  in  height  for  the  admission  of  five  up})er  lights, 
and  the  outlay  amounted  to  about  £150.  On  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  an  order  was  given  for  furnishing  the 
Council  Room  and  Tolzey  with  green  cloth  "  carpets  " — not 
as  coverings  for  the  floor,  which  were  then  deemed  super- 
fluous, but  as  drapery  for  the  tables.  A  few  years  later 
two  of  the  brazen  pillars  now  standing  before  the  Exchange 
were  presented  to  the  Corporation  by  two  citizens,  Thomas 
Hobson  and  George  White,  and  were  placed  in  this  Tolzey 
as  companions  to  the  two  others  of  more  ancient  date. 

Great  distress  prevailed  amongst  the  poor  during  tlie 
closing  months  of  1617,  and  continued  throughout  the 
following  year.  The  Corporation  advanced  £2(X),  and 
opened  a  house  in  Temple  Street  for  the  employment  of 
children  in  the  manufacture  of  "  kersey,"  while  additional 
rates   were   levied    for   the  relief   of   adults.     As   was  the 
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invariable    fate    of    corporate    industrial    enterprises     the 
kersey  works  proved  a  failure,  and  were  soon  abanrl'oned 
A  singular  mode  of  affording  help  to  the  poor  crops  up  in 
this  and   several    following    years.      The   Council    took  no 
steps  to  reduce  the  high  price  of  bread,  but  they  evinced 
much  anxiety  to  provide  the  commons  with  cheap  butter 
Large   purchases  were   made   every   year   of   this    article' 
Avhich  was  sold  by  retail  at,  and  often  below,  the  wholesale 
price    a  little  loss  being  apparently  deemed  unimportant 
provided  the  community  were  kept  in  good  humour      An 
explanation  of  this  policy  will  be  found  later  on. 

One   of    the   many    obnoxious    monoijolies    granted    by 
James   I.  was    that   excluding   merchants   generally   from 
trading  to    Turkey  and  the  Levant,   that  privilege  beino- 
<;onceded  only  to  a  body  of  wealthy  Londoners  styled   tli? 
Levant  or  Turkey  Company,  who  reaped  enormous  profits 
Irom  the  public  by  charging  excessive  i^rices  for  dried  fruits 
<and  other  eastern  merchandise.    It  may  be  assumed    thouo-h 
no  positive  proof  exists  of  the  fact,  that  the  Bristol  SocieSv 
of   Merchants,  who  had  vainly  claimed  the  rio-ht  of    free 
trading  conferred  on  them  by  their  charter,  at'^length  set 
the  monopolists  at  defiance  by  despatching  a  ship  to  the 
East    and^^by    bringing    in    a   cargo   of    the    prohibited 
articles.  _^  At    all   events,    they   were    being   sued    by   the 
Levant  Company  m  the  early  montlis  of  1G18,  and  Alder- 
anan  AVhitson,  with  a  worthy  com])anion,  Mr.  John  Barker 
Avas  sent  to  London  to  maintain  the  justice  of  their  cause 
before  the  Privy  Council.     On  investigation,  the  Govern- 
m(mt  found  that  the  terms  of  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.  to 
Jinstol  merchants  could   not    be  wholly  ignored,  and  the 
State  Papers  show  that  an  Order  in  Council  w.is  issued  in 
March,  granting  the  Bristolians  permission,   "on  trial  for 
three  years,"  to  import  200  tons  of  currants  yearly  from 
the  Venetian  (Ionian)  islands,  notwithstanding  the  Levant 
■Company's  monopoly,  they  paying  the  latter  body  Gs  8d 
per  ton  on  the  fruit.     The  concession  had  doubtless  been 
obtained    by   financial   expedients,    then   indispensable   at 
'Court,  and  the  expenses  of  the  two  deputies  were  very  laro-e 
I  hat   the   Earl   of    Pembroke,    Lord    High   Steward    l5id 
proved  a  helpful  friend  is  indicated  by  the  present  to  him 
of  two  pipes  of  Canary  by  the  Corporation  and  the  mer- 
■ciiants      No  time  was  lost  in  fitting  out  a  ship,  though 
but  of  IbO  tons;  and  the  voyage  was  so  successful  that  two 
ves^sels  sailed  m  the  following  year,  carrying  out  caro-oes 
.and  money  to  the  then  enormous  value  of  £5,4(X).    Nothin 
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more  is  heard  for  nearly  half  a  centiuy  about  the  three 
years'  trial,  and  little  note  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  the 
prescribed  maximum  of  2(XJ  tons,  William  Colston,  the 
father  of  Edward,  was  carrying  on  an  extensive  and  lucra- 
tive traffic  with  the  fruit  islands,  when  the  LeA-ant  Com- 
pany made  a  renewed  attempt  to  exclude  Bristolians  from 
the  trade.     See  1005. 

The  appetite  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  for  re- 
ligious lectures  seems  to  have  been  sharpened  by  what  it 
fed  on.  The  lectureship  maintained  at  St.  Nicholas'  Church 
out  of  funds  drawn  from  the  city  parishes  having  becomii 
vacant  in  March,  1618,  the  Council  ordered  that  a  learned 
man  should  be  procured  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  and  to  lecture  on  two  days  a  week.  The 
stipend  was  £52  a  year.  A  satisfactory  candidate  was  not 
found  till  the  autumn  of  1611),  when  Thomas  Tucker,  B.D. 
(having  a  certificate  of  competency  from  Dr.  Laud),  was 
appointed  with  the  approval  of  the  Bishop.  The  Council, 
to  provide  the  new-comer  with  a  house,  then  increased  the 
salary  by  ilG,  abstracting  that  sum  out  of  the  rental  of 
the  Bartholomew  Lands,  held  iu  trust  for  the  Grammar 
School ! 

An  early  mention  of  the  Penn  famil}''  occurs  in  a  memo- 
rial addressed  to  the  Privy  Council  by  the  Corporation  in 
June,  1618,  on  behalf  of  Giles  and  William  Penn,  local 
merchants.  The  document  prayed  protection  for  five  years 
for  the  Penns,  who  had  been  reduced  to  ruin  through  mis- 
fortunes, and  who  proposed  to  go  oversea,  with  the  help  of 
some  mercantile  friends,  to  seek  the  recovery  of  large  debts 
duo  to  them.  This  proj(>ct,  it  was  added,  was  being 
thwarted  by  a  few  of  their  creditor  ,  who  refused  them 
license  to  embark.  The  Privy  Council,  in  a  reply  addressed 
to  the  Mayor,  Alderman  Doughty,  and  otliers,  granted  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  and  requested  them  to  call  the 
objectors  before  them  and  move  them  to  more  charitable 
conduct.  If  they  still  were  refractor}^  their  names  were  to 
be  sent  to  the  Council,  a  hint  likely  to  remove  all  obstacles. 
Giles  Penn,  who  afterwards  became  a  captain  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  was  the  father  of  Admiral  Sir  AVilliam  Penn,  and 
the  grandfather  of  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  northern  limits  of  the  city  still  extended  no  further 
than  St.  James's  Barton.  A  deed  of  1579,  in  referring  to 
Stokes  Croft,  describes  it  as  a  field  containing  one  little 
lodge  and  a  garden ;  but  there  was  a  footpath  through  the 
ground,  and   in   1618  the  city  paviour   received    sixpence 
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from  tlie  Chamberlain  "  for  mending  holes  at  Stokes  Croft 
style." 

The  legal  profession  does  not  appear  to  have  been  much 
esteemed  by  the  Corporation.  It  was  ordered  in  September 
that,  there  being  six  attorneys  practising  in  the  court  of 
the  Guildhall,  whereas  of  ancient  time  there  were  only 
four,  no  new  election  should  take  place  until  after  the  num- 
ber had  been  reduced  to  the  old  standard.  It  may  be  added 
that  free  burgesses  were  not  allowed  to  raise  actions  against 
each  other  in  the  courts  at  AVestminster.  In  1G17  two 
citizens  were  fined  £1C)  each  for  this  "offence,"  which  was 
stated  to  be  in  violation  of  their  burgess  oath  and  of  the 
charters. 

An  extraordinary  ordinance  respecting  the  manufacture 
of  soap  was  made  by  the  Council  in  November.  It  was 
decreed  that  no  soapmaker  should  thenceforth  boil  any  oil 
or  stuff  other  than  olive  oil,  under  a  penalty  of  £10,  and 
that  in  default  of  payment  he  should  be  committed  to  gaol 
till  he  paid  the  money.  This  outrageous  attempt  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  mercliants  trading  to  Southern' Europe 
evidently  aroused  indignation.  A  montli  later  the  ordi- 
nance was  repealed,  but  another  was  adopted,  forbidding 
makers  of  black  soap  to  boil  train  and  rape  oil  and  tallow, 
under  pain  of  a  fine  of  £40  for  a  first  offence  and  of  dis- 
franchisement for  a  second.  After  an  interval  of  only  five 
weeks  this  decree  made  way  for  a  third,  which  affirmed,  in 
bold  defiance  of  the  truth,  that  olive  oil  had  always  been 
the  only  oil  used  by  honest  makers  in  producing  black  soap, 
and  that  the  use  of  rape  and  train  oil  autl  tallow  had  been 
devised  by  evil-disposed  and  covetous  persons  to  the  injury 
of  the  commonwealth.  A  penalty  of  £•!()  was  imposed  on 
any  one  using  those  "  noisome  and  unwholesome  "  mate- 
rials, and  on  any  one  buying  or  selling  such  "  base  "  soap. 
The  searchers  of  the  Soapmakers'  Company  were  to  have 
£1  out  of  every  fine,  and  the  rest  was  to  be  divided  between 
the  Company  and  the  Corporation.  Another  ordinance  to 
the  same  effect,  but  reducing  the  penalty  by  two-thirds, 
was  issued  in  1G24,  indicating  that  the  regulations  had  been 
ignored  by  manufacturers.  On  this  occasion  a  show  of 
vigour  was  thought  desirable,  and  Henry  Yate,  a  Common 
Councillor,  was  fined  £10  for  contemptuously  making  soap 
of  rape  oil  and  other  base  stuff.  The  ordinance  afterwards 
became  obsolete. 

A  renewed  attempt  was  made  in  1G18  to  further  the 
colonization   of    Newfoundland.      Some   Bristol  merchants 
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obtained  a  grant  of  land  t]iore  from  tlio  London  and  nri^tol 
Chartered  Company  (seep.  oi>),  and  resolved  on  tlio  estab- 
lishment of  a  settlement,  to'  be  called  ''Bristol  Hope," 
apparently  not  far  distant  from  G-ny's  little  colony  at  Sea 
Forest.  The  project,  liowever,  like  its  forerunner,  Avas 
abandoned  after  a  few  years'  trial, 

A  characteristic  defiance  of  popular  feeling  on  the  part  of 
James  I.  was  the  issue  by  his  orders,  in  1G18,  of  what  was 
styled  the  Book  of  SiDOrts,  which  the  incumbent  of  every 
church  was  required  to  read  from  the  pulpit  and' to  assist 
in  carrying  into  effect.  After  requiring  Eomanists  and 
Puritans  to  conform  to  tlie  Churcli,  the  royal  rescript 
enjoined  that  those  who  attended  divine  service  should  not 
be  disturbed  on  Sunday  afternoons  in  their  lawful  recrea- 
tions, such  as  archery,  dancing,  football,  leap-frog,  vaulting, 
etc ;  neither  were  they  to  be  prevented  from  enjoying  May 
games  around  the  maypole,  Whitsun  ales,  and  morrice 
(lancing  at  Christmas.  Sunday  bear  and  bull-baiting,  and 
the  playing  of  interludes,  were,  however,  forbidden,  as  was 
bowling  ''  by  the  meaner  sort  of  people."  The  mandate 
was  received  with  speechless  horror  b}^  the  bulk  of  religious- 
minded  people,  and  unquestionably  promoted  the  growth  of 
Puritanism  in  Bristol  and  other  populous  centres.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  more  striking  proof  of  the  wilful  blindness  of 
Charles  I.  in  def3dng  the  feelings  of  the  nation  than  his 
republication  of  this  Book  of  Sports  in  October,  1638,  with 
an  additional  and  highly  offensive  clause,  permitting  tlio 
holding  of  yearl}'-  wakes,  or  ale  drinkings,  around  parish 
churches  on  the  feast  of  the  saint  to  whom  the  building 
was  dedicated.  In  May,  IG-Jo,  the  detested  book  was 
burnetl  by  the  common  hangman,  by  order  of  Parliament. 

Another  device  of  the  Government  for  arbitrarily  extorting 
money  from  the  mercantile  community  aroused  much 
excitement  about  this  time.  One  of  the  crying  evils  of 
James's  reign  was  the  constant  seizure  of  merchant  vessels 
by  corsairs  sailing  out  of  Algiers,  Sallee  and  Tunis,  who 
not  only  plundered  the  shijDs,  but  carried  off  the  crews  to 
languish  in  slavery  for  life,  unless  large  sums  were  offered 
for  their  ransom,  the  English  Government  meanwhile 
treating  these  iniquities  with  perfect  unconcern.  In  1017 
the  Privy  Council,  in  a  letter  to  the  J\Iayor  of  Bristol,  after 
stating  that  within  a  few  years  SCK)  sail  of  shii)s,  with 
many  hundreds  of  English  sailors,  had  been  captured  by 
the  Turks,  and  that  the  merchants  of  London  had  offered 
to  raise  £10,000  to  assist  the  King  in  suppressing  the  evil, 
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requested  that  tlie  hearty  support  of  Bristol  should  be 
given  to  the  movement.  For  some  unknown  reason,  this 
demand  was  not  followed  up  for  nearly  two  years.  But  in 
January,  1619,  the  Privy  Council  again  addressed  the  Mayor^ 
requiring  that  the  local  mercliants  should  bo  assembled  and 
asked  to  subscribe  liberally  towards  an  intended  expedition, 
the  writers  adding  that  the  contribution  must  not  be  less 
than  £2,50(1,  and  that  half  tlie  amount  must  be  forth- 
coming within  two  months.  (Exeter,  Plymouth  and 
Dartmouth  were  assessed  at  -£l,rK30each,  and  Hull  at  £600.) 
The  mandate  excited  general  dissatisfaction.  The  ravages 
of  the  pirates  were,  indeed,  incontestable ;  the  brigands 
often  swarmed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  and 
the  city  was  frequently  appealed  to  for  subscriptions  to 
redeem  captives.  But  the  task  of  suppressing  the  robbers 
was  a  national  one  ;  and  if  the  lioyal  Navy  was  incapable 
of  dealing  with  it  the  blame  rested  with  a  Government 
which,  with  double  the  income  enjoyed  by  Elizabeth,  j)ro- 
fligately  squandered  its  resources,  and  had  spurned  the 
advice  of  Parliament  for  nearly  eight  years.  AVho  could 
feel  certain,  moreover,  that  the  money  thus  arbitrarily 
demanded  would  not  be  diverted  to  some  unworthy 
purpose  ?  ■:  These  objections,  of  course,  could  not  be 
publicly  expressed,  but  when  the  mandate  of  the  Privy 
Council  was  laid  before  a  mei^ting  of  the  merchants,  they 
declared  that  the  sum  required  was  wholly  beyond  their 
capacity  ;  they  had  sustained  great  misfortunes  by  the  loss 
of  five  valuable  sliips,  and  the  utmost  they  could  contri- 
bute was  £(HK ).  In  nqiljnng  to  the  Government,  the  Mayor, 
forestHung  tlui  wrath  thatwouKl  bo  excited  by  the  response, 
stated  that  ho  had  addressed  earnest  persuasions  to  the 
leading  citizens,  and  hail  raised  £[00  more,  which  was  all 
that  coukl  be  obtained.  The  Privy  Council  promptly 
expressed  surprise  at  the  backwardness  of  Bristol  when 
other  and  inferior  towns  were,  it  was  alleged,  displaying 
zeal.  Their  lordships  added  that  no  part  of  the  assessment 
could  be  remitted,  and  the  Mayor  was  directed  to  deal  with 
the  merchants  "  effectually."  Another  order  followed, 
peremptorily  requiring  a  remittance  of  half  the  impost,  or 
the  appearance  at  Court  of  the  Mayor  and  two  aldermen  to 
answer  for  their  negligence.  The  Mayor,  Aklerman 
Whitsoii  and  Alderman  Barker  thereupon  departed  for 
London,  with  £1,000  in  hand,  while  other  delegates  went 
up  on  behalf  of  the  Merchants'  Societ}'.  The  deputations 
specially  prayed   that  the  loans  made   by  the  city  to  the 
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King,  still  outstanding,  together  with  the  large  sums 
expended  in  equipping  ships  to  suppress  piracy  in  the 
Bristol  Channel,  should  be  taken  into  account ;  and  relief 
was  also  sought  in  consideration  of  tlie  losses  borne  by  the 
merchants  in  providing  wine  for  the  King  at  AVoodstock 
and  the  Queen  at  Bath.  These  pleas  were  scornfully 
rejected,  and,  strangely  enough,  the  Privy  Council  even 
refused  to  accept  the  £1,(XX.)  tendered  on  account,  and 
dismissed  the  supjjliants  to  their  homes  with  threats  as  to 
future  proceedings.  The  intended  expedition  was  after- 
wards postponed  for  a  year.  In  February,  1G20,  the 
Government  renewed  its  demands,  informing  the  ]\rayor 
that  no  abatement  or  further  delay  could  be  toloratoih 
The  merchants  then  held  another  meeting,  and  repeated 
their  previous  allegations  of  poverty  and  inability',  and 
the  Mayor  stamped  these  statements  as  truthful,  asserting 
that  the  citizens  had  lost  £8,(X)0  in  a  single  year  by 
shipwrecks  and  pirates.  But  the  excuses  were  of  no  avail, 
and  the  Government  eventually  extracted  tlie  full  amount 
"it  had  imposed.  About  £1,(XXJ  was  raised  on  loans,  Avhich 
were  gradually  cleared  off  by  levying  local  dues  on  shipping 
and  merchandise.  The  expedition,  which  did  not  sail  until 
October,  1020,  ended,  like  most  of  James's  enterprises,  in 
disgraceful  failure,  through  lack  of  gunpowder  and  pro- 
visions. 

The  city  waits,  four  in  number,  have  been  already 
mentioned.  In  January,  1019,  the  Council  thought  that 
the  band  needed  strengthening,  and  resolved  to  give  20.v.  8(Z. 
a  year  "  to  a  fifth  man,  to  x^lay  with  the  other  musitions 
of  the  city  on  the  saggebutt,  to  make  up  a  fifth  part." 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Earl  of  Ai'undel,  the  premier  peer 
of  the  realm  and  an  influential  mern  jer  of  the  Privy 
Council,  paid  a  visit  to  Bristol,  aiid  met  Avith  what  ho 
regarded  as  a  cold  reception  from  the  authorities.  The 
latter,  getting  a  hint  of  his  discontent,  and  knowing  his 
influence  at  Court,  gave  orders  to  a  comfit  maker  for  a 
quantity  of  sweetmeats ;  but  his  lordship,  unappeased  by 
the  tardy  compliment,  rejected  the  present,  and  departed 
in  dudgeon.  Making  the  best  of  the  rebuff,  the  Corpora- 
tion bargained  with  the  confectioner  to  take  his  cates  back 
again  on  payment  of  10s.  The  Earl's  displeasure  was  Init 
temporary,  for  in  1021  the  Council  bestowed  £11  on  his 
secretary  "  for  painstaking  towards  the  city  business." 

The  Corporation  displayed  abnormal  zeal  about  this 
period  in  providing  the  trained  bands  Avith  arms,  ammuni- 
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tion,  and  armour.  The  previous  provision  was  for  twenty 
men,  but  new  corslets,  head-pieces,  muskets,  pikes  and 
swords  were  laid  in  for  thirty  additional  soldiers.  The 
corslets  cost  22s.  Gd.  each,  and  the  muskets  from  12*'.  to 
156".  A  new  ensign  was  bought  for  £8  o.?.,  a  drum  for 
il2  12s.,  and  half  a  ton  of  gunpowder  (stored  in  the  old 
Council  House  at  the  Guildhall  \)  at  iJk^.  per  pound. 

In  July,  KilD,  James  I.  made  a  grant  under  sign  manual 
to  the  Alayor  and  Corporation  of  Bath,  permitting  them  to 
make  the  Avon  navigable  from  Bristol  to  their  city  for  the 
carriage  of  merchandise,  and  to  receive  the  profits  there- 
from. Though  nothing  was  done,  or  apparently  attempted, 
to  carr}''  out  the  project,  it  was  long  a  cherished  idea  of  the 
Bathonians.     (See  K).")!).) 

An  odd  pro])Osal  Avas  made  by  the  Privy  Council  in 
December.  AVriting  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  their 
lordships  stated  that  the  King,  before  granting  a  Corpora- 
tion to  Waterford,  was  desirous  of  seeing  some  additional 
Englishmen  in  the  place,  and  directed  inquiries  to  be  made 
as  to  the  willingness  of  any  Bristolians  to  settle  there  and 
form  part  of  the  new  corporation.  Such  persons  should  be 
worth  i^l,000  each,  or  £5U(J  at  the  least,  and  should  be  of 
good  temper,  not  turbulent  or  violent,  so  that  they  might 
take  their  turns  in  the  magistracy.  The  reply  of  the 
justices  has  not  been  preserved,  and  there  is  no  record  of 
any  migration. 

Alderman  Matthew  Haviland,  one  of  the  wealthiest  of 
local  merchants,  died  in  March,  1020.  By  a  remarkable 
instruction  given  in  his  will,  he  desired  that  his  body, 
instead  of  being  interred  in  his  [)arlsli  church,  like  those  of 
otiier  city  nuignates,  should  be  buried  in  St.  Werburgh's 
churchyard,  "  without  a  coffin,  if  I  may."  Another  custom 
of  the  time  was  to  give  black  cloaks  to  as  many  poor 
]>orsons  as  represented  the  age  of  the  deceased  ;  but  Mr. 
Haviland  ordered  that  gowns  of  russet  cloth  should  be 
bestowed  on  only  twelve  "  honest  men,"  with  12cl.  each  for 
their  funeral  dinners.  If,  however,  the  cloth  could  not  be 
had,  thirty  such  men  were  to  -be  clothed  in  frieze  gowns. 
The  popular  Puritan  vicar,  Mr.  Yeamans,  was  beqmsathed 
a  legacy  for  preaching  a  funeral  sermon  on  a  text  named  in 
the  will,  and  £-1  yearly  were  left  for  preaching  twelve 
sermons  to  the  prisoners  in  Newgate. 

The  creation  by  the  King  of  new  monopolies  was  of  con- 
stant occurrence.  A  monopoly  of  making  tobacco  pipes 
having  been  sold  to  a  company  in  London,  a  royal  pro- 
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clamation  was  issued  in  May,  1020,  forbidtlino-  any  one  from 
violating  the  terms  of  the  j)atent  by  manufactnring  pipes 
or  bnying  from  unlawful  makers,  and  threatening  offenders 
with  fine  and  imprisonment.  A  few  months  later,  a  similar 
proclamation  was  issued  in  connection  with  a  monopoly 
just  granted  to  Londoners  for  the  exclusive  making  of 
starch.  Both  these  industries  were  then  largely  prosecuted 
in  Bristol,  and  the  grievance  caused  by  the  ro3^al  policy 
must  have  been  keenl}''  felt.  The  monopolies  continued 
until  they  were  dealt  with  by  the  Long  Parliament.  B}-- 
that  time  smoking  had  become  so  prevalent  that  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  Jul}'-,  1644,  passed  an  Ordinance,  imposing 
an  excise  dut}^  on  "  tobacco  pipes  of  all  sorts,  to  be  paid  by 
the  first  buyer,  for  every  grosse  four  pence." 

The  first  local  bookseller  of  whom  there  is  authentic  record 
is  mentioned  in  the  Council  minutes  for  June,  1620.  One 
Eliazer  Edgar  petitioned  for  the  freedom,  "  only  for  the 
using  of  the  trade  of  binding  and  selling  of  books,"  and  he 
was  admitted  on  payment  of  £4. 

AVith  a  view  to  employing  the  prisoners  confined  in 
Bridewell,  the  Corporation,  in  September,  set  up  a  "Brassil" 
[logwood?]  mill  in  the  biiildiilg  at  a  cost  of  about  £45. 
How  the  machine  was  put  in  action  does  not  appear. 

In  October  tlie  Corporation  granted  a  new  lease  fur  thirt}-- 
one  years  to  the  Master  and  Company  of  Innholders  of  a 
tenement,  containing  two  chambers,  called  the  Innholders' 
Hall,  situate  in  Broad  Street,  "near  the  Tennis  Court 
there  " — an  interesting  reference  to  a  place  of  amusement 
at  that  spot,  of  which  this  is  the  earliest  record,  though  a 
tennis-court  had  existed  near  Bell  Lane  previous  to  looS. 
In  IVt-ember,  l(i62,  the  Corjioration.  on  payment  of  a  fine 
t)f  .4!S0,  granted  a  new  lease  of  the  teni.is-court  and  an 
aeljoining  house  for  a  term  of  fortj'-one  years  at  a  rent  of 
£4  (iv.  8d.  yearly. 

The  vegetable  market  had  up  to  this  period  been  held 
chiefly  in  High  Street ;  but  a  corporate  ordinance  was 
issued  in  October  forbidding  the  sale  of  carrots,  cabbages, 
and  turnips  in  that  thoroughfare,  and  requiring  dealers  to 
resort  to  Wine  Street  onl}'.  As  the  pillory  in  the  latter 
street  was  frequently  in  requisition,  handy  missiles  Avere 
thus  provided  for  the  rabble,  which  rarel}''  failed  to  pelt 
offenders  with  merciless  severity. 

The  early  efforts  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  to  promote 
the  colonization  of  America  were  noticed  at  page  27.  After 
some  years'  inaction,  Gorges  petitioned  for  and  was  con- 
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ceded,  in  November,  1()2C),  a  new  royal  patent  incorporating 
Avliat  was  commonl}^  styled  "  the  Council  for  New  England," 
to  which  James   I.  made  the  extraordinary  grant  of  the 
whole  of  North  America,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
lying  between   the  40th  and  48th  degrees  of  latitude.     A 
practically  free  trade  with   England  was  conceded  to  the 
colonists,  with  exclusive  rights  of  fishing  on  the  east  coast. 
The  earliest  extant  document  relating  to  the  incorporation 
is  a  letter  of  the  Priv}^  Council  to  the  Mayors  of  Bristol  and 
other  Western  towns,  dated  September  18th,  1(J21,  stating 
that  although  the   Company  had  offered  every  facility  to 
merchants    to   partake    in    their    privileges    by    becoming 
members,   yet  unauthorized    persons    had    intruded  in  the 
trade  to  New  England  and  fished  on  the  coast,  and  request- 
ing   the   Mayors    to   give    warning    that    future    offenders 
would    be    severel}^  punished.     The  Ma^^jr  of   Bristol  for- 
warded the  missive  to  the  Merchants'  Society,  accompany- 
ing it  with  an  elaborate  document  that   he  had  received 
.from  Sir  E.  Gorges  (then  sta3'ing  with  Sir  Hugh  Smyth  at 
Long  Ashton).     Erom  the  latter  paper  it  apj)ears  that  the 
Company  wished  to  farm  out   its  privileges  to  a  separate 
joint-stock  concern,  having  subsidiary  branches  at  Bristol, 
Exeter,  etc.,  the  whole  to  be  under  the  suj^ervision  of  tlie 
New  England  Council,  who  demanded  a  share  of  the  profits. 
The  scheme  was  regarded   by  the  Bristol  merchants,  who 
invariably  shunned    joint-stock  companies,    as    unpractical 
and  unworkable,  and,  in  spite  of  an   expostulatory  letter 
from   Corges,   followed    up  by  a  personal  conference  with 
him,  he  was  informed  through  the  Mayor  on  October  l.'Jth 
that  the  JNlerchants'  Company  found  the  details  of  his  plan 
so  "  diflicult  "  that,  in  the   absence   from  homo  of  several 
members,   they  could    arrive  at  no  conclusion   until    they 
received  further  explanations  ;  but  that  they  hoped  in  the 
meantime  they  would  be  permitted  to  fish,  on  undertaking 
to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  profits.     About  the  same  date 
some  leading  members  of  the  Merchants'  Society  wrote  t( 
the  members  for  the  city,  then    in  London,  stating  that 
they  "in  no  wise  liked  "  (J-orges'  propositions,  yet,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  some 
Bristolians    were    anxious    to    make    a    trial   of    the    new 
grounds,  and  Gorges  had  offered  to  grant  a  ship  the  per- 
petual privilege  of  fishing  for  a  pa3anent  of  £10  for  each 
30  tons  burthen,  or  £50  for  a  ship  of  150  tons.     Some  being 
willing  to  adventure  on  these  terms,   the  writers  desired 
that  the   New  England  charter  might  be  j)erused  to  dis- 
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cover  whether  tlie  Council  liad  really  power  to  restrain 
fishing  on  the  coast.  The  answer  to  this  letter  has  not 
been  preserved.  In  December,  1()22,  Sir.  F.  Gorges  and  his 
colleagues  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Mayor,  stating  that, 
although  the  Privy  Council  had  just  rigorously  forbidden 
any  invasion  of  the  Company's  jDrivileges,  they  were  still 
willing  to  grant  licenses  to  trade  and  to  fish  on  reasonable 
conditions,  and  desired  the  fact  might  be  made  known. 
Another  proposition  was  also  forwarded  by  the  Company, 
by  which  every  person  who  adventured  £12  10.9.  in  their 
settlement  was  offered  a  free  gift  of  2(X)  acres  of  land  in 
fee  ;  while,  to  defray  the  cost  of  transporting  the  adven- 
turer's family,  he  was  promised  100  acres  for  each  soul 
carried  out,  at  a  chief  rent  of  only  Tw.  To  promote  the 
success  of  the  colony,  the  King,  in  December,  1028,  sent  a 
letter  to  tlie  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Somer- 
set and  Bristol,  and  the  justices  and  deputy-lieutenants, 
urging  them  to  move  persons  of  quality  and  means  to 
advance  a  jjlantation  so  especially  advantageous  to  the 
trade  of  the  Western  counties.  A  copy  of  this  missive  was 
sent  by  Lord  Pembroke  to  the  Maj^or,  urging  compliance 
with  the  ro3^al  request;  but  the  mercantile  community 
seem  to  have  made  no  response.  After  the  death  of  Sir 
Hugh  Smyth,  in  l(i27,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  married  his 
widow,  and  in  right  of  her  jointure  became  temporary 
owner  of  the  Great  House  on  St.  Augustine's  Back.  In  a 
letter  written  in  that  mansion  on  April  (5th,  1G32,  the 
gallant  knight  refers  to  a  sport  that  is'  known  to  have 
been  popular  amongst  the  gentry  of  the  time,  though  never 
nientioiiud  by  local  annalists.  He  was  prevented,  he  told  a 
friend  in  London,  from  travelling  to  toAvn,  having  "  taken 
a  fall  "  from  his  horse  at  a  race  meeting,  and  was  unable  to 
move.  Almost  the  last  mention  of  Gorges  in  the  State 
Papers  occurs  in  a  charter  granted  to  him  on  March  2yth, 
1();39,  when  he  was  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  by 
which  Charles  I.  conceded  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  entire 
province  of  Maine,  New  England,  with  the.  islands  thereto 
appertaining,  with  a  reservation  to  the  Crown  of  a  fifth 
part  of  the  gold  and  silver-mines  and  of  the  pearl  fishery, 
together  with  a  yearly  rent  of  one  quarter  of  Avheat, 

The  "  Articles  and  Decrees "  of  the  Company  of  St. 
Stephen's  Ringers  appear  to  have  been  drawn  up  in  the 
closing  months  of  1020 ;  but  it  is  clear  from  the  tenor  of 
some  of  the  rules  that  the  Society  was  even  then  an  ancient 
institution.     Like  the  Fraternity  of  St.  ]\rary  of  the  Bell- 
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house,  who  liad  a  chapel  and  cliantry  priest  in  St.  Peter's 
('hurch,  the  Ringers  had  been  probably  a  pre-Reformation 
^mild  for  religious,  benevolent,  and  social  purposes.  In 
.1(;!20  the  members  were  still  exclusively  bell-ringers,  and 
the  22nd  article  of  their  "  Ordinary  "  indicates  the  feeling 
that  survived  amongst  them.  "If  any  one  of  the  said 
Company  shall  be  so  rude  as  to  run  into  the  belfry  before 
he  do  kneel  down  and  pray,  ...  he  shall  pay,  for  the 
first  offence,  sixpence,  and  for  the  second  he  shall  be  cast  out 
of  the  Company."  Each  "  freeman,"  or  member,  on  being 
admitted  gave  a  breakfast  to  the  bretln-en,  or  paid  down 
iis.  4(1.,  and  afterwards  contributed  a  penny  per  quarter  to 
the  Society's  funds.  On  j\Iichaelmas  Day,  between  five  and 
eight  o'clock  in  the  nKjrning,  tlie  Fraternit}^  were  required 
to  meet  for  the  election  of  a  master  and  two  wardens  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Three  members  were  to  be  put  in 
nominatioii  for  the  former,  and  four  for  the  latter  office, 
and  the  man  selected  as  master  was  to  contribute  two 
shillings  towards  a  breakfast  for  those  assembled,  whilst 
the  new  wardens  were  to  give  the  master  a  pint  of  wine 
apiece.  But  the  great  yearly  gathering  of  the  Company 
was_  fixed,  as  it  continues  to  be,  for  November  17th,  the 
anniversary  of  the  accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  is 
traditionally  said  to  have  been  charmed  by  the  sweet  peals 
of  the  St.  Stephen's  Ringers  on  her  visit  to  the  city,  and  to 
whom  they  have  always  rendered  exceptional  honour.  Tlie 
early  minute-books  of  the  Society  have  been  lost.  Tlie 
earliest  known  master  was  Tliomas  Atkins,  elected  in 
1681. 

The  Bishop  of  Bristol,  Dr.  Searchfield,  made  an  appeal  to 
the  citizens  in  December  on  behalf  of  the  parochial  clerg}', 
pointing  to  their  inack^quate  stipends,  and  suggt  sting  that 
an  application  should  be  made  to  Parliament  for  an  increase 
in  their  incomes.  His  action  gave  offence  to  the  Common 
Council,  which  passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  similar 
attempts  had  been  made  on  sundry  previous  occasions,  and 
that,  as  the  livings  had  of  late  increased  in  value,  there 
was  less  cause  than  ever  for  the  course  proposed,  which 
would  be  vigorously  opposed  by  the  Corporation.  The 
incumbents  thereupon  appealed  for  relief  to  the  Privy 
Council,  stating  that  the  directions  formerly  given  by  their 
lordships  for  an  increase  of  tlieir  incomes  had  not  l)een 
acted  upon,  and  praying  that  they  might  be  repeated.  The 
petitioners  were,  they  alleged,  in  great  poverty,  no  single 
benefice  yielding  more  than  £8  or  £10  yearly,  although  all 
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in  superstitions  times  gave  a  sufficient  maintenance  to  a 
learned  man.  The  Privy  Council,  in  March,  1G21,  sent  tliis 
petition  to  the  Bisliop  and  the  Mayor,  requesting  them, 
until  further  orders,  to  persuade  the  burgesses  and  men  of 
ability  to  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
ministers,  "  especially  of  those  v/lio  are  preachers  "—a  proof 
that  some  were  still  remiss  in  their  duties.  The  names 
and  abilities  of  persons  refusing  to  subscribe  were  to  be 
sent  up  to  the  Council.  Notwithstanding  the  imi^lied 
threat,  no  evidence  is  to  be  found  that  the  order  was 
obeyed. 

A  general  election  took  place  in  December,  when  Alder- 
man AVhitson  and  Alderman  John  G-uy  were  returned  for 
the  city._  The  Houses  met  early  in  1621,  and  the  Commons 
lost  no  time  in  denouncing  the  trading  monopolies  granted 
by  the  King,  several  of  the  more  oppressive  monopolists 
being  impeached.  Some  local  bearings  of  the  subject  are 
not  without  interest. 

About  three  years  before  this  date  the  King  granted  a 
patent  to  two  AVelshmeii,  giving  them  an  exclusive  right, 
for  twenty-one  years,  to  export  from  South  AVales  (fju) 
kilderkins  of  butter  on  payment  of  one  shilling  per  kilder- 
kin to  the  Crown.  The  patent  was  forthwith  sold  to  a 
London  merchant  named  Henley,  wlio  put  a  stop  to  the 
large  and  profitable  business  previously  carried  on  in  the 
same  district  by  certain  Bristolians.  The  latter  then  found 
it  necessary  to  negotiate  with  Henley,  and,  for  a  ready- 
money  payment  of  i:iU),  and  an  undertaking  to  pay  the 
Crown  rent,  with  2.v.  per  kilderkin  more  to  the  patentee, 
t  hoy  obtained  a  concession  of  two-thirds  of  the  monopoly.' 
TMie  landed  interest  in  AVales,  deprived  of  an  open  market 
for  their  produce,  and  seeing  great  profits  made  by  the 
engrossers,  naturally  felt  aggrieved,  and  instructed  their 
representatives  to  complain  to  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
whilst  the  Bristol  merchants,  in  great  alarm,  sent  pressing 
requests  to  the  cit}^  members  to  support  their  cause.  The 
price  of  butter,  it  was  alleged,  had  not  been  unduly  en- 
hanced in  England,  for  through  the  care  taken  in  supply- 
ing the  Bristol  market— a  statement  throwing  a  fiood  of 
light  on^the  curious  butter  transactions  of  the  Corporation 
(see  p.  Go) — the  price  liad  not  exceeded  4d.  per  lb.  even  in 
times  of  scarcity.  Fortunately  for  the  monopolists,  the 
House  of  Commons  was  not  allowed  time  to  remedy  the 
"Welsh  grievance,  and  the  patent  remained  in  force. 

Strangel}^  indifferent  to  the  current  of  national  opinion, 
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the  Merchants'  Society  tliought  the  moment  a  favonraWe 
one  for  appealing  to  Parliament  for  an  extension  of  their 
privileges.  They  had  ahvays  claimed  an  exclusive  right  to 
trade  as  merchants  in  the  port  of  Bristol,  but  the  Act 
Avhich  they  obtained  in  loGG  to  enforce  that  claim  was 
repealed  five  years  later  on  the  petition  of  the  Corporation, 
and  they  had  been  unable  to  prevent  the  influx  of  com- 
petitors. A  new  effort  to  establish  a  monopoly  being  now 
resolved  upon,  a  Bill  was  prepared  to  revive  the  Act  of 
15()(),  and  the  Common  Council,  in  which  the  mercantile 
interest  had  become  predominant,  published  what  was 
styled  a  "  certificate,"  for  circulation  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  alleging  the  urgency  of  tlie  measure.  Beginning 
with  a  flagrantly  untruthful  assertion  that  the  former  Act 
had  been  repealed  through  the  manceuvring  of  petty 
"  shopkeepers,"  the  certificate  went  on  to  affirm  that  the 
liberty  of  trading  thus  secured  had  tempted  inexperienced 
retailers,  and  even  mean  craftsmen,  to  forsake  their  callings 
and  traffic  as  merchants,  with  the  result  of  impoverishing 
both  themselves  and  the  Society,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  city,  the  decay  of  navigation,  and  the  diminution  of 
the  King's  Customs.  Owing  to  the  jDressure  of  public  busi- 
ness, the  city  members  did  not  introduce  the  Bill,  but  it 
will  shortly  be  heard  of  again. 

The  Corporation,  in  January,  1621,  resolved  on  an 
ordinance  ^'  for  the  setting  of  the  Common  Watch,"  of  which 
we  hear  for  the  first  time.  By  this  document,  ''all  the 
inhabitants,"  probably  moaning  all  the  male  householders, 
were  required  in  turn  either  to  serve  as  watchmen  or  to 
pay  a  weekly  sum  for  a  substitute.  The  regulation  as  to 
numbers  is  somewhat  unintelligible,  but  seems  to  show  that 
personal  service  was  not  anticipated.  The  sergeants  were 
to  warn  "  32  persons  for  the  watch  every  night,  5 
for  Frooni  Gate,  5  for  Newgate,  5  for  Redclifi'  Gate,  5 
for  Temple  Gate,  and  4  for  Pithay  Gate," — a  total  of 
only  twenty-four, — "  and  shall  retain  six  of  the  pays 
for  their  pains  and  candlelight,  and  two  joays  for  tJie 
bellman."  The  sheriff's  were  to  see  the  watch  sworn  in 
nightly  for  one  month,  and  then  two  councillors,  "  as  they 
are  in  antiquity,"  Avere  to  perform  the  same  duty  for  each 
following  month  throughout  the  year.  In  July,  l(i28,  the 
Council  ordered  that  the  above  "  Act  "  should  be  revived — 
a  plain  admission  that  the  new  institution  had  been 
objected  to  by  the  liouseholders,  and  had  been  suffered  to 
become  extinct.     By  the  revived  ordinance  burgesses  were 


78  THE    ANXALS    OP    BRISTOL  [1621 

required  to  watch  in  person,  a  decree  -whicli  wealth}'-  men 
were  not  likely  to  obe}'. 

Another  ordinance  of  January,  1621,  relates  to  certain 
"  good  gifts  heretofore  given  to  the  cit}^  which  cannot  now 
be  restored  to  the  uses  intended  by  the  donors," — clearly 
referring  to  pre-E-eformation  bequests  left  to  the  Corpora- 
tion for  superstitious  services.  It  was  decreed  that  £60 
per  annum  arising  from  such  gifts  should  be  bestowed  on 
placing  (apprenticing)  poor  burgesses'  children,  and  that 
£10  more  should  be  spent  in  the  purchase  of  coals  for  the 
poor.  Subsequently  a  third  of  the  former  amount  was 
diverted  to  the  maintenance  of  poor  children  sent  to  work 
in  the  House  of  Correction.  These  payments  came  to  an 
end  during  the  financial  embarrassments  caused  by  the 
Civil  War,  when  the  capital  of  the  above  benefactions  dis- 
appeared. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Privy  Council  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Mayor  requesting  the  contributions  of  the  citizens 
in  the  King's  name  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate, 
"  his  children's  patrimony."  The  Prince  Palatine's  misfor-  ^ 
tunes  had  excited  intense  sympathy  amongst  Englishmen, 
and  the  citizens  appear  to  have  responded  lil)erally.  In  the 
Council  every  member  save  one  (Henry  Gibbes)  added  his 
name  to  the  subscription  list,  the  donations  varying  from 
20,s'.  to  £5.  Shortly  afterwards,  however,  the  Palatinate 
was  hopelessly  lost,  mainly  through  the  besotted  policy  of 
James  I.,  and  the  Bristol  fund  remained  in  hand.  In  i62.'i 
the  Council  ordered  that  tlie  amount  should  bo  paid  over  to 
the  Chamberlain,  and  that  £15(J  should  be  disbursed  for 
ransoming  u]nv^ards  of  forty  Bristolians  held  in  slavery  at 
Algiers.  The  Pi'ivy  Council  seems  to  have  forgotten  the 
matter  until  eight  3'ears  later,  when  an  informer  brought 
the  facts  under  its  notice,  and  a  demand  for  an  explanation 
was  instantly  forwarded.  Strange  to  say  the  subject  was 
again  allowed  to  go  to  sleep,  and  nothing  more  is  heard  of 
it  until  1687,  when  the  Attorney-General  filed  an  informa- 
tion against  the  Chamberlain,  to  which  the  latter  pleaded 
that  all  the  money,  with  the  approval  of  the  subscribers, 
had  been  expended  in  the  ransom  of  slaves.  As  the 
Government  had  obviously  no  right  to  the  contributions, 
the  prosecution  was  quietly  dropped. 

Another  instance  of  aristocratic  interference  in  civic 
affairs  took  place  in  ]\Iarch,  1621.  The  aged  and  much 
respected  town  clerk,  Hierom  Ham,  having  intimated  his 
intention  to  resign  office,  one  James  Dyer,  a  J'oung  law 
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student  in  London,  procured  a  "letter  of  recommendation" 
from  tlie  Earl  of  Arundel  to  the  Common  Council,  and  the 
ancient  law  requiring  the  clerk  to  be  a  barrister — a  very 
necessary  qualihcation,  seeing  that  the  officer  presided  at 
(juarter  sessions,  and  was  legal  adviser  to  the  magistrates 
and  Corporation — liaving  been  dispensed  with  "  for  this 
time  only,"  the  Earl's  nominee  was  at  once  elected.    - 

Thomas  Cecill,  one  of  tlie  sheriffs  appointed  in  1G18,  was 
accused  in  August,  1G21,  of  a  discreditable  offence.  During 
his  shrievalty  he  had  the  nomination  of  one  of  the  sheriff's 
sergeants,  and  appointed  a  man  who  had  promised  him  a 
bribe  of  £3,  secured  on  a  bond  for  double  the  amount.  By 
an  ancient  ordinance  the  penalty  for  such  a  misdemeanour 
was  £20(]),  but  on  Cecill  making  an  apology,  the  Council 
merely  ordered  him  to  deliver  up  the  bond  and  pay  a  fine 
of  £3". 

A  curious  imbroglio  in  reference  to  the  Rectory  of  Portis- 
head  occurred  at  this  time.  Tlie  manor  having  been 
purchased  by  the  Corporation,  they  claimed  the  patronage 
of  the  living,  and  Mr.  Tucker,  the  lecturer  already  men- 
tioned, was  preferred  on  the  incumbency  becoming  vacant. 
The  right  to  do  this  was,  however,  disputed,  the  King 
nominating  One  candidate,  whilst  a  Mr.  Bond,  the  heirs  of 
Lord  Latimer,  and  Lord  Berkeley  severally  claimed  the 
right  of  patronage.  Eventually  Bond  obtained  £350  from 
the  Corporation  for  withdrawing  his  pretensions,  and  the 
other  claims  having  been  abandoned,  the  Council  sold 
the  next  presentation  to  Tucker  for  £1<)0.  Upwards- 
of  eleven  j'cars  later  Bond  raised  a  fresli  claim,  alleging 
that  lie  had  })aid  a  large  sum  to  get  rid  of  the  King's 
nominee,  and  the  disgusted  Corporation  had  to  give  him 
two  hogsheads  of  claret  and  a  butt  of  sack  to  silence  his- 
demands. 

The  ducking  of  female  scolds,  an  ancient  English  institu- 
tion, emerges  from  obscurity  in  the  summer  of  1021,  when, 
by  order  of  the  magistrates,  a  new  cucking-stool  wa» 
erected  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Eroom,  near  tlie  Weir.  A 
trial  of  the  apparatus  took  place  a  few  weeks  later,  when  a 
vixenish  woman  from  Jxedcliff  was  set  in  the  stool,  whirled 
over  the  river,  and  ducked  three  times  by  the  city  beadles, 
who  received  two  shillings  for  their  "  pains."  The  shrew, 
nevertheless,  offended  again,  and  underwent  ducking  a 
second  time,  but  the  beadles'  fee  was  reduced  to  Is.  Gd. ;  and 
in  1()2-1:  they  were  allowed  onl}'"  Sd.,  though  they  had  to 
deal  with  two  women  "  washed  "  together.  Another  function. 
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of  these  officers  is  noted  by  tlie  Chamberlain  about  the 
;same  time:  "Paid  the  beadles  for  cutting  off  pigs' tails 
tliat  went  about  the  streets,  Tc/."  A  prodigious  number  of 
pigs  appears  to  have  been  kept  in  tlie  city  throughout  the 
century. 

The  Mayor,  in  September,  1G21,  received  a  letter  from 
the  Privy  Council,  requesting  that  an  experienced  man  of 
business  should  be  sent  up  to  Loudon  to  offer  them  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  obvious  decay  of  the  national  trade  and 
the  scarcity  of  coin.  Alderman  Guy  accordingly  presented 
himself  at  Court,  and  alleged  on  behalf  of  his  brother 
merchants  that  the  decline  in  trade  Avas  owing  to  the 
taxes  levied  on  merchandise,  the  restraints  on  commerce 
imposed  at  the  outports,  especially  on  the  export  of  corn, 
the  frauds  of  cloth  manufacturers,  the  depredations  of 
pirates,  the  decay  of  the  Newfoundland  fisher}'',  foreign 
wars,  etc.  AVith  reference  to  the  scarcity  of  money,  Mr. 
•Guy  adduced  as  its  primary  cause  "  the  extraordinary  im- 
])ortation  and  use  of  tobacco,"  a  surprising  complaint  in 
the  mouth  of  a  Bristolian.  (Tobacco,  however,  was  still  a 
costly  article.  Although  the  Customs  duty  was  insignifi- 
cant, the  CVn'poration  in  162-1:  paid  '6s.  for  a  (luarter  of  a 
pound  presented  to  one  Sir  Richard  Hill.)  Contributory 
causes,  added  Mr.  Guy,  were  the  export  of  coin  to  the  East 
Indies,  the  prohibition  of  grain  exports,-  and  the  excessive 
use  of  gold,  silver,  silk  and  velvet  in  the  dress  of  the  upper 
■classes.  Some  of  the  alderman's  statements  must  have 
been  far  from  palatable  to  the  Government,  which  was  at  its 
wits'  end  for  money,  and  he  was  politely'-  dismissed.  Every 
source  of  revenue  that  could  be  ''farmed  "  was  disposed  of 
about  tliis  time.  Even  the  penalties  on  profane  cursing 
and  swearing  were  let  to  a  farmer.  An  attempt  made  to 
induce  Bristolians  to  farm  tlie  Customs  of  the  ^^ort  was, 
however,  declined  with  thanks,  the  Crown  demanding  a 
sum  in  excess  of  previous  receipts.  According  to  an 
oihcial  return  in  the  Record  Office,  the  average  annual 
amount  received  at  the  local  Custom  House  during  the 
.seven  years  ending  1620  was  only  £3,706. 

The  head  mastership  of  the  Grammar  School  becoming 
vacant  in  1622  a  corporate  deputation  was  dispatched  to 
Oxford  in  search  of  a  fitting  successor.  The  expenses  of 
two  gentlemen  .  and  a  servant,  with  three  horses,  "  being 
out  five  days,"  amounted  to  £-1  5,§.  bd.  The  result  was  the 
appointment  of  Richard  Cheynie,  at  the  usual  salary  of 
.£26  13.s\  4d.     As  the  sons  of  freemen  had  a  free  education, 
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the  scholars  were  doubtless  mimerous,  and  the  Council,  to 
augment  the  stijiend,  jDermitted  the  master  to  take  twenty 
*' foreign  "  boys,  half  of  whom  he  was  allowed  "to  table" 
(as  boarders).  In  1629  the  Council  increased  the  fixed 
salary  to  £40,  and  dismissed  the  usher,  whose  negligence  or 
incapacity  was  said  to  have  caused  many  lads  to  be  sent  to 
schools  outside  the  city.  The  man  was,  however,  given 
£50  owing  to  his  poverty,  A  new  usher  was  then  ap- 
pointed, and  the  previous  salary  of  £13  Gs.  8d.  was  increased 
to  £30. 

During  the  year  1G22  a  curious  tract  was  printed  in 
London  by  one  Nathaniel  Butter,  bearing  the  following 
lengthy  title  :— "  A  Relation  strange  and  true  of  a  ship  of 
Bristol  named  the  Jacob,  of  120  tons,  which  was  about  the 
end  of  October  last,  Bi21,  taken  by  the  Turkish  pirates  of 
Argier,  And  how  within  five  days  after,  four  English 
youths  did  valiantly  overcome  thirteen  of  the  said  Turks,  and 
brouglit  the  ship  to  St.  Lucar,  in  Spain,  where  they  sold 
nine  of  the  Turks  for  Galley  Slaves."  The  narrator  states 
that  after  the  capture  of  the  Jacob  the  four  Bristol  youths 
were  left  on  board,  together  with  thirteen  Turks  charged 
to  carry  the  vessel  to  Algiers.  During  a  heav}''  storm, 
the  Bristolians  set  upon  and  killed  the  captain  and  three 
Turks,  another  leaping  overboard  to  escape  them.  The 
rest  of  the  corsairs,  many  of  whom  had  been  wounded  in 
attacking  the  Jacob,  were  below  deck  when  the  lads  revolted, 
and  were  kept  prisoners  there  until  the  shij^  reached  Spain, 
with  the  result  recorded  in  the  title-page.  A  copy  of  this 
very  rare  tract  is  in  the  collection  of  i\Ir.  G.  E.  "SVeare. 

A  somewhat  curious  letter  from  the  Privy  Council  was 
received  in  July  by  the  Llayor  and  Alderrien,  Their 
lordships  stated  they  had  been  informed  by  John  Scott,  of 
Bristol,  that  he  had  for  forty  years  refined  silver  out  of 
lead,  and  made  such  lead  into  sheets  and  pipes,  but  was 
now  molested  and  troubled  by  indictments  raised  against 
him  for  such  work.  Scott  being  now  in  the  K'iiig'n  minoK 
roval,  the  Council  tliovight  hiia  inon;  worthy  'J  «:ncoma/_^<:- 
ment  than  interruption,  and  requested  the  justices  to  jjrotect 
him  for  the  future. 

Amongst  the  civic  officials  of  the  age  were  two  men 
charged  with  the  duty  of  "  tasting "  the  ale  brewed  for 
public  consumption  and  of  informing  against  knavish 
brewers.  Their  united  salaries,  536'.  4fZ.,  were  in  September, 
1G22,  reduced  to  4^)s.  On  the  other  hand,  the  two  coroners, 
who  had  previously  received  a  very  meagre  stipend,  were 
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gratified  with  40^.  each  yearly,  "  to  encourage  them  to  dis- 
charge their  office."     (See  1G51.) 

Notwithstanding  the  settlement  of  the  purveyance  dis- 
pute by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  in  1609  (see  p.  36),  the 
Government  in  November,  1622,  revived  its  former  claim, 
and  sent  down  orders  to  the  Customs  officers  to  levy  the 
same  composition  for  groceries  in  Bristol  as  was  paid  in 
London.  Local  merchants,  of  course,  made  a  strong  protest 
against  this  arbitrary  abrogation  of  a  solemn  legal  decision, 
but  when  Alderman  Guy,  as  their  deputy,  appealed  to  the 
Lord  Treasurer,  that  minister  coolly  declared  that  the  Chief 
Baron's  judgment  was  of  no  efitect,  as  he  had  been  unduly 
influenced  by  his  Bristolian  colleague,  Mr.  Baron  Snigge. 
Ultimately,  however,  the  Treasurer  consented  to  accept 
such  dues  as  were  paid  in  1601.  But  on  examination  it 
was  found  that  no  dues  for  purveyance  had  been  paid  until 
1603,  when  t*he  Customs  officers  levied  certain  sums,  for 
which  illegality  they  wore  arraigned  and  convicted  in  the 
Mayor's  Court.  Mr.  Guy  was  thereupon  instructed  by  the 
merchants  to  stand  out  stoutly,  but  if  he  tliought  the 
matter  could  be  ended  by  a  "  tliankful  acknowledgement  " 
to  the  Lord  Treasurer  and  one  of  his  colleagues  in  tlie 
sha^De  of  a  present  not  exceeding  £100  (in  addition  to  a 
like  sum  already  given)  the  money  would  be  forthcoming. 
The  merchants  had  a  just  appreciation  of  the  persons  they 
had  to  deal  with.  Li  February,  1623,  the  Customs  staff 
received  orders  to  forbear  levying  the  dues  in  ready  money, 
and  to  accept  bonds  for  the  same,  payable  on  demand — an 
expedient  Avhich  enabled  the  Government  to  withdiaw 
their  claims  without  loss  of  dignit}'. 

Thomas  Cecill,  the  discredited  ex-sheriff  already  referred 
to,  made  another  indecorous  appearance  before  the  Council 
in  January,  1623.  The  minute  is  as  follows :— "  Ordered 
that  Mr.  Thomas  Cecill,  for  his  oi3probrious  and  undecent 
speeches  used  against  Mr.  Mayor  in  saying  that  he  cared 

not    a   for   him,  nor  yet  for  Doughtie,  meaning  Mr. 

Alderman  Doughtie,  as  also  for  his  loose  carriage  and 
behaviour,  haviiig  often  been  seen  drunk  within  this  city, 
shall  be  expelled  and  dismissed."  The  unabashed  offender 
soon  after  applied  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  a 
mandamus  requiring  his  restoration,  but  before  the  Council 
sliowed  cause  against  the  writ,  Mr.  Alderman  Guy,  desirous 
of  avoiding  litigation,  informed  his  colleagues  that  Cecill 
had  sought  his  intercession,  and  undertaken  to  submit  on 
such   terms  as  he   (the   Alderman)  could  obtain.     It  was 
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fchorefore  ordered,  with  Guy's  approval,  that  the  culprit 
should  ask  pardon,  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  sentence, 
and  pay  a  fine  of  £100  for  re-admission.  Cecill  was  then 
brougdit  in,  but  although  he  confessed  his  promise  to  Mr. 
Ouy,  he  refused  to  submit  to  the  terms.  Nothing  is  heard 
of  him  again  until  January,  1(324,  when  he  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Council,  professing  abundant  sorrow  for  his 
misdeeds,  apologising  to  everybody,  and  begging  for  kindly 
consideration.  The  fine  being  thereupon  reduced  to  £50, 
he ''thankfully  accepted"  the  judgment,  paid  the  money, 
and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  inexpediency  of  holding  an  extensive  corn  market  in 
the  open  streets  dawned  upon  the  Council  in  February, 
1()23,  but  the  adopted  remedy  substituted  a  perpetual  for 
an  occasional  inconvenience.  Although  Wine  Street  was 
then  only  about  half  its  present  width,  the  Corporation 
resolved  on  building  a  market-house  eight}^  feet  in  lengtli 
and  twelve  in  breadth  in  the  centre  of  the  thoroughfare, 
leaving  only  a  narrow  alley  on  each  side.  A  well  was 
sunk,  and  the  long-celebrated  AVine  Street  Pump  erected, 
at  the  same  time.  The  ground  thus  occupied  having 
})reviously  been  let  for  booths  during  the  fairs,  the  sheriffs 
were  granted  a  yearly  sum  of  2.s'.  Gd.  for  every  foot  apj^ro- 
priated.  The  ugly  building  soon  afterwards  constructed  was 
a  nuisance  from  the  outset,  and  was  demolished  in  1727. 
The  tolls  during  its  existence  appear  to  have  been  collected 
in  kind.  The  Council,  in  December,  1628,  gave  orders  that 
the  ancient  toll  on  grain  brought  to  market,  "  a  pint  upon 
every  sack,"  and  the  toll  on  meal,  taken  time  out  of  mind, 
(quantity  not  stated),  should  be  collected  froui  all  comers, 
and  that  those  refttsing  to  pay  should  be  distrained  or 
prosectited.  Tlie  whole  of  the  corn  from  the  surrounding 
districts  mtist  have  been  brought  in  by  pack-horses,  the 
entry  of  carts  being  forbidden. 

The  price  of  beer  was  long  fixed  by  the  magistrates.  In 
1623  the  standard  wholesale  price  was  8.s\  per  barrel,  or 
slightly  more  than  2},d.  per  gallon.  One  Barnes,  a  brewer, 
was  committed  for  trial  in  March,  charged  on  his  own 
confession  with  having  demanded  £10  for  twenty  barrels 
shipped  for  AVales.  In  October  the  jtistices  fixed  the 
number  of  "tipplers,"  licensed  to  sell  victuals. also,  at  126, 
St.  Stephen's  parish  being  allotted  twenty,  and  the  other 
populous  parishes  twelve  each.  "  Tipjjlers,"  it  will  be  seen, 
were  not  drinkers,  but  publicans  ;  on  the  other  hand,  smokers 
were  then  styled  "  tobacconists." 
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In  an  age  when  medical  charities  were  unknown  a  slight 
but  kindly  provision  for  the  sick  poor  was  made  by  the 
Council  in  August.  It  was  resolved  that  "  Mr.  Doctor 
Chappell"  should  be  paid  £1  quarterly  so  long  as  he  should 
continue  to  reside  in  the  city  and  give  advice  in  his  pro- 
fession to  such  poor  people  as  should  repair  to  him. 

In  March,  1623,  Dr.  Eobert  AVright  was  consecrated 
Bishop  of  Bristol  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Searchfield,  deceased, 
and  appears  to  have  at  once  endeavoured  to  close  the  breach 
between  the  Corporation  and  the  cathedral  authorities,  so 
rudely  opened  by  Bishop  Thornborough.  In  November  the- 
Council  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  him  in 
reference  to  a  proposal  he  had  made  to  the  Mayor  for  the 
re-erection  of  the  corporate  seats  in  the  cathedral  fur  the 
hearing  of  sermons.  At  the  same  time,  a  "  good  "  butt 
of  sack  and  two  hogsheads  of  claret  were  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  his  lordship  "  as  a  token  of  the  city's  love,"  and 
a  few  weeks  later  he  was  presented  with  the  freedom.. 
The  new  seats,  of  which  a  lease  in  perj^etuity  was  granted 
by  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  were  erected  in  162-1,  at  a  cost 
of  £45,  exclusive  of  15.9.  paid  for  a  gilt  "  branch  "  for  the 
State  sword,  wliich  was  fated  to  be  the  origin  of  another 
bitter  quarrel.  The  seats  occupied  a  large  space  on  both 
sides  of  the  choir,  the  members  of  the  Council  occupying 
one  side  and  their  wives  the  other.  Ten  pounds  were 
afterwards  presented  to  "  Mr.  Doctor  Hussie,"  Chancellor  of 
the  diocese,  who  had  probably  supervised  the  work. 

Owing  to  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  as  to  the 
increased  price  of  Kingswood  coal,  tlie  Council,  in  July, 
ap[)oiutod  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  Mr.  Playr,  who 
''  farmed"  all  tho  collieries  in  the  Chase,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  an  abatement.  The  negotiation  appears  to  have 
been  fruitless,  for  the  Corporation  soon  afterwards  addressed 
a  petition  to  the  Privy  Council,  setting  forth  that  the  poor 
had  been  accustomed  to  buy  coal  at  the  rate  of  3Arf.  per 
bushel,  delivered  in  horse  loads,  but  that  Arthur  Pla3^er, 
after  engrossing  all  the  pits,  with  greedy  designs,  had 
diminished  the  size  of  the  coal  sacks  by  one  half,  charging 
the  old  price  for  half  the  quaiitity.  Relief  was  prayed  for 
this  grievance,  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  result. 

A  new  plan  for  jjroviding  employment  for  the  poor  was 
started  by  the  Council  in  Noveml^cr.  A  purchase  was  made 
of  a  garden  adjoining  the  House  of  Correction  (Bridewell), 
and  that  building  was  enlarged  to  provide  a  workhouse 
for  the  unemployed.      A  master  was  next  appointed,  and 
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furnished  with  £200  to  lay  in  a  "  stock,"  apparently  of 
ilax  and  hemp,  and  such  persons  were  sent  in  to  make  nets 
and  pick  "  occombe  "  as  the  magistrates  thought  fit.  Some 
boys  were  also  employed  in  making  pins,  the  Corporation 
advancing  £100  to  one  Tilsley  to  set  up  the  industry.  As 
usual,  the  latter  experiment  failed,  and  Tilsley  became 
insolvent.  The  condition  of  the  working  classes  became 
much  worse  in  1624,  and  an  ordinance  was  passed  in  Sep- 
tember declaring  that  the  great  increase  of  poverty  was 
due  to  the  creeping  in  of  strangers  and  the  growth  of  niendi- 
oancy  ;  though  it  was  in  fact  mainly  attributable  to  a  bad 
liarvest  and  the  general  crippling  5f  trade  caused  by  the 
system  of  monopolies.  Funds  were  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
each  parish  for  providing  work,  vagabonds  and  "inmates" 
were  to  be  rigorously  expelled,  begging  was  nowhere  to  be 
suffered,  and  all  offenders  were  to  be  incarcerated  in  the 
House  of  Correction.  Large  quantities  of  wheat  and  rye 
were  purchased  for  relieving  the  distress,  and  the  Council, 
as  usual,  provided  a  bountiful  supply  of  butter. 

At  the  general  election,  in  January,  1024,  the  members 
returned  for  Bristol  were  two  prominent  citizens,  Alderman 
Guy  and  Mr.  John  Barker.  The  latter,  educated  at  Oxford, 
and  an  ablo  and  energetic  politician,  laid  before  the  Com- 
mons the  grievances  suffered  })y  his  fellow-merchants  from 
the  local  Customs  officials,  who  had  enormously  increased 
the  legal  scale  of  fees.  lie  also  exposed  the  arbitrary  de- 
mands made  on  the  city  in  reference  to  the  prisage  of  wines. 
In  both  cases  the  Commons  resolved  that  the  grievances 
had  been  established,  and  their  action  was  so  menacing 
tlmt  the  Customs  statf  hurried  to  make  an  agreement  witV. 
the  Bristol  merchants,  by  which  the  fees  Avere  reduced  to 
the  small  sums  paid  fort}^  years  previously.  (See  1(533,  when 
this  concession  was  repudiated.)  As  the  House  refused  to 
grant  the  money  demanded  by  the  Government  until 
grievances  were  redressed,  the  session  came  to  a  premature 
end.  A  characteristic  display  of  kingly  arrogance  followed 
in  October.  His  IMajesty  fleclared  in  a  writ  of  Privy  Seal 
that  he  had,  in  1621,  ordered  the  wine  duties  to  be  doubled, 
but  had  soon  afterwards  witiidrawn  that  mandate,  and 
s  issued  another,  requiring  that  a  duty  of  20.s'.  a  tun  in  Lon- 
<lon,  and  13.s-.  4d.  at  the  outports,  in  excess  of  the  legal  Cus- 
toms, should  be  levied  on  wines  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
daughter,  the  Princess  Palatine.  This  tax,  he  added,  had 
been  suspended  in  April  in  the  expectation  that  other  means 
would  be  provided  for  the  same  purpose,  but  as  Parliament 
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had  not  voted  liim  a  convenient  suj^ply  lie  ordered  the  re- 
vival of  the  above  duties  from  Michaelmas  Day;  any  person 
refusing  payment  to  forfeit  his  wines,  and  to  undergo  such 
"corporal  punishment"  as  his  contempt  deserved. 

The  growing  influence  of  Bishop  Laud  aj^pears  to  be 
indicated  by  the  renewed  attempts  of  the  Privy  Council  to 
secure  a  rigorous  observance  of  Lent.  The  cit}^  treasurer, 
in  1624,  paid  £5  18.s-.  to  the  Butchers'  Company,  "  by  order 
of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  towards  the  relief  of  the  ]:)Oor 
of  that  Company  in  time  of  Lent,  to  keep  them  from  selling 
flesh." 

Some  idea  of  the  character  of^the  country  roads  around 
the  city  may  be  gained  from  a  resolution  of  the  Court  of 
Aldermen  in  June.  It  was  ordered  that  these  "causeways" 
should  in  future  be  made  six  feet  in  breadth,  "  and  no 
more"  ;  and  Dr.  White's  gift  (see  p.  47)  was  to  be  devoted 
to  pitching  them.  Nearly  £(')0  was  spent  in  1G2G  in  setting 
up  posts  along  tlie  highway  and  the  causeway  at  Kings- 
wood,  for  the  guidance  of  travellers,  the  tracks  being  then 
unenclosed.  Some  remains  of  the  pack-horse  roads  are  still 
to  be  found.  The  best  preserved  is  the  old  causeway  from 
Brislington  to  the  city^,  via  Knowle,  "  Hollybush  Lane," 
on  the  north-western  side  of  Durdham  Down,  was  the  only 
road  to  Shirehampton  until  the  construction  of  turnpikes. 

The  corporate  purchases  of  land  at  Portishead  had  by  this 
time  become  so  considerable  that  it  was  determined  in  Sep- 
tember to  revive  the  Manor  Court  there.  The  function  was 
celebrated  with  fitting  pomp.  The  Mayor,  aldermen,  and 
councillors,  with  their  wives  and  divers  invited  persons, 
were  rowed  down  in  boats,  and  the  procession  folloAving  the 
disembarkation,  heatled  by  the  sword-bearer  and  his  mighty 
weapon,  the  waits,  and  the  civic  officials,  must  have  some- 
what astonished  the  secluded  villagers.  A  feast,  of  course, 
wound  up  the  manorial  proceedings,  and  the  expenses  alto- 
gether amounted  to  £27  Hs.  Id. 

Another  novelty  also  came  into  favour — the  purchase  of 
the  portraits  of  city  benefactors.  Pictures  of  llobert  and 
Nicholas  Thornewere  borrowed  from  a  family  in  AViltshire, 
and  copies  were  made  for  the  Council  House  b}''  some  artist, 
who  received  £2  Is.  for  his  pains.  A  few  weeks  later  a 
payment  of  the  same  amount  was  made  to  "a  Dutch 
painter  "  for  two  more  co])ies,  whicli  were  hung  up  in-tlie 
Grammar  School.  In  l(j2r)  "John  the  painter"  received 
an  order  to  draw  Dr.  White's  j^ortrait,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived iiOs.     A  blunder  seems  to  have  been   made   in   the 
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next  commission,  for  the  Cliamborlain  enters  in  liis  ac- 
counts : — "  Paid  for  Sir  Thomas  WJiite's  picture  that  was 
sent  from  Coventry  hither,  instead  of  Mr.  Thomas  White's 
picture  tliat  I  sent  for,  he  bein^  a  worthy  benefactor  to 
this  city,  £2  IGs.^'  In  1G30  the  Council  p;ave  a  large  order, 
which  tlie  Chamberlain  deals  with  as  follows  : — "  Paid  the 
painter  for  making  the  pictures  of  benefactors  to  hang  np 
in  the  Council  House,  £15."  The  accounts  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's Hospital  for  the  same  year  contain  the  following 
item: — "Paid  for  making  of  Mr.  John  Carr's  picture,  at  the 
Gaunts,  £2." 

Some  curious  letters  concerning  John  Digby,  first  Earl 
of  Bristol,  are  amongst  the  State  Papers  of  1(524.  Digby, 
one  of  the  King's  favourites,  was  sent  to  Madrid  to  further 
the  notorious  Spanish  marriage  project,  and  was  created  an 
earl  in  l(i22,  to  increase  his  influence  in  the  negotiations. 
But  he  subsequently  quarrelled  with  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, then  supreme  at  Court,  and,  of  course,  fell  into  dis- 
grace. On  September  23rd,  1()2*4,  he  wrote  to  Secretary 
Conway,  stating  that  he  intended  to  settle  his  family  at 
Bristol,  and  wished  to  go  there  to  buy  a  house,  but  thought 
it  advisable  to  ask  whether  the  King  would  be  displeased 
with  the  journey.  In  October  tlie  Secretary,  writing  to  a 
friend  on  various  matters,  incidentally  remarked  that  the 
Earl  had  been  refused  leave  to  live  in  Bristol.  Yet  a  month 
later  Conway  informed  Bristol  himself  that  His  Majesty 
was  Avell  pleased  he  should  settle  with  his  family  as  he  pro- 
posed. There  is  no  record  that  his  lordship  ever  visited  the 
city,  or  liad  any  family  connection  with  it.  Possibly  the 
death  of  the  King  caused  Jiini  to  change  his  |)Urpose. 

The  hfaviness  of  the  burden  known  as  prisage,  exclu- 
sively borne  by  wine  importers  in  Bristol — those  of  other 
ports  being  exempt— is  exemplified  by  an  agreement  made 
in  November  b}'-  the  local  merchants  with  the  "  prisage 
masters" — that  is,  the  persons  to  whom  the  impost  had  been 
sublet  by  the  Waller  family,  the  patentees  under  the 
Crown.  (The  lessees  were  a  few  wealthy  Bristolians  who 
had  combined  for  self-protection.)  It  was  arranged  tliat, 
to  avoid  the  privilege  of  tasting  and  selecting  previously 
exercised  before  one-tenth  of  a  cargo  was  carried  off,  the 
merchants  should  ].?.y  £25  for  each  prisage  tun  of  claret, 
£14  for  each  tun  of  Canary,  IMadeira,  Malaga,  or  sack,  and 
as  much  for  "  Coniack  or  sherant  "  as  the  best  brought  in 
the  market. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council  for  January  4tli, 
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1625,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men of  Bristol,  of  a  somewhat  interesting  character.  Their 
lordships  write: — "  Hearing  that  you  propose  to  make  a  new 
dock  for  the  use  of  ships,  of  which  we  much  approve,  so  that 
it  be  further  extended  for  his  Majesty's  service,  which  will 
not  cause  much  increased  charge,  We  recommend  that  it  be 
made  IOC)  feet  within  the  Apron,  and  34  feet  broad  at  high 
water,  by  which  it  will  serve  as  well  for  the  King's  as  for 
private  ships.  By  which,  and  building  larger  ships,  you 
will  do  yourselves  honour,"  Strangely  enough,  the  cor- 
porate records  contain  no  reference  of  any  kind  to  the 
alleged  undertaking,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  letter  re- 
fers to  an  enterprise  of  Alderman  Robert  Aldworth,  who 
had,  in  fact,  already  made  in  the  Marsh  what  was  called  a 
dock — namely,  a  berth  in  which  a  couple  of  ships  could  lie 
at  low  water  without  danger  of  being  upset — and  was 
proposing  to  construct  another.  A  civic  minute  of  July 
20th,  1626,  reads: — "Whereas  Alderman  Aldworth  hath  a 
grant  .  .  .  for  a  term  of  four  score  years  .  .  .  of  a 
dwelling  house,  storehouse,  and  new  dock  lately  erected  by 
him  in  the  Marsh  .  .  .  Agreed  that  in  consideration 
of  his  making  a  sufficient  dry  dock  (albeit  it  may  cost  him 
£5CK))  in  the  place  where  the  great  dock  now  is,  and  of  his 
freely  giving  the  same  ...  to  the  Mercliants'  Com- 
pany, there  shall  be  a  grant  in  feoffment  made  to  him  for 
ever,  of  the  said  dwelling  house,  storehouse,  and  small  (sic) 
dock  already  made,  at  a  rent  of  12fZ."  Mr.  Aldworth  did 
not  accept  this  proposal,  but  carried  out  his  previous  inten- 
tion of  excavating  another  inlet  for  the  berthing  of  a  ship. 
A  local  annah'st,  noting  his  death  in  Kiii-l,  records  that  "he 
rmule  two  docks  for  shij)ping,  whicli  came  to  nothing."  In 
September,  1637,  the  Corporation  granted  his  heir,  Giles 
Elbridge,  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  of  the  dwelling, 
storehouse,  new  buildings,  "  and  the  little  new  dock  lately 
made  by  Alderman  Aklworth,  lying  in  a  corner  of  the 
j\[arsh  adjoining  the  Froom,"  at  a  rent  of  £3,  some  arrears 
being  remitted,  and  "  all  former  agreements  touching  the 
premises  discharged."  The  excavations,  the  site  of  which 
is  indicated  by  Alderskey  (Aldsworth's  Quay)  Lane,  at  the 
north  end  of  Prince's  Street,  were  filled  up  about  1687. 

Evidence  a--  to  the  decreasing  value  of  money  occurs  in 
January,  1625.  In  wills  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury it  was  not  unusual  for  testators  to  direct  their  execu- 
tors to  invest  money  at  10  per  cent,  interest,  and  up  to  the 
period  now  arrived  at  the  Corporation  had  never  been  able 
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to  raise  loans  at  a  lower  rate  than  6  per  cent.  The  Council 
now  resolved  that  the  maximum  interest  payable  on  bonds 
should  not  exceed  5  per  cent.  A  revulsion  took  place  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  when  lenders  often  demanded  8  per 
cent. 

The  accession  of  Charles  I.  was  jDroclaimed  at  the  High 
Cross  on  AjDril  1st  with  the  accustomed  ceremony.  The 
civic  expenses  on  the  occasion  were  notably  moderate,  18^'.  6d. , 
in  all  being  paid  to  a  trumpeter,  a  drummer,  two  "phifers," 
and  the  waits.  The  young  King  promptly  gave  the  citi- 
zens a  taste  of  the  polity  he  had  determined  to  pursue. 
Before  the  end  of  the  month  he  issued  a  Privy  Seal,  order- 
ing that  all  the  Customs  duties  levied  in  his  father's  reign, 
many  of  which  had  never  been  sanctioned  by  Parliament, 
whilst  others  had  become  invalid  by  the  late  King's  demise, 
should  continue  in  force,  and  that  any  person  refusing  to 
pay  them  should  be  committed  to  prison  until  he  submitted. 
The  arbitrary  extra  tax  on  wines,  ordained  in  the  previous 
year,  had  expired  on  the  death  of  James,  but  on  May  Gth 
the  new  monarch,  by  another  warrant,  directed  the  Lord 
Treasurer  to  demand  the  tax  on  sucli  wines  as  had  since 
arrived,  and  to  continue  its  collection  for  the  future,  recu- 
sants being  threatened  with  corporal  punishment  and  the 
confiscation  of  their  imports.  The  claim  of  immunity 
for  Bristol,  doubly  taxed  by  paying  prisage,  was  silently 
ignored. 

At  the  general  election  in  May  Alderman  Whitson  and 
Nicholas  Hyde,  the  Recorder,  were  returned  as  burgesses. 
A  distrust  of  the  King  was  soon  perceptible  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and,  whilst  various  grievances  were  being  venti- 
lated, tlie  J^ristol  merchants  sent  up  a  petition  against  the 
arbitrary  impost  on  wines,  from  which,  they  allegt.d,  they 
had  sutfered  heavy  losses,  and  the  continuance  of  which 
would  force  them  to  withdraw  from  trade.  An  address  to 
the  King  on  the  subject  was  adopted,  but  Plis  Majesty  re- 
plied that  he  marvelled  the  Commons  should  press  such  a 
matter,  since  the  receipts  from  the  impost  were  applied  to 
the  maintenance  of  his  sister.  The  management  of  the 
war  against  France  was  also  criticised,  and  Alderman  AVhit- 
son  complained  strongly  of  the  neglect  of  the  royal  officers. 
As  the  House  persisted  in  discussing  grievances  prior  to 
granting  supplies,^  Pailiament  was  soon  afterwards  dis- 
solved. 

Great  alarm  was  excited  during  the  spring  by  the  out- 
break of  Plague  in  London.      In  June    the   Corporation, 
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with  the  assent  of  the  Privy  Council,  forbade  Londoners 
from  attending  tlie  great  summer  fair,  and  goods  from  the 
cajjital  were    required  before  entering  to  bo  "  aired  "   for 
a  month  outside  Lawford's  Gate.     Any  citizen  returning 
from  London  had  to  undergo  a  similar  purification  before 
being  reTadmitted.      Watchmen   were  on   guard   day  and 
night  at  all  the  city  gates  to  debar  the  entrance  of  sus- 
pected   strangers.       The    precautions,    which    entailed    an 
outlay  of  £251),  proved    effectual,  though  a   few    cases  of 
disease  were  rei3orted  outside  Lawford's  Gate,  amongst  the 
numerous    Londoners    and    others    gathered    there.      The 
p^estilence  having  raged  violently  at  Bath,  Bridgwater,  and 
ilixeter,   a  subscription  was  raised  for  the  relief  of   those 
towns,  out  of  gratitude  for  the  city's  escape. 
_  The  depraved  inhabitants  of   the  Castle   Precincts  con- 
tinued to  set  law  and  order  at  defiance.     The  Corporation 
m  May  resolved  on  a  petition  to  the  King,  praying  him  to 
make  the  place  part  and  parcel  of   the  city,  so  that  the 
magistrates  might   have  jurisdiction  over  it.     The   Town 
Clerk  was  also  directed  to  ascertain  on  what  terms  the  farm 
of  the  Castle  might  be  purchased  as  well  from  the  King  as 
from  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  the  latter  being  the  holder  in 
reversion  of   a  patent    granted   to    Sir  George   Chawortli. 
Ultimately   a    bargain    of   some    kind   was   struck,  for   in 
September,    1G2(),    Alderman   Doughty  was   repaid   £5,    a 
bribe  that  he  had  given  to  the  "  I\Iaster  of  the  Requests, 
for  getting  the  King's  hand  to  the  reversion  of  the  Castle." 
(The  document  is  now  missing  from   the  civic   archives.) 
This,  however,  was  only  a  prospective  advantage,  and  the 
Council  soon  besought  the  Court  afresh.     In  March,  l(i2*),  a 
petition  to  the  King  recounted  the  olc'  grievances,  adding 
as  a  seasonable  hint  that  when  the  Government  demanded 
impressments    of   men,    many    able   persons    fled    into    the 
Castle  as  a  safe  refuge,  and  thus  escaped  the  King's  service. 
Instead  of  forwarding  this  ajjpeal  direct,  the  Council  des- 
patched it  to  the  Queen,  reminding  her  that  Bristol  was 
Her  Majesty's  Chamber,  and  formed  part  of  her  jointure, 
and  praying  her  favour  and  recommendation.     Tliis  adroit 
manoeuvre  proved  successful.     Reference  having  been  made 
to  the  Chief  Justices,  who  ajDproved  of  the  city's  request, 
Charles  I.  ^q^anted  a  charter,  dated  Ai:)ril  13th,  1620,  which| 
after  reciting  the  county  jurisdiction  conferred  on  Bristol 
by  Edward   III.,    the   exceptional   liberties   of   the   Castle 
Precincts,  and  the  resort  there  of  thieves  and  other  male- 
factors, ordained  that,  for  the  benefit  of  faithful  subjects 
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and  at  the  request  of  tlie  Queen,  the  Castle  and  its  appur- 
tenances should  thenceforth  be  separated  from  Gloucester- 
shire, and  be  made  part  and  parcel  of  the  cit}^,  sole 
jurisdiction  being  conferred  on  the  local  justices  and 
corporate  officers.  A  final  clause  required  that  the  honest 
residents  in  the  precincts  should  bo  reputed  as  citizens,  and 
thirty-seven  such  persons  were  accordingly  admitted  as 
freemen.  The  charter  cost  the  Corporation  £143,  exclusive 
of  £G  for  a  Persian  carpet  given  to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
to  whom  £20  were  ordered  to  be  presented  "  in  wine  or  any- 
thing else."  One  Sir  John  Tunstall  had  been  previous!}- 
promised  £100  if  he  would  promote  the  affair,  and  though 
the  payment  does  nut  appear  in  the  audit  book,  the  pledge 

as  doubtless  fulfilled. 

The  preparations  for  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  in- 
glorious attack  on  Cadiz  having  occasioned  a  demand  for 
soldiers,  the  Corporation  received  an  order  to  impress  fifty 
Bristolians  to  take  part  in  the  expedition.  The  capture  of 
the  men  and  their  despatch  to  Plymouth  cost  the  city  £01. 
The  same  number  of  men  were  pressed  for  the  still  more 
disastrous  attempt  on  the  Isle  of  Rhe  in  1027,  at  an  ex- 
pense to  the  Council  of  £97. 

Another  item  in  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  for  102") 
shows  that  the  punishment  of  the  ducking-stool  had  threat- 
ened to  result  in  a  fatalit}^ : — "  Paid  for  cords  and  aqua  vitie 
for  the  women  that  were  cuckte,  Id"  A  more  formidable 
instrument  pf  the  law,  brought  into  use  after  nearly  every 
assizes,  needed  frequent  repairs.  A  new  "  double-ladder  for 
the  gallows  "  was  buught  this  j-ear.  but  the  cost  is  included 
in  iither  expenses.  Oni>  siile  of  the  ladder  was  for  the 
criminal  and  the  other  for  the  hangman,  rendering  a  cart 
unnecessary;  and,  to  save  expense,  the  convict  was  required 
to  walk  to  his  doom.  An  annalist  records  that  seven 
criminals  were  executed  in  1<)24: — two  of  them  for  witch- 
craft. 

Turkish  corsairs  again  swarmed  on  the  coast  in  the 
autumn  of  1025.  The  Corporation  wrote  in  great  alarm 
to  the  Government  that  a  pirate  had  tlireatened  to  burn 
Ilfracombe,  and  begged  that  a  ship  of  war  should  be  sent 
to  protect  the  trade  with  Ireland  and  the  fleet  nearly  due 
from  Newfoundland. 

Trade  monoj:olies  conceded  l)y  the  Crown  increased  the 
peril  of  the  situation.  In  October  the  Privy  Council_  received 
a  petition  from  the  merchants  and  shipowners  of  Bristol  stat- 
ing that,  having  sustained  great  losses  at  sea  by  sending  out 
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small  barks,  they  had  now  built  sundry  large  ships  fit  to  cope 
with  the  enemy,  but  could  not  obtain  either  ammunition  or 
guns  except  at  excessive  prices.  They  therefore  prayed 
permission  to  manufacture  about  500  barrels  of  gunpowder  » 
and  forty  cannon  yearly— the  latter  to  be  made  at  Cardiff,  '\ 
where  the  best  iron  was  available.  The  first  request  was 
granted,  but  the  second  was  evaded.  The  gunpowder 
monopolists,  however,  raised  a  protest  against  the  decision, 
and  proved  so  influential  that  the  Privy  Council,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Mayor,  forbade  the  use  of  domestic  saltpetre  in  pro- 
<lucing  the  powder,  limiting  the  makers  to  the  more  ex- 
pensive foreign  article.  In  Aj^ril,  1(J26,  the  Corporation 
ordered  that  thirty  barrels  of  gunpowder  and  half  a  ton  of 
musket  bullets  should  be  provided  as  a  store. 

Mr.  Evans,  in  his  Chronological  History,  asserts  that  the 
Corporation,  in  1G25,  purchased  Brandon  Hill,  and  the 
statement  has  been  reproduced  by  several  later  writers. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  hill  (saving  a  plot  on  the  summit, 
once  belonging  to  Tewkesbury  Abbey,  and  sometimes 
occupied  by  a  hermit)  was  ancient  city  property.  In  or 
about  1533  the  Corporation  granted  a  lease  of  the  Jiill,  for 
sixty  years,  to  John  Northall,  afterwards  Mayor,  who  was 
required  to  permit  the  free  passage  of  pedestrians,  and  to 
sutler  all  persons  to  dry  clothes  there ;  which  disposes  of 
the  legend  that  the  latter  right  was  conferred  by  Queen 
Elizabeth.  In  15{)4  another  lease  in  reversion  for  the  same 
term  was  granted  to  William  Read,  many  years  Town 
Clerk,  who  probably  bought  up  Northall's  interest,  as  he 
built  a  windmill  on  the  site  of  tlio  old  hermitage.  The  fact 
that  four  acres  of  the  summit  were  abbey  propert}'  was 
ovcrlookeil  when  'I'ewkesbury  was  despoiled,  doubtless 
because  the  ground  produced  no  renL.  But  the  circum- 
stance came  to  the  ears  of  two  of  the  informers  who  earned 
an  execrable  living  by  proAvling  about  in  search  of  "  con- 
cealed lands,"  which  they  obtained  on  easy  terms  from  the 
Crown,  and  then  levied  blackmail  on  the  existing  possessors. 
In  1581  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  the  plot  in  fee  to  these 
men  at  a  rent  of  5.y.,  and  witliin  a  few  months  the  land  was 
sold  to  the  Corporation  for  £30.  This  transaction  having 
vitiated  Eead's  title  to  the  site  of  the  windmill,  he  was 
■granted  a  new  reversionary  lease  for  sixty  years  in  1584  at 
the  old  rent  of  2().s'.  Hd.,  with  o.v.  additional  for  the  Crown 
ffe-farm.  After  passing  through  several  hands,  the  in- 
terest inthis  lease  was  transferred  to  Anthony  Hodges,  of 
Clifton,  in   IGll,  and  what  the  Corporation  purchased   in 
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1G25  was  simply  the  unexpired  term  of  about  twenty-eight 
years  which  the  lease  had  still  to  run.  The  windmill 
seems  to  have  then  disappeared.  In  March,  1620,  the 
Common  Council  determined  that  the  yearly  profits  of 
Brandon  Hill  should  be  enjoyed  in  moieties  by  the  Mayor 
and  the  Sheriffs,  the  grantees  paying  the  old  rent  of 
2(')S.  8d.  and  permitting  the  drying  of  clothes  according  to 
custom.  From  an  item  in  the  civic  account-book  for  1G30 
it  appears  that  the  royal  fee-farm  rent  of  bs.  had  been 
granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  a  private  person,  who 
omitted  to  demand  it  for  twenty-nine  years.  The  Corpora- 
tion at  first  refused  to  pay  the  arrears,  but  finding  the 
claim  to  be  incontestable,  the  debt  was  discharcred,  the 
_         recipient   being  further  mollified   by  a  gift  of  a  shilling's 

};       worth  of  wine. 

i  Tl"^  first  corps  of  Bristol  Volunteers  was  established  at 

this  time.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Privy  Council  on  October 
22nd,  a  petition  was  read  from  the  captains,  trained  men, 
and  other  yoUng  men  of  the  city,  praying  frtr  permission  to 
set  up  an  artillery  yard,  where  they  might  learn  the  use  of 

!'•  arms,  offensive  and  defensive,  at  their  own  charge.  The 
application  was  approved,  and  permission  was  given  to 
carry  the  project  into  effect.  Though  it  is  not  so  stated 
in  the  minutes,  their  lordships  granted  the  corps  the 
use  of  part  of  the  Castle  yard  as  an  exercise  ground,  and  a 
house  was  soon  afterwards  built  there  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  men  and  the  storage  of  their  weapons.  The 
force,  which  appears  to  have  been  popular,  held  an  annual 
festival,  attended  by  the  neighbouring  county  gentry. 
The  dissensions  arising  out  of  political  troubles  probably 
broke  up  the  association  about  1(542. 

A  remarkable  resolution  of  the  Council  appears  in  an 
ordinance  dated  November  8th,  1025.  It  was  "  ordained 
that,  according  to  ancient  and  laudable  custom,  whenever 
a  writ  for  the  election  of  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses  for 
the  Parliament  shall  come  to  the  Sheriffs,  the  election  shall 
be  made  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council, 
and  by  the  freeholders  resident  within  the  city  and  liberties, 
and  none  others."  In  despite  of  this  recital  of  "ancient 
and  laudable  custom,"  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the 
Corporation  were,  in  fact,  seeking  to  narrow  the  electoral 
body  by  excluding  the  free  burgesses  from  a  right  they  had 
always  oiijoyed.     The  usurpation  was  repeated  in  1G40. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh,  one  of  the  commanders  in  the 
futile  expedition  to  Cadiz,  arrived  with  his  ship  at  King- 
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road  about  the  end  of  tlie  year,  wlien  tlie  Corporation 
liastened  to  send  him  a  present  of  fresh  provisions.  The 
prices  of  the  cliief  articles  are  of  interest.  "  Two  muttons 
and  a  half  "  cost  38s. ;  three  turkeys,  ll,s\  ;  six  capons  and 
hens,  i:l.s\  ;  sixteen  gallons  of  wine,  45.^.  M. ;  and  seventy- 
two  gallons  of  double  beer,  20.s'. 

For  some  unexplained  cause,  the  Kingswood  colliers 
I'efiised  during  the  winter  to  supply  the  city  with  coal.  To 
relieve  the  suffering  of  the  poor,  a  quantity  of  fuel  was 
obtained  from  Swansea,  and  distributed  at  slightly  under 
cost,  the  loss  being  borne  by  the  Corj^oration.  Two  cargoes 
of  corn  and  a  goodly  supply  of  butter  were  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner. 

Another  general  election  took  place  in  January,  1626, 
when  Alderman  AVhitson  and  Alderman  John  Doughty 
were  returned  to  a  short  but  memorable  Parliament.  At 
an  early  sitting  of  the  Commons,  the  extra  tax  of  wine 
imposed  by  the  King,  falling  with  exceptional  severity  on 
Bristol,  was  voted  to  be  a  grievance,  and  supplies  were 
postponed  until  this  and  other  complaints  had  been  re- 
dressed. The  King,  setting  the  House  at  defiance,  dissolved 
Parliament  in  June.  Eacli  of  the  city  members  received 
£6  i'or  travelling  expenses,  £29  for  his  "  wages  "  at  4s.  a 
flay,  and  £i  6,s".  Sd.  for  the  carriage  up  and  down  of  his 
trunk. 

A  naval  campaign  against  Spain  was  resolved  upon  by 
the  Government  in  the  spring,  and  was  attended  for  some 
time  with  much  success.  Having  regard  to  the  excitement 
that  must  have  been  created  in  Bristol  by  the  arrival  of 
many  rich  prizes,  the  silence  of  the  annalists  on  the  subject 
is  inexplicable.  ]\Iuch  information  is  to  be  found  in  the 
State  Papers.  In  May,  Air.  "Willett,  the  local  Collector  of 
Customs,  informed  Secretary  Nicholas  that  a  Brazilian  ship 
had  been  brought  in  with  oOC)  chests  of  sugar ;  in  June  the 
capture  was  announced  of  another  sugar  ship,  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  £5,LK  )0 ;  in  July  the  ship  Charles,  of  3(X)  tons  and 
iM)  guns,  launclied  in  Bristol  six  months  earlier,  and  com- 
manded by  Martin  Pring,  brought  in  a  Hamburgher;  in 
September  a  rich  prize  laden  with  oil  and  sugar  was  re- 
ported, while  Pring  sent  in  an  English  ship  captured  by 
the  Turks  and  retaken  b}'-  himself ;  and  this  was  followed 
Avithin  ten  days  by  a  third  prize.  "  Bristol,"  wrote  the 
exultant  Collector,  "  will  be  one  of  the  Duke's  best  ports  for 
profits  "  (Buckingham,  as  Lord  Admiral,  was  entitled  to  a 
tenth  of  each  capture) ;  and  Willett  dares  to  offer  his  grace 
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£1,000,  and  Nicholas  £200,  for  a  tenth  of  only  one  of  the 
prizes.  In  October  Nicholas  received  an  acconnt  of  the 
cargoes  of  three  more  ships  brought  into  Bristol.  Pring 
was  stated  to  have  taken  a  Dunkirker,  and  two  additional 
prizes  were  announced  a  few  days  later.  By  this  time  war 
had  been  declared  against  France.  Bristolians  soon  after 
equipped  seventeen  privateers,  and  it  would  be  tedious  to 
describe  the  numerous  valuable  captures  that  were  reported 
in  1(527.  The  last  of  that  year  was  announced  by  Alderman 
Whitson  to  a  Government  agent  on  December  17th.  The 
Charles,  he  wrote,  had  just  brought  in  a  Spanish  man-of- 
war  of  30  or  40  guns,  having  on  board  an  English  pilot 
accounted  an  arch-traitor ;  and  AVhitson  was  persuadefl  that 
if  the  fellow  were  brought  to  the  torture  he  would  confess 
many  great  things.  The  man  was  sent  up  to  London,  but 
his  fate  is  unknown. 

Re'  timing  to  the  summer  of  1G2G,  we  find  the  first  local 
intimation  of  the  Government's  demand  for  ship  mone3^ 
The  Parliament,  then  just  dissolved,  having  refused  to  vote 
the  King  four  subsidies,  the  Privy  Council  in  June  addressed 
letters  to  the  ports  and  the  maritime  counties,  setting  forth 
the  need  for  ships,  and  requesting  that  an. amount  equiva- 
lent to  the .  subsidies  should  be  furnished  as  a  token  of 
sympathy  with  the  Crown.  The  sum  demanded  from 
Bristol  was  £2,400,  for  the  hire  and  equipment  of  three 
ships  of  200  tons  and  12  guns  each,  but  the  city  peti- 
tioned so  earnestly  for  relief  that  the  Privy  Council,  in 
July,  admitting  the  decay  of  trade  and  the  recent  great 
losses  of  the  citizens,  fixed  the  contribution  at  £l,()On,  or 
two  ships.  The  two  adjoining  counties  wore  reciiiired  to 
supply  tlie  other  vessel,  or  £800,  in  equal  moieties.  xVn 
impost  of  this  kind  was  not  without  precedent  in  earlier 
reigns,  and  those  liable  to  the  burden  contented  themselves 
with  seeking  to  lighten  their  own  shoulders  by  shifting  the 
load  on  others.  The  citizens  represented  to  the  Privy 
Council  that  they  were  unfairly  weighted  in  projjortion  to 
their  country  neighbours,  and  that  the  tax  was  more  than 
they  could  bear,  seeing  that  they  had  recently  lost  fifty 
ships  through  captures  and  wrecks,  and  were  impoverished 
by  the  suspension  of  the  Spanish  trade,  The_  county 
justices,  on  the  other  hand,  protested  that  the  claim  made 
upon  them  was  unreasonably  large,  and  that  Bristol,  "a 
rich  and  wealthy  city,"  might  well  pay  a  larger  sum.  No 
relief  could  be  obtained,  and  the  sum  assessed  on  the  citizens 
was  expended  in  hiring  and  equipping  the  two  ships,  which 
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lay  idly  in  the  harbour  until  their  three  months'  stock  of 
provisions  was  consumed,  wlien  the  Corporation  declined  to 
re-victual  them,  informing  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  that 
the  outlay  incurred  was  already  equal  to  four  subsidies,  and 
that  the  county  contributions  were  still  withheld.  The 
ships  eventually  sailed  to  guard  the  Irish  coast.  Rendered 
the  more  rapacious  by  success,  the  Government  in  December 
demanded  that  the  city  should  hire  and  equip  a  third  ship, 
but  the  Corporation  refused  to  make  any  further  effort,  and 
though  the  mandate  was  twice  repeated  it  remained  in- 
effectual. 

Following  an  ancient  custom  observed  at  the  beginning 
of  every  reign,  a  charter  was  obtained  from  Charles  I.  iu 
August,  1620,  confirming  the  liberties  conferred  on  the  city 
by  previous  monarchs.  The  cost  of  the  instrument  was 
£13'J,  chiefly  spent  in  fees  to  Court  officials. 

A  shocking  attempt  to  murder  Alderman  Whitson  oc- 
curred on  November  7th.  ^Fhe  Alderman,  in  conjunction 
with  a  worthy  colleague.  Alderman  Guy,  was  holding  a 
court,  by  order  of  a  decree  in  Chancery,  to  arbitrate  upon  a 
long-standing  dispute  between  two  Bristolians — AVilliam 
Tresham  and  Christopher  Callowhill.  After  a  full  hearing, 
the  two  justices  decided  that  Callowhill  owed  his  opponent 
•£48,  but,  owing  to  the  debtor's  "weak  estate,"  they  ad- 
judged him  to  pay  only  £20.  On  the  announcement  of  this 
decision,  Callowhill  pulled  out  a  knife,  rushed  upon  Whitson, 
and  dealt  him  a  violent  stab  in  the  face,  jjenetrating  through 
the  cheek  and  nose  into  the  mouth.  The  wretch  was,  of 
course,  immediately  seized  and  committed  to  prison,  where 
he  remained,  heavily  ironed,  until  his  trial;  but  the 
annalists  strangely  omitted  to  record  his  punishment. 
Whitson.  who  Avas  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  re- 
covered from  his  wound,  and  bequeathed  a  legacy  to  St. 
Nicholas's  church  for  an  annual  sermon  to  commemorate 
his  escape. 

In  December  the  Corporation  resolved  upon  reviving  and 
rendering  more  effectual  the  old  restraints  on  the  sale  of 
imports  belonging  to  "strangers."  An  ordinance  was 
accordingly  issued,  reciting  that  by  local  laws  passed  in 
the  previous  century  no  bargains  for  the  purchase  of 
"  foreigners'  "  merchandise  could  be  made  until  the  goods 
had  b(  en  taken  to  the  Back  Hall;  but  that  disorderly 
persons  had  of  late  disobeyed  tliis  injunction  through  the 
smallness  of  the  fine  imposed  on  offenders  (20^-.).  It  was 
therefore  decreed  that  any  one  infringing  the  law  should  in 
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future  pay  a  penalty  equal  to  one-sixth  of  the  value  of  the 
goods.  Moreover,  any  person  bargaining  for  such  mer- 
chandise to  the  value  of  £20,  even  after  it  was  lodged  in 
the  Hall,  without  first  acquainting  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
— "  who  are  to  dispose  of  one-half  of  such  goods  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  as  anciently  hath  been 
accustomed  " — was  made  liable  to  a  penalty  equal  to  one- 
tenth  of  the  value ! 

During  its  numerous  troubles  with  the  Privy  Council, 
the  Corporation  found  a  powerful  advocate  in  the  Lord 
High  Steward,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  In  return,  he  was 
the  recipient  of  large  presents  of  wine,  and  in  the  spring 
his  portrait  was  obtained  from  a  "picture  maker  "for  £3 
13.s\  4d.  Immediately  afterwards,  on  his  declining  an  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  city,  a  present  was  forwarded  to  him 
whilst  at  Bath.  The  gift  was  characteristic  of  the  age.  A 
chest  of  dry  "succades"  (comfits)  cost  £5  10s.;  half  a 
hundredweight  of  loaf  sugar  at  20cl.  per  lb.,  £4  Vds.  4rf. ;  a 
hundredweight  of  oranges  and  lemons,  16s.  8d.  ;  two  boxes 
of  marmalade,  two  boxes  of  prunes,  a  jar  of  olives,  four 
rundlets  of  sack,  and  two  barrels  of  claret,  £9  10.s.  4c?. 
Minor  presents  were  also  made  to  other  useful  courtiers. 
Lord  Granr  "son.  Privy  Councillor,  had  a  gift  of  24  lb.  of 
sugar  at  Ida.  per  lb.,  and  35  gallons  of  sack  at  4s.  Gd.  A 
silver  basin  and  ewer,  costing  £21  lOs.,  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Clark,  groom  of  the  bedchamber.  One  of  the  clerks  of  the 
Privy  Council  had  £5  5,v.  in  "  money  and  entertainment," 
and  was  subsequently  voted  a  pension  of  £20  yearly  for 
life,  liaviiig  doubtless  promised  to  render  permanent  services. 
Finally,  Lonl  Chief  Justice  Hyde,  the  Recorder,  having 
brought  down  his  wife  at  the  gaol  deliver}^,  the  1;  dy  had  a 
present  of  sugar  loaves,  comfits,  and  prunes  to  the  value  of 
£3  18s.  10k/. 

Sir  Charles  Gerard,  grandson  and  co-heir  of  Henry 
Brayne,  to  whom  the  estates  of  St.  James's  Priory  were 
granted  by  Henry  VIII.,  made  proposals  to  the  Corporation 
in  1622  for  the  alienation  of  part  of  the  property,  but  no 
bargain  was  effected  for  some  years,  owing  to  the  vendor's 
reluctance  to  incur  the  expense  of  procuring  the  indispens- 
able license  from  the  Crown,  the  estate  being  held  in  caplte. 
In  April,  1627,  li^vever,  the  civic  body  acquired  from  him 
the  advowsons  of  St.  James,  St.  Peter,  Christ  Church,  St. 
Ewen,  St,  Michael,  and  St.  Philip,  the  prisage  of  wine 
imiDorted  during  the  Whits un- week  of  every  alternate  year, 
and  a  number  of  small  chief  rents,  the  purchase  money  for 
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the  wliole  being  only  £450.  As  a  sample  of  the  strange 
system  of  book-keeping  then  in  corporate  favour — a  system 
which  now  plunges  many  matters  in  hopeless  mystery — it 
may  be  stated  that  no  payment  to  Gerard  is  to  be  found  in 
the  accounts ;  the  only  reference  to  the  purchase  being  a 
small  payment  to  a  lawyer  for  "  levying  a  fine  "  to  assure 
the  title. 

Having  vainly  endeavoured  to  raise  money  by  what 
was  speciously  called  a  Benevolence,  the  King's  advisers, 
in  April,  resolved  upon  levying  a  forced  loan,  and  orders 
Avere  forwarded  to  the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  citizens,  and 
send  up  the  names  of  contributors.  The  demand  was 
openly  resisted  in  many  districts,  and,  so  far  as  local  records 
show,  the  members  of  the  Council  offered  no  subscriptions. 
In  October,  however,  Sir  John  Drake,  one  of  Buckingham's 
creatures,  wrote  to  Secretary  Nicholas  from  Bristol,  stating 
that  he  had  remitted  £1,65(),  and  Avould  speedily  send  the 
remainder.  The  Dean  of  Bristol,  he  added,  should  have 
paid  £500,  "  but,  like  a  minister,  pays  a  month  after  the 
day." 

Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  inexplicable  silence  of 
contemporary  chroniclers  in  reference  to  the  exciting  local 
evp  ts  of  1626,  arising  out  of  the  war  with  France  and 
Spam.  When  search  is  made  into  the  State  Papers  of  the 
two  following  years,  the  dumbness  of  the  annalists  becomes 
simply  astounding  ;  for  the  documents  afford  indisputable 
proof  that  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  Bristol  at  this 
period  advanced  by  leaps  and  bounds.  AVhen  England  was 
threatened  with  destruction  by  the  Spanish  Armada,  the 
city  was  able  to  furnish  onl}'-  three  small  ships  and  a 
pinnace  for  the  national  defence.  Betwean  1626  and  1628, 
when  there  was  practically  no  danger  at  all,  Bristol  mer- 
chants obtained  permission  from  the  Government  to  fit  out 
upwards  of  sixty  vessels  with  letters  of  marque,  to  prey 
upon  the  enemy's  commerce.  The  following  list,  compiled 
from  the  Government  records,  gives  the  names  and  tonnage 
of  the  ships,  and  the  names  of  their  chief  owners.  (The 
owners  marked  with  an  *  commanded  their  own  vessels.) 

Charles,  300  tons,  John  Barkor,  etc.  White  Ano;el,  150,  G.  Elbrklge. 

]\[ary  Eose,  150,  Wm.  Pitt,  etc.  Fortune,  30,  do. 

Porcupigge,  100,  Ilic.  Gougli,-'-  etc.  Mai-y  Fortune,  100,  do. 

Content,  120,  Wm.  Wyatt,  etc.  Deliverance,  70,  G.  Lyndsay.* 

G(!orge,  300,  Hum.  Browne,  etc.  Hercules,  150,  And.  Bevan.'*^ 

Abraham,  200,  Hum.  Hooke.  .Joseph,  150,  Jolin  Barker,  etc. 

Patience,  190,  Nic.  Gatonby.*  Bon  Esperance,  100,  J.  Gonuiug,etc. 

Angel  Gabriel,  300,  G.  Eloridge.  Fortune,  200,  T.  Cole,*  etc. 


1G27-28]  IN    THE   SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY. 


99 


'Oomfort,*160,  J.  Woodson.* 

.(leorge,  200,  C.  Driver.* 

Recovery,  —  do. 

Elizabeth,  200,  AV.  Ellis. 

Porcupine,  50,  T.  Wright. 

Mary,  60,  Thus.  Colston. 

Falcon,  80,  J.  Mynnes,*  etc. 

l^Iary  Rose,  200,  J.  Barker,*  etc. 

Thunder,  70,  J.  Taylor,  etc. 

>(:iilbert,  140,  Wm.  Ofield.* 

Eagle,  140,  H.  Hooke,  etc. 

Falcon,  40,  do. 

Thomas,  60,  T.  Wright.* 

Sarah,  100,  IVHchael  Wright.* 

Swiftsure,  100,  do. 

Martha,  100,  do.* 

Primrose,  40,  do. 

Bristol  Merchant,250,  T.  Colston,etc. 

'.Supply,  200,  Wm.  Pitt,  etc. 

Renew,  80,  T.  Barker. 

•St.  George,  30,  G.  Elbridgi-,  etc. 

James,  lOO,  Hum.  Hooke,  etc. 

Hope,  100,  T.  Wilde,  etc. 


Friendship,  50,  T.  Wilde. 
Neptune,  120,  C.  Driver,  etc. 
(unnamed),  40,  do. 
(unnamed),  40,  do. 
Amity,  100,  E.  Peters,  etc. 
Endeavour,  50,  J.  Tomlinson,  etc. 
Rosemary,  100,  W.  Ellis,  etc. 
Falcon,  100,  T.  Wilde,  etc. 
IMayriower,  50,  T.  AVilde,  etc. 
Mary,  80,  Petm-  White,*  etc. 
Dolphin,  150,  J.  Mynues,*  etc. 
Thomas,  100,  B.  Elliott,*  etc. 
(unnamed),  40,  do. 
Little  Charles,  80,  H.  Hooke,  etc. 
Dragon,  200,  Thos.  James,*  etc. 
<'Jre3' hound,  100,  J.  Reeves,*  etc. 
Hercules,  70,  H.  Hawlev,*  etc. 
Marigold,  70,  W.  Ellis,  etc. 
Lion,  220,  J.  Gonning,  etc. 
Lion's  AVhelp,  50,  do. 
Flying  Hart,  25,  Wm.  Pitt,  etc. 
Scout,  15,  Hum.  Hooke. 
Several  small  pinnaces. 


The  Collector  of  Customs  coutinuecl  to  send  tidings  of 
captures  to  Secretary  Nicholas,  but  the  number  of  prizes  in 
1628  did  not  equal  that  of  the  previous  year.  To  take  the 
two  principal  successes,  he  reported  in  April  the  arrival  of 
a  Brazilian,  :aken  by  the  Mary,  with  a  cargo  valued  at 
£10,(XHJ ;  and  less  than  a  week  later  he  noted  the  capture 
by  the  Comfort  of  another  Brazilian,  ''  the  best  prize  come 
to  Bristol  since  letters  of  marque  were  granted."  In 
November  a  small  French  war  vessel  grounded  at  Penarth, 
and  was  taken  by  Ca[)tain  Ofiold,  of  the  Gilbert,  who 
carried  her  off  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  the  vicar  of  Pen- 
arth, who  claimed  her  "  in  right  of  his  church  "  ! 

In  the  above  list  will  be  found  the  name  of  the  Angel 
Gabriel,  the  valour  of  whose  crew  against  great  odds  was 
long  an  exultant  theme  amongst  Bristol  sailors.  In  the 
British  Museum  is  a  black-letter  broadside  printed  about 
this  date,  entitled  : — "  The  Honour  of  Bristol.  Showing 
how  the  Angel  Gabriel,  of  Bristol  fought  with  three  ships, 
which  boarded  us  many  times,  wherein  we  cleared  our 
decks,  and  killed  five  hundred  of  their  men,  and  wounded 
many  more,  and  made  them  fly  into  Gales  [Cadiz],  where 
we  lost  but  three  men  to  the  Honour  of  the  Angel  Gabriel 
of  Bristol."  This  vigorous  ballad — as  heart-stirring  as  the 
Battle  of  Chevy  Chase — is  printed  in  Seyer's  "  Memoirs  of 
Bristol,"  vol.  ii.  p.  287.  The  poet  styles  the  ship's  captain 
Nethewey,    and    Thomas   Nethoway   was   the  commander 
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certified  in  the  Government  letter  of  marque.  That  the 
Spanish  admiral's  "  lustiest  "  vessel  had  forty-eight  big 
guns,  whilst  the  Angel  Gabriel  carried  only  twenty,  and 
that  500  were  killed  "  outright "  on  one  side  and  only  three 
on  the  other  during  a  desperate  conflict  for  seven  hours,  we 
know  only  on  the  authorit}'-  of  the  song-writer.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  read  his  final  statement  that  the  owner  of  the 
Gabriel,  Giles  Elbridge,  presented  the  gallant  crew  of  forty 
men  with  "  two  hundred  pounds  in  gold  and  plate,"  as  a 
reward  for  their  achievement. 

A  number  of  documents  relating  to  St.  Peter's  parish, 
dated  in  and  about  1G28,  and  preserved  in  the  collection  of 
the  late  Mr.  Sholto  Hare,  throw  much  light  on  the  system 
of  poor-law  administration  then  everywhere  in  vogue. 
Under  the  old  law  of  settlement  the  poor  were  jealously 
penned  into  the  parish  where  they  were  born,  and  un- 
ceasing vigilance  Avas  displayed  by  parochial  officers,  and 
indeed  by  parishioners  generally,  to  debar  the  intrusion 
of  strangers  in  search  of  work,  who,  by  abiding  amongst 
them  for  a  twelvemonth,  would  thus  be  enabled  to  relieve 
their  native  jjarish  of  the  burden  of  their  maintenance 
when  in  distress.  Thus  when  a  trader  in  St.  Peter's  parish 
took  an  apprentice  or  a  domestic  servant  from  outside  the 
])a/^c]ual  bounds,  a  veto  was  forthwith .  pronounced  by  the 
overseers,  and  the  interloper  was  required  to  find  sub- 
stantial sureties  that  he  or  she  would  never  claim  a  settle- 
ment by  virtue  of  residence.  In  the  same  way  a  small 
shopkeeper  or  mechanic,  intending  to  remove  from  another 
part  of  the  city  with  his  family,  had  in  the  first  place  to 
give  similar  guarantees,  and  if  he  failed  to  do  so  was  shut 
out ;  whilst  an  incessant  search  was  made  for  "  inmates  " 
(lodgers),  seeking  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood.  In  spite  of 
these  precautions,  endless  litigation  resj)ecting  settlements 
was  waged  l)etweon  parishes  seeking  to  repudiate  tlieir 
liabilities,  and  no  small  portion  of  the  national  poor-rates 
was  squandered  amongst  lawyers. 

Preparations  were  made  early  in  1G28  for  another  expedi- 
tion against  France.  A  naval  agent,  writing  to  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  from  Bristol  in  Februarj^  and  March, 
stated  that  he  had  fulfilled  orders  in  impressing  ten  ships, 
and  also  ten  barks  intended  for  fire-boats,  but  that  some  of 
the  owners  of  privateers,  especially  three  of  the  wealthiest, 
John  Barker,  Giles  Elbridge,  and  Humphrey  Hooke,  refused 
his  request  to  fit  out  their  ships,  and  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  do  so.     They  were  in  consequence  summoned  to  London 
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by  the  Privy  Council,  but  tlie  result  is  unrecorded.  The 
above  agent  incidentally  reports  that  a  man-of-war  was 
then  lying  at  Bristol,  whose  crew  had  received  no  wages 
for  sixteen  months. 

The  poverty  of  the  Government  compelled  the  King  to 
summon  another  Parliament  in  March,  1G28.  Alderman 
Doughty  and  Mr.  John  Barker,  the  members  elected  for 
Bristol,  carried  up  with  them  another  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants against  the  illegal  wine  duties,  the  complaint  being 
on  this  occasion  the  more  pressing  inasmuch  as  some  of  the 
victims  had  been  arrested  b}'-  royal  messengers,  and  im- 
prisoned in  default  of  payment.  Tiie  city  members,  after 
the  prorogation,  laid  before  the  Common  Council  six  books 
"  containing  the  arguments  used  in  Parliament  concerning 
the  liberty  of  the  subject."  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  Petition  of  Right,  by  which  arbitrary  taxes  and 
imprisonment  were  solemnly  condemned,  was  the  great 
work  of  the  session. 

The  Council,  in  April,  ordered  the  distribution  of  £30 
amongst  poor  clothiers,  traders  and  householders  "  against 
this  good  time  of  Easter."  Holiday  sports,  however,  were 
not  held  in  much  favour.  The  Chamberlain,  in  the  same 
month,  disbursed  sixpence  "  for  taking  down  a  Maypole." 
Archery  was  one  of  the  King's  predilections,  and  His 
Majesty  appointed  a  Commission  to  quicken  the  execution 
of  an  Act  r  Henry  VIII.  for  the  encouragement  of  that 
sport  ;  but  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  were  so 
unpopular  that  their  j)owers  were  rescinded  in  IG31. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  strength  of  the  royal  navy  and 
of  the  large. fleet  of  local  privateers,  commerce  was  fre- 
quently jeopardized  by  the  enemy's  cruisers.  In  June,  1(328, 
the  Privy  Council  informed  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  that 
in  consequence  of  divers  French  warships  committing  daily 
ravages  in  the  Severn,  the  city  of  Bristol  was  willing  to 
bear  the  charge  of  setting  out  two  ships  for  securing  the 
Channel.  He  Avas  therefore  directed,  as  Lord  Admiral,  to 
treat  with  the  citizens,  letting  them  know  that  £1,0(.H)  of 
the  charge  would  be  repaid  out  of  the  subsidies  voted  by 
Parliament.  The  Corporation  informed  the  Duke,  a  few 
days  later,  that  the  two  ships  would  be  ready  to  sail  on  the 
arrival  of  his  commission,  but  the  fifty  barrels  of  gun- 
powder promised  by  the  Government  had  not  come  to  hand 
five  weeks  later,  when  Mr.  Barker,  M.P.,  informed  Secre- 
tary Nicholas  that  French  ships  were  still  committing 
spoil.     The  equij)ment  of    the  ships  cost  the  Corporation 
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£1,357.  The  Treasury  eventually  paid  £983  of  tins- 
amount,  but  not  until  tlie  Chamberlain  had  spent  nearly 
six  weeks  in  London  over  the  business,  and  been  well 
plucked  by  Court  underlings,  a  present  being  even  found 
necessary  for  the  wife  of  Secretary  Nicholas. 

On  August  22nd  the  Mayor  informed  the  Privy  Council 
by  letter  that  he  had  provided  transport  for  7CKJ  soldiers 
sent  to  Bristol  for  shipment  to  Ireland,  but  who  were 
delayed  by  adverse  winds.  Their  voyage  Avould  cost  £175, 
and  his  worship  had  already  disbursed  £140  out  of  purse 
for  their  victualling.  Other  documents  show  that  the 
Government,  in  sending  the  troops  to  the  city,  made  no 
provision  whatever  for  their  maintenance  and  shipment. 
On  the  day  the  above  letter  was  written,  the  Council  were 
informed  by  the  regimental  officers  that  the  Mayor's- 
advance  was  exhausted  and  that  the  men  were  without 
food.  As  rioting  might  be  immediately  expected,  the 
Chamberlain  was  ordered  to  disburse  sixpence  per  head 
daily  for  food,  until  a  change  of  wind.  The  incident  was 
repeated  in  the  following  November,  when  200  soldiers,  with- 
out officers,  were  detained  in  the  city  for  several  weeks 
through  stormy  weather,  and  were  very  unruly. 

A  succession  of  bad  harvests  began  in  162S,  and  con- 
tinued for  three  j^ears.  Large  quantities  of  grain  and 
several jtons  of  butter  were  purchased  each  winter  by  the 
Corpor'^tion,  and  sold  at  cost  price  to  the  poor.  The  distress 
was  much  aggravated,  in  1G31,  b}^  a  Government  proclama- 
tion forbidding  the  purchase  of  corn  in  Devon  and  other 
counties,  the  real  object  being  to  extort  money  for  licenses 
to  buy  tliore,  the  cost  of  whicli  further  enhanced  the  price 
of  grain. 

Tlie  distress  of  the  time  was  widespread.  On  January 
1st,  1629,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  in  petitioning  the  Privy 
Council  for  leave  to  export  grain  to  Ireland,  stated  that  the 
dearth  there  was  so  extreme  that  the  famishing  Irish  poor 
were  crowding  to  this  country,  and  were  causing  great 
trouble.  The  invasion  of  beggars  at  length  assumed  such 
proportions  that  the  Corporation  were  compelled  to  act 
with  vigour.  Seven  ships  were  hired  to  carry  back  the 
mendicants,  and  upwards  of  1,200  were  shipped  off.  About 
•two  shillings  a  head  was  paid  as  passage  money,  and 
upwards  of  £30  was  laid  out  for  their  food.  Similar,  but 
less  numerous,  transportations  Avere  made  in  subsequent 
years. 

Alderman   John    Whitson,  one   of  the   wealthiest   mer- 
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chants  of  the  city,  died  on  February  25th,  aged  seventy-five, 
in  consequence  of  an  accident  caused  by  the  stumbUng  of 
his  horse.     His  remains  were  interred  in  the  crypt  of  St 
Nicholas's  church  on  March  9th  with  every  mark  of  public 
respect,   the  trained   bands,    of  which   he   was   a   captain, 
rendering    him    military    honours.       The    details   of    the 
funeral   expenses,   which  have   been  preserved,    present   a 
singular  collocation  of  items  :— "Epitaph,  10.s\ ;  Mustard,  Id. ; 
Making  75  gowns    for    the    poor,  75^-. ;    Wine    from    the 
Bull,  £5   176-.   6d.  ;  Making  a  coffin,  14s.  ;  Baking  of  pies, 
7s.  GfZ.  ;  To  Mr.  Palmer  for  making  the  verses  on  the  monu- 
ment, 20s."     Owing  to  a  vast  sum  laid  out  for  mourning, 
the  total  expenses  of  the  ceremony  amounted  to  £418.     As 
many  inaccuracies  have  been  published  respecting  Whitson's 
ea_rl3'    life,    in    Bristol,    it    may    be    well    to    state    tlint    he 
migrated  when  youui;-  from  hus    birthphu-o    iu  iho  l'\«io.s(  o( 
Dean,  and  after  receiving  some  education  in   Jh-istol  was 
apprenticed,  in  September,  1570,  for  eiglit  years  to  NioholuH 
Cutt,  wine   merchant,    and   Bridget    his    wife,    a   youthful 
couple,  both  of  aldermanic  parentage,  who  had  been  married 
only  a  few  months.     Whether  Whitson  remained  with  his 
master  after  the  end  of  the  apprenticeship  in  1578  is  un- 
certain ;  but  soon  after  Cutt's  death,  about  two  years  later, 
he   was  in  the  employment  of  the  widow,   for  whom   he 
managed  the  profitable  business  that  had  been  bequeathed 
to  her,  together  with  all  his  property,  by  her  late  husband. 
About  the  ?,.  ne  time,  by  the  death  of  her  father,  Alderman 
Saxey,  Mrs.  Cutt,  an  only  child,  inherited  another  consider- 
able estate.     What   is  said  to  have  happened  under  these 
circumstances    is   told  by   the    AViltshire  antiquary,  John 
Aubrey,  who  was  a  grandson  of  Whitson's  third  wife,  and 
a  godson  of   Whitson  himself,  but  who  erroneously  styles 
the  lady  Vawr  instead  of  Cutt.     "  He    [AVhitson]    was    a 
handsome  young  fellow,  and  his  old  master  being  dead,  his 
mistress  one  day  called  him  into  the  wine  cellar,  and  bade 
him  broach  the  best  butt  in  the  cellar  for  her.     .     .     .     His 
mistress    afterwards    married   him.       This  story  will  last 
perhaps  as  long  as  Bristol  is  a  city."     The  wedding  took 
place  on  April  12th,  1585,  when  Whitson  was  over  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  the  bride  thirty-eight.     A  daughter  was 
born  to  them  in   1580.     The  union  appears  to  have  been 
approved  by  the  lady's  family,  for  in  the  latter  year  her 
mother  transferred  to  AVhitson  and  his  wife  several  houses 
in    various   parts   of    the   city    (including    property   then 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  curious  timber  house  at  the  corner 
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of  Wine  and  High  Street)  in  consideration  of  a  small  life 
annuity  ;  wliile  a  few  j^ears  later  John  Cutt,  a  nephew  of 
Nicholas,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Burnet,  Somerset,  to 
trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  same  parties.  Entering 
upon  a  mercantile  career  under  these  advantages,  AVhitson 
soon  attained  a  high  j)osition,  and  eventually  became  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his  time.  As 
has  been  already  shown,  he  was  five  times  elected  one  of 
the  members  of  Parliament  for  Bristol,  and  seems  to  have 
won  much  repute  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  intelligence 
and  ability.  "He  kept,"  says  Aubrey,  "  a  noble  house, 
and  did  entertain  the  peers  and  great  persons  that  came  to 
the  city.  He  kept  his  hawks.  I  remember  five  [youths] 
that  had  been  bred  uj)  under  him,  but  not  one  of  them  came 
to  good ;  they  lived  so  luxuriously.  He  was  charitable  in 
breeding  up  of  poor  scholars.  .  .  .  He  had  a  fair  house 
in  St.  Nicholas  Street  [on  the  site  of  Stuckey's  Bank], 
where  is  the  stateliest  dining-room  in  the  city.  His  only 
daughter  dying,  Richard  Wheeler,  his  nephew,  who  was 
bred  a  merchant  under  him,  was  his  heir,  but  he  proving  a 
sot  and  a  coxcomb,  he  settled  all  his  estate  upon  the  city 
for  pious  uses."  AVheeler's  unwortliiness  is  attested  by  one 
of  the  codicils  to  AVhitson's  will,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  old  aklerman,  like  some  other  philanthropists,  in 
his  desire  to  win  lasting  fame  for  munificent  charity,  treated 
his  near  relatives  with  slender  consideration.  Eight  years 
before  his  death  he  had  enfeoffed  nearly  the  whole  of  his 
real  estate  on  trustees,  to  uses  to  be  defined  by  his  will,  and 
by  a  testament  made  in  1()27  almost  the  whole  was  ordered 
to  bo  transferred  to  the  CA)r})oration,  who  were  to  ajjply 
the  j)rofits  to  benevolent  purposes,  chief  of  which  was  the 
foundation  of  a  hospital  for  the  maintenance  and  training 
of  forty  girls,  daughters  of  freemen,  "  to  go  and  be 
apparelled  in  red-  cloth."  The  residue  of  his  personal 
estate,  after  the  payment  of  a  great  number  of  small 
legacies,  was  to  devolve,  as  to  two-thirds  (about  £8,fXX))  on 
the  Corporation  for  charities,  and  as  to  one-third  on  his  two 
sisters  and  their  children.  The  latter  beneficiaries  were 
to  be  entirely  disinherited  if  they  sought  to  upset 
the  testator's  arrangements.  They  nevertheless  filed  a 
Bill  in  Chancery,  disputing  the  validity  of  the  will,  and 
a  long  and  costly  litigation  followed  ;  but  though  the  Court 
finally  decided  against  them,  and  upheld  AVhitson's  bequests, 
their  third  of  the  residue  was  not  withheld. 

In  the  State  Papers  for  June,  1G20,  is  a  remarkable  peti- 
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tion  presented  by  Captain  Charles  Driver,  of  Bristol,  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  It  sets  forth  that,  in  conformity 
Avith  the  commission  of  the  late  Lord  Admiral,  two  Bristol 
merchants,  Humphrey  Hooke  and  Humphrey  Browne,  had 
sent  out  two  ships  in  command  of  the  petitioner  and  anotlier 
man,  who  had  captured  a  Sallee  corsair,  brought  it  into 
Bristol,  and  had  it  condemned  as  lawful  prize.  Whereupon, 
on  the  complaint  of  some  London  merchants,  the  petitioner 
had  been  summoned  before  the  Privy  Council  for  having 
acted  illegally,  and  now  prayed  relief.  It  is  shown  by 
another  document  that,  altliough  the  people  of  Sallee 
practically  lived  by  piracy,  and  though  hosts  of  Englishmen 
had  languished  there  in  slavery,  the  Londoners  who  raised 
the  above  complaint  had  established  a  trading  settlement 
amongst  the  bandits,  had  turned  over  £r)(),CKjO  in  their 
traffic  there  during  the  previous  year,  and  were  anxious 
that  the  freebooters  should  not  be  interfered  with,  lest  "  they 
should  take  example  by  Algiers,"  where  the  impudent 
complainants  had  a  similar  settlement,  and  where  they 
alleged  they  had  lost  £8,500,  in  reprisal  for  the  "  wrongs  " 
committed  by  Captain  Driver  and  others  !  The  issue  of 
this  scandalous  affair  has  unfortunately  perished. 

Much  ingenuity  was  displayed  by  the  King's  advisers  in 
inventing  new  devices  for  raising  money  in  contravention 
of  the  statute  law.  On  June  23rd,  doubtless  in  considera- 
tion of  a  handsome  payment,  His  Majesty  granted  to  Robert 
AVright,  of  Bristol,  aud  his  sons  Erasmus  and  Tliomas,  for 
their  lives,  license  to  keep  a  tavern  or  wine-cellar  in  the 
mansion  house  in  which  they  dAvelt  in  the  city,  and  therein 
io  sell  good  wine,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
of  James  I.  for  regulating  licenses.  The  grant  was  to  be 
held  to  date  from  June,  1028,  and  any  pena'ties  for  acts 
committed  after  that  time  were  pardoned.  Subsequently 
the  privilege  of  issuing  those  illegal  licenses  was  sold  to 
Lord  Goring,  and  amongst  an  immense  number  conceded 
by  that  nobleman  was  one  dated  October  8th,  1G.'33,  to 
Henry  and  Charles  AVhitaker,  for  their  lives,  permitting 
them  to  keep  a  tavern  or  wine-cellar  in  their  mansion  in 
the  .town  or  village  of  Clifton,  Gloucestershire^  paying  20*. 
yearly.  In  the  following  year,  in  consideration  of  £10, 
and  yearly  payments  of  the  same  sum.  Goring  granted 
two  similar  licenses  to  AValtcr  Steevens  and  Richard 
Gardiner,  of  Bristol. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  Bristol  Hot  AVell  as  a  resort 
of  aristocratic  invalids  occurs  in  a  letter  dated  July  22nd, 
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preserved  in  the  State  Papers.     Lord  Poalett,  writing  from 
his  Somerset  seat  at  Hinton  to  Secretary  Lord  Dorchester, 
announces  his  return  home  after  having  left  his  wife  at 
'•  the  Wells  "  at  Bristol.    The  Avell-known  Bulstrode  ^Vhite- 
lock,  afterwards  Recorder  of  the  city,  had  visited  the  spring- 
in  1628,  and  noted  that  it  was  famous  for  the  cure  of  lepi:osy. 
Li  the  same  year  Thomas  Venner,  M.D.,  published  a  treatise 
on  "  The  Baths  of  Bath,"  to  which  he  added  a  "  Censure," 
meaning  a  criticism,  "  concerning  the  water  of  St.  Vincent's 
Eock,  near  Bristol  {urhs  jmlclwa  et  einporhim  celebre)^  which 
begins  to  grow  in  great  request  and  use  against  the  Stone." 
The  learned  writer,  whose  dogmatism  is  not  a  little  amus- 
ing, asserts  that  the  medical  efficacy  of  the  water  arose 
from  the  presence  of   sulphur  and  nitre,  and  possibly  of 
other    good    minerals.     "  The  water   is   frequented    for  no 
other  use  but  for  the  drinking  of  it  against  the  Stone,"  yet 
%h6  immediately  adds  that  in  consequence  of  this  peculiar 
virtue    people  of   all   sorts   repaired    to  the  place,   and    so 
abundantly  glutted  themselves  at  the  spring  that  but  few 
were  benefitted  and  many  hurt,  seeing  that  they  weakened 
the  stomach,  subverted  the  liver,  annoyed  the  head,  occa- 
sioned cramps  and  j)ain  of  the  joints,  and  bred  crudities, 
rhumes,  coughs,  dropsy,  and  consumption  !     After  drawing 
this  appalling  picture,  the  doctor  la3^s  down  ten  voluminous 
rules    for   tlie  guidance  of   visitors,  who  are  nevertheless 
warned  to  obtain  the  advice  of  a  local  physician.     Especial 
care  was  to  be  taken  not  to  give  the  water  to  children  or 
to  aged  persons,  as  it  would  ''  abbreviate  their  life  by  ex- 
tinguishing their  innate  heat."     "  Some  perilous  accidents 
may  happen  oftentimes  in  the  use  of  the  water  "  if  it  were 
rashly  taken,  but  its  "virtues  will  bo  better  known  if  people 
make  aright  and  good  use  thereof."     Altout  two  years  after 
the  publication  of  this  pompous  drivel,  in  March,  1630,  one 
John  Bruckshaw  addressed  a  petition  to  the  King,  in  which 
he  had  the  effrontery  to  assert  that  at  great  labour  and 
expense  he  had  discovered  the  spring  (described  loO  years 
before  by  William  AVorcester).     It  lay,  he  said,  between 
high-water  and  low-water  mark,  and  cured  many  disea^ses, 
far  beyond  any  known  batli  in  the  kingdom.  _  On  June  5th, 
in  the  same  year,  Charles  I.  granted  permission  to  the  im- 
postor to  enclose  the  spring  for  forty  years,  with  power  to 
take  in  adjoining  ground  "  from  the  sea  "  for  making  baths 
and  building  a  house,  to  which  visitors  could  resort ;  and 
with  further  power  to  dig  in  the  rocks  for  gold,  silver,  and 
crystal,  on  paying  to  the  Crown  a  yearly  rent  of  206-.     The 
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lords  of  tlie  manor  of  Clifton  being  doubtless  on  the  alert, 
]\Ir,  Bruckshaw's  impudent  manceuvres  proved  abortive. 
In  1H32  another  Bath  physician,  Edward  Jordan,  in  a 
treatise  on  mineral  waters,  speaks  of  the  spring  as  ranking 
with  the  chalybeate  waters  of  Spa  and  Tunbridge  ;  while 
Fuller,  in  his  "  Book  of  AVorthies  "  (10G2),  extols  the  well  as 
"  sovereign  for  sores  and  sicknesses,"  and  alleges  that  beer 
brewed  therewith  was  "  wholesome  against  the  spleen." 
Further  evidence  as  to  the  extensive  reputation  of  the  Hot 
Well  will  be  given  in  1G34.  The  above  facts  dispose  of  a 
legend,  originally  printed  in  1764  by  Dr.  Randolph,  of 
Bristol,  that  the  medicinal  virtues  of  the  spring  were  first 
made  known  in  1G08,  by  the  case  of  James  Gagg,  a  baker, 
in  Castle  Street,  whose  repeated  dreams  that  he  would  be 
cured  of  a  painful  disease  b}^  drinking  the  water  were  ful- 
filled, to  the  amazement  of  the  public. 

The  Corporation  resolved  in  1G2'J  to  bear  the  yearly  ex- 
pense of  entertaining  the  judges  and  Recorder  during  the 
assizes  and  gaol  delivery.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hyde,  who 
was  also  Recorder,  paid  one  visit  in  the  spring  and  another 
in  the  autumn,  when  he  was  invited  to  take  up  his  quarters 
in  the  liouses  of  Alderman  Rogers  and  Alderman  Pitt,  the 
former  being  afterwards  2^a,id  £13  lO.s'.  and  the  latter 
£2G  IO5.  fur  the  outlay  they  had  incurred.  His  lordship 
also  received  £10  as  travelling  expenses  to  the. assizes,  be- 
sides his  usual  fee  of  £2G  13*'.  4fZ.  as  Recorder.  The  liber- 
ality was  probably  inspired  by  the  anxiety  of  the  Council 
to  retain  the  Chief  Justice's  services  in  the  civic  office. 

Alderman  Robert  Rogers,  mentioned  above,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  famil}'  of  soapmakors,  ^^■hich  acquired  great  wealth 
in  the  later  years  of  Elizabeth,  and  lived  in  some  magnifi- 
cence in  the  mansion  known  as  the  Great  Hoiise  on  the 
Bridge,  but  which  reall}^  stood  at  the  end  of  RedclilF  Street. 
After  his  death,  in  1G33,  the  Great  House  became  un- 
tenanted, and  subsequently  was  for  some  time  converted 
into  an  inn.  Towards  the  end  of  the  century  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Sir  Thomas  Day  of  Sir  Edward  Fust,  and  again 
became  a  private  residence. 

Contemptuously  trampling  upon  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  twenty  years  before  (see  p.  36),  the  demands 
of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  for  a  composition  in  lieu  of 
wine  purveyance  were  revived  this  year  against  the  Bristol 
merchants.  A  corporate  deputation  was  vainly  sent  up  to 
the  Government  to  protest  against  the  extortion,  and  an 
action  was  raised  by  the  King's  patentee  in  the  Court  of 
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Exchequer.  At  the  trial,  however,  the  judgment  of  1G09 
was  produced  by  the  defendants,  when  the  imtentee  was 
non-suited,  and  forbidden  to  further  molest  them.  In  the 
meantime  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  made  a  fresh  claim  for 
a  composition  for  purveyance  of  groceries,  spices,  and  oils, 
against  which  the  merchants  made  a  strong  remonstrance 
to  the  Privy  Council ;  and  the  latter  body,  after  much  dis- 
cussion, gave  up  the  claim  as  regarded  groceries,  except 
when  the  Court  was  near  Bristol,  but  insisted  on  an  entirely 
novel  imposition  on  sweet  (Levant)  oils,  and  rejected  a  com- 
position offered  by  the  merchants,  about  sixty  of  whom 
were  interested  in  the  trade.  A  bargain  was,  however, 
struck  in  April,  1630,  between  the  Green  Cloth  officials  and 
two  delegates  of  the  Corporation,  Humphrey  Hooke  and 
Thomas  Colston,  it  being  agreed  that  the  royal  claims 
should  be  dropjjed  on  the  merchants  paying  £100  for 
"  arrerages,"  and  100  marks  yearly  for  the  future.  "  For- 
eigners "  or  non-freemen  were  excluded  from  this  arrange- 
ment, and  were  victimised  at  the  caprice  of  the  purveyance 
collectors.  Before  the  negotiation  was  concluded  the  Privy 
Council  demanded  a  loan  from  the  city  on  behalf  of  the 
King;  but  the  Common  Council  ordered  that  a  "fair  letter" 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  stating  inaljility 
to  conqjly  with  the  request,  and  directing  attention  to  the 
large  sums  already''  due  to  the  Corporation  from  the  Ex- 
chequer. The  Government  temporarily  withdrew  its  re- 
quest, but  so  far  as  can  be  inferred  from  an  extremely 
obscure  civic  minute  of  December,  1630,  the  loan  had  been 
then  again  demanded,  with  a  promise  of  early  repayment. 
A  subscription  was  started  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
produced  a  total  of  £680.  The  subscriptions  varied  from 
£50  to  £10,  but  nine  members  refused  to  contribute. 

The  abominable  foulness  of  the  streets,  caused  by  the 
parsimony  of  the  authorities,  was  the  subject  of  much  de- 
bate in  the  Council  about  this  time,  a  committee  being  at 
length  appointed  to  effect  a  reform.  That  body  reported 
that  the  Raker  had  stated  that  it  Avas  impossible  to  cleanse 
all  the  city  thoroughfares  for  the  £30  yearly  allowed  to 
him,  and  prayed  to  be  freed  from  the  employment  or  better 
paid.  They  therefore  recommended  that,  to  avoid  noisome 
stenches,  preserve  the  public  health,  and  maintain  the 
credit  of  the  city,  the  allowance  should  be  increased  to  £70. 
a  year,  the  additional  sum  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  report  was  confirmed  by  tlie  Council  in  De- 
cember, 1629,  it  being  stipulated  that,  in  addition  to  the 
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streets  usually  cleansed,  the  scavenger  sliould  attend  to  tlie 
Pitliay,  Broadmead,  St.  James's  Back,  Lewin's  Mead,  and 
Christmas  Street,  that   had  previously  been  wholly  neg- 
lected. 
l  Examples    have    been    already   given   of    the    singular 

manner  in  which  corporate  ordinances,  after  having  long 
fallen  into  disuse,  were  suddenly  revived.  The  Council,  in 
December,  seemingly  annoyed  by  the  disregard  of  pomp 
that  characterized  some  of  its  members,  disinterred  an 
obsolete  ordinance,  passed  about  sixty  years  before,  requir- 
ing aldermen  and  councillors,  on  certain  holidays,  to  array 
themselves  in  scarlet,  and  ordered  this  to  be  thenceforth 
"continued,"  a  fine  of  Gs.  8d.  being  imposed  on  any  one 
appearing  in  church  on  such  days  without  his  scarlet, 
whether  attending  the  Mayor  or  not.  It  was  further  or- 
dained that  on  ordinary  Sundays  every  member  attending 
church,  either  for  prayer  or  sermon,  should  wear  a  black 
gown,  or  pay  the  same  fine.  Any  past  sheriff  neglecting 
to  provide  himself  with  a  gown  lined  with  fur  was  to  be 
mulcted  40^-.  All  the  corporate  officials,  great  and  small  ^ 
had  gowns  provided  yearly  out  of  the  civic  purse.  In  1034 
order  was  given  that  any  of  the  sheriffs'  yeomen  neglecting 
to  wear  their  coats,  basket-hilted  swords  and  daggers,  were 
to  be  immediately  dismissed. 

Many  of  the  Bristol  privateers  mentioned  in  the  previous 
list  obtained  renewed  letters  of  marque  in  1029,  and  were 
reinforced  by  four  others,  whose  names  and  owners  were  as 
follows : — • 

Pliu'iiix,  '201)  toii-i,  "R.  Hull,  etc.  F.iuli'avonr,  SO,  Jl.  Strang\vay,i'ti-. 

AVilling  31iiul, -JOO,  i{.  Straugwaj-jOtt".      Dainty,  .sii,  tl.  IlcaJlainl,  t'tL\ 

The  reports  of  prizes  are  less  numerous  than  in  1028. 
The  Collector  of  Customs,  writing  to  Secretary  Nicholas  in 
April,  1030,  announces  the  arrival  of  "a  great  prize" 
brought  in  by  the  Eagle,  and  also  of  two  others,  adding 
that  he  had  forwarded  in  a  box  a  mermaid's  hand  and  rib, 
said  to  be  good  to  make  rings  for  the  cramp,  and  to  stop 
blood,  with  other  virtues.  The  same  writer,  in  December, 
reports  the  return  of  the  Eagle  with  another  rich  prize, 
adding  that  the  chief  owner  of  the  privateer,  Humphrey 
Hooke,  is  regarded  as  "  the  only  happy  man  that  Avay,"  the 
prizes  taken  by  the  Eagle  being  worth  not  less  than  £-J:0,0(X.). 
The  owners,  he  added,  were  fearful  because  this  last  prize- 
was  taken  so  near  the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  would  dis- 
charge at  once  without  acquainting  the  Admiralty.      "A 
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letter  from  the  Lords  for  that  presumption  would  beget  two 
or  three  chests  of  sugar  "—a  hint  that  was  not  likely  to  fall 
on  deaf  ears.     The  accounts  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  1632  state  that  the  net  value  of  the  jjrizes  brought  into 
Bristol,  Weymouth,  Lyme,  and  Minehead  during  the  war 
amounted  to  £134,500,  of  which  one-tenth  was  received  by 
the  Admiralty  ;  but  the  figures  are  almost  certainly  inaccu- 
rate.    In  the  State  Papers  for  November,  1635,  is  a  petition 
to  the  King  from  the  merchants  and  shipowners  of  Bristol, 
alleging  that  the  Admiralty  tenth,  paid  on  jDrizes  entering 
the  ])ort,  had  amounted  to  £20,0CM),  and  that  an  equal  sum 
had  been  paidto  the  Crown  in  Customs  on  the  merchandise, 
in  spite  of  which  the  local  Customer,  Dowle,  was  persecuting 
the  owners  of  privateers  by  an  Exchequer  Commission,  and 
making  groundless  charges  of  fraud.     The  evidence  taken 
in_  Bristol  by  this  commission,  which  was  directed  to  the 
Bishop  and  others,  is  also  in  the  Eecord  Office,  and  attests 
the    malignity  of   Dowle,   who   could  produce   nothing  in 
support  of  his  allegations.     The  only  interesting  fact  dis- 
closed Avas  a   statement  of   the  Vice-Admiral's  deputy  in 
Bristol,  to  the  effect  that  during  the  three  years  he  was 
emjiloyed  there  were  "  three  score  and  odd  "  prizes  brought 
into  the  port.     Willett,  he  added,  on  one  occasion  accepted 
a  gift  of  a  chest  of  sugar,  to  hasten  the  passing  of  a  prize 
cargo. 

Some  light  is  thrown  on  the  habits  of  the  cathedral 
dignitaries  of  the  period  by  a  letter  which  Bishop  AVright 
addressed  to  Archbishop  Abbot  and  Bishop  Laud  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1630.  His  recent  ordination,  ho  wrote,  had  wanted 
nothing  in  solemnity  save  the  presence  of  the  Dean  or 
•Canons,  or  some  of  them,  to  assist  in  ihe  imposition  of 
hands.  In  their  absence,  he  had  been  fain  to  use  singing 
men  and  others,  who  should  not  approach  so  high. 

On  April  1st  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  directed  Sir 
Thomas  Button  to  repair  with  two  ships  of  war  to  the  coast 
of  Ireland  and  the  Severn  for  the  protection  of  such  mer- 
chants as  traded  to  the  fairs  at  Bristol  held  at  St.  James's 
and  St.  Paul's  tide — which  indicates  the  importance  of 
those  great  marts.  H.M.S.  Convertine,  then  lying  at  Hung- 
road,  probably  received  similar  instructions,  for  the  com- 
mander. Captain  Plumley,  writing  to  the  Admiralty  on 
April  22nd,  narrates  the  difficulties  he  had  encountered  in 
leaving  the  Avon.  He  set  sail,  the  wind  being  in  the  east, 
with  the  help  of  eight  great  tow-boats  and  sixty  yokes  of 
■  oxen,   but   the  ship  was  nevertheless   in  much   hazard  of 


1630]  IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY.     ,       111 

being  lost,  and  he  "never  knew  what  hearty  fear  meant 
till  then,"  In  Jnly  the  Bristol  Cnstomer  iiiformecl  Secretary 
Nicholas  that  tlie  Fifth  Whelp  warship  was  at  Waterford 
to  waft  over  vessels  to  Bristol  fair,  but  that  many  Irish  and 
English  barks  had  been  taken  by  the  "  Biscayners,"  who 
were  a  terror  to  traders.  In  August,  1G33,  the  commander 
of  a  King's  ship  wrote  to  Secretary  Nicholas  that  he  had 
convoyed  fifty  barks  in  safety  from  Ireland  to  Bristol  fair, 
though  they  sighted  "  a  villain  "  that  lay  in  wait  for  them. 

Tidings  of  tlie  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  May  29th 
reached  Bristol  three  days  later,  and  were  hailed  with  de- 
monstrations of  joy.  The  Corj^oration  reared  a  prodigious 
bonfire  in  the  evening  near  the  High  Cross,  and  similar 
fires  blazed,  says  a  chronicler,  in  every  street,  "  that  the  like 
was  never  seen." 

So  early  as  1604  the  jDroceedings  of  one  Morgan,  a  land- 
owner at  Pill,  in  interfering  with  the  navigation  of  the 
Avon,  had  given  the  Corporation  much  trouble.  He  was 
prosecuted  for  nuisances,  convicted,  and  imprisoned  during 
the  reign  of  James  I.,  but  the  punishment  seems  to  have 
had  little  effect,  for  his  name  repeatedly  crops  uj)  in  the 
corporate  records,  though  in  too  vague  a  manner  to  be 
worth  reproduction.  Before  1630  he  had  been  succeeded  by 
a  son,  whose  conduct  was  more  intolerable  than  tjiat  of  his 
father,  and  the  irritated  CorjDoration  resolved  on  complain- 
ing of  his  malpractices  to  the  Government,  and  of  sparing- 
no  expense  in  putting  an  end  to  them.  In  June,  1630,  a 
petition  was  laid  before  the  Privy  Council,  setting  forth 
that  I\r()Vgan  had  not  only  prevented  the  use  of  certain 
posts  set  up  at  Pill  for  tlio  mooring  of  ships,  but  had  erected 
a  house  on  the  river  bank,  directly  in  front  of  an  ancient 
tree,  which  for  time  out  of  mind  had  been  used  for  mooring 
purposes,  besides  committing  other  abuses  tending  to  the 
ruin  of  the  citizens.  Evidence  having  been  adduced  in 
support  of  these  charges,  the  Privy  Council  expressed  itself 
convinced  of  the  damage  caused  by  Morgan's  exorbitant 
proceedings,  ordered  him  to  demolish  the  house,  and  to 
suffer  new  posts  to  be  erected,  the  magistrates  being  em- 
powered, on  his  refusal,  to  commit  him  to  prison  until  he 
submitted.  By  some  means,  however,  the  culprit  obtained 
a  rehearing  of  the  case,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
Government  determined  on  sending  two  influential  and 
impartial  personages  to  visit  the  place,  and  report  upon  the 
matters  in  dispute.  A  few  weeks  later,  the  Archbishop  of 
York,  and  subsequently  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
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Pleas,  arrived  for  tins  purpose  in  Bristol,  and,  after  being 
sumptuously  entertained  by  tlie  Corporation,  were  severally 
conducted   to   Pill,  in   boats   stored  with   roast    beef,  pies, 
sweetmeats,  cakes,  and  wine,  an  enormous  quantity  of  gun- 
powder being  spent  in  firing  salutes.     The  report  of  the 
judge  is  not  to  be  found ;  but  that  of  the  Archbishop  de- 
nounces  Morgan's   conduct  in  vigorous  terms.      The  tree 
and  posts,  wrote  his  grace,  were  so  indispensable  to  shipping 
that  no  power  of  man  without  them  could  prevent  wrecks 
and  loss  of   life  in  bad  weather;  and  the  port  might  be 
utterly  overthrown  if  other  riparian  landlords  followed  a 
similar  course.  ^  But  this  was  not  all.     Morgan's  perversity 
had  induced   him  to  set  up  a  sconce  (fort),  which,  whilst 
impeding  commerce,  was  destroying  the  morals  and  spirit 
of  seafaring  men ;  for  it  was  a  sconce  fortified  with  eleven 
great  ordnance,  namely,  strong  pothouses  or  ta2>houses,  dis- 
charging, not  powder  and   shot,  but   [tobacco]   smoke  and 
strong  beer,  defiling  the  people  with  drunkenness,  filthiness, 
and  robbery  of  their  masters'  goods— all  which  should  be 
totally  and  finally  eradicated.     The  Archbishop  concluded 
with    a   glowing    eulogium  on    Bristol,   asserting  that   for 
orderly  government,  care  of  religion  and  the  poor,  advance- 
ment  of   the   King's   customs,  and   heartiness   to   do    him 
service,  he  knew  no  city  worthy  to  be  preferred  to  it ;  whilst 
for  good  treatment  of  the  clergy  it  surpassed  all.     "With 
this  report  before  them,  the  Privy  Council,  on  October  29th, 
re-affirmed  the  previous  order,  requiring  the  occupier  of  the 
pothouse  in  front  of  the  old  tree  to  demolish  his  dwelling 
forthwith,  or  to  ajipear  before  thorn  to  answer  for  his  con- 
tempt.    If   ho  resisted,   tlio  Corporation   (who  had  ofiered 
him  cC30  towards  building  another  house;  were  empowered 
to    remove  the  nuisance.     The  Council  at  the  same  time 
directed  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  to  give 
proper  instructions  to  the  judges  of  assize  for  the  holding 
of  an  inquiry  "  into  the  erecting  of  a  little  town,  as  they 
call  it,  consisting  all  of  alehouses  at  Crockern  Pill,  and  to 
give  orders  for  remedying  the  abuse."     The  civic  digni- 
taries who  had  been  sent  up  to  Court  returned  home  in 
triumph,  but  the  affair  had  entailed  an  infinit}^  of  "grati- 
fications."    A  gentleman  of  the  King's  Bedchamber,  the 
clerks    of   the    Privy   Council,  the   clerks'    men,  the   door- 
keepers, the   doorkeepers'    men,   the  Lord    Treasurer's  sec- 
retary and  his  doorkeeper,  the  porters  of  the  Privy  Seal, 
the  Archbishop's  secretary,  and  various  minor  underlings 
received  gratuities.     A  buck  was  presented   to  the  Arch- 


1630]  IN    THE    SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY.  113 

bishop,  and  a  handsome  gift  of  wine,  sugar,  etc.,  costing 
£20  14s.  8d.,  was  forwarded  to  him  at  York.  Six  sugar 
loaves,  vahie  £4  Gs.  6fZ.,  and  wine  to  the  value  of  £16  9.9.  8d., 
were  sent  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  £30  promised  to 
the  alehouse  keeper  were  paid,  and  the  building  was  de- 
molished. Morgan,  however,  was  not  yet  disposed  of,  and 
will  turn  up  again. 

Concurrently  with  the  above  proceedings,  the  Corpora- 
tion were  carrying  on  a  negotiation  with  the  Government 
for  the  purchase  of  Bristol  Castle.  On  July  1st  the  Council 
petitioned  the  King  on  the  subject,  stating  that  they  had 
expended  £759  for  billeting  soldiers  and  transporting  them 
to  Ireland.  His  Majesty  having  lately  granted  a  lease  of 
the  Castle  to  one  Brewster,  for  three  lives,  at  a  rent  of 
£100,  the  petitioners  prayed  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
above  outlay,  they  might  be  granted  the  fortress  in  fee- 
farm  at  a  rent  of  £40.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  Sir 
Thomas  Fanshaw,  who  reported  that  on  an  inspection 
made  in  1625  he  found  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  Gxceediug 
great,  and  the  precincts  covered  with  little  cottages  piled 
on  the  head  of  one  another,  and  used  as  a  sanctuary  from 
arrests.  As  the  only  profit  derived  by  the  Crown  was  the 
rent  of  £100,  which  was  not  likely  to  be  maintained,  he 
thought  a  grant  to  the  Corporation  would  not  be  prejudicial. 
The  Lord  Treasurer  thereupon  directed  the  grant  to  be  pre- 
pared, but  an  additional  sum  of  £200  was  first  wrung  from 
the  Corporation.  Numerous  as  had  been  tlie  tips  required 
in  tlie  Pill  case,  they  were  insignificant  when  compared 
with  those  extorted  during  the  Castle  business.  The 
Attorney-General  and  his  stall'  demanded  over  £27.  A 
secretary,  for  procuring  the  King's  signature,  'j,'ot  nearly 
£12,  and  nearly  £18  were  paid  to  the  Privy  Seal  officials. 
The  Great  Seal  cost  £17  lLs\  A  Mr.  Gibbons  received 
£80 ;  his  man,  £3  ;  Sir  Tobias  Matthew,  £20 ;  and  Sir 
Thomas  Fansliaw,  £10,  "  all  gratuities."  The  Lord 
Treasurer  had  a  gift  of  98  ounces  of  double  gilt  silver 
plate  ;  Mr.  Noy  (about  to  become  Attorney-General) 
accepted  similar  plstte  weighing  45  ounces  ;  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  had  a  hogshead  of  wine ;  and  "  one  of  the  King's  bed- 
chamber, for  his  favour,"  a  large  consignment  of  wine,  oil, 
and  sugar.  Gifts  to  clerks  and  underlings  were  made  by 
the  city  delegates  in  London,  to  which  the  Chamberlain 
made  three  journeys,  and  where  he  remained  nearly  half  a 
year.  Brewster's  rent  of  £1CKJ  was  henceforth  received  by 
the  Corporation ;  but  he  profited  largely  from  the  rentals 
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paid  by  the  occupiers  of  the  precincts,  besides  enjoying  the 
occupation  of  the  great  mansion  known  as  the  Military 
House,  with  its  extensive  gardens.  As  was  perhaps  natural, 
the  two  parties  concerned  in  the  property  were  soon  on  bad 
terms.  In  April,  1632,  Brewster,  in  a  petition  to  the  Privy 
Council,  complained  that  though  he  had  been  at  great 
charge  in  repairing  the  place — which  probably  means  that 
he  had  been  striving  to  increase  his  tenants  and  his  rentals 
— he  had  been  much  wronged  and  hindered  by  the  magis- 
trates. Their  lordships  thereupon  instructed  the  Bishop, 
the  Mayor,  the  Sheriff  of  Gloucestershire,  and  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges  to  meet  and  hold  an  inquiry  into  the  facts, 
and  to  report  the  result.  No  report  is  now  to  be  found,  but 
the  Corporation  doubtless  found  it  desirable  to  get  rid  of  an 
inconvenient  tenant,  and  in  1634  Brewster's  outstanding 
interest  was  acquired  for  the  sum  of  £520  10s. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Hyde  resigned  the  Eecordership  in 
June,  1630,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  reconciling  the 
duties  of  his  dual  offices.     It  appears  that  the  Attorney- 
General  had  applied  for  a  Quo  wanmifo  against  the  Corpora- 
tion (though  the  civic  records  afford  no  information  on  the 
matter  except  that  the  writ  was  ultimately  stayed  on  pay- 
ment of  £10),  and  the  judgment  of  the  Chief  Justice  on  the 
case,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  not  have  been  seemly  if 
it  had  come  from  the  mouth  of  the  Recorder.     He  therefore 
Avithdrew,  and  declined  to  recommend  a  successor,  though, 
if  the  Council  desired  his  opinion,  he  would   "  name  Mr. 
AVilliam  Noy,  a  man  of  great  note,  hardly  to  be  matched." 
Noy  was  forthwith  elected ;  but  on  being  apprised  of  his 
appointment,  ho  at  once  wrote  to  the  IMayor,  desiring  to  bo 
excused,  "for  reasons  best  known  to  hin«self."     He  was,  in 
fact,  appointed  Attorney-General  in  the  following  October. 
On  his  refusal,  John  Glanville,  afterwards  Serjeant-at-Law 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of   Commons,  was  elected  Ee- 
corder. 

The  office  of  Lord  High  Steward  became  vacant  in  July 
by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  Faithful  to^  the 
custom  of  securing  support  in  high  places,  the  Council,  in 
August,  elected  to  the  vacancy  the  Lord  Treasurer,  Lord 
"Weston,  afterwards  Earl  of  Portland,  an  abject  flatterer  and 
pliant  tool  of  the  then  despotic  King,  and  notorious  for  his 
insolence  and  arrogance  towards  others. 

After  the  death  of  James  I.,  the  custom  amongst  the 
nobility  of  permitting  a  company  of  travelling  actors  to 
assume  the  name  of  their  patron  went  out  of  fashion,  and 
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dramatic  entertainments  in  Bristol,  except  possibly  at  the 
great  fairs,  became  very  rare.  In  the  summer  of  1630  the 
"  King's  players "  performed  before  the  Corporation  for 
the  first  time,  with  one  exception,  during  five  j'^ears,  and 
received  the  usual  gift  of  £2.  But  in  September,  when 
another  troop  made  tlieir  appearance,  the}'-  were  ordered 
out  of  the  city  with  a  dole  of  206". ;  and  the  King's  players 
were  similarly  treated  in  1G31,  though  the  gift  was  doubled. 
In  1633  the  Mayor  gave  another  company  20.s\  "  to  be  rid  of 
them,"  and  his  successor,  in  1634,  bestowed  305.  on  a  party 
"to  rid  them  out  of  town."  Later  in  the  same  year  a  com- 
pany received  £2,  and  may,  perhaps,  have  performed ;  but 
in  1635  the  same  sum  is  stated  to  have  been  disbursed  to  a 
band  "  because  they  should  not  play,"  and  also  to  "a 
player,"  probably  a  conjuror,  "  for  that  he  should  not  use 
his  skill  here."  A  tumbler,  armed  with  a  license  from  the 
Master  of  the  Revels,  had  the  munificent  gift  of  half  a 
crown  from  the  Chamberlain.  Dramatic  and  other  amuse- 
ments thenceforth  disappear  from  the  city  accounts  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

In  anticipation  of  the  usual  muster  of  the  trained  bands, 
the  Corporation,  in  September,  presented  two  of  the  three 
captains,  Richard  Aldworth  and  Giles  Elbridge,  with  new 
"antients"  (colours),  which  cost  nearly  £30.  The  yearly 
marshalling  of  the  bands  was  occasionally  enlivened  by  the 
jjresence  of  a  nobleman  of  distinction.  The  Earl  of  Arundel 
came  down  in  1634,  and  the  Corporation,  mindful  of  a 
former  oversight,  not  onl}'-  hastened  to  present  him  Avitli 
wine,  sugar,  conserves,  prunes,  and  other  delicacies,  but 
invitiod  Ills  son,  Lord  j\[altravers,  who  liad  inspected  the 
troopers,  to  a  sumptunus  dinner  in  the  great  mansion  of  the 
Creswick  family,  in  Small  Street. 

In  the  State  Papers  for  November,  1630,  is  an  account  of 
the  troubles  oi  Derrick  Popley,  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of  Bristol, 
then  in  custody,  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  charged 
with  engrossing  salt.  Mr.  Popley  explained  in  a  petition 
for  relief  that  he  yearly  imported  B,(XK)  bushels  of  foreign 
salt,  but  that,  having  a  ship  bound  on  a  fishing  voyage,  he 
liad  sent  an  agent  to  the  Somerset  ports,  who  had  bought 
up  700  tons,  for  which  he  and  his  agent  had  been  arrested 
and  carried  to  London.  One  "Windham,  the  informer, 
alleged  before  the  Privy  Council  that  Popley's  purchases 
at  AVatchet  and  other  places  had  raised  the  local  price  of 
salt  from  4s.  8d.  to  15s.  a  bushel.  The  issue  is  not  recorded. 
In  the  following  year,  at  the  election  of  Mayor,  the  ex- 
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Sheriff  was  fined  £10  for  contemptuously  neglecting  to  be 
present  in  the  Chamber. 

In  January,  1631,  the  King  issued  a  proclamation  by 
which.  Bristol  merchants  were  prohibited  from  pursuing  one 
of  the  most  important  branches  of  their  commerce.  The 
mandate,  after  asserting  that,  notwithstanding  previous 
royal  decrees,  great  quantities  of  tobacco  continued  to  be 
planted  in  several  parts  of  England,  whilst  an  incredible 
quantity  was  imported  secretly,  forbade  the  cultivation  of  the- 
plant  at  home,  or  its  importation  from  the  plantations  into 
any  port  save  London.  The  quantity  to  be  admitted  was  to 
be  fixed  at  the  King's  discretion.  His  Majesty  disapproving 
of  an  immeasurable  outlay  on  so  vain  and  needless  a  com- 
modity. Notwithstanding  this  emphatic  expression  of  the 
royal  displeasure,  the  culture  of  tobacco  in  Gloucestershire 
became  so  prevalent  in  the  following  summer  that  the 
Privy  Council  sent  down  a  peremptory  order  to  the  Sheriff 
to  cut  down  the  plantations,  apparently  with  little  effect.. 
The  above  proclamation  was  re-issued  in  May,  1634,  and  in 
January,  1038.  It  is  probable  that  the  restriction  of  the 
foreign  trade  to  London  was  devised  to  extort  money  for 
licenses  to  import  into  Bristol,  and  it  will  be  shown  under 
1641  that  such  licenses  were  occasionally  obtained.  In  the 
meantime  a  jealous  watch  was  kept  upon  local  merchants. 
In.  April,  1635,  when  a  ship  laden  with  tobacco  was  driven 
into  this  port  througli  stress  of  weather,  a  petition  was  sent 
to  the  Government  prajnng  that  she  might  be  discharged 
here  ;  but  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  sneeringly  expressed 
doubts  as  to  the  cause  of  the  ship's  change  of  course,  and- 
peroniptorily  onlered  her  to  London. 

The  year  1631  was  locally  notable  fi  r  an  attempt  made 
by  Bristol  enterprise  to  realize  the  long-cherished  dream  of 
navigators — the  discover}'-  of  a  North- AVest  Passage  to 
India  and  the  far  East.  The  King  having  taken  some 
interest  in  the  problem,  and  directed  one  of  his  ablest 
servants,  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  to  equip  a  royal  ship  for  an 
expedition,  some  leading  Bristol  merchants  applied  to  Sir 
Thomas  through  Captain  Thomas  James,  an  experienced 
Bristol  mariner,  to  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  adven- 
ture, expressing  willingness  to  fit  out  a  ship  under  James's 
command.  Roe  cordially  responded  to  the  appeal,  informing 
the  Mayor,  John  Tomlinson,  who  had  married  his  sister, 
that  the  Lord  Treasurer,  "  being  beholden  to  you  for  your 
love  in  choosing  him  Steward  of  j^our  city,"  proposed  to 
give  the  Bristol  undertakers  an  equal  share   in  all   the  ad- 
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vantages  expected  to  be  derived  from  the  discovery.  The 
King  was  accustomed  to  grant  audiences  at  an  early  hour 
on  Sunday  mornings,  and  when  the  Lord  Treasurer's 
promises  had  been  confirmed,  Captain  James  was  permitted 
to  pay  his  respects  to  His  Majesty.  The  Bristol  adventurers, 
of  whom  Humphrey  Hooke,  Andrew  Charlton,  Miles 
Jackson,  and  Thomas  Cole  were  the  chiefs,  thereupon 
procured  a  ship  of  eighty  tons  burden,  which,  in  honour  of 
the  Queen,  wl^ose  assistance  in  the  business  of  the  Castle 
was  _  gratefully  remembered,  they  named  the  Henrietta 
Maria.  The  crew  was  composed  of  twenty-two  able 
seamen,  and  a  large  sum  was  spent  in  equipment.  The 
vessel  set  sail  on  May  3rd,  steered  by  way  of  Greenland  to 
Hudson's  Strait,  the  weather  throughout  being  extremely 
unfavourable  ;  and  on  September  3rd  entered  a  bay,  still 
named  James's  Bay  in  honour  of  its  discoverer.  A  month 
later,  the  explorers  reached  a  j^lace  they  called  Charlton, 
after  the  Bristolian  mentioned  above,  and  there  they  were 
compelled  to  remain.  The  ship  being  unable  to  apj^roach 
within  three  miles  of  the  shore,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
sink  her,  to  prevent  injury  from  "  bumping,"  the  crew 
seeking  such  shelter  as  could  be  found  on  land.  After' 
experiencing  a  winter  of  terrible  severity,  the  crew,  in  the 
following  May,  dug  the  ice  out  of  the  ship,  got  her  afloat 
again,  and  soon  after  sailed  for  England,  arriving  at  Bristol 
after  a  sto'rmy  voyage  on  October  22nd.  By  that  time  the 
vessel  was  so  shattered  that  the  safe  return  was  regarded 
as  miraculous.  The  London  adventure,  led  by  a  seaman 
named  Fox,  was  of  an  inglorious  character,  his  ship  being 
brought  home  after  a  desultory  cruise  of  six  months  in 
regions  already  well  known.  The  intrepidit}^  of  James  thus 
became  the  more  conspicuous,  and  won  the  aumiration  of 
the  Court.  On  his  presenting  himself  at  AVhitehall  with  a 
ohart  of  his  voyage,  the  King  welcomed  liim  heartily,  held 
him  in  conversation  for  two  hours,  and  requested  him  to 
attend  again  and  give  further  details.  The  nobility  followed 
the  royal  example,  and  James,  to  use  a  modern  phrase,  was 
the  lion  of  the  season.  A  spirited  account  of  his  Arctic 
adventures  was  published  in  1633,  and  proves  the  com- 
mander to  have  been  a  skilful  and  scientific  navigator.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  appointed  captain  of  a  warship, 
whicli  cruised  in  the  Bristol  Channel  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy.  Some  remarkable  coincidences  of  thought  and 
■expression  have  been  remarked  in  the  narrative  of  the 
above  voyage  and  in  the  "  Rime  of  the  Ancient  Mariner," 
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from  wliicli  it  lias  been  inferred  that  Coleridge  had  read 
and  been  impressed  by  James's  story. 

Another  Government  shift  for  wringing  money  from  the 
jDublic  was  put  in  force  during  the  summer,  and  produced  a 
good  harvest.  The  case  of  Bristol  illustrates  what  went 
on  in  every  county  and  borough  throughout  the  kingdom. 
On  June  29th  a  royal  commission  was  addressed  to  the 
Bishop  of  Bristol,  the  Mayor,  and  others,  directing  that 
they  should  call  before  them  such  inhabitants  as,  by  their 
position  in  life,  could  be  forced  to  take  uj)  the  title  of 
knights,  and  to  fix  the  composition  that  should  be  paid  for 
refusing  it.  It  is  clear  from  a  minute  of  the  Council  of 
three  weeks  earlier  date  that  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  known  in  the  city,  and  that  the  Mayor  and  some 
of  the  wealth}'-  aldermen  had  hastened  to  make  personal 
compositions  privately,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them- 
selves appointed  as  commissioners  through  the  favour  of 
the  Lord  Treasurer.  In  addition  to  those  voluntary  victims, 
there  were  no  less  than  forty-four  persons  in  the  city 
qualified  for  knighthood,  all  of  whom  shunned  the  honour 
of  a  title,  and  were  accordingly  assessed  according  to  their 
assumed  means.  The  names  of  those  gentlemen  have  been 
fortunately  preserved  amongst  the  State  Papers,  and  are 
now  published  for  the  first  time.  They  are  of  great 
interest,  as  they  doubtless  embrace  the  whole  upper-class 
population  of  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  the  royal 
commissioners,  and  indicate  the  presumed  wealth  of  each 
individual.  Alexander  James,  a  Common  Councillor,  headed 
the  list,  and  was  required  to  pay  £41  G^.  8d.  Then  follow 
Alderman  Robert  Rogers,  the  wealthiest  of  the  soapmakers, 
who  paidjCaO;  Alderman  Christopher  Whitson,  £25,  and 
Richard  Holworthy,  C.C,  £23  Os.  Sd.;  Alderman  Abel 
Kitchin,  Henry  Hobson,  innkeeper,  C.C,  Nicholas  Heale, 
gentleman,  Alderman  Henry  Gibbes,  Henry  Yate,  soap- 
maker,  C.C.,  and  George  Gibbes,  brewer,  paid  £8  13.9.  4d. 
each.  Alderman  William  Young,  Thomas  Lloyd,  brewer, 
William  Jones,  merchant,  C.C,  Richard  Ballman,  brewer, 
Oliver  Smith,  mercer,  Ezekiel  Wallis,  mercer,  C.C,  and 
George  Knight,  mercer,  C.C,  £14  each;  Walter  Ellis, 
merchant,  C.C,  WilHam  Sage,  tanner,  Anthony  Prewett, 
draper,  and  Francis  Creswick,  merchant,  C.C,  £13  V)S.  8d. 
each;  Nicholas  Meredith,  merchant,  Matthew  Warren, 
clothier,  C.C,  Edward  Peters,  merchant,  William  Lysett, 
grocer,  C.C,  and  William  Snigg,  gentleman,  £12  each  ; 
Richard  Baugh,  brewer,  £11    13,9.    4d.  ;  Richard  Johnson, 
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smith,  Richard  Jackson,  clothier,  Edward  Batten,  gentle- 
man, Miles  Callowhill,  mercer,  John  Lock,  merchant,  CO., 
William  Wyatt,  merchant,  and  Francis  Derrick,  merchant, 
£11  each  ;  John  Pearce,  draper,  George  Reece,  gentleman, 
Robert  Osborne,  brewer,  Robert  Kitchin,  merchant,  John 
Baber,  tailor,  William  Hay  man,  mariner,  and  Robert  Black- 
borow,  brewer,  £10.  The  only  person  assessed  under  the 
last-named  sum  was  William  Colston,  a  young  man,  just 
beginning  a  mercantile  career,  who  was  assessed  at  £6  13s. 
Ad.  The  figures  appended  to  the  name  of  Alderman  John 
Harrington,  brewer,  are  illegible.  One  Thurston  Harris, 
baker,  was  ordered  to  pay  £12,  but  the  item  was  afterwards 
struck  out.  The  total  amount  netted  by  the  process  was 
£626,  and  as  the  compositions  recorded  above  amount  to 
£548,  it  is  clear  that  the  Mayor  (John  Tomlinson)  and  the 
aldermanic  commissioners  showed  conspicuous  lenity  in 
assessing  themselves.  The  royal  mandate  required  the 
whole  of  the  money  to  be  brought  in  within  ten  days  of 
the  hearing. 

Amongst  the  many  monopolies  created  about  this  time 
by  Charles  I.  was  one  concerning  saltpetre.  In  1627  a 
commission  was  issued  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and 
another  nobleman,  empowering  them  to  dig  for  saltpetre  in 
the  houses,  etc.,  of  any  of  the  King's  subjects,  the  purchase 
of  this  article  being  forbidden  to  all  save  the  royal  licensees. 
In  September,  1631,  on  the  information  of  the  justices  at 
Chippenham,  two  Bristol  men,  named  Cossley  and  Baber, 
were  dragged  before  the  Privy  Council  charged  with 
fraudulently  buying  the  King's  saltpetre  and  converting 
it  into  gunpowder.  It  is  evident  that  the  charge  could  not 
be  proved  against  them,  for  two  months  later  the}'  petitioned 
for  release  from  prison,  having  never  been  called  on  to 
answer  their  prosecutors.  They  were  probably  liberated  on 
payment  of  a  fine.  In  December,  1637,  John  Dowell,  or 
Dowle,  the  local  Customer,  who  devoted  himself  for  many 
years  to  the  persecution  of  Bristol  merchants,  sent  infor- 
mation to  Sir  Henry  Vane,  probably  the  royal  patentee, 
that  large  quantities  of  contraband  gunpowder  were  stored 
in  the  city,  and  that  forty-six  persons  were  retailing 
without  a  license.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  thereupon 
wrote  to  the  Mayor,  alleging  that,  in  defiance  of  the  King's 
mandate,  gunpowder  was  still  largely  made  in  Bristol, 
Baber  being  mentioned  as  a  conspicuous  offender,  and 
peremptory  orders  were  given  for  the  suppression  of  all  the 
mills.     The  Mayor  replied   soon  afterwards,  asserting  that 
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two  mills  had  been  discovered  aijd  the  implements  confis- 
cated. In  November,  1638,  however,  Dowell  reported  that 
Baber  had  a  mill  in  the  suburbs,  and  was  making  two  cwt. 
a  week,  whilst  much  was  covertly  smuggled  into  the  city, 
and  a  few  weeks  later  the  "  commissioners  for  gunpowder  " 
sent  down  orders  to  the  Mayor  to  seize  Baber's  mills,  break 
his  utensils,  and  commit  him  and  every  other  local  maker 
to  prison  if  they  presumed  to  continue  the  trade.  It  is 
somewhat  amusing  to  find  that,  after  all  this  rough  treat- 
ment, Baber  became,  during  the  Civil  War,  the  chief  local 
gunpowder-maker  for  the  King,  and  not  only  sent  £800 
worth  to  Oxford,  but  supplied  Prince  Rupert  when  in 
Bristol  with  ammunition  to  the  value  of  £1,500,  for  which 
he  was  never  repaid. 

An  affair  which  caused  much  excitement  in  the  city 
occurred  during  the  autumn  of  1631.  The  King  had  some 
time  before  granted  powers  to  a  neighbouring  landowner  to 
enclose  large  portions  of  the  common  land  in  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  and  to  cut  down  tlie  woods,  contrary,  as  the  inhabi- 
tants alleged,  to  their  ancient  rights.  The  destruction  com- 
mitted by  the  grantee  having  eventually  led  to  tumultuary 
gatherings  and  acts  of  violence,  steps  were  taken  by  the 
Government  to  punish  the  rioters,  in  the  course  of  which 
John  Wragg,  one  of  the  myrmidons  of  the  Privy  Council, 
arrested  in  Bristol  a  forester  named  Virtue,  alleged  to  be 
one  of  the  ringleaders,  temporarily  lodged  him  in  Newgate, 
and  reported  the  facts  to  his  employers.  Being  sent  back 
by  them  with  orders  to  remove  the  prisoner  to  Gloucester 
for  trial  at  the  assizes,  Wragg  was  himself  arrested  on  a 
writ  of  the  Piepowder  Court,  at  the  suit  of  Virtue,  who 
claimed  £61X3  damages  for  illegal  imprisonment.  According 
to  Wragg's  petition  thereon  to  the  Pri/y  Council,  the 
Steward  (judge)  of  the  Court,  the  keeper  of  Newgate,  and 
various  civic  officials  were  abettors  of  Virtue's  prosecution, 
and  he  especially  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  under- 
gaoler  in  refusing  him  fire,  victuals,  and  bedding  during 
his  detention.  The  Privy  Council  promptly  resented  the 
treatment  of  their  agent,  and  Miles  Jackson,  one  of  tlie  city 
Sheriffs,  who  was  held  answerable  for  the  keeper  of  New- 
gate, together  with  the  under-gaoler  and  others,  were 
prosecuted  in  the  Star  Chamber,  and  were  apparently  kept 
in  custody  for  several  weeks.  The  Sheriff  vainly  protested 
that  Wragg's  arrest  took  place  without  his  knowledge,  and 
that  the  messenger  was  liberated  within  twenty-four  hours 
on  his  ofiicial  position  being  ascertained;  whilst  the  gaoler's 
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plea  that  lie  had  simply  conformed  to  a  legal  mandate  was 
equally  unavailing.  A  local  annalist  says  : — "  It  cost  them 
dear  before  they  were  all  discharged,"  It  is  not  surprising 
that  in  the  struggle  then  drawing  near  Miles  Jackson  was 
a  zealous  Parliamentarian. 

A  new  restriction  upon  local  commerce  was  proclaimed 
at  the  High  Cross  in  November.  The  King  having  just 
granted  to  six  London  merchants  the  sole  right  of  trading 
with  Guinea,  Bonny,  and  Angola,  local  merchants  were 
prohibited  from  competing  with  the  monopolists.  In  1G33 
.a  similar  interdiction  was  published  in  reference  to  trade 
with  "  the  gulf  and  river  of  Canada,"  a  monopoly  having 
been  conferred  on  another  London  confederacy. 

Manufacturers  suffered  from  royal  restrictions  as  severely 
as  did  merchants.  In  December,  1(J31,  a  patent  was  granted 
to  seventeen  persons,  courtiers  and  Londoners,  conferring 
■on  them  the  sole  right  to  make  hard  and  soft  soap  out  of 
home  materials ;  and  in  the  following  month  these  monopo- 
lists, styled  the  Society  of  Soapmakers  of  AVestminster, 
received  a  charter  of  incorporation  empowering  them  to 
destroy  the  vats  and  demolish  the  buildings  of  persons  in- 
vading their  privilege.  In  Jul}^,  1634,  proclamation  was 
made  in  Bristol  that  the  King  forbade  the  making  of  soap 
for  private  domestic  use,  and  prohibited  the  importation  of 
foreign,  Ij-ish,  or  Scotch  soap.  Bristol  had  then,  enjoyed  a 
great  repute  for  its  soap  for  four  hundred  years,  and  the 
soapmakers  were  numerous  and  their  business  extensive 
when  this  monopoly  was  created.  Seeing  the  prospect  of 
ruin  before  them,  the  manufacturers  naturally  made  terms 
with  the  Westminster  Society,  and  in  consideration  of  a 
large  payment  permission  was  obtained  to  make  and  dis- 
pose of  the  insignificant  quantitj'-  of  GOO  tons  yei.rly.  But 
the  Government,  conceiving  that  more  could  be  extorted 
from  the  Bristol ians,  then  took  action  on  its  own  account. 
In  a  petition  dated  May,  1G35,  tlie  local  manufacturers  made 
an  earnest  appeal  against  a  new  order  issued  by  the  Privy 
Council  forbidding  them  to  vend  soap  outside  Bristol  save 
to  AVales  and  the  Western  ports,  and  requiring  them  to  pay 
an  additional  tax  to  the  Kipg  of  £-1  per  ton,  a  burden  which 
they  declared  would  simply  be  ruinous.  No  relief,  how- 
ever, was  accorded  beyond  permission  to  sell  in  Wilts  and 
'Gloucestershire.  About  the  same  time  the  local  Soap- 
makers'  Company  laid  another  grief  before  the  Government, 
•complaining  that  although  they  had  conformed  to  the  terms 
imposed  by  the  King  and  the  London  monopolists,  their 
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soap  had  been  seized  b}^  orders  of  tlie  la  t,ter,  and  they  had,  in 
spite  of  their  poverty,  been  compelled  to  travel  five  times  to 
Loudon,  and  to  make  long  sojourns  there  without  obtaining 
any  redress.  Other  documents  show  that  the  Londoners 
maintained  spies  in  the  city  who  constantly  harassed  the 
industry.  In  May,  1637,  twelve  Bristol  soapmakers  were 
lying  in  the  Fleet  prison  for  non-payment  of  the  extra  tax 
levied  by  the  Crown,  and  were  forced  to  redeem  themselves 
on  the  terms  imposed  by  the  Lc>rd  Treasurer.  (Some  of 
these  victims  were  afterwards  conspicuous  Parliamentarians.) 
Finally,  in  1638,  the  King's  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  whose 
salaries  were  two  years  in  arrear,  begged  His  Majesty  to 
grant  them  the  profits  of  "  his  soap  in  Bristol,"  and  this 
appears  to  have  been  conceded.  By  the  King's  order  in 
Council,  the  number  of  soap-houses  in  the  city  was  about 
the  same  time  reduced  to  four.  These  brief  citations  from 
the  State  Papers  afford  but  an  inadequate  conception  of  the 
suffering  endured  for  several  years  by  an  inoffensive  and 
useful  body  of  manufacturers.  Adams,  the  ablest  of  the 
contemporary  chroniclers,  who  was  a  witness  of  the  perse- 
cution, and  whose  zealous  loyalty  renders  his  statements  on 
the  subject  unimpeachable,  records  that  about  thirty  Bristol 
soapmakers  "were  served  up  to  London,  where  against 
their  wills  they  were  retained  long  with  great  expenses, 
imprisoned,  and  fined  in  above  £20,()CH3,  and  were  bound  to 
more  inconveniences  before  they  could  be  discharged." 

Neither  the  State  records  nor  those  of  the  Corporation 
contain  any  reference  to  the  tribulations  of  the  Bristol 
brewers.  But  Adams  notes  : — "  Another  sort  of  [royal]  com- 
missioners were  for  brewers,  on  whose  behalf  some  of  the 
chiofest  of  that  Company  rode  for  London,  where  they  had 
no  remedy  granted,  but  every  brewer  was  enjoined  to  pay 
40  marks  a  year,  of  all  which  the  poor  commons  do  feel  the 
smart."  In  January,  1633,  a  roj'-al  proclamation  paralysed 
another  branch  of  trade,  the  making  of  girdles,  belts,  and 
other  articles  of  apparel  being  prohibited  because,  as  the 
mandate  asserted,  competition  impoverished  the  Girdlers' 
Company  of  London. 

The  relation  of  despotic  restraints  and  exactions  tends  to 
become  somewhat  monotonous,  but  the  grievances  pressed 
so  heavily  on  all  classes,  and  had  so  marked  an  effect  on 
public  opinion  in  the  final  conflict  between  King  and  Par- 
liament, that  it  would  be  misleading  to  sujjpress  the  facts. 
It  was  shown  at  page  85  that  the  enormity  of  the  fees 
demanded  at  the  Bristol  Custom  House  was  condemned  in 
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tlie  House  of  Commons,  and  tliat  the  officials  submitted  to 
extensive  reductions.  Parliaments  being  now  dispensed 
with,  and  their  revival  being  improbable,  ]\Iessrs.  Dowell 
and  Willett,  the  Customer  and  Collector,  in  June,  1633,  im- 
pudently repudiated  the  compact  made  with  the  merchants, 
set  forth  a  new  and  greatly  euhanced  scale  of  fees,  and 
threatened  to  stop  the  landing  and  shipment  of  goods  unless 
their  demands  were  complied  with.  The  mercantile  body 
appealed  to  the  Government,  but  it  was  speedily  discovered 
that  the  Lord  Treasurer  had  sanctioned,  by  warrant,  the 
proceedings  of  Dowell  and  his  colleagues,  and  that  Attorney- 
Greneral  Noy,  on  the  pretext  that  one  of  the  subordinate 
officers  had  not  signed  the  agreement  of  1624,  had  given  his 
opinion  that  the  arrangement  was  invalid.  The  merchants 
continued  their  protests  until  April,  1()34,  when  the  Trea- 
surer sent  down  a  testy  letter,  requesting  them  to  end  the 
dispute  by  immediate  submission,  and  to  give  him  no  further 
trouble.  Two  months  later,  however,  for  some  mysterious 
reason,  he  thought  proper  to  change  his  mind,  revoked  his 
warrant  to  the  officers,  and  ordered  them  to  repay  the 
money  the^y  had  extorted  in  excess  of  their  just  fees, 
"Whilst  this  dispute  was  pending,  the  Corporation  gave  an 
order  for  the  Lord  Treasurer's  portrait,  which  cost  £2  15.9, 
The  picture,  on  arrival,  did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  a 
second  commission  was  despatched,  the  artist  being  further 
directed- to  paint  pictures  of  the  King  and  of  "Lord  Cecil." 
Only  £6  10s.  was  paid  for  the  three  portraits  to  "  Flechier 
the  Dutchman,"  and  the  fee  included  some  "  trimming  "  of 
other  pictures  in  the  Council  House,  The  Chamberlain,  a 
week  or  two  later,  disbursed  £4  Ls*.  7d.  "for  a  pie  with  two 
salmons  baked  in  it,  and  for  four  lamprey  pies,  presented 
and  sent  to  London  to  a  friend,  and, for  gilding  triem," 

A  royal  proclamation  received  in  the  city  in  February, 
1633,  fixed  the  prices  at  which  wines  were  to  be  sold  by 
retail  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  cost  of  Canary  and 
Muscadel  was  not  to  exceed  12(1.  per  quart,  of  sack  and 
Malaga,  9d.,  of  best  French,  Gd.,  and  of  E-ochelle  and  in- 
ferior sorts,  3f7.  A  Privy  Council  order  on  the  same 
subject,  dated  December,  1638,  shows  that  ]3rices  had  risen 
2d.  per  quart. 

The  demolition  of  Morgan's  pothouse  at  Pill  (see  p.  113) 
did  not  reduce  that  worthy  to  submission.  He  proved,  in 
fact,  as  refractory  as  before,  and  the  Somerset  justices  were 
called  upon  in  1631  to  suppress  his  "  sconce  "  of  alehouses. 
In  1633  a  "  writ   of  rebellion"  was  issued  against  some  of 
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his  tenants,  wlio  were  as  intractable  as  tlieir  landlord,  and, 
tliey  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  withont  any  apparent 
result.  In  :1G34  Morgan  was  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  for  exacting  "  duties,"  resisting  the  erection  of 
mooring  posts,  and  encouraging  unlicensed  alehouses, 
whereby  the  King's  Customs  were  evaded  and  the  goods  of 
merchants  embezzled.  It  was  proved  by  witnesses  that 
he  had  built  another  house  so  close  to  the  river  that  the 
men  engaged  in  towing  ships  had  to  struggle  through  the 
deep  mud  along  the  shore.  After  a  litigation  extending 
over  two  years,  the  Court  gave  judgment  against  him, 
pronouncing  his  conduct  insufferable,  fining  him  a  con- 
siderable sum,  and  ordering  that  one  house  only,  for  the 
use  of  the  ferry,  should  be  allowed  to  stand,  and  that  all 
the  rest  should  be  demolished  at  his  expense  ;  the  Corpor- 
ation being  further  empowered  to  erect  such  mooring 
posts  as  they  thought  fit.  The  Common  Council  went  to 
great  ex])ense  in  prosecuting  the  suit,  and  retained  four 
leading  barristers  at  the  final  hearing.  The  fees  appear 
small  to  modern  eyes.  The  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General 
received  £5  each,  the  Kecorder  of  London,  £4,  and  Mr. 
Lenthall  (afterwards  so  famous),  £3.  The  Solicitor-General 
and  the  Recorder  had,  however,  a  present  of  £20  worth  of 
wine  and  sugar.  Fifty  pounds  were  paid  for  the  decree 
"  and  for  a  present  to  the  Lords,"  and  a  hogshead  of  wine 
with  sugar  loaves  went  to  Sir  Robert  Eaton.  Whether 
the  two  hogsheads  of  wine  presented  about  the  same  time 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  had  any  connection  with  the 
affair  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Morgan  having  character- 
istically refused  to  obey  the  decree,  more  money  was  spent 
in  obtaining  a  warrant  for  his  arrest.  It  will  be  seen 
under  1G37  tliat  even  imprisonment  failed  to  reduce  him  to 
obedience. 

Bishop  "Wright,  with  whom  the  Common  Council  had 
always  maintained  cordial  relations,  was  translated  to 
Lichfield  in  1G33.  The  Corporation  soon  afterwards  sent 
him  a  handsome  piece  of  plate  "  as  a  testimony  of  love  and 
affection."  His  successor  in  Bristol  was  Dr.  George  Coke, 
who  owed  his  preferment  to  his  brother.  Sir  John  Coke, 
Secretary  of  State.  The  new  prelate's  letter  to  his  relative, 
giving  an  account  of  his  arrival  and  "  good  welcome  "  in 
the  city,  is  interesting  for  the  proof  it  affords  of  the  attach- 
ment to  the  Church  that  then  prevailed.  His  first  sermon, 
he  wrote,  was  preached  to  the  greatest  concourse  he  ever 
■.saw.       The   Maj^or,    aldermen   and   sheriffs   were  present, 
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together  with  all  the  city  clergy,  so  that  not  one  sermon 
was  preached  in  any  of  the  other  chnrches.  The  citizens, 
he  added,  were  loving  and  friendly,  the  Mayor  had  invited 
himself  and  family  to  a  royal  feast ;  another  was  to  be 
given  by  Sheriff  Fitzherbert ;  and  Alderman  Barker,  a 
wise  and  able  man,  had  sent  him  a  present,  as  had  some 
others.  Invitations  were  not  expected  from  himself,  "  all 
they  reqnire  is  loving  acquaintance."  The  Bishop's  account 
of  his  reception  is  confirmed  by  the  civic  accounts,  which 
record  the  presentation  to  him,  in  the  following  December,, 
of  "  three  silver  bowls  and  a  salt."  His  lordship's  weak 
constitution  obliged  him  to  have  recourse  to  the  local 
medical  practitioners,  of  whom  he  wrote  with  some 
bitterness  in  1(335 : — "  Such  leeches  are  the  physicians 
here  that  they  will  not  leave  hold  as  long  as  any  l)lood 
remains." 

At  a  meeting  on  April  9th,  the  Council  apjDointed  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  repairing  and  beautifying  of 
the  High  Cross,  but  directed  that  the  outlay  should  not 
exceed  £100,  and  that  no  alteration  should  be  made  in  the 
form  of  the  structure.  The  committee,  however,  thought 
proper  to  ignore  those  restrictions.  Considering  the  graceful 
production  of  the  fourteenth  century  not  sutficientl}''  pre- 
tentious, they  gave  orders  that  it  should  be  considerably 
increased  in  height,  in  order  to  afford  space  for  the  insertion 
of  statues  of  four  additional  monarchs — the  reigning 
sovereign,  James  I.,  Elizabeth,  and  Henry  VI.  The  debased 
Gothic  work  was  executed  by  men  engaged  by  the  com- 
mittee, tlie  nuistor  ma^^on  being  ]mid  'Jv.  and  each  of  his 
live  or  six  subonliuates  b<?.  per  day.  The  stone  was  brought 
from  Haselbury,  and  one  great  block  for  the  suu  mit  cost 
7.?.  9(Z.,  besides  305.  for  carriage.  The  total  expenditure 
almost  exactly  doubled  the  amount  prescribed  by  the  Council, 
no  less  than  £42  being  expended  in  London  in  the  purchase 
of  the  gold  leaf  and  colours  used  in  "  decorating "  the 
masonry. 

In  accordance  with  a  commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  a 
subscription  was  made  in  the  Council  Chamber  in  June,  to 
promote  the  reparation  of  "the  Church  Panics,"  otherwise 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  then  in  a  ruinous  condition.  The 
Mayor  and  aldermen  contributed  205.  each  ;  the  councillors, 
on  an  average,  10s. 

An  old  and  inefficient  crane  on  the  Back,  the  only  one 
existing  in  the  city,  was  removed  this  year,  and  replaced  by 
a  more  powerful  one,  at  a  cost  of  about  £1(.KJ.     The  instru- 
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ment  was  let  on  lease,  in  August,  to  a  man  named  Partridge, 
at  a  rental  of  £8,  which  indicates  the  slender  requirements 
of  the  commerce  of  the  period.  In  the  five  years  ending 
1647  the  Crane  Master  Avas  unable  to  pay  any  rent  at  all. 
Business  afterwards  revived,  and  a  fresh  lease  was  granted 
to  him  at  the  same  rental,  on  his  undertaking  to  pay  up  the 
arrears,  and  £10  additional. 

An  order  was  given  by  the  Council  in  September  that 
two  stately  robes  of  scarlet  and  fur  should  be  provided  for 
the  Mayor  and  the  Mayor-elect,  to  be  worn  yearly  at  the 
great  corporate  ceremon}^  on  Michaelmas  Day.     The  sum 
of  £25  14:s.  was  paid  for  one  robe,  and  £14  JFor  the  other. 
The^  incident  possibly  inspired  a  wealthy  citizen,  George 
"White,  brother  of  the  benevolent  Dr.  AVhite,  with  a  desire 
to  confer  a  further  decoration  on  the  chief  magistrate,  for 
by  his  will,  dated  in  1634,  he  directed  his  executors  to  lay 
out  £150  in  the  purchase  of  "  one  cheyne  of  gold,"  to  be 
worn  by  the  Mayor  on  "  scarlet  days."    Somewhat  strangely, 
the    Council   looked   on   the  bequest  with  disfavour,    for, 
though  it  was  at  first  accepted  by  a  narrow  majority,  the 
motion    was    shortly    afterwards    rescinded,    and    it    was 
resolved  that  "inlieu  thereof  £100  for  the  poor  was  more 
requisite."     The  implied  rebuke  was  the  more  ungracious 
inasmuch   as    the   testator   had    bequeathed   £400   to    the 
Corporation  for  charitable  purposes.      Several  audit  books 
of  this  period  having  been   lost,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
the  executors  did  or  did  not  adopt  the  Council's  suggestion, 
but  from  the  directions  of  the  will  they  jjrobably  complied. 
(Another  of  this  gentleman's  gifts   was   the  brazen  pillar 
bearing   his    name,    now  standing    before   the  Exchange.) 
AVhite's  testament  gives  evidence  as  to  the  ostentation  that 
commonly  marked  the  interment    of  wealthy  Bristolians. 
A  sum  of  £150 — equivalent  to  £600  in  our  day — was  left 
for  funeral  expenses,  and  £6  more  were  bequeathed  to  "  the 
Society  of  Military  Men  "  of  the  city  for  a  funeral  dinner, 
a  custom  not  uncommon  amongst  the  members.     Few  men 
attempted  to  withstand  the  custom  of    the  age.     Robert 
Redwood,    the  founder  of    the  City  Library,  who  died   in 
1630,  ordered  that  not  more  than  £10  should  be  expended 
in  funeral  expenses  and  proving  his  will,  but   he  directed 
that   forty   poor   men,    for   their  attendance,  should    have 
gowns,  hats  and  shoes  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  £39  ;  and  by 
a  codicil  made  a  week  later,   finding  his  wealth  greater 
than  he  had  imagined,  he  allotted  £100  more  for  the  outlay 
on  his  burial. 
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On  May  31st,  163J:,  William  Laud,  Arclibisliop  of  Canter- 
bury— Carlyle's  "  lean  little  Tadpole  of  a  man,  with  a  face 
betokening  hot  blood  " — held  a  visitation  of  the  diocese  of 
Bristol  in  the  cathedral.    His  presence  in  the  city  is  unmen- 
tioned  in  the  civic  records  ;  the  chroniclers  are  eqnally  silent 
on  the  subject,  and  the  account  of  the  local  churches  that 
would,  of  course,  be  presented  to  him  seems  to  have  perished. 
The  State  Papers  of  the  year,  however,  include  two  volumi- 
nous documents  in  reference  to  the  cathedral  and  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  capitular  body.     The  replies  which  the  Chapter 
made  in  writing  to  twenty  interrogations  submitted  to  them 
were  characterized,  not  unjustly,  as  ''dark  answers,"  and  on 
more  explicit  statements  being  demanded  many  discreditable 
truths  came  to  light.    As  the  Dean  and  prebendaries  all  held 
other  benefices — one  prebendary  had  three  parochial  livings, 
and  three  of  his  colleagues  two  each— the  permanent  resi- 
dence at  the  cathedral  stipulated  by  the  statutes  was_  not 
observed,  four  weeks  in  the  year  being  deemed  sufficient. 
To   increase   the   income   divisable   amongst   the   Chapter, 
miserable  stipends  were  allotted  to  the  other  members  of  the 
staff,  and  several  offices  were  suppressed.     The  minor  canons 
were  allowed  to  take  other  cures,  and  were  therefore  gener- 
ally absentees.     The  salary  of  the  gospeller  was  given  to  the 
organist  and  singing  men  to  improve  their  paltry  pay.     A 
chorister  also  acted  as  epistoler,  and  most  of  his  brethren 
were  organists  or  parish  clerks  of  churches  in  the  city  ;_  so 
that  the  Litany  Avas  scarcely  ever  sung  at  Sunday  morning 
services.     The  almsmen  were  non-resident,  but  allowed  the 
sexton  something  for  performing  their  duty  (sweeping  the 
church,  boll-ringing,  etc.)     For  the  sake  of  tlie  patronage,  the 
offices  of  caterer,  cook,  and  butler  were  maintained,  though 
the  common  table  had  been  long  abolished.     The  school- 
master, besides  being  needed  elsewhere  as  Bishop's  chaplain, 
was  so  aged  that  the  singing  boys  were  neither  instructed 
nor  governed.     The  office   of   usher  had    been  suppressed. 
The  dwellings  provided  for  the  prebendaries  were  mostly  let 
to  laymen.    The  library  was  converted  into  a  private  house. 
The  common  hall  for  the  quire  was  leased  to  a  stranger,  as 
were  several  others  in  the  precincts.     The  school-house  in 
the  Green  was  fitted  up  and  used  as  a  tennis-court.     The 
cathedral  was  used   as  a  common  passage  to  the  Bishop's 
palace  and  the  houses  in  the  cloisters.     College  Green  was 
in  a  scandalous  condition,  being  ploughed  up  by  the  sledges 
carrying  clothes  to  dry  on  Brandon  Hill,  whilst  the  Corpora- 
tion had  erected  a  whipping-post  in  the  centre  for  castigating 
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offenders,  and  a  rout  of  disorderly  people  played  stop-ball 
and  other  games  from  morning  to  night,  on  Sundays  as  well 
as  on  week-days.  The  Chapter's  confessions  incidentally 
refer  to  the  visits  of  the  Corporation  to  the  cathedral.  It 
had  long  been  the  practice,  they  said,  if  the  Mayor  arrived 
before  the  end  of  morning  prayer,  to  abruptly  close  the  ser- 
vice, and  proceed  with  the  sermon.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
prayers  had  concluded  before  his  worship  made  his  appear- 
ance, the  custom  was  to  wait  in  silence  until  the  advent  of 
the  civic  party  gave  the  signal  for  the  preacher  to  mount 
the  pulpit.  In  February,  1638,  the  Archbishop  sent  down 
peremptory  orders  for  the  reform  of  some  of  the  capitular 
abuses,  and  the  Chapter,  after  a  pertinacious  resistance  for 
nearly  two  years,  consented  that  £20  should  be  set  apart 
yearly  for  repairing  the  cathedral,  that  £20  should  be 
devoted  to  increase  the  stipends  of  the  choristers,  and 
that  the  sinecure  offices  of  caterer,  etc.,  should  be  abol- 
ished. 

The  Court  of  Star  Chamber  publislied  a  decree  in  June, 
1634,  concerning  "  the  abuse  of  farthings,"  as  well  by  per- 
sons counterfeiting-the  coin  as  by  otliers  who  bought  large 
quantities  at  cheap  rates,  and  made  profit  by  forcing 
labourers  to  accept  them  as  wages.  The  latter  practice  was 
sternly  forbidden,  and  it  was  ordered  that  no  person  should 
pay  above  two  pence  in  farthings  in  any  one  payment. 
There  is  some  reason  to  suspect  that  the  Corporation  had 
been  profiting  by  the  artifice  thus  prohibited.  In  April, 
163(i,  the  Chamberlain  was  ordered  to  deliver  £10  in  silver 
to  Thomas  Griffith,  goldsmith,  "which  he  is  desired  to 
exchange  with  poor  people  for  farthings,  not  exceeding  four 
pence  to  any,  anil  to  do  it  as  of  himself,  in  so  discreet  a  way 
as  ho  can,  for  pacifying  the  clamour  of  the  poor." 

Allusion  was  made  in  page  120  to  the  destruction  wrought 
in  the  Forest  of  Dean  by  the  rapacious  patentee  to  whom 
the  King  had  granted  the  woods.  The  havoc  at  length  be- 
came of  grave  concern  to  local  merchants  and  shipowners, 
who,  in  July,  1(j34,  made  a  vigorous  remonstrance  to  Lord 
Holland,  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre.  Documents  of  this  kind 
generally  presented  facts  in  highly  exaggerated  colours  ;  but 
there  must  have  been  a  solid  substratum  of  truth  underlying 
the  complaint,  which  was  drawn  up  l)y  the  Attorney- 
General.  It  was  asserted  that  one-half  of  the  goodly  forest 
had  been  destroyed  within  about  twenty  years,  which  had 
caused  the  price  of  timber  to  advance  from  16,9.  to  25^.  pei' 
ton,  and  rendered  shipbuilding  impracticable.     Before  wood 
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became  scarce,  ships  of  from   100  to  IW  tons  were  yearly 
laimclied  at  Bristol,  whereas  during  the  previous  nine  yea/s 
only  one  ship  of  lUO  tons  had   been  built,  and  shipwrio-ht-^ 
were  unemployed.     Merchants  were  thus  constrained  to  buy 
IJutch-built  ships  ;  but  such  vessels  were  liable  to  confisca- 
tion li  they  entered  Spanish  ports,  and  as  the  commerce  of 
Bristol  was  chiefiy  with  Spain,  the  merchants  were  unable 
to  trade,  and  the  King's  Customs  had  diminished.     If  the 
iron   furnaces    m    the  Forest   continued    to   work    all   the 
remaining  timber  there  would  be  consumed  in  fifteen  years 
Consequently  iron,  which  had  risen  to  £17  per  ton  durino- 
the   late   conflict   with  Spain,   would  bo  unprocurable  for 
money  m  the  event  of  a  future  war.    The  remedies  proposed 
by  the  petitioners— the  re-planting  of  the  woods  and  the 
preservation  of  what  remained— were  urged  by  Alderman 
Barker  and  others  at  a  "  great  seat  of  justice  "  lield  by  Lord 
Holland  at  Gloucester,  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  result 
,,  A  -D^  1    Britisdi  Museum  is  a  lengthy  manuscript  entitled, 
;  A  Kelation  of  a  late  Survey  into  twenty-six  counties 
in  nine  weeks  .  .  .  August,   1634.     By  "a  captain,  a  lieu- 
tenant and  an  ancient  [.-nsign]  of  the  Military  Company  in 
Norwich.        Ihese  worthy  gentlemen,  whoso  taste  for  travel 
was_ as  remarkable  m  tlieir  time  as  their  antiquarian  pro- 
clivities, arrived  at  the  "  Gillards  "  inn,  High  Street,  Bristol 
at  the  end  of  the  fifth  week  of  their  tour,  and  record  that 
they  were  received  by  the  landlord,  ^'Mr.  Hobson,  a  grave 
proper,  honest,  and  discreet  host,  lately  a  bounteous,  gentle' 
free,  and  liberal  Mayor  of  that  sweet  and  rich  city  "     Tho! 
visitors  were  ])leased  with  the  central  streets,  and  much  ad- 
innvdtho  Marsh, ''a  very  pleasant  and   delightful  place," 
witli  its  tree-shelteivd  walk«  and  bowling  green  for  wealthy 
and  gentle  citizens.     Besides  the  cathedral,  which  is  oddly 
described  as/' newly  finished,"  the  visitors  found  eighteen 
churches,  fairly  beautified,  and  "  in  the  major  part  of  them 
neat,  rich,  and   melodious  organs.     Their  pulpits  are  most 
curious,    all   which   the   citizens    have    spared    no   cost    to 
beautify  .for   they  daily  strive  in  every  parish  who 
shall  exceed  other  m  tlieir  generous  and  religious  bounty 
most  to  deck  and  enrich."      Some  remarks  follow  on  the 
general  pleasantness  of  the  city,  the  riches  and  numbers  of 
her  merchants  and  the  excellent  government  of  her  Cor]x»ra- 
tion.      "  To  grace  and   add  to  her  beauty,  she  maintains 
tliree  loot  companies,  besides  a  voluntary  company  of  gentle 
proper,    martial,    disciplined    men,    who   have    their    arms 
lodged  m  a  handsome  Artillery  House,  newly  built  up  in  the 
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Castle  yard,  where  once  a  year  they  unite  and  entertain 
both  Earls  and  Lords,  and  a  great  many  knights  and  gentry 
of  rank  and  quality  at  their  military  feast."  The  Castle  is 
incidentally  mentioned  as  "  almost  quite  demolished."  The 
visitors  finally  proceeded  to  inspect  "  a  strange  hot  well, 
which  comes  gushing  out  of  a  mighty  stony  Rock.  ,  .  .  To 
it  we  descended  by  .  .  .  near  2lX3  slippery  steps ;  Avhicli 
place,  when  the  tide  is  gone,  never  wants  good  store  of 
company  to  wash  in  this  well,  and  to  drink  of  that  warm 
and  medicinable  water."  Having  marvelled  at  the  copious 
cold  spring  that  fell  from  the  rocks  opposite  to  the  hot  well, 
they  reclimbed  the  steps  to  betake  themselves  to  delving  for 
the  "  glittering  bastard  diamond  stones "  which  the  hill 
plentifully  afforded.  They  then  returned  to  their  inn, 
tasting  on  their  way  "a  clear  spring  kept  to  refresli  travel- 
lers" (at  Jacob's  Wells).  "  A^d  so,  with  a  cup  of  Bristow 
milk,  we  parted  with  our  honest  and  grave  host,  and  liade 
tliis  sweet  city  adieu."  In  their  journey  to  AVells  they  were 
convoyed  for  some  miles  "over  huge  stones  and  dangerous 
lead-mines  "  by  a  troop  of  the  "  gentle  artiller}''  citizens  " 
with  whom  they  had  fraternized  during  their  visit. 

During  the,  summer  of  this  year  the  merchants  of  the 
city  experienced  almost  incessant  ^persecution  from  royal 
mercenaries  of  various  kinds.  The  chroniclers  maintain 
their  usual  silence  on  events  of  this  character,  but  the  State 
Papers  give  a  trustworthy,  though  imperfect,  picture  of  the 
situation.  On  August  1st  Alderman.  Barker,  who  had 
become  acquainted  Avhilst  in  the  House  of  Commons  with 
Secretary  Nicholas,  addressed  an  emphatic  reinonstrance  to 
that  minister  on  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow-merchants. 
During  thci  previous  live  years,  he  asserted,  repeated  and 
wholly  unfounded  informations  had  been  laid  against  them 
iu  the  Star  Chamber;  unwonted  and  vexatious  commissions 
liad  been  issued  to  pry  into  their  affairs  ;  Customs  officials 
had  harassed  them  with  false  charges,  and  they  had  been 
forced  to  endure  the  insolence  of  royal  messengers  and 
common  informers,  acting  as  was  pretended  in  the  King's 
service,  though  the  consequences  had  been  altogether  con- 
trary. Going  into  details,  Mr.  Barker  especially  complained 
of  the  manner  in  which,  after  merchants  had  paid  for  royal 
licenses  overriding  the  statute  law,  and  discharged  the 
duties  fixed  by  those  instruments,  the  Customs  officers  had 
conspired  with  informers  to  bring  false  charges  of  fraud, 
and  instigated  the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute  uj3on 
them,  in  which  suits,   though   nothing  had  been  proved, 
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lieavy  fees  liad  been  extorted  from  innocent  persons. 
Twenty  merchants  liad  in  this  way  been  dragged  into  the 
Star  Chamber,  and  though  in  some  cases  no  definite  charge 
liad  ever  been  made  against  them.,  none  could  obtain  their 
discharge  without  paying  largely.  Commissions,  again, 
had  been  sent  down  to  examine  sailors,  clerks,  and  others, 
and  attempts  had  been  made  to  suborn  and  intimidate  those 
men  to  bring  false  accusations  against  their  employers.  A 
commission  of  this  kind  was  then  sitting,  and  efforts  were 
being  made  to  convict  the  merchants  of  having  fraudulently 
made  short  entries  at  the  Custom  Plouse,  though  all  duties 
had  been  honestly  paid.  In  fine,  more  than  £1,(MJ0  had 
been  wrung  out  of  innocent  men  within  five  years,  to  say 
notliing  of  the  slur  cast  upon  their  roiuitations.  As  the 
writer  had  been  iu formed  that  the  Secretary  disapproved  of 
these  proceedings,  his  advice  ^vas  prayed  for  in  the  matter, 
and_  oifers  were  made  of  further  information.  Nicholas 
replied  a  few  days  later,  expressing  regret,  and  asserting 
that  the  Lord  Treasurer  would  redress  the  grievances  if 
they  were  proi)erly  represented  by  so  good  a  man  as  Barker. 
Portlaiu],  however,  was  too  subservient  a  tool  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  the  oppression  continued  unabated. 

On  September  Kith,  the  Court  of  Aldermen  appointed  a 
committee  to  take  the  first  ste])  for  opening  the  Eed  Maids 
Hospital  founded  by  John  AVhitson,  by  selecting  a  meet 
woman    to    take    the    charge  of  twelve  young  girls.     The 
Chamberlain's  first  disbursement  for  the  institution  denotes 
his  appreciation  of  feminine  proclivities — he  paid  one  shil- 
ling ''  for  a  looking-glass  for  the  chiklren."     By  the  end  of 
the  year  ]w  had  given  Good  wife  Green,  the  matron,  £4  4fi. 
for   t lie  diet  of    the   maids  until  Christmas,  and  expended 
various  sums  for  clothing,  furniture,  and  utensds,  including 
six  beds,  a  frying-pan,  and  wooden  platters,  the  establish- 
ment being  completely  equipped  for  the   modest   sum   of 
£33  13*.  Sd.     The  litigation  in  Chancery  over  "Whitson's 
will  had  just  terminated,  and  the  Corporation,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Lord  Keeper,  bestowed  £(!(;  13*-.  4d.  on  Wil- 
liam   Willett,   one  of   the  testator's  disinherited  nephews, 
"for   his   preferment."      The  3^early   sum   allotted  to  the 
schoolmistress   for   boarding    and    teaching   the   girls   was 
originally  fixed  at  Ws.  a  head,  a  fraction  less  than  one  shil- 
ling per  week  ;  but  in  103(j  the  stipend  was  raised  to  (iO.v. 
The  children  were  indentured  to  the  mistress  for  seven  years, 
and  the  latter  made  such  profit  as  she  could  out  of   the 
labours    of  her  pupils,    whose   education   was   confined   to 
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reading,    and    who   were    almost   constantly    employed   on 
needlework. 

Reference  must  now  be  made  to  a  Government  requisition 
that  aroused  great  excitement  at  the  time,  and  is  still 
historically  famous,  A  writ  demanding  ship  money  was 
issued  on  October  20th,  and  commanded  the  levying  of 
£104,252  on  the  seaports  and  maritime  counties.  On 
November  (Jth  the  King  addressed  a  special  mandate  to  the 
Corporations  of  Bristol,  Grloucester,  Bridgwater,  and  Mine- 
head,  and  to  the  Sheriffs  of  Gloucestershire  and  Somerset, 
requiring  them  to  set  forth  a  ship  of  SiX)  tons,  with  2<)0  men, 
fully  equipped  for  half  a  year's  service.  The  demand  was 
afterwards  commuted  into  a  money  jDayment  of  £(),r)00. 
The  pretext  put  forward  for  the  impost  was  the  need  of  a 
fleet  in  view  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  France  and  Holland ; 
but  this  statement  was  received  with  incredulit}--,.  and 
strong  suspicions  arose  that  the  King  was  simply  taking 
measures  to  render  himself  permanently  independent  of 
Parliamentary'-  control.  After  many  vain  supplications 
made  to  the  Court  by  the  Corporation,  in  the  course  of 
which  bribes  were  profusely  distributed  amongst  officials, 
and  an  enormous  quantity  of  wine  was  "bestowed  on  noble 
personages"  without  securing  alU'viation,  the  Privy  Council, 
on  December  3rd,  forwarded  a  wrathful  letter  to  the  Mayor, 
stating  that,  as  the  local  authorities  had  failed  in  their  duty, 
the  assessment  of  the  city  had  been  confided  to  the  county 
sheriffs,  and  demanding  immediate  submission  to  their 
proceedings.  The  sheriffs,  who  had  similar  instructions  as 
to  Bridgwater  and  Gloucester,  tlien  took  action,  and,  as  was 
not  unnatural  in  county  gontlenuMi.  they  threw  nearly  thi^ 
\vhoh>  charge  on  the  wealthy  Bristolians  to  alleviate  their 
own  friends.  The  Corporation  at  once  luade  a  piteous  pro- 
test to  the  Government,  and  the  Privy  Council,  admitting 
the  justice  of  the  complaint,  turned  in  a  rage  upon  the 
sheriffs,  accusing  them  of  partiality,  annulled  their  assess- 
ment, and  ordered  that  Bristol  should  not  pa}''  more  than 
one-third  of  the  sum  imposed — namely,  £2,f6(;  13s.  4(1. 
That  amount  was  then  contributed,  the  sum  assessed  on  the 
city  being  paid  in  full  before  March  14th,  1G35.  (The  im- 
post levied  on  Liverpool  was  £15.)  Elated  with  the  success 
of  its  manQ3iTvre,  the  Government  then,  Avithout  any 
deflnite  foreign  policy,  issued  a  second  writ  in  the  following- 
August,  by  which  ship-money  was  converted  into  a  general 
tax  imposed  upon  the  entire  kingdom.  The  amount  de- 
manded from  Bristol  was  £2,00C),  but  after  many  prayers. 
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for  relief,  accompanied  by  gratuities  and  tips  as  before,  the 
burden    was    reduced   to  £1,200.     This  sum,  added  to  the 
previous  year's  exaction,  was  represented  by  the  Corporation 
as  equal  to  the  levy  of  eighteen  subsidies — a  wholly  un- 
precedented charge,  and  far  exceeding  the  burden  laid  on 
other  counties  and  boroughs.     The  money  having  been,  by 
some  means,  wrung  from  the  inhabitants,  the  Privy  Council 
sent  down  a  third  warrant  in  October,  l<)o(5,  requiring  the 
city  to  furnish  a  ship  of  100  tons.     This  demand  was  ^con- 
verted into  a  money  payment  of  £1,000,— commuted  to  £SGl), 
—most  of  which  was  collected  within  a  twelvemonth.     A 
fourth  writ,  demanding   a   sliip  of  80  tons,  or  £800,  was 
received  in  1()37  ;  but  the  taxpayers,  who,  as  will  be  shown, 
were    groaning  under    other   oppressions,    were   well-nigh 
exhausted.     The  collection  being  delayed,  the  King's  minis- 
ters, in  May,  1(^38,  sent  an  angry  letter  to  the  Mayor,  com- 
plaining of  his  negligence,  charging  him  with  disaffection, 
and  summoning  him  before  tlie  Privy  Council  to  answer  for 
his   contempt   of   tlie    King's   wilh     In    great   alarm,    the 
Corporation  deputed  the  Town  Clerk  and  others  to  appease 
their  lordships,  and  as  £400  were  at  once  paid  in  and  the 
remainder  was  being  collected,  the  Mayor  was  discharged. 
The  Government,  however,  found  it  prudent  to  mitigate  its 
next  demand,  the  fifth  writ,  of  November,  1(J3S,  requiring 
the  immediate  levy  of  only  £2r)(),  of  which  four-fifths  had 
been    paid    in   Juiie,   1(53'.).     The   sixth   and   last   of  these 
arbitrary  exactions  was  called  for  in  November,  1031>,  when 
£81 K)  were  required;  but  this  sum  was  subsequently  abated 
to  £<:i-t(»,   provided  prompt  payment   Avere    made,    the  full 
charge  being  insisted  on  in  the  event  of  delay.     In  July, 
ICllCshortly  before  the  elections  for  the  Long  Parliament, 
the  Corporation  informed  the   Government  that  they  had 
remitted  all  they  could  collect  (amount  not  stated),  and  that 
more  could  be  extracted  only  by  distraints;  they  had  already 
levied  some  distresses,  but  no  one  woukl  buy  the  goods ;  and 
£700  had  just  been  levied  on  the  citizens  for  the  mainten- 
ance and  clothing  of  soldiers.     One  of  the  most  remarkable 
facts  in  connection  with  the  subject  is  the  absence  of  local 
information   as    to   the   feeling   of  the  inhabitants  during 
these  arbitrary  proceedings.    AVith  the  exce])tion  of  a  laconic 
reference  to  the  first  writ  in  two  or  three  of  the  chronicles, 
the  whole  story  of  the  impost  is  ignored  by  local  historians; 
the  civic  audit  books  for  the  three  years  ending  IMichaelmas, 
1(;H9,  have  mysteriously  vanished;  and  though  the  mercan- 
tile body  must  have  been  amongst  the  chief  victims,  the 
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records  of  the  Merchants'  Society  are  stated  to  be  destitute 
of  the  faintest  alhision  to  the  matter.  Nearly  all  the  above. 
information  has  been  extracted  from  the  State  Papers.  So 
far  as  can  be  made  out,  the  Cor]3oration  contributed  about 
one-sixth  of  each  imposition,  and  the  rest  was  levied  by 
assessment  on  the  householders. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  whilst  the  Government  was 
enforcing  the  above  system  of  extortion  it  Avould  have 
forborne  from  illegally  pillaging  local  merchants  in  other 
ways.  Nevertheless,  in  December,  1(334,  only  a  month 
after  the  issue  of  the  ship-money  warrant,  a  writ  was 
addressed  by  the  King  under  the  Privy  Seal  to  the  officers 
of  his  household,  setting  forth  his  ''  ancient  right  of  purve}'- 
ance,"  and  commanding  them  to  lev}''  an  extra  duty  ui^du 
wines  landed  at  Bristol  in  lieu  of  that  privilege,  tlie  proceeds 
being  needed,  it  was  alleged,  because  the  royal  expenditure^ 
was  likel}''  "  to  increase  by  Grod's  grace  by  reason  of  our 
children,"  then  infants.  The  composition  was  fixed  at  ten 
shillings  per  tun  ;  and  if  any  one  refused  to  ])ay,  1(1  per 
cent,  of  his  wines  were  to  be  seized,  for  which  he  was  to 
receive  a  small  proportion  of  the  value.  It  will  be  observed 
that  this  edict  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  solemn  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  1609  (see  p.  3Gj.  The 
Corporation  urgently  pleaded  the  facts  bearing  on  the  case, 
affirming  that  the  burden  would  raise  the  net  price  of 
Bristol  wines  30^'.  per  tun  in  excess  of  those  of  London,  to 
the  obvious  ruin  of  local  trade.  All  remonstrances  were 
ineffectual,  and  the  impost  was  collected  for  some  years. 

The  Privy  Council  at  this  period  Avere  seized  with  a 
desire  to  usurp  the  functions  of  tlu;  ordinary  courts  of 
justice.  In  November,  .KwM,  ]\la(tlie\v'  AV^arren,  who  had 
just  served  the  office  of  ]\rayor  of  Bristol,  was  arrested  on  a 
warrant  and  haled  up  to  Court,  to  answer  the  mere  assertion 
of  a  man  named  Hellj^,  who  alleged  that  the  Mayor  had 
caused  him  to  be  imprisoned  on  an  unfounded  charge  of 
selling  tobacco  at  the  fair.  Their  lordships  then  found  that 
Helly's  story  could  not  be  substantiated,  and  Mr.  Warren 
Avas  "  respited  from  attendance  till  the  case  be  further 
considered,"  which,  of  course,  was  never  done.  A  week 
later,  Robert  Sheward,  vintner,  was  dragged  up  in  the  same 
manner,  on  the  information  of  the  Innholders'  Company  of 
Bristol,  who  alleged  that  Sheward  had  dressed  and  sold 
victuals  in  his  tavern  to  several  persons  "  contnuy  to  the 
decree  of  the  Star  Chamber."  The  culprit's  defence  Iuia'- 
iug  been  heard,  their  lordships    ordered  that   his  prosecu- 
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tioii  should  be  stopped  on  his  promising  not  to  offend 
again. 

Extreme  distress  amongst  the  poor  having  become  again 
prevalent  in  the  early  months  of  1035,  the  Council  took 
unusually  extensive  measures  for  its  relief.  A  large  ware- 
house was  engaged  for  storing  bread,  butter,  cheese,  oatmeal, 
and  roots,  which  were  purchased  wholesale  to  the  value  of 
£800,  and  resold  at  prices  barely  sufficient  to  recoup  the 
outlay.  It  Avas  anticipated  that  the  stock  would  be  "  re- 
turned "  (turned  over)  three  or  four  times  during  the  year, 
Ijut  the  accounts  do  not  enter  into  details.  One  of  the  main 
objects  of  the  scheme  was  to  prevent  the  alleged  exactions 
of  the  local  hucksters,  who  were  stigmatised  in  the  Council 
as  "  the  vermin  of  the  commonwealth."  Still  larger  pur- 
chases of  grain,  etc.,  were  made  in  1(537  and  1(j38,  when, 
owing  to  bad  harvests,  the  distress  was  greater  than  ever. 

The  Council,  in  April,  1G35,  elected  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
to  the  post  of  Lord  High  Steward,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl 
of  Portland,  who  died  in  the  previous  month.  The  new 
official  was  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  much  was  doubtless 
hoped  from  his  influence  at  Court  in  reference  to  the  demand 
for  ship-money.  That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  secure 
his  favour,  a  handsome  silver  basin  and  ewer  were  presented 
to  him  soon  afterwards,  and  a  "reward  "  (lumped  up  with  a 
number  of  gratuities)  was  bestowed  on  his  secretary.  His 
lordship  exercised  his  influence  in  lG3(j  by  recommending 
a  Mr.  Mann  to  the  vacant  post  of  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School,  and  his  nominee  was  at  once  elected. 

In  consequence  of  the  purchase  from  Sir  Charles  Gerard 
of  part  of  the  estate  of  the  former  Priory  of  St.  James,  the 
Corporation,  in  1(135,  for  the  first  time  enjoyed  the  prisage 
of  wine  entering  the  port  during  the  "Whits an  week.  Two 
barks  having  arrived,  the  Chamberlain  sold  the  wine  so 
obtained  for  £39  r2,s\ 

The  establishment  of  a  Government  "running  post"  from 
London  to  Bristol,  and  other  towns  was  ordered  on  Jul}'" 
31st.  No  messengers  were  thenceforth  to  run  to  and  from 
Bristol  except  those  appointed  by  Thomas  Withering,  but 
letters  were  allowed  to  be  sent  by  common  carriers,  or  by 
private  messengers  passing  between  friends.  The  postage 
was  fixed  at  two  peiice  for  under  80  miles,  and  at  four 
pence  for  under  14( )  miles.  In  October,  1(537,  John  Freeman 
was  appointed  "  thorough  jDOst "  at  Bristol,  and  ordered  to 
provide  horses  for  all  men  riding  post  on  the  King's  affairs. 
Letters  were  not  to  be  detained  more  than  half  a  quarter 
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of  an  hour,  and  the  carriers  Avere  to  run  seven  miles  an 
hour  in  summer,  and  five  in  winter — ideal  rates  of  speed, 
that  were  rarely  attained  even  a  hundred  years  later. 

Difficulties  were  encountered  at  this  time  in  inducing 
citizens  to  accept  vacant  seats  in  the  Common  Council.  An 
ordinance  was  passed  in  August,  1635,  by  which  it  was 
decreed  that  anj'-  burgess  elected  into  the  Corporation,  and 
refusing  to  serve,  should,  unless  he  could  swear  that  he  was 
not  worth  £1,50(.),  pay  such  fine  as  the  Chamber  thought 
fit  to  impose.  The  order  was  first  put  in  operation  in  1641, 
when  Michael  Meredith,  one  of  the  Customers  of  the  port, 
was  elected  a  Councillor.  Mr.  Meredith  at  first  "utterly 
refused"  to  accept  the  office,  insisting  that  Customs  officers 
were  exempted  from  sucli  service  by  statute;  but  eventually 
lie  pleaded  infirmity,  and  asked  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  a  fine.  He  was  thereupon  mulcted  in  £50,  and  dis- 
missed. 

The  transactions  of  certain  Bristol  merchants  in  the 
purchas(3  and  export  of  Welsh  butter  were  mentio^'xl 
under  1620  (see  p.  76).  There  is  some  evidence  that  the 
monopolists  had  not  been  content  to  limit  their  dealings  to 
the  large  quantity  specified  in  the  royal  patent ;  for  in 
February,  1636,  the  King  granted  a  commission  to  Dowell, 
the  notorious  Bristol  Customer,  and  others,  empowering 
them  to  compound  Avith  those  who  had  been  prosecuted  in 
the  Star  Chamber  for  transgressing  the  terms  of  the  license ; 
and  a  fine  of  £3rK)  was  subsequently  levied  before  they 
were  discharged  from  prison.  By  this  time  the  Welsh 
butter  patent  had  come  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Goring  and 
Sir  Henry  Hungute,  the  latter  of  wliom  had  transferred  his 
share  of  the  monopoly  to  several  Bristol  merchants  in 
consideration  of  a  rent  of  £700  a  year,  •  Otlier  Bristolians, 
however,  ventured  into  the  trade,  exporting  English  butter, 
and  the  patentees  alleged  that  some  officers  of  the  Customs 
had  connived  with  the  interlopers,  whose  offences  had  been 
"smothered."  In  the  spring  of  1639,  during  a  season  of 
great^learth,  the  King  prohibited  the  exportation  of  Welsh 
butter,  on  which  a  warm  dispute  arose  between  Hungate 
and  his  licensees,  the  former  demanding  payment  of  his 
rent  in  full,  whilst  the  merchants  protested  against  his 
claim,  alleging  that  only  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  fixed 
quantity  had  been  shipped  before  the  King's  interference, 
and  that  a  vast  stock  was  lying  on  hand  "ready  to  perish." 
The  result  does  not  appear. 

During  the  sjDring  of  1636,  four  sail  of  Turkish  corsairs 
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boldly  entered  into  the  Bristol  Channel,  causing  great 
consternation  in  the  city.  A  letter  amongst  the  State 
Papers  alleges  that  twenty  barks  speedily  fell  victims  to 
them,  whilst  Giles  Penn,  the  Bristol  mariner  already  re- 
ferred to,  adcb'essiug  Secretary  Nicholas  in  August,  asserted 
tliat  a  thousand  persons  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
bandits  within  the  previous  six  months.  If  there  had  been 
any  truth  in  the  Government's  allegation  that  ship-money 
was  imposed  to  defend  the  coast  from  outrage,  the  royal 
navy  should  have  been  capable  of  punishing  the  pirates ; 
but  the  efforts  made  by  the  Corporation  to  stir  the  Govern- 
ment into  action  were  wholly  ineffectual.  T]ie  local  mer- 
chants at  length  asked  permission  to  fit  out  three  ships  as 
privateers  to  deal  with  the  malefactors,  and  on  their  reijuest 
being  granted  Penn  appears  to  liave  been  engaged  to 
command  the  vessels.  He  afterwards  zealously  urged  that  a 
Government  expedition  should  be  sent  against  Sallee  under 
his  directions,  and  in  hopes  of  his  appointment  the  Corpo- 
ration ordered  that  £10  be  given  to  him,  to  free  English 
captives  at  Sallee  and  Algiers,  Bristolians,  if  any  there,  to, 
be  preferred.  He  was  set  aside,  however,  in  favour  of 
Captain  Rainsborough  (who  became  a  soldier  during  the 
Civil  AVar,  and  distinguished  himself  at  the  siege  of  Bristol 
in  1645),  and  that  officer,  in  1()37,  not  only  delivered  about 
800  English  captives  from  slavery,  but  relieved  the  Western 
coast  for  some  time  from  ])iratical  incursions..  Owing  to 
Penn's  knowledge  of  the  INloorish  tongue,  he  was  strongly 
recommended  by  English  merchants  to  the  attention  of  the 
Crown,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  the  King's  Consul 
at  Sallee.     His  name  does  not  occur  again  in  local  records. 

An  outbreak  of  Plaguc^i  occurred  in  Tjiuidini  during  the 
summor,  and  caused  great  alarm  throiighouC  the  country, 
'riio  nuitter  is  worth  mentioning  only  on  account  of  the 
incidental  information  Avhich  crops  up  as  to  the  great 
importance  of  the  Bristol  fairs.  The  Corporation  having 
given  notice  that  Londoners  and  their  goods  would  not  be 
admitted  into  the  city  whilst  the  pestilence  continued,  the 
excluded  traders  applied  for  relief  to  the  Privy  Council, 
which  had  fled  to  Oatlands.  Persons  resorted  to  St.  James's 
fair,  they  alleged,  from  most  of  the  counties  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  AVales;  many  drapers,  skinners,  leather  sellers, 
and  "  upholdsters  "  rode  to  the  city  to  bestow  many  thousand 
pounds ;  and  divers  chapmen  and  debtors  met  there  and 
nowhere  else ;  so  that  the  petitioners  would  be  grievous 
losers  if  they  were  shut  out.     The  disease  having  partially 
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abated  in  London,  tlie  Government  ord3red  that  traders 
from  tlience  who  could  produce  certificates  of  health  from 
the  Lord  Mayor  should  be  permitted  to  traffic  at  the  fair. 
Similar  orders  were  issued  in  January  and  July,  1037,  fur 
both  fairs,  the  Lord  Mayor  being  requested  to  be  verj'- 
careful  in  granting  certilicates.  The  anxiety  in  Bristol 
during  the  summer  of  the  latter  year  was  so  extreme  that 
the  Corporation  commanded  ever}^  able-bodied  citizen  to 
take  his  turn  in  watching  the  Gates,  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  suspected  strangers.  Nineteen  burgesses,  assisted  by 
four  Avatchmen  receiving  4d.  a  day,  were  to  be  on  dut}'-  in 
the  da3''time,  and  twenty-one  at  night,  who  were  to  rigor- 
ously guard  the  entrances  to  the  city  and  the  quays  at 
every  flood  tide.  By  this  arrangement  each  burgess's  turn 
was  estimated  "to  come  about  every  five  weeks";  so  that 
the  able-bodied  citizens  were  sup]:)Osed  to  number  about 
l,-f(X). 

An  order  was  issued  b}^  the  Common  Council  in  August 
respecting  the  tolling  of  church  bells  for  the  dead.  It  was 
decreed  that  a  ])assing  knell  should  not  exceed  t^^'o  hours  in 
length,  and  that  for  a  funeriil  more  than  four  hours,  and  the 
tolling  was  to  be  at  one  church  only.  The  Cornoration  had 
really  no  power  to  make  such  an  enactment,^'and  it  was 
probably  never  obeyed.  It  is  recorded  at  a  much  later  date 
that  at  the  death  of  one  wealthy  inhabitant  the  bells  of 
every  church  in  the  city  were  tolled  from  morning  till 
night. 

The  Corporation  purchased  during  the  autumn,  from 
"William  AVinter,  Esq.,  of  Clapton,  tlie  manor  of  Nortli 
Weston,  near  Portishead,  for  the  sum  of  A:1,4( >!».  The  North 
Weston  (^sta^(^  was  sold  in  IS.'U)  for  u[)\vards  of  £U),-1^H). 

A  new  method  of  harassing  the  Corporation  was  invented 
by  some  member  of  tlie  Government  in  1037.  By  a  charter 
granted  by  Ilenr}''  IV.,  subsequenth'-  confirmed  b}''  Edward 
IV.,  the  ]\Iayor  and  Commonalty,  wlio  had  been  grievousl}" 
annoyed  by  officers  of  the  Admiralty,  were  exempted  from 
thedr  interference,  and  empowered  to  establish  a  local  Ad- 
miralty Court  for  determining  disputes  arising  in  the  port. 
These  ro3^"il  grants  Avere  highly  prizei.l,  inasmucli  as  many 
Lord  Admirals  and  their  subordinates  had  sought  to  encroach 
on  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ordinary  tribunals,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  claiming  cognisance  not  only  of  matters  done  on 
the  high  seas,  but  also  of  foreign  contracts  and  debts,  of  . 
causes  between  merchants  and  mariners,  and  even  of  some 
disputes  between  residents  of  inland  towns.     On  repeated 
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occasions  tlie  great  Arlmiralt}^  officials  Lad  endeavoured  to 
repudiate  the  special  privilege  of  Bristolians,  out  after  the 
usual  blackmailing  had  been  borne  bj^  the  victims,  tlie  rights 
conceded  by  the  above  charters  had  been  sullenly  admitted. 
On  this  occasion  the  Government  itself  sought  to  abrogate 
the  ancient  privilege,  and,  besides  applying  for  a  writ  of 
Quo  tea i-yanfo,  it  sent  clown  commissioners  cliarged  to  inquire 
into  the  local  system  of  procedure,  and  if  possible  to  detect 
abuses  that  would  throw  a  colour  of  justice  over  its  polic3^ 
In  the  end  the  inquisition  resulted  in  failure,  but  the 
Goveniment,  nevertheless,  insisted  on  subverting  the  city's 
rights.  For  though  permission  was  granted  to  hold  a  court 
in  Bristol,  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Avas  empowered  to 
take  a  seat  in  it  whenever  he  chose,  and  all  judgments  were 
subject  to  appeal  to  his  own  Court,  sitting  in  London.  The 
affair  was  acostlj^one  to  the  Corporation,  involving  lengthy 
visits  of  deputies  to  AVhitehall,  entertainments  to  the  coni- 
missioners,  and  presents  to  the  Lord  High  Steward  and 
other  courtiers.  Amongst  the  last  named  was  a  well-known 
personage,  Endymion  Porter,  Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber 
and  a  favourite  of  the  King,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  and  voted  a  gratuity  for  his  '"services," 
now  invisible. 

The  Admiralty  case  was  still  2:)ending  when  the  Govern- 
ment brought  another  and  still  more  formidable  engine  to 
bear  upon  the  citizens.  In  January,  lGo7,  Hugh  Lewis, 
Customs  Searcher,  who  has  a  suspicious  appearance  of  being 
a  tool  of  Dowell,  the  Customer,  complained  to  the  Privj^ 
Council  of  the  alleged  maljiractices  of  the  INlaj'or  (Richard 
Long)  and  other  leading  merchants.  They  had,  he  asserted, 
unlawfully  sliipped  a  (piantity  of  tanned  hi(h\s  and  candles, 
intending  to  export  them,  but  lie,  refusing  to  be  bribed  by 
them  to  allow  the  goods  to  pass,  had  seized  the  cargo,  and 
was  proceeding  by  law  for  its  confiscation  when  the  owners 
appealed  to  the  Privy  Council,  "  whereljy  he  was  greatly 
discouraged  in  his  service."  Their  lordships  gave  directions 
that  a  commission  of  inquiry  should  be  applied  for  to  clear 
up  the' facts.  Nothing  more  respecting  the  case  appears  in 
the  Council's  minutes  for  a  twelvemontli,  but  it  is  clear  that 
the  local  Customs  authorities  sent  up  further  and  graver 
charges  against  the  Corporation,  and  that  the  Government 
changed  the  nature  of  the  inquiry.  For  in  November, 
1()37,  the  King  issued  a  special  commission,  of  which  Lonl 
IMohun  and  ''two  men  of  mean  quality  ''  (as  the  Town  Clerk 
described  them)  named  Foxe  and  Powlett  proved  to  be  the 
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acting  members.     The  document' recited  that  His  Majesty 
iiad  been  credibly  informed  tluit  tlie  magistrates  of  tlie  city, 
and  others,  had  unlawfully  levied  very  great  sums  of  money 
upon  imports  and  exports  of  merchandise,  and  ordered  the 
commissioners  to  discover  the  offenders,  and   to  ascertain 
what  sums, so  obtained  were  due  to  the  King,  in  order  that 
they  niight  be  recovered.     On  what  grounds  any  part  of 
unlawfully  levied  money  could  be-  claimed  by  the  Crown 
the  commission  omitted  to  explain.     The  case  indeed  was  so 
bad  that  the   commissioners   carefully   concealed   the  real 
object  of  the  inquiry.     AVhen  the  royal  deputies  arrived, 
accompanied  by  a  crowd  of  minor  mercenaries,  the  Town 
Clerk  requested  that  the  terms  of  the  commission  should  be 
made  known,  but  the  application  was  insolently  rejected. 
The  city  swarmed  with  pursuivants  and  other  officials,  who 
browbeat  tradesmen,  merchants'  clerks,   shopmen,   porters, 
etc.,  and  dragged  them  before  the  inquisitors,  who  threatened 
them  with  imprisonment  if  thoy  did  not  give  satisfactory 
evidence,  and  actually  sent  some  to  gaol  for  disobedience  to 
their  behests.     Mr.  Long,  the  ex-JMayor,  and  Master  of  tlie 
Merchants'  {Society,  was  roundly  abused  as  an  abettor  of 
frauds,  whilst  Mr.  Arundel,  another  eminent  merchant,  and 
the  Town  Clerk  were  committed  for  alleged  contem])t.     In 
spite  of  these  unscrupulous  tactics,  the  charge  of  levving 
illegal  duties  completely  broke  down.     The  truth  was"^nit 
the  Corporation  and  their  lessees,  the  Merchants'  Company, 
had  mcreaserl  the  wharfage,  and  possibly  other  local  dues, 
to  assist  m  discharging  the  demands  for  ship-money  ;  but 
m    this  tjiey  had  merely  followed    an  ancient  custom  in 
emorgencies.     Tlie   commissioners  next  betook    themselves 
to  the  charges  originally  raised  by  the  Searcher,  Lewis.    As 
has  l)een  already  shown,  some  merchants  and  manufacturers 
had  been  granted  royal  licenses  to  exjjort  butter  and  leather, 
to  import  currants,  and  to  manufacture  soap,  starch,  beer, 
etc.,  the  quantities  in  each  case  being  limited  by  the  terms 
of   the  ijatents.     The  Crown  officials,  alleging' that  groat 
IrAuds  had  been  committed  by  the  licensees  exceeding  their 
}>rivileges,  had   caused  writs  to  be  issued  out  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  and  the  inquisitors  sought  to  further  these  pro- 
ceedings by  ordering  the  defendants  to  produce  their  books 
and  give  evidence  against  their  partners,  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, whilst  the  odious  system  of  tempting  or  intimidating 
clerks  and  other  servants  to  make  accusations  against  their 
employers  was  resorted  to  unscrupulously.     The  proceedings 
111    the    Star  Chamber  Avere   equally  discreditable.      Many 
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respectable  citizens,  against  whom  nothing  could  be  proved, 
were  summoned  to  the  Court,  which  threw  some  of  tliem 
into  prison,  and  after  allowing  others  to  return  home 
demanded  their  presence  in  London  afresh ;  whilst  in  all 
cases  the  men  so  treated  were  forced  to  pay  enormous  exac- 
tions in  the  shape  of  fees.  After  submitting  to  tliis  tyranny 
for  some  months,  a  deputation  of  four  aldermen  and  otlier 
merchants  besought  an  audience  of  the  King,  and  prayed 
him  on  their  knees  to  take  their  distress  into  consideration. 
But  Charles,  who  it  is  painful  to  say  had  taken  much 
interest  in  the  persecution  from  the  outset,  and  had  j)erson- 
ally  given  orders  m  the  Privy  Council  for  the  suits  in  the 
Star  Chamber,  coldlj^  replied  that  tlie  cominission  could  not 
be  witluh'awn  or  the  inquiry  suspended  ;  but  that  the  peti- 
tioners might,  if  they  thouglit  ht,  prefer  a  Bill  in  the  Star 
Chamber  against  those  they  complained  of.  The  ultimate 
judgment  of  tliat  ini(]uitous  tribunal  cannot  be  found  in  the 
records.  Possibly  the  fruitlessness  of  the  commission  of 
inquiry  became  so  evident  that  the  Government  ordered  its 
instruments  to  relinquish  their  work. 

As  was  foreshadowed  in  a  previous  page,  the  case  of 
Morgan,  tlie  irrejn'ossible  squire  of  Pill,  turned  uj)  again  in 
]\[ay,  l(i;37,  when  the  Corporation,  in  a  petition  to  the  Privy 
Council,  represented  that,  in  despite  of  the  jmlgment  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  which  had  been  followed  by  an  order 
for  Morgan's  imprisonment  fur  contemjit,  he  and  his  tenants 
were  still  perversely  disobedient,  and  nothing  had  been 
done,  '^riie  magistrates  had  lately  held  a  conference  with 
st)iii(i  (if  the  iusticcs  of  Somerset  with  a  view  to  takino; 
nciiiin,  bill,  this  had  been  iuel'tectual,  and  tlu^  obnoxious  ale- 
houses were  still  unremoved.  It  appears  that  the  Priv_y 
Council  had  forbidden  the  demolition  of  the  hovels  durin<i 
the  previous  winter  out  of  charity  for  the  poor  families. 
Their  lov.lships  iaow  eoneoived  iliar  the  tenants  had  received 
abundant  notice,  and  empowered  the  Corporation  to  proceed 
forthwith  in  carrying  out  the  decree  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer.  Owing  to  the  disappearance  of  the  corporate 
account-books,  evidence  is  wanting  as  to  the  steps  actually'- 
taken,  but  tliere  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  were  vigorous, 
and,  for  a  time,  effectual. 

In  spite  of  numerous  roj^al  proclamations,  tlie  tobacco 
plant  was  very  extensively  cultivated  at  this  period  in 
Grioucestershire.  The  Privy  Council,  in  June,  forwarded  a 
letter  to  the  county  justices  strongl}''  censuring  them  for 
remissness  in  sfipporting  the  officers  sent  down  to  root  out 
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the  plantations,  wlio  liad  been  riotously  resisted  in  various 
districts.  Similar  missives  were  frequently  dispatched 
clearly  without  effect,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  landed 
f;-entry  winked  at  an  industry  tliat  tended  to  enhance  their 
rentals.  A  document  in  the  Historical  Manuscript  reports 
(vol.  X.  part  2)  states  that  the  price  of  the  best  tobacco  in 
1638  was  one  shilling  per  ounce. 

A  minute  in  the  Corporation  Bargain. Book,  dated  Sep- 
tember Dth,  shows  that  the  medieval  system  of  constructino- 
town  dwellings  was  still  in  favour.  The  surveyors  certify 
that  they  had  viewed  the  two  tenements  then  "being  built 
by  Francis  Creswick  in  Corn  Street,  adjoining  St?  Wer- 
burgh's  churcli,  in  which  the  upper  story  projected  four 
feet  beyond  the  lower  story,  and  was  supported  by  posts  on 
the  "  city  waste"— that  is,  the  public  street.  It  was  deter- 
mined that  Creswick  should  pay,  for  liberty  so  to  do,  66-.  Sd. 
])er  annum.  The  houses  in  question  were  removed  early  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  foi-  the  erection  of  the  Commercial 
liooms. 

_    In  the  summer  of  1638  the  King  issued  a  proclamation 
imposing  an  additional  duty  of  4(  i*-.  per  tun  on  all  wines 
imported,  and  immediately  afterwards  farmefl  out  the  now 
tax  to  the  Vintners'  Company  of  London,  who,  little  fore- 
seeing the  Parliamentary  troubles  in  store  for  them,  lost  no 
time  m  putting  their  powers  in  operation.    One  morning  in 
September,  a  deputation  of  the  ComiDany  presented  them- 
selvesin  Bristol,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  detested  royal 
pursuivants,  and  after  presenting  a  m??^date  from  the  Privy 
■Council    commanding   submission    to    their   behests,    they 
demanded  a  sight  of  all   the  wine  stored  in  the  city.'     The 
ins])eclion  having  been  made,  they  next  requested  the  jmy- 
ment  of  the  extra  duty,  not  merely  on   the  stock  in  hand, 
but   on    what    had    been    sold   during    the    previous   three 
months.      Urgent   apjDeals   for  relief  having    been    vainly 
addressed  to  the  Privy  Council,  the  merchants  were  driven 
to   offer  a   composition,   and    the    Londoners   consented   to 
accept  a  fixed  sum  of  £3,r)U()  per  annum,  providing  that  ten 
wealthy  citizens  would  become  security  for  its  payment. 
The  collection  of  the  impost  was  soon  found  to  be  impractic- 
able.     Half   the   local   vintners   became    insolvent,    others 
refused  to  pay  the  tax,  and  the  total  amount  received  during 
two  years  was  only  £S(  K),  although4.250tuns  of  wine  had  been 
brought  into  port.     In  1640  the  Vintners'  Company  com- 
menced an  action  against  the  guarantors  for  £4,450,  being 
•eighteen  months'  composition,  less   the  above  instalment. 
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The  suit  was  still  proceeding  in  February,  1042,  when  only 
about  £200  more  had  been  wrung  from  the  citizens.  By 
that  time,  however.  Parliament  had  dealt  trenchantl}^  with 
many  of  the  King's  arbitrary  imposts,  including  those  on 
wine.  A  report  of  a  House  of  Commons'  committee  in  May, 
1641,  charged  the  London  vintners  with  having  been  pr(j- 
jectors  of  the  last  tax,  and  asserted  that  the  Company, 
"whilst  paying  only£1i>,000  yearly  to  the  Crown,  had  sought 
to  exact  £170,000  from  the  subject.  The  Bristol  merchants 
were  thus  encouraged  to  urge  their  grievances  on  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  deputation  was  sent  up  to  AVestminster,  the 
leader  of  which  was  Mr.  George  Bowcher,  whose  tragic  fate 
at  no  distant  day  was  then  unforeseen.  The  London 
vintners,  whose  chief,  Alderman  Abel,  with  some  of  his 
confederates,  was  already  in  prison,  became  panic-stricken 
at  the  prospect,  submitted  humbly  to  the  Commons,  oftering 
fines  for  pardon,  and  doubtless  dropped  their  suit,  of  which 
there  is  no  further  mention. 

Monopolies  being  in  high  favour  at  Court  in  1G3S,  the 
Bristol  Merchant  Venturers  were  induced  to  liope  that,  by 
royal  favour,  they  might  realize  their  long-cherished  de- 
sire to  crush  the  competition  of  interlopers.  On  November 
28th  they  presented  a  petition  to  the  King,  setting  forth 
their  incorporation  by  Edward  VI.,  and  their  subsequent 
good  works  in  supporting  an  almshouse,  in  providing 
pensions  for  decayed  merchants  and  seamen's  widows,  and 
in  maintaining  a  schoolmaster  and  curate  ;  and  urfi;ing  that 
further  privileges  shoukl  be  conceded  to  them'^s  an  en- 
couragement to  continue  on  the  same  path.  The  King 
rekn-red  the  petition  to  the  Attorney-General,  who  soon 
afterwards  reported  in  its  favour  in  general  terms,  but  added 
that  certain  qualifications  must  bi  introduced  intc  the  ad- 
ditional privileges  solicited.  His  report  was  approved  by 
His  Majesty,  and  a  new  charter  was  thereupon  granted  on 
January  7th,  1G39.  (All  tlie  above  documents  are  preserved 
at  the  Eecord  Office.)  Unfortunately  for  the  merchants, 
the  Attorney-Greneral's  "  qualifications  "  were  destructive 
of  tlie  object  the  Society  had  at  heart,  no  powers  being 
conceded  to  suppress  the  rivalry  of  non-members.  Improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  Company.  A 
body  of  ten  "Assistants"  was  created,  who  with  the  Master 
and  AVardens  were  to  make  ordinances  and  enforce  penalties  : 
but  such  ordinances  were  not  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  royal 
prerogative  or  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city.  The  annual 
elections  were  tlienceforth  to  take  place  on  iSIovember  lOth, 
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and  new  Masters  and  Wardens  were  to  be  sworn  before  tlie 
outgoing  officials,  and  not,  as  previously,  before  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen. 

The  G-overnment,  in  February,  1639,  was  compelled  to 
withdraw  the  arbitrary  orders  by  which  the  foreign  tobacco 
trade  was  made  a  monopoly  for  the  benefit  of  London 
merchants.  At  a  sitting  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  17th 
a  petition  was  considered  of  the  farmers  of  the  Customs  for 
an  abrogation  of  the  system,  owing  to  the  great  injury 
they  sustained  from  it,  many  ships  laclen  with  tobacco  being, 
they  alleged,  carried  into  Western  outports  under  pretence 
of  damage,  when  the  cargoes  were  smuggled  ashore,  and 
the  duties'  lost.  Their  lordships  determined  to  reverse  their 
policy,  and  it  was  ordered  that  tobacco  might  be  thereafter 
landed  at  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth  and  Southampton. 
A  great  stimulus  was  thus  imparted  to  local  commerce,  and 
the  trade  rapidly'-  develojDed. 

The  country  was  now  hastening  to  a  crisis  that  was  fated 
to  shatter  the  financial  fabric  whicli  the  King  had  so 
laboriously  built  up  during  his  ten  years'  despotism.  The 
revolt  of  the  Scotch  nation  against  Laud's  ecclesiastical 
policy  could  not  bo  suppressed  except  by  force  of  arms,  and 
in  February,  1(!;39,  the  King  issued  a  mandate  for  troops  to 
the  Lords-Lieutenant  of  counties.  Being  resolved,  he  said, 
to  repair  in  person  to  the  North  with  his  army,  to  main- 
tain the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  he  required  a  certain 
number  of  infantry  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  trained  bands, 
and  sent  to  attend  him  at  York.  The  contingent  demanded 
from  Bristol  was  50,  whilst  1,UJ(J  were  summoned  from 
(lloucestershire.  From  an  imperfect  minute^^n  tiie  Common 
Council  )x)oks  it  appears  that  the  nnjuest  \v^  immediately 
roniplifd  Avith,  an(l  that  the  cost  of  equipping  and  sending 
forward  the  men  was  borne  by  the  CorpOiation,  who  ])ai(l 
£15  for  the  carriage  to  York  of  fifty  stand  of  arms.  How 
little  ardour  the  new  levies  displayed  in  fighting  the 
''liishops'  AVar  "  is  a  matter  of  history. 

The  starchmakers  of  Bristol  being  few  in  number,  and 
apparently  unrepresented  in  the  Common  Council,  the  story 
of  their  sufferings  at  the  hands  of  London  monopolists  has 
been  lost  to  posterity.  They  are  supposed  to  have  made 
terms  with  the  King's  patentees  for  the  manufacture  of  a 
limited  quantity  of  starch,  and,  like  the  soapmakers,  they 
were  harassed  with  charges  of  exceeding  the  allotted  output. 
In  August  the  Privy  Council  forwarded  to  the  Mayor  the 
complaints  of   the  Corporation   of   Starchmakers,   alleging 


1639]  IN    THE    SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY,  145 

illegalities ;  and  their  lordsliips  ordered  tliat  the  offenders 
should  be  brought  before  the  justices  and  sharply  examined, 
especially  Thomas  and  John  CoUyer,  who  were  charged 
with  having  resisted  the  starch-searchers  (that  is,  the 
patentees'  spies)  with  swords  whilst  attempting  to  seize 
contraband  starch.  All  others  engaged  in  the  same  illegal 
trade  were  also  to  be  arrested,  and  to  be  compelled  to  give 
bonds  to  forbear  the  manufacture.  The  State  Papers  of 
this  year  are  largely  composed  of  documents  of  a  similar 
character,  arising  out  of  the  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the 
Crown  in  reference  to  monopolies,  illegal  patents,  im- 
posts on  wine,  soap  and  other  articles,  forced  loans,  resump- 
tion of  forest  rights,  invasions  of  private  property  by 
saltpetre  men,  commissions  for  compounding  for  penal 
offences,  and  especially  to  the  decisions  of  the  Star  Chamber 
and  Court  of  High  Commission  in  defiance  of  the  common 
law. 

A  letter  from  Bishop  Skinner,  of  Bristol,  to  Archbishop 
Laud,  dated  August  2Gth,  shows  the  manner  in  which  the 
royal  minions  attempted  to  intimidate  judges  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  A  man  named  Davis  having  been 
arraigned  at  the  local  gaol  delivery — it  is  not  said  for  what 
offence,  though  it  seems  probable  the  prisoner  was  a  Puritan 
preacher — the  Bishop,  one  of  Laud's  most  zealous  instru- 
ments, states  that  he  waited  on  the  Recorder  on  the  evening 
before  the  trial,  and  expressed  his  desire  "  that  a  matter  of 
this  high  nature  should  not  be  slubbered  over,  but  carried 
with  severity."  Serjeant  Glanville  replied  that  he  had 
advised  u])on  the  case  with  the  Lord  Keeper,  anr]  the 
Attornoy-Oenoval,  and  also  with  the  Primate  himse'^f,  and 
the  Bisliop  de})arted.  But  when  the  trial  came  on,  though 
the  Recorder  showed  a  "  semblance  of  severity,"  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
prisoner,  who  knelt  down  in  the  dock  and  prayed  for 
the  King,  the  archbishop,  and  the  bishops.  The  irritated 
meddler  concludes: — "My  conceit  is  that  the  whole  business 
was  a  mere  scene,  wherein  the  judge  acted  his  part  cun- 
ningly, the  jury  plausibly,  and  the  prisoner  craftily." 

An  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  Charles  I.  habit- 
ually intermeddled  with  public  bodies  appears  in  the  civic 
minute-books  for  October.  The  office  of  Chamberlain 
having  become  vacant,  eight  candidates  petitioned  for  the 
place,  and  the  choice  of  the  Council  fell  upon  AVilliarn 
Chetw5ni,  a  merchant  of  good  repute  and  of  twenty  years' 
experience.     At  the  next  meeting,  early  in   November,  i\ 
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letter  from  the  King  was  produced,  alleging  that  certain 
members  of  the  Council,  for  their  private  ends,  and  in  dis- 
regard of  the  city's  liberties,  had  chosen  a  man  then  absent 
from  the  realm  and  unfit  to  hold  such  an  oihce.  "  Our  will 
and  pleasure  is  that,  notwithstanding  your  former  election, 
you  forbear  to  ratify  the  same,  and  forthwith  proceed  to  a 
new  election,  recommending  to  your  choice  our  well-beloved 
subject  Ralph  Farmer  ...  of  whose  abilities  we  have 
received  ample  testimony."  The  King's  will  being  law,_ 
tlie  Council  at  once  obej^ed  orders.  But,  in  the  belief  that 
His  Majesty  had  been  secretly  prejudiced,  it  was  resolved  to 
send  a  deputation  to  Court  toplead  the  privileges  of  the  city, 
with  a  further  intimation  that  Farmer  was  not  qualified  to 
hold  the  office  when  he  applied  for  it,  being  a  non-burgess, 
and  that  Chetwyn  was  the  worthiest  of  the  candidates.  The 
necessity  of  convoking  a  Parliament  was  already  ])ressing 
upon  the  King,  and  he  probably  saw  the  imprudence  of 
offending  a  great  Corporation.  At  all  events.  His  Majesty 
received  the  deputation  graciously,  and  informed  them  that 
he  left  the  Council  free  to  act  at  their  discretion.  Where- 
upon, without  loss  of  time.  Farmer's  election  was  •'  frus- 
trated and  made  void,"  and  Chetwyn  was  reappointed. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  new  Chamberlain  in- 
troduced a  remarkable  innovation  in  the  corporate  system 
of  book-keeping.  All  the  audit  books  that  have  come 
down  to  us  preceding  his  election  display  the  receipts  and 
payments  in  ancient  Roman  numerals.  The  accounts  for 
the  year  ending  Micha^bnas,  1640,  on  the  contrary,  are  made 
up  in  the  Arabic  figures  now  universally  adopted  in  civilized 
countries.  Having  regard  to  the  portentous  difficulty  of 
casting  up  the  Roman  formula,  when,  for  example,  x]£,  xl.s. 
and  xld.  might  follow  each  other  in  successive  entries,  the 
task  of  auditing  must  have  been  excessively  arduous  and 
protracted,  even  with  the  "  counters "  and  other  apparatus 
that  the  Corporation  employed  for  facilitating  the  work. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  King's  system  of  civil  Govern- 
ment and  Laud's  intolerant  rule  in  ecclesiastical  affairs 
caused  many  Puritans,  despairing  of  relief,  to  seek  homes 
and  liberty  in  the  infant  settlements  of  New  England  ; 
but  local  annalists  afford  no  information  as  to  the  part 
taken  by  Bristolians  in  furthering  this  migration.  Sume 
interesting  facts  have  been  discovered  in  the  minutes  of 
the  Privy  Council.  On  November  22nd,  1639,  their  lord- 
ships considered  a  petition  of  Richard  Long,  John  Taylor, 
and  John  Conning,  three  eminent  Bristol  merchants,  and 
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owners  of  a  sliip  of  180  tons,  named  the  Mary  Rose.  The 
vessel  had  previously  traded  to  Newfoundland,  whence  she 
carried  cargoes  of  fish  to  Spain,  and  returned  home  laden 
with  wine.  She  was  now  destined,  liowever,  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  permit  it,  to  carry  over  to  New  England  a 
party  of  120  emigrants — children  of  a  grand  destiny — and 
a  miscellaneous  cargo  of  meal,  shoes,  cheese,  powder,  shot, 
candles,  pewter,  soap,  nails,  wine,  vinegar,  and  250  gallons 
,of  "'hot  water  "  (spirits).  The  Privy  Council  directed  that 
the  Custoins  officers  of  the  j)ort  should  allow  the  vessel  to 
2)roceed,  provided  the  passengers  first  took  tlie  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy,  the  latter  being  well  known  to 
he  galling  to  Puritans.  Similar  licenses  were  granted  on 
the  same  condition  to  the  ship  Neptune,  with  125  passengers, 
and  to  the  ship  Fellowship,  WMth  250  passengers,  in  Januar}'^, 
1640 ;  and  three  months  later  to  the  ship  diaries,  with  250 
passengers,  and  the  ship  William  and  John,  wdth  GO  passen- 
gers. All  these  vessels  belonged  to  Bristol  and  carried 
general  cargoes,  the  last-named  taking  out  a  consignment 
of  20  dozen  of  Monmouth  caps,  whilst  the  Charles  had  750 
gallons  of  "  strong  waters."  It  is  probable  that  the  above 
emigrants  settled  in  that  region  of  New  England  now 
known  as  Massachusetts  and  Illiode  Island,  both  of  which 
"States  have  ii  county  called  Bristol,  and  the  latter  has  also 
n  town  of  that  name.  In  lGo2  Ilobert  Aldworth  and  his 
relative  Giles  Elbridge,  two  leading  local  merchants,  ob- 
tained a  grant  from  tlie  Council  uf  New  England  of  a  con- 
siderable tract  of  land,  and  were  promised  KX)  additional 
acres  for  every  person  they  l)iioug]it  over,  (Ui  condition  that 
tliev  fonndi'd  and  maintained  a  colony. 

The  ex])enso  of  the  Bishops' War  in  Scotland  had  plunged 
the  King  in  financial  embarrassment,  and  an  appeal  to 
Parliament  for  assistance  was  unwillingly  resolved  upon. 
The  election  for  Bristol  took  place  in  March,  1640,  when 
the  Corporation,  in  conjunction  with  the  freeholders,  but 
excluding  the  free  burgesses,  returned  the  Recorder,  Ser- 
jeant Glanville,  and  Alderman  Humphrey  Hooke.  The 
former  was  elected  Speaker  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
which  a  deputation  was  sent  by  the  Common  Council,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Hooke,  to  represent  the  many 
grievances  under  which  the  citizens  were  suffering.  On 
the  refusal  of  the  House  to  grant  suj^plies  before  discussing 
grievances,  the  King  ■M\a-athfully  dissolved  Parliament  after 
a  session  of  only  three  weeks,  producing  bitter  disappoint- 
xnent  and  irritation  tluroughout  the  country. 
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The  _  freemen  of  Bristol  did  not  snbmit  to  tlieir  dis- 
franchisement witliout  a  protest.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  in  October,  a  petition  was  presented  on 
behalf  of  "  a  great  number  of  free  burgesses,"  requesting 
that  their  body  might  be  permitted  to  vote  for  repre- 
sentatives "in  conformity  with  statutes."  Tlie  Council, 
however,  fell  back  upon  the  ordinance  of  1625  (see  p.  93 j, 
which  they  alleged  was  founded  on  usage,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  all  future  elections  should  be  conducted  on  the 
same  narrow  basis.  Though  nothing  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Journals  of  the  Long  Parliament,  which  are  notoriously 
very  imperfect,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  freemen  re- 
presented their  grievances  and  obtained  redress,  for  their 
right  to  the  franchise  was  never  again  disputed  after  1640. 

Even  whilst  the  Short  Parliament  was  sitting,  the 
Grovernment  pursued  its  unconstitutional  policy.  On  the 
dismissal  of  the  Houses  the  patentees  of  monopolies  exer- 
cised great  oppression,  and  many  j^eople  were  prosecuted 
and  ruined  for  alleged  evasions.  Ship-mone}^  was  also 
rigorously  exacted,  seizures  of  goods  and  imprisonments 
for  default  being  of  constant  occurrence.  Towards  the  end 
of  April,  the  King  addressed  a  letter  to  the  civic  authorities, 
requii'ing  20()  men  to  be  raised  and  equipped  at  the  city's 
expense  for  service  in  the  arm3^  The  troopers  were  to  "be 
j)aid  eightjDence  per  head  daily  from  the  time  of  tlieir  em- 
bodiment. The  Council  assented  to  the  royal  mandate,  but 
the  Town  Clerk  was  despatched  to  London  to  seek  relief 
from  the  burden,  on  th(3  ground  that  a  demand  for  land 
forces  from  a  maritime  port  then  being  taxed  to  find  money 
ami  men  for  the  Navy  was  an  unusual  stretch  of  the  royal 
}>n>rogative.  Eat  no  relief  was  obtainable,  and  the  Cor- 
l)oration  disbursed  £674  on  the  troopers,  and  £308  for 
ammunition. 

Ordinances  for  the  Tailors'  Company  were  drawn  up  by 
the  Common  Council  in  May.  An  idea  of  their  general 
character  may  be  derived  from  two  brief  extracts.  A 
citizen,  not  a  member  of  the  Company,  presuming  to  make 
any  manner  of  garment  except  for  himself  and  family,  was 
to  be  fined  20.s'.,  or  imprisoned  in  default  of  payment.  Any 
tradesman,  not  being  a  tailor,  making  or  selling  linen  or 
woollen  stockings  was  made  liable  to  a  penalty  of  3.v.  M. 

The  first  recorded  enunciation  from  a  Bristol  pulpit  of 
advanced  Puritanical  opinions  was  made  in  September  by 
the  Rev.  Matthew  Hazard,  who  had  been  appointed  in- 
cumbent of  St.  Mary  Eedcliff  and  vicar  of  St.  Ewen's  a 
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few  months  previously.  In  consequence  of  the  Scotch 
war,  a  form  of  prayer  for  the  success  of  the  King's  arms 
]iad  been  drawn  up  by  order  of  tlie  Government,  and  was 
required  to  be  read  in  every  parish  cliurch.  One  clause  of 
this  formula  denounced  the  traitorous  subjects  who  had 
cast  off  obedience  to  their  anointed  sovereign,  and  were 
rebelliously  seeking  to  invade  the  realm.  Mr.  Hazard 
thought  proper  to  omit  this  condemnation,  and  substi- 
tuted for  it  a  251'ayer  that  God  would  reveal  to  the  King 
those  traitorous  enemies  that  disturbed  the  public  peace 
and  molested  the  hearts  of  the  Church  and  of  faithful 
people.  His  expressions  were  forthwith  reported  to  the  Cor- 
poration, but  they  declined  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
matter.  The  loyalty  of  the  Council  at  this  period  is 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  fact  that  a  carving  of  the  royal 
arms  was  purchased  about  the  same  date,  and  ordered  to  be 
set  up  in  the  Guildhall. 

The  autumn  assizes  of  the  year  were  of  unusual  length. 
In  September,  INfr.  Robert  Yeamans,  so  soon  to  become 
tragically  memorable,  was  paid  £40  for  entertaining  Chief 
Justice  Brampston  at  his  house  for  four  nights,  the  Cham- 
berlain adding  "  which  was  extraordinary."  An  outlay  of 
£9  more  was  incurred  for  rowing  his  lordship  down  to 
Hungroad  and  entertaining  him  on  board  "  the  Globe  " — 
probaljly  to  enable  him  to  inspect  the  site  of  Morgan's 
<lemolislied  alehouses  at  Pill. 

The  local  election  of  members  for  what  Avas  destined  to 
be  the  Long  Parliament  took  place  on  October  12th.  For 
some  unknown  reason,  the  Corporation,  who,  as  has  been 
just  stated,  exchuled  the  freemen  from  the  franchise,  did 
not  re-elect  the  liecorder,  but  returned  Ahh'rman  Ricliard 
Long  as  colleague  of  the  former  member,  Ald<rman  Hooke. 
In  one  of  the  most  untrustworthy  of  local  works,  Tovey's 

Life  of  Colston,"  Alderman  Long  is  stigmatised  as  '•  a 
gloomy  fanatic,  prepared  to  go  to  any  extreme."  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Alderman,  who  was  expelled  from  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1()42  for  being  concerned  in  mono- 
polies, Avas  a  devoted  Royalist,  and  had  subsequently  to 
compound  for  his  "  delinquency  "  by  payment  of  £800 — 
t)ne-tenth  of  his  estate. 

A  sudden  and  unexpected  change  of  the  corporate  policy 
in  reference  to  the  Welsh  butter  monopoly  took  place 
during  the  autumn.  It  has  been  already  shown  that  the 
Council  were  accustomed  to  make  large  purchases  of  butter, 
and  of  vending  it  by   retail  at  or  even  below  cost-price, 
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Avitli  the  undoubted  object  of  facilitating  the  export  trans- 
actions of  the  merchants  interested  in  the  ro3'al  patent. 
Even  the  audit  book  for  tlie  year  under  review  notes  the 
receipt  of  £170  for  butter  sold  to  the  labouring  classes, 
-But  at  a  meeting  of  the  Priv}'  Council  on  November  1st  a 
])etition  from  the  Corporation  was  presented,  setting  forth 
that  butter,  "the  principal  food  for  the  poorer  sort  of  people," 
was  selling  at  the  enormous  price  of  5c/.  per  pound,  causing 
the  poor  to  complain  of  the  exports  still  being  made  by  the 
])atentees  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of  their  license. 
Their  lordships  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
abuse,  with  directions,  which  were  also  sent  to  the  Mayor, 
to  prevent  further  exportations  at  Bristol  until  prices  had 
fallen  to  normal  rates.  The  ill-humour  of  the  Corpora- 
tion came  to  an  end  soon  afterwards,  and  large  purchases  of 
butter  were  made  in  subsequent  years. 

The  Privy  Council  dealt  on  the  following  day  with  an- 
other monopoly  in  which  Bristol  merchants  were  largely 
interested.  Complaints  had  been  j^reviously  made  to  the 
Government  that  sole  leather  had  greatly  advanced  in 
price,  owing  to  the  practices  of  the  patentees  for  exporting 
calf  skins,  by  whom,  under  coh)ur  of  their  license,  many 
hides  of  the  best  sort  were  illegally  shipped  to  foreign 
ports  ;■  and  the  Government  had  consequently  ordered  that 
calf-skin  exports  should  be  stopped  until  the  King's  plea- 
sure was  made  known.  The  interdict  hiid  dismayed  the 
patentees  of  calf  skins,  one  of  whom,  James  Maxwell,  had 
prayed  the  King  to  remove  it,  asserting  that  there  had 
been  no  frauds,  and  that  the  ex])ort  of  the  flimsy  skins 
(only  fit,  as  another  interested  party  averred,  to  make  shoes 
for  foreigners)  (>ould  not  atiect  the  price  of  good  leather. 
At  the  above  ineeting  the  King's  assent  Avas  announced  to 
jMaxwell's  jjetition,  and  he  and  his  lessees  were  allowetl  to 
continue  the  trade.  No  relaxation  was  jnade  in  favour  of 
the  Bristol  patentee,  but  he  certainly  obtained  one,  for 
exports  on  an  extensive  scale  continued  as  usual.  The 
absence  of  direct  evidence  is  due  to  the  complete  dis- 
organization of  the  Privy  Council,  caused  by  the  vigorous 
measures  of  tlie  House  of  Commons.  Laud,  who  had  been 
practically  Prime  Minister,  was  consigned  to  the  Tower, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Secretary  Windebank  fled  the 
country  to  avoid  a  similar  fate,  and  the  Council's  minute- 
books  for  twenty  years  are  an  absolute  blank  after  this 
date. 

The  year  IGIO  is  locally  notable  for  its  record  of  the  first 
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open  secession  from  the  Cliurcli  of  England,  a  movement 
necessarily  followed  by  the  opening  of  the  first   "  dissent- 
ing "    place  of   worship.      One   day,    says   the  quaint  and 
curious  book  known  as  the  "  Broadmead  Records,"  a  farmer 
of  Stapleton,  a  butcher  of  Lawford's  Gate,  a  farrier  of  Wine 
Street,   and  a    j'-oung   minister,    named    Bacon,    living   in 
Lewin's  Mead,  met  together  in  Broad  Street,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Hazard,  the  incumbent  of  St.  Ewen's  and  St.  Marv 
RedclifF  already  referred  to.      Mrs.  Hazard  liaving  joined 
the  party,  it  was   agreed  after  grave  deliberation  to  sepa- 
rate from  the  worship  of  the  world,  and  to  go  no  more  to 
the  services  set  down  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.     In 
the  morning  they  proposed  to  attend  church  to  hear  Mr. 
Hazard  preach,  but   in  the  afternoon  they  determined  to 
meet  in  private  to  engage  in  such  exercises  as  they  ap- 
proved.   Subsequent  notes  will  show  that  Mrs.  Hazard,  who 
])robably  instigated  this  meeting,  was  one  of  the  phenomena 
of  the  period — a  strong-minded  female  Puritan ;    and  she 
saw  no  impropriety  in  offering  her  husband's  vicarage  as  a 
place  for  the  first  separatist  gatherings.     In  a  short  time 
the  little  band  of  "  non-conformists  "  obtained  as  a  regular 
minister  one  Mr.  Pennell,  who,  having  resigned  the  incum- 
benc}'-  of    St,  Leonard's  church.  Corn  Street,  "  closed   in  " 
with  them,  and  "  tlie  Church  "  soon  increased  to  about  160 
jjersons,  including  many  residents  in  the  suburbs  who  came 
in  to  attend  the  services.     Where  the  meetings   took   place 
is  not  stated,  but  it  seems  unlikely  that  so  numerous  a  con- 
gregation  could  have  assembled  in  an  ordinary  dwelling. 
By  this  time  the  separatist  movement  had  made  consider- 
able progress,   and  other  meetings  were  being   held.       In 
August,  Kill,  Dennis  Hollister,  afterwards  j\[. P.,  and  Wil- 
liam Cooke,    grocer.    High   Street,  were  brouglit  before  tho 
magistrates  and  committed  for  trial,  charged  ^\'ith  keeping 
a  conventicle  and  occasioning  a  riot  for  several  hours  before 
Cooke's  door.     One  Mrs.  Clements  was  also  "  presented  "  for 
openly  asserting  that  the  parson  of  Temple  "  could  preach 
no  more  than  a  black  dog."     The  gatlierings  were   broken 
up  in  1043,  owing  to  the  brutality  of  the  Eoyalist  soldiers 
then  in  possession  of  the  city,  and  most  of  the  ministers 
took  refuge  in  London  until  the  tyranny  was  overpassed — 
many  being  plundered  and  maltreated  during  their  migra- 
tion. 

In  January,  1041,  the  Common  Council  resolved  that  a 
letter  should  be  forwarded  to  the  members  for  Bristol,  re- 
presenting the  wrong  done  to  the  cit}^ — a  Staple  Town — by 
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tlie  landing,  with  the  assent  of  the  officers  of  Customs,  of 
wools  at  Minehead,  "  which  ought  to  be  landed  here."  The 
grievance  alleged  by  a  body  that  was  frequently  clamorous 
against  the  favours  bestowed  on  London  was  one  unlikely 
to  meet  with  much  sympathy  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
then  busily  engaged  in  abolishing  obnoxious  privileges, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  subject  was  ever  in- 
troduced. The  members  were  further  instructed  to  seek 
redress  against  the  persons  who,  during  the  late  despotism, 
"  by  unjust  informations  to  his  Majesty,  and  by  unwarrant- 
able proceedings  in  the  city,"  had  injured  and  abused  local 
merchants  ''  by  entering  into  the  Merchants'  Hall,  taking 
away  their  books  of  account  and  other  writings,  and  by 
procuring  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  pursuivanted  up 
and  unjustly  dealt  with."  It  seems  pretty  certain  that 
some  of  the  persons  thus  denounced  were  the  London  vint- 
ners, who  had  farmed  the  illegal  wine  duty,  and  whose 
imperious  conduct  in  the  city  has  been  already  described. 

Amongst  the  numberless  petitiouers  who  were  then  be- 
sieging the  House  of  Commons  was  the  indomitable  Pill 
landowner,  Mr.  Morgan,  who  raised  a  grievous  moan  over 
his  demolished  pothouses  and  his  punisliment  for  having 
done  what  he  liked  with  his  own.  The  Corporation  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  his  mal- 
practices, and  the  Town  Clerk  was  sent  up  to  AVestminster 
to  offer  detailed  explanations.  The  subject  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

A  commission  was  issued  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
July,  addressed  to  Thomas  Colston,  Nathaniel  Cale,  and 
other  local  merchants,  ordering  them  to  liold  an  inquiry 
in  reference  to  a  suit  raised  by  a  Customs  "Waiter  against 
"William  Penneye,  Bryan  liogers,  and  other  Bristolians. 
The  commissioners  accordingly  held  a  court  in  September 
at  the  Rose  tavern,  then  a  noted  hostelry,  and  many  wit- 
nesses were  examined.  The  case  arose  out  of  the  King's 
edict  jDrohibiting  the  importation  of  tobacco  into  Bristol 
(see  p.  110),  and  the  evidence  shows  how  local  merchants 
were  driven  to  seek  relief  from  the  edict.  It  was  deposed 
that  in  November,  1G37,  the  Lord  Treasurer,  on  the  earnest 
petition  (and  doubtless  at  the  heavy  charge)  of  Richard 
Lock,  merchant,  and  with  the  approval  of  Lord  Goring  and 
others,  farmers  of  the  tobacco  duty,  ordered  the  Customs 
officers  at  Bristol  to  j^ermit  Lock  to  land  a  cargo  of  tobacco 
from  St.  Kitts.  Also  that  the  same  Minister,  in  January', 
1G38,  on  the  prayer  of  Penneye,  gave  similar  license  for  the 
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landing  at  this  port  of  ninety  cwt.  of  tobacco  from  Bar- 
badoes,  and  in  the  following  month  granted  permission  to 
a  ship  to  take  in  as  much  St.  Kitts  tobacco  as  would 
"victual"  her  for  a  voyage  to  France.  The  jn'osecutor 
further  deposed  that  during  the  last-mentioned  year  cer- 
tain ships  brought  large  quantities  of  tobacco  into  the 
Avon,  and  landed  some  Avithout  warrant,  and  that  when 
he  attempted  to  seize  part  of  this  prohil>ited  merchandise 
he  was  thwarted  by  the  defendants.  The  evidence  on  the 
other  side  disclosed  the  real  cause  of  the  prosecution.  The 
defendant  Rogers  was  the  local  agent  of  the  tobacco  farmers, 
and  had  been  accustomed,  with  their  approval,  to  grant 
licenses  to  merchants  to  land  tobacco,  on  their  paying  hand- 
somely for  the  privilege  in  addition  to  the  regular  duty. 
Gale,  one  of  the  commissioners,  deposed  that  he  had  himself 
bought  40,0(X)  weight  by  an  arrangement  with  one  of  Lord 
Goring's  oflicers.  Other  witnesses  asserted  that  much  of 
the  tobacco  alleged  to  have  been  smuggled  out  of  Hung- 
road  was  in  fact  delivered  to  the  agents  of  the  farmers,  and 
sent  to  London  in  accordance  with  the  King's  mandate, 
whilst  the  full  duty  was  paid  on  what  remained  in  Bristol. 
The  whole  testimony  raises  a  suspicion  that  the  prosecuting 
Landing  Waiter  was  irritated  by  seeing  that  the  bribes  he 
coveted  for  himself  went  into  the  pockets  of  other  people. 
He  doubtless  dropped  his  suit,  of  which  there  is  no  further 
mention. 

The  growing  wealth  of  the  Corporation  is  indicated  by  a 
resolution  adopted  in  August,  whereby  the  amiual  allow- 
ance of  £52  previously  made  to  the  Mayor  was  increased  to 
.€ll>l,  and  for  serving  a  second  time  the  sum  was  raised  to 
A!2()S.  The  Chamberlain's  salary  was  increased  about  the 
same  time  from  £2t)  to  £50,  exclusive  of  Ins  numerous 
fees. 

A  great  panic  arose  during  the  summer  in  consequence  of 
an  outbreak  of  Plague  at  Taunton  and  other  towns.  The 
Cor23oration  adojjted  the  customary  measures  to  prevent 
infection,  watchmen  being  posted  at  the  Gates  to  keep  out 
suspicious  visitors,  whilst  inhabitants  showing  symptoms 
of  infection  were  closely  shut  up  in  their  houses,  ancf  sup- 
])lied  with  food  until  their  convalescence  was  no  longer 
doubtful.  A  physician  and  a  barber  received  £2  from  the 
Chamberlain  for  looking  after  suspected  invalids,  but  the 
leeches  themselves  fell  into  a  sickly  condition,  and  were 
rigorously  confined  to  their  homes,  the  doctor  afterwards 
receiving  £4  and  the  barber  £10  in  comj)ensation  for  the 
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.suspension  of  their  businesses.  Towards  tlie  close  of  tlie 
year  the  chronic  distress  of  the  working  chisses  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  excessive  dearness  of  Kingswood  coal,  the 
cause  of  which  is  not  explained.  Several  shiploads  of  fuel 
were  consequently  brought  from  Swansea  and  sold  to  the 
poor  at  cost-price.  Perhaps  to  cheer  the  spirits  of  the 
citizens,  the  Corporation  perambulated  the  boundaries  of 
the  borough  with  unusual  ceremon}^,  a  banquet  being  held 
in  the  open  air,  followed  by  a  great  duck  hunt  at  Treen 
Mills  (the  site  of  Bathurst  Basin).  One  of  the  last  disburse- 
ments of  the  year  was  for  raising  bonfires  before  the  Maj-or's 
house  and  the  High  Cross  on  the  King's  safe  return  out  of 
Scotland — a  further  proof  of  the  loyaltj^  of  the  Corporation. 

The  uninterrupted  sittings  of  Parliament  would  in  any 
case  have  greatly  increased  the  '•  wages  "  due  to  the  city 
representatives.  The  charge  was  still  further  augmented 
by  the  liberality  of  the  Common  Council,  who  raised  the 
honorarium  to  each  member  from  4s.  to  (js.  Sd.  per  day. 
For  the  year  ending  October  those  gentlemen  received 
£2U()  for  809  days'  services.  Upwards  of  £1CKJ  was  sub- 
sequently paid  to  them  fur  the  further  period  they  were  at 
Westminster  previous  to  their  expulsion  from  the  House. 

]\todern  historians  concur  in  fixing  on  the  opening  weeks 
of  1642  as  the  turning-point  in  the  great  struggle  between 
Charles  I.  and  his  Parliament.  The  latter,  whose  polic}^ 
was  originally  supported  b}^  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  nation,  had  been  sitting  for  fifteen  months,  during 
which  it  had  swept  away  innumerable  abuses  and  re- 
established the  constitutional  rights  so  long  trampled 
upon.  Great  p()])ular  movements  an.i  generally  followed 
by  a  reaction,  and  the  \'ery  achievements  of  the  Parliament 
tended  to  cool  the  zeal  of  many  moderi,te  and  cautious 
observers.  Symptoms,  moreover,  were  not  wanting  of 
the  rise  of  a  school  of  politicians  which,  not  content  Avith 
reinstating  the  nation  in  its  rights  and  liberties,  aimed  at 
fundamental  changes  in  the  system  of  government,  as  well 
political  as  ecclesiastical.  As  a  natural  consequence,  con- 
servative instincts  became  alarmed  at  the  prospect,  and  an 
ever-increasing  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  rallied  to 
the  support  of  the  Crown.  Had  the  King  displayed 
prudence  and  foresight  in  circumstances  so  favourable  to 
him,  it  seems  unquestionable  that  his  triumph  over  the 
revolutionary  theorists  would  have  been  speedy  and  com- 
plete. But  in  his  impatience  to  trample  on  his  enemies  he 
brought  ruin  on  liimself.     On   January  4tli,   accompanied 
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b}''  a  band  of  armed  and  insolent  troopers,  who  blocked  the 
approaches  to  the  Honse  of  Commons,  he  entered  the 
Chamber  itself,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Pym, 
the  ablest  of  the  Puritan  leaders  (a  native  of  Somerset), 
and  four  others,  whose  treason,  he  said,  was  entitled  to  no 
privilege.  The  outrage,  committed  in  the  teeth  of  his 
promise  a  few  days  before,  "  on  the  honour  of  a  King,"  to 
defend  the  privileges  of  the  House,  destroyed  the  belief  of 
thousands  in  his  good  faith,  banished  their  hope  of  recon- 
ciliation and  peace,  and  kindled  a  widespread  feeling  that 
His  Majesty,  even  whilst  making  many  concessions,  was 
still  looking  forward  to  the  re-establishment  of  absolutism 
and  a  bloody  revenge. 

These  facts  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  reviewing  the 
local  incidents  of  tlie  crisis.  It  has  been  sliown  in  the  fore- 
going pages  that  the  Corporation,  though  complaining  of 
many  grievances,  had  remained  loyal  to  the  Crown.  But 
there  are  many^  indications,  after  the  attempt  on  the  five 
members,  that  the  local  supporters  of  Parliament  increased 
in  influence  and  numbers.  The  arrival  in  the  port  of  about 
4(X)  famishing  Irish  Protestants,  who  had  escaped  from  the 
savages  then  massacring  thousands  of  English  blood  in  the 
King's  name,  added  fuel  to  the  growing  disaffection.  Al- 
read}^,  one  of  the  ca])taincies  in  the  trained  bands  liaving 
become  vacant,  the  Council  had  appointed  "William  Cann, 
a  prominent  partisan  of  the  Parliament,  to  the  post.  Early 
in  February  the  members  for  the  city,  by  direction  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  nuule  an  agreement  with  Miles  Jackson 
and  William  Merrick,  two  local  merchants  of  "Eoundhead" 
principles,  to  man,  equip,  and  victual  three  ships,  with  guns 
and  ammunition  equal  to  meu-of-war,  for  a  cruise  of  eight 
months,  the  outlay  for  which  Parliament  undertook  to 
repay.  About  the  same  time  tlie  King,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Mayor,  after  complaining  of  "  upstart  sects  in  religion"  and 
of  the  rebellious  conduct  of  some  malevolent  citizens,  ordered 
his  worship  to  receive  no  troops  either  on  his  own  side  or 
that  of  the  Parliament,  but  to  defend  the  city  for  His 
Majesty's  use.  But  the  sympath}''  of  the  Corporation 
was  so  far  from  being  evoked  that  (if  we  may  trust  Mr. 
Seyer,  probably  quoting  some  chronicle)  before  the  King's 
messenger  had  left  the  city  the  IMayor  dispatclied  four 
cannon  to  jNTarlborough  to  assist  in  fortifying  that  place 
against  His  IMajesty.  On  March  15th  the  Common  Council 
appointed  a  numerous  committee  to  draw  up  "a  fit  peti- 
tion to  Parliament,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  burgesses  and 
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inliabitants,  as  well  for  thanks  to  be  given  them  as  touching 
other  tilings."  A  copj^  of  this  petition  has  not  been  pre- 
served, but  it  is  obvious  that  its  promoters  were  not  friendly 
to  the  King.  Threatened  violence,  however,  was  firmly 
provided  against.  In  April,  when  it  was  reported  that 
preparations  were  being  made  for  a  rising  in  the  Eedcliff 
district,  the  sheriffs  were  directed  to  j^roceed  there  with  a 
sufficient  force,  and  to  seize  the  clubs  and  other  weapons  of 
those  engaged  in  the  confederacy.  On  May  21st  the  Com- 
mon Council,  after  a  full  debate,  resolved  that  petitions  in 
favour  of  reconciliation  should  be  addressed  both  to  the 
King  and  the  Parliament,  and  a  committee  of  ten  members, 
selected  equally  from  the  two  parties,  Avas  apjjointed  to 
draw  them  up  with  all  expedition.  The  task,  as  might 
have  been  foreseen,  proved  insuperable,  and  the  subsequent 
selection  of  two  ardent  Royalist  clergymen,  Messrs.  Towgood 
and  Standfast,  directed  to  revise  the  draft  memorials,  was 
little  calculated  to  restore  harmony.  After  nearly  two 
months'  contention,  the  Council  resolved  to  shelve  both 
])etitions  "  in  regard  they  have  been  so  long  retarded." 
Before  that  time,  in  fact,  the  civic  body  had  definitely 
abandoned  the  Royalist  cause.  On  June  7tli  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  sent  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  requesting  contributions  from  the  city, 'by  way 
of  loan,  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  and  the  support  of 
the  army  in  Ireland  ;  whereupon  the  Common  Council 
resolved  that  £l,rKJO  should  be  lent  to  Parliament  for  those 
purposes,  and  that  loans  shoukl  also  be  invited  from  the 
members  individually  and  from  the  inhabitants.  Alto- 
gether, the  subscription  in  the  Council  Chamber,  apart 
from  the  o<M-[>()rato  vote,  amounted  to  £2,625.  The  Mayor 
(.lohn  Locke)  offered  £50.  Eight  of  the  aldermen  gave 
£8(.X)  amongst  them.  One  councillor  (Richard  Aid  worth) 
put  down  liis  name  for  £150.  Two  others  subscribed  £1(X) 
each,  and  most  of  the  others  either  £50  or  £25.  It  is  a 
surprising  fact  that  Robert  Yeamans  and  Thomas  Colston, 
afterwards  famous  as  Ro3''a]ists,  contributed  £50  each.  The 
only  non-subscribers  were  Aldermen  Jones  and  Tajdor,  and 
Francis  Creswick,  Gabriel  Sherinan,  John  Gonning,  Miles 
Jackson,  John  Langton,  Edward  Pitt,  and  John  Bush. 

Contemporaneously  Avith  the  important  incident  just  re- 
corded, an  event  occurred  in  the  city  which  is  now  not  a 
little  iDcwildering.  On  May  12tli  the  House  of  Commons, 
after  many  previous  discussions  on  monopolies,  during 
which  the  licenses  held  by  Bristol  merchants  were  doubt- 
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less  sliarply  criticised,  resolved  that  Humphrey  Hooke  and 
Richard  Long,  the  two  members  for  the  city,  were  "  bene- 
ficiaries in  the  project  of  wines,"  contrary  to  the  order  of 
the  House,  and  thereby  disqualified  to  sit  in  Parliament, 
A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  issue,  and  an  election  took  place 
early  in  June,  when  the  Recorder,  Sir  John  Glanville,  was 
reinstated  in  his  former  position,  and  Alderman  John  Tay- 
lor was  returned  as  his  colleague.  As  the  new  members 
have  always  been  described  as  ardent  Royalists,  their  selec- 
tion seems  to  be  in  astounding  contradiction  to  the  action 
of  the  Common  Council,  The  only  feasible  explanation 
appears  to  be  that  the  opinions  of  the  new  representatives, 
like  those  of  many  Avorthy  men  at  that  period,  were  per- 
plexed and  uncertain,  and  that  in  a  personal  light  they 
were  generally  respected  for  moderation  and  ability. 
Moreover,  whilst  the  ex-Speaker's  position  in  the  Short 
Parliament  had  cast  a  reflected  credit  on  his  constituents, 
Mr.  Taylor  was,  for  some  time  longer,  so  much  in  harmony 
with  the  policy  of  the  House  of  Commons  that,  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  subscribed  £50  towards  the 
needs  of  Parliament,  "  and  promised  more,  if  needful,"  The 
annalists  of  the  time  are  absolutely  silent  in  reference  to 
this  remarkable  election,  which  was  also  unknown  to  both 
Mr.  Barrett  and  Mr,  Seyer, 

The  King  having  resolved  on  war,  the  Marquis  of  Hert- 
ford, Lord-Lieutenant  of  Somerset  and  Bristol,  received  a 
commission  to  proceed  to  the  AVest  to  secure  the  county  for 
the  royal  cause,  and  to  seek  for  the  sympathy  and  support 
of  Bristol,  the  importance  of  which,  in  every  point  of  view, 
was  rogard(Hl  as  vital  both  l)y  His  ^lajfsty  and  his  oppo- 
nents. At  a  meeting  uf  the  Council  on  July  11th,  it  was 
intimated  that  his  lordship  was  drawing  near,  A/hereupon 
"  it  was  thought  fitting"  that  he  should  be  suitably  enter- 
tained, so  that  he  might  not  "be  driven  to  take  up  his 
lodgings  at  an  inn."  The  Great  House  on  St.  Augustine's 
Back  having  been  oftered  for  this  pur])Ose  by  Sir  Per- 
dinando  Grorges  and  Mr.  Smyth,  of  Long  Asliton,  they 
were  thanked  "  for  their  love,"  and  suitable  provision  was 
made  for  the  expected  guest.  The  Marquis,  however,  took 
up  his  quarters  at  AVells,  contenting  himself  with  apply- 
ing to  the  Mayor,  through  Sir  P,  Gorges  and  Mr.  Smyth, 
for  permission  to  send  some  troops  of  cavahy  into  Bristol  ; 
but  this  the  Mayor  promptl}^  refused,  pleading  the  King's 
orders  against  the  admittance  of  soldiers  on  either  side. 
Lord  Hertford,  a  few  days  later,  whilst  moving  on  Bristol 
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with,  no  friendly  intent,  was  defeated  at  Cliewton  Mendip, 
and  his  forces  were  scattered  by  the  troops  collected  by 
Alexander  Pophani  and  other  Puritan  gentry.  The  House 
of  Commons  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  of 
Somerset  for  their  gallantry,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  M.P.,  was 
directed  to  thank  the  Bristolians  who  had  "  showed  for- 
ward "  in  the  affair.  ]\Ir.  Smyth,  who  had  been  in  the 
Iv-oyalist  camp,  for  which  he  was  expelled  from  Parliament, 
tied  to  Minehead,  and  thence  to  Cardiff,  where  he  soon  after 
died. 

The  combat  at  Chewton  Mendip  stirred   the  Council  to 
take  vigorous  action  for  improving  the  defences  of  the  city, 
and  for  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
event  of  a  siege.     On  August  14th  it  was  ordered  that  the 
■city  Gates  should  be  repairetl  and  made  strong  with  chains 
.and  other  necessaries,  that  all  defects  in  the  walls  should 
be  made  good,  and  that  suitable  onlnance  and  ammunition, 
Avitli  live  skilled  gunners,  should  be  provided.     The  alder- 
men were  directed  to  visit  their  wards  and  to  report  as  to 
what  arms  were  in  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants,   what 
persons  were  able  to  bear  them  Imt  were  unjjrovided,  and 
what  number  of  unarmed  men  were  in  a  j^osition  to  equip 
themselves.     And  the  Chamberlain  received  orders  to  bor- 
]'0w  £1,000  forthwith,  and  £1,000  as  occasion  required,  for 
the  purchase  of  corn,  butter,   cheese,  and  other  provisions 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  other  inhabitants.      A  few 
(kiys  later,    it    was    resolved  that    300    muskets    and    150 
corslets  should  be  added  to  the  city's  store  of  arms.     The 
erection  of    an    extensive  line  of    outworks  was  not   then 
(•ou(('urj)late(l.     One  of   the  committees  appointed   to  carry 
out  the  above    resolutions    rej)orlcd    tluit,  a  jnece  of  void 
ground   between  Bridewell   and   the  Pithay  Gate,  witli  a 
tower  there,   was  "  a  very  fit  and   consideraltle  jjlace  for 
planting  one  piece  of  ordnance  for  the  safety  of  the  city," 
and  the  Council  approved  of  the  proposal  and  ordered  it  to 
be  carried  out.     A  very  great  quantity  of  gunpowder,  bul- 
lets, etc.,  was  purchased,  much  of  the  powder  beiug  stored 
in  the  Guildhall !     The  Mayor  was  directed  to  buy  a  cargo 
of  1(.)0  tons  of  wheat,  offered  at  the  then  enormous  price  of 
V>2s.  per  quarter.     Of  butter  about  3,500  lb.  was  obtained 
from  Wales  and  Newport  at  a  cost  of  £413.     Altogether 
£1,900  were  exjoended  for  jDrovisions,  the  money  being  bor- 
rowed from   divers    persons.       Lady  Mansell,  of    Margam 
Abbey,   generously  lent  £500  free  of    interest,  Alderman 
Holworthy  advanced  £500  at  6   per  cent.,    but  Alderman 
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Gonning,  whom  some  annalists  style  a  Royalist,  demanded 
7  per  cent,  interest  for  a  loan  of  the  same  sum. 

The  minute-books  bearing  on  these  transactions  are  uni- 
formly reticent  as  to  the  political  opinions  of  the  predomi- 
nant party.  But  the  members  of  the  committee  chosen  to 
strengthen  the  defences  are  known  to  have  been  zealous 
Parliamentarians,  and  one  of  them,  Joseph  Jackson,  was 
appointed  trained-band  captain  of  an  additional  company 
of  100  men  raised  during  the  summer.  The  Corporation, 
moreover,  obeyed  the  order  of  Parliament  that  Denzil  Hol- 
ies, one  of  the  Puritan  leaders,  should  be  admitted  to  re- 
view the  trained  bands — a  fact  which  excludes  all  doubt 
as  to  the  principles  animating  tlie  majority  both  of  the 
Council  and  the  civic  militia.  But,  as  if  to  soothe  the  feel- 
ings of  the  minority,  the  hospitality  liitlierto  always  ac- 
corded to  the  reviewing  officer  was  conspicuous  from  its 
absence,  the  Chamberlain's  onl}?-  disbursement  on  the  occa- 
sion being  33.s'.,  the  pay  of  six  drummers,  six  "  ])hifers," 
and  the  usual  sergeants.  It  is  somewhat  amazing,  more- 
over, to  find  that  at  a  time  when  the  King  had  taken  the 
field,  and  blood  had  already  been  spilt,  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  gave  themselves  up  to  two  days  of  jollification, 
and  spent  more  than  was  usual  on  their  duck-hunting  and 
Froom  fishing  sports.  The  Council  were  still  apathetic  in 
October,  when  about  2,000  soldiers,  under  orders  for  Ire- 
land, arrived  in  the  city,  accompanied  by  two  members  of 
Parliament,  who  had  instructions  to  apply  to  the  Corpora- 
tion for  an  additional  loan.  The  deputies,  writing  to  the 
Speaker  on  the  17th,  stated  that  they  had  seen  the  Mayor 
and  many  other  well-atFected  persons,  judging  by  their 
words,  but  nothing  had  boon  subscribed.  The}''  had  also 
seen  the  aldermanic  body,  and  put  them  in  miiul  of  their 
duties,  but  their  only  answer  was  a  request  for  time  to  con- 
sider. There  was  also  nothing  being  collected  for  Customs, 
which  was  an  evil  example  to  other  towns.  Two  days 
later,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  it  was  resolved  that,  in 
view  of  the  recent  heavy  disbursements  and  decay  of  trade, 
no  money  could  be  lent,  and  Mr.  Hooke,  Mr.  Colston,  and 
others  were  directed  to  draw  up  a  "meet  answer"  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  agreed  that 
a  large  outlay  for  victualling  and  shipping  the  troops 
should  be  advanced  by  the  Corporation,  on  the  faith  of 
the  Speaker's  promise  of  repa3nnent  (which  was  redeemed 
in  the  following  year)  ;  that  the  work  of  fortifying  the 
Castie  should  be  taken  in  hand   forthwith,  and  that   the 
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owners  of  hovels  standing  against  or  about  the  Tower  (the 
Norman  Keep)  should  be  compounded  with,  and  the  dwell- 
ings demolished. 

The  assumed  attitude  of  neutrality  became  practically 
untenable  in  the  following  week.  On  October  "24th  the 
House  of  Commons,  losing  patience,  addressed  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Mayor,  the  Sheriffs,  Aldermen  Tomlinson, 
Charlton,  Holworthy,  and  Vickris,  and  Luke  Hodges,  coun- 
cillor, requiring  them  to  go  from  house  to  house,  through- 
out the  city,  asking  for  all  men's  subscriptions  to  the  Par- 
liament, and  to  receive  money,  plate,  and  horses  on  behalf 
of  the  cause.  Under  the  influence  of  this  spur,  and  of  the 
more  exciting  incidents  about  to  be  recorded,  the  Council 
on  November  1st  raised  a  subscription  amongst  themselves 
with  practical  unanimity.  Six  aldermen  contributed  £20 
each,  and  tlieir  four  colleagues  from  £5  to  £10.  The  only 
other,_  Mr.  Taylor,  was  in  the  Plouse  of  Commons.  The 
councillors  gave  from  £10  to  £4,  the  only  non-subscribers 
being  F.  Croswick,  T.  Colston,  and  Thomas  Hooke.  Direc- 
tions were  then  given  to  each  alderman  to  visit  his  ward, 
accompanied  by  the  clergy,  churcliwardens,  and  chief  con- 
stables, and  to  collect  from  those  of  ability  to  contribute. 
The  result  was  recorded  by  the  Chamberlain  in  tlie  follow- 
ing January : — "  Eeceived  of  several  persons,  Avhich  was 
lent  to  furnish  the  present  occasions  of  King  and  Kingdom, 
£2,397  135.  Ihcl.  (besides  1,591  ounces  of  plate  afterwards 
delivered  back  to  the  owners,  only  some  four  parcels  are 
sold)."  An  additional  item  follows  of  .£182  9,s'.  M.  received 
for  827  ounces  of  plate,  contributed  by  Messrs.  Tomlinson, 
Sherman,  Wyatt,  Miles  Jackson,  and  Young,  and  sold  to  a 
goldsmith,  raising  the  total  subscription  to  nearly  £2,000. 

The  Common  Council's  change  of  front  at  this  juncture, 
however,  was  mainly  caused,  not  by  the  letter  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  by  the  action  of  the  Puritan  gentry  in  the 
neighbouring  counties.  On  October  24th  the  Chamber  had 
to  deliberate  upon  a  letter  forwarded  by  the  Association  of 
Somerset,  Gloucestershire,  and  Wilts,  "  desiring  a  mutual  as- 
sociation with  the  city  for  the  defence  of  the  King  and  King- 
dom against  all  forces  sent  into  the  district  without  consent 
of  Parliament."  It  was  resolved  to  assent  to  such  an  asso- 
ciation, and  a  committee  of  four  members  was  appointed  to 
confer  Avith  the  promoters  of  the  design.  A  letter  to  the 
gentry  approving  of  the  scheme  was  also  unanimously 
adopted.  In  the  following  week  it  was  determined  that,  in 
addition  to  the  military  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
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city,  an  armed  ship  should  be  fitted  out,  to  be  followed  by 
another,  if  found  necessary.  A  hundred  musketeers  were  to 
be  in  arms  every  night,  under  the  supervision  of  five  of  the 
Council,  who  were  to  undertake  this  duty  by  turns.  "  And 
'tis  thought  fit  that  a  drum  or  two  be  at  each  Gate  as 
occasion  shall  require  in  those  times  of  distraction." 

The  fight  at  Edgehill,  on  October  23rd,  ought  to  have 
convinced  all  parties  that  a  peaceful  compromise  had  become 
hopeless.  Yet  the  minutes  of  a  pathetic  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  November  8th  cannot  be  read  without  a  feeling 
of  pity  and  respect  for  men  overridden  by  events  beyond 
their  control.  "  This  day,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Sheriff's 
and  Common  Council  have  declared  themselves  to  be  in  love 
and  amity  one  with  another,  and  do  desire  a  friendly  asso- 
ciation together  in  all  mutual  accommodation."  The  former 
idea  of  appealing  to  both  King  and  Parliament  was  revived, 
and  a  committee 'of  seventeen  members  was  appointed  to 
frame  a  petition  to  each,  praying  for  reconciliation,  and 
also  to  draw  up  an  "association"  for  the  signature  of  all 
the  inhabitants.  Mr.  Towgood  and  Mr.  Standish  were 
further  desired,  as  representative  of  all  the  city  clergy,  to 
meet  the  committee  "for  an  amiable  accommodation  one 
with  another  throughout  the  whole  city."  At  another 
meeting,  two  days  later,  the  committee  produced  the  two 
petitions,  which  were  approved,  and  delegates  Avere  selected 
to  present  them,  but  there  is  indirect  evidence  that  the 
matter  went  no  further. 

Amicable  resolutions  could  not  stay  the  inevitable  course 
of  events.  On  November  2-lth  the  Council,  after  giving 
diroft  ions  for  "  now  planking  "  of  the  great  Keep,  to  enable 
cannon  to  be  mounted  there,  ordered  that  "earthworks  be 
made  in  all  needful  places  round  about  the  pity  for  the 
necessary  defence  thereof  .  .  .  with  all  expedition."  ^  This 
is  the  only  definite  information  contained  in  the  minute- 
books  respecting  the  extensive  line  of  fortifications  that 
speedily  grew  up.  And  there  is  a  remarkable  lack  of  informa- 
tion as  to  tlie  manner  in  which  the  execution  was  effected 
of  works  which  even  in  the  present  day  would  be  considered 
formidable,  and  which  then  must  have  involved  an  enormous 
strain  on  the  resources  of  the  citizens.  The  only  part  of  the 
ancient  walls  which  could  be  made  serviceable  was  the 
comparatively  short  line  of  ramparts  extending  from  Red- 
cliff  Hill  to  a  place  on  the  Avon  known  as  Tower  Harritz, 
now  <;overed  by  the  Railway  Station.  From  the  bank  of 
the  Avon  fronting  Tower  Harritz  to  Lawford's  Gate,  and 
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tlience  by  way  of  Stokes  Croft,  Kingsclown,  St.  Micliael's 
Hill,  and  Brandon  Hill  to  "  Water  Fort  "  on  tlie  Avon, 
near  the  site  of  what  was  later  Limekiln  Dock — a  total 
distance  of  nearly  three  miles — a  "  graff,"  or  rough  wall, 
had  to  be  built,  defended  on  the  outer  side  by  a  trench, 
which  for  a  great  distance  had  to  be  excavated  out  of  a  tena- 
cious rock  ;  and  three  bastioned  forts  had  to  be  erected 
on  the  dominant  positions  of  Prior's  Hill,  "Windmill  Hill 
(now  Tyndall  House),  and  Brandon  Hill.  AVater  Fort,  a 
few  redoubts  to  strengthen  the  graif,  a  "  sconce  "  at  Totter- 
down  to  command  the  southern  road,  and  some  batteries  in 
the  Marsh  to  guard  against  an  attack  by  water,  were  sub- 
sidiary labours.  Seeing  what  progress  had  been  made  in 
this  vast  undertaking  early  in  the  following  summer,  when 
Prince  Rupert's  army  appeared,  it  is  certain  that  a  host  of 
labourers  must  have  been  employed  throughout  the  winter. 
The  outlay  on  the  works  cannot  bo  ascertained,  but  on  one 
occasion  the  city  treasurer  recorded  a  payment,  on  account, 
of  £1,260,  of  Avhich  £527  had  been  received  from  parochial 
collectors.  This  seems  to  prove  that  assessments  were  made 
upon  the  householders,  and  doubtless  much  of  the  expendi- 
ture was  defrayed  by  means  (jf  rates.  Although  the 
account-books  contain  little  information  as  to  the  facts,  a 
minute  oddly  inserted  in  the  Bargain  Book  sliows  that 
£2,000  were  borrowed  from  William  Yeamans  and  other 
trustees  of  Michael  Meredith,  half  of  which  was  lent 
"  gratis  for  a  time,"  and  the  other  moiety  at  5  per  cent.  ; 
£500  more,  "orphanage  money,"  was  taken  at  the  same 
rate ;  while  Alderman  Charlton,  for  a  loan  of  £5(K.),  and 
Alderman  CTonning,  for  £ol»0,  demanded  S  per  cent, 
interest.  It  will  be  seen  later  on  that  C(insiderable  grants 
in  aid  were  made  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  October  the  Corporation 
had  agreed  to  enter  into  the  Association  of  the  neighbour- 
ing counties  for  the  support  of  the  Parliament.  Nothing, 
however,  had  been  done  to  carry  out  this  arrangement  when, 
at  the  Council  meeting  on  November  24th,  information  came 
to  hand  that  the  county  gentry,  angry  at  the  delay,  in- 
tended to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis.  A  letter,  it  was  alleged, 
had  been  sent  by  Alexander  Popham  to  Captain  Harrington 
of  the  city  trained  bands,  announcing  his  purpose  to  bring 
forces  to  Bristol,  and  desiring  Harrington  to  be  ready  with 
the  trained  bands  and  volunteers  to  join  him  at  an  hour's 
notice,  but  in  tlie  meantime  to  keep  the  design  secret.  The 
Council,    in   much   perturbation,  rerj^uested  the  Ma3'or  and 
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Aldermen  to  write  to  Popliam,  "our  loving  fnend,"_   dis- 
suading liiin  from  taking  such  a  step  without  their  privity. 
"  AVe  shall  be  glad,"  said  the  missive.  "  when  occasion  shall 
require,  to  receive  all  friendly  assistance  from  you,  but  as 
we  now  stand  we  conceive  there  is  none."    The  Corporation, 
in  fact,  had  gone  back  to  armed  neutrality,     Popham,  who 
liad  advanced  to  Pcnsford,  replied  on  the  following  day, 
denying  the  alleged  intention,  but  pointing  out  that  the 
Council's  lack  of  zeal  was  perilous  to  the  city  and  surround- 
ing districts,   and  might  well  cause  him  "  to  think  of   a 
remedy."      The   remedy   was    indeed    already   determined 
upon.      In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  November  2()th,  a 
letter  was  read  from  Sir  Edward  Hungerford   and   other 
allies  of  Popham,  stating  that  the  Cavaliers  were  rejjorted 
to  be  preparing  an   attack  on  Bristol,  and  that  the  well- 
alfected  citizens  had  besought  the  help  of  the  writers,  which 
was  willingly    oft'ored,  but  that  the  magistrates   scrupled 
to    admit   them    without   an   order   of    Parliament.      The 
majority  of  the  aldermen,  it  was  added,  were  suspected  of 
being    malignants,    but    of    the    commonalty   there    were 
three  good  to  one  ill-afiected  member.     Authority  to  lead 
1,0L)0    of   the   county   troops    into    the    city    was     there- 
fore requested,  and  an  order  to  that  effect  was  approved  by 
both  Houses.     Before  this  mandate  was  issued,  however,  the 
Common  Council,  at  Pojiham's  invitation,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  the  associated  gentry  at  Bath,  on  the  28th. 
At  the  same  time  an  effort  was  made  to  suppress  the  wear- 
ing of  colours  and  badges  on  the  hats  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  forming  into  antagonistic  factions.     The  result  of 
the  conference  at  Bath  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to  the 
county  gentry.     TMie  Bristol  delegates  declined  to  co-operate 
in  any  decisive  step,  and  asked  for  further  time  to  consider 
the  Association's  proposals.     The  delay  was  regarded  as  a 
mere  evasion,  and  the  gentry,  who  must  soon  after  have 
received  the  Parliamentary  warrant,  resolved  to  take  action. 
On  December  2nd  the  Mayor  and  ten  aldermen  wrote  to 
Popham  and  Sir  John  Seymour,  alleging  that  no  time  was 
being  lost  in  considering  the  proposals  of  the  Association. 
"  But  on  learning  that  a  company  of  volunteers  rode  into 
Bedminster  yesterday,  where  they   yet  remain  in_  increas- 
.  ing  numbers,  and  the  report  of  some  others  to  be  billeted  at 
wT^stbury  and  adjoining  places  to  encompass  the  city,  and 
then  (assouK^  give  out)  to  enter  the  same,  hath  so  distracted 
us  that  until  we  receive  some  overtures  from  you  as  to  what 
is  intended,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  satisfy   your  expecta- 
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tions."  This  assumed  firmness  was  followed  up,  it  would 
appear,  by  the  mounting  of  a  few  cannon  and  the  mustering 
of  the  trained  bands,  but  soon  ended  in  submission.  The 
order  of  Parliament  to  admit  the  county  troops  was  received 
on  December  Brd.  On  the  7tli  letters  were  forwarded  to 
Popliam,  Seymour,  and  Edward  Stephens,  an  energetic 
Gloucestershire  leader,  stating  that  the  Corporation  had 
already  sent  off  messengers  to  inform  them  of  the  number 
of  troopers  the  city  would  entertain,  "with  all  cheerful- 
ness," but  that  these  envoys  had  been  detained  as  prisoners 
by  Colonel  Essex,  who,  with  his  forces  and  the  trained 
bands  of  Gloucestershire,  "  are  this  night  to  be  at  or 
about  Thornbury,  with  intent  to  be  here  to-morrow."  The 
letters  ended  with  a  request  that  the  county  gentlemen 
would  come  into  the  city  next  morning  before  Essex's 
arrival,  "  whereby  we  may  accommodate  the  premises  to 
avoid  effusion  of  blood,  which  otherwise  will  undoubtedly 
happen.";  which  proves  that  the  Eoyalists  were  preparing 
for  resistance 

There  is  no  trustworthy  account  of  the  entry  of  the 
Parliamentarj^  forces.  The  most  graphic  narrative  was 
first  produced  by  Barrett,  and  was  probabl}'-  founded  on 
oral  tradition,  as  tliere  is  no  reference  to  any  written 
document.  Tlie  fact  that  it  misdates  tlie  event,  and  de- 
scribes the  conduct  of  tlie  city  authorities  in  a  manner 
utterly  irreconcilable  with  the  letters  quoted  above,  casts 
mucli  suspicion  on  its  authenticity.  The  story  in  brief  is^ 
that  when  Essex's  forces  appeared  on  "  December  5th,"  the 
citizens  flew  to  arms,  and  tlie  Council  assembled  at  the 
Tolzey  to  devise  measures  for  preserving  the  city  for  the 
King,  when  a  number  of  women,  with  the  jNTayor's  wife  at 
their  lunul,  burst  into  the  Chamber  clamouring  for  tlie  ad- 
mittance of  the  soldiers,  and  so  complete!}'-  upset  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  civic  dignitaries  that  the  Gates  were  forthwith 
opened,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  commons.  Other  accounts, 
more  inaccurate  as  to  date,  and  still  less  credible  as  to 
details,  are  given  in  the  calendars  and  summarized  in  Mr, 
Seyer's  history.  They  allege  that  Essex  was  before  the 
town  as  early  as  December  '2iid,  but  was  kept  out  for  two 
days  by  the  loyal  citizens,  who  planted  two  guns  at  the 
High  Cross  (!)  and  two  on  Froom  Gate  ;  and  that  when 
Essex  attempted  to  enter  at  the  latter  place  he  was  bravely 
beaten  off.  During  the  fray  there,  however,  Newgate  was 
opened  by  the  contrivance  of  a  woman,  and  then  the  tale  is 
repeated  of  the  humiliating  surrender  of  the  city  fathers  to 
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their  tumultuous  mates  and  miscellaneous  viragoes — "  to 
the  number  of  ICXJ,"  says  the  indignant  historian  ;  whose 
belief  that  the  Council's  reluctance  (if  it  really  showed  re- 
luctance) was  a  preconcerted  farce  seems  reasonable  enough. 
Against  these  Roj'-alist  accounts  may  be  set  a  Puritan  version 
printed  immediately  afterwards  in  London,  entitled  : — "  A 
Declaration  from  the  City  of  Bristol  by  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, Sheriffs,  and  others  of  the  city,  declaring  their  resolu- 
tion and  fidelity  to  the  Parliament.  .  .  .  Sent  from  Mr. 
John  Ball,  in  Bristol,  to  Mr.  James  Nicolls,  merchant  in 
London."  This  writer  alleges  that  though  "  many  of  the 
great  ones  amongst  us,  Colston,  Yeomans  and  their  brethren," 
were  malignants,  yet  the  bulk  of  the  city  "  stood  firm  for 
the  Parliament."  The  Corporation,  indeed,  had  sent  Sheriff 
Jackson,  Alderman  Locke,  and  Mr.  James  to  Gloucester, 
to  give  warning  that  no  troops  would  be  allowed  to  enter, 
''  but  the  Gloucester  men  were  so  incensed  that  they  clapt 
them  up,  and  would  not  liberate  them  until  they 
had  engaged  their  lives  for  the  admission  of  a  garrison." 
The  petition  of  the  ladies,  whose  number  is  here  magnified 
to  200,  is  next  referred  to,  and  is  made  to  enlarge  on  the 
danger  of  the  city  being  deprived  of  provisions  by  the 
irritated  country  people.  But  the  capitulation  of  the  Coun- 
cil, instead  of  being  immediate,  is  postponed  by  the  writer 
until  tlie  following  day.  The  '*  malignants,"  in  the  mean- 
while, hired  a  number  of  seamen,  armed  with  muskets 
and  swords,  and  planted  two  cannon  on  Froom  Gate. 
These  mercenaries  raised  a  tumult  and  refused  to  disperse 
when  commanded  by  the  Mayor  ;  but  the  troops  neverthe- 
less entered,  without  resistance  at  Pithay  Gate  and  New- 
gate. 

Coming  to  trustworthy  documents,  a  despatch  from  Bris- 
tol, dated  December  lOtli,  informed  Parliament  that  Colonel 
Essex  with  2,000  men  was  then  in  the  city ;  whereupon  a 
letter  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  citizens  "to  encourage 
them  to  go  on  in  its  defence."  On  the  19th,  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  Essex's  superior  officer,  Avho  had  followed  the 
troops,  informed  the  House  of  Lords  b}'-  letter  that  he  had 
heard,  whilst  on  his  way  here,  that  "some  commotion  "  had 
occurred  after  the  entry  of  the  forces,  but  such  had  been 
the  vigilance  of  his  subordinate  that  all  was  in  order  on  his 
arrival.  "  I  find  this  city  infinitely  well  affected  towards 
the  good  cause."  As  to  this  assertion  there  has  been  much 
difference  of  opinion,  John  Corbet,  a  Puritan  minister,  who  in 
1G45  published  an  account  of  the  famous  siege  of  Gloucester, 
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confessed  that  the  King's  cause  was  :favonred  by  two 
extremes  in  Bristol,  "  the  wealthy  and  powerful  men,  and 
the  basest  and  lowest  sort."  Fiennes,  in  defence  of  his 
surrender,  wrote  "  the  great  men  of  this  town  have  been 
well  acquainted  with  monopolies  and  engrossments  of  trade," 
referring  to  the  profitable  butter  and  calf-skins  patents, 
"and  are  therefore  Malignants."  Mr.  Seyer,  again,  argues, 
though  far  from  convincingly,  that  the  trained  bands,  drawn 
from  the  lower  classes,  were  undoubtedly  Royalists.  But  it 
seems  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  feeling  of  the  majority 
of  the  Common  Council,  and  of  the  great  body  of  citizens 
standing  between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  was  decidedly  in 
favour  of  the  Parliament. 

On  January  4th,  1643,  the  House  of  Commons  issued  an 
order  for  the  rej^ayment  of  £2,(X>U  that  had  been  borrowed 
from  Bristol,  doubtless  referring  to  the  money  contributed 
in  the  preceding  June.  On  January  10th,  a  lengthy  minute 
was  inserted  in  the  House  of  Lords'  Journals,  to  tlie  effect 
that  the  city  had  also  lent  £3,()UU  to  the  counties  of  Somer- 
set, Gloucester  and  Wilts,  to  enable  them  to  raise  an  army 
to  co-operate  with  that  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  which  sum  was 
promised  on  the  public  faith  to  be  repaid  if-  the  counties 
made  default.  (From  an  incidental  note  in  the  city  audit 
books  it  would  appear  that  £1,01K)  of  this  loan  was  sent  to 
Bridgwater,  where  the  defences  were  being  strengthened.) 
A  further  sum  of  £3,400  was  advanced  to  'Colonel  Essex  for. 
the  maintenance  of  the  garrison  ;  and  the  outltly  on  the  new 
line  of  fortifications  was  constantly  increasing.  To  meet  this 
prodigious  expenditure,  the  Corporation  had  practically 
no  resource  save  the  taxation  or  voluntary  help  of  the  iii- 
Imbitants.  The  subscription  of  nearly''  £"2,(i(K)  by  the  citi- 
icens,  already  referred  to,  happily  came  in  largely  during 
the  early  weeks  of  the  year,  and  much  alleviated  the  finan- 
cial embarrassment.  There  is  no  indication  in  the  accounts 
of  any  special  demand  imposed  by  the  Corporation  u])on 
those  suspected  of  "malignity," 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  pages  to  the  re- 
peated but  abortive  attempts  of  the  Common  Council  to 
agree  upon  the  terms  of  a  petition  to  the  King  praying  for 
reconciliation.  The  subject  does  not  reappear  in  the  minute- 
books,  but  on  January  7th,  1643,  a  petition,  drawn  in  the 
name  of  the  city  instead  of  the  Corporation,  was  presented 
to  His  Majesty  at  Oxford  by  four  unnamed  aldermen.  The 
document,  which  was  couched  in  absurdly  bombastic  lan- 
guage, described  the  state  of  the  kingdom  as  one  of  horror 
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and  wrath.  Trade  had  ceased,  ships  were  rotting  in  har- 
bour, credit  was  lost,  the  Hves  of  men  once  happy  were 
unsafe  and  miserable,  fathers  were  lighting  against  sons, 
and  sons  against  fathers,  and  all  were  overwhelmed  with 
ever-growing  troubles.  The  petitioners  went  on  to  declare 
their  opinion  as  to  the  causes  of  these  calamities.  The  King 
had  divorced  himself  from  Parliament,  "the  husbands  of  the 
commonwealth,"  who  had  faithfully  and  zealously  served 
him,  and  who  praj^ed  him  simply  to  abandon  the  counsels  of 
notorious  malignants  striving  to  destroy  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  Englishmen.  A  strong  denunciation  followed  of 
the  new  doctrines  which  Prelacy  had  sought  to  force  upon 
the  people,  corroding  the  hearts  of  the  religious  and  well- 
affected  ;  and  the  King  was  finally  implored  to  devise  some 
speedy  Avay  to  lasting  peace  by  rectifying  church  abuses 
and  finishing  bleeding  dissensions.  In  consequence,  doubt- 
less, of  the  negotiations  for  peace  between  the  King  and 
the  Parliament  then  about  to  be  opened,  His  Majesty  made 
a  lengthy  and  gracious  reply,  expressing  compassion  for 
the  afflictions  of  the  nation,  assurances  of  his  anxiety 
for  reconciliation,  and  thanks  to  the  petitioners  for  their 
advice. 

After  a  brief  sojourn  in  Bristol,  the  Earl  of  Stamford, 
commanding  officer  in  the  district,  departed  for  Exeter  with 
one  of  the  regiments  stationed  here,  leaving  the  other  with 
Colonel  Essex,  who  informally  became  Governor  of  the  eit3^ 
The  conduct  of  the  new  olHicial  soon  aroused  Puritan 
suspicion.  He  showed  no  energy  in  pushing  forwarri  the 
fortifications,  but  spent  much  of  his  time  in  feastiiig,  drink- 
ing and  gambling;  he  acce])ted  hospitality  from,  and  had 
many  conferences  with,  ]iersons  notoriously  sympathising 
with  tlH>  Kiiig,  b^ld  aloof  from  leading  Parliamentarians, 
and  was  suspected,  IMr.  Se^'er  thinks  justly,  of  correspond- 
ing with  Prince  Rupert.  An  act  of  great  brutality  filled 
up  the  measure  of  his  offences.  The  Parliament  had  for- 
bidden the  troops  from  extorting  money  from  the  citizens  on 
whom  they  were  billeted,  the  wages  of  the  men  being  fixed 
sufficiently  high  to  enable  them  to  paj^  for  all  they  required. 
From  some  inadvertence — probably  through  the  carelessness 
of  Essex— the  soldiers  were  not  paid  for  several  weeks,  and 
were  forced  to  buy  on  credit,  at  enhanced  prices.  On  the 
morning  of  January  24th,  about  twenty  of  the  troopers  laid 
their  grievances  before  their  captain,  who,  disclaiming  re- 
sponsibility, accompanied  them  to  the  lodgings  of  Essex, 
then  sleeping  off   a  night's   carouse.      Irritated   at    being 
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disturbed,  the  Governor  shortly  afterwards  appeared,  armed 
with  a  horse  pistol,  ordered  some  of  the  men  out  of  the 
room,  refusing  to  listen  to  their  comftlaint,  and  on  one  of 
them  asking  permission  to  speak  bef(jre  departing,  he  shot 
the  unfortunate  man  dead  on  the  spot.  The  atrocity,  which 
caused  a  great  sensation,  proved  the  unfitness  of  its  author 
for  a  responsible  position.  The  Earl  of  Essex,  on  being 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  accordingly  ordered  Colonel  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  then  commauding  a  detachment  in 
Wiltshire,  to  proceed  to  Bristol,  with  power  to  act  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require,  and,  if  needful,  to  arrest  Colonel 
Essex  and  send  him  to  headquarters.  Fiennes  arrived  in 
the  city  with  additional  troops  about  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary, when  further  grave  information  respecting  Essex's 
dissolute  habits  and  suspicious  connections  was  laid  before 
him,  and  orders  were  given  for  the  Governor's  dismissal  and 
removal  from  the  city.  His  arrest  took  place  on  the  '27  th, 
whilst  he  was  revelling  at  the  house  of  one  Captain  Hill,  at 
Eedland,  an  alleged  agent  of  Prince  Rupert. 

Apparently  at  the  request  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  Fiennes 

assumed  the  office  of  Governor,  though,  as  he  afterwards 

asserted,  much  against  his  inclination.     The  appointment 

was  similar  to  many  made  in  the  early  period  of  the  war. 

The  new  officer  was  selected,  not  because  of  hjs  military 

experience,  of  which  he  was  entirely  destitute,  nor  because 

of   his  undoubted   ability  as   a    politician,  but  because  he 

belonged  to  an  aristocratic  family,  being  a  son  of  Lord  Saye 

and  Sele,  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  peers  on 

the  Parliamentary  side.      He  was   not,   however,  like  liis 

predecessor,    a   mere    roystering    bravo.      Delegating    the 

military  duties  of  hi,-^  position  to  his  l^rother.  Colonel  John 

FitMuu'S,  ho  took  up  his  residttnce  in  liroad  Street,  to  super- 

intcntl  administrative  work,  and  his  unwearied  pains  and 

watchfulness  are  acknowledged  in  a  letter  signed  by  the 

Mayor  and  several  influential  citizens.      He  immediately 

ordered  the  reorganizatiou  of  the  local  armed  forces,  and 

the  active  prosecution  of  the  outer  line  of  fortifications ; 

and  according  to  a  pamphlet  written  b}^  Major  Langrish, 

published  in   the   same   year,   he  armed  5CH3  well-aflected 

citizens,  whilst  "  the  works  had  more  done  unto  them  in 

five  days  than    they  had   done   unto   them   in   six  weeks 

before."     The  House  of  Commons  being  unable  to  meet  the 

numberless  demands  upon  it,  and  Fiennes'  first  request  for 

a  loan  of  £1,(XX)  having  drained  the  corporate  treasury,  a 

local  committee  was  appointed,  comprising  the  Mayor,  the 
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two  Sheriffs,  Alderman  Holwortliy,  Luke  Hodges,  and  other 
zealous  "  Roundheads  "  ;  and  this  body  assessed  and  levied 
a  weekly  sum  of  £55  15.?.,  payable  on  all  real  and  personal 
property  within  the  city.     The  tax,  which  came  into  opera- 
tion on  March  1st,  and  was  to  continue  for  three  months, 
was  confirmed  by  Parliament.    It  was  soon  found,  however, 
that  the  rate  was  inadequate  to  provide  joay  for  the  garrison 
and  keep  in  employment  the  numerous  labourers  needed  to 
complete  the  defences ;    and  throughout  his  governorship 
Fienues  made  constant  and  piteous  appeals  to  Parliament 
for  relief.     In  May  he  complained  that  he  had  laid  out 
£9,0C»C),    whilst    the    Commons    had    remitted    him    only 
£4,0(10,  and  the  citizens  were  refusing  to  contribute  any 
longer.     In  the  following  month  he  mournfully  prayed  to 
be  delivered  from  the  charge  of  a  town  which  he  had  not 
half  enough  men  to  defend,  whilst  destitute  of  the  means  of 
supporting  those  he  had.    In  another  letter  lie  asserted  that 
the  demands  upon  him  were  seldom  under  £1,(XK3  a  week, 
and  sometimes   reached   £1,30(J.     The  Commons'   Journals 
contain   no   information   as    to    the   sums    actually   trans- 
mitted  to    him.      Prynn,  a  somewhat  untrustworthy   au- 
thority, says  that  he  received  "  near  £9,( HK)."     Even  witli 
this  assistance,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  he  met  liis 
liabilities.     About  the  same  time,  £2,IK_K')  were  demanded 
from  the  city,  on  loan,  by  Sir  William  Waller,  but  only 
part   of    this  amount  was  received   by  Fiennes,  who    got 
£1,000   more   from   the   Corporation    on  his  own  account. 
Possibly  contributions  were  levied  upon  the  neighbouring 
counties,  as    became  a  regular  practice  later  in  the  war, 
and   large   sums    were   certainly    extorted    from    so-called 
Maliguants.      One    mandate   of    the    Governor    has    been 
preserved,  desiring  John  (xonning,  jun.,  son  of  the  Alder- 
niiin,  to  forthwitli  pay  in  £"2(K>,  ''which  sum,  in  respect  of 
your  estate,  is  below  tke  proportion  re([uired  of  otlier  per- 
sons  of   your   quality,"    and    threatening   the   victim,    on 
refusal,   with  whatsoever  course  the  desperation  of  neces- 
sitous soldiers  might  induce  them  to  pursue. 

Local  historians  of  strong  Royalist  proclivities  have 
asserted  that  the  ascendancy  of  the  Parliamentary  party 
in  the  city  was  immediately  signalised  by  the  ejection, 
plunder,  and  imprisonment  of  the  beneficed  clergy.  One 
of  their  charges  against  Fiennes  is  that  he  ejected  Mr. 
AVilliamson,  the  vicar  of  All  Saints,  and  replaced  him  by 
a  Mr.  Tombes.  The  truth  respecting  the  matter  may  be 
found  in    the   Commons'  Journal   for  January  4th,   164B, 
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about  six  weeks  before  Fiennes'  arrival:--"  On  the  petition 
of  the  major  part  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  Bristol, 
Ordered,  that  Mr.  Tombes  [who  was  a  B.D.]  be  recommended 
to  the  parish  as  a  lecturer,  and  tliat  (leorge  "Williamson,  the 
vicar,  be  required  to  permit  him  the  use  of  the  pulpit,"' 
Tlie  Rev.  Richard  Towgood,  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  for  Ids 
unfaltering  support  of  the  royal  cause,  was  appointed,  after 
the  Restoration,  Dean  of  Bristol,  Yet  he  was  held  in  such 
respect  whilst  Fiennes  was  Governor  that — so  far  from 
being  ejected,  as  Mr,  Seyer  asserts— the  Corporation,  in 
May,  161:3,  selected  him  as  one  of  the  lecturers  whose 
stipends  continued  to  be  paid  out  of  the  civic  purse.  One 
of  "  the  frantic  preachers  brought  into  the  citj'-,"  writes 
Mr,  Seyer,  was  "  Matthew  Hassard,  whom  they  put  into  St, 
Ewen's,  a  j)rincipal  incendiary  of  the  rebellion."  The  fact 
is  that  Mr,  Hazard  was  appointed  to  the  living  by  the  Cor- 
poration in  1635),  before  civil  dissensions  were  foreseen. 

Early  in  161.3,  the  arm}^  under  Prince  Rupert  advanced 
into  the  West  of  England  with  the  object  of  recovering 
Gloucestershire  for  the  King,  Tlie  cajjture  of  Cirencester — 
its  first  success — must  have  caused  a  profound  sensation  in 
Bristol.  On  February  6th  Lord  Chandos  and  the  chief 
Cavalier  gentry  of  the  county,  jubilant  at  the  prospect, 
issued  a  mandate  to  the  high  constables  of  the  hundreds, 
announcing  that  the  Prince  demanded  £3,0(J<)  from  the 
inhabitants  to  raise  forces  to  put  into  garrisons,  and  £4,CX"X) 
per  month  for  the  maintenance  of  the  soldiers,  requests  of 
which  they  approved,  and  which  they  ordered  the  constables 
to  obey.  Though  events  elsewhere  subsequently  induced 
Rupert  to  return  for  a  time  to  Oxford,  his  forward  move- 
m(>nt  stimulat(>d,  if  it  did  not  originate,  a  design  in  Bristol 
that  was  destined  to  end  in  a  deplorable  tr;igedy. 

Several  wealthy  and  influential  citizens,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  were  supporters  of  the  royal  cause,  and  were 
naturally  discontented  at  the  ascendancy  gained  by  the 
opposite  party,  and  at  the  heavy  burdens  which  that  part}'- 
imposed  upon  them.  Perhaps  the  most  resolute  and  active 
member  of  tliis  minority  was  Robert  Yeamans,  a  merchant 
who  had  held  the  office  of  sheriff  in  161-1-2,  and  who,  whilst 
holding  that  office,  had  applied  for  and  received  a  commis- 
sion from  Charles  I.  to  raise  a  regiment  for  his  service?  in 
the  city.  The  existing  evidence  as  to  his  character  tends  to 
show  that  Yeamans  was  one  of  those  zealots  whose  rash 
enthusiasm  is  less  dangerous  to  enemies  than  to  friends, 
B}^  displaying  his  commission,  which  he  contended  would, 
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if  granted  earlier,  liave  enabled  him  to  trample  down  rebel- 
lion, he  was  allowed  to  assume  the  leadership  of  the  local 
loyalists,  and  he  soon  set  about  the  formation  of  a  wide- 
spread conspiracy,  destined,  as  he  persuaded  himself,  to 
oyerthroAv  both  the  garrison  and  the  authorities.  Fortune 
at  first  favoured  his  efforts  in  an  unexpected  quarter.  The 
dismissal  of  Colonel  Essex  from  the  governorship  had  given 
offence  to  some  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment ;  a  captain  and 
three  lieutenants  are  alleged  to  have  been  seduced  by  Yea- 
mans,  parti}'-  by  his  arguments,  and  partly  by  a  bribe  of 
£40,  to  promise  their  assistance  in  his  design ;  and  many  of 
the  political  friends  of  the  plotter,  deluded  by  his  assurances 
that  the  greater  part  of  Essex's  troopers  were  animated  by 
the  same  resentment  as  their  officers  and  were  ready  to  rise 
for  the  King,  consented  to  join  in  the  confederacy.  The 
next  step  of  the  movement  was  one  common  to  most  projects 
of  the  same  character.  A  form  of  oath  was  drawn  up 
binding  the  swearers  to  fidelity  and  secrecy,  and  this,  it  is 
said,  was  administered  to  a  number  of  adherents  by  Yea- 
mans'  henchman,  Mr.  George  Butcher,  or  BoAvcher,  a 
respected  merchant,  whose  business  abilities  had  been  afore- 
time apj^reciated  by  both  the  Corporation  and  the  Merchants' 
Society.  The  scheme  being  thus  far  advanced,  a  full 
disclosure  of  it  was  made  to  the  Court  at  Oxford,  with 
which  a  regular  correspondence  was  maintained  ;  and  the 
King,  after  having  twice  sent  down  one  Dr.  Marks  to 
ascertain  tlie  progress  effected,  expressed  his  cordial  approval, 
promised  to  make  Bristol  "  a  famous  place  "  when  he  got 
possession  of  it,  and  gave  orders  to  Prince  Rupert  to  ap- 
proach the  city  and  lend  the  assistance  that  would  be 
required  on  the  explosion  of  the  plot,  which  was  fixed  to 
take  place  on  the  night  of  ^Fuesday,  INlarch  7th..  Yeamans' 
dwelling  was  on  the  north  side  of  "Wine  Street,  nearl}' 
opposite  to  a  building  known  as  the  Guard  House,  where 
troops  were  stationed,  and  tlie  choice  of  such  a  spot  for  the 
mustering  of  a  number  of  men,  many  of  whom  were  prob- 
ably suspected  of  "  malignacy,"  marks  the  heedlessness  of 
the  ringleader.  There,  however,  upwards  of  thirty  assem- 
bled in  arms,  whilst  more  than  double  that  number  gathered 
at  Mr.  Bowcher's  house  in  the  more  secluded  quarter  of 
Christmas  Street,  where  a  large  store  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion had  been  collected.  Two  subsidiary  bands  met  in  St. 
Michael's  parish,  and  much  help  was  expected  from  a  gang 
of  slaughtermen,  who  undertook  to  muster  near  the  Sham- 
bles (now  Bridge  Street),  and  also  from  a  part 3^  of  sailors. 
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The  final  outbreak  had  been  arranged,  it  is  said,  with  two 
of  the  officers  wliom  Yeamans  liad  suborned,  who  were  that 
niglit  in  command  at  tlie  Guard  House,  one  of  whom  under- 
took to  patrol  the  round   at  midnight  with  men  he  had 
gained  over,  and  to  seize  Froom  Gate,  close  to  Bowcher's 
house,  which  would  enable  the  party  there  and  their  con- 
federates in  St.  Michael's    to  render  assistance,  and  take 
possession  of  that  important  outlet.     Bowcher  had  prepared 
the  crypt  of  St.  John's  church  as  a  teniporar}^  prison  for  the 
captured  Roundheads.     The  other  traitor  was  to  remain  at 
the  Guard  House,  having  undertaken  to  surrender  it  with- 
out bloodshed  as  soon  as  Yeamans'  party  came  forward  ;  and 
this    body  of   expected  victors  was   directed   to   seize    the. 
cannon   there,    scour   the   streets   with   them,    and    secure 
possession  of  Newgate.    Prince  Rupert,  who  was  to  advance 
stealthily  in  the  darkness  as  far  as  the  gallows  at  Gotham, 
was  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  capture  of  Froom  Gate 
by  the  ringing  of  the  bells  of  St,  Michael's  and  St.  John's 
churches,  when  his  troops  would  be  able  to  enter  the  city 
without  striking  a  blow,  and  thus  complete  a  practically 
certain  triumph.     As  soon  as  all  this  was  accomplislied,  a 
proclamation,    drawn  up  by   Yeamans,  was   to  be   issued, 
ordering  all  inhabitants  of  the  Bridge,  High  Street  and 
Corn  Street — that  is,  the  leading  tradesmen  of  the  city — to 
keep  within  doors'on  pain  of  their  lives,  whilst  men  prepared 
to  stand  for  the  King  were  summoned  to  appear  in  arms  at 
the  High  Cross. 

There  are  various  stories  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
enterprise  became  known  to  the  Parliamentarians,  and  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  all  are  founded  on  pure  conjecture.  If 
faith  can  be  put  in  the  pam[)hlets  recounting  the  affair, 
about  two  thousand  persons  in  the  city  and  surrounding- 
districts  were  engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  and  there  have 
been  few  plots  of  a  fiftieth  part  of  that  number  of  men 
which  have  ]iot  produced  at  least  one  traitor.  It  is  con- 
fessed that  Yeamans  had  been  recklessly  indiscreet  in 
divulging  his  project  to  all  whom  he  thought  likely  to  join 
with  him.  His  favourite  resort  had  been  the  popular  Rose 
tavern,  where  he  entertained  many  open  or  pretended 
sympathisers,  regardless  of  what  might  be  heard  by  tapsters 
and  unknown  listeners.  It  is  also  significant  that  there  is 
no  record  of  any  punishment  inflicted  on  Essex's  officers, 
who,  if  the  foregoing  allegations  were  true,  deserved  to  be 
shot  off-hand.  Duly  weighing  these  circumstances,  it  seems 
reasonable   to   assume   that   Governor   Fiennes   was    well- 
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informed  of  the  machination  on  foot,  allowed  it  to  proceed 
until  explosion  was  imminent,  and  at  last  threw  his  net 
over  the  unsuspecting  but  self-convicted  schemers.  This 
assumption  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  about 
ten  o'clock  of  the  fateful  night  the  Governor  had  assembled 
a  Council  of  War,  which  forthwith  gave  orders  to  two  de- 
tachments of  troops  to  march  respectively  to  the  houses  of 
Yeamans  and  Bowcher  and  arrest  all  whom  they  found 
assembled  there.  Yeamans,  who  is  said  to  have  learnt  that 
the  plot  was  betrayed,  at  first  refused  to  open  his  door,  pro- 
testing *'  with  deep  execrations  "  that  he  had  no  guests.  An 
entrance,  however,  was  forced,  and  the  soldiers  succeeded  in 
capturing  twenty-three  men,  though  many  of  the  part}'^, 
chiefly  ship  captains  and  sailors,  made  a  desperate  resistance^ 
and  additional  troops  were  needed  to  convey  them  to  prison. 
Seve]-al  others  escaped  by  the  roof  of  the  house.  In  the 
meantime,  Bowcher's  dwelling  had  been  i^ivested;  but  the 
crowd  of  conspirators  within,  instead  of  attempting  defence^ 
were  struck  with  panic.  Keeping  the  door  fast  for  a  time, 
a  great  number  jumped  out  of  a  back  window  overlooking 
the  Froom,  and  dropped  into  the  bed  of  tlie  river,  the  tide 
being  fortunately  at  low  water,  Tlie  number  of  prisoners 
caught  in  the  house  is  variously  stated,  the  discrepancies 
being  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  several  were  seized  out- 
side whilst  floundering  out  of  the  deep  mud  of  the  stream. 
"A  great  store  of  arms"  was  certainly  secured.  Prince 
Rupert,  after  vainly  waiting  for  the  promised  signal,  found 
it  prudt-nt  to  retreat  about  daybreak. 

The  intelligence  of  this  inglorious  miscarriage  was  rapidly 
spread  by  pamphlets  and  broadsides  over  the  kingdom, 
exciting  trans])orts  of  joy  in  one  camp  and  corresponding 
depression  in  the  other.  As  is  generally  the  case  when 
political  passions  become  sujierheated,  the  pamplilet-writers 
of  the  victorious  party  outrageously  exaggerated  the  inten- 
tions of  the  conspirators,  alleging  that  they  had  contemplated 
the  murder  of  the  Puritan  Mayor,  the  wholesale  plunder 
and  massacre  of  all  the  reputable  citizens  save  their  slender 
band  of  sympathisers,  and  even  the  burning  of  the  city.  In 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  on  March  llth,  letters  from  the 
Mayor  and  others  were  read,  narrating  in  more  reasonable 
hmguage  the  circumstances  under  which  the  betrayal  of  the 
town  had  been  prevented,  and  ordinances  were  j)assed  for 
confiscating  the  estates  of  the  plotters,  for  the  trial  of  the 
ringleaders,  and  for  a  national  Thanksgiving  for  the 
wonderful   deliverance.      (Two    sermons  were  ^Dreached  on 
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that  occasion  in  Bristol  by  tlie  Rev.  John  Tombes,  B.D., 
a,nd  were  so  much  appreciated  that  they  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  the  House  of  Commons.      A  copy  of  this  rare 
]iamphlet,  entitled  "  Jehovah   Jirah,  or  God's  Providemie  in 
delivering    tlie   Godly  ,  .  .    with   a   brief  narrative   of  tlie 
bloody  and  abominable  Plot,"  is  in  the  collection  of  Mr. 
G.    E.    Weare.)     In    the  meantime  Fiennes  and    the   civil 
authorities    were    busily    engaged    in     apprehending    men 
Avhose  complicity  was  known  or  suspected.     In  a  letter  of 
March  11th  the  Governor  stated  that  the  prisoners  in  tlie 
Castle  numbered  "  well  near  sixty,"  and  others  were  doubt- 
less arrested  subsequently.     A  Royalist  pamphleteer  asserts 
that  the  captives  were  treated  barbarously,  but  his  state- 
ments, if  not  pure  inventions,  could  have  little  basis  but  the 
Tumours  and  gossip  of  his  party.     The  bulk  of  the  prisoners 
were  poor  men,  and  they  cannot  have  been  kept  long  in 
custody,    for    the    Castle  dungeons   were  empty  when  the 
Ro^^alists  entered  four  months  later.     The  better-class  men 
engaged  in  the  design,  according  to  the  list  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  8eyer,  included  John  Bowcher  and  William  Yeamans, 
brothers  of  the  jirime  movers,  four  other  merchants  named 
Edmund  Arundel,  Thomas  Hoyman,  Rowland  Searchfield, 
<ind  John  Taylor;  the  steward  of  the  Sheriffs  Court  (AVil- 
liam  Greene,  who  was  a  barrister)  ;    a  soapboiler,  a  brewer, 
a  hatter,  a  goldsmith,  and  two  Oxford  scholars.     There  is 
also  one  "  William  Coleston  or  Coulson,"   who  cannot  be 
certainly  identified.     None  of  tliese  persons  except  AVilliam 
Yeamans  were  brought  to  trial,  but  had  to  ransom  them- 
selves by  the  sacrifice  of  their  estates,  which  the  Governor 
took  rigorous  uu>asnres  to  secure.     In  a  letter  to  his  father, 
Fiennes  stated  that  he  did  not  expect  to  make  £3,()(\)  out  of 
uU  of  them,  ''  there  being  never  a  rich  man  i.mongst  them," 
whilst  creditors  were  claiming  and  carrying  away  most  of 
their  property. 

The  originators  of  the  plot  could  not  be  let  off  so  easily. 
On  the  receipt  of  a  commission  from  the  Earl  of  Essex, 
issued  by  order  of  Parliament,  the  Governor  called  a  Council 
of  war,  presided  over  b}''  himself,  before  which  Yeamans, 
BoAvcher,  William  Yeamans,  and  Edward  Dacres,  a  plumber, 
underwent  several  examinations.  The  trial  of  Robert 
Y'eamans  took  place  on  May  8th,  on  an  indictment  drawn 
up  by  Clement  Walker,  ex-Usher  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
proceedings  taking  place  in  Lady  Rogers's  great  house  at 
tlie  Bridge.  The  Court  consisted  of  the  Governor  and  fifteen 
■citizens,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  Ro^^ilist  writers  in  finding 
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material  to  revile  the  jury  is  shown  by  their  complaint  that 
an  attorney  and  a  schoolmaster  were  members  of  the 
tribunal.  No  defence  seems  to  have  been  made  by  the 
prisoner,  except  that  he  acted  on  the  King's  commission, 
and  he  bore  the  sentence  of  death  with  firmness.  The  trial 
of  Bowcher  and  the  two  others  followed  on  Ma}'-  22nd,  and 
had  a  similar  result.  Bowcher  had  admitted  the  chara'e 
against  him,  adding  that  he  had  provided  chains  and  locks 
to  bar  the  passage  at  St.  John's  Gate,  so  as  to  jjrevent  the 
Parliament  forces  from  rushing  in  whilst  "  the  work  was 
doing."  The  sentence  on  William  Yeamans  and  Dacres 
was  remitted.  The  two  ringleaders  were  executed  in  Wine 
Street  on  JMay  30th  (the  entry  of  Yeamans'  interment  in  the 
Christ  Church  register,  dated  May  2'Jth,  is  almost  certainly 
inaccurate.)  The  scaffold  was  raised  in  front  of  Yeamans' 
house,  but  he,  like  his  companion,  displayed  great  resolu- 
tion, and  avowed  his  2)rinciples  to  the  last.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  have  the  ministrations  of  the  vicars  of  Christ 
Church  and  St,  Nicholas,  and  two  Puritan  preachers  were 
suffered  to  disturb  their  last  moments.  The  King,  anxious 
to  save  them,  had  caused  Lord  Forth  to  warn  Fiennes  that 
if  the  sentences  were  carried  out,  certain  lioundheads  taken 
at  Cirencestfer  would  also  be  put  to  death  ;  but  the  Governor 
retorted  that  the  law  of  nature,  as  of  arms,  drew  a  distinc- 
tion between  enemies  taken  in  open  warfare  and  secret 
conspirators,  adding  that  if  Lord  Forth  should  execute  his 
threat,  an  equal  number  of  knights  or  squires,  taken  in 
rebellion  against  "  the  King  and  Kingdom,"  would  receive 
no  mercy.  Charles  next  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  commanding  them  to  raise  the  inhabitants, 
ami  to  slay  those  who  attempted  to  take  the  lives  of  the 
prisoners;  but  the  mandate  did  not  arri\'e  until  the  tragedy 
was  ovca*.  The  unfortunate  men  left  no  less  tlian  sixteen 
children  to  mourn  their  memories.  Mrs.-  Bowcner  a})pears 
to  have  been  promised  a  pension  of  £11  )U  by  tlie  King. 
Y^eamans'  widow  found  a  second  husband  in  Mr.  Thomas 
Speed,  a  Puritan  merchant,  who  generously  undertook  to 
bring  up  her  numerous  offspring,  some  of  whom,  like  their 
step-father,  became  prominent  Quakers.  The  proceedings 
of  Fiennes  were  ap])roved  by  the  House  of  Commons.  A 
virulently  written  E-oyalist  pamphlet  was  published  soon 
after  the  executions,  entitled  "  The  two  State  Martyrs," 
which  is  reproduced  in  Mr.  Seyer's  history.  It  excited  only 
the  derision  of  the  Puritans,  who  contended  that  the  two 
plotters  were  no  more  martyrs  than  Guy  Fawkes. 
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x'^fter  the  discovery  of  the  jDlot,  some  of  those  implicated 
in  the  affair  wlio  had  escaped  immediate  arrest  thought  it 
prudent  to  take  to  flight.  From  two  petitions  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons  on' April  12th  and  14th,  on  behalf  of 
the  Mayor,  the  Sheriffs,  "  and  others  well  affected,"  it  appears 
that  two  ships  in  which  the  petitioners  were  interested  had 
been  seized  and  carried  off  "by  malignant  fugitives,"  who 
had  departed  leaving  heavy  debts  due  to  tlie  complainants. 
■The  House  ordered  Governor  Fiennes  to  give  the  petitioners 
fitting  relief  out  of  the  estates  of  local  delinquents. 

A  broadside  in  the  British  Museum,  dated  April  14th, 
and  printed  by  order  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  affords 
some  interesting  information  as  to  the  "  weekly  assessments 
imposed  on  various  counties  and  towns  "  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Parliamentary  army.  As  compared  with  subsequent 
levies,  the  charges  in  this  district  were  light.  The  weekly 
sum  demanded  from  Bristol  was  £55  15.s*. ;  from  the  city  of 
Gloucester,  £62  10^'.;  from  Gloucestershire,  £750  ;  and  from 
Somerset,  £1,050.  The  city  of  London  paid  £10,0CX),  and 
York  £62  lOx.  The  local  committee  for  assessing  the 
amount  on  the  householders  were  Richard  Aldworth, 
]\layor,  John  Jackson  and  Hugh  Browne,  Sheriffs,  Alderman 
Hoi  worthy,  Luke  Hodges,  and  Henry  Gibbes. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  burdens  imposed  on  the 
inhabitants  fcjr  the  defence  of  the  city,  generous  help  was 
extended  to  those  unhappy  Irish  Protestants  who  had  escaped 
butchery  only  to  be  menaced  with  starvation.'  On  May  4th, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  stating  that  provisions  contributed  by  the 
"free  benevolence"  of  the  citizens,  together  with  those 
brought  in  from  the  two  neighbouring  counties,  had  been 
ombavkci!  in  (wo  ship.^,  which  would  convoy  a  similarly 
laden  bark  from  IMinehead.  The  cargo  con  usted  of  8,880 
cheese,  great  quantities  of  bread,  corn,  meat  and  l>eer,  and 
£30  in  money.  The  writers  took  the  opportunity  to  thank 
the  House  for  its  care  for  the  city  in  the  appointment  of 
Fiennes,  who,  they  said,  omitted  "nothing  conducive  to  our 
safet}',"  and  was  the  sole  director  and  daily  superintendent 
of  the  fortifications,  which  had  "  cost  us  very  much  money," 
but  were  "in  great  forwardness." 

Their  worships'  complacent  reference  to  the  defences  was 
not  justified  by  events  which,  though  imminent,  were  not 
foreseen.  The  great  forts,  indeed,  seem  to  have  been  com- 
pleted as  originally  j)lanned.  Water  Fort  had  been  armed 
with  seven  guns  ;  Brandon  Hill  Fort  with  six  guns  :  Wind- 
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mill  (afterwards  Royal)  Fort  with  about  the  same  arma- 
ment, and  Prior's  Hill  Fort  with  thirteen  guns  ;  whilst 
Lawford's  Gate  had  been  strengthened,  and  furnished  with 
seven  cannon.  Temple  Gate  and-  Tower  Harritz  appear  to 
have  had  fourteen  guns,  and  fifteen  pieces  were  placed  at 
and  near  Redcliff  Gate.  In  the  low-lying  alluvial  ground 
between  Lawford's  Gate  and  Stokes  Croft,  the  earthen 
rampart,  designed  to  be  a])out  six  feet  high,  with  an  outer 
trench  intended  to  be  some  live  feet  in  depth,  may  have 
been  "in  great  forwardness."  But  in  the  long  line  of 
defences  from  Stokes  Croft  to  Water  Fort,  the  ditch  out  of 
which  the  "grafF"  was  to  be  formed  had  to  be  mostly 
excavated  in  the  hard  rock,  and  when,  as  will  be  shown. 
Prince  Rupert  declared  more  than  two  years  later  that  the 
wall  and  trench  were  still  incomplete,  in  spite  of  the  con- 
stant efforts  of  troops  of  labourers,  the  imperfections  in 
1G43  may  well  have  inspired  Fiennes  with  anxiety..  So 
little,  indeed,  had  been  done  near  St.  Michael's  Hill  that 
the  royal  troops  brought  up  to  aid  in  Yeamans'  plot  knew 
they  would  have  no  obstruction  to  encounter  in  pushing 
towards  the  city.  In  the  same  way,  the  rampart  and  ditch 
in  the  valley  between  Windmill  Fort  and  Brandon  Hill  had 
been  little  more  than  sketched  out,  even  in  July,  when  a 
few  men  furnished  with  shovels  quickly  levelled  the  ground, 
and  enabled  the  Cavaliers  to  enter. 

The  defeat  and  rout  of  Sir  William  AValler  at  Roundway 

Down  on  July  13th  gave  a  fatal  blow  to  the  Parliamentary 

cause    in    Bristol.     Before    the   battle,    AValler's   imperious 

demands    for   ]-einforcements   from   the  city  had  seriously 

reduced   the  garrison,  and   even    after    being    strengthened 

with    troops    drii.wii    fi-oin    liath,   Ficiiins    li.-id    onl\-  ;ibont 

2,(J<X)  foot  ineti  an'l   o'K)  »;uvii.lry  to  dcrrnd   .hp\<m..1   iv.ile.s  (»f 

fortiiieations  again.-i   Lis  advaiiCing   fo.^^.     Tlio  UA>Yv£«wf, 

however,  proclaimed  his  determination  to  hold  out  to  thts 

last  extremity,  and  ordered  the  inhabitants  to  funiish  tlu-in- 

selves  with  three  months'  provisions,  whilst  many  of  the 

rural  Puritans,  hopeful  of  protection.  Hocked  into  ihtt  city 

with    their  portable    property.      Barrett,    relying  on    on»l 

tradition,  asserts  that  Fiennes,  to  prevent  a  kxlgin*M»t  «( 

the  enemy  near  the  Castle,  commanded  tluj  demolititm  o( 

the  churches  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Philij),  but  no  eviiU.<w« 

can  be  found  in  support  of  the  story,  which  may  Ije  cUiwe*! 

amongst  the  numberless  calumnies  of  local  gossip-iuonRors. 

Prince  Rupert's  forces,  numbering  about  2(),<XM,  had  pra<> 

tically  invested  the  town  on  Sunday,  July  23rd,  the  Maniuis 
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of  Hertford  and  Prince  Maurice  being  in  command  on  tlie 
Somerset  side,  whilst  Rupert  established  himself  at  West- 
bury,  and  attended  service  at  Clifton  church  in  the  afternoon. 
On  Monday  the  beleaguering  forces  made  a  display  of  their 
strength  to  discourage  the  besieged,  and  a  summons  to  sur- 
render followed,  which  Fiennes  promptly  rejected.  The  for- 
mation of  batteries  intended  to  play  on  the  various  forts  was 
then  begun,  but  Rupert  was  iIl-j)rovided  with  cannon  until, 
by  a  stroke  of  good  fortune,  eight  ships  were  captured  (or 
voluntarily  surrendered)  in  Kingroad,  the  guns  from  which 
were  quickly  made  serviceable.  In  the  evening  some  trivial 
attacks  were  made  on  the  ramparts,  but  were  easily  repulsed. 
On  Tuesday  these  assaults  were  repeated  by  greater  numbers, 
and  with  more  perseverance,  but  with  no  better  success. 
The  royal  batteries  on  Clifton  Hill,  directed  against  Water 
Fort  and  Brandon  Hill,  proved  also  ineffectual,  and  the  guns 
were  removed  to  assail  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  on  the  eastern  brow 
of  Kingsdown.  In  the  afternoon.  Prince  Rupert  held  a 
council  of  war  with  the  officers  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
Avon,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  concerted  storm  of  the 
defences  at  six  different  points  should  take  place  on  the 
following  morning.  At  dawn  on  AVednesday,  the  2Gth,  the 
enthusiastic  Cornish  regiments,  under  Lord  Hertford,  accord- 
ingly attempted  to  seize  both  Redcliff  and  Temple  Gates, 
but  were  repulsed  at  each  place  with  heavy  loss.  Lord 
Grandison  led  the  attack  against  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  defended 
by  Blake,  the  afterwards  renowned  admiral  and  one  of  the 
noblest  worthies  of  Somerset,  Avho  proved  himself  as  skilful 
and  resolute  on  land  as  he  was  subsequently  on  the  ocean. 
The  rampart  near  the  fort  was  unfinished,  and  Grandison, 
who  displayed  great  valour,  took  advantagt^  of  the  defect; 
but  after  three  fierce  assaults  he  fell  mortally  wounded,  and 
his  men  were  beaten  off.  The  attempt  to  carry  the  works 
at  Stokes  Croft  was  repulsed  after  a  conflict  of  an  hour  and 
a  half.  A  redoubt  on  Kingsdown,  on  the  site  of  a  later  and 
enlarged  fort  called  Colston's  Mount,  also  encountered  a 
vigorous  but  fruitless  attack.  The  whole  enterprise  seemed 
fated  to  end  in  a  disastrous  failure,  when  tidings  spread  of 
an  unlooked-for  success. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  rudimentary  state  of  the 
rampart  and  trench  between  Brandon  Hill  and  Windmill 
Forts.  Fiennes  and  his  engineering  advisers  had  probably 
imagined  that  the  approach  to  the  city  from  Clifton  would 
be  sufficiently  protected  by  the  cannon  on  the  heights, 
p,ided  by  a  redoubt,  styled  Essex's  Fort,  on  a  site  a  little  to 
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the  east  of  tlie  present  Blind  Asylum.     This  post,  however, 
was  also  unfinished  ;  the  thick  furze  and  underwood  on  the 
slopes  of  tlie  two  hills  —so  useful  to  an  assailant — had  not 
been  cleared  away  ;  and,  as  the  event  proved,  the  mouths  of 
the  cannon  in  the  forts  could  not  be  lowered  to  aim  into  the 
liollow.     Captain  Washington,  a  collateral  ancestor  of  the 
American  hero,  had  been  directed  with  200  or  3()0  dragoons 
to  threaten  the  works  at  this  spot,  chiefly  in  order  to  dis- 
tract the  attention  of  the  besieged  ;    but  the  weakness  of 
the   defences    being    speedily  detected,   Washington,   after 
arming  his  men  with  ''  fire  pikes,"  commanded  an  assault, 
dashed    at   the  rampart,  to    the   consternation  of  the  few 
cavalry  guarding  the  line,  who  would  not  face  the  blazing 
pikes  and   forthwith  decamped.      A  handful  of  men  then 
quickly  levelled  the  ditch  by  throwing  down  the  earthwork, 
making  an  open  roadway  for  the  reinforcements  that  their 
commander  had  at  once  demanded.      The  cowardice  of  a 
fresh  body  of  the  Roundhead  cavalry,  Avho  made  a  faint- 
hearted   attempt   to    beat   oft'  Washington's  slender  force, 
together  with  the  panic-stricken  flight  of  a  small  party 
stationed  in  Essex's  Fort,  completely  turned  the  fortune  of 
the  day.     By  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Royal- 
ists were  in  j^ossession  of  the  catliedral  and  the  two  neigh- 
bouring churches,  and  some  of  them  occupied  St.  Augustine's 
Back,  commanding  tlie  ships  moored  in  the  Froom.    Another 
party,  forcing  their  way  through    narrow  thoroughfares, 
some  of  which  have  been  since  swept  away,  hore  down  upon 
Froom  Gate,  where  they  encountered  greater  difficulties. 
AVhen  the  news  of  Wasliington's  entrance  reached  the  city, 
i\rrs.  Dorothy  Hazard,  a  Puritan  lady  whose  ardour  has  been 
already  noticed,  rushed   with  about  two  hundred  women 
and  girls  to  this  Gate,  the  importance  of  which  was  obvious, 
and   with   the   help   of   some   men   the  j^ortal  was  solidly 
blocked  up  with  woolsacks  and  earth.      Mrs.  Hazard  then 
repaired  to  the  Governor,  and  adjured  him  to  remain  firm, 
assuring  him  that  her  Amazons  would  face  the  besiegers 
with  their  children  in  their  arms  "to  keep  off  the  shot  from 
the  soldiers  if  they  were  afraid."    Her  entreaties  were  of  no 
avail,  but  some  of  the  women  stood  firmly  with  the  gunners 
in  the  Gate,  and  it  was  not  until  after  repeated  assaults 
that  the  Royalists  were  able  to  enter.      About  this  time 
Fiennes  ordered  a  sally  against  the  Cavaliers  in  College 
(jrreen,  but,  according  to  his  subsequent  statement,  only  two 
hundred  men  could  be  collected,  and  these  were  so  tired  out 
through  having  been  on  constant  duty  for  four  days  that 
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they  were  easily  repulsed  by  greatl}'-  superi(;r  numbers.  It 
may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  Cornishmen  who  had  been 
defeated  on  the  Somerset  side  of  the  city  were  so  thoroughly 
disheartened  as  to  have  made  preparations  for  a  general 
retreat,  and  one  party  fled  as  far  as  Whitchurch  before 
tidings  were  received  of  the  actual  victory  of  their  cause. 

Within    a   few   houi^,    Fiennes'    precipitate    submission 
sealed  the  fate  of  the  city.     Before  the  siege  he  had  vowed 
that,  if  the  outer  fortifications  were  lost,  he  would  retire 
behind  the  ancient  Avails,  fight  every  inch  of  the  streets, 
and  make  a  last  stand  in  the  Castle.     The  Ro^^alists  had 
lost  nearly  1,00()  men,  while  less  than  a  score  of  the  gar- 
rison were  said  to  have  fallen.     (A  pamphlet  published  by 
the  King's  printer  at  Oxford,   doulitless   by  order   of  the 
Court,  stated  that  "  near  5CK)  common  men  "  lost  their  lives 
on  His  Majesty's  side,  and  that  the  total  loss  in  the  service 
— "  the  hottest  that  ever  was  since  the  war  began  " — was 
"at  least   1,4C)0.")      But  though  the   principal  forts  were 
intact  and  commanded  the  city,  the  Governor  ordered  the 
soldiers  still  holding  the  ramjiarts  to  retire  into  the  town 
on  pain  of  death;  and  to  the  "exceeding  comfort"  of  the 
besiegers,  as  they  confessed,  Fiennes  sought  for  a  parley 
with  a  view  to  a  capitulation.      (It  must  in  fairness   be 
added  that,  as  he  afterwards  alleged,  he  took  this  step  at 
the  urgent  entreaty  of  the   Mayor  and  other  influential 
citizens,   and   that  Fairfax  and  Cromwell,  as  well  as   the 
Royalist  engineer  De  Gomme,  held  that  further  resistance 
would  have  been  useless.)     Rupert  gladl}^  assented,  and  the 
preliminaries  to  a  surrender  were  agreed  upon  in  a  garden 
liouse  near  Park  Row.    The  final  treaty,  the  original  manu- 
scri[)t   of  which    is    preservcil    in    the    Council  House,  was 
executed  in  the  evening.     It  was  provided  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary officers  and  cavalry,  with   their  arms  and  horses, 
the  foot  soldiers,  with  arms,   and  the  sick   and  wounded, 
should   be   convoyed    to  AVarmiiister ;    that  all  gentlemeu 
shoukl   be   free    to   retire   unmolested  with  their   portable 
property,  and  that  the  liberties  of  the  city  should  be  main- 
tained.     The  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  found  in  the 
place  were,  of  course,  to  Ije  surrendered.     The  terms  were 
shamefully  broken   by  the  Royalists.      About  8(X)  of  the 
vanquished,  from  Fiennes  himself  down  to  the  grooms  of 
the  gentry,  were  pitilessly  plundered  and  outraged  on  taking 
their   departure,   some    being   stripped    almost    naked   and 
robbed  of  all  they  f)0ssessed.     And  although,  as  a  Royalist 
writer  admits,  £1,4U0  were  offered  and  paid  by  the  Corpora- 
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tion  to  save  the  inhabitants  from  pillage,  the  houses  of  those 
charged  with  disaffeotion  by  a  few  renegade  lioiindhead 
soldiers  were  broken  into  and  ruthlessly  sacked.  A  Puritan 
pamphlet  published  soon  afterwards  affirmed  that  one  citi- 
zen, wlio  had  been  already  plundered  of  £500  worth  of 
goods,  was  deprived  of  2,300  ounces  of  plate  by  the  direct 
orders  of  Prince  Rupert,  who  refused  him  redress,  reviled 
him  as  a  rebel,  and  directed  one  of  his  houses  to  be  demo- 
lished..  Some  tradesmen  ransomed  tlieir  goods  by  offering 
fines,  but  after  payment  was  made,  the  soldiery  burst  into 
their  houses  and  seized  all  they  could  find,  selling  the  plun- 
der openly  in  the  streets.  A  great  store  of  property  had 
been  placed  in  the  Castle — several  Royalist  Avriters  estimated 
its  value  at  £100,rXK.) — but  in  spite  of  the  treaty  the  troops 
broke  into  the  place,  and  the  owners  got  nothing  but  what 
they  redeemed  by  fines.  Meanwhile  the  army  was  billeted 
on  the  inhabitants,  some  of  whom  had  between  twenty  and 
thirty  men  thrust  into  their  houses,  and  the  families  were 
turned  out  of  their  beds  and  deprived  of  their  food. 

Alarmed  by  the  rapacity  of  the  soldiery,  and  possibly  in 
dread  of  a  universal  spoliation,  the  Council  assembled  on 
July  28th,  and  resolved  to  offer  a  pres6;nt  to  the  King  as  a 
testimony  of  the  "  love  and  good  affection "  of  the  city. 
Giles  El  bridge  appears  to  have  proposed  that  the  gift  should 
be  £20,(XH  I,  but  the  Mayor  and  twenty-five  others  voted  for 
£10,(  K )( I.  Four  aldermeii  and  four  councillors,  amongst  whom 
were  Alderman  Taylor  and  Thomas  Colston,  declined  to  vote 
for  either  sum.  The  bulk  of  the  money  was,  of  course,  to 
be  raised  by  a  rate  on  the  householders,  who  would  thus,  it 
was  hoped,  be  protected  from  looting.  A  personal  subscrip- 
tion towards  the  gift  was  then  made  in  the  Chamber,  to 
Avhieh  the  Ma3'or  contributed  £3ttl).  Alderman  Charlton 
£000,  Aldermen  Long  and  John  Langton  £200  each.  Alder- 
men Gonning  and  Hooke,  John  Gonning,  jun.,  and  Hugh 
Browne  £150  each,  whilst  many  of  the  rest  offered  sums 
varying  from  £1(K)  to  £40.  Miles  Jackson  closed  the  list 
with  £20.  Twelve  gentlemen,  about  half  of  whom  were 
Puritans  and  the  others  Royalists — amongst  the  latter  being 
Aldermen  Taylor  and  Jones,  and  ]\fessrs.  Elbridge,  Colston, 
and  Fitzherbert — declined  to  subscribe  anything. 

If  the  Corporation  imagined  that  this  peace-offering  would 
satisfy  the  appetites  of  the  conquerors  their  illusion  was 
soon  at  an  end.  Documentary  evidence  as  to  the  initial 
stages  of  what  followed  has  not  been  preserved,  but  the 
Council    must   have   been   informed    soon   afterwards  that 
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Prince  Rupert  required  a  liandsome  gratification,  and  tlie 
helpless  civic  body  had  to  submit  with  such  cheerfulness  as 
it  could  muster,  the  collection  of  the  "gifts"  had  evidently 
been  proceeding  for  some  time  when,  on  October  16th,  the 
Council  approved  of  the  labours  of  two  committees  pre- 
viously appointed  "for  raising  £,2i),(W  for  the  King  and 
Prince  Rupert,"  and  they  were  desired  "with  all  expedition 
to  get  in  the  arrears,"  using  any  means  to  wring  out  the 
money  that  they  might  think  proper.  As  the  population 
of  the  city  was  then  only  about  15,IKX),  and  the  value  of 
money  was  certainly  three  times  greater  than  it  is  now,  a 
proportionate  "  gift "  at  the  present  day  would  exceed  a 
million  sterling.  The  civic  treasury  was  then  so  exhausted 
that  the  Corporation  were  compelled  to  give  8  per  cent,  for 
a  loan  of  £100,  and  to  shut  up  the  House  of  Correction  in 
order  to  save  the  gaoler's  paltry  salary  ;  while  the  members 
of  the  Council  were  called  on  to  club  up  40.<;.  each  to  pay  for 
£72  worth  of  wine  presented  to  the  King.  Besides  the 
above  princely  donations,  a  weekly  assessment  was  levied 
upon  householders  for  the  support  of  the  garrison.  The 
amount,  as  originally  fixed,  does  not  appear,  but  it  was 
probably  £400,  for  in  September  a  deputation  was  sent  to 
Oxford  to  implore  the  King  for  a  remission  of  £2(30  a  week, 
and  the  tax  was  then  apparently  reduced  to  £3U3.  Subse- 
quently (May,  1644),  when  an  enormous  weekly  rate  was 
being  levied  to  strengthen  the  fortifications,  the  King  con- 
sented to  reduce  the  £300  to  £100 ;  but  the  relief  was  in 
fact  only  nominal,  the  citizens  being  required  to  complete 
and  furnish  the  new  Royal  Fort,  for  which  purpose  the 
Gcn^oruor  was  ordered  to  assist  the  Corporation  in  raising 
additional  tax<>s,  and  at  the  same  time  a  luiu])  sum  of  £2,000 
was  demanded  for  the  maintenance  of  the  garrison.  The 
unfortunate  Corporation  had  again  to  Vesort  to  borrowing, 
though  the  fact  does  not  appear  in  the  accounts,  but  is 
again  hidden  away  in  the  Bargain  Book.  Robert  Bing,  the 
rector  of  Cannings,  AVilts,  lent  £3CXJ  free,  for  six  months. 
Local  Royalists  were  not  so  liberal,  Alderman  AVallis  re- 
quiring 8  per  cent,  interest  for  £2(^).  Two  daughters  of 
Humphrey  Hooke  and  one  Thomas  Fowens  lent  £200  each 
at  6  per  cent.,  but  four  prominent  and  wealthy  loyalists — 
Alderman  Taylor,  Francis  Creswick,  John  Gonning,  jun., 
and  Alexander  James — contributed  only  from  £50  to  £150 
each.  A  loan  of  £80  was  also  wrung  from  William  Cann, 
a  leading  Parliamentarian. 

The  capture  of  Bristol — which  "  struck  the  two  Houses 
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to  the  lieart " — brought  a  long-subsisting  discord  in  the 
royal  army  to  an  acute  stage.  The  moderate  meu  who  had 
taken  arms  in  the  King's  cause  thirsted  for  reconciliation, 
and  were  anxious  that  the  constitutional  reforms  effected 
in  the  first  year  of  the  Long  Parliament  should  be  pre- 
served intact.  The  extreme  Cavaliers,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  whom  Prince  Rupert  was  the  idol,  looked  on  national 
liberties  with  contempt,  were  eager  to  destroy  the  Parlia- 
ment by  the  help  of  foreign  and  Irish  mercenaries,  and 
constantly  urged  the  King  to  maintain  tlie  war  until  his 
opponents  were  under  his  heel  and  a  future  despotism 
assured.  The  Marquis  of  Hertford,  a  representative  of  the 
former  section,  had  been  for  some  time  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Bristol  and  the  two  adjacent  counties,  and  being  by  his 
commission  in  command  of  the  "Western  troops  (though  he 
delegated  the  actual  leadership  to  Sir  Ealph  Hopton),  he 
looked  upon  Rujiert  as  but  an  auxiliary  to  his  army.  The 
Prince,  however,  disregarding  Hertford's  position,  had 
drawn  up  the  articles  of  Fiennes'  capitulation  without 
even  asking  for  his  counsel,  and  assumed  a  right  to  deal 
with  the  city  at  his  discretion,  Hertford,  to  vindicate  his 
authority,  thereupon  nominated  the  gallant  Sir  Ralph 
Hopton  as  Governor  of  Bristol,  without  consulting  the 
Prince ;  on  hearing  of  which  the  latter  wrote  to  the  King, 
concealing  the  fact  of  Hopton's  appointment,  and  asking 
for  the  governorship  for  himself,  to  which  Charles  unwit- 
tingly consented.  The  jealous  hostility  that  had  long- 
existed  between  the  friends  of  the  respective  commanders 
now  rose  to  exasperation,  and  the  dissension  threatened 
such  serious  consequences  that  the  King  paid  a  visit  to  the 
city  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation.  Accompanied  by  his 
youthful  sons,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York, 
Charles  arrived  on  August  3rd,  and  took  up  his  re^j-lence 
in  the  mansion  of  the  Creswick  family  i^i  Small  Street, 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  post-office.  (Barrett 
states  that  the  King  lodged  in  "  Mr.  Colston's  house  "  in 
the  same  street,  but  the  father  of  the  philanthropist,  from 
his  marriage  to  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years, 
resided  in  Wine  Street.)  According  to  a  Royalist  news- 
sheet,  the  King  was  received  with  great  demonstrations  of 
joy,  and  at  night  the  cit}^  was  ablaze  with  bonfires.  His 
Majesty  had  not  been  appeased  by  the  liberal  gift  of  the 
Corporation,  but  informed  his  nephew  that  he  would  not 
admit  the  Mayor  and  Council  to  his  presence  until  "  the 
businesses  be  settled";  or,  as   the  news-writer  says,  until 
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they  had  answered  for  the  murder  of  the  two  "martyrs." 
Possibly  his  ill-liumour  gave  a  spur  to  the  "  present  "  made 
to  Rupert,  Thanks  to  the  nobility  of  character  shown  by 
Lord  Hertford  and  Sir  Ralph  Hopton,  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  rival  parties  was  effected,  Hopton  (who  was 
created  a  peer)  consenting  to  become  Lieutenant-Governor 
under  the  Prince,  A  more  momentous  decision  was  arrived 
at  during  the  King's  brief  visit.  The  city  of  Gloucester 
alone  interrupted  the  communications  between  the  royal 
forces  in  "Wales,  the  "West,  and  the  North,  and  Charles, 
sanguine  of  an  easy  triumph,  resolved  on  besieging  the 
Puritan  town  in  person.  It  was  eminently  characteristic 
of  the  King's  temper  during  a  flash  of  prosperity  that  a 
day  or  two  after  his  beleaguerment  of  Gloucester,  he  issued 
orders  for  the  levy  throughout  the  county  of  £(),C)0(3  a 
month  for  the  maintenance  of  the  garrisons  at  Bristol  and 
other  places  within  the  shire.  The  money  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  high  constables  to  "  Thomas  Walter  of  St,  Nicholas's 
parish  in  Bristol."  The  issue  of  his  attempt  on  Gloucester 
is  historical. 

A  few'days  after  the  King's  departure,  the  Council  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  "  mediate  "  with  the  new  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor "for  the  liberties  and  freedom  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, both  for  their  persons  and  estate,  especially  those  that 
are  now  in  custody,  and  have  petitioned  for  relief."  To 
propitiate  his  lordship,  lie  was  presented  with  a  butt  and 
three  hogsheads  of  wine,  a  hundredweight  of  sugar,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  cit3^  The  ultra  party  at  Court  were  still  so 
drunk  with  success  that  Lord  Hopton  seems  to  have  been 
prevented  from  liberating  the  imprisoned  Puritans,  for  on 
the  discomtited  King's  return  to  Oxford  the  Corporation 
renewed  their  a})peals  for  merciful  consideration  in  humble 
jietitions,  accompanied  with  copio\is  presents  of  wine. 
After  many  months'  hesitation,  marking  the  reluctance  of 
the  act,  His  Majesty  granted  the  city  his  "  gracious  pardon  " 
on  February  24th,  1044,  which  may  liave  brought  liberty 
to  tlie  captives.  The  document  cost  the  poverty-stricken 
Council  £150  in  cash,  irrespective  of  numerous  presents 
and  the  heavy  travelling  expenses  of  supplicating  dele- 
gates. In  other  respects  the  civic  body  was  treated  with 
scant  respect.  The  King  ordered  the  appointment  of  his 
nominee  to  the  vicarage  of  St,  ]\Iichael ;  Lord  Hopton 
"  commanded "  the  grant  of  the  freedom  to  one  Richard 
Allan,  "  postmaster- general  ";  and  pressure  was  exerted  to 
secure  a  loyal  majority  in  the  Chamber.    Councillors  Vickris 
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.'     and  Hodges — probably  in  prison — were  struck  off  the  roll, 

)       and  to  supply  these  and  other  vacancies  AVilliam  Colston 

^     and  five  others  of  ultra-ro3^al  principles  were  elected.     On 

September    15th,  when  Humphre}'-  Hooke  (now  become  a 

Royalist)    was  chosen   Mayor,    and   William   Colston   and 

Henry  Creswick  were  selected  as  Sheriffs,  an  illegal  oath, 

I  the  author  of  which  is  not  stated,  was  tendered  to  each 
member  of  the  Council,  who  was  required  to  vow  that  he 

I  would  not  abet  or  assist,  or  hold  any  intelligence  with,  the 
forces  of  the  Parliament,  or  pay  any  tax  imposed  by  the 
Houses,  or  encourage  any  one  to  bear  arms  against  the 
King.  Thirty-two  members  swallowed  this  formula,  it  is 
said  "  voluntarily,"  though  that  assertion  may  well  be 
doubted.  The  outgoing  Mayor,  Richard  Aldworth,  and 
about  nine  others  either  refused  to  swear  or  absented 
themselves.  Perhaps  the  most  egregious  instance  of  the 
high-handedness  of  the  royal  officers  occurred  in  November, 
when  the  General  of  the  Artillery,  styled  Lord  Piercies  in 
the  minutes,  demanded  of  the  Council  that  all  the  church 
bells  in  the  city  should  be  immediately  delivered  up  to  him 
for  conversion  into  cannon.  The  mandate  evoked  a  digni- 
fied reply  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  pointing  out  that 
the  request  was  contrar}'-  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation, 
and  that,  in  any  case,  the  Corporation  had  no  right  to  dis- 
pose of  parish  property. 

During  the  summer,  Sir  John  Pennington  arrived  in  the 
city  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  command  of  a  number  of 
ships  of  war  that  had  gathered  in  the  port  for  the  royal 
service.  To  aid  in  procuring  crews,  the  King  issued  a  pro- 
clamation promising  pardon  to  all  sailors  who  deserted 
from  tlie  Parliamentary  fleet,  and  threatening  those  who 
served  against  him  with  the  punishment  of  rebels.  A 
royal  news-sheet  of  August  4tli  alleges  that  a  ship  of 
eighteen  guns  had  come  into  Kingroad,'*and  surrendered. 
Parliament,  on  the  other  hand,  directed  their  admiral,  the 
Earl  of  AVarwick,  to  cruise  near'  the  mouth  of  the  Bristol 
Channel,  in  order  to  capture  ships  sailing  to  Bristol,  and 
prevent  the  transport  of  soldiers  sent  over  to  the  King  from 
Ireland,  in  which  last  service,  however,  Warwick  was  far 
from  successful,  considerable  numbers  of  Irish  mercenaries 
being  afterwards  landed  in  the  Avon. 

A  royalist  quarrel,  somewhat  similar  to  that  already  re- 
corded, occurred  at  this  time  between  Sir  Edward  Hyde, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Lord  Ashburnham,  Pay- 
master of  the  Forces.     The  latter,  embarrassed  for  money, 


186  THE    ANNALS    OP    BRISTOL  [1643 

lost  no  time  in  seizing  the  receipts  of  tiie  Bristol  Custom 
House,  and  when  Hyde,  the  proper  recipient  of  the  dues, 
ajjplied  to  the  local  ofhcers  for  the  amount  collected,  he  was 
enraged  to  find  that  he  had  been  forestalled  by  his  military 
colleague.  After  a  bitter  controversy  the  King  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Chancellor. 

A  brief  reference  must  be  made  to  the  fortunes  of  ex- 
Governor  Fiennes.  On  arriving  in  London  that  gentleman 
defended  his  conduct  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  invited 
an  inquiry  before  a  Council  of  War.  His  challenge  having 
been  taken  up  by  the  well-known  AVilliam  Prynn,  seconded 
by  a  shifty  politician,  Clement  Walker,  who  both  alleged 
that  they  had  "  lost  the  best  parts  of  their  estate  in 
Bristol,"  and  who  stigmatised  Fiennes  as  a  coward  in 
separate  jmmphlets,  the  Earl  of  Essex  summoned  him  and 
his  accusers  before  a  Council  of  AVar,  which  after  several 
weeks'  delay,  owing  to  the  efforts  of  Fiennes'  friends  to 
avoid  a  trial,  was  opened  at  St.  Albans  on  December  14th. 
The  indictment,  framed  by  Prynn  with  his  usual  acri- 
mony, was  of  great  length,  and  its  virulence  may  be  esti- 
mated 'by  the  fact  that  one  charge  was  founded  on  the 
condemnation  of  Yeamans  and  Bowcher,  which  had  been 
approved  by  both  Lord  Essex  and  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment,: The  accusation  of  cowardice  was  put  in  various 
forms,  and  the  evidence  of  numerous  witnesses  Cone  of 
whom  was  the  strong-Avilled  Dorothy  Hazard)  was  pro- 
duced in  its  support.  Fiennes  discredited  his  defence  by 
raising  the  quibbling  plea  that  as  he  was  never  legally 
invested  with  the  governorshi])  of  the  city,  the  whole  in- 
dictment was  vitiated.  Having  been  confuted  ou  this 
point,  lie  fell  back  ou  assertions  that  he  had  done  his  best, 
and  tliat  the  defence  of  the  town  was  impracticable  with 
the  forces  at  his  command.  Puritan  resentment,  however, 
demanded  a  victim.  The  Court  foi>ind  him  guilty,  and  he 
was  sentenced  to  death.  But  his  civil  abilities,  which 
were  confessedly  brilliant,  and  the  powerful  influence  of 
his  family,  as  well  as  the  confiicting  opinions  of  military 
men  as  to  the  justice  of  the  sentence,  were  urged  upon  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Avho  granted  him  a  pardon,  in  whicli 
his  valour  at  Edgehill  fight  is  warmly  applauded.  A  few 
years  later  Fiennes  was  aj)pointed  by  Cromwell  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  State,  and  he  was  also  for  a  time  Keeper 
of  the  Great 'Seal. 

When  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  as  previous 
notes  bear  witness,  had  been  alwa3\s  unsatisfactory,  mat- 
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ters  were  not  likely  to  be  improved  by  the  introduction  of 
a  large  gtirrison  and  the  contingencies  of  a  siege.  A 
minute  of  a  Council  meeting  in  October  shows  that  house- 
holders were  in  the  habit  of  throwing  their  refuse  into 
the  streets,  and  that  filth  was  lying  thickly  in  the  un- 
swept  alleys  and  on  the  quays.  Fines  were  threatened  if 
those  abuses  were  j^ersisted  in,  but  it  was  felt  that  some- 
thing more  was  necessary,  and  the  salary  of  "  the  Raker" 
was  raised  from  £70  to  £80,  the  Council  ordering  that  the 
additional  £10  should  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants. 

During  August  a  Bristol  ship  with  a  valuable  cargo  was 
taken  by  one  of  the  Parliamentary  men-of-war,  and  sold  as 
a  prize  in  London  b}^  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
the  serious  loss  of  some  Royalist  merchants.  Soon  after- 
wards, Colonel  Massey,  the  heroic  Governor  of  Gloucester, 
equipped  a  frigate,  by  which  a  party  of  his  soldiers,  sailing 
down  to  Chepstow,  succeeded  in  surprising  and  carrying  oil' 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  royal  garrison,  and  the  vessel 
was  afterwards  employed  in  cruising  for  prizes  in  the 
Bristol  Channel.  To  meet  this  danger  to  local  commerce, 
efforts  were  made  to  send  out  ships  for  the  defence  of  the 
port.  In  February,  1644,  Sir  John  Winter,  Governor  of 
Chepstow,  offered  the  Corporation  a  pinnace  fit  for  this  ser- 
vice, and  undertook  to  ])ay  half  the  outla}'-  for  the  crew's 
wages  and  provisions.  The  jii'oposal  was  accepted,  and  the 
Merchants'  Company  having  contributed  £20  towards  the 
expense,  the  Corporation  ordered  that  the  remainder  should 
be  levied  upon  the  inhabitants,  who  seem  to  have  been  re- 
garded as  a  sort  of  inexhaustible  milch  cow.  (They  were 
now,  by  the  way,  paying  a  new  contribution  of  o\ev 
£1,(KK)  a,  3^ear  for  the  relief  of  maimed  soldiers  and  various 
military  needs.)  A  second  ])innace  was  afterwards  manned, 
under  a  similar  promise  of  assistance  from  Winter,  which, 
as  in  the  previous  case,  he  entirely  failed  to  fulfiL  In 
February,  1645,  the  Corporation,  who  h:^d  borne  all  the 
outlay,  informed  liim  that  if  his  moiety  Avas  not  forthcom- 
ing, the  city  would  bear  no  further  charge.  Though  no- 
thing was  received,  the  King  insisted  that  the  ships  should 
be  kept  at  sea  ;  but  in  July  the  Council  resolved  that  in 
consequence  of  other  excessive  burdens  on  the  ratepayers 
the  charge  could  no  longer  be  sustained. 

The  King,  on  December  22nd,  1G43,  granted  a  new 
charter  to  the  Society  of  Merchant  Venturers.  The  patent 
stated  that  "  in  consideration  that  the  merchants  of  Bristol 
have  expressed  their  lo^^alty  and  fidelity  to  us  in  these  late 
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times  of  differences,  when  even  the  merchants  of  London," 
who  have  enjoyed  many  more  privileges  and  immunities, 
liave  many  of  them  traitorously  rebelled  against  us,"  the  | 

King  had  granted  the  Society  the  same  rights  of  trade  as 
were    possessed  by  the  Russia  and  Turkey  Companies  of 


I 
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London,  and  also  freedom  to  trade  to  the  Hanse  Towns  and  j 

Denmark. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  current  money,  always  hoarded  in 
troublous  times,  a  large  proportion  of  the  contributions  ex- 
tracted from  local  householders  on  behalf  of  the  royal  cause 
were  presented  in  the  shape  of  silver  plate,   the  value  of 
which  was  taken  at  about  4:S.  4fZ.  per  ounce.     In  order  to 
turn  this  mass  of  treasure  to  account,  a  Mint  was  estab- 
lished in  the  Castle,   and  great  quantities  of  half-crowns, 
shillings,  and  sixpences,  dated  10-13,  were  put  into  circula- 
tion.    Several  varieties  are  preserved,  most  of  them  bearing 
the  mint  mark  BR.      As  plate  continued  to  be  offered  in 
lieu  of  money,  the  Mint  was  busily  employed  throughout 
1G44,   groats  anrl  half-groats  being  added  to  the   previous 
pieces.     In  the  early  months  of   1(345,  in  addition  to  fresh 
issues  of  half-crowns  and  shillings,  a  number  of  sovereigns 
and  half-sovereigns  were  struck  in  gold,  the  metal  having 
<loubtless  been  received  in  the  sliajie  of  chains,  etc.,  ten- 
dered in  lieu  of  cash.     Descriptions  of  most  of  the  various 
local  specimens  still  in  existence  may  be  found  in  Henfrey's 
well-known  work  on  the  English  coinage.     In  addition  to 
these  authorized  coins,  it  Avould  appear  that  vast  numbers 
of  tokens  were  made  in  the  city  during  the  royalist  occu- 
])ation.     According  to  a  contemporary  news-sheet,  quoted 
i)y  ]\[r.  Henfrey,  it  was  stated  in   the  House  of  Commons 
oil  September  13tli,  1(144,  that  the  King's  soldiers  were  for 
the  most  part  paid  with  Bristol  farthing   'okens,  some  of 
which  had  been  secretly  conveyed  to  London  for  conver- 
sion into  money.     These  base  pieces,  alleged  in  a  Round- 
head pamphlet  to  be  made  of  "tinkers''' metal,"  are  supposed 
to  be  represented  by  numerous  coins  dredged  from  time  to 
time  out  of  the  Floating  Harbour.      They  are  somewhat 
larger  than  the  modern  silver  threepence,  and  bear  a  crown 
and  two   crossed   sceptres    instead  of  the  royal   head,  but 
have  neither  date  nor  mint  mark. 

The  city  was  also  indebted  to  the  Royalists  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  printing-press.  Out  of  about  a  dozen  tracts 
emanating  from  it  which  have  been  preserved,  the  earliest 
is  entitled  : — "  The  Association  Agreement  and  Protestation 
of  the  Counties  of  Cornwall   and  Devon.     January  5,  1(J43 
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[old  style,  really  1644].  Bristoll,  Printed  by  Eobert  Barker 
and  John  Bile  [error  for  Bill]  Printers  to  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty,  mdcxliii."  The  latest  of  these  pam- 
pldets  is : — "  A  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Essex  to  his  High- 
)iess  Prince  Rupert,"  dated  1645.  AH  of  them  are  of  course 
in  support  of  the  Royalist  cause.  The  King's  Printers  left 
the  city  on  the  entry  of  Fairfax  and  Cromwell,  and  it  was 
not  until  half  a  century  later  that  a  local  printing-press 
was  definitely  established. 

A  document  amongst  the  State  Papers  for  1644  indicates 
how  the  Bristol  and  other  mints  were  kept  provided  with 
raw  material.  It  is  a  writ  of  Privy  Seal  under  the  sign 
manual,  dated  February  14th,  1()44,  and  directed  to  AVil- 
liam  AVyatt,  merchant,  Bristol,  setting  forth  that  as  the 
Parliament  at  Oxford  had  approved  of  the  speedy  raising 
of  £100,(X)C)  for  the  royal  defence,  and  had  subscribed  a 
large  ])ortion  of  that  sum,  the  King  hoped  tliat  the  re- 
mainder would  be  made  up  by  loyal  subjects,  and  therefore 
required  AVyatt  to  subscribe  £20  in  money  or  that  value  in 
plate.  Appended  to  the  mandate  is  a  memorandum,  signed 
by  Francis  Creswick,  Sheriff,  to  the  efTect  that  Wyatt  had 
brought  in  eighty  ounces  of  "  touched  "  plate,  value  £20. 
Simihir  extortions  were  largely  practised  in  other  towns 
where  the  Cavaliers  were  predominant. 

The  abovo  reference  to  the  mock  Parliament  at  Oxford 
recalls  attention  to  the  somewhat  equivocal  ])o.sition  of  tli.e 
representatives  of    Bristol.       Serjeant    (xlanville- seems   to 
have   effaced  himself    from   the  time  of  his    election,    and 
received  no  "  wages  "  from  the  Corporation  ;  but,  so  long 
as  the  city  was    in    Puritan   hands,  Aklerman  Taylor  re- 
mained at  "Westminster,  and,  as  has  been  shown,  lent  and 
jji-oiuist'd   pt'i'uuiary  liolp  to  llio  I^irliamentary  cause.     The 
entry  of  Prince  Rupert  gnmtly  alten'd  his  position.     Hav- 
ing "his    property  and    business  in  the  city,  he  coukl  not 
have  remained  in  the  House  of    Commons  without  being 
personally  ruined,  and,  like  many  others"\subjected  to  the 
same  peril,  he  repaired  to  Oxford,  repudiated  the  assembly 
he    had  deserted    (which   declared    him    "  disabled  "),^  and 
tlienceforth  conducted  himself  as  a  sni)porter  of  the  King. 
The  change  of  front  is  noted  in  the  corporate  accounts  for 
l(i44  without  remark:— "Paid  Alderman  Taylor,  charges  as 
burgess  at  London  and  Oxford,  £10."     A  few  months  later 
he  received   £100  more,  in  addition  to  £60  previously  paid 
as  salary  whilst  sitting  at  AVestminster. 

Thouo-h  direct    evidence  is  wanting,  it  is  certain    that 
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the  royal  officers  had  not  been  long  in  possession  of  the 
city  before  the}^  felt  the  urgent  necessity  of  strengthening 
the  fortifications,  and  thus  securing  against  such  a  mishap 
as  had  befallen  their  opponents.  AVhatever  may  have  been 
the  date  at  which  the  additional  Avorks  were  commenced, 
a  corporate  minute  of  March,  l(;4-4,  shows  tliat  they  were 
then  in  full  operation,  two  members  of  the  Council  being 
ordered  to  ride  round  and  view  the  works  every  afternoon 
and  encourage  the  workmen.  Entries  of  a  month's  later 
date  show  that  money  Avas  collected  in  advance  from  the 
inhabitants  every  six  weeks  for  the  payment  of  the 
labourers,  and  that  those  unable  to  bear  the  burden  were 
required  to  send  an  able  man,  who  was  to  work  from  six 
a.m.  to  six  p.m.,  save  two  hours  at  midday,  Mr.  Thomas 
■Colston  was  then  engaged  in  extending  and  strengthening 
the  redoubt  at  Kingsdowu  that  Avas  afterwards  known  by 
his  name,  and  the  Council  undertook  to  refund  him  all  his 
disbursements.  The  most  important  extensions,  liowever, 
were  on  the  summit  of  St.  Michael's  Hill,  wliere  the  little 
Windmill  Fort  had  been  constructed  two  years  before. 
The  royal  engineers  resolved  on  converting  this  ])lace  into 
a  great  pentagonal  fortress,  almost  deserving  the  name 
of  a  citadel,  styled  the  Royal  Fort,  deeply  entrenched, 
mounted  with  twenty-two  guns,  and  provided  witli  maga- 
zines, barracks,  and  other  military  buildings.  The  city 
being  unable  to  furnish  tlie  extra  number  of  labourers 
needed  for  the  completion  of  this  stronghold  Avith  the 
rapidity  Avhich  the  course  of  the  Avar  rendered  urgent, 
Avorkmen  Avere  drafted  by  force  from  the  surrounding 
country,  the  inhabitants  of  Avhich  Avere  also  required  to 
(HHitributo  to  the  cost  of  jnaintainiiig  the  garrison.  One 
i)f  the  Avarrants  for  labourers,  dated  June  15th, transmitted 
to  tlie  head  constables  of  Clrumboldsash  hundred,  Glouces- 
tershire, many  parishes  of  Avliich  are  fifteen  miles  from 
Bristol,  is  amongst  the  State  Papers.  \  It  requires  tlie 
sending  in  of  sixt3'-  al)le  men  for  a  "  fcAV  da3rs,"  provided 
Avith  good  shovels  and  pickaxes,  their  Avages  being  pro- 
inised  out  of  the  monthly  contributions  leAaed  on  the  hun- 
dred. Larger  contingents  Avould  be  available  from  the  more 
populous  hundreds  surrounding  the  city,  but  even  six 
months  later  £219  per  week  Avere  still  being  expended 
upon  the  fortifications  generally.  The  j)ermane]it  military 
establishment  had  then  been  settled.  The  garrison  Avas 
fixed  at  threti  regiments  of  infantry  (3,(;(MJ  men),  the  main- 
tenance of  Avhicli  cost  £834  a  Aveek  ;  a  regiment  of  cavalry, 
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'   420  strong,  costing  weekly  £352  ;    the  Prince's  troop,  200 

/    men,  requiring  £121,  and  about  GO  gunners,  receiving  £38. 

/     The  Governor's  salary  is  not  stated,  but  £21  weekly  were 

L    apportioned  to  the    Lieutenant-Governor,  £10  to  the  De- 

1    puty-Governor,  £5  each  to  the  Major  and  Petardier,  and 

I    minor  sums  to  subordinates.     Finally  £350  a  week   were 

!    to  be  laid  out  for  making  arms  and  ammunition.     With 

j    the  exception  of  £200  derived  from  the  Customs,  the  Avhole 

I    of   this  burden — £2,000  a    week  in   round   numbers — was 

j    arbitrarily  levied  upon  the  householders  of  the  district,  the 

j    hundreds  of    Somerset   being    compelled  to    pay  £850,   of 

AVilts  £5(Kj,  of  the  lower  division  of  Gloucestershire  £300 

and  Bristol  £150. 

About  the  end  of  January,  1G44,  a  body  of  about  1,5C)0 
Irish  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Lichiquin  and 
"  the  great  O'Niel,"  disembarked  at  Bristol  for  service  in 
the  royal  army.  The  fact  aj^pears  to  have  been  suppressed 
by  the  Royalist  news-sheets,  the  writers  of  which  were 
aware  of  the  detestation  with  which  the  >' Papists  "  were 
regarded  by  Englishmen  generally,  in  consequence  of  the 
wholesale  massacres  of  Irish  Protestants.  The  Roundhead 
scribes,  on  the  other  hand,  made  the  most  of  the  intelli- 
gence, adding  that  Mass  was  being  openly  celebrated  in 
five  different  places  in  the  city,  and  that  the  neighbouring 
counties  were  being  pillaged  to  support  the  "rebels." 
About  two  months  latei-,  when  these  mercenaries  had  de- 
parted, three  more  shiploads  of  Irish  arrived,  Init  tlie  pilots 
at  Pill  rose  in  mutin}'^,  and  refused  to  allow  the  vessels  to 
come  up  the  river  ;  whereupon  Alderman  Hooke  called  a 
meeting  of  about  sixty  leading  citizens,  who  apjiroved  of 
the  pilots'  action,  and  Avarned  the  Deputy-Governor  that 
an  attempt  to  force  the  hated  hirelings  on  the  city  would 
load  to  an  insurrection  of  the  trained  Ininds,  aiid  possibly 
to  a  general  revolt.  The  Deputy-Governor  tlien  piudently 
ordered  the  ships  to  land  the  troopers  at  Bridgwater. 

Although  our  local  historians  have  overlooked  tlie  inci- 
dent, the  corporate  records  bear  witness  that  QueWi  Heiiri- 
etta  Maria  spent  a  night  or  two  in  the  city  in  April,  1G44. 
She  was  lodged  in  the  Great  House  at  St,  Augustine's  Back, 
whiph  must  have  been  scantily  furnished,  for  beds  were 
borrowed  from  the  landlord  of  the  Red  Lion  inn,  who 
seems  to  have  received  nothing  for  the  loan.  On  April 
23rd  the  Council  resolved  that  £500  should  be  "  freely 
bestowed "  on  Her  Majesty,  hoping  that  she  would 
''  graciously    accept   it   as   a    token    of    their   love."      One 
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fourtli  of  the  amount  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Chamber ;  the 
remainder  was  ordered  to  be  fortliwith  "  imposed  on  the 
inhabitants,"  whose  experiences  of  such  "  benevolences " 
must  by  tliis  time  have  been  painfuL  Some  trouble  was 
found  in  raising  the  money,  for  Mr.  John  Gonning  lent  £4<) 
to  complete  the  sum.  The  present,  being  in  silver,  was  a 
bulky  one,  and  ten  bags,  costing  2s.  8d.,  were  required  to 
transport  it.  The  Queen  then  disappears  into  black  night. 
Lord  Hopton,  who  had  been  absent  from  his  post  for  some 
time,  returned  about  the  middle  of  May,  after  having  been 
defeated  by  Sir  William  Waller  in  Hamj^shire,  and  appears 
to  have  apprehended  an  early  investment  of  the  city. 
Doubtless  at  his  request,  the  Council,  on  May  21st,  resolved 
that  the  trained  band  should  be  increased  to  1,000  men. 
This  and  other  expenses  for  defensive  purposes  neces- 
sitating an  outlay  of  £1,(XK),  it  Avas  determined  that  the 
Chamber  should  become  security  for  the  loan,  but  that  the 
money  should,  at  a  convenient  season,  be  levied  upon  the 
inhabitants.  It  was  further  decided  that,  as  much  previous 
expenditure  imposed  on  the  citizens  had  been  only  partially 
recovered,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  shoidd  issue  warrants 
for  the  collection,  of  the  arrears,  and  that  persons  refusing 
to  pay  should  have  their  goods  distrained,  or  be  committed 
to  Newgate  till  the  money  was  forthcomiDg.  Constables 
and  churchwardens  remiss  in  carrying  out  this  order  were 
also  to  be  sent  to  prison.  To  make  further  provision  for 
defence,  it  was  determined  on  June  5th  that  Bristol  should 
enter  into  an  Association  with  the  counties  of  Somerset, 
Dorset,  Devon,  and  Cornwall,  in  conformity  with  a  proposal 
to  that  efltect  brought  by  Sir  Edward  Rodney  from  the 
central  committee  at  Exeter.  It  will  presently  be  seen  that 
this  step  jilunged  the  Corporation  into  fresh  financial 
embarrassment.  On  September  20th  the  Council  received 
an  urgent  letter  from  Lord  Hopton's  deputy,  Sir  Francis 
Hawley,  for  help  to  finish  the  Roj^al  Fort,  which  he  was 
unable  to  accomplish  through  lack  of  means.  The  civic 
treasury  being  empty,  the  Mayor  and  Mayor-elect  were 
requested  to  become  security  for  £200,  borrowed  to  furnish 
the  needful  assistance,  the  Chamber  undertaking  to  save 
them  harmless.  By  this  time  the  royal  cause  was  evidently 
becoming  desperate.  Amongst  the  many  interesting  docu- 
ments in  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  Sholto  Hare,  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Fenton  Miles,  is  a  letter  from  Sir 
Francis  Hawley  to  Prince  Rupert,  dated  November  22ud, 
stating  that  many  of  the  Bristol  auxiliaries  had  run  awa}'. 
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and  begging  for  an  order  to  impress  1,0'J')  men.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  Corporation  raised  a  loan  of  £10(J  at  8  per 
cent.,  and  sent  half  the  money  to  Hawlej^,  then  beeome  a  peer, 
towards  his  expenses  in  entertaining  Prince  Rnpert,  who 
had  jnst  passed  through  the  city,  after  his  defeat  at  Mars- 
ton  Moor,  to  join  the  King  at  Chard.  The  needs  of  the 
ships  of  war  at  Ivingroad  were  next  pressed  upon  the 
authorities,  who  promist'd  i-l(i(),  but  for  a  time  could  raise 
only  Ai2(».  Under  tliese  painful  difficulties  the  salary  of  tlie 
Mayor  Avas  suspended,  as  was  that  of  the  Recorder,  who 
ceased  to  exercise  his  functions  after  1012,  gaol  deliveries 
being  abandoned. 

Owing  to  the  distracted  state  of  the  country,  the  great 
fair  at  St.  James's  tide  was  not  held  in  1(!14.  The  suspen- 
sion deprived  the  Sheriffs  of  their  customary  receipts  from 
booths  and  standings,  and  the  Council  voted  them  £50  ''  in 
respect  of  tlieir  great  loss."  Many  persons,  too,  had 
quitted  the  city,  leaving  houses  uninhabited,  and  upwards 
of  £201.)  of  rents  due  to  the  Corporation  Avere  reported  as 
"  utterly  lost." 

The  Common  Council,  on  September  30th,  deliberated 
upon  a  letter  just  received  from  tlio  King,  requiring  a  pro- 
vision of  1,50(J  pairs  of  shoes  and  stockings  for  his  army. 
There  being  no  otljer  means  of  meeting  the  outlay,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  weehly  levy  on  householders  for  maintain- 
ing the  garrison  should  be  doubled  for  a  month.  ,  Another 
resolution  passed  at  the  same  meeting  shows  that  orders 
had  been  ah-eady  given  for  doubling  tliat  imposition  for 
four  weeks  to  pa}^  for  "  Prince  Rupert's  tirelccks,  frigate 
money,  and  other  necessary  occasions."  The  condition  of 
tlu^  eiti/eiis  under  these  eternal  exactions  must  have  been 
pitiable.  Nevertheless,  on  October  8th,  the  Chamber 
received  another  mandate  from  the  King,  requiring  it  to 
assist  the  Somerset  Committee  with  a  loan  for  the  payinent 
of  the  royal  army.  This  order  had  been  sent  through 
Lord  Hopton,  who  coolly  "  propounded  "  that  £2,00U  should 
be  advanced  in  ready  money,  and  £1,0(30  spent  in  jirovidiug 
the  soldiers  witli  clothing,  allowance  being  made  for  the 
shoes  and  stockings  already  sent  in.  His  lordship's 
demands  staggered  the  impecunious  Council,  who  adjourned 
without  framing  a  reply.  Two  days  later,  however,  after 
much  debate,  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  that  £1,000 
only  should  be  lent  to  the  Somerset  gentry,  to  be  borrowed 
on  the  security  of  theCliamber,'and  ten  Councillors,  selected 
from  former  supporters  of  the  Parliament,  were  requested 
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to  raise  the  monej'-  on  their  personal  credit.  Tlie  King's 
necessities  being  in  no  degree  mitigated,  he  sent  dowii 
another  mandate  in  February,  1045,  requiring  £1,500  more 
to  be  provided  for  his  troops  in  Somerset.  He  had,  liow- 
ever,  so  thoroughly  exhausted  the  city  that  the  Council 
frankly  made  answer  tliat,  in  view  of  tlie  increasing  rlebts 
of  the  Corporation,  the  demand  could  not  be  complied 
Avith. 

In  or  about  December,  the  construction  of  the  Ivo^'al 
l^^ort  Avas  at  length  completed,  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
labouring  population  that  had  been  driven  in  to  work  upon 
it.  On  January  7th,  1645,  the  Council  ordered  a  re-assess- 
raent  of  the  citizens,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  King's 
requirements,  increased  the  weekl}'-  rate  for  supporting  the 
garrison  from  £100  to  £150,  but  discontinued  the  tax  for 
the  fortifications. 

Early  in  March,  1(^45,  the  Prince  of  "Wales,  who,  although 
under  fifteen  years  of  age,  had  been  ajipointed  General  of 
the  Association  of  the  four  AVestern  counties,  ari'ived  in 
Bristol,  accompanied  by  Lord  Capol,  Sir  Edward  H^^de,  Sir 
John  Culpepper,  and  others,  who  had  been  nominated  as 
his  Council.  Lord  Hopton  had  2">i'eviously  solicited  tlie 
assistance  of  the  Corporation  in  receiving  this  little  Court, 
Avhich  was  accommodated  in  the  Great  House,  St.  Augus- 
tine's, and  four  hogsheads  of  wine,  with  coal  and  wood, 
were  forthwith  provided  (on  credit),  and  consigned  to  the 
cellars.  The  house  being  unfurnished,  the  Chamber  furtlier 
resolved  that  whosoever  would  lend  furniture,  bedding,  etc., 
should  have  the  guarantee  of  the  Corporation  for  the  return 
(^f  their  goods  undamaged,  \\  hereupon,  it  is  recorded,  five 
Cinnu'iHors  each  undertook  to  send  in  a  feather  bed,  mat- 
tress, bolster,  two  pillows  Avith  pillow  bearers  (cases),  a  pair 
of  slieets  and  a  pair  of  blankets.  The  CorjXJration  fur- 
nished a  service  of  pewter  for  the  royal  table  at  a  cost  of 
£11).  Some  of  the  Prince's  ])arty  were  lodged  in  the 
Bisliop's  palace,  for  which  furniture  was  also  required.  A 
few  days  later  the  Common  Council  determined  to  2:)resent 
the  royal  visitor  Avith  £500,  Avhicli  Avere  to  be  raised '•  out  of 
hand"  by  collecting  "  3,s'.  and  upwards"  from  the  house- 
holders. Only  £4;J0  being  obtained  i]i  this  Avay,  the 
Chamberlain  contrived  to  make  up  the  remainder,  and  five 
l)ags,  costing  Lv.  8<?.,  were  purchased  to  conA^ey  the  gift, 
Avhich  Avas  doubtless  most  acceptable.  The  juvenile 
■General  found  the  Royalists  in  complete  confusion.  The 
Association,  on  Avhich  high  hopes  had  been    founded,  was 
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still  in  embryo.  The  coiinty  of  Somerset,  which  had  pro- 
fessed much,  liad  performed  nothing  ;  the  £1(A)  a  week 
promised  for  the  Prince's  support  were  not  fortncoming  ; 
not  a  man  or  a  lioi'se  had  been  raised  ;  and  tlie  county 
gentry  were  spending  tlieir  time  in  squabbling  amongst 
themselves.  An  alarming  discovery  had  moreover  been  made 
through  some  intercepted  letters,  showing  that  Sir  AVilliam 
AValler,  then  at  Taunton,  was  contemplating  an  advance 
on  Bristol,  and  had  friends  there  eager  to  support  him  ;  but 
the  disclosure  of  the  design  led  to  the  flight  of  tlie  local 
<-'onspirators,  and  the  adjournment  of  Waller's  advance.  Of 
<iOurso  there  was  the  chronic  lack  of  money.  On  April  8rd 
the  Corpoi^ation  received  a  demand  from  the  Prince's 
■Council  ''to  make  good  about  £4nO  for  the  garrison," 
which,  adds  the  minute,  was  "pretended  to  be  in  arrears." 
Remonstrance  being  futile,  the  collectors  were  ordered  to 
get  in  funds  with  all  expedition.  The  money  was  really 
wanted  to  victual  the  Roj'al  Fort  and  the  Castle,  to  which 
the  Chamberlain  sent  large  supplies,  including  nearly 
I2,C)0U  galhms  of  beer,  costing  £Si.  About  the  middle  of 
the  month  the  Prince  repaired  for  a  few  days  to  Bridg- 
water, where  an  attempt  was  made,  with  little  success,  to 
set  the  royal  cause  on  a  better  footing.  Before^  May  T5tli 
his  Royal  Highness  had  "  propounded  "  to  the  Court  of 
Aldermen  the  loan  of  i^-100,  promising  to  allow  it  out  of 
the  "  arrears  "  of  the  inhabitants,  which  were  alleged  to  be 
"  very,  great  "  ;  but  the  Connnon  Council,  who  had  heard 
too  much  of  these  imaginary  liabilities,  "  humbly  con- 
ceived "  there  were  no  arrears  at  all,  and  desired  the 
magistrates  to  say  so  in  a  •'  meet "  manner.  An  attempt 
to  extract  more  money  on  behalf  of  the  phantom  Associ- 
alion  was  dealt  with  in  a  similar  manner;  but  a  charge  of 
i.ir)-lS  for  coals  and  caniUes  for  the  guard-rooms  during  tlie 
thirteen  months  ending  May  was  paid  witlioui  a])i)an'nt 
protest. 

The  horrors  of  pestilence  were  now  to  be  added  to  those 
of  civil  war.  The  Plague  had  made  its  appearance  Jn  the 
previous  autumn,  when  tlie  Corporation  hired  Knowlc 
House,  to  which  were. sent  some  infected  pe_ople  in  the 
Castle  Precincts  and  other  districts  ;  but  the  sickness  Avas- 
not  then  serious,  and  there  is  no  further  referenkie  t^  the 
subject  until  April.  The  Council  then  assessed  a  fortnight's 
contribution  for  the  relief  of  sulferers,  ami  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  assist  the  aldermen  in  their  respective  wards.  A 
Pest  House  was  next  established,  to  which  those  suspected  of 
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tlie  disease  were  sent,  with  orders  to  remain  for  thirty  da3^s. 
This  place  of  detention  consisted  of  nineteen  hnts,  specially 
built  for  the  purpose,  and  large  numb(irs  of  poor  patients 
were  consigned  there  "  in  groat  want  and  necessity,"  in 
spite  of  loans  taken  up  for  their  assistance.  One  of  tliese 
loans,  for  £100,  advanced  by  Alderman  Farmer,  remained 
owing  for  thirteen  years  owing  to  the  penury  of  the  Corpor- 
ation. The  mortality  from  the  epidemic  readied  an  alarm- 
ing height  about  the  middle  of  May,  Sir  John  Culpepper, 
writing  to  Lord  Digby  on  the  18tli,  saj^s: — "The  sickness 
increases  fearfully.  There  died  this  week  according  to  the 
proportion  of  15(X)  in  London.  Thereupon  the  Prince  is  re- 
solved to  remove  upon  JMonday  to  Bath."  No  trustworthy  sta- 
tistics as  to  the  ravages  of  the  ])esti!ence  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Calendars  ;  but  one  of  them  asserts,  perlia])s  from  guess- 
work, that  there  were  about  o,()0()  victims.  One  hf  th  of  tlie 
trained-band  auxiliaries  are  reported  to  have  disa])peared, 
but  this  may  have  been  due  jxirtly  to  the  want  of  emplo}'- 
ment,  and  partly  to  the  despe]-ate  state  of  the  royal  cause. 
The  mortality  began  to  decline  about  tlic  end  of  September, 
but  there  were  81  victims  in  the  week  ending  Se])tend)er 
23]t1,  and  B2  in  the  week  ending  October  28th.  There  was 
another,  but  brief,  oatbreak  in  the  following  spring.  In 
connection  with  this  visitation  a  In'ief  reference  may  be 
made  to  a  tract  entitled  "  A  brief  Treatise  of  the  Nature 
...  of  the  Pestilence,"  l)y  AV^illiam  Kemp,  M.A.  (a  native- 
of  Bristol),  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  British  ]\[useum.  A 
fashion  had  become  prevalent  amongst  Royalist  ladies  to 
wear  small  black  patches,  st^yled  beauty  S])ots,  on  their  faces, 
whereupon  one  of  the  King's  chaplains  in  13ristol  preached  an 
ol)jargalory  sermon,  warning  his  feminine  hearers  that  these 
so-called  ornaments  were  forerunners  of  other  and  more 
deadly  spots  (the  Plague),  which  soon  after  broke  out,  and 
drove  all  the  patched  women  out  of  tlie  city.  Fashion, 
however,  was  proof  against  either  diseases  or  sermons,  and 
beauty  spots  were  still  in  vogue  in  the  reign  of  George  I. 

If  dread  of  the  deadly  scourge  declined  during  the  autumn 
months,  the  prospect  of  an  early  and  sanguinary  conllict  of 
the  opposing  armies  for  the  possession  of  the  city  must 
have  daily  grown  more  terrible.  After  the  crushing  defeat 
of  the  royal  forces  at  Naseby  in  the  middle  of  June,  Prince 
Rupert  retreated  to  Bristol,  and  made  preparations  against 
the  obvious  intentions  of  Parliament  and  the  new  modelled 
Puritan  army  to  recover  the  second  ])ort  in  the  kingdom. 
The  Prince  was  accompanied  b}^  a  brilliant  staff,  and  a  body 
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■of  troops  wliicli  must  liave  bronglit  up  tlie  garrison  to  an 
effective  strength  of  nearly  4,000  men,  exclusive  of  the 
auxiliaries,  though  Rupert  afterwards  asserted  that  the 
number  did  not  exceed  2,300.  The  continuous  labour  and 
•exjjenditure  of  two  years,  under  the  supervision  of  a  skilful 
engineer,  Sir  Bernard  de  Gomme,  had  effected  immense  im- 
provements in  the  fortifications.  Besides  the  Great  Fort, 
.already  described,  Colston's  strong  redoubt  on  Kingsdown 
liad  been  erected  and  furnished  with  seven  guns  ;  Prior's 
Hill  Fort  had  been  converted  into  a  lofty  stronghold  with 
two  tiers  of  loopholes  and  thirteen  cannon  ;  the  Lawford's 
Gate  works  had  been  enlarged ;  flanking  redoubts  for 
musketr}^  had  been  raised  at  intervals  ;  and  the  entire  lino 
of  defence  had  been  made  more  formidable  by  the  heighten- 
ing of  the  rampart,  and  the  deepening  and  widening  of 
the  trench.  Altogether,  the  number  of  cannon  mounted 
■on  the  works  reached  140.  No  exertions  Avere  spared  to 
complete  the  preparations  against  a  siege.  The  inhabitants 
were  required  to  victual  themselves  for  six  months,  and  as 
1,600  out  of  the  2,500  families  remaining  in  the  city  were 
too  poor  to  comply  with  the  order,  all  the  cattle  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts  were  driven  within  the  walls,  and  sup- 
plies of  grain  and  other  food  were  drawn  from  "Wales  and 
elsewhere  to  feed  both  the  troops  and  the  indigent.  Writ- 
ing in  high  spirits  to  the  King  on  August  Tith,  Rupert 
undertook  to  hold  the  cit}'-  for  four  months. 

The  Parliamentary  generals  did  not  give  him  a  long  re- 
spite. On  July  lltli,  after  having  routed  the  royal  army 
under  Goring,  near  Langport,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  sur- 
rounded Bridgwater,  which,  after  a  gallant  defence,  capitu- 
lated on  the  25th.  Bath  Avas  taken  with  little  difficulty, 
and  SluM-borno  Castle  was  oapturi'd  by  storm  on  xVugust 
15th.  l^ristol  thus  became  the  only  important  Royalist 
stronghold  in  the  district ;  and  its  reduction  being  an  indis- 
pensable preliminary  to  the  suppression  of  the  war  in  the 
AVest,  a  rapid  advance  towards  it  was  ordered,  and  Fairfax's 
army  reached  Chew  Magna  and  Hanham  on  the  20th.  The 
weather  being  extremely  unfavoural;)le,  Rupert,  to  distress 
liis  assailants,  ordered  all  the  villages  around  the  city  to  be 
destroyed.  Bedminster,  Clifton,  and  part  of  AVestbury  were 
accordingly  burned  to. the  ground  ;  but  Hanham,  Keynsham, 
and  Stapleton  were  saved  by  detached  squadrons  of  the 
enemy.  Fairfax,  after  careful  reconnoiti-ing  on  the  21st 
and  22nd,  fixed  his  headquarters  on  the  2.'3rd  at  Stoke  House, 
iStapleton,  the  seat  of  a  cadet  branch  of  the  Berkeleys.     By 
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tliat  date  orders  had  been  given  for  the  posting  of  the 
Puritan  regiments  around  the  works,  especial  attention 
being  given  to  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  wliieh  Avas  regarded  as  the 
key  of  the  whole  ;  and  Fairfax  considered  the  place  of  such 
vital  imj^ortance  that  he  removed  his  headquarters  to  a 
humble  farmhouse  on  the  western  brow  of  Ashley  Down, 
since  known  as  Montpelier  farm,  near  which  a  battery  Avas. 
thrown  up  to  support  the  attack  on  the  op]:)Osite  fort. 
Fairfax's  j^ractice  of  paying  ready  money  for  all  that  his- 
troops  consumed  soon  had  a  great  effect  on  the  country 
people,  who  had  been  mercilessly  plundered  by  Goring  and 
other  Royalist  officers,  and  supplies  of  provisions  Avere  cheer- 
fully furnished.  Public  feeling  in  the  rural  districts  Avas 
further  stirred  by  the  eloquence  of  Hugh  Peters,  Crom- 
Avell's  chaplain,  who  boasted  that  by  one  sermon  in  Somerset 
he  Avon  over  to  the  Puritan  host  i},(XH)  "  clubmen  "  (who  had 
armed  to  defend  their  property  from  the  raids  of  both 
camps),  and  that  a  similar  discourse  brought  in  !2,(AK)  more 
from  Gloucestershire.  Vast  numbers  did,  in  fact,  come  for- 
ward from  both  counties,  and  proved  useful  in  keeping  open 
RoAvnham  Ferry,  excavating  batteries,  etc.  Hopes  Averi?v 
also  entertained  that  the  "  well  affected  "  Bristolians  Avould 
make  a  vigorous  effort  to  promote  their  OAvn  deliverance, 
l)ut,  probably  from  the  Adgilance  of  the'  garrison,  "  their 
good  affection,"  CroniAvell  wrote,  "did  not  ansAver  expecta- 
tion." (The  Gloucestersliire  auxiliaries,  according  to  "  The 
True  Informer"  of  September  2<lth,  were  led  by  Sir  John 
Se3anour,  of  Bitton,  Mr.  John  Codrington,  of  Codrington^ 
Mr.  Stevens,  and  Philip  Langley,  of  Mangotsfield.)  Prince 
Tvupert  shoAved  characteristic  energy  Avhilst  the  inA^estment 
Avas  proctvding.  On  August  '2ih\l,  during  heavy  firing  from 
the  Jvoyal  Fort  and  Prior's  Hill,  a  cavalry  sally  was  made 
from  the  former,  but  was  soon  repulsed.  Sir  Eichard  Crane 
being  mortall}^  wounded.  On  Sunday,  the  2-ith,  the  Royal- 
itss  rushed  from  the  sallyport  at  Stokes  Croft,  some  horse 
being  supported  by  infantry,  but  were  again  driven  back 
with  loss.  At  daAvn  on  the  2()th,  a  fresh  outbreak  was 
mafle,  this  time  from  Temi)le  Gate,  against  the  force.'^^ 
stationed  near  Bedminster,  Avhen  tAventy  of  the  besiegers 
were  killed  or  taken  prisoners  ;  but  later  in  the  daj^  the 
Royalists  lost  Sir  Bernard  Ashley,  Avho  Avas  captured  mor- 
tally Avounded.  A  fourth  and  Avholly  fruitless  sa.\\y  took 
place  at  LaAvford's  Gate  on  the  evening  of  the  '27th.  Next 
day  the  Prince  proffered  ten  prisoners  in  exchange  for  Sir 
B.  Ashley,  but  his  proposal  Avas  rejected.     .During  this  day 
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the  fort  at  Portisliead  Point,  with  seven  guns,  after  a  siege 
of  four  (lays,  surrendered,  and  live  of  the  Parliament's  war- 
ships Avere  thus  enabled  to  enter  Ivingroad  and  blockade  the 
Avon.  On  the  29th,  which  was  devoted  b}'-  the  besiegers  to 
prayer  and  fasting,  a  fifth  sally  was  made  at  Lawford's 
Galte,  but  resulted  only  in  the  capture  of  tln-ee  or  four 
Roundheads.  Intelligence  also  reached  the  Puritan  generals 
that  the  King  was  moving  westwards,  in  the  apparent  hope 
of  raising  the  siege  in  co-operation  with  Goring,  who  was 
advancing  from  Exeter;  but,  although  the  situation  was. 
admitted  to  be  critical,  it  was  resolved  to  continue  the  in- 
vestment. On  the  3Lst,  Fairfax  was  cheered  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Parliamentary  Admiral  from  Kingroad,  who  offered 
the  assistance  of  liis  seamen  in  the  impending  attack.  On 
September  1st,  a  wet  and  murky  (hiy.  Prince  Rupert  made 
a  sixth  and  final  sally  from  the  Royal  Fort,  with  1,(1K) 
horse  and  6(X)  infantry  ;  but  the  effort  was  as  ineffectual  as 
its  forerunners,  only  one  Puritan  officer  being  killed,  but 
Colonel  Okey,  of  the  Roundhead  dragoons,  lost  his  way  in 
the  mist  and  was  ca])tured.  Rain  having  fallen  for  several 
successive  days,  the  besiegers  were  now  suffering  severely 
from  the  saturated  state  of  the  ground.  On  the  '2nd  Fairfax 
held  a  Council  of  AVar,  when  it  was  felt  that  a  regular 
blockade  would  be  tedious  as  well  as  distressing,  and  might 
possibly  be  perilous  ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  effect  a  capture 
by  storm  whilst  there  was  no  eneni}^  in  the  rear.  The  pre- 
parations for  the  enterprise  were  completed  on  the  following 
day.  Colonel  Weldon's  four  regiments  of  foot  and  three  of 
horse  were  ordered  to  assail  the  formidable  southern  ram- 
parts. Three  "  forlorn  hopes  "  of  200  men  each  were  to  lead 
tho  storm  in  dilfortMit  places.  IMontagu's  bvigado— four  in- 
fantry and  two  cavah-y  reginuMits— proud  of  their  great 
deeds'  at  Naseby,  were\lirected  to  attack  the  rampart  on 
botli  sides  of  Lawford's  Gate.  To  the  veteran  brigade  of 
Rainsborough,  comprising  four  foot  regiments  and  one  of 
horse,  was  reserved  the  most  important  task  of  all — the  con- 
quest of  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  commanding  the  greater  part  of 
the  long  line  of  entrenchments.  Colonel  Pride  was  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Royal  Fort.  Okey's  dragoons  were  to 
feign  an  advance  towards  ''Washington's  breach,"  which 
the  Royalists  had  taken  care  to  render  practically  unas- 
sailable. Three  cavalry  regiments  under  Fleetwood  were 
to  be  posted  on  Durdham  Down  to  act  as  necessity  shoukl 
arise,  and  the  sailors  comin/g  up  by  boats  were  to  attack 
AVater  Fort.     Upwards  of  2,000  countrymen,  brought  up 


200  THE    AXXALS    OF    BRISTOL  [U)4o 

by  Sir  John  Seymour  on  tlie  4th,  witli  twelve  companies 
more  that  came  in  on  tlie  5tli,  added  somewhat  to  the  im- 
pressive appearance  of  the  besieging  forces. 

Preparations  l^eing  now  complete,  a  summons  to  surrender 
was 'forwarded  on  the  4th  by  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  to  Prince 
Rupert,  earnestly  desiring  him  to  avoid  bloodshed.     If,  said 
Sir  Thomas,  through  wilfulness,  a  great,  famous  and  ancient 
city,  full  of  people,  be  exposed  to  ruin,  "  I  appeal  to  the 
righteous  God  to  be  judge  between  you  and  us,  and  to  re- 
<|uite  the  wrong."     A  personal  appeal  followed  to  the  son  of 
the  Electress  Palatine  : — "  Let  all  England  judge  whether 
the  burning  of  its  towns,  ruining  its  cities,  and  destroying 
its  people  be  a  good  requital  from  a  person  of  your  family, 
wliich  hath  had  the  prayers,  tears,  purses  and  blood  of  its 
Parliament  and  people."     As  it  was  reported  that  Rupert 
had  threatened  to  hang  anj^  one  who  brought  in  a  demand 
to  capitulate,  the  trumpeter  charged  with  this  missive  must 
have  been  a  courageous  man,     lie  got  safely  to  his  destina- 
tion, however,  and   the  Prince,  opening  the  letter,  cried, 
"God  damn  me!    'tis  a  summons,"  and  called  for  a  cup  of 
sack.     The  trumpeter  was  detained  until  the  5th,  Avlien  lie 
brought  back  a  request  from  the  Prince  to  be  allowed  to 
commanicate  with  the  King.     This  being  refused,  Rupei't 
figain  hold  back  tlie  messenger  for  a  day,  and  tlien  returned 
him  bearing  an  offer  of  surrender  providing,  amongst  other 
things,  that  the  Jloyalists  were  allowed  to  depart  with  all 
the  honours  of  war,  carrying  off  their  cannon  and  ania.Mini- 
tion,  and   that  the  fortifications  be  immediatel}'  destroyed. 
Fairfax  responded  bj''  naming  three  of  his  generals  to  confer 
with  the  Prince  on  the  terms  of  a  treaty  to  be  signed  that 
night.     After   another  diday,   Jlupert    demanded    that   thii 
oljjcctions  to  his  jn'oposals  should  be  stated  in  writing  ;  and 
when  Fairfax,  on  the  8th,  complied  A\ith  this  request,  the 
royal    general   succeeded   in    delaying    his   reply  until    the 
evening  of  tlie  !)tli,  when  it  was  found  to  be  as  evasive  as 
before.     Feeling  at  last  that  he  was  being  triiled  Avith,  and 
that  Rupert  was  gaining  time  merely  to  strengthen  the 
<lefences,  Fairfax  gave  orders  for  the  assault,  at  A\-hich,  it  is 
asserted,  his  soldiers  "leaped  for  joy." 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  AVednesday,  Sep- 
tember loth,  the  signal  for  attack  was  given  from  the 
battery  on  Ashley  Hill,  and  by  the  firing  of  a  great  heap  of 
straw,  the  blaze  of  Avhich  was  everywhere  visible,  Mon- 
tagu's brigade  more  than  maintained  its  high  reputation. 
Surmounting  the  ramjjart  near  Lawford's  Gate,  that  posi- 
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'  tion  was  assailed  in  every  direction,  and  after  a  short 
!_  resistance  was  captured,  witli  many  prisoners  and  twenty- 
two  p'uns ;  the  ditch,  about  seven  feet  wide  and  five  deep, 
was  bridged  ;  and  Betlvell's  and  Desbrowe's  horse,  dashing- 
down  the  Old  ]\Iarket,  forced  the  great  gate  of  tlie  Castle 
after  a  fierce  figlit,  in  which  Bethell  was  mortally  wounded. 
Sir  Hardress  AValler's  men,  accompanied  by  Fairfax's  regi- 
ment, had  in  the  meantime  carried  the  rampart  between  the 
Avon  and  Lawford's  Gate,  where  the  defences  were  weaker, 
and  joined  hands  Avith  Montagu.  Tlie  sallyjwrt  at  Stokes 
Croft  sijnultaneously  yielded  to  Hammond,  while  Skippon 
and  Birch's  troops  carried  the  works  between  the  Croft  and 
Lawford's  Gate.  But  a  desperate  resistance  was  made 
against  Rainsborough's  attack,  with  three  regiments,  on 
Prior's  Hill  Fort.  For  nearly  three  hours,  mostly  in  pro- 
found darkness,  the  assailants  vainly  strove  to  gain  a  foot- 
ing on  the  parapet,  the  top  of  which  was  hardly  touched  by 
ladders  of  thirty  riings  ;  and  a  deadly  fire  of  balls  and  case 
shot  was  all  the  while  jjlied  from  the  cannon  on  tlie  summit, 
aided  by  musketry  from  the  portholes.  At  length  some  of 
the  men  that  had  taken  Stokes  Croft  climbed  the  hill  on 
the  inside  of  the  rampart,  and  attacked  the  fort  at  its 
weakest  point,  whilst  other  assailants  succeeded  in  forcing 
their  Avay  tlirOugli  the  upper  portholes  and  seizing  the 
royal  standard.  After  struggling  some  time  longer,  pike 
against  pike,  the  garrison  were  foi'ced  to  retreat  below, 
where,  owing  to  the  exasperation  of  the  victors,  Avhose  early 
offer  of  quarter  had  been  rejected,  most  of  the  Royalists 
were  put  to  the  sword,  a  few  only  l)eing  saved  by  the 
])ersonal  ext-rtions  of  Iviiliisborough  ;nul  llanimoiid.  The 
struggle  Nvas  over  bid'ore  sunrisi^.  The  J^iritans  would 
almost  certainly  have  been  (k'feated  if  the  attack  had  b<'eu 
postponed  until  daylight,  for  the  fort  was  fully  commanded 
by  the  guns  of  Royal  Fort  and  Colston's  IMount. 

The  Roundhead  assaults  on  the  Somerset  side  of  the  forti- 
fications were  as  unsuccessful  as  those  of  the  Cavaliers  in 
1643,  and  for  the  same  reasons.  There  was  no  lack  of  zeal 
and  gallantry;  but  the  wall  was  so  lofty  and  the  ditch  so 
deep  that  the  longest  scaling  ladders  did  not  reach  the 
parapet,  and  proved  mere  death-traps  to  those  who  strove 
to  mount.  AVater  Fort  was  captured  for  a  time,  with  its 
little  garrison  of  AVelshmen,  but  when  the  tide  ebbed  the 
victors,  open  to  the  fire  of  Brandon  Hill  Fort,  found  it 
expedient  to  withdraw.  The  attacks  on  Brandon  Hill  and 
Royal  and  Colston's  Forts  were  mere  feints,  the  chief  object 
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of  the  Puritan  officers  in  that  direction  being  to  prevent  tlie 
escape  of  any  ro^^al  cavah'y  towards  the  Severn. 

Two  incidents  of  tlie  day  are  worthy  of  mention.  Soon 
^  after  the  capture  of  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  Avhilst  Fairfax 
and  his  great  lieutenant,  Cromwell,  were  viewing  the  city 
from  the  parapet,  a  cannon  shot  from  the  Castle  grazed  the 
wall  within  two  handbreadths  of  them,  but  left  them  un- 
injured. Amongst  the  Cavaliers  slain  in  that  fort  was  a 
young  ofHcer  named  Pugslo}'',  who  had  just  been  married, 
and  who,  by  Fairfax's  orders,  was  buried  in  an  adjoining* 
field  with  military  honours.  His  widow  survived  him  for 
no  less  than  sixty  years.  On  her  death,  in  1705,  she  was, 
in  accordance  with  her  dying  request,  buried  by  the  side  of 
her  husband  in  her  wedding  dress,  without  a  coffin,  bnt 
with  girls  strewing  flowers  and  musicians  playing  merrily 
as  her  bod}'-  was  borne  to  the  grave. 

In  despite  of  the  successes  of  tlio  besiegers,  Prince  Rupert's 
position  remained  a  strong  one.  He  still  held  four  great 
forts  and  the  old  Castle  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Avon, 
with  all  the  ancient  inner  defences ;  he  was  undisputed 
master  of  the  parishes  south  of  the  Bridge,  and  his  store  of 
provisions  and  ammunition  would  have  sufficed  to  maintain 
a  lengthened  resistance.  Desperation,  however,  seems  to 
have  taken  possession  of  his  followers,  who  recklessly  set 
fire  to  the  city  in  three  dilferent  j)laces,  to  the  grief  and 
alarm  of  Fairfax  and  his  generals.  About  four  hours  after 
the  loss  of  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  the  ro^'al  commander,  who 
seems  to  have  suddenl}'  lost  his  ner\'e,  made  voluntary  pro- 
posals for  a  surrender,  and  commissioners  were  appointed 
on  each  side  to  arrange  details.  At  this  critical  moment 
something  occurred  which  was  kept  secret  at  the  time,  and 
will  probably  always  remain  a  m3'ster3^  /^  Iderman  Hooke, 
Mayor  in  the  previous  year,  a  num  of  dubious  principles,  as 
previous  notes  bear  witness,  had  posed  as  a  zealous  Cavalier 
during  the  Royalist  occupation,  but  thought  this  a  desir- 
able opportunity  to  seek  the  favour  of  his  previous  friends. 
At  all  events,  to  use  Cromwell's  expression  some  years  after- 
Avards,  he  did  "  something  considerable  "  in  support  of  the 
Puritans,  for  which  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  engaged  that  he 
and  his  property  should  be  as  free  as  before  the  war.  In 
1()50,  when  Hooke  was  threatened  by  the  Compounding 
Commissioners  with  a  heavy  fine,  for  "  delinquency,"  the 
Alderman  urged  this  pledge  upon  Cromwell,  and  the  latter 
stayed  the  hands  of  the  spoilers,  informing  them  that 
Ilooke's  proceeding  was  "  for  many  reasons  desired  to  be 
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concealed."  Before  entering  inta negotiations,  Fairfax,  fear- 
ing the  destrnction  of  the  cit}'-,  insisted  that  the  garrison 
should  extinguish  the  fires,  and  this  was  complied  with. 
Deputies  were  then  sent  in  to  draw  up  a  treat}'-  of  surrender, 
which  was  concluded  in  the  evening.  The  Prince,  his 
officer;:?-,  and  other  gentlemen  were  permitted  to  leave  with 
their  horses,  arms,  and  baggage  ;  the  soldiers  with  their 
swords.  Ii.upert  was  also  allowed  a  convoy  to  guard  him 
against  the  country  people,  the  "clubmen,"  wlio  detested 
him  for  tlie  cruelties  he  had  permitted,  and  threatened 
revenge.  The- sick  and  wounded  left  in  the  city  were  to  be 
sent  to  the  King  on  their  recovery.  In  return,  Bristol  was 
to  be  surrendered  at  noon,  next  day,  and  the  Puritan 
prisoners  were  to  be  liberated.  On  Thursday,  September 
11th,  the  young  Prince,  splendidly  clad  in  scarlet  and  silver, 
and  mounted  on  a  gallant  steed,  left  the  Royal  Fort,  fol- 
lowed by  the  distinguished  party  of  lords,  ladies,  and 
gentlemen  that  had  taken  refuge  there.  As  a  mute  but 
eloquent  reproach  on  the  ruffianly  outrages  committed  on 
Fiennes  and  his  companions  under  a  similar  misfortune,  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax  escorted  Rupert  and  his  friends  for  two 
miles  over  Durdham  Down,  and  lent  him  1,(XX)  muskets 
(most  of  Avliich  were  never  returned)  for  |)rotection  against 
the  infuriated  peasantry.  The  King's  printers,  with  their 
printing-press,  were  allowed  to  depart  for  Exeter.  Even 
the  malignant  pamphleteers  of  Oxford  were  not  able  to 
adduce  a  single  charge  of  pillage  or  ill-treatment  on  the 
part  of  the  conquerors.  The  stores  left  Ijy  the  Royalists, 
showed  the  vastness  of  their  preparations  for  defence,  made 
at  the  cost  of  the  city  and  district.  The  mounted  cannon 
numbered  Ml),  with  l>.()(H)  muskets,  inul  an  ample  supply  of 
ammunition.  The  Royal  Fort  contained  nearly  eleven 
montlis'  provisions  for  150  men,  and  about  half  that  (|uan- 
tity  was  found  in  the  Castle.  The  victory  cost  the  lives  of 
'2(H)  Puritans,  400  more  being  Avounded. 

A  fcAV  hours  after  the  departure  of  the  Cavaliers,  Fairfax, 
accompanied  by  his  Lieutenant- General,  Cromwell,  about 
whom  the  narrators  of  the  storming  maintain  a  singular 
silence,  removed  his  headquarters  into  Bristol,  and  was 
shocked  at  tlie  condition  of  the  town.  "It  looked,"  wrote 
Sprigge,the  ablest  of  the  reporters,  "more  like  a  prison  than  a 
city,  and  the  people  more  like  prisoners  than  citizens ;  being- 
brought  so  low  with  taxations,  so  poor  in  habit,  and  so- 
dejected  in  countenance ;  the  streets  so  noisome,  and  the 
houses  so  nasty  as  that  they  were  unfit  to  receive  friends  till 
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they  were  cleansed."  Tlie  Plao-ne  was  still  raging,  but 
Oroniwell,  in  his  historical  letter  to  Parliament  (given  at 
length  byCarlyle  and  Seyer),  stated  that,  so  far  as  he  could 
learn,  the  army,  though  quartered  in  infected  places,  had 
lost  only  one  man  from  the  scourge.  As  it  would  have  been 
foolhardy  to  incur  useless  danger,  Fairfax  soon  departed 
with  all  his  forces,  except  the  regiment  of  General  Philip 
Skippon,  a  valorous  and  high-minded  Puritan.  So  early  as 
fSeptember  15th  the  House  of  Commons  was  petitioned  by 
several  exiled  citizens  to  appoint  Skippon  as  Governor,  and 
Fairfax,  by  the  advice  of  the  House,  complied  with  the 
request.  On  September  ITth,  Parliament  ordered  a  national 
'I'lianksgiving  for  the  victory ;  and  during  the  services 
collections  were  requested  to  be  taken  for  the  relief  of  the 
''many,  distressed  and  plundered  people  of  Bristol"  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  London  during  the  Ilo3'alist  occupa- 
tion. Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  either  before  or  soon  after  his 
leparture,  was  presented  by  the  Common  Council  with  two 
jnpes  of  Avine,  the  political  sentiments  of  the  body  having 
changed  with  marvellous  celerity. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  overwhelming  disaster, 
Charles  I.,  as  was  but  natural,  was  bitterly  incensed  at  the 
hasty  submission  of  his  nephew,  whom  he  loaded  with 
reproaches  for  the  non-fulfilmejit  of  his  promise,  only  a  few 
weeks  old,  to  hold  out  for  four  months,  and  concludetl  by 
dismissing  the  Prince  from  the  army  and  ordering  him  to 
leave  the  kingdom.  Rupert,  however,  though  reviled  Avith 
cries  of  "traitor"  by  the  soldiery  at  Oxford,  followed  the 
King  to  Newark,  where  lie  treated  his  uncle  with  gross  dis- 
respect, aV)etted  souio  mutinous  oilicers,  and  insistcil  U})on 
jin  iiniuiry  into  his  conduct,  which  resulted  on  his  beinij: 
iicquitted  of  all  but  indiscretion.  His  JMajest}'  seems  to 
have  eventually  come  round  to  the  same  conclusion.  In  a 
letter  to  Prince  Maurice,  the  King  expressed  his  confidence 
that  "  this  great  error  proceeded  not  from  change  of  affec- 
tion, but  merely  by  having  his  [Rupert's]  judgment  seduced 
by  some  rotten-hearted  villains  " — a  remark  which  deserves 
to  be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  Hooke  mystery. 
It  must  be  added  that  a  "  declaration  " — really  an  apology — 
Avritten  by  Rupert,  and  published  about  this  time,  does  no 
credit  to  his  reputation,  his  assertions  as  to  the  weakness  of 
the  fortifications  and  the  feeble  strength  of  the  garrison 
being  disproved  by  incontrovertible  facts,  adduced  by  Royal- 
ist writers.  Perhaps  his  most  daring  contention  was,  that 
the  Royal  Fort  was  untenable  because  it  was  commanded  by 
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Brandon  Hill,  where  the  works  were  but  a  fifth  the  size  of 
the  great  ])oiitagon.  Tlie  assertion  was  false,  and  would 
have  been  frivolous  if  true,  for  both  the  strongholds  were 
occupied  by  his  soldiers.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add  tliat 
the  inglorious  failure  of  the  Prince  threw  Fiennes  and  his 
friends  into  transports  of  exultation,  and  a  comparison 
between  the  action  of  the  inexperienced  lawyer  and  that  of 
the  much- vaunted  general  Avas  certainly  all  in  favour  of 
the  civilian. 

A  slight  deviation  from  chronological  order  has  been 
made  to  complete  the  stor}^  of  the  siege,  which  ma}--  be  said 
to  have  sealed  the  doom  of  the  ro3^al  cause.  Attention 
must  now  be  drawn  to  the  proceedings  of  the  civic  Council. 
On  September  8rd,  when  the  siege  was  far  advanced,  the 
Royalist  majority  resolved  to  contribute  to  relieve  necessi- 
tous members  of  the  trained  bands  and  other  auxiliaries 
lists  of  whom  were  to  be  brought  in  by  the  two  colonels, 
Ta3''lor  and  Colston.  (Colonel  Ta3dor,  whose  chequered 
career  has  been  already  referred  to,  was  killed  during  the 
storm,  a  week  later.)  On  the  Dth,  a  proposition  was  received 
from  Prince  Rupert,  proffering  to  refrain  from  demanding 
free  quarters  for  his  troops  on  condition  of  being  jjaid  £8(10. 
This  being  accepted,  the  money  was  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
a  somewhat  extraordinary  manner.  It  was  det(^rmined  that 
a  quantity  of  wine,  ginger,  cochineal,  etc.,  lyino;  in  store 
(doubtless  tlie  property  of  strangers),  should  be  compulsorily 
sold  to  the  inhabitants.  "Those  that  will  not  take  some 
reasonable  proportion,  being  able,  and  not  doing  dutj^  in 
person  on  the  lines,  shall  pa}'-  as  much  weekly  as  they  are 
rated  at  for  free  quarters."  AVhether  this  resolution  was 
or  was  not  carried  out  before  th(!  surrender  took  place 
cannot  be  discovered.  On  September  ir)tli,  v:hen  the 
Puritan  victors  were  in  possession,  the  Council,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  annual  elections,  desired  to  know  Fairfax's 
wishes  as  to  the  new  officials.  As  Sir  Thomas  declined  to 
interfere,  and  suggested  that  the  ancient  custom  should  be 
observed.  Alderman  Francis  Creswick,  a  zealous  Royalist, 
was  chosen  chief  magistrate.  As  a  counterjjoise,  Richard 
Vickris  and  Luke  Hodges,  two  noted  Roundhead  councillors 
expelled  in  1043,  were  reinstated  in  their  places.  Alderman 
Holworthy,  another  ejected  member,  Avas  readmitted  to  his 
seat  b}'-  order  of  Parliament.  On  October  2nd  it  AA^as  re- 
solved that  £5,r)(X)  should  be  given  as  a  "gratuity"  to  the 
soldiers  Avho  had  entered  tlie  citj'-,  the  monej'  to  be  raised, 
partly  by  the  sale  of  all  the  goods  of  strangers  stored  in  the 
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Back  Hall  and  elsewhere,  partl^^  by  a  tax  on  such  strangers 
<as  were  in  the  towji  at  the  surrender,  and  partly  by  a  rate 
on  the  inhabitants.  Two  (hiys  later,  perhaj^s  in  alarm  at  the 
attitude  of  the  troops,  the  gratuity  was  increased  to  £(i,()(HJ, 
a  motion  to  that  eftect  being  supported  by  Colonel  Colston,' 
and  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  another  ex-Royalist,  the 
Mayor.  On  November  12th  it  was  reported  to  the  Council 
that  as  only  one-fourth  of  the  gift  had  been  collected,  the 
military  authorities  had  ordered  the  rate  books  to  be 
handed  to  them,  in  order  that  the  soldiers  might  gather 
in  the  money  ;  whereupon  the  Council,  in  a  panic,  prayed  for 
a  brief  respite,  promising  to  bring  in  the  gratuity  w"^ith  all 
despatch.  Money  being  very  scarce,  contributions  were 
largely  made  in  silver  plate,  but  it  was  not  until  February 
that  the  total  amount  could  be  extracted  from  the  cit3^ 

AVhilst    this    matter   was   in   progress,    two    members  of 
Parliament  deputed  by  the  Comnnms  to  superintend  hjcal 
affairs  addressed  some    letters   respecting  their  mission  to 
the  Speaker.     These  documents,  which  have  been  disinterred 
by  the  Historical  MSS.  Commission  (Report  XIII.),  throw  a 
ih)od  of  light  upon  the  lamentable  state  of  the  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood.    The  writers,  on  October  8th,  after  observing  that 
the  irregularities  of  the  military  had  begotten  much  trouble, 
refer' to  the  immense  destruction  of  provisions  committed  in 
the  country  districts  by  roving  bands  of  soldiers  and  club- 
men.     The   victimised    people,    who   had    previuusl^^    been 
ravaged  by  the  enem}^,  were  now  being  eaten  up  by  those 
that  had  liocked  to  the  siege,  and  would  perish  unless  they 
were  relieved.     '-The  city  of  Gloucester  demands  twenty- 
four  months  coutributious  to  the  very  walls  of  this  city 
and   cu forces  it  by  driving  the  country  and  imprisoning, 
beating  and  wounding    such  as  resist.''     The  writers  luu] 
especially  complained  of  the  treatment  of  Henbury  hundred, 
but  the  Gloucester  committee  resented  their  interference, 
and  continued  the  outrages.     In  Ih'istol,  where  the  Plague 
^vas  increasing,  the  inability  of  the  Avriters  to  relieve  the 
sick  and  wounded  begot  daily  mutinies  and  desertions,  and 
but  for  the  gratuity  raised  for  the  troops  ruin  Avould  liave 
fallen  on  the  city  from  the  soldiers'  appetites.     It  had  been 
hoped  that  funds  Avould  be  obtained  from  the  Avealth  of  the 
enemy :  but  the  city  was  found  to  be  a  den  of  thieves,  the 
goods  of  escaped  Royalists  being  claimed  under  pretended 
transfers  or  for  pretended  debts.      The  citizens,  moreover, 
refused  to  bu}^  such  prize  goods  as  had  been  found.     In  a 
second  letter,  dated  November  12th,  tlie  deputies  warmly 
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complain  of  tlie  exaction  of  free  quarters  by  tlie  soldiers, 
and  the  cruel  pressure  exercised  in  the  country  districts  by 
the  Parliamentary  committees  of  the  two  counties,  who  had 
no  regard  for  the  impoverished  state  of  the  people.  The 
Bristol  garrison  could  not  subsist  without  lielp  from  the 
neighbouring  hundreds,  yet  its  maintenance  was  of  great 
concern  owing  to  the  public  discontent.  Complaint  is  also 
made  of'the  "  crying  down  of  the  ryalls  of  eight,"  previously 
<;urrent  for  4s.  ikl.,  but  which  the  Customs  and  Excise 
officers  had  refused  to  accept  at  an}^  price.  Tliis  stop^  to 
trade,  together  with  expected  changes  in  the  Corporation 
and  the  orders  for  fining  and  sequestering  certain  citizens, 
had  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  collecting  the  gratuity  for 
the  soldiers.  The  writers  wish  for  Governor  Skippon's 
return  (their  letter  is  the  only  evidence  of  his  absence;,  as 
many  officers  were  taking  all  they  could  lay  hands  on  for 
themselves.  The  letter  concludes  with  some  remarks  on 
religion  which  dispose  of  the  baseless  statements  of  various 
Eoyalist  aiPthors.  The  people,  wrote  the  deputies,  were  still 
sitting  in  darkness  owing  to  the  want  of  a  godly  ministry. 
The  collegiate  (cathedral;  men  were  still  chanting  out  the 
Common  Prayer  to  the  wonted  height,  aud  no  other  dis- 
cipline was  thought  of  in  the  parish  churches,  there  being 
hardly  three  sermons  on  Sundays  in  the  whole  city. 

The  conduct  of  many  members  of  the  (Jurporation  during 
the  Eoyalist  occupation  had  not  escaped  attention  at  West- 
minster,  and  the  Parliamentary  leaders  lost  little  time  in 
determining  upon  extensive  changes  in  the  Common  Council. 
On  October  28tli  an  Ordinance  Avas  passed  by  both  Houses 
"  for  the  better  securing  and  government  of  Bristol,"  setting 
forth  that  Aldermen  Cr.'switdv  (^layor ),  Booke,  Long,  AVallis, 
James,   and   Thomas  (ntlstou,  and  Couurillors    Fitzherbert, 
Henry  Creswick,   AVilliam  Colston,  Cale,  f^evan,  Gregson, 
and  Elbridge  had  been  so  disatlected  to  Parliament,  and  so 
active  in  promoting  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  that  their 
continuance  in  the  magistracy  and  Council  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  city.     They 
were  therefore  suspenderl,  and  threatened  with  prosecution 
for  their  delinquency.     'J'he  Ordinance  next  nominated  John 
Conning,   junior,    as   Mayor,  and  ordered    the    Sheriffs  to 
assemble  the  remaining  members  of  the  Council,  who  were 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  well-affected  jx'rsons  to  supjily 
the   vacancies  created  b}^  the  above  flismissals  ;    but  men 
under  imprisonment,  or  whose  estates  had  been  sequestered 
by  Parliament,  were  to  be  held  as  disqualiefid. 
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The  "  sometliing  considerable"  done  a  few  weeks  before 
by  Alderman  Hooke  was  evidently  unknoAvn  to  the  framers 
of  this  decree.  The  favonr  shown  to  John  Gonning,  who,  if 
the  minute-books  can  l:>o  trusted,  had  been  a  Jioyalist,  is  one 
of  the  puzzles  of  the  time  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  some 
prominent  citizens.  The  only  explanation  of  their  wavering- 
uind  inconsistencies  seems  to  be  that  they  had  no  settled 
opinions  as  to  the  national  issues  then  pending,  and  sought 
to  protect  their  personal  interests  b^'-  favouring  Avhichever 
jiarty  got  uppermost,  and  by  deserting  each  in  turn  when 
the  tide  of  fortune  turned.  On  November  1st  the  Houses 
approved  of  another  Ordinance,  requiring  the  reinstatement 
in  their  former  places  of  i^lderman  Eichard  Aldworth  and 
Messrs.  Vickris  and  Hodges,  ''removed  Avithout  lawful 
cause,"  and  of  whose  '•  great  sutierings  for  being  faithful 
the  Houses  had  ample  testimon3^"  (Vickris  and  Hodges,  as 
stated  above,  had  been  already  admitted.)  Owing  to  the 
absence  of  Governor  SkipjKjn,  these  mandates  did  not  reach 
the  Council  fur  several  weeks.  At  length,  on  December 
19th,  they  were  presented  by  the  General,  who  required  them 
to  be  read,  with  the  effect  of  producing  the  following 
characteristic  minute  : — ''  And  all  persons  therein  concerned 
willingly  submitted  thereunto,  and  Francis  Creswick  did 
next  day  in  the  usual  place  deliver  up  his  office,  sword  and 
cap  of  maintenance  unto  Mr.  John  Gonning,  wlio  was  there- 
upon sworn  Mayor."  As  if  to  further  attest  their  obedience, 
the  Council  a  few  days  later  presented  Governor  Skippon 
with  a  pipe  of  Canarj^  and  two  hogsheads  of  claret. 

No  class  of  society  in  Bristol  appears  to  have  suffered  so 
much  from  the  devastating  et't'ects  of  the  war  as  ilid  the 
iiunimbcnts  of  the  ]iarocliial  ehiuvhes.  Nearly  all  the 
livings  being  miserahl}'  endowed,  the  clergy  had  been 
accustomed  to  look  for  support  to  the  yearly  offerings  of 
their  flocks.  But  when  the  city  became  a  garrison  town, 
and  ceaseless  impositions  were  extorted  for  military 
purposes,  the  majority  of  householders  grew  indisjjosed,  and 
many  doubtless  were  rendered  unable,  to  continue  their 
voluntary  subscriptions.  In  consequence  of  representations 
made  at  Westminster  as  to  the  poverty  of  the  ministers,  the 
Houses,  on  November  28tli,  emjiowered  their  delegates  in 
Bristol  to  draw  up  a  report,  defining  the  number  of  churches 
that  would  sulficefor  the  jw^julation,  uniting  ])arishes  where 
it  Avas  thought  desirable,  and  determining  how  adequate 
stipends  could  be  provided  for  the  reduced  number  of 
incumbents,  either  b}^  taxation  of  the  inhabitants  or  by  an 
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allotment  of  part  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  revenues.      The 
Journals  of  the  two  Houses  are  silent  as  to  the  result  of  this 
order,  but  the  Corporation  will  hereafter  be  found  dealing 
with  the  subject.     In  the  meantime,  the  local  Parliamentary 
committee   took  action  under  a  general  Ordinance  for  the 
removal  of  ill-atfected  ministers.     Early    in    lO-iS   Messrs. 
Towgood  and  Standfast,  vicars  of  St.  Nicholas  and  Christ 
Church,  Mr.  Pierce,  vicar  of  St.  Philip's,  and    Mr.  Brent, 
vicar  of  Temple,  were  sequestered  for  "  disalil'ction,"  which 
then  denoted  loyalty,  only  a  fifth  of  their  incomes  being 
paid  by  way  of  indemnity  to  their  wives  and  children.    The 
Nonconformists  who  had  taken  flight  on  the  entry  of  the 
Eoyalists  had  returned  soon  after  the  recapture  of  the  city, 
but  no  longer  lived  in  their  former  harmony.      Many  new 
sects  had  arisen,  doctrinal  subtleties  provoked  disputes  and 
divisions,  rivalries  arose  amongst  the  preachers,  and  meetings 
called  for  prayer  sometimes  ended  in  angry  confusion.     The 
founders  of  the  first  Dissenting  congregation  (seep.  151)  held 
together,  and  for  some  time  attended  All  Saints  church  to 
hear  the  sermons  of  a  Mr.  Ingello,  who  at  length  was  chosen 
as  their  regular  teacher.     But  Mr.  Ingello,  to  the  indignation 
and  grief  of  his  followers,  not  only  flaunted  in  gay  apparel, 
which  was  deemed  absolutely  sinful,  Init  devoted  much   of 
his  time  to  profane  music,  his  love  of  that  art  temptingliim 
to   frequent    the    houses   of    various    wealthy    worldlings. 
Proving  incorrigible,  the  devotee  of  harmony  was  dismissed. 
The   Parliament,  on  December  3rd,  passed  an  Ordinance 
confirming  Gfeneral  Skippon  in  the  governorship  of  the  city, 
garrison,  Castle,  and  forts,  and  empowering  him  to  execute 
martial  law.     It  was  further  decreed  that,  for  the  sui)port 
of  (he  garrison  and  for  necessary  charges,  a  levy  should  be 
made  of  A:o,tKX)  pur  month  for  six  months,  oE  Avhich  sum 
£200  were  to  be  raised  in  Bristol,  A:1,2(J0  in  Somerset,  and 
£8(X)   each    in   Gloucestershire    and   Wilts.       By    another 
Oidinance  of  the  same  date,  £5,000  were  to  be  bestowed  for 
"raising"    the    forces   in  Bristol,  and  for  other  necessary 
services ;    and    it   would    appear  that   Major  Samuel  Kern 
was   employed   by    the    Government    to   raise    a  regiment 
amongst  the  inhabitants.     Kem  had  been  an  army  officer 
under  Lord  Denbigh,  and,  as  was  long  customary  in  English 
regiments,  combined  the  functions  of  major  and  chaplain. 
He  was  also  for  some  time  lecturer  at  St.  Werburgh's,  vice 
the  Rev.  Richard  Standfast.      Certain  writers  of   limited 
knowledge,  who  have  treated  of  the  Civil  AVar,  have  branded 
all  the  military  preachers  as  uncultured  fanatics.     Kem, 
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however,  like  others,  was  an  educated  gentleman,  and  held  the 
degree  of  B.D.  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Denbigh,  dated  Decem- 
ber 19th,  he  refers  with  grief  to  the  scandal  caused  in  Bristol 
by  a  schismacical  lieutenant,  who  "  daily  preacheth  in  a 
scarlet  coat  with  silver  lace  and  with  his  sword  b}'-  his  side 
.  .  .  who  holds  the  mortality  of  the  soul."  When  called 
to  other  services  in  1646,  Kem  preached,  and  afterwards 
printed,  a  farewell  sermon  to  his  Bristol  regiment,  in  which 
he  referred  with  scorn  to  the  prevalent  "  rabble  of  heresies," 
and  to  "  the  subservient  actors  for  Scout-Master-General 
Self  Ends,"  who  were  slaying  more  than  had  perished  by 
the  sword. 

On  December  9tli  the  House  of  Commons  took  into  con- 
sideration the  petition  of  Richard  Netheway,  a  Bristol 
brewer,  who  made  an  urgent  appeal  for  relief  from  the 
distress  to  which  he  had  been  reduced  by  the  Eoyalists, 
owing  to  his  aifection  for  the  Parliament.  The  enemy  had, 
he  averred,  burned  down  his  valuable  houses  near  the  Pithay 
Gate,  and  there])y  ruined  him.  The  Commons  directed  tliat 
he  should  be  given  £5CHJ  in  money,  and  that  their  deputies 
in  Bristol  should  provide  him  with  a  house  suitable  for  his 
trade  out  of  the  estates  of  sequestered  Royalists,  and  also 
consider  how  £5(X)  more  shoukl  be  raised  in  comjiensation 
for  his  losses,  which  was  done.  Nothing  more  is  heard  of 
Netheway  for  twenty  years  ;  but  in  tln^.  State  Pa])ers  for 
1665  there  is  a  petition  from  him  to  diaries  II.,  allirming 
that  he  was  reduced  to  poverty  through  liis  fervent  loyalty. 
He  had  supplied  Rupert's  garrison  with  £120  worth  of  beer, 
never  paid  for,  and  his  house  at  Pithay  Gate  was  burnt  with 
his  CDnsoiit,  lest  it  sliould  advantnge  the  Roundhead  besiegers. 
The  impudent  rogue  begged  for  a  2)k\ce  in  the  Custom 
House  or  some  other  compensation,  declaring  that  he  was 
likely  to  die  in  prison.     The  Kiug'sresjDonse  has  perished. 

As  the  Recorder,  Sir  John  Glanvillc,  persistently  refrained 
from  visiting  the  city  to  perform  his  functions,  the 
Council,  on  January  6tli,  1646,  declared  that  ho  was  in- 
capable of  holding  his  place  any  longer,  and  that  the  ofhce 
was  therefore  void.  Edmund  Prideaux,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Great  Seal,  was  thereupon  appointed  to 
the  vacancy 

Glanville  had  been  "  disabled  "  from  sitting  in  Parliament 
by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  previous  September,  and 
Colonel  Taylor, the  other  representative  of  Bristol,  "disabled *" 
in  1644,  had  been  killed  during  the  siege.  An  election  for 
two  members  consequently  took  j^lace  on  January  26tli,  1646, 
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Major  Kem,  B.D.,  had  previously  preached  a  sermon  exhort- 
ing the  electors  to  return  godly  men,  and  Alderman  Richard 
Aldworth  and  Luke  Hodges,  two  of  the  Puritans  expelled 
from  the  Council  in  KilB,  were  elected.  Aldworth  from 
time  to  time  advanced  considerable  sums  for  the  service  of  the 
Parliament,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  popular  member. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Corporation  was  sued,  in  the  person 
■of  the  tjndej  Sheriff,  by  one  John  Roberts,  who  would  have 
brought  about  the  absolute  ruin  of  the  civic  body  if  success 
had  crowned  liis  enterprise.  AYhen  the  "  gratuity '"  of 
£20,OrK3  to  the  King  and  Prince  Rupert  was  being  collected 
from  the  householders,  Roberts's  father  was  assessed  at,  and 
paid,  £20 ;  and  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  this  sum. 
The  Court  of  King's  Bench,  however,  seems  to  have  sum- 
marily quashed  the  plaiutilf  s  claim,  for  the  law  costs  paid 
by  the  Corporation  amounted  to  only  ten  shillings. 

The  soldiery  of  the  garrison,  having  no  serious  duties  to 
perform,  occupied  much  of  their  leisure  about  this  time  in 
visiting  the  parish  churches,  and  destroying  what  they 
styled  "  idolatrous  'f  sculpture  and  stained  glass,  the  latter 
being  almost  entirely  demolished.  ]\luch  havoc  is  said  to 
have  been  wrought  in  the  tabernacle  work  o!  tlie  tombs,  etc., 
in  St.  Mary  Redcliff,  Avliere  the  organ  was  pulled  to  pieces, 
and  the  pipes  carried  awa}'-  and  blown  as  trumpets  in  the 
streets.  The  supposition  that  those  zealots  mutilated  the 
once  magnificent  reredos  at  the  end  of  the  north  aisle  of  the 
■cathedral  is,  however,  unfounded,  the  destruction  of  shrines 
and  images  in  churches  having  been  relentlessly  carried  out 
by  order  of  the  Government  of  Edward  VI.,  a  conturj'-  earlier. 
Fearing  that  the  painted  glass  in  the  Guildhall  would  fall 
a.  priiy  to  the  fanatics,  the  Corporation  liad  llli  feet  of  it 
removed,  and  replaced  by  ordinary  material  at  an  outlay  of 
£3  7.S-.  Unfortunately,  the  ornamental  glass  seems  to  have 
perished  through  neglect,  as  it  is  never  mentioned  again. 

When  iconoclasts  were  aroused  to  fury  by  the  sight  of 
pictured  glass  and  carved  corbels,  their  hatred  of  what  they 
styled  prelacy  was  pretty  sure  to  make  them  equally  ])itiless 
toAvards  human  beings.  The  local  chroniclers  are  silent  on 
the  subject,  and  the  cnily  existing  source  of  information  is 
the  book  known  as  AValker's  "  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy," 
compiled  upwards  of  sixty  years  later,  and  much  of  it 
avowedly  based  on  hearsay  and  tradition,  but  which,  it  is 
only  too  probable,  is  in  many  cases  trustAvorthy.  Dr. 
Thomas  Howell  was  nominated  to  the  see  of  Bristol  in  1044, 
and  was  in  residence  during  a  part  of  the  second  Puritan 
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occupation.  His  palace  and  park  were  sold  by  order  of 
Parliament  to  Thomas  and  Samuel  Clark  for  £240,  and,  as 
the  Bishop  refused  to  quit,  the  purchasers  stripped  tlie  lead 
off  the  roof,  by  which  the  inmates,  including  Mrs.  Howell^ 
then  advanced  in  pregnancy,  were  exposed  to  the  weather. 
The  unfortunate  lady  died  in  childbed,  after  which  the 
Bishop  was  driven  out  of  the  house,  which  Avas  first 
plundered  and  then  converted  into  a  malt  mill  and  store- 
house. Dr.  Howell  died  a  few  months  afterwards,  leaving 
ton  children. 

AVhen  so  little  respect  was  paid  to  a  bishop,  it  might  be 
assumed  that  still  less  would  be  rendered  to  the  King,  against 
whom  the  Puritans  were  in  arms.  Yet  the  assumption 
would  be  erroneous  as  regards  the  period  under  review. 
Revolutionary  ideas  were  developing  ra[)idly  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary army,  but  amongst  civilians,  in  spite  of  years  of 
misgovernment,  lo3^alty  was  still  deep  and  widespread,  and 
2iossibly  may  liave  increased  under  the  severe  rule  of  the 
two  -Houses.  In  March,  lO-Ki,  l)y  order  of  the  Corjioration, 
the  Chamberlain  laid  out  o.s-.  4d.  "for  woorl  for  the  bonfire 
before  Mr.  jNIayor's  door  on  Coronation  Day,  being  the 
King's  Holiday."  The  same  item  occurs  in  the  accounts  of 
1G47  and  1G48,  the  latter  entry  showing  how  the  holiday  was 
then  celebrated  : — "  Paid  IMr.  Jessop  for  preaching  a  sermon 
at  the  College  (cathedral),  on  the  King's  Coronation  Day: 
ordered  by  the  JMayor  and  Aldermen  Lock,  Vickris  and 
Gibbs,  but  never  jDaid  before  by  the  city,  £1."  This  entry ,^ 
together  with  the  usual  quarterl}'-  items  for  dusting  the 
Corporation  scats,  satisfactorily  explodes  the  assertion  made 
by  some  j^rejudiced  Avriters  that  services  in  the  cathedral 
were  discontinued  antl  the  biiildini''  desecrated  soon  after 
t  1h>  departuiv  t>i'  Prince  Rujiert. 

Owing  to  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  Poyalist  oiilicers 
whilst  the  city  Avas  in  their  power,  the  means  of  main- 
taining the  ordinary  machinery  of  police  were  no  longer 
procurable,  and  tlie  results  may  be  imagined.  The  sca- 
venger, for  example,  having  been  discharged  through  want 
of  funds,  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  Avas  left  to  the  elements, 
and  as  the  issue  of  tAvo  years'  neglect,  the  main  thorough- 
fares, according  to  a  corporate  minute  of  February  3rd,  lG4(j, 
Avere  "  full  of  dirt,  soil,  and  filth,  and  very  dangerous  in  this 
time  of  infection."  Yet  their  condition  was  savoury  Avhen 
compared  Avith  that  of  the  numerous  narrow  lanes  inhabited 
by  the  poor.  The  Council,  heavily  burdened  Avith  debt, 
evaded  the  task  of  reform,  and  ordered  the  churchwardens 
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to  levy  rates  with  a  view  to  purification ;  out  after  a 
lengtliened  trial  of  this  system,  the  Corporation  were  com- 
pelled to  resume  their  functions.  In  1048  the  Raker  again 
became  their  servant  at  a  salary  of  £K"HJ,  of  which  sum  the 
Council  contributed  £41),  and  the  remainder  was  raised  by 
a  rate.  The  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  two  rivers, 
esj)ecially  of  those  of  the  Froom,  was  at  low  water  even 
more  sickening  than  that  of  the  streets,  owing  to  the  im- 
purities deposited  there  from  the  sewers  and  tlie  filth  cast  in 
by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  ;  but  reformation  was  left 
to  the  winter  floods,  the  authorities  contenting  themselves 
by  threatening  heavy  penalties  on  detected  malpractices. 

General  Ski2)})on,  who  found  the  governorship  of  Bristol 
a  by  no  means  envious  position,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
House  of  Lords  on  l^ebruarv  2nd,  104(1  describino-  his 
embarrassments  and  praying  for  assistance,  the  want  of 
which,  he  asserted,  "  is  likely  suddenly  to  bring  this  place 
into  a  very  sad  conditio]i."  The  order  made  by  Parlia- 
ment for  contriliutions  from  the  three  neighbouring  counties 
has  been  already  recorded.  SkipjKJu's  letter  stated  tliat 
though  more  than  £9,(0)  ought  to  have  been  received 
from  these  sources,  not  so  much  as  £i)(H)  had  actually 
arrived ;  and  that  he  had  no  power  to  raise  money  except 
in  the  city.'  Not  a  penn}''  had  l)een  sent  in  from  Grloucester- 
shire  and  Wilts,  and  only  about  £700  had  come  from 
Somerset.  He  had  thus  been  disabled  from  increasing  the 
garrison,  or  rendering  help  to  distressed  friends  in  the 
three  counties  lately  j)lundered  by  the  enemy ;  whilst  he 
had  to  keep  in  awe  a  multitude  of  ill-aifected  persons  in 
.Bristol  (an  assertion  worthy  of  note).  His  earnest  pra3^er 
for  a(  lent  ion  to  his  nccessilics  led  to  an  Ordinance  of  the  t\vo 
Houses,  passed  on  Fobruar}^  24th,  directing  that  i  he  receipts 
from  the  Fxcise  and  new  Tm])ost  in  the  city  and  district 
should  bo  temporarily  ajjpropriated  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  troops.  In  August,  Avlien  the  King  was  a  prisoner,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  garrison  should  be  reduced  to  8(30 
infantry  and  one  troo])  of  liorse,  and  that  the  soldiers  be  no 
longer  emjiloyed  in  Gloucestershire  in  levying  the  contri- 
butions. The  difficulty  in  procuring  money  from  that 
county  is  explained  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Speaker  by 
Colonel  P3''nder,  a  deputy  from  the  Commons.  "  The  charge 
for  free  quarters  during  the  siege,"  he  Avrote,  "amounts  to 
so  great  a  sum  that,  without  your  encouragement,  the  poor 
county  will  be  undone,  and  disabled  either  to  support  the 
garrison  or  themselves." 


214 


THE    ANNALS    OP    BEISTOL  [1646: 


The  Chamberlain,  in  August,  disbursed  £8  as  a  recom- 
pense to  a  citizen  named  Moore,  on  account  of  liis  liouse 
having  been  plundered  by  Prince  Rupert's  soldiers,  "  who 
possessed  the  same  two  whole  years."  A.  shilling  Avas  alsO' 
paid  to  a  smith  for  his  help  in  letting  down  "  the  portcullis 
at  Froom  Gate,  to  keep  out  carts,"  which  were  always 
regarded  as  a  nuisance  by  the  Corporation. 

Raglan  Castle,  the  last  stronghold  of  the  Royalist  cause 
in  the  "West  of  England,  surrendered  to  the  Parliament 
forces  in  August.  A  London  news-sheet  reported  soon 
afterwards  that  one  Major  Tuleday  had  arrived  in  Bristol 
on  his  way  to  the  capital,  Avith  the  King's  standard  and! 
other  badges  of  triumph  borne  before  him,  and  that  as  he 
approached  the  city  he  was  met  by  joyous  crowds,  who 
heartily  welcomed  him. 

One  of  the  earliest  indications  that  the  civic  body  was 
recovering  from  the  blood-sucking  practices  of  the  Cavaliers 
occurs  in  the  Council  minutes  of  October  15th.  There  being 
much  distress  amongst  the  poor,  owing  to  the  dearness  of 
food,  the  members  clubbed  up  £266,  the  whole  of  which 
sum  was  expended,  not  in  the  purchase  of  corn,  but  of 
butter,  destined  for  sale  by  retail  at  low  prices.  In  the 
result  there  was  a  loss  on  the  transaction  of  over  £30, 
which  was  borne  by  the  Chamber.  Soon  after,  a  gratuity 
of  £30  was  voted  to  Sir  John  Glanville  for  "arrears"  of 
his  fees  when  Recorder,  though  a  much  larger  sum  was 
nominally  due  to  him.  This  was  followed  by  the  revival 
of  the  Mayor's  fishing  excursion  on  the  Froom,  by  a  peram- 
bulation of  the  boundaries,  and  by  a  duck-hunting  feast, 
tliii  expenses  of  cacli,  though  on  a  modest  scale,  indicating" 
a  desire  to  revert  to  old-fashioned  festivities.  A  novel  item 
crops  up  about  the  same  time — a  payment  of  £4  ds.  (kl.  for 
horse-meat,  etc.,  for  Mr.  Recorder's  horses — which  the  Cham- 
l)erlain  carefully  noted- was  "not  to  be  brought  in  president 
for  the  future."  In  point  of  fact  it  became  a  "president  " 
for  annual  items  of  far  greater  amount,  extending  over 
more  than  a  huudred  years.  It  is  probable  that  the 
Recorder,  during  his  first  visit,  maj'-  have  pointed  out 
the  desirability  of  re-constituting  the  aldermanic  body, 
wliich,  by  the  purgation  of  the  previous  year,  had  been 
reduced  to  four  members;  for  during  his  stay,  eight 
gentlemen,  all  prominent  Puritans,  were  elected,  thus 
completing  the  magisterial  bench.  Six  Common  Coun- 
cillors, of  similar  political  views,  were  chosen  about  the 
same  time,  one  of  whom  was  "William  Yeamans,  a  relative 
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of  the  "  martyr."  Finally,  in  November,  when  Dublin  was 
in  danger  of  falling  into  hostile  hands,  the  members  of  the 
Council  subscribed  upwards  of  £160  for  the  purchase  and 
despatch  of  ammunition  for  the  Puritan  garrison. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  Parliamentary  tribunal 
charged  with  inquiring  into  the  value  of  "delinquents'" 
estates,  and  "  compounding "  witli  the  owners  for  fines  in 
lieu  of  sequestration,  was  actively  fulfilling   those  duties, 
and  several  Bristol  names  occur  in  the  State  Papers,  which 
often  omit  to  mention  the  decisions  arrived  at.     It  is  clear 
from  these   papers   that   some   prominent   local   Royalists 
changed  sides  immediately  after  the  Puritan  victory.     For 
example,    Thomas    Colston,    the  trained-band  colonel  who 
constructed    Colston  Fort,  petitioned    for   favourable   con- 
sideration because  he  had  at  once  conformed  to  Parliament ; 
while   his   subordinate,    Captain    Bevan,    made    the    same 
prayer,  alleging    that   he    had    laid  down  his    arms   even 
before  the  storming  of  the  town,  and  had  since  advanced 
"  great  part "  of  the  gratuity  to  the  Roundhead  soldiers. 
No  fine   is  noted  in  either   case.      Ex-Alderman    Wallis's 
petition   admits  that  he  was  for  Parliament  until  Prince 
Rupert  entered,  and  for  the  King  till  the  Royalists  were 
driven  out.     Being  now  "well  affected"  again,  he  got  ofl* 
on  paying,  £177  lO.s.     Richard  Gregson  acknowledges  hav- 
ing taken  arms  for  the  King,  but  pleads  that  he  has  now 
taken  the  Covenant,  and  had  paid  "  £40  for  his  25th  jmrt," 
which  was  probably  the  assessment  levied  for  raising  the 
£6,0(J0  given  to  tlio  soldiery.     He  escaped  on  paying  £105 
more.      Ex-Alderman   Richard   Long  made    no    profession 
of  change  of  opinion,  but  asked  to  be  allowed  to  compound, 
which  was  granteil  on  payment  of  £8U).     Thomas  Chester, 
in  the  same  \vay,conn)ounded  for  his  landed  estate  by  a  hne 
of  £1,000,  which  woukl  have  been  more  but  for  the  fact  that 
some  of  his  houses  were  destroyed  by  the  hres  raised  by  the 
defeated  Royalists.     He  paid  a  further,  but  unrecorded,  fine 
to   redeem  his  personal  estate.     John  Bowcher,  merchant 
(doubtless  the  brother  of  the  "martyr"),  in  praying  to  be 
allowed  to  compound,  stated  that  he  had  been  a  captain  in 
one  of   the  King's   foot   regiments.      He  was  fined  £135. 
Alexander  James,  Mayor  in  16-1-1-5,  appears  to  have  been 
mulcted  in  £670.     Ex-Alderman  Humphrey  Hooke,  already 
well  known  to  the  reader,  made  an  urgent  appeal  for  tender 
treatment.     When  Fiennes  was  Governor  of  the  city,  the 
petitioner   lent    him    £25(),   supplied    powder  (value  £90), 
wliicli  was  never  paid  for,  and  made  other  gifts  in  money. 
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It  was  true  lie  had  helped  Prince  Rupert  to  defend  the 
town  against  Parliament,  but  he  had  since  given  much 
towards  the  soldiers'  gratuity,  and  paid  all  contributions, 
and  had  finally  become  a  good  Puritan,  by  adhering  to  the 
Covenant !  Mr.  Hooke  ha-cl  large  estates  in  the  two  adjoin- 
ing counties  and  in  "Worcestershire,  and  his  case  occupied 
the  commissioners  for  five  years.  Two  fines,  amounting 
to  about  £8(1),  occur  in  the  proceedings,  but,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned,  he  appealed  to  Cromwell,  and  probably 
escaped  scot-free.  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  of  Stoke,  near 
Stapleton,  in  asking  to  be  allowed  to  compound,  alleged 
that  he  had  been  forced,  from  the  nearness  of  his  house  to 
Bristol,  to  adhere  to  the  King's  part3^  He  was  fined  £1,080, 
but  petitioned  again  "on  a  fresh  particular,"  when  the  mulct 
was  fixed  at  £1343.  His  son  Ixichard  declared  that,  "  being 
under  the  power  of  the  enemy,"  he  was  forced  to  take  the 
King's  side.  He  appears  to  have  got  off  on  payment  of 
£2.'31.  Sir  Robert  Poyntz,  K.B.,  of  Iron  Acton,  wlio  had 
property  in  Bristol,  and  was  in  the  city  with  the  Royalists, 
was  fined  £723. 

The  most  destructive  fire  recorded  in  local  history  until 
the  present  century  occurred  on  February  17th,  1047.  It 
originated  in  a  house  on  Bristol  Bridge  occupied  by  an 
apothecary,  named  Edwards,  and  owing  to  the  dwellings 
there  being  chiefly  constructed  of  timber,  the  flames  rapidly 
spread.  About  twenty  -  four  houses  lining  the  narrow 
thoroughfare  between  the  relics  of  St.  Mary's  chapel 
and  the  northern  end  of  the  Bridge  were  consumed  in  a  few 
hours.  The  tradesmen  on  the  Brirlge  were  regarded  as 
amongst  the  wcalt hirst  in  ili<<  cily,  and  some  of  the  stocks 
destroyed  were  of  great  vahu^  A  London  news-sheet  stated 
that  the  flames  were  ])revented  from  spreading  further  only 
by  the  pulling  down  of  a  number  of  dwellings.  Such  was 
the  fruit,  added  the  writer,  of  "  jiaper  or  woodt-n  buildings, 
which  no  loss  will  make  t(>  be  laid  aside."  The  city  was 
then  destitute  of  a  fire-engine,  and  it  is  improl)able  that 
such  an  apparatus  would  have  been  of  much  avail.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  25th  it  was  ordered  that,  to 
repay  the  charges  of  quenching  the  flames,  and  also  for 
erecting  walls  or  rails  for  the  protection  of  passengers,  a 
rate  should  be  levied  on  householders.  Subsequently  it  was 
determined  to  send  to  London  for  a  fire-engine,  for  which 
£B1  lU,s\  were  ])aid,  with  £S  Ss.  more  for  forty-eight  buckets. 
A  further  resolution  required  every  member  of  the  Council 
to  keep  six  buckets  in  his  house,  and  the  magistrates  were 


ICA7]  IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY.  217 

desired  to  fix  tlie  number  to  be  kejot  in  eacli  parish  chnrcli 
and  in  each  hall  of  the  trade  companies.  The  owners  of  the 
burned  property  found  some  alleviation  of  their  own  misfor- 
tune in  taking  advantage  of  that  of  a  great  nobleman.  As 
has  been  already  noted,  Raglan  Castle,  the  j^rincely  seat  of 
the  aged  Marquis  of  AVorcester,  was  captured  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary forces  in  August,  ICAG ;  and  some  months  later, 
when  the  extensive  building  had  been  pulled  to  pieces,  the 
timber,  with  the  lead  roofings,  was  removed  to  Monmouth, 
and  sold  in  lots  by  auction,  realizing  only  trivial  ])rices. 
Much  of  the  material  was  purchased  by  Bristolians,  floated 
down  the  AVye  and  Severn  on  rafts,  and  made  use  of  in  the 
work  of  reconstruction. 

_  Moved  by  the  appeals  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  and  district  for  relief  from  military  imposts,  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  March,  1647,  ordered  that  the  garrison  of 
the  Castle  and  Great  Fort  should  be  reduced  to  250  men, 
and  that  the  town  should  be  disgarrisoned,  and  the  outer 
ramparts  and  minor  forts  "  slighted."  The  Corporation  lent 
no  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  demolition,  and 
how  it  was  effected  is  matter  of  conjecture.  Probably  the 
owners  of  the  ground  occupied  by*  the  wall  and  trench 
were  allowed  to  resume  ])Ossession  of  their  propert}^, 
and  to  restore  it  to  its  original  condition.  The  levelling 
was  executed  so  thoroughly  that  a  hundred  years  later  the 
precise  course  of  the  line  between  Stokes  Croft,  and  Law- 
ford's  riate  could  no  longer  be  traced.  Several  of  the  cannon 
from  the  forts  and  redoubts  were  stored  in  the  Guildhall  in 
January,  1(148. 

An  Ordinance  of  the  Corporation  for  tlie  benefit  of  the 
AVliitaAvors',  Glovers'  andPointmakers'  Cunijiany  was  issued 
in  April.  After' reciting  that  the  fines  and  forfeitures  im- 
posed by  the  Company  for  breaches  of  their  laws  had  been 
previously  recovered  from  offenders  either  by  distraint  or 
imprisonment,  the  document  states  that  those  processes  often 
led  to  aifrays  and  bloodshed,  and  sometimes  to  far  worse 
misdemeanpurs.  For  remedy  whereof  it  was  ordered  that 
the  penalties  should  thenceforth  be  recovered  by  actions 
raised  in  the_  Mayor's  Court,  and  the  proceeds  ajiplied  to 
works  of  charity.  This  suppression  of  brutality  on  the  part 
of  ]:»etty  officials  worked  so  satisfactorily  that  other  trades 
a])plied  for,  and  were  granted,  a  similar  recourse  to  a  legal 
tribunal. 

A  corporate  lease  granted  on  April  14th  to  John  Elliott, 
of  Barton  Regis,  jjreserves  the  only  record  of  the  first  place 
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of  detention  for  offenders  in  tlie  Gloncestersliire  portion  of 
St.  Pliilip's  parish.  The  document  demises  "  a  splot  or  rag 
of  ground  near  Lawford's  Gate,  beliind  the  place  where  the 
Cage  theretofore  stood."  The  Cage  had  doubtless  been 
destroyed  during  the  Civil  War,  and  it  was  not  replaced  by 
a  permanent  j^rison  until  early  in  the  following  century. 

A  new  office  was  created  by  the  Court  of  Aldermen  in 
June,  a  man  styled  a  AVarner  being  appointed  to  bring  up 
intelligence  from  Avonmouth  of  the  arrival  of  vessels.  The 
appointment  gave  much  offence  to  the  pilots,  who  had  pre- 
viously fulfilled  this  duty  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  and 
they  often  thwarted  the  new  official  by  giving  him  false 
information  as  to  the  names  of  the  ships.  Threats  of  dis- 
missal at  length  put  an  end  to  misconduct,  and  tlie  AVarner 
was  a  useful  public  servant  until  the  introduction  of 
steam- tugs. 

The  Common  Council,  in  August,  approved  of  a  charter 
of  incorporation  for  the  ]\lercers'  Com])any.  This  fraternity, 
though  one  of  the  latest,  was  for  some  time  one  of  the  most 
influential,  of  the  trading  societies,  some  of  its  members 
attaining  high  office  in  the  Corporation.  The  first  Master 
was  John  Young,  Sheriff  in  the  previous  year.  A  "  hall  " 
was  rented  in  St.  Tliomas's  Lane,  but  the  Company  after- 
wards removed  to  Nicholas  Street.  Like  many  of  the  city 
fraternities,  this  incorporation  seems  to  have  died  out  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

In  September,  1G47,  a  deputation  of  Bristolians  carried  to 
the  House  of  Commons  a  petition,  purporting  to  be  signed 
by  "  many  thousand  hands,"  praying  for  a  variety  of 
reforms.  The  ])otitionors  asked,  amongst  other  things,  for 
such  a  settlement  of  peace  as  would  prevent  another  war, 
for  the  redress  of  army  grievances,  the  preservation  of 
popular  rights,  the  expulsion  of  incapable  members  from  the 
House  and  from  seats  of  justice,  for  tenderness  in  imposing 
the  Covenant  upon  pious  consciences,  and  for  the  restoratioii 
of  the  old  su])porters  of  the  Iviiig  to  the  jn'ivileges  of 
Englishmen.  The  document  evidently  proceeded  from 
persons  opposed  to  the  dominant  Presbyterians,  and  sym- 
pathising with  the  new  sect  of  Independents  represented  by 
Cromwell  and  the  army ;  but  it  was  possibly  signed  by 
many  Royalists.  After  the  petition  had  been  read,  the 
deputation  were  called  in,  and  informed  by  the  Speaker 
that  the  House  did  not  approve  of  some  of  their  requests, 
Ijut  thanked  them  for  their  good  affections. 

An  entry  in  the  corporate  Bargain  Book,  dated  Novem- 
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ber,  1G47,  affords  some  information  respecting  Tower 
Harritz,  a  building  frequently  mentioned  in  the  city 
annals,  but  of  which  little  is  known.  The  record  shows 
that  the  tower  had  lost  its  roof  during  the  siege  of  1{)45, 
probably  from  fire,  and  that  a  neighbouring  dwelling-house 
had  been  burned  down.  In  consideration  of  one  Puxton 
covenanting  to  rebuild  the  house,  the  Corporation  granted 
him  the  property  for  thirty  years  at  a  rent  of  £5.  A  sluice 
that,  previous  to  the  war,  had  been  used  to  let  water  into 
and  out  of  the  moat  in  front  of  the  town  wall  was  to  be  re- 
paired by  the  Chamber,  so  that  masts  might  be  left  there 
according  to  ancient  custom  ;  and  Puxton  was  allowed  to 
put  a  roof  on  the  tower,  and  to  build  against  it  if  he 
pleased. 

Some  local  histories  assert  that  on  November  23rd  Parlia- 
ment was  informed  that  the  garrison  had  mutinied,  and  had 
seized  and  threatened  to  keep  in  prison  an  alderman  until 
they  should  receive  a  month's  pay ;  that  the  Corporation 
protested  against  the  outrage,  and  that  the  Houses  ordered 
the  immediate  discharge  of  the  captive.  The  story  was 
probably  co])ied  from  one  of  the  mendacious  pamphlets  of 
the  time.  No  mention  of  such  an  incident  occurs  in  the 
Journals  of  the  two  Houses  or  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Common  Council. 

The  Parliament,  on  December  3(  )th,  issued  an  order  for 
the  payment  out  of  the  Excise  to  one  of  the  wealthiest  of 
Bristolians,  Alderman  Aid  worth,  M.P.,  of  £3,0(51,  advanced 
by  him  for  the  service  of  the  State,  chiefly  whilst  Fiennes 
was  Governor  of  the  city,  together  with  £1,313  iiiterest. 

Continuous  s^nnj^toms  of  reviving  prosj^erity  are  notice- 
jiblr  in  the  corporati^  account-books.  At  Christmas,  the 
waits,  rarely  nn'utionfd  for  several  years,  wtMV  furnished 
with  new  liveries  at  a  cost  of  £4  Ids.  The  (Chamber  was 
still  paying  8  percent,  for  money  borrowed,  but  in  January, 
1(j4S,  Sir  Robert  Poyntz,  of  Iron  Acton,  advanced  £Sn(J  at 
5  per  cent.,  and  two  ]n'essing  creditors  Avere  paid  off.  In 
tli(^.  following  month  £S(^  were  paid  to  Aldorme]i  Aldworth 
and  Hodges,  on  account,  for  their  services  in  Parliament ;  aud 
soon  afterwards  several  long-outstanding  debts  for  presents 
of  wine  and  other  matters  were  discharged.  Owing  to  the 
distractions  of  the  war  it  had  been  impossible  to  collect  the 
rentals  of  various  charity  estates  ;  but  in  February  a  sum 
of  £480  was  received  from  London  as  the  recoverable  instal- 
ment of  rents  arising  from  Dr.  White's  benefactions.  For 
several  years  the  Corporation  suspended  the  payment  of  the 
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£104  per  anniTm  devised  by  Sir  Thomas  White  to  various 
English  borougdis  in  rotation,  alleging  that  the  income  from 
his  estate  had  been  entirely  lost.  The  account-book  of  the 
charity  preserved  in  the  Council  House  proves  that  this 
assertion  was  wholly  unfounded,  but  allowance  must  be 
made  for  the  extreme  penury  to  which  the  civic  bod}'^  had 
been  reduced  by  military  exactions. 

The  spring  of  1648  was  inemorable  for  the  outbreak  of 
the  second  Civil  War,  brouglit  about  by  the  King's  intrigues 
with  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  and  the  drifting  of  many 
conspicuous  members  of  Parliament  towards  the  royal  cause 
through  fear  and  detestation  of  the  liepublican  party.  On 
May  1st  letters  from  Bristol  were  received  at  Westminster, 
announcing  that  divers  persons  in  the  city  were  enlisting 
soldiers  for  the  King,  and  that  the  garrison  showed  coldness 
in  suppressing  these  proceedings.  'I^ie  Journals  of  the  two 
Houses  are  strangely  imperfect  about  this  time,  but  their 
defects  are  partially  supplied  by  documents  amongst  the 
State  Papers.  From  these  it  a]:)pears  that  on  the  receipt 
of  the  above  intelligence  a  committee  of  the  two  Houses 
directed  the  Clloucestershire  committee  to  send  forty  barrels 
of  gunpowder  to  Bristol.  Orders  were  also  given  that 
£5,(KK),  then  l.ying  in  the  city  for  transport  to  Ireland, 
should  be  instantly  removed  to  a  shij)  of  war  lying  in  King- 
road,  until  it  could  be  safely  despatched  ;  and  an  order  was 
sent  to  the  Lord  General  Fairfax,  pointing  out  the  peril  to 
the  whole  kingdom  if  the  "malignants"  should  recover 
power  in  Bristol  "  now  that  there  is  so  great  a  distemper 
among  the  ])eople,"  and  requesting  that  6(X)  foot  and  100 
horse  b(>  sent  \inder  a  faitlif\il  commantler  to  secure  tlie 
place,  Whitelock  records  in  his  well-knoA\ai  "Memorials" 
that  on  May  2nd  a  sum  of  £6,(XK)  was  voted  "  for  Bristol," 
for  what  service  he  does  not  state.  On  May  lOth  the 
Commons  passed  an  order  for  charging  £5( X)  on  the  Excise 
for  reparations  and  provisions  at  Bristol,  and  Mr.  Aldworth 
was  directed  to  take  it  up  to  the  Lords,  by  whom  it  Avas  at 
once  approved.  AVhitelock  says  the  money  was  required  "for 
fortifying  Bristol  in  some  new  places."-  On  July  Jst  the 
Houses  resolved  that  £1,()(K)  should  be  advanced  to  the  city 
for  the  repair  of  the  Great  Fort,  and  for  furnishing  that 
place  and  the  Castle  with  provisions  and  ammunition, 
showing  that  great  anxiety  still  prevailed.  The  money 
was  to  be  raised  out  of  the  estates  of  local  "delinquents" 
An  Ordinance  for  re-organizing  the  militia  and  raising 
forces  for  the  better  defence  of  the  city  was  passed  about 
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the  same  time.  Plaviiig  regard  to  tliese  panic-strickeii 
arrangements,  it  is  sarprising  to  find  that  the  Corporation, 
althongli  unquestionably  in  S3'mpatliy  witli  tlie  then  pre- 
dominant party  in  Parliament,  seem  to  have  treated  the 
alleged  peril  with  almost  perfect  unconcern.  On  July  14th 
the  Council  ordered  that  £21X)  should  be  levied  on  the  ablest 
inhabitants,  by  way  of  loan,  for  equip2)ing  the  trained 
bands  and  auxiliaries,  it  being  added  that  the  mone}'-  woidd 
be  repaid  in  a  short  time  by  virtue  of  the  Ordinance  for 
charging  the  outlay  upon  the  Excise.  And  this  is  practi- 
cally the  only  local  reference  to  the  scare  at  Westminster. 

The  chief  subject  occupying  corporate  attention  during 
the  year  was  the  famishing  condition  of  the  poor,  resulting 
from  a  succession  of  bad  liarvosts.  It  was  resolved  that  a 
quantit}'-  of  wheat  and  other  grain  should  be  stored  in  the 
Old  Jewry  (in  Bell  Lane),  and  sold  in  retail  at  the  rate  of 
8.^'.  Vkl.  per  bushel  for  wheat,  G.v.  8c^.  for  rye,  and  4.v.  for 
barley,  the  loss  on  the  transactions  to  be  borne  by  the 
Chamber.  If  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  statement  of  a 
contemporary  annalist,  tlic  above  prices  were  greatly  below 
the  market  rates,  which  are  given  at  IJO.v,  per  quarter  for 
wheat,  HO.s-.  for  rye,  and  ()4,v.  for  barley.  AVHien  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  ordinary  Avages  of  artizans  were  then 
only  one  shilling  per  da}^,  the  general  misery  may  be 
faintly  conceived.  Butter,  says  the  same  authorit}^,  sold  at 
7d.  per  pound,  nearly  three  times  its  normal  value,  a  fact 
which  j)erhaps  prevented  the  Council  from  indulging  in  one 
of  its  favourite  traliics.  A  little  later  in  the  year,  a  con- 
tribution of  from  7,v.  to  lO*-.  was  required  from  each  member 
of  the  Council  to  provide  the  poor  with  coal  ;  and  in 
[)cctMiilH'r,  bi'cad  being  still  at  I'amine  price,  a  generous 
subscri])tion  was  made  fur  the  purchase  of  peas  to  relievo 
the  starving.  '' 

After  the  use  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  either  in 
churches  or  private  houses,  was  prohibited  by  Parliament 
in  1G47,  the  usual  liturgical  services  in  the  cathedral  were 
suspentled;  though,  as  has  been  already  shown,  the  members 
of  the  Corporation  retained  their  seats  in  the  building, 
occasionally  went  in  state  to  hear  a  sermon,  and  made  a 
donation  to  the  preacher.  Desirous  that  a  service  in 
conformity  with  their  views  should  be  permanently  estab- 
lished, the  Council,  in  August,  sent  a  petition  to  Parlia- 
ment, praying  that  steps  might  be  taken  for  maintaining 
a  preacher  in  the  cathedral  by  an  allowance  out  of  the 
capitular  estates ;  and  a  second  petition,  practic^vHy  to  the 


222  THE    ANNALS    OF    BRISTOL  [1648 

same  effect,  WaS  forwarded  in  SejDt ember.  Though  the 
Houses  took  no  action  on  eitlier  memorial,  the  above  facts 
are  sufficient  to  disprove  the  reckless  assertions  made  in 
'Tovey's  "Life  of  Colston,"  that  the  sacred  edifice,  on  the 
departure  of  Prince  Rupert,  was  converted  into  a  military 
stable,  and  polluted  to  the  vilest  purposes.  On  October  2nd 
the  House  of  Commons  directed  the  members  for  Bristol  to 
draw  up  an  Ordinance  for  levying  a  rate  on  the  inhabitants 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  ministers,  whilst  a  committee 
was  ordered  to  grant  an  augmentation  of  the  ministers' 
stipends  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  The 
■collapse  of  Presbyterianism,  brought  about  soon  afterwards 
by  "  Pride's  Purge,"  seems  to  have  prevented  either  of  these 
proposals  from  taking  effect.  In  the  meantime,  as  well  as 
afterwards,  the  Cor])oration  continued  their  state  visits  to 
the  cathedral.  A  Sir.  Paul  was  23aid  20,v.  for  preaching  a 
sermon  there  on  Cluy  Fawkes  Day.  The  audit  books  for 
1040-50  and  1050-1  have  been  lost ;  but  the  accounts  for 
1G51-2  contain  the  usual  quarterly  payments  for  looking 
after  the  corporate  seats,  while  a  further  item  occurs  for 
repairs,  indicating  that  Sunday  sermons  Avere  then  re-estab- 
lished, if  they  had  ever  been  discontinued. 

The  Revenue  Commissioners  presented  a  rej^ort  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  August,  upon  tiie  petition  of  Robert 
Cann  and  the  Merchants'  Companj^  of  Bristol,  complaining 
that  merchandise  to  the  value  of  £2,815  had  been  taken 
out  of  their  ships  at  Scilly  to  supply  the  Parliamentary 
garrison,  and  praying  for  relief.  The  House  ordered  that 
the  above  amount  should  be  paid  "  out  of  money  due  for 
tJit>  two  subsidies  of  KMI,  and  in  the  collector's  liands 
concealed."  As  no  further  complaint  appears  in  the 
records,  the  money  seems  to  liave  been  forthcoming.  The 
]\Ierchaut  Venturers  applied  about  the  same  time  to  the 
I'louses  for  the  loan  of  a  frigate  to  protect  the  commerce  of 
the  Bristol  Channel,  then  infested  with  "Irish  rebels" — that 
is,  with  privateers  sent  out  by  the  Royalists.  The  request 
was  granted,  but  owing  to  further  heavy  losses  sustained 
from  those  raiders,  the  Society's  intention  to  man  and 
equip  the  frigate  could  not  be  carried  out,  and  Bristol 
vessels  were  stated  to  be  unsafe  even  in  Kingroad.  An 
increased  Parliamentary  fleet  on  the  Irish  coast  probaljly 
put  an  end  to  the  grievance. 

Tlie  English  colonies  in  North  America  and  the  AVest 
Indies  were  still  in  their  infanc}'-  at  this  period,  but  the 
planters   and   settlers   seem   to    liave    already    acquired    a 
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yearning  for  forced  labour.  On  Cromwell's  victory  over 
the  Scotch  RoyalisLs  in  Lancashire,  in  Angu.^t,  several 
thousands  of  the  invaders  were  ca^Dtured,  whereupon,  says 
the  Commons'  Journal  for  September  4th,  •'  the  gentlemen 
■of  Bristol  applied  to  have  liberty  to  transport  b(X)  of  the 
j^risoners  to  the  plantations,"  and  their  request  was  at  once 
granted.  Owing  to  the  Custom  House  records  having 
2:)erished,  all  details  as  to  this  remarkable  shipment — the 
first  of  its  kind— have  disappeared.  After  the  battle  of 
Worcester,  in  l(i51,  a  great  number  of  the  defeated  Scotch 
were  brought  to  Bristol,  not  only  from  the  scene  of  that 
fight,  but  from  Chester,  Stalford,  Ludlow,  and  other  places, 
some  local  merchants  having  undertaken  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  transport  them  to  the  colonies,  where  they  were 
sold  into  slavery.  Great  dela}^  occurred  bi-fore  the  captives 
Avere  shipped,  and  many  j^erislie^l  through  sickness.  In 
July,  1052,  again,  the  Council  of  State  ordered  the  Governor 
of  Waterford  to  deliver  to  Robert  Cann,  Robert  Yate,  and 
Thomas  Speed,  three  Avealthy  Bristol  merciiants,  as  many 
Irisli  rebel  prisoners  as  they  ,niight  choose  to  embark  in 
their  sliips,  bound  for  the  AVest  Indies  ;  and  three  months 
later  Tliomas  Speed,  who  became  a  Quaker,  was  granted  2()0 
more  of  the  rebels  for  shipment  to  Barbadoes.  The  above 
facts  are  obtained  from  the  State  Pa])ers,  wliicli  contain 
many  otlier  documents  rehiting  to  this  abominable  traffic. 

On  the  annual  civic  elections  day,  in  September,  John 
Bush,  Common  Councillor,  gave  a  bond  for  the  payment  of 
£100  in  consideration  of  being  relieved  from  his  office.  In 
a  fit  of  economy  the  Council  passed  an  ordinance  retlucing 
the  Mayor's  salary  from  £104  to  half  that  sum,  A  twelve- 
monlh  later  it  was  resolved  that  the  chief  magistrate  should 
have  £lOl  iu)t  withstanding  the  ordinanct^,  and  this  pa3'ment 
continued  until  J(!r)S,  when  another  lurch  towards  frugality 
took  place,  it  being  determined  that  the  existing  Mayor,  and 
he  only,  should  have  £104.  But  the  salary  was  again  raised 
two  years  later. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  January  8rd,  104*),  the 
members  for  the  cit}'-  were  "  requested  to  put  Parliament  in 
mind  of  the  destruction  of  [blank]  Forest,  and  to  desire  a 
restraint  for  the  preservation  thereof."  The  obscurity  of 
the  minute  is  cleared  up  by  a  letter  amongst  the  State 
Papers,  dated  Marcli  2Gtli,  acklressed  by  the  Council  of  State 
to  the  Governor  of  Chepstow  Castle,  intimating  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  complaints  of  the  Corporation  of  Bristol  as 
to  the  great  waste  of  timber  in  the  Forest  of  Dean,  direc- 
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tions  liad  been  given  to  the  members  for  tliat  city  and 
otlier  Bristolians  to  take  measures  for  its  preservation,  and 
requesting  the  Governor  to  lend  them  his  assistance.  It  is 
somewhat  surprising  that  the  Corporation  should  have 
directed  their  energies  so  far  afield  when  the  wholesale  de- 
struction of  Kingswood  Chase  was  going  on  almost  under 
their  eyes  ;  the  ravages  of  the  labouring  population  on  the 
deer  and  the  woods  being  winked  at,  and  not  improbably 
encouraged,  by  neighbouring  landov/ners,  whose  dubious 
claims  to  the  soil  were  much  furthered  by  the  de2iredations 
on  the  old  rights  of  the  Crown.  An  obscure  minute  of 
June,  1652,  shows  that  the  Council  had  tardily  discovered 
how  deeply  tlie  citizens  were  interested  in  the  valuable 
coalfield,  but  the  negotiation  for  a  lease  then  contemplated 
Avith  the  Government  appears  to  have  fallen  still-born. 

The  Chapel  of  "  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin  "  on  Bristol 
Briilge  was  purchased  by  the  Corporation  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Edward  VI.  soon  after  the  suppression  of  the 
Chantries,  and  Avas  subsequentl}^  assignerl  to  a  tradesman, 
subject  to  a  small  ground-r«^nt,  and  converted  into  dwelling- 
houses  and  shops.  The  buildings  extended  over  the  centre 
anil  both  sides  of  the  bridge,  there  being  a  gatcAvay  in  the 
middle  similar  to  the  still  existing  arch  under  the  tower  of 
St.  John's  church.  Having  sustained  much  damage  from 
the  great  iWa  of  February,  1647,  and  threatening  peril  to 
the  public,  the  state  of  the  fabric  was  represented  to  the 
owner  by  the  Corporation,  with  the  result  set  forth  in  the 
fuJlowing  minute  of  a  Council  meeting  held  on  February 
l,'>th,  1640: — "  AValter  Stephens  hath  now  promised  to  con- 
form to  the  order  of  the  j\rayi)r  and  justiees,  and  Avill  either 
pull  down  ov  forthwith  repair  f  lit*  areli  hanging  over  the 
Jiigliway  heading  over  the  Bridge,  which  is  very  dangerous 
to  all  people  travelling  that  Avay."  Mr.  Stephens,  Avho  Avas 
Sheriff  in  1645-6,  Avas  a  draper,  and  Avas  not  only  the 
owner  but  the  occupier  of  the  building.  The  ancient  portal, 
Avliich  must  have  been  a  great  impediment  to  traffic,  Avas 
remoA^ed  shortly  afterwards.  The  matter  is  character- 
istically recorded  in  Tovey's  "  Life  of  Colston,"  Avhere  it  is 
antedated  six  years,  and  Avhere  Stephens,  styled  an  "  obsti- 
nate visionary,"  is  pictured  as  inciting  a  "  mob  "  to  destroy 
a  sacred  buikling. 

A  letter  of  the  Council  of  State  to  the  Mayor,  dated  April 
13th,  1649,  a  copy  of  Avhich  is  preserved  amongst  the  State 
Papers,  introduces  the  reader  to  a  man  Avho  played  a' 
notable  part  in  local    affairs  for  many  years,  and   whose 
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viruleuce  towards  political  opponents  is  displayed  on  his 
first  appearance.  The  Conncil  state  that  the  captain  of  the 
President  frigate  had  reported  an  insult  to  him  and  the 
owners  of  the  ship,  and  therein  an  insufJerable  affront  to  tlie 
authority  of  Parliament,  olfered  by  John  Knight,  who  had 
called  them  "  Parliament  dogs  "  and  "Parliament  rogues," 
and  other  like  terms,  his  insolent  speeches  being  approved 
by  many  others.  The  Mayor's  conduct  in.  refusing  to  take 
into  his  custody  a  vessel  captured  by  the  President  is  also 
noted.  The  Commonwealth,  add  the  Council,  cannot  be 
preserved  in  peace  if  such  attempts  upon  its  authority  go 
unpirmished.  The  Maj^or  is  therefore  to  call  Knight  before 
him,  and  to  see  that  lie  is  punished  as  his  offence  deserves. 
His  worship  is  also  to  take  charge  of  prizes,  and  to  preserve 
authority  by  punishing  disaffection.  The  Mayor  tJius  ad- 
monished was  William  Cann,  who  had  earned  a  dubious 
fame  a  few  weeks  earlier  l)y  formall}^  proclaiming  at  the 
High  Cross  the  abolition  of  the  monarchy. 

General  Skippon's  military  duties  with  the  army  fre- 
quently required  his  absence  from  the  cit}^,  and  though  no 
record  exists  of  his  removal  from  the  office  of  Governor,  he 
appears  to  have  relinquislied  it.  In  March,  1(547,  Colonel 
Charles  Dowly  was  appointed  b}'  Parliament  Governor  of 
the  Great  Fort  and  Castle,  but  his  name  does  not  occur  after 
June  of  the  same  3^ear.  In  Jul}^,  1G4'J,  the  Council  of  State 
apprised  Colonel  John  Haggett  by  letter  that,  for  the  better 
security  of  Bristol,  the  government  of  the  place  was  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  and  tliat,  as  security  against  danger,  a 
regiment  was  to  be  enlisted  there  under  his  command,  Avhilr 
ijr)(H)  would  be  remitted  for  repair  of  the  defences.  But  in 
the  State  Papers  for  January,  KioO,  only  six  months  later, 
is  a  communication  of  Colonel  Adrian  Scrope,  "Governor  of 
Bristol,"  and  in  the  following  June  £1,UIK.)  were  forwarded 
to  that  officer  to  repair  the  fortifications.  Scrope,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  tribunal  which  passed  sentence  of  death  on 
Charles  I.,  and  who  was  executed  as  a  regicide  after  the 
Restoration,  was  presented  with  the  freedom  in  l(i52.  His 
son  was  subsequentl}'-  an  eminent  local  merchant,  and  his 
grandson,  John  Scrope,  for  some  time  Pecovder  and  ]\l.P.  for 
Bristol,  was  long  one  of  Walpole's  trustiest  lieutenants, 
holding  the  office  of  Secretar}^  of  the  Treasury  for  upwards 
of  a  quarter  of  a  centur3\ 

Oliver  Cromwell,  then  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  arrived 
on  July  14th,  to  embark  for  Dublin  on  his  memoral3le  cam- 
paign.    The  future  Protector  travelled  in  gjeat  state,  his 
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carriage,  clra\yii  by  six  liorses,  being  followed  by  the  chief 
members  of  his  retinue  in  several  coaches,  and  guarded  by  a 
tine  body  of  life  guards.  The  journey  from  London  occu- 
pied four  days.  On  his  arrival,  says  one  of  the  news-sheets 
of  the  following  week,  "  he  was  royally  entertained  by  the 
soldiers  and  olficers  in  arms,  and  others  who  held  oiitices  by 
order  of  Parliament,  The  citizens  also  expressed  much  joy, 
and  entertained  him  with  great  res]:)ect."  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Council  on  the  lUth,  it  was  '•  thought  meet  that  con- 
venient lodging  should  be  provided  "  fov  the  visitor,  and  the 
house  of  Alderman  Jackson  was  selected  "  for  his  entertain- 
ment at  the  city's  charge."  The  two  followdng  items, 
although  not  paid  until  1052,  doubtless  refer  to  the 
matter: — "Paid  Mr.  Mayor  (Jackson)  for  entertaining  the 
Lord  General,  £10.  Paid  for  a  butt  of  sack  given  to  the 
Lord  General,  £'20. "  At  another  meeting,  held  before  the 
great  solclier's  departure,  the  Council,  on  his  recommenda- 
tion, admitted  a  chirurgeon,  named  Allen,  to  the  freedom 
without  a  fine,  but  the  favoured  intruder  had  to  promise 
to  keep  no  open  shoj)  until  lie  had  compounded  with  tlie 
]3arber  Surgeons'  Company. 

At  the  meeting  on  July  2Brd  just  referred  to,  Alderman  ; 

Aid  worth,  M.P.,  had  a  gratifying  announcement  to  make  to 
the  Council.      From    the  minutes  it  appears  that  in  Aid-  ; 

worth's  mayoralty,  lG-12-;3,  when  Governor  Fiennes  and  his 
friends  Avere  at  their  wits'  end  for  means  to  hurry  forward 
the  fortifications  and  prepare  for  the  approaching  siege, 
the  Corporation  advanced  upwards  of  i:i3,0t)0  out  of  the 
"orphans'  money"  confided  to  them,  on  a  pledge  of  repa}^- 
nient  by  Parliament.     Tliis  loan,  by  Aldworth's  exertions,  ' 

had  been  at  length  recovered,  and  he  was  cordially  thanked  ' 

for  his  services.  Little  sus])ecting  that  the  sum  thus 
recovered    from   the    frying-pan  was    about  to   be   thrown  ( 

into  the  fire,  the  Council  desired  tJie  Alderman  "to  procure  v 

some  convenient  purchase  of  Dean  and  Chapter  lands  "  for  j: 

investment  of  the  money.     Negotiations  were  accordingly  i 

entered  into  with  the  commissioners  appointed  to  dispose  of 
capitular  estates,  and  the  manors  of  Blacksworth,  West 
Hatch,  and  Torleton  (formerl3^  belonging  to  the  Bristol 
Chapter),  and  the  prebend  of  Henstridge  in  Wells  Cathe- 
dral, were  purchased  by  the  Cor])oration  in  Marcli,  KioO, 
for  £3,888.  The  estates  were  recovered  after  the  Restoration 
by  the  revived  Deans  and  Chapters ;  but  the  Corporation 
lost  only  al)Outone  half  of  the  amount  invested,  the  sum  of 
£1.275  having  been  saved  by  a  fortunate  sale  of  Torleton, 
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wliile   tlie   Henstri<lge  estate  was  disiDOsed  of  for  £G()n  to 
AVilliam  Carent,  Esij.,  of  Somerset. 

An  interesting  reference  to  buildings  stiil  in  existence — 
tlie  porch  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  the  adjoining 
lionse— occurs  at  this  time  in  the  corporate  Bargain  Boolcs. 
■On  July  -ith  a  lease  for  lives  was  granted  to  Arthur  Farmer, 
brewer  (Mayor,  1()57-S),  at  a  rent  of  42.s'.,  of  a  corner  tene- 
ment, and  also  of  •'  two  upper  rooms  lying  over  the  jiorch 
leading  into  the  Free  School,  situate  in  ilorse  Street."  It 
seems  probable  tliat  tlie  tenement  ami  rooms  had  then  beeji 
recently  erected.  A  relic  of  the  city  defences  disappeared 
about  the  same  date,  the  Chamberlain  disbursing  Sd.s-.  "  fur 
making  up  tlie  way  at  Temple  Gate,  where  the  false  draw- 
bridge did  stand." 

An  aspiration  for  greater  comfort  and  dignity  is  betraj^ed 
l)y  another  item  of  expenditure.  Up  to  tliis  time  the  only 
■seats  in  the  _  Council  CJiamber  consisted  of  long  wootleu 
benches,  but  in  September  an  ''  upliolster"  was  paid  4J5  ~>s. 
for  "twelve  Eussian  [leather]  chairs,"  doubtless  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  aldermen.  (Chairs  were  then  an  almost 
unknown  luxury  in  private  families.  In  the  will  of  a 
wealthy  draper  named  Kerswell,  dated  in  July,  IG-l".^,  men- 
tion is  made  with  evident  pride  of  two  unusual  articles  of 
property,  a  library  of  books  and  "  two  cluiirs.")  The  cor- 
porate furniture  appears  to  have  been  of  a  substantial 
■character,  for  there  is  no  record  of  its  renewal  until  17(;(t, 
when  a  ncAv  set  of  chairs  cost  i^lO. 

Owing  to  the  House  of  Commons  sitting  in  permanence, 
the  charge  on  tlu;  Corporation  for  the  "wages"  of  the  city 
mendx-rs  became  very  onei-ous.  In  Janiiary,  lOoO,  the 
Council,  at  thc^  ivcpi.'st  of  jMr.  Ihnlges.  ]\[.P.,  whose  salary 
was  "divers  years  "  in  arreai-,  onleretl  that  .ilDOO  be  paid  to 
liim  on  account.  A  suggestion  seems  to  have  been  made 
that  the  future  salary  should  be  reduced,  but  the  Council 
adjourned  it  for  further  consideration,  and  the  proposal  was 
not  revived. 

_  The  distressed  condition  of  the  parochial  clergy  of  the 
■city  at  this  period  was  noticed  and  explained  at  page  !2i)S. 
In  February,  1G50,  a  Bill  promoted  by  some  of  the  unfortu- 
nate gentlemen,  apparently  with  the  tacit  approval  of  the 
'Corporation,  and  styletl  a  Bill  for  the  more  frecjuent  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  and  the  better  maintenance  of  the 
ministers  in  Bristol,  was  brought  into  the  Hotise  of 
Commons,  and  became  law  in  the  following  month.  Its 
provisions  were  of  an  extraurdinary  character,  a  yearly  rate 
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being  imposed  of  Ls.  Gd.  in  tlie  pound  upon  real  propert}^, 
and  of  OS.  per  cent,  upon  mercliandise  and  stock  in  every 
brancli  of  trade,  whilst  several  parishes  were  to  be  united 
with  others  so  as  to  increase  the  incomes  of  certain  favoured 
ministers.     A  number  of  leading  Presbyterians  were  nomi- 
nated in  the  Act  as  commissioners  to  carry  out  its  provi- 
sions.    But   the   measure   aroused  a   storm  for  which  the 
promoters  were  unprepared.     A  protest,  signed  by  upwards 
of   4:U)   free   burgesses,   chiefly    adherents   of   the    silenced 
Church  of   England,  but  joined  by  some  zealous  Indepen- 
dents and  Baptists,  declared  that  tlie  provisions  of  the  Act 
were  in  contravention  of  the  city's  great  charter,  granted 
by  Edward  III.,  and  a  gross  violation  of  the  privileges  and 
franchises  of  the- burgesses,  who  could  not  submit  to  such  a 
burden  without  breaking  their  oaths.     Confronted  by  this 
opposition,  the  authorities  refrained  from  exercising  their 
powers,  either  as  regarded  the  levying  of  rates  or  the  con- 
solidation  of    parishes.     It  will    be    seen    hereafter    that 
another  statute  of  a  similar  character  was  obtained  in  1(357. 
Tlie   Plague    again  visited    the   city  in  the  summer  of 
1650,     The  Council,  in  June,  ordered  a  rate  to  be  levied  on 
householders  to  defray  the  charges  already  incurred,  and  a 
clay  was  appointed  for  a  "private  Fast."     No  further  refer- 
ence tu  the  subject  occurs  until  1(J51,  when  tlie  alarm  was 
so  serious  that  the  Corporation  hired  the  "Little  Park" 
(in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brandon  Hill),  where  a  jiumber  of 
huts  were  built  for  the  reception  of  the  infected.     Precau- 
tions were  still    being   taken    in    IMarch,    1(;52,   when  the 
guards   stationed    at    the    gates    to    keep    out    sus])icious 
strangers   were  ordered    to   remain    du  duty;  and    in    the 
following     November     stringent     pro\-isions    were    issued 
against  the  introduction  of  goods  from   infected    localities 
until  thej'^  had  been  aired  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  justices. 
Under   an    outward    show   of    submission    to    the    new 
Government  there  was  much  inward  dissatisfaction,  evinced 
to  some  extent  by  an  unwillingness  to  accept  or  retain 
public  oflices.     In  September,  1()5(),  three  members  of  tlie 
Council  prayed  for  dismissal  from  the  Chamber  on  various 
pretexts.     Ixobert  Blackborow,  whose  turn  had  come    for 
the   shrievalty,  pleaded  infirmity,  and  was  allowed  to  depart 
on  paying  £1(K),  of  which  £20  were  returned  in  considera- 
tion of  prompt  payment.     William  Pynney  urged  losses  in 
trade,  and  was  let  ofl' on  a  fine  of  £100,  afterwards  reduced 
to  £50.     Thomas  Woodward,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Pro- 
test mentioned  above,  escaped  on  jDayment  of  £50.     Wood- 
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ward's  seat  remained  vacant  for  two  years,  and  tlie  Council 
thouglit  it  advisable  to  revive  the  ordinance  of  1G35, 
threatening  to  fine,  at  their  discretion,  any  one  refusing  to 
accept  office,  but  exempting  those  able  to  swear  that  they 
were  not  worth  2,01)0  marks.  For  reasons  now  unknown, 
the  Council  of  State  susj)ected  the  fidelity  of  the  dignitaries 
elected  about  this  time  in  Bristol  and  other  towns,  and 
requested  the  House  of  Commons  to  take  steps  to  prevent 
danger  to  the  Commonwealth  arising  from  the  appointment 
of  "very  disaffected  "  persons  as  magistrates. 

The  local  elections  mentioned  above  brought  trouble  to 
Constant  Jessop,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  who  seems  to  have 
been  intruded  into  St.  Nicholas's  church  on  the  expidsion 
of  the  vicar,  the  R;ev.  Richard  Towgood.  At  a  service  on 
the  election  of  the  Mayor  (Hugh  Browne),  Mr.  Jessop 
preached  a  sermon  that  gave  anything  but  satisfaction  to 
some  of  his  hearers.  The  fact  was,  that  rigid  Presbyterians 
of  the  minister's  stamp,  who  were  as  intolerant  of  dissent 
from  their  doctrines  as  Laud  had  been  towards  all  sectaries, 
were  irritated  by  the  laxity  of  the^Government  in  maintain- 
ing the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  and  their  pulpit 
<liscourses  became,  so  troublesome  that  Parliament  was 
applied  to  for  an  Act  to  repress  seditious  preaching.  Com- 
plaint as  to  Jessop's  sermon  was  sent  u])  by  "  the  well- 
alfected  "-'-meaning  the  adherents  of  other  sects — to  the 
Council  of  State,  and  the  minister  was  summoned  to  London 
to  ex[)lain  his  language.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the 
reverend  gentleman,  whilst  arlmittiug  some  of  the  allega- 
tions against  him,  refused  to  retract  anything,  whereupon 
the  Government  insisted  on  his  promising  obedience  to 
i-*arliament,  and  making  an  apology  in  the  ]:)ul]iit  for  the 
sraudal  he  had  jirovtik'cd.  i\lr.  .Jessop  ivfnsing,  of  course,  to 
comply,  he  was  f(,)rbidden  to  exercise  his  ministry  in  Bristol, 
or  to  come  within  ten  miles  of  the  city.  In  February,  1052, 
on  his  petition,  the  Council  of  State  allowed  him  to  pay  a 
two  months'  visit  to  his  former  quarters,  and  he  clearly 
took  advantage  of  the  concession  to  denounce  the  liberty 
granted  to  "schismatics."  On  l\[ay  20tli  the  Government, 
in  a  letter  to  tlie  Governor  of  Bristol,  observed  that  it  was 
not  intended,  in  permitting  Jessop's  sojourn,  that  he  should 
stir  up  former  factions  ;  and  on  a  warning  being  given  him, 
he  dejjarted.  In  September,  however,  he  obtained  a  license 
to  return  for  a  fortnight,  to  remove  some  goods  ;  and  in 
1654  the  Government's  interdiction  was  withdrawn,  and  ho 
became  free  to  preacli  if    he  pleased.     In    the   samo   year, 
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'•upon  tlie  petition  of  tlie  iiiliabitauts,"  tl,e  (corporation 
{i])])ointed  liim  to  the  living  of  8t.  Philip's,  l)ut  he  held  it 
only  fur  a  few  months. 

lll-eonceived  regulations  devised  for  keeping  down  the- 
])rice  of  bread  crop  up  in  the  corporate  records  from  time  to 
time.  A  notion  then  universally  prevailed  that  purchasers 
of  large  stocks  of  corn  and  flour,  who  songht  .to  make  a 
profit  in  times  of  scarcity  by  retailing  at  enhanced  prices, 
were  simply  covert  robbers,  whose  transactions  demanded 
rigorous  restraint.  By  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Common 
(,'Ouncil  in  January,  1G51,  no  one  was  alluwed  to  buy  or  sell 
jneal  or  grain  except  in  the  market  Avithin  fixed  hours,  and 
no  grain  landed  At  the  quays  Avas  to  l)e  sold  until  tlu'Cf  chiys 
after  a  proclamation  of  its  arrival  had  been  made  b}^  the 
belhnan.  Any  person  buying  grain  in  the  market  and  ]-e- 
selling  it  on  the  same  day  at  a  higher  price  was  subject  to 
lieavy  fine  or  imprisonment  by  the  general  law  of  the  land. 
As  the  above  civic  ordinance  Avas  re-enacted,  Avith  slight 
modilications,  in  Sejitembcr,  Kir)!),  it  may  be  infeired  that 
the  regulations  had  been  frcMiueiitly  disregarded. 

The  laws  pr()hil)iting  the  entrance  of  carts  into  tlie  cit}^, 
.referrt'd  to  in  previous  pages.  Avei-e  reA'i\'ed  in  January,  Idol, 
and  made  more  stringent.  It  was  decreed  that  no  brcAver, 
farmer,  br  other  person  should  haul  beer,  fruit,  hay,  or  other 
comnKxlity  excepting  upon  '"drays  ov  sleeds" — two  species 
of  sledges.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  tine  of  ten  shillings. 
for  each  offence,  it  Avas  ordered  that  the  Avheels  of  the  in- 
truding carts  sliould  be  taken  oft*  and  contiscated. 

Bv  a  (TOA'ernment  pi'oclamation  issm-fl  in  January,  all 
st;itui'S.  lit'raMiv  iMnblii/.onnifnts  and  oth-'r  insignia  in 
jii.nonr  ol'.  thf  hit.'  King  decorating  |.id>lie  buildings, 
ships,  etc.,  Avere  ordered  to  lie  i-(nno\ed  and  b'''oken  to  pieces. 
The  statue  of  Charles  Avas  accordingly  taken  out  of  its  niche 
in  the  High  Cross  ;  but  tlie  authorities,  Avith  commendal)le 
foresight,  deemed  it  sufficient  to  conceal  the  monument  in 
the  civic  cellars.  The  jiictnre  of  His  ]\fajesty  and  tlie  royal 
arms  displayed  in  the  Council  House  Avere  doulitless  dealt 
Avith  in  a.  similar  manner. 

Up  to  tliis  time  the  two  eity  coroners  Avere  so  |)oorly  es- 
teemed by  the  Corporation  that  they  receivetl  no  higher 
stipend  than  40s.  ]ier  annum,  and  Avere  apparently  the 
Avorst  paid  of  local  officials.  In  February  the  Council,  in  a. 
fit  of  generosit}',  raised  their  salaries  to  £3  (!.s-.  8(/.  each,  oi- 
about  fifteen-pence  a  Aveek,  "to  encourage  them  to  jn-oceed 
with  cdieerfnlness   in   executing    their    office.'     A    curious 
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case  connected  witli  an  inquest  was  discussed  at  the  same 
meeting.  A  small  vessel  had  lurched  over  in  the  harbour, 
causing  the  death  of  a  labourer,  and  according  to  the  ancient 
law  dealing  with  such  fatalities,  the  ship  and  its  cargo 
were  thereby  forfeited  as  "  deodand  "  ;  the  medieval  inten- 
tion being  that  the  value  of  the  forfeiture  should  be  devoted 
to  the  jDayment  of  masses  for  the  soul  of  the  jierson  killed. 
The  Council,  recognising  the  hardship  of  the  penalty,  sur- 
rendered the  ship  to  its  owner  on  payment  of  AllOj  half  of 
j  which  sum  was  given  to  the  deceased  man's  sister. 

i  The  Council,  at  tlie  same  meeting,  resolved  tliat  the  free- 

I  dom  of    the  city    should    be   presented    to   Major-Generals- 

Skij^pon  and  Harrison,  and  that  the  fact  should  be  intimated 
to  them  in  a  "  letter 'of  thanks."  The  parchment  sent  to 
General  Skippon,  still  preserved,  states  that  the  honour 
was  conferred  upon  him  "  for  the  love,  respect  and  affection 
we  have  found  that  he  beareth  towards  the  city,  and  tlic^ 
welfare  of  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

By  a  de.eL\  of  conveyance,  dated  February  11th,  IG")!,  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  for  disposing  of  the 
ancient  fee-farm  rents  paj'able  to  the  Crown,  in  considera- 
tion of  £l,2Gn,  granted  to  Alderman  Ilichard  Vickris  the 
fee-farm  rent  of  il.\\:'2  In.s-.  per  annum  for  the  town, 
markets,  etc.,  of  Bristol,  reserved  by  Ed\\'ard  lil.  in  his  well- 
known  chai'ter  ;  also  a  rent  of  i'y'ds.  4(1.  reserved  by  Henry 
Vri.  in  his  patent  for  a  water-bailiff;  alsoai'entof  one  half- 
j  penny  iu  lieu  of  a  red  rose,  payabhi  on  St.  Pet(;r''s  Ihiy,  for 

land  near  Tenby  ;    also   a   rent  of  sixpence    for   a  shed   in 
Bristol;  also  o.s*.  yearly  issuing  out  of  the  former  house  of 
Jaspin,  a  Jew,  in  Wine  Street  ;  also  Gn.  Sr/.   yearly'  arising 
\  i^ui  of  a  house  iu  Fishmonger  Street;  also  4s.  yearly  issu- 

j  iiig  oii(    iif    lu)iises    of    |)avi(l    'i'ott,    hanged    at    Yorkshire 

i  assi/.es  ;  also  1  •.■>■.  yearly  out  of  a  house  on  the  Bridge,  once 

I  belonging  to  Boniface,  a  Jew  ;  and  two  or  three  other  tri- 

'  -  fling  rents  issuing  from  places  not  described.     (Some  of  these 

minor  fee-farms  must  have  been  in  existence  for  about  four 
hundred  years.)     The  connection  of  the  Corporation  with 
;  this  purchase  is  somewhat  obscure,  owing  to  the  disappear- 

■  ance  of  the  audit  book  for  the  j'ear.     At  a  Council  meeting 

in  IMay,  the  conveyance  was  read,  and  Avas  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Town  Clerk,  then  in  London,  from  wliich  it  is 
evident  that  the  Corporation  were  interested  in  the  transac- 
tion. But  Vickris  remained  the  lep;al  owner  throuo-hout 
the  Commonwealth  period,  and  received  the  city  fee-farm 
f  from  the  Chamberlain  half-yearl}'.     At  the  Restoration  all 
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the  fee-farms  disposecl-  of  by  tlie  commissioners  were  seized 
as  Crown  property,  and  the  wliole  of  tlie  purchase  moneys 
was  lost. 

Simultaneous!}'-  with  the  above  purchase  by  Vickris,  the 
commissioners  conveyed  to  one  Oliver  Wallis  the  fee-farm 
rent  of  £40  per  annum  reserved  by  Charles  I.,  when  he 
granted  the  Castle  and  its  precincts  to  the  Corporation. 
The  sum  paid  for  this  assignment  does  not  a2:)pear. 

The  Corporation  made  a  further  jnirchase  of  fee-farms  on 
its  own  account,  securing  a  Crown  rent  of  £20,  issuing  out 
of  the  estates^  formerly  belongiug  to  Gaunts'  Hospital  ; 
another,  of  £41,  issuing  out  of  the  manor  of  Congresbury, 
and  a  third,  of  £0  3s.  Gd.j  payable  out  of  lands  at  "Winter- 
bourne.  The  two  latter  estates  belonged  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's Hospital ;  and  the  Council  resolved  that,  as  the  yearly 
expenditure  would  be  reduced,  four  additional  hoys  should 
be  admitted  into  the  school,  raising  the  total  number  to 
twenty-four.  The  sum  paid  for  the  above  fee-farms  was 
only  £577,  so  tliat  the  investment  produced  a  ^^early  return 
of  nearly  12  per  cent.  The  purchasers,  however,  in  1(»(!J, 
were  fated  to  learn  the  truth  nf  the  maxim  that  hiu'li  in- 
terest  means  bad  security. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Lord  High  Steward,  had  died  in 
January,  1G50,  but  the  Council  took  no  steps  to  fill  the 
vacancy  foi"  upwards  of  a  3^ear,  although  Cromwell's  sojourn 
in  the  city  had  in  the  meantime  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
foll(jwing  the  usual  practice  of  appointing  a  person  of  in- 
fluence in  the  (TOvernment.  At  a  meeting  on  March  4  th 
Sir  Henry  Vane  was  elected  on  the  accustomed  conditions. 
4"'lu'-  nuiiutes  indicate  that  Cromwell  was  nominated,  Init 
that  his  candidature  was  withdrawn  I)ef()re  the  question 
was  put,  a  large  majority  of  those  presei^t  being  Presby- 
terians. The  new  H igh  SteAvard  visited  Bristol  in  November, 
1054,  when  the  long  friendship  betwixt  himself  and  the 
Protector  had  changed  to  vi«jlent  enmity.  He  was  lodged 
at  the  Bell  Inn,  and  was  com])limented  by  the  Corporation 
with  a  banquet.  Mr.  Barrett  has  perpetrated  a  gross 
■blunder  in  ])lacing  the  name  of  Cromwell  in  his  list  of 
Lonl  High  Stewards,  apparently  through  reliance  upon 
some  worthless  calendar.  Further  proof  of  A^ane's  occu- 
])ation  of  the  ofHce  Avill  be  found  under  1058, 

An  ordinance  of  a  somewhat  puzzling  character  was 
passed  by  the  Common  Council  in  June,  1(J51.  After 
setting  ffjrth  that  the  number  of  "hot  water  houses"  had 
greatly    increased  of  late  years,  and  that  they  were  used 


lOl  ]N  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTUKY, 


/ 


233 

and  frequented  as  common  tippling  houses,  insomuch  as 
divers  persons  spent  their  time  and  money  in  drunkenness 
to  the  scandal  of  the  city,  the  new  law  ordained  that  vendors 
of  hot  water  should  not  suffer  any  person  to  continue  drink- 
ing hot  water  in  their  houses,  or  set  up  any  seats  in  their 
shops  for  that  purpose,  under  a  penalty  of  G.'<.  8d.;  and 
persons  found  drinking  were  to  forfeit  'ds.  4d.  "  Hot 
water"  really  meant  ardent  spirits,  and  it  would  appear 
from  this  ordinance  that  the  sale  of  such  liquors  was  not 
customary  in  inns  and  taverns,  but  confintd  to  a  sjiecial 
class  of  retailers. 

The  Corporation,  in  August,  established  a  "passage,"  or 
ferry,  for  men  and  horses,  from  Temple  Back  to  the  St. 
Philip's  shore  of  the  Avon,  to  the  great  accommodation  of 
the  increasing  population  of  those  districts.  The  project 
was  really  due  to  an  unnamed  individual,  Avho  had  set  up 
a  ferry  boat  there  without  asking  the  leave  of  the  authori- 
ties, and  was  ignominiously  driven  off  for  his  pains.  The 
place,  st^ded  Bathavon,  was  let  on  the  first  occasion  for 
hve  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of  -lU.s-.  A  centmy  latc^r  the 
rental  was  about  £100. 

The  advance  of  Charles  II.  at  the  head  of  a  Scotch  army 
to  AVorcester,  and  his  expected  march  on  Bristol,  aroused 
intense  excitement  in  the  closing  week  of  August,  awaken- 
ing the  hopes  of  the  Royalists  and  the  terror  of  their 
opponents.  The  Council  of  State,  writing  (m  the  t2dth 
to  tlu!  Commissioners  of  Militia  for  Bristol,  Somerset,  and 
Wilts,  gave  them  urgent  directions  to  draw  out  all  the 
available  forces  of  horse  and  foot  for  the  d(-ft^nce  of  the 
city,  "  being  of  extraordinary  importance  "  ;  and  to  secure 
iiiaHgiiants  and  suspected  persons,  together  with  their 
liorsi's,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Wy  another  despatch  the 
Commissioners  wen',  ordered  to  talce  immediate,  steps  to 
improve  the  fortifications,  and  an  existing  document  shows 
that  £320  were  expended  foi-  this  purj)Ose  witliin  a  few 
days,  (iovornor  Scrope  was  further  ijistructed  to  get  the 
slii}ts  in  ]iort  sent  down  to  ]vingroad,  so  as  to  be  out  of 
danger  of  sur])risal  if  the  enemy  approached.  Whatever 
discontent  might  have  been  provoked  by  tlie  proceedings 
<jf  tlie  jmrty  in  power — and  it  was  probably  deep  and  wide- 
spread— Bristolians  generally  had  no  relish  for  a  possible 
domination  of  semi-barbarous  Scotchmen,  and  showed  vigour 
and  alacrity  in  arming  to  prevent  it.  Cn  August  2Dth, 
whilst  the  issue  was  still  in  doubt,  the  Council  of  State, 
addressing    the    Mayor,    Governor,    Common  Council,    and 


s 


2.'U  THE    ANNALS    OF    BHTSTOL  [1051 

JMilitia.  authoritit-'S,  expressed  tlieir  thanks  for  the  readiness 
and  zeal  displa^^ed  by  tlie  inhabitants  for  the  preservation 
of  the  town.  A  hindatory  resohition  to  the  same  effect 
was  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  another  hj  the 
Common  Conncih  Cromwell's  overwhelming  victory  on 
September  3rd  put  an  end  to  tlie  crisis. 

The  esca2)e  of  the  young  King  after  his  defeat  has  been 
tlie  tlieme  of  many  disquisitions,  but  its  local  incidents  ma}' 
be  disposed  of  briefl3^  Disguised  as  a  servant  attending 
upon  a  lady  named  Lane,  tlie  fugitive  rode  with  lier  through 
Cxloucestershire  upon  what  was  called  a  double  horse,  ap- 
proached Bristol  by  Avay  of  Sodbur}',  AVinterbourne,  and 
Stapleton,  and  must  have  entered  the  city  by  LaAvford's 
(xate.  Lord  Clarendon  relates  an  idle  story  about  the  Xing 
being  unable  to  forbear  carr^'ing  his  assumed  mistress  far 
out  of  the  way,  in  oi'der  to  ride  around  the  place  where 
the  (Ireat  Fort  had  stood.  The  historian  was  perhaps 
thinking  of  Um  Castle,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  both  the 
Fort  and  the  Castle  were  standing  unaltered  when  the  visit 
took  place,  and  both,  as  the  last  paragrapli  testihes,  were 
garrisoned  by  troijps  of  men  whose  suspicion  of  wandering 
straiigei's  it  would  liave  been  madness  to  arouse.  A  more 
reasonaljlo  supposition  is  that  the  King — if  he  did  not  cross 
J^ristol  Bridge,  Avhich  would  liave  been  hazanhjus — made 
his  way  to  Jiownham  with  all  the  haste  CQusistent  with 
safety,  crossed  the  Avon  l)y  the  ferry,  which  then  accom- 
modated horses,  and  arrived  a  few  minutes  later  at  Leigh 
(Jourt,  the  seat  of  a  eountry  squire  named  Norton,  whose 
wife  was  a  relative  of  iMiss  Lane.  Notwithstauding  a. 
pi»m]i()us  epitaph  in  Alibots'  Leigh  i-hurch  eulogising  i\Ir. 
Noriuu's  t'ag(>r  loyalt}^  in  harbeuring  and  entertaining  the 
K'ing  at  the  risk  of  hi;s  own  life,  and  iu  despite  of  the 
attenijit  of  some,  locial  scribblers  to  do  honour  to  tlie  lonl 
of  Ash  ton  Court  b}''  bringing  him  also  into  the  secret,  it  is 
certain  that  j\[iss  Lane  kept  her  relatives  in  jirofound 
ignorance  of  the  rank  of  In-r  pretended  groom,  and  hd't 
]jeigh  Avith  him  on  her  further  perilous  journey  towards 
the  south  coast,  whence  he  hiund  an  0])portunity  to 
escape. 

Amongst  the  many  novelties  invented  by  the  Republicans 
during  their  brief  tenure  of  power  was  the  introduction  into 
election  proceedings  of  voting  by  ballot.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Council  in  NoA'ember  it  was  "agreed  that  the  election 
of  oliicers  and  all  ordinances  hereafter  to  be  made  by  the 
Common  Council  ^hall    be    by  billets,   balls,   or   tickets   in 
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writiijg,  denominatiug  tlie   part}^,  or  b}'  asseiitino,-  or  gain- 
.sa3'ing  any  order  or  ]iot  by  I  or  noe." 

JMr.  Edmund  Prideaux,  who  liad  become  Attorney-General 
after  his  election  as  Recorder,  resigned  his  connection  with 
the  city  in  Novemlier,  when  the  ceh'brated  Bnlstrode 
AVhitelock,  Serjeant  at  Law,  and  afterwards  Keeper  of  the 
(jrreat  Seal,  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  office. 

A  corporate  ordinance,  undated,  but  inserted  in  the'records 
l)etween  an  order  of  August,  Kj,")!,  and  another  of  June, 
U')'y2,  attbrcls  definite  information  as  to  the  issue  of  the  well- 
known  Bristol  farthings  of  the  Commonwealth  period.  After 
reciting  the  permission  granted  by  (^ueen  Elizabeth  to  the 
I\[ayor  and  Aldermen  to  coin  square  farthings,  the  ordinance 
stat(.\s  that  tliroughvthe  omission  for  some  years  to  exercise 
this  privilege,  some  shopkeei^ers  had  taken  upon  them  to 
make  and  vend  small  farthing  tokens  for  exchange  in  their 
trades,  which,  not  being  allowed  to  pass  generally,  were 
found  to  be  a  great  prejudice  to  the  poor.  Tn  consideration 
whereof,  the  IMayor  a^id  Aldermen  had  set  on  foot  the 
making  of  new  brass  farthings,  round,  and  circumscribed 
"A  Bristol!  Farthing"  on  one  side  and  ''The  amies  of 
Brisb^U  "'  on  the  other,  which  were  allowed  to  pass  within 
the  city,  all  others  being  su])]n-essed  as  unlawful.  And  to 
the  end  that,  none  should  sutber  loss  l)y  the  new  issues,  tlu' 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  had  proclaimed  thiir  general  use  in 
the  city,  and  undertook  to  accept  them  a't  tlie  rate  of  four 
for  a  penny  for  au}^  quant it3^  Contemj)orary  memoranda 
in  other  books  state  that  Alderman  Aldwoith,  M.V.,  initiated 
the  movement,  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  (Jouncil  of  State, 
and  iiviienred  the  round  stamp  from  which  the  coins  were 
siruflv  ;it  the  .Mini  in  LomKui.  And  it  ^\•onId  seom  that  In' 
was  allowed  to  receix'c  the  jirolits  (h'ri\-ed  fi'om;the  issue. 
Jn  hi.j'J  there  is  an  item  in  the  eivic  accounts; — "Paid 
Alderman  Aldworth  S,(m  for  farthiuo-s  "  ;  but  the  charge  is 
not  carried  into  the  cohinin  of  ]iayments,  for  which  there  is 
a  marginal  explanation  :—••  This  repaid  again."  It  will  l>e 
seen  that  the  sum  in  question  represents  a  coinage  of  u})- 
wards  of  (*)2,UnO  farthings.  Six  varieties  of  these  coins  are 
known  to  modern  numismatists.  They  are  all  dated  Kioti. 
but  \'ary  in  slight  details. 

ft  will  be  rcnnembei'ed  that  in  r)ctober,  Kidi,  a  forced  loan 
of  £!,()(  >l>  was  extorted  from  tlie  Corporation,  or  rather  from 
its  chief  Puritan  members,  for  the  as.sistance  of  the  Eoyalist 
])arty  in  Somerset.  The  Council,  about  the  close  of  Idol, 
threatened  legal  proceedings  for  the  recover}'  of  tlie  mone}" 
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from  the  gentry  of  Somerset  who  ]iad  given  bonds  for  its 
repayment,  many  of  whom  ]iacl  saved  their  estates  from  con- 
fiscation only  by  the  payment  of  lieavy  fines  for  their 
'■  malignity."  The  borrowers  necessarily  submitted,  the 
chief  contributors  towards  paying  off  the  debt  being  Sir 
Thomas  Bridges,  Sir  Edward  Rodney,  and  Mr.  Speke.  The 
Corporation  had,  at  an  earlier  period,  lent  £5U0  to  the 
Puritan  gentry  of  AVilts  and  Somerset,  payment  of  which 
was  demanded  in  1053-1.  Colonel  Alexander  Popham  for- 
warded £300,  "  being  his  proportion,"  and  subsequently  sent 
A!  100  more,  which  had  probably  been  collected  from  other 
squires,  as  his  steward  received  a  gratuity  of  £10  "  for  his 
pains."  ' 

Early  in  1052,  one  Major  Samuel  Clark,  who  had 
abandoned  a  military  life  for  commercial  pursuits,  but  had 
neglected  an  indispensable  preJiminary  to  local  trading,  got 
into  trouble  with  the  Corporation.  Being  a  mere  "  foreigner," 
he  had,  it  ap]jears,  presumed  to  bargain  for,  and  purchase,  a 
(juantity  of  fruit  imported  by  another  "foreigner,"  and  on 
the  discovery  of  this  enormity,  the  goods  were  forthwith 
confiscated  as  "  foreign  bought  and  foreign  sold."  The 
culprit  having  a])plied  for  some  relief,  the  Council  resolved 
in  ^larch  that  if  lie  would  pay  £30,  and  satisfy  the  Sheriffs 
for  tliijir  dues,  he  should  be  admitted  a  fi"ee  burgess  and  have 
his  goods  restored.  Soon  after  it  was  found  that  the  fruit 
had  been  seriously  damaged  during  its  long  detention,  and 
the  fine  was  reduced  to  £20,  which  Clark  paid.  About  this 
time  two  other  "'foreigners,"  before  being  allowed  to  carry 
on  trade,  were  required  to  i)ay  fines  of  £50  each,  and  in 
1051-5  a  third  stranger  was  mulcted  £00  13s,  -h/.,  cu^uivaleut 
to  over  £250  in  nKHJern  t'urrrncy. 

The  renewed  misdoings  of  Mr.  IMorgan,  ('f  Pill,  or  rather 
of  the  son  of  the  oljstiiiate  gentleman  referred  to  in  previous 
pages,  Avere  reported  to  the  Common  Council  in  June,  1052. 
It  was  stated  that  in  despite  of  the  former  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Excliequer,  and  of  the  demolition  of  the  alehouses 
erected  on  the  river  bank,  the  landowner  or  some  of  his  tenants 
were  raising  fresh  buildings  at  the  same  place,  to  the 
prejudice  of  navigation.  It  was  ordered  that  a  peremptory 
notice  should  be  sent  to  Morgan  to  desist,  and  to  demolish 
what  had  been  built.  Following  the  custom  of  his  family, 
jMorgan  set  the  Corporation  at  defiance,  and,  though  the 
civic  minutes  are  strangely  destitute  of  information  on  the 
subject,  another  action  against  him  was  raised,  and  another 
judgment  in  favour  of  the  prosecutors  pronounced  after  a 
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protracted  litigation.  In  the  State  PajDers  for  1G57  is  a 
petition  of  clivers  sailors  and  shipwrights  of  Pill  to  the 
jnstices  of  Somerset,  setting  forth  an  order  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  for  the  demolition  of  their  houses  fronting  the 
river,  "  to  the  utter  undoing  of  themselves  and  families  of 
fifty  persons,"  and  praying  that  the  order  he  not  executed, 
as  the  petitioners  must  otherwise  perish  under  hedges.  Tht+ 
justices  had  doubtless  forwarded  the  petition  to  the  Govern- 
ment, with  what  result  does  not  appear, 

A  calendar  in  the  Council  House  mentions  a  quaint  fact 
that  apparently  occurred  during  the  summer: — "Christ 
Church  spire  new  pointed,  and  an  iron  spear  whereon  the 
cock  standeth  was  set  uj)  in  the  old  one's  place,  whereon  was 
a  roasting  pig  eaten."  The  lucidity  of  the  statement  leaves 
something  to  be  desired. 

The  picturesque  almshouses  in  King  Street  belonging  to 
St.  Nicholas's  parish  had  their  origin  at  this  period.  Tlu- 
parishioners  having  petitioned  the  Council  for  the  grant  of 
a  ])lot  of  land  on  which  they  might  Imild  an  almshouse,  tlie 
Chamber,  in  June,  ordered  that  a  piece  of  ground  sufficient 
for  this  purpose  should  be  laid  out  under  the  city  wall,  in 
the  jMarsh,  near  Back  Gate,  and  should  be  conve3^ed  in  per- 
petuity at  a  chief  rent  of  G.s-.  8^/.  jxn-  annum.  An  additional 
plot,  includiiig  a  round  tower  on  the  toAvn  wall,  was  granted 
in  IGol).  The  almshouse  was  one  of  the  first  biuldings 
erected  on  the  line  of  what  was  subsecpiently  'to  become 
King  Street,  and,  until  l(jG3,  tlie  almsfolk  had  a  pleasant 
outlook  on  the  green  IMarsh  and  the  busy  Avon. 

Amongst  the  multifarious  losses  of  the  Corj^oratinn 
brought  about  by  tho  (^ivil  War,  the  diminished  income 
derived  from  the  CastK'  Precincts  was  a  not  inconsiilerable 
bereavement.  TJirough  military  exigencies  after- the  Castle 
became  a  garrison  in  IGd.'i,  a  number  of  houses  surrounding 
the  Keep  Avere  entirelj'^  swept  away,  many  others  were 
burned  or  rendered  uniidiabitable  b}'-  the  soldiers,  and 
rentals  of  course  disappeared.  On  the  other  hand,  heavy 
incumbrances  accumulated  in  connection  with  the  fee-farm 
rents  originally  due  to  the  Crown,  but  since,  as  has  been 
shown,  transferred  to  private  hands.  The  two  ancient  fee- 
farms  were  owing  for  the  three  years  ending  1G50  (2:)revious 
to  the  purchase  by  Alderman  Vickris),  and  the  debt  amounted 
to  £4.-3r)  lOs.  ;  and  £140  were  due  for  three  and  a  half  years' 
fee-farm  of  the  Castle,  ending  March,  1()51,  when  this 
charge  was  purchased  b}^  Oliver  AVallis.  In  April,  1()51, 
the  Council  appointad  a  committee  to  consider  what  could 
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he  (lone  towards  restoring-  the  Castle  estaie    to  its  iurmer 
value,  and  likewise  to  seek  for  a  remission  of  the  (k-bt  due 
to  the  State.     If  the  silence  of  the  niinute-books_  may  1)0 
taken  as  evidence,  the  committee  took  no  steps  in  either 
direction;    and  a 'crisis  arose  in  November,  10^2,  when  it 
appears,  from  a  letter  of  one  Collins,    a    State    official,  to 
Alderman  Joseph  Jackson,  that  the  Government  had  taken 
ijroceedings  for  the   recovery    of   the  arrears,    and    that  a 
distraint  on  corporate  lands  was  imminent.      The  writer 
stated  that  he  would  allow  2.s.  (kl.  in  the  pound._  or_  about 
£70  for  taxes,  provided  the  debt  was  forthwith  liqiiidat('<l, 
Imt  not  otherwise.     It  must  have  been  about  this  point 
that  a  petition  of  the  Corporation,  a  copy  of  which  is  pre- 
served Avithout  date  or  address,  was  sent  up  to  AVestminster, 
settino-  forth  the  grievous  hardshii)s  under  which  the  civict 
body   was   suifering.     Nearly   all   the   houses  in  the  Castle 
Precincts  had  been  demolished,   and    nearly   eleven  years' 
I'entals  entirely  lost.     (Another  paper  estimates  the  total 
loss  from  these  causes  at  £;'.,( KK).)     The  petitioners  therefore 
prayed  that  tliey  might  be  released  from  the  arrears,  "  and 
from  payment  in  time  to  come,"  inclucHng  in  this  extra- 
ordinary request    the  rent   due    to    AVallis,   who   was    also 
sueing  them  for  arrears  amounting  to  £1.(H).     Tlie  petiiioii 
was  cbnsidered  by  the  House  of  Commons  on_  April  r)th, 
1<;,");5,  within    a   few   days   of   its  memorable  dismissal    by 
Cromwell,  wlien  it  was  resolved  that  the  arrears  of  the  fee- 
farms  due  to  the  Commonwealth  should  be  discliarged,  and 
that  £100  should  be  paid  to  the  city  in  consideration  of  the 
use  made  of    the  (Jastk^  ])y  the  army  (in  other  words,  to 
wipe  otVWallis's  chum).     It  was  further  resolved  that  the 
fortress  should  be  fortliwith  (bsmantlcd  and  the  city  ilisgar- 
visotu'd.     Thes(^  resolutions  were  treated  with  scant  respect 
by  the  coming  dictator.       In   1  <!•")(;  the   Corporation  were 
<'omi)elled  to  pay  Wallis  £21K:)  fur  live  years'  arrears,^ and  in 
September  of  the  same  year,  the  law  officials  of  the  Clovern- 
]nent  seized  the  corporate   estates   in  Somerset  to  recover 
the  town  fee-fai-m  arrears,   amounting  as  l>efore    to  £Ii>o. 
Another  urgent  appeal  for  relief  having  been  then  nuide  to 
the  Council  of  State,  that  l)ody   advised   the  Protector  to_ 
pardon  the  debt  in  consonance  with  tin?  above  resolution  of 
Parliament,  and    this  was  eventually    done.       The    sharp 
State  accountants,  however,  discovered  that  another  year's 

avrcars for  the  period  ending  Afichaelmas,  KMT— had  been 

overlooked,  and  a  fresh  claim  was  sent  down  for  £14.").     But 
on  an  ajDpeal,  i]X  October,  Cromwell  remitted  this  del)t  also. 
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Two  ordinances  regnlating  trade  Companies  were  passed 
l)y  the  Council  in  Kio-i.  The  rules  for  the  Barbor-surgeons' 
fraternity  provided  that  no  barber  should  employ  a  "  for- 
lugner"  as  journeyman,  unless  Avith  the  license  of  the 
Mayor,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  40.v.  a  month,  nor  was  any  one, 
under  tlie  same  penalty,  to  open  two  sliops  for  "  barbing  or 
shaving."  A  chirurgeon  taking  tlie  patient  of  another 
member  out  of  his  hands  without  his  consent  Avas  to  be 
fined  20.S'.  The  other  ordinance  decreed  that  the  .Tobacco- 
pipe  Makers'  Company  sliould  consist  of  twenty-fivo  mem- 
bers, from  which  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  export  of 
pipes,  afterwards  consideral)le,  liad  ah'eady  commenced 
Any  inhabitant,  not  a  pipe-maker,  presuming  to  buy  pipe 
clay  to  sell  again  Avas  threatened  Avith  a  penalty  of  2n.v. 

The  earliest  mention  of  a  Baptist  congregation  in  the 
<-ity  occurs  in  Kj'rl.  The  members  had  separated  from  the 
dissenting  body  referred  to  at  page  151,  Avhose  "  Eecords  " 
note  that  "  divers  of  the  church  Avere  Imptised  in  a  riA'er  " — 
probably  the  Frooni.  (The  statement  in  -Mr.  Hunt's  liistory 
of  the  city  that  "  the  new  secession  has  left  its  mark  in  the 
name  Baptist  Mills,  Avhere  a  Avholesale  immersion  took  j^lace 
in  January,  1(;()7,"  is  based  on  a  sill}^  fable,  A  map  of  the 
eastern  suburbs,  draAvn  in  KiOiJ,  nearl}^  half  a  centur}-- 
before  the  neAv  sect  arose  in  Bristol,  st^des  the  place  in 
•question  Baptist  Mills,  and  there  can  l.)e  no  (juestion  that  it 
is  identical  Avitli  the  Bag])aths  JMill  mentiouL'd  by  AVilliam 
AVorcester  about  1480.)  The  Bajjtists  Avorshipped  in  the 
Pithay,  Avliere  they  biiilt  the  first  Nonconformist  chapel  in 
Bristol,  some  remains  of  Avhich  are  still  standing.  About 
this  time,  the  original  sect  met  Aveekly  at  the  house  of 
.Dennis  IloUister,  u  prosperous  grocer  in  High  Street,  in 
Avhom  the  Common  CouiiL-il  placed  much  confidence,  and 
Avho,  perhaps  on  that  account,  Avas  nominated  l)y  Cromwell 
in  1053  as  a  mem])er  of  the  Little,  or  Barbone's  Parliament. 
He  Avas  also,  for  a  Avhile,  one  of  the  Council  of  State. 

The  honours  conferred  on  Hollister  led  to  unexiiected 
results,  Avhicli  are  noted  Avitli  some  acerbity  in  the  "  J3road- 
mead  Kecords,"  and  may  here  be  conveniently  summarised 
by  a  slight  deviation  from  chronological  order.  AV4ulst 
in  Lond(m,  say  his  critics,  he  "sucked  in  some  upstart 
doctrines"  from  the  sect  of  Quakers,  Avho- had  just  sjirung 
up  through  the  jDreaching  of  George  Fox;  and  upon  his 
venting  these  "poisonous"  notions  after  his  return,  "the 
Church"  shook  the  dust  off  their  feet  at  liis  doorstep,  and 
Avent  to  his  house   no    more.       Shortly    afterwards    (Ju!}^, 
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1654),  to  the  great  horror  of  lii.s  old  companions,  Hollister 
entertained  two  missionary  Quakers  who  had  wandered 
liere  from  Kendal,  and  conntenanced  them  in  visiting  the 
Independent  and  Baptist  meetings  and  j^reaching  their 
"  damnable  doctrines,"  which  were  strongly  suspected  to  be 
the  invention  of  Jesuits  or  other  Papists.  To  make  matters 
worse,  Hollister's  example  had  already  allured  away  about 
twenty  members  of  "  tlie  Church,"  previously  diminished 
b}^  the  Baptist  secession,  and  now  reduced  to  less  than  sixt}' 
faithful.  The  Quakers  at  tlie  above  visit  had  preached 
only  on  one  day,  having  a  pressing  call  to  Plymouth.  But 
they  must  have  caused  a  great  sensation,  for  in  the  follow- 
ing September,  when  one  of  them  returned,  accompanierl 
by  a  convert  as  illiterate  but  as  zealous  as  himself,  fre(|uenfc 
services  were  held  at  the  Red  Lodge,  the  Great  Fort,  and 
the  open  fields,  in  the  presence,  according  to  a  (Quaker 
]-)ampldeteer,  of  "  two,  three,  nay  sometimes  near  four 
thousand  people."  Such  sj^ectacles  were  not  calculated  to 
i:ahn  the  exasperation  of  otlier  sects  and  parties.  "  The 
])riests  and  rulers,"  writes  the  Quaker  aforesaid,  Avitli 
"Puritans,  Presbyterians,  Independents,  Notionists,  Kanters," 
were  for  once  in  complete  accord  in  tlieir  revilings  and 
reproaches,  and  "the  rude  rabble  of  ignorant"  re-echoed 
their  cries.  The  Common  Council,  inspired  by  the  general 
animosity,  summoned  the  Quaker  orators  iu  October,  and, 
after  a  shai-p  examination,  angrily  ordered  tliem  to  leave 
the  city ;  but  this  they  refused  to  do,  alleging  that  the 
mandate  was  contrary  to  law.  And  so,  in  despite  of  some 
being  committed  to  prison,  they  went  on  with  their  meet- 
ings, alMiDUgh  they  cduld  not  njipi  ar  in  the  stix-ets  without 
bring  iiioleslfd  by  ih'()[)1i>  of  ('Xrvy  rank,  from  gentU'meu 
to  cn-and  boys:  "  abused,  ilirtfd,  stoned,  jiinehed,  Icicked, 
and  otherwise  greatly  injured."  It  must  bo  added,  in 
fairness  to  the  persecutors,  that  the  acrimonious  and  in- 
sulting language  used  by  the  preachers  Avas  exceedingly 
irritating,  and  that  their  conduct  was  as  perverse  and 
j)rovoking  as  their  speech.  On  December  l()th,  a  Quakeress 
named  jMarshall  entered  "Nicholas  steeple  holise,"  where 
the  ]\fayor  Avas  attending  serAace,  and,  after  denouncing  the 
minister,  Kalph  Farmer,  as  a  "  dumb  shejiherd,"  jiroceeded 
t(j  bestoAV  her  OAvn  eloquence  on  the  congregation  until  she 
Avas  driA'en  out  of  the  church,  and  receive'd  a  pelting  from 
the  croAvd  gathered  outside,  A  similar  disturbance  took 
place  at  "  Phili])'s  steeple  house"  on  tlie  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  the  offenders  being  two  (Quakers.     A  Aveek  later, 
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at  th6  cathedral,  Mr.-^.  Marshall  tiiruetl  up  again,  and  raised 
such  a  tumult  by  her  invectives  against  the  minister  that 
she  was  committed  to  Newgate.  Next  day  an  alarming 
riot  occurred  in  Wine  Street,  owing  to  the  populace  having 
got  hold  of  the  two  leading  Quaker  preachers,  whose 
jjhilippics  had  aroused  the  wrath  of  the  mob.  Soou  after- 
wards, on  a  market-day,  an  enthusiast  named  Sarah  Gold- 
smith clothed  herself  in  sackcloth,  leaving  her  legs  bare, 
covered  her  flowing  hair  with  ashes,  paraded  in  this  guise 
through  all  the  Gates  of  the  city,  and  finally  exhibitecl  her- 
self at  the  High  Cross,  in  company  with  two  female  admirers, 
"  as  a  sign  against  the  pride  of  Bristol."  As  her  procession 
throngli  the  streets  had  attracted  a  delio-hted  throuir  of 
youthful  idlers  and  other  mischief-makers,  the  spectacle 
naturally  ended  in  a  protracted  tumult,  and  tlie  three 
women  were  saved  from  deadly  peril  only  by  the  exertions 
of  the  magistrates,  who,  after  enduring  Sarali's  flighty 
harangues,  committed  them  to  Bridewell  for  a  few  days— a 
sentence  which  a  Qaaker  pamphleteer  denounced  as  iniqui- 
tous. Many  other  disturljances  arising  out  of  Quaker 
outbreaks  in  churches  are  recorded,  but  the  above  cases  are 
fair  illustrations  of  what  was  a  constant  source  of  offence. 
Although  the  Quakers  admitted  no  weapon  but  th(i  tongue, 
they  seldom  failed  to  use  it  unsparingly.  To  return  to 
Dennis  Hollister,  who  ])rovok('d  this  digression.  In  105(), 
^' moved  1»y  the  Evil  One,"  say  the  Broadmead  Records, 
Hollister  fulminated  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  ""JMie  skirts  of 
the  AVhore  discovered,"  against  -'the  Inde])endent  baptised 
people  wlio  call  themselves  a  church  of  Christ,  but  are  a 
synagogue  of  Satan,"  in  which  it  was  casually  stated  tliat 
a  (Quakeress — a  deserter,  lilce  the  writer,  from  tlie  original 
llocdc — had  hccn  wliijtped  and  im})risoned  in  Bridewell  for 
'■  testifying  "  in  their  meeting — in  plain  terms,  reviling  the 
preacher  and  his  hearers.  "  The  church,"  adds  the  Broad- 
mead  scribe,  was  fain  to  put  forth  an  answer,  in  which 
Hollister  was  complimented  with  the  title  of  "Satan  in- 
throned  in  the  Chair  of  Pestilence."  AVhereupon  the 
Quakers,  "  moved  by  Jesuits,"  made  in-uptions  into  the 
parish  churches,  in  which  Noncou  for  mist  ministers  tlien 
preached,  and  yelled  at  them  as  hireling  deceivers,  never 
ceasing  to  scream  until  they  were  forcibly  exj-yelled. 

The  gallantry  of  General  Blake  as  a  soldier  -has  been 
already  briefly  noted.  The  Somerset  hero  was  at  this  period 
winning  imperishable  fame  as  a  naval  commander.  In 
September,  l()r)2,  he  dealt  a  heavy  blow  at  the  Dutch  fleet, 
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sinking  several  vessels,  and  cliasing  the  rest  to  their  own 
coast;  but  this  success  was  eclipsed  by  his  brilliant  victory 
over  Van  Troiiip  in  February,  1()5.'3,  when,  with  only  sixty 
ships  against  eighty,  he  captured  seventeen  of  the  enemy's- 
men-of-war,  together  with  fifty  merchantmen.  The  news 
of  the  restored  naval  supremacy  of  England  was  received  in 
Bristol,  as  everywhere,  with  transports  of  delighted  pride  ; 
and  no  time  was  lost  in  collecting  subscriptions  for  the 
relief  of  those  wounded  in  the  action.  The  Ma^'-or's  Calendar 
records  that  £2(  )(J  and  much  good  linen  were  at  once  gathered 
and  sent  to  AVeymouth  and  other  ports,  earning  a  grateful 
letter  of  thanks  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  civic  scribe  appears  from  the  State  Papers  to  have  un- 
derstated the  charity  of  the  irdiabitants.  A  naval  agent  at 
Southampton,  writing  to  the  Admiralty  on  ]\Iarch  3rd,  says: — 
"  The  Slierilf  of  Bristol  has  lirought  in  £200,  collected  there 
for  the  sick  and  wounded  "  ;  and  the  corporate  audit  book 
shows  that  £200  were  carried  to  Weymouth  by  Sheriff 
BLackwell.  Notwithstanding  Blake's  trium])h  and  the  con- 
sequent prize  money,  the  demand  for  sailors  to  recruit  the 
fleet  aroused  strong  local  discontent.  In  the  Record  Office 
is  a  letter  of  two  naval  agents  in  Bristol,  stating  that  they 
found  mucli  difficulty  in  getting  seamen  on  account  of 
disaffection  and  unwillingness.  The  ]\[ayor  had  readily 
assisted,  and  had  impressed  1»)4,  Init  many  of  the  men 
escaped  ;  other  self-interested  magistrates  complained  that 
the  port  was  being  plundered  of  sailors  ;  and  some  masters 
of  Bristol  ships  had  carried  off  part  of  the  impressed  seamen. 

The  subscription  for  the  wounded  tars  had  scarcely  been 
disposed  of  bofon^  another  urgent  call  was  made  on  public 
luMievolence.  On  A[n'il  2SI  h  a  lire  broke  out  at  Marl- 
bt)rough,  which,  fnnn  tho  general  use  of  ^hatch  for  roofs, 
rapidly  spread  over  nearly  the  whole  town,  about  1,500 
peo])le  being  unhoused.  The.  calamity  excited  great  sym- 
pathy, and  £227  were  contributed  in  Bristol.  The  fact  would 
have  been  unknown  to  us  but  for  two  small  items  in  the 
civic  audit  book,  noting  the  expenses  of  the  Chamberlain, 
Swordbearer,  and  a  sergeant,  whose  outlay  on  a  three  days' 
journey  amounted  to  £2  18,s\  Gd.^  including  V)S.  "  for  a  port- 
mantle  and  pillion  to  carry  the  money." 

The  royal  licenses  for  exporting  tanned  calf-skins  and 
Welsh  butter,  frequently  noticed  in  previous  , pages,  were 
not  abrogated  by  the  Long  Parliament,  partly,  perhaps, 
owing  to  the  benefit  which  the  landed  interest  derived  from 
the  suspension  of  the  old  laws  prohibiting  such  exports,  and 
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partly  from  the  absence  of  complaints  from  other  classes. 
The  only  action  taken  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
subject  j,\vas  to  insert  calf-skins  and  butter  in  the  regular 
Customs  tariff  as  dutiable  articles,  and  licenses  to  export 
were  granted  to  the  Bristol  merchants.     This  arrangement 
went  on  quietly  for  some  years  ;    but  in  the  State  Papers 
for  February  8th,  1G53,  is  a  petition  of  the  Merchant  Ven- 
turers' Society  to  the  House  of  Commons,  complaining  that, 
although  they  had  conformed  to  the  licenses  and  paid  the 
Customs  duty,  they  had  been  repeatedly  informed  against 
by  one  Micliael  Measy,  who  grounded  his  prosecutions  on 
the  old  statutes  prohibiting  exports  of  the  above  articles, 
and  that  judgment  against  them  at  his  suit  would  be  ap- 
plied for  that  day  in  the  Court  of  Excliequer.     Being  put 
to  very    great  straits    and  likely   to    be  undone  by   these 
suits,  which  also  threatened  ruin  to  the  whole  commerce  of 
Bristol,  they  prayed  for  the  interference  of  the  House.     The 
Commons  responded   by  an  order  to  the   judges,  directing 
Measy's  suit  to  be  dismissed.     After  the  disappearance  of 
the  Long  Parliament  Measy  revived  his  prosecutions,  and 
in  IG").")  he  obtained  a  second  judgment  nisi,  when  the  Mer- 
chants' Si3ciety  applied  for  relief  to  the  Council  of  State,  by 
whose  order  the  actions  were  quashed.     Nothing  daunted, 
and  having  the  statute  law  clearly  on  his  side,  Measy,  in 
1(156,  petitioned  the  Government  in  his  turn,  alleging  that 
lie,  in  conjunction  with  Hugh  Lewis   (son   of  the  original 
calf-skin  patentee),  had  been  ])rosecuting  the  merchants  for 
many  years,  at  a  cost  of  £!,<)( >(),  on  account  of  their  exports 
being  in  excess  of  their  licenses.     The  ])etitioner  was  now 
ruined,  and  Lewis  had  died  in  utter  misery.      But  if  the 
Council  would  allow  a  new  suit  to  be  carried   to  judgment 
ill    the   Court   of    Kxclieijuer,   the   petitioner   would    obtain 
relief,  and  £2(),(K)()  a  year  would   be  added   to  th".  national 
revenue.      Although    the   Council    of   State   responded    by 
ordering  Measy   to  drop  his  prosecution,  the   irrepressible 
litigant  drew   up   another  appeal.      In  this  document   he 
alleged  that  Lewis  raised  the  hrst  suit  for  excessive  exports 
in  l<)-t3  ;  that  when  the  King  recovered  Bristol  in  that  year 
the  merchants,  out  of  spite,  denounced  Lewis  to  Lord  Hop- 
ton  as  a  rebel,  when  he  was  plundered  by  the  soldiery;  and 
that  when  Fairfax  captured   the  city,  in    1()45,  the    same 
inerchants  denounced  Lewis  as  a  malignant  to  Parliament, 
by  which  he  lost  his  ofifice  of  Searcher  in  the  Custom  House. 
The  Merchants'  Society,  moreover,  discontinued  to  pay  the 
rent  due  to  Lewis  under  his  patent,  and  he  died  without  a 
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penny.  The  petitioner,  having  lent  £"300  freely  to  Parlia- 
ment, therefore  prayed  that  the  law  might  at  length  liave 
its  course.  The  only  reply  being  a  repetition  of  the  pre- 
vious order,  Measy  made  a  final  effort  by  laying  his  grievances 
before  the  Protector,  but  met  with  no  better  success,  and 
then  disappears  into  darkness.  The  above  is  but  a  brief 
summary  of  the  voluminous  papers  in  the  Record  Office. 
It  is  only  too  certain  that  the  merchants  availed  themselves 
of  Lewis's  patent  to  make  large  illegal  gains,  and  treated 
the  patentee  himself  with  exceeding  harshness. 

At  the  Somerset  quarter  sessions  in  January,  1653,  the 
justices  drew  up  a  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Parliament, 
rej^resenting  that  they  had  been  informed  by  the  minister 
and  chief  inhabitants  of  Bedminster,  and  had,  manj'-of  them, 
personal  knowledge,  that  in  September,  1(545,  the  church  of 
that  parish  was  burned  down  by  Prince  Rupert's  soldiers, 
and  thereby  made  unserviceable  for  the  worship  of  800 
inhabitants,  and  that  tlie  rebuilding  of  the  edifice  would 
not  cost  less  than  £3,500,  which  the  parishioners,  most  of 
whose  dwellings  the  troops  likewise  destroyed,  were  unable 
to  bear.  Their  worships  therefore  prayed  the  Committee 
to  empower  the  parish  to  collect  the  charitable  benevolence 
of  the  well-disposed  towards  reconstruction.  Nothing  ap- 
pearS;  to  have  been  done,  however,  until  after  the  Restora- 
tion, when  the  Royalists,  naturally  ashamed  of  Rupert's 
havoc,  began  the  work  of  rebuilding,  and  completed  an 
extremely  ugly  edifice  in  1G(J3.  In  Tovey's  *'  Life  of  Colston  " 
the  desecration  of  Bedminster  church  is  characteristically 
laid  to  the  charge  of  Puritan  fanatics. 

"^riie  odd  ideas  of  the  age  in  reference  to  the  responsibili- 
ties of  ji,  niniiicipid  corporat  ion  are  illustrated  by  a  vote  of 
the  Cyommon  Council  on  ]\rarch  4th,  1(153,  The  secrets  of 
the  House,  says  the  minute,  having  been  divulged  by  some 
members,  Avhereby  contentions  anrl  animosities  have  been 
occasioned  in  the  city,  "Ordered,  that  any  member  divulg- 
ing matters  on  which  secrecy  has  been  enjoined  in  debate 
shall  forfeit  £1(J,  to  be  recovered  by  distress,  or  imprison- 
ment until  he  l^ay-" 

The  memorabl<^  dismissal  of  the  remnant  of  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Cromwell  took  place  in  April.  About  six 
weeks  later,  on  June  (ith,  the  im])erious  Lord  General  issued 
summonses  to  144  persons,  "having  assurances  [from  the 
local  Puritan  churches]  of  their  love  to  God  and  interest  in 
His  peo])le,"  requiring  them  to  appear  at  AVhitehall  on  the 
4th  July,  and  to  take  upon  them  the  trust  of  legislators. 
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The  member  nominated  for  Bristol,  as  has  been  ah-eady 
stated,  was  Dennis  Hollister.  The  "Little  Parliament'' 
mockingly  styled  "  Barebones' "  from  the  unlucky  name  if 
Barbone,  one  of  the  members  for  London," was  soon  torn  by 
internal  dissensions,  and  surrendered  its  functions  in  the 
following  December. 

Although  statutes  had  been  long  in  force  prohibiting  the 
growth   of  tobacco  in  England,  the  ja-ofits  of  the  culture 
and  the  widespread  love  of  "  the  weed  "  caused  them  to  be 
often  violated,  especially  in  Gloucestershire.     In  1052  the 
House  of  Commons   passed  a  fresh  ordinance  interdicting 
cultivation,  and  authorizing  any  one  to  destroy  the  plair- 
tations  ;  but  this  was  felt  as  a  grievance  in  the  district,  and 
a  number  of  petitions  were  sent   u])  for  its  repeal,  one  of 
which,  signed   by  the  Mayor  of  Bristol,  alleged  that  riots 
had  been  caused  by  the  attem]:)ts  made  bv  certain  ])ersons 
to  destroy  the  crops.      Accordingly,    the  'Barbone   Parlia- 
ment m  August,   1G53,  resolved   that   a    duty  of   M.    per 
pound  on  all  tobacco  produced  in  Gloucestershire  shoukl  be 
paid    by  the  growers,  who  should  reap  the  profits  of  the 
cultivation  for  that  year  only  without  molestation,   after 
which    planting    was    to    be    stoj)ped.     The    cultivation, 
however,  went  on  as  befoi-e.     In  June,   1(155,  the  Govern- 
ment issued  an  order  to  the  army  officers  in  Gloucestershire, 
Sonid-set,  and  Bristol,  commenting  on  the  prevalence  and 
persistency  of  the  unlawful  industry,  and  ordering  them  to 
assist   the    persons  authorized  to  destroy   the    plantations, 
and    to  suppress  tluj  tumults  of    tliose  who  might  oi)pose 
them. 

^Serjeant  Whitfl(H-k's  inability  to  fiiltil  the  functions  of 
l\\vi>rd.'r  (nving  io  (ho  pressure  of  his  dnties  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  had  been  borne  with  patiently  fo^  some  time; 
but  all  jn-ospect  of  his  immediate  services  being  lost  by  his 
appointment  as  Aml)assador  to  Sweden,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil resolved  in  Sojitember  that  a  letter  should  be  forwarded 
requesting  his  resignation.  The  missive,  which  was  couched 
in  flattering  terms,  pointed  out  that  several  gentlemen  who 
had  been  elected  aldermen,  as  well  as  the  newly  appointed 
Chamberlain,  could  not  fulfil  their  oifices  until  they  had  been 
sworn  in  before  the  Recorder,  according  to  the  charter. 
Moreover,  through  the  illness  of  the  'JVnvn  Clerk,  quarter 
sessions  could  not  be  held,  and  the  course  of  justice  diad 
been  thus  obstructed  for  two  successive  years,' whilst  the 
Chamber  was  in  constant  want  of  counsel.  Tlie  letter  ends 
with  a  clumsily  framed  remark  that  the  Council  did  not 
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doubt  that  ]iis  lordship  "will  as  favouri;bly  resent  your 
resignation  as  it  is  unwilling  but  very  necessary  requested." 
Notwithstanding  this  appeal,  Serjeant  AVhitelock  did  not 
relinquish  the  office  until  Ma}--,  1G55.  ,The  delay  may  have 
been  due  to  the  action  of  the  Council  of  State,  who  in 
October,  1658,  directed  Dennis  HoUister  to  move  Parliament 
for  the  appointment,  as  Deputy-Recorder  during  AVhite- 
lock's  absejice,  of  John  Haggett,  who  was  probably  nomi- 
nated accordingly.  The  gaol  delivery  in  1()54  was  held  by 
AVhitelock  in  person. 

A  temporary  quarrel  between  the  Corporation  and  the 
Merchants'  Society,  arising  out  of  the  excessive  eagerness 
of  the  latter  to  make  profit  out  of  the  AVelsh  butter  mono- 
poly, was  noted  at  page  14IJ.  A  misunderstanding  on  the 
same  subject  again  occurred  at  the  period  under  review. 
The  merchants  were  desirous  that  the  Council  should  con- 
tinue its  long-established  practice  of  buying  butter  whole- 
sale and  retailing  it  at  a  slight  loss,  because  the  system 
kept  down  the  price  of  the  article  in  the  local  market,  and 
so  enabled  thtan  to  export  under  the  terms  of  tlieir  license. 
But  they  raised  a  coiiij)laiut  when  the  corporate  purchases 
were  made  in  AVelsli  butter,  because  the  quantit}^  they 
desired  to  ship  abroad  was  thereby  diminished  to  their 
"prejudice."  Seeking  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  the 
Ma3'^or  and  Aldermen  issued  an  ordinance  in  October, 
ordering  the  merchants  to  thenceforth  pay  one  shilling 
per  kilderkin  on  the  butter  brought  in  from  AVales  for 
exportation,  the  receipts  from  this  source  to  be  a])plied 
to  the  use  of  the  poor.  The  difference  subsequently  became 
acute.  On  June  (Ith,  1604,  the  ]\rayor  and  Aldermen  add])- 
tfd  auot  lier  (ird'maiice,  set  ting  forth  that  the  buying  U]>  of 
largo  stocks  of  butter  for  export  ])nrpos('.s  liad  greatly  raised 
the  price,  to  the  injury  of  the  poor,  and  was  coritrary  to 
precedents,  by  which  snch  purcliases  were  prohibited  unless 
the  market  price  was  at  or  under  ikl.  per  pound.  AVhere- 
fore  the  water  bailiff  was  ordered  to  search  and  detain  all 
ships  that  had  more  butter  on  board  than  was  required  for 
the  crews.  The  merchants,  who  had  evidently  refused  to 
pay  the  tax  of  a  shilling  per  kilderkin,  but  were  powerless 
to  resist  the  drastic  measure  of  the  justices,  and  perhaps 
dreaded  the  loss  of  their  patent  if  their  illegal  ju'actices 
came  to  the  ears  of  the  Government,  now  found  it  necessary 
to  come  to  terms;  and  an  agreement  was  made  under  which 
8rf.  per  kilderkin  was  to  be  paid  on  the  butter  brought  fpm 
AVales,  the  proceeds  to  be  ajiplied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
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Trading  in  butter  was  thenceforth  abandoned  by  the  Cor- 
poration. 

Several  Bristol  privateers  were  commissioned  in  Sep- 
tember, ir)53.  Robert  Yeamans  equipped  the  Robert, 
Gabriel  Deane  and  ''.Phomas  Speed  (a  Quaker)  the  Richard 
and  Mary,  Major  Samuel  Clark  the  llart,  Richard  Ste- 
phens the  Jane,  and  Thomas  Leigh  the  Elizabeth.  Fran- 
cis Bailey,  a  notable  local  shipbuilder,  made  a  contract 
with  the  Government  in  October  to  build  a  frigate  of  4(.M3 
or  5(J0  tons,  afterwards  called  the  Nantwich,  at  i!5  bs. 
per  ton.  He  was  building  anotlier,  the  Islip,  when  this 
agreement  Avas  effected.  In  the  following  M&y,  in  re- 
porting ])rogress  to  the  Navy  Board,  Bailey  begged  for  an 
order  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  workmen  more  than  two 
shillings  a  day  without  being  liable  to  the  penalty  of  £10 
and  ten  days'  imprisonment  imposed  by  the  Mayor  on  all 
who  paid  more.  The  Islip  was  launched  soon  after- 
wards, and  was  reported  by  the  Collector  of  Customs  to  be 
"  the  Ijest  of  her  rate  in  England,"  and  by  a  naval  captain 
as  '' the  best  sailer  he  ever  saw."  The  Nantwich,  delayed 
from  want  of  money,  was  launched  in  March,  1655.  The 
above  facts  are  extracted  from  the  State  Papers,  local 
annalists  treating  tiie  suljject  as  unworthy  of  record. 

The  2^roposed  tax  for  the  beueht  of  the  parochial  ministers 
being  still  suspended,  the  Council  of  State  issued  an  order 
in  October  for  the  payment  to  .John  Knowles,  preacher  at 
the  cathedral,  and  to  others,  ministers  of  parishes,  of  '•  their 
several  augmentations  from  iirst  fruits  and  tenths."  The 
State  Papers  give  no  furtlu-r  information  on  the  sitbject. 

However  bitter  miglit  be  the  political  dissensions  of  the 
inhabitants,  they  always  showed  a  laudable  unanimity  in 
maintaining  tlar  liberties  and  ])vivilcgts  of  the  city.  The 
"Book  of  Rememl)rances  "  in  the  Council  House  contains  a 
copy  of  a  petition  addressed  in  October  to  "  His  Excellency 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Captain  General  of  the  armies."  "The 
great  experience  we  have  had,"  say  t]ie  memorialists,  '"of 
your  indefatigable  care  and  endeavouring  for  the  good  of 
the  nation  in  general,  and  of  this  ])lace  in  particular, 
iuvitetli  us  to  maki'  our  address  unto  you  with  a  huml)le 
desire."  After  a  little  more  exordium,  the  citizens  pray 
that  Cromwell  will  "promote  their  request  to  Parliament 
and  the  Council  of  State  that  in  all  acts  and  decrees  the 
citjMuay  remain  a  distinct  county,  according  to  the  Charter 
of  Edward  III.,  and  that  they  may  have  all  manner _  of 
justice  acbninistered  at  their  own  doors."     The  explanation^ 
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of  tliis  appeal  seems  to  be  tliat  in  the  commissious  for  hold- 
ing the  customary  summer  assizes,  Bristol,  instead  of  being 
recognised  as  a  separate  county,  liaJ  been  treated  as  if  it 
were  part  of  Somerset. 

The  early  plans  of  Bristol,  as  is  apparent  from  a  cursory 
inspection  of  them,  were  rude  attempts  made  by  unskilled 
persons  to  delineate  the  prominent  features  of  the  town, 
regardless  of  details  and  proportions.  The. fact  that  some 
of  them  represent  tlie  Castle  as  entirely  surrounded  by 
water  shows  how  little  the  designers  were  acquainted  with 
the  locality.  About  the  close  of  KJoB  the  Corporation 
directed  one  Philip  Stainred,  supposed  to  have  been  a  land- 
surve^'or,  to  make  a  new  plan  of  the  city,  and  perhaps, 
amongst  the  numerous  civic  documents  that  have  perished 
in  the  course  of  centuries,  the  loss  of  this  work  is  the  most 
to  be  regretted.  The  cost  of  it  cannot  be  stated,  the  sur- 
veyor's charge  being  lumped  with  tlie  outlay  for  ])erambulat- 
ing  the  V)0undaries  ;  but  the  t(jtal  amount  of  the  item  is  oidy 
£")  *J.v.  The  C(juncil  were  so  pleased  with  Stainred's  labours 
tliat  they  afterwards  commissioned  him  to  "amplyfy  tlie 
map,"  for  Avhich  he  was  paid  A!l  Is.  8d. 

On  Bristol  becoming  a  garrison  town  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War,  the  nightly  watch  previously  maintained  was 
abolished,  in  order  to  lighten  the  taxation  imj^osed  on  house- 
holders. The  troops  having  been  for  the  most  jjart  removed, 
the  Common  Council,  in  Feljruary,  lbo4,  resolved  that  the 
ordinance  of  lb21  for  the  regulation  of  the  nightly  watch 
should  be  revived  on  ]\Iarch  Ist  following.  On  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  this  resolution  was  passed,  a  serious 
fire  had  occurred  in  AVine  Street,  when  tlu^  altsence  of  any 
pro\isic)n  for  })roti'cting  property  and  supjiressing  disorder 
must  have  been  ])ainfully  felt.  An(^tlier  ordinance  that  had 
long  been  practically  obsolete,  forbidding  the  boiling  of 
tallow,  oil  and  pitcli  in  houses  in  the  heart  of  the  cit}',  was 
also  revived  at  the  same  meeting. 

A  combination  of  wood  and  faggot  dealers,  alleged  to  have 
been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  inordinately  raising  the 
price  of  fuel,  was  complained  of  by  several  inhabitants 
Ix'fore  the  magistrates  in  February.  The  bench  immediately 
ordered  that  all  importers  of  such  material  should,  before 
landing  their  cargoes,  acquaint  the  ]\layor  with  the  price 
intended  to  be  demanded  from  consumers,  when  permission, 
to  land  would  lie  given  only  if  the  rates  were  deenu'd 
reasonable.  Complaint  being  also  made  of  the  huge  piles 
of  fuel  lying  on  the  quays,  it  was  ordered  that  no  faggots,  etc., 
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/       should  be  landed  "  above  the  lower  brass  post  " — the  earliest 
/       mention  of  brazen  pillars  in  that  locality. 
>>  A  magisterial  record  states    that   in    February,  Thomas 

Hobson,  innholder,  and  G.  Linelle,  gentleman,  made  oath 
before  the  J\[ayor,  that  the  Commonwealth  Avas  indebted 
to  the  innholders  of  liristol,  for  the  (quartering  of  soldiers, 
in  the  sum  of  £*JS8  ll.s'.  f)^/.,  as  certified  by  the  committee  of 
Parliament  which  had  sat  in  the  city.  The  affidavit  appears 
to  have  been  required  by  the  Government  j>revious  to  the 
discharge  of  the  debt. 

The  Council,  in  March,  made  one  of  its  numerous,  and 
invariably  abortive,  eftbrts  to  provide  remunerative  worlc 
for  unemployed  chiklren.  It  was  determined  on  this 
occasion  to  open  a  workhouse  in  the  Smiths'  Hall  (a  portion 
of  the  old  Dominican  I^riary),  in  which  s])inning  and  knit- 
ting were  to  be  taught  ;  a  hosier  named  Messenger  having 
undertaken  to  manage  the  place  for  ten  years,  on  being 
provided  with  sufficient  stock  ;  his  salary  and  the  rent  being 
defrayed  b}'  the  Chamber.  The  children  were  to  be  paid  wages 
for  their  work,  so  that  the  parishes  W(ndd  be  relieved  of  the 
cost  of  their  maintenance,  and  in  compensation  the  parochial 
authorities  were  ordered  to  provide  the  necessary  stock.  All 
Saints,  "  Nicholas,"  and  Christ  Church  were  required  to  con- 
tribute £-2(:)  each;  "  O^homas',''  "John's"  and  Redcliff,  £10 
each ;  "  Stephen's,"  £(!,  and  Temple,  £4.  The  resolution  was 
followed  by  a  sort  of  proclamation  acklressed  to  the  'church- 
wardens and  overseers,  desiring  them  to  see  that  unemployed 
people  were  made  to  work,  and  that  chikhvn  were  trained, 
and  to  give  information  as  to  wandering  beggars  and  idle 
children.  The  spinning  scheme,  however,  was  abandoned 
soon  after  as  uuj)rofital)K\ 

The  "  Smiths'  and  Cutlers'  Hall"  mentioned  in  the  above 
paragra])li  appears  to  have  been  act^uired  by  the  Company 
during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  from  the  .possessor  of  the 
Friary  estate,  who  sold  it  on  a  fee-farm  rent  of  £13  ii.y.  The 
Company,  in  December,  lG5;i,  demised  it  to  Giles  Gough  for 
a  term  of  sixty-one  years,  and  the  lease  was  soon  afterwards 
assigned  to  the  Corporation,  doubtless  for  carrying  out  their 
industrial  experiment.  Subsequently,  in  ]()(j4,  the  civic 
body  reassigned  the  lease  to  one  Richard  Baugli  for  a  trivial 
consideration.  The  later  history  of  this  interesting  relic  of 
the  Dominicans  is  given  in  the  annals  of  the  following 
century. 

Although  Cromwell  had  been  ju'oclaimed  Protector  in 
December,    1053,  the   Corporation  incurred  no  expense   in 
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notifying  the  event,  and  four  meetings  of  the  Council  were 
held  without  any  reference  being  made  to  the  subject— a 
circumstance  only  explicable  by  the  discontent  and  semi- 
hostility  of  the  predominant  Presb3derians  in  the  Chamber. 
At  length,  on  May  2nd,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare "  a  humble  address  and  recognition"  for  presentation 
to  the  new  head  of  the  State,  and  a  few  days  later  a  deputa- 
tion was  selected  to  carry  it  to  Whitehall.  The  afiair  seems 
to  have  been  conducted  with  a  strict  regard  for  econom3^ 
The  Chamberlain's  expenses  amounted  only  to  £5,  exclusive 
of  £1  Is.  8rf  "  paid  for  a  dinner,  &c.,  on  those  that  went 
up." 

The  genial  and  cultivated  diarist,  John  Evelyn,  ])aid  a 
brief  visit  to  Bristol  on  the  30th  June,  during  a  sojourn  at 
Bath,  and  made  a  few  interesting  notes.  He  descril)es  the 
city  as  emulating  London  in  its  manner  of  building,  its 
shops,  and  Bridge  ;  hut  theCastJe,  over  which  he  was  shown 
by  the  Governor,  he  thought  of  "  no  great  concernment." 
Here,  he  adds,  "  I  first  saw  the  manner  of  refining  sugar, 
and  casting  it  into  loaves,  where  Ave  had  a  colhition  of  eggs 
fried  in  the  sugar  furnace,  together  with  excellent  Spanish 
wine  ;  but  what  was  most  stupi'udous  to  me  was  the  rock  of 
St.  Vincent,  the  precipice  whereof  is  equal  to  anything  of  that 
na,ture  I  have  seen  in  the  most  cf)nfragous  cataracts  of  the 
Alps.  Here  we  weiit  searching  for  diamonds,  and  to  the  Hot 
Wells  at  its  foot.  There  is  also  on  the'  side  of  this  horrid 
Alp  a  very  remarkable  seat  "  (the  Giant's  Cave?  ). 

An  election  of  members  of  Parliament  took  place  on  July 
12th,  and  excited  great  iiiterest,  four  candirhites  offering 
themselves  to  the  constituency.  The  Presbyterian  party 
was  represented  hy  K*obcvt  AM  worth,  Town  Clerk,  and 
Alderman  ]\liles  Jackson,  who  had  the  support  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  probably  of  man^^  Po^-alists.  The  Indepen- 
dents and  other  sectaries  favoured  the  pretensions  of  John 
Haggett,  Colonel  of  the  citj^  militia,  but  a  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession, whose  name  has  already  occurred  in  connection  with 
the  deput^r-recordership,  and  of  Captain  George  Bislio]),  a 
leading  Independent,  who  socm  after  became  a  Quaker. 
Nothing  is  known  as  to  the  number  of  votes  polled,  but 
Aklworth  and  Jackson  were  declared  elected  by  the  Sheriffs 
amidst  the  protests  of  the  opposite  party,  wholostno  lime  in 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  against  the  re- 
turn. This  document,  signed  by  ninety-five  citizens,  asserted 
that  the  Slieriffs  had  encouraged  those  to  vote  who  adhered 
to  the  late  King,  had  insulted  and  threatened  the  petitioners. 
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,'  debarred  some  of  them  from  voting,  and  had  stigmatised 
Haggett  and  Bishop  as  horse-stealers.  "  The  Cavahor  party 
carried  things  as  if  Charles  Stewart  were  again  enthroned." 
Accompanying  the  petition  was  a  deposition  signed  by  the 
rough-tongiied  Quaker,  Dennis  Hollister,  asserting  tliat  Miles 
Jackson,  whilst  the  loyalists  held  Bristol,  subscribed  £B0 
towards  the  present  to  tlie  King,  and  had  signed  the  protes- 
tation condemning  the  bearing  of  arms  against  His  Majesty 
(acts  notoriously  done  under  threats  of  ruinous  plundering). 
In  the  State  Papers  is  a  letter  of  Governor  Serope  to  the 
Protector,  coinciding  with,  the  allegations  both  of  the 
petitioners  and  of  Hollister,  and  adding  : — "  I  beg  you  to 
consider  the  condition  of  the  city,  wliich  I  never  saw  in  a 
worse  posture.  The  IVIaj^or  and  Sheriffs  cannot  be  trusted, 
and  Avere  so  iiisolent  in  the  late  election  that  it  discouraged 
the  godly  party.  One  of  them  who  had  been  in  arms  for  the 
late  King  declared  that  all  sucli  might  vote.  .  .  ,  ^Fhe 
enemies  of  God  now  exceedingly  insult,  and  think  to  carry 
all  before  them."  The  Corporation,  on  the  other  hand, 
vigorously  defended  the  new  members,  sending  up  to  London 
the  Aldermen,  Sheriff's,  and  numerous  Councillors  and  officers. 
In  curious  contrast  with  the  parsimony  displayed  in  for- 
warding the  address  to  Cromwell,  thr;  outlay  on  tlui  election 
delegates  amounted  to  nearly  £0l).  The  |)etition,  if  it  were 
ever  brought  to  a  hearing,  must  have  been  (iismissed. 

Though  the  above  Parliament  was  dissolved  in  the  follow- 
ing-January, the  "instructions"  prepared  by  the  Corpora- 
tion for  the  guidance  of  the  city  members  are  of  interest  for 
tlie  light  they  throw  on  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the 
<'(»nstitueney.  The  re])resentatives  were  desired,  amongst 
other  (hiiigs,  to  jjrouiotc  the  spreading  of  tlif  (u)sj)el  iudark 
])laces,  to  settle  the  maiutenaiu'e  of  ministers  by  tithes  and 
otherwise,  to  establish  order  in  the  church,  to  relieve  the 
people  of  burdens  and  taxes,  to  obtain  for  the  city  the 
restoration  of  the  Castle,  to  rectify  the  mistake  of  tlie 
Government  officials  in  classifying  llristol  as  ])art  of  Somer- 
set, to  procure  an  augmented  income  of  £150  a  year  for  the 
college  (cathedralj,  U)  get  Bi'istol  farthings  exempted  from 
any  general  law  dealing  with  small  coins,  to  prevent 
"  foreigners  "  from  keeping  shops,  in  the  cit}^  to  the  prejudice 
of  freemen,  and  lastly  to  prevent  the  growth  of  English 
tobacco,  which  was  to  the  "extraordinary  prejudice"  of 
local  trade  ;  "  there  l)eing  very  vast  quantities  planted  this 
year,  and  daily  brought  into  this  city." 

An  examjDle  of  the  high-handed  manner  in  which  a  power- 
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fill  Corporation  could  in  those  days  usurp  jDrivate  rights  was 
furnished  at  a  Council  meeting  on  August  25t]i.  It  must 
be  premised  that  in  or  about  the  thirteenth  century,  the 
house  of  Carmelite  Friars  on  St.  Augustine's  Back,  who 
230ssessed  a  copious  spring  issuing  near  Brandon  Hill,  granted 
the  parishioners  of  St.  John's  a  •'  feathev  "  from  their  main 
pipe  (in  Pipe  Lane),  which  feather  was  conducted  to  a 
reservoir  built  against  the  church  in  Broad  Street,  and  fur- 
nished the  little  parish  with  a  gootl  supply  of  water.  On 
the  suppression  of  the  monasteries,  the  main  conduit,  with 
the  conventual  buildings,  passed  into  private  hands,  and  in 
1G54,  the  Great  House,  built  on  the  site  of  tlie  friary,  having 
fallen  from  its  ancient  grandeur,  had  recently  been  converted 
into  a  sugar  refinery  by  Mr.  John  Knight,  junior,  but  of 
course  retained  its  former  water  sup[)ly.  The  Council, 
alleging  certain  complaints  from  St.  John's  parish  as  to  the 
scarcity  of  water  at  the  ]'eservoir,  maiiitained  at  the 
above  meeting,  in  flagrant  defiance  of  truth,  that  all  the 
springs  sii2)plying  the  city  conduits,  and  consequently  the 
spring  near  Brandon  Hill,  were  and  always  had  beoi  the 
property  of  the  Cor])oration  ;  that  if  a  feather  had  ever 
been  granted  to  the  (Ireat  House,  of  which  there  was  no 
record,  it  was  conceded  only  to  a  "private  family,"  and  that 
the  arrangement  of  the  pipes  in  Pi])e  Lane,  by  which  the 
chief  supply  was  diverted  to  the  liouse,  was  a  gross  in- 
fringement of  public  rights  !  Tlie  city  plumber  was  there- 
fore ordered  to  cut  the  main  pipe  leading  to  the  sugar 
refinery,  which  was  thenceforth  to  be  supplied  with  a 
feather,  while  the  bulk  of  the  water  was  to  be  diverted  to 
the  fountain  at  St.  John's  Church,  the  parisli  wardens  being 
directed  to  supi'rint<'nd  tlu^  operalioiis.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  ]\[r.  Knight,  who  had  net  livedlong  in  the  city, 
was  ignorant  of  the  true  history  of  the  spring,  as  he  made 
a  "  humble  submission  "  to  the  authorities,  and  sanctioned 
the  alterations  commanded. 

A  week  or  two  after  the  above  meeting,  Mr.  Knight  was 
ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  £1U0  for  refusing  to  serve  the 
office  of  Common  Councillor,  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in 
the  previous  year.  (The  fine  was  never  paid,  and  he  did  not 
enter  the  Council  until  l(i()4.)  On  the  same  day,  John 
Knight,  senior,  alread}--  mentioned  as  railing  at  "  Parliament 
rogues,"  was  chosen  a  Councillor  in  the  room  of  Luke 
Hodges,  ex-M.P.,  who  had  left  the  city.  Though  generally 
styled  senior  and  junior  in  the  records,  the  two  men  were,  it 
is  probable,  second  or  third  cousins,  the  former  being  son  of 
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George  Knio-ht,  mayor  in  1030-40,  the  latter  a  grandson  of 
Francis  Knight,  mayor  in  1594-5.  Both  afterwards  served 
as  aldermen  and  mayors,  bnt  a  distinction  between  them  was 
effected  at  the  Restoration,  when  the  senior  of  the  two 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  was  elected  M.P. 
Later  on,  when  their  sons,  both  named  Join,  became 
merchants,  and  when  the  son  of  the  sugar  refiner  was  also 
dubbed  a  knight  and  elected  Mayor  and  J\1.P.,  the  confusion 
in  the  minutes  was  extremely  great,  and  has  led  local 
historians  into  innumerabk^,  blunders. 

The  Council,  in  August,  revived  the  old  ordinance  pro- 
hibiting vessels  of  KK)  tons  and  ujj wards  from  coming  np  to 
the  quays,  a  fine  of  £L()  being  imposed  for  disobedience.  A 
few  days  later  the  magistrates  onk^-ed  the  water-bailiff  to 
seize  a  ship  called  the  Good  Success,  '•  forfeited  to  the  Cor- 
poration "  because  the  captain,  being  part  owner,  stood 
charged  with  murder!  The  order  was  subsequently  re- 
sciufled,  it  being  found  that  the  captain  held  no  share  in  the 
vessel.  In  June,  l(j()l,  the  justices  issued  an  order  that  all 
vessels  lying  at  the  quays  above  (JO  tons  burden,  "  which 
tended  to  the  ntter  spoiling  of  the  harbour,"  should  fall 
down  to  Hungroad  within  fourteen  days,  on  pain,  in  each 
default,  of  a  hue  of  £20.  This  order  was  re-issued  in  KKiO, 
doubtless  owing  to  numerous  infractions,  and  was  iinally 
fibolislied  in  17(33  as  confessedly  obsolete. 

One  of  the  most  unpopular  of  the  Commonwefilth  enact- 
ments, espt'cially  amongst  the  fair  sex,  was  the  statnt(j  for- 
bidding marriages  to  be  celebrated  according  to  the  liturgy 
of  the  episcopal  Church.  On  September  4th,  a  clei-gyman 
named  James  Reed  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  sessions,. 
for  having,  on  his  own  confession,  married  two  persons  a  few 
days  previousl}^  •' according  to  the  old  forms."  Cases  of  the 
same  kind  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  the 
natural  effect  of  exciting  sympathy  with  the  so-called 
offenders.  The  new  system  required,  in  lieu  of  the  customary 
banns  announced  in  churches,  the  proclamation  of  the  in- 
tended marriage  on  a  market  (kay  for  three  weeks  at  a  ])ublic 
jilace,  which  in  Bristol  was  tliP  High  Cross. 

The  administration  of  the  law  in  other  directions  can 
hardly  have  tended  to  edification.  In  October,  a  black- 
smith of  tlie  city  and  a  woman  from  Tewkesbury,  havino- 
been  convicted  of  incontinence,  were  ordei'ed  to  be  set  on  a 
horse,  back  to  back,  and  so  exhibited  through  High  Street, 
Redcliif  Street,  Tliomas  Street,  and  AVine  Street,  the  bell- 
man  preceding   the  culprits   and   proclaiming  their  crime. 
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The  man  was  then  to  be  imprisoned  until  he  found  sureties 
for  liis  good  behaviour,  and  the  woman  whipped  and  sent 
home ;  whilst  the  drunken  alewife  in  whose  dwelling  thej;- 
were  found  Avas  to  be  put  in  the  stocks  for  three  hours,  and 
then  committed  for  trial  for  keeping  a  disorderlj^  house.     In 
November,  a  butcher's  wife  was  sent  to  the  stocks  for  three 
hours  for  having  in  a  passion  uttered  two  profane  oaths, 
and  her  husband,  for  forcibly  attempting  to  rescue  her,  was 
committed  for  trial     Further  instances  of  people  similarly 
dealt   with   occur   about    the    same   time.      A    number   of 
persons  were  also  fined,  or  committed  to  gaol  until  trial,  on 
charges  of  haying  taken  a  stroll  or  carried  a  parcel  on  a 
Suuflay  ;  and  innkeepers  or  victuallers  who  allowed  towns- 
men  to  eat,  drink,  or  Iniy  li(|U(.rs  in  their  houses  on  the 
"  Sabbath  "  Avere  heavily  mulcted.     By  a  magisterial  ordi- 
nance, all  the  conduits  in  the  city  were  keptclcjsed  through- 
out the  same  day,  and  the  parish  constables  were  required 
to  lay  informations  against  ])ersons  carrying  water  to  their 
homes,  in  order  tjiat  the  cul[)rits  might  be  brought  up  on 
Monda3^s  and  duly  jmnished.     Still  another  order  forbade 
the  plying  of  the  ferry  at  '.remplti  Back  on  the  Lord's  Day. 
AVilliam  Hobson,  a  cousin  of  Kdward  Colston,  was  sent  to 
prison  for  six  months  and  ro(|uired   to  find  securities  for  his 
future  good  behaviour  for  having  said,  perhaps  in  a  joke, 
that  drunkenness  was  not  a  sin.     Many  games  and  lioliday 
amusements    were    interdicted,    and    though   some    of    tlie 
sports,  such  as  cock-throwing,  dug-fighting,  and  bull-bait- 
ing, were  cruel  and  deserved  to  be  put  down,  it  was  strongly 
suspected  that  they  were  forbidden,  not  because  they  gave 
l.iiin  to  dumb  animals,  luit  bcrause  they  gave  plea.snri>  to 
(lu>  spectators.     JMayjwIes  entirely  disapjieared,  and  finally, 
by  a  I^irjiamentary  decree,  Christmas  Day  was  appointed 
as    a    national    Fast,    and   miiice-pies,   ])lum-puddings,   and 
family  festivities  Avere  attempted  to  be  suppressed  by  police 
regulations. 

A  remarkable  corporate  ordinance  Avas  adopted  on  Septem- 
ber 29th.  It  premises  that  many  complaints  had  been 
made  of  the  inveigling,  purloining,  and  stealing  aAvay  boys, 
maids,  and  otliors,  and  transporting  them  beyond  seas,  and 
there  disposing  of  them  for  private  gain,  Avithout  tlie 
knowledge  of  their  parents  and  friends.  "  This  being  a 
crime  of  much  villany,"  it  Avas  ordered  that  all  boys,  maids, 
and  others  thenceforth  transported  as  servants  should  before 
shipment  have  their'  indentures  of  service  enrolled  in  the 
Tolzey  Book.     A  penalty  of  £20  Avas  imposed  on  any  shi]) 
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captain  or  officer  receiving  persons  not  so  enrolled,  and  tlie 
Water-bailiff  was  directed  to  use  diligence  in  searching 
ships  for  those  designed  to  be  carried  off.  Copies  of  the 
ordinance  were  ordered  to  be  pasted  np  in  convenient  places, 
that  none  might  plead  ignorance.  The  offence  was,  liow- 
ever,  too  profitable  to  be  snppressed  by  a  mere  bve-law,  and 
it  is  certain  that  kidnapping  was  habitually  encouraged  by 
many  merchants  throughout  the  century,  and  was  not  un- 
common even  later  (see  "Annals  of  xviii.  Century,"  p.  152). 
In  September,  1(555,  two  men,  convicted  of  ''  man  stealing," 
were  condemned  by  the  magistrates  to  stand  one  hour  in' 
the  pillory  on  three  market  days,  with  the  offence  placarded 
on  their  breasts.  If  the  sentence  had  ended  here,  the  wi'ath 
of  the  populace  would  have  inilicted  such  a  vengeance  on 
the  malefactors  as  would  have  made  a  lasting  impression  on 
all  engaged  in  the  infamous  pursuit.  But  the  merchants, 
sitting  as  magistrates,  with  a  tender  regard  for  mercantile 
interests,  ordered  that  the  villains  should  be  "  protected," — 
that  is,  guarded  from  the  missiles  of  spectators, — so  that  the 
punishment  was  little  moi'c  than  formal.  In  August,  1()5(!, 
a  man  was  committed  for  trial  "  for  spiriting  away  two 
boys."  In  1(501,  another  wretch,  who  had  rol:)l)ed  a  boy  of 
money  on  the  highway,  and  then  stolen  the  lad  himself, 
"  being  known,  to  be  a  common  man  stealer,  and  spirit  that 
enticeth  away  people,"  was  also  committed  for  trial ;  but  as 
the  Sessions  record  is  lost,  the  fate  of  both  those  men  is 
unknown.  A  little  later,  another  knave  was  ordered  "  to-, 
stand  in  the  pillory  at  the  High  Cross  next  market  day  for 
half  an  \u>n\\  with  an  inscription  on  his  breast  of  his  offence 
—  kidiiiippiiig.  To  he  protected."'  Tiie  frivolous  jHinisli- 
ments  intlictetl  on  otl'enders,  b^''  a  bench  which  evidently 
sympathised  with  them,  of  cotirse  had  no  deterring  effect 
on  a  profitable  traffic.  In  July,  1(502,  the  Corporation,  repre- 
senting the  trading  class  as  well  as  merchants,  petitioned 
the  King  for  power  to  examine  the  masters  and  passen- 
gers on  board  ships  bound  to  the  plantations,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  "  spiriting  awa}'- "  of  unwar}^  persons  by 
manstealers,  and  the  escape  of  rogues  and  apprentices— a 
plain  proof  that  mercantile  cupidity  had  set  at  defiance  the 
ordinance  of  1(551.  The  King's  response  is  not  preserved, 
but  the  traffic  had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Privy  Council.  In  July,  ].(5(j(.),  tlie  minute-book  states  that 
their  lordships  had  received  information  that  children  were 
being  daily  enticed  away  from  their  parents,  and  servants 
from    their  masters,   being  caught  up    by  merchants  and 


256  THE    ANNALS    OF    BTllSTOL  [1654 

sliip  caj^tains  trading  to  Virginia  and  the  West  Indies, 
and  there  sold  as  merchandise  ;  moreover  that  if  such  kid- 
napped people  were  found  in  a  ship  before  her  departure, 
the  ca])tain  would  not  liberate  them  without  he  received 
compensation — '"  a  barbarous  and  inhumane  thing."  From 
the  order  which  follows  for  the  searching,  of  three  ships 
then  in  the  Thames,  and  the  rescue  of  tlie  children  they 
contained,  the  system  appears  to  have  been  as  common  iu 
London  as  in  Bristol. 

At  another  Council  meeting  in  September,  1654,  the 
trustees  of  the  late  Alice  Cole,  widow  of  an  alderman,  and 
sister  of  John  Carr,  the  founder  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Hos))ital,  petitioned  for  the  grant  of  a  piece  of  ground  on 
St.  James's  Back,  on  which  to  build  a  free  school  for  poor 
children,  with  a  dwelling  for  the  master.  The  Chamber 
acceded  to  the  request,  expressing  its  ajDproval  of  "  so  pious 
a  work."  References  to  this  day  school — the  first  estab- 
lished in  the  city  for  the  instruction  of  the  labouring 
population — occur  from  time  to  time  until  the  early  years 
of  the  following  century,  after  which  all  traces  of  it  dis- 
appear. 

A  riot,  of  which  scarcely  any  details  are  recorded,  broke 
out  on  Decemlx'r  18th.  So  far  as  can  be  made  out,  the 
apprentices  in  the  city,  having  taken  offence  at  some  of  the 
eccentric  practices  of  the  Quakers,  had  concerted  an  attack 
upon  the  shopkeepers  of  that  sect,  with  a  view  of  forcing 
them  to  close  their  places  of  business.  The  tumult  began 
on  the  Bridge,  wheni  several  (Quakers  resided,  and  was 
resumed  on  the  following  day,  when  the  magistrates,  after 
bi'ing  longcontemptuimsly  dt'tied  by  a  mob  gatli(U-ed  around 
the  Tol/.cy,  issued  a  proclamation  commanding  all  persons 
to  refrain  from  disorder,  and  to  retire'  to  their  dwellings. 
The  disturbances  were  nevertheless  renewed  on  subsequent 
da^'-s,  about  l,5t)0  youths  and  men  taking  part  in  them,  and 
cries  for  Charles  Stewart  were  not  wantint!;  to  heighten  the 
alarm  of  the  authorities.  On  Cliristmas  Day,  which,  as 
already  stated,  had  been  proclaimed  a  national  Fast,  the 
justices  issued  another  j^roclamation,  in  the  name  of  the 
Protector,  enjoining  the  ap])rentices  to  return  to  their 
occupations,  and  to  forbear  from  the  "  shutting  down  of  shops 
which  standeth  open,"  from  which  one  ma}'-  infer  that  the 
apjDrentices'  love  of  a  holiday  had  given  a  fresh  edge  to 
their  ill-humour.  The  lioj^alists  seem  to  have  joined 
heartily  with  the  malcontents,  and  boldly  raised  cries  for 
"the  King";  a  Quaker  pamphleteer,  indeed,  alleges  that 
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the  rioting  of  the  apprentices  was  openly  encouraged  by 
many  of  their  masters.  The  citizens  are  said  to  have  been 
in  ''great  affrightment "  ;  but  some  troops  were  brought 
in  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  authorities,  and  the  disturb- 
ances at  length  subsided. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  note  that  the  above  events  were 
contemjjoraneous  with  the  determination  arrived  at  by  the 
Government  to  remove  the  garrison  outside  tlie  city  walls, 
and  to  demolish  tlie  Norman  Castle.  On  Docember  27tli  the 
Protector  signed  a  mandate  to  Governor  Scrope,  desiring 
him  within, seven  days  to  draw  all  the  troops  out  of  the 
fortress,  except  those  needed  to  guard  the  Governor's  house, 
and  to  place  them  in  the  Great  Fort ;  a  former  order  (which 
has  perished)  to  demolish  the  latter  and  disband  the  soldiers 
there  being  suspended  until  furtlier  orders.  On  December 
28th  the  Protector  addressed  the  following  laconic  missive 
to  the  Corporation: — "These  are  to  authorise  you  forth- 
with to  dismantle  and  demolish  the  Castle  Avithin  the  city 
of  Bristol ;  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant." 
The  order  was  so  acceptable  to  the  civic  body,  who  were 
naturally  eager  to  recover  possession  of  their  property,  that 
they  bestowed  a  gratuity  of  £4  upon  the  messenger  who 
brought  down  the  letter.  On  January  ;h-d,  1055,  after  a 
conference  between  Alderman  Aldworth  and  a  Government 
agent  named  "Watson,  the  latter  gave  permission  to  the 
Corporation  to  begin  the  work  of  dismantling  "  to-morrow." 
On  the  same  day,  to  facilitate  matters,  the  Council  appointed 
a  committee  to  superintend  the  destruction,  and  authorized 
the  Chamberlain  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  of  the  Castle 
Precincts  of  all  arrears  of  foe-farm  rents.  On  March  10th, 
when  the  removal  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  seems  to 
have  been  coinpleted,  tlie  Court  of  Aldermen  issued  an 
ordinance  setting  forth  that  the  s])eed3^  dismanlling  of  the 
Keep  and  the  putting  of  the  right  proprietors  of  houses  into 
possession  were  of  great  concernment  to  the  city,  but  could 
not  be  effected  without  extraordinary  expense.  It  was 
therefore  ordered  that,  towards  defraying  the  charge,  all  the 
inhabitants  in  every  ward  assessed  in  the  monthly  contri- 
bution upon  personal  estate  should  one  day  in  every  week 
either  work  in  person  or  pay  12d.  for  the  hire  of  a  labourer  ; 
and  officers  were  nominated  to  collect  the  impost  and  keep 
lists  of  the  workmen.  The  members  of  the  Council  coolly 
delegated  their  personal  responsibilities  under  this  ordinance 
to  the  Chamberlain,  who  disbursed  about  £40  for  his  masters 
out  of  the  city  treasury.     It  turned  out,  a  few  days  later, 
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that  some  people  near  tlie  Castle  displayed   a  superabim- 
dance  of  zeal  in  tlie  task  of  destruction,  and   tlie  justices 
found  it  necessary  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  the  fine  Caen 
stonework,  which  was  being  carried  off  wholesale  for  private 
ends.     Tlie  walls  of  llobert  Fitzroy's  gigantic  Keep  were  of 
enormous    thickness    and    great    solidity ;  and,    although 
another  committee  was  selected  in  June  to  hasten  opera- 
tions, no  great  impression  had  been  made  on  the  building 
when,  on  July  24th,  the  Council  of  State  issued  an  order  for 
the  removal  of  all  military  provisions  from  Bristol  to  Chep- 
stow,   and  for  the  demolition  by  the  Corporation    of    the 
Great  Fort.     Another  onerous  burden  was    thus    imposed 
upon  the  citizens,  who  were  required,  by  a  magisterial  order 
of  September  ()th,  to  severally  contribute  a  labourer's  wages 
for    one  day  weekly  until    the    demolition  was  completed. 
The  progress   made  being  still  unsatisfactory,  the  justices 
ordered  on  October    I'Jth    that    thirty    labourers  should  be 
hired  at    the  city's  charge  for  dismantling  the  Fort  and 
Castle,  and  payments  of  wages  to  these  men  went  on  for 
some  weeks.     These    brief  citations  from  the  civic  records 
suffice  to  exj^lode  the  absurd  statement  made  in  some  local 
histories  that  the  Castle  Avas  demolished  in  a  fortnight.     In 
addition   to  the  above  expenditure,   the  Corporation  made 
gratuities  to  the    Governor  aiid  others    for   leaving  their 
dwellings  uninjured.     "  Paid  Colonel  Scrope,  in  consideration 
he  should  not  deface  the  house  in  the  Castle,  .  .  .  and  for  27 
sheets  of  lead  he  put  on  the  Gi-eat  House,  £80."     (The  Great 
or  Military  House  is  believed  to  have  included    the    state 
apartments  erected  in  the  thirteenth  century,  some  relics  of 
which  are  still  to  be  seen  in  Tower  Street.)     "  Paid  Ca|)tain 
Beale  that  he  should  no  way  d.'face  the  house  in  the  Great 
Fort,  £20."^     "Paid  Captaiii  AVatson  for  doors,  dogwheels, 
&c.,  fixed    in  his  lodgings,  that  he  should  not  take  them 
doAvn,  £2."     Further  outlay  was  incurred  in  laying  out  a 
direct  thoroughfare  from  the  Old  Market  to  Peter  Street— 
the  greatest  public  improvement  of  the  century,  affording 
a  convenient  approach  to  the  city  from  the  east  in  the  place 
of  the  tortuous  old  route  by  Castle  Ditch,  Broad  Weii',  and 
Newgate.     A  bridge  was  also   thrown  over  Castle   Ditch, 
and  was  subsequently  protected  by  a  gate.     These  disburse- 
ments, however,  were  amply  recouped  by  the  receipts  for 
building  sites  in  what  was  soon   afterwards  called    Castle 
Street. 

On  January  22nd,  1G55,  one  George  Cowlishaw,  an  iron- 
monger, appeared  before  the  magistrates  at  the  Tolzey,  and 
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asserted  upon  oath  that  certain  Franciscan  friars  from 
Eome  had  lately  come  into  England  under  the  guise  of 
Quakers,  and  had  drawn  together  large  numbers  of  people 
in  London,  seeking  to  pervert  tlieir  religion ;  and  tliat  two 
I  of  them,  calling  themselves  Quakers,  had  lately  been  in 
Bristol.  A  warning  to  the  same  effect  having  been  received 
from  the  Goverjiment,  tlie  JNIayor  and  Aldermen,  on  the 
2-lth,  issued  directions  to  the  parish  constables  to  search  for 
and  arrest  suspicious  characters,  naming  esjiecially,  as  pro- 
bable Papist  emissaries,  George  Fox,  JaniL's  Nayler,  and 
four  others,  who  were  stated  to  have  lately  come  to  the 
city  professing  to  be  Quakers,  and  to  have  created  great 
disturbances.  As  none  of  the  persons  named  in  the  Avarrant 
W(.'ro  arrested,  it  may  Ijc  inferred  that  tiie  missionaries  had 
departed.  Fox,  indfjcd,  had  not  Ix-en  here  at  all,  and  there 
is  evidence  that  Nayler  was  soon  afterwards  preaching  in 
Devon  and  Cornwall.  The  sect  was  by  this  time  sufficiently 
numerous  in  Bristol  to  found  a  meeting-house  in  Redcliff 
Street,  where  a  zealot  named  Mudford  was  apprehended, 
and  was  driven  out  of  town  by  order  of  the  justices  ;  but  he 
of  course  came  back,  and  lectured  the  aklermen  on  their 
sins.  The  disturbance  of  worship  in  the  parish  churches  by 
the  zealots  was  still  of  constant  occurrenc'e  ;  yet,  in  despite 
of  the  rough  treatment  that  it  frequently  brought  upon 
them,  their  numbers  increased.  In  1050,  when  George  Fox 
paid  his  first  visit  to  the  city,  his  followers  worshipped  in 
an  upstairs  room  of  a  house  in  Broadmead,  and  fre(j^uently 
held  open-air  services  in  the  orchard  of  the  old  ]Jominican 
Friary,  the  property  of  Dennis  Hollistor.  At  this  latter 
])lace  Fox,  after  silencing  a  "rude  jangling  Baptist  who 
began  by  liudiug  fault  with  my  liair,"  j)r(ini)unced  his  first 
discourse  to  ''some  thousands  of  people,"' who  listened  to 
him  for  "  many  liours,"  and  he  had  what  he  t'u'ms  in  his 
diary  "  a  blessed  day."  Fox's  hair  was  often  a  subject  of 
merriment.  It  was  long  and  straight,  and  is  described  by 
one  of  his  critics  as  "  like  rats'  tails." 

The  severity  of  the  restricticms  on  "  foreign  "  workmen  is 
illustrated  by  a  case  brought  before  the  magistrates  in 
January,  when  an  Irish  journeyman  tailor,  then  in  prison 
under  a  decree  of  the  Tailors'  Conipau}^  for  having  worked 
at  his  trade  without  their  leave,  prayed  for  release,  promising 
to  depart  with  his  wife  and  children  within  three  months. 
He  was,  nevertheless,  still  in  the  city  in  September,  when 
he  signed  a  receipt  for  456\,  given  him  by  the  magistrates 
•on  his  undertaking  to  leave  within  a  fortnight. 
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ParJiamentary  contests  have  never  been  remarkable  for 
the  promotion  of  brotherly  love  amongst  the  partisans  who 
engage  in  them,  and  the  conflict  in  Bristol  of  the  summer 
of  1654  a2:)pears  to  have  left  the  rival  parties  in  a  state  of 
rancorous  animosity.  Whether  their  fierce  contentions  kin- 
dled a  feeling  of  hope  in  the  down-trodden  Royalists  is  not 
very  clear ;  but  tlie  latter  certainly  seized  an  opportunity 
to  make  a  demonstration.  On  the  night  of  February  13tli 
the  body  of  Lady  Newton,  of  Barrs  Court,  Kingswood,  was 
brought  in  for  interment  in  St.  Peter's  church,  where  her 
stately  monument  still  remains.  Her  son.  Sir  John  Newton, 
a  notorious  Cavalier,  having  invited  a  prodigious  number  of 
his  friends  to  the  funeral,  between  30C>  and  -KX)  armed  horse- 
men made  their  appearance,  and,  as  was  alleged,  endeavoured 
to  extinguish  the  torches  borne  by  retainers  along  the  route 
to  the  church.  During  the  procession,  probably  by  accident, 
a  haystack  standing  near  Castle  Ditch  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  No  disorder,  however,  occurred,  though  there  was 
scarcely  a  handful  of  troops  in  the  city,  and  most  of  the 
strangers  departed  after  the  ceremony.  The  incident  was. 
nevertheless  seized  by  Captain  Bishop,  one  of  the  defeated 
candidates,  to  excite  the  alarm  of  the  Government  and  to 
traduce  his  enemies  in  the  Corporation,  and  his  voluminous 
letters,  preserved  in  the  Tliurloe  State  Papers,  insist  that  a 
lioyalist  outbreak  had  been  designed,  and  that  the  civic 
body  was  disaffected  and  untrustworthy.  Tlie  Protector 
thought  it  advisable  to  order  an  inquiry  as  to  the  alleged 
plot,  and  the  City  Chamberlain  informed  Thurloe  a  few  days, 
later  that  the  allegations  of  Bishop,  whom  he  stigmatised 
as  a  viper,  had  been  utterl}'-  confuted.  This  assertion  was 
confirmed  by  a  letter  of  Cromwell  to  the  Ma3^or,  thanking 
the  Corporation  for  their  diligence. 

The  annual  order  of  the  justices  was  issued  in  February, 
prohibiting  cock-throwing  and  dog-tossing  on  Shrove  Tues- 
day ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whetlier  the  lower  classes  and 
the  'prentices  would  have  j^aid  much  regard  for  it  if  they 
could  have  foreseen  the  Royalist  outbreak  which  took  place 
a  few  days  later  in  Somerset  and  Wilts,  tragical  as  were  its 
results.  On  March  14th  the  Protector  issued  a  mandate 
addressed  to  the  Mayor,  the  Governor,  five  of  the  Aldermen, 
and  thirteen  other  Bristolians,  nominating  them  commis- 
sioners of  militia,  in  view  of  the  new  troubles  raised  by  the 
enemy,  "  now  robbing  and  plundering  the  people."  The 
rising  for  a  time  caused  great  alarm.  The  Corporation 
entered  into  an  "  engagement "  to  stand  by  the  Protector 
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with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  raised  a  large  body  of  troops, 
though  there  was  a  painful  lack  of  weapons,  engaged  scouts 
to  watch  the  hostile  movements,  and  equipped  a  small 
vessel,  ''  to  prevent  the  rebels  going  into  Wales,"  where 
they  had  many  sympathisers.  In  April,  though  the  revolt 
was  then  quelled,  the  Chamber,  thought  it  prudent  to  take 
permanent  precautions,  and  the  number  of  trained-band 
companies  was  increased  to  eight,  each  commanded  by  a 
captain  and  furnished  with  drums,  ensigns,  etc.  The  colours 
and  "  trophies  "  for  the  regiment  cost  £53.  x^t  the  close  of 
the  year  Major-General  Desbrowe  came  down  to  review  the 
regiment  (when  he  made  a  communication  to  the  Mayor,  of 
Avhich  more  will  presently  be  heard),  and  had,  according  to 
custom,  a  handsome  present  of  wine  and  sugar. 

Public  sympathy  was  much  excited  during  the  summer 
by  the  infamous  persecution  of  the  pious  Protestants  in 
Savoy.  A  local  sul)Scription  Avas  opened  for  their  relief, 
and  £270  were  speedily  collected.  The  sums  received  from 
the  various  parishes  indicate  the  localities  chiefly  favoured 
by  wealthy  citizens.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  donations 
sprang  from  six  districts,  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  contri- 
buting £04  ;  St.  AVerburgh,  £:U  ;  St.  Thomas,  £29 ;  St. 
Stephen,  £25 ;  St.  Leonard,  £17  ;  and  Christ  Church,  £15. 

Serjeant  AVhitelock  liaving,  at  length,  resigned  the 
recordership,  the  Council,  in  August,  elected  -Mr,  John 
Doddridge.  Although  he  held  the  office  only  three  years, 
the  new  Eecorder  seems  to  have  held  the  Corporation  in 
high  esteem,  for  by  his  will  he  bequeathed  them  two 
beautiful  pieces  of  plate,  which  still  embellish  the  banquets 
at  the  IMausion  lk)use. 

Tlie  civic  body  occasionally  olfered  hospitable  treatment 
to  a  "foreigner"  when  it  was  thought  possible  to  turn  him 
to  profitable  account.  One  John  Packer,  a  founder,  having 
petitioned  for  the  freedom,  a  committee  of  the  Council 
reported  in  August  that  "  he  might  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  inhabitants  in  the  way  of  his  profession,"  which  had  no 
representative  in  the  city,  and  he  was  consequently  offered 
enfranchisement  on  paying  40.s'.  within  a  twelvemonth. 

Indications  that  the  political  opinions  prevalent  in  the 
Common  Council  were  antagonistic  to  the  policy  of  Crom- 
well have  been  already  noted.  It  will  presently  be  seen 
that  the  hostility  was  dealt  with  in  the  favourite  fashion  of 
arbitrary  rulers.  In  the  meantime  an  amusing  note  may 
be  extracted  from  the  magisterial  records,  dated  August 
29th.      "  AVhcreas   on   the   information  of  several   persons 
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that  Eicliard  Jones,  coppersmith,  had  said  that  the  Mayor 
[the  versatile  John  Gonning,  now  serving-  a  second  time] 
Avas  a  Cavalier,  and  that  he  was  more  like  a  horse  or  an  ass 
than  a  mayor,  a  warrant  was  issued  against  him,  when  he 
refused  to  yield  obedience,  drew  his  sword,  and  endeavoured 
to  wound  the  otHcers,  and  was  of  uncivil  and  peremptory 
carriage  during  his  examination  :  ordered  that  he  be  com- 
mitted for  trial  at  the  quarter  sessions,  and  bo  imprisoned 
till  he  find  bail."  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  culprit 
was  an  old  Ironside,  many  of  whom,  by  order  of  Parliament, 
had  been  admitted,  notwithstanding  the  privileges  of  the 
incorporated  Companies,  to  trade  and  work  within  the  city. 

The  Council,  in  September,  passed  a  resolution  setting 
forth  that  the  old  custom  of  joining  in  prayer  before  pro- 
ceeding to  business  had  been  of  late  years  discontinued,  but 
that  thenceforth  Mr.  [Ralph]  Farmer,  a  godly,  able  minister, 
should  be  desired  to  pray  at  every  assembly  of  the  Chamber, 
and  that  £1()  a  year  should  be  given  him  for  his  pains. 
Except  on  a  single  previous  occasion,  there  is  no  evidence 
either  in  the  minute  or  the  audit  books  that  prayer  had  ever 
previously  been  a  preliminary  to  civic  debates.  (Mr. 
Farmer,  described  as  Chaplain  to  the  IVfayor  and  Aldermen, 
received  two  years'  salary  in  1<)57,  and,  which  is  somewhat 
renu'irkable,  was  paid  £30  more,  as  his  stipend  for  three 
years,  some  months  after  the  Restoration.)  At  the  same 
meeting,  a  Councillor  named  Henry  Roe,  having  absented 
himself  from  the  Chamber  for  a  twelvemonth,  was  fined 
(kv.  8d.  for  each  of  his  ten  defaults,  and  it  was  ordered  that 
the  money  should  be  recovered  by  distraint.  A  year  later, 
when  tlie  fini's  were  still  unpaid  and  ten  more  absences  were 
reported,  the  sum  of  Hi)  IH.s-.  Ad.  was  ordered  to  be  sued  for, 
but  the  Chamberlain  never  i-eceived  the'  money.  At  last 
Roe  was  fined  £50  and  dismissed  from  the  Chamber,  and 
after  another  long  delay  he  escaped  on  payment  of  £40. 
Roe  was  a  stout  Republican,  and  was  the  father  of  another 
intractable  man  of  whom  much  will  be  heard  hereafter. 

The  premises  originally  granted  for  the  boarding  and 
teaclnng  of  Whitson's  Bed  ]\[aids  being  found  insufficient 
and  inconvenient,  an  agreement  was  made  in  S'ejjtember 
between  the  Corporation  and  the  feoifees  of  the  charity,  by 
Avhich  the  latter  undertook  to  erect  new  school  buildings  on 
the  Council  granting  them  £f)0  per  annum  for  two  years. 
(The  new  hospital,  completed  in  1058,  ccst  £(;(;().)  A  few 
weeks  later,  the  Chamber  took  into  consideration  the  t-alary 
of  the  master  of  Queen  Ehzabeth's  Hospital,  which  was  only 


I 
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'     £7  10.    iuadditiontoboard  and  lodging,  and  increased  tlie 

/     ^^r  U^r^^nih^C  quarte.  sessions  tl^e  ^^t^vtion^  of  tl. 

^      ronrt  was  directed  to  the  frequent  presentation  of  complamtb 

-  I      bv   o-rlnd     uHes   as   to    the'  mischiefs   and  inconveniences 

i      arising      on     he  darkness  of  the  streets  diiruig  the  winter 

n  01  fe   owing  to  the  want  of  candles  and  lanterns  at  tie 

!        oors    of    the"  inhabitants.       A    recommendation    ot      he 

gre'ait  was  made  to  the  Corporation,  but  the  Chamber 

I       treated  it  witli  iiidifterence,  and  took  no  action  for  sevcial 

i       ^"S  maintenance  of  the  nightly  watch,  a  frequent  sojce 
■'       of  trouble  to  the  civic  authorities  was  f«^^^^<    ^^^^  ^ovembei 
to  a-aiii  need  reconsideration.     Many  compla  iits,  say  the 
Coi  W  m  nutes  being  made  of  the  inconsidcrableness  of  the 
waTcdi  it  svas  o^^^^^^^^^^  '27   men  should  be  summoned 

eveiT  nbit,  17   of  whom,  of  ability  of  body,  were  to  be 
S  rec^-iving  sixpence  a  head  per  nighty  fc.     he  wuite^ 

and  fourpence  for  the  ^^^\^^f  \^^l^-yf^^;^0\^  .^'  is  to  be 
TT.-:.iuino-  ten  were  "  to  watch  for  themselves  -—that  is  to  ue 
Cn  From  the  householders.  The  pay  o  the  hired  men 
was  to  be  raised  by  levying  sixpence  daily  <^^\^^^^^^  ^^^"^^^^^^^^ 
watching  citizens  in  turn,  out  of  which  money  the  two  night 
watcnm^  ^^^^_^  .nnepence  each,  and  tlie  overlookei  of 

hilling.     Two  councillors,  takmg  the  duty 


bellmen  were  to 
the  watch  one  si 


the  watch  one  sniiiing.  j-wu  ^^....^^^^^^-^^  -  iV^LHv  after 
in  rotation,  were  to  see  the  watchmen  'J^^^;^^^"^^ ^ 
which  four  of  the  ablest  guardians  of  ordei  ^^ero  to  eiitci 
nns  alehouses  an<l  hot-water  houses  and  turn  out  all 
p  ins  found  tippling  there  after  ten  ^f^^^l^T^^^^ 
Lnil  manv  householders  strove  to  evade  the  duty  imposec 
Z,n  h  m  Tn  November,  105H,  the  Council  gave  orders 
a     •      '    no   vfusing  to  Nv^tch,  or  to  pay  for  a  substitute 

person  of  the  night  of  his  service 

Outstanding  liabilities  dating  Irom  the  C  vil  ^Y'  ,,iit 
still  requentry  noted  in  the  corporate  minutes  a^id  audit 
tol^.  \n  November,  the  Cbaniberlam  .vas^dered  ^  ^ay 
Henrv  Creswick  £151),  a  sum  which  his  iathei    luui  ^^^^^}-^ 

Sr  Iq-aHou  during  the   ^^>y'}^^/'?^J^'Z ^.^'^ 
togetlK-r  witli  eleven  years'  interest.     In  1G50  the  Ketpei 
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Newgate  and  of  tlie  House  of  Correction  laid  liis  claims 
before  the  Council.  He  had  been  appointed  in  l(j-13  at  a 
salary  of  40  marks  a  year,  which  he  had  never  received,  and 
he  had  spent  £15  upon  repairs.  The  Chamber  ordered  that 
he  should  be  paid,  in  full  of  all  demands,  £33,  less  than 
one-tenth  of  the  promised  stipend,  the  repairs  being 
ignored  !  At  the  same  meeting  a  Councillor  who  had  laid 
out  £100  for  the  relief  of  the  Plague-stricken  in  1(345  was 
ordered  to  be  reimbursed.  In  l(J57-8  a  man  was  paid  £70 
for  pulling  down,  in  1G43,  the  windmill  which  then  stood  on 
the  site  of  the  Great  Port.  Finally,  in  1659,  Jonathan 
Blackwell,  a  wealthy  Councillor  and  wine  merchant  (after- 
wards an  Alderman  of  London),  received  £34  lO.v.  for  wine 
purchased  from  him  for  presentation  to  General  Fairfax, 
fourteen  years  before. 

Acting,  it  may  be  assumed,  under  the  directions  of  the 
Common  Council,  the  Chamberlain  about  this  time  stripped 
off  a  portion  of  the  leaden  roofing  of  the  cathedral.  As 
sermons  were  preached  on  Sundays  in  the  building,  the 
destruction  cannot  have  been  committed  on  that  part  of 
the  edifice  reserved  for  services.  Indeed,  a  contemporary 
annalist  expressly  states  that  the  devastation  was  confined 
to  the  cloisters  and  the  nave  (that  is,  the  transepts).  The 
Chamber  in  January,  1()5(),  rejjented  of  the  sacrilege,  and 
gave  orders  that  the  lead  '•  lately  taken  off  some  part  of  the 
cathedral  or  cloisters  "  should  be  sold,  and  the  purchase 
money  employed  in  necessary  repairs  of  the  fabric.  And  in 
October,  1658,  on  the  petition  of  the  sextoness,  who  sent 
in  an  account  of  her  disbursements  for  repairs,  the  Cham- 
berlain was  ordered  to  ]my  her  £77  8.s'.  ikl. 

At  this  period  much  of  tlui  gnrdm  ])roduce,  fisli,  poultay, 
butter  and  wood  fuel  consumed  in  the  city  was  bmught 
from  the  valley  of  the  Wye,  in  boats  caLed  wood-bushes, 
which  carried  back  considerable  qutmtities  of  domestic  and 
foreign  goods.  The  conditions  of  navigation  in  the  above 
river  were  therefore  of  importance  to  Bristol ians.  In  the 
State  Papers  for  Januar}^,  1656,  is  a  petition  of  the  Ma3^or 
and  Aldermen,  and  others  "  dee})ly  concerned  in  the  incom- 
modities  from  the  weirs  in  the  AVye."  These  annoyances, 
says  the  petition,  were  ordered  to  be  pulled  down  l)y  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  King  James,  but  were  kept  up  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Earl  of  "Worcester  and  others,  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  prayed  to  have  them  destroyed,  by  which  the 
river  might  be  made  everywhere  four  feet  deep,  "  and  thus 
would  carry  large  vessels."     Nothing  was  done  in  the  matter 
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/  until  1663,  when  an  Act  was  passed  empowering  tliree  men  to 
/  make  the  river  navigable,  and  to  levy  tolls  on  the  trade  carried 
j  on  in  boats  between  Bristol  and  Hereford.  The  promoters, 
-^  I  however,  were  unable  to  prosecute  the  undertaking.  In  1697 
I  another  Act  was  passed,  declaring  the  Wye  to  be  a  free 
I  river,  and  appointing  trustees  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
;  the  previous  statute,  to  borrow  £16, (KH)  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  impose  a  rate  upon  the  county  of  Hereford  to  meet 
the  outlay  on  the  works. 
.  ;  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  visit  of  Major-General 
j  Desbrowe  to  the  city  about  New  Year's  Da}'-,  in  connection 
with  the  trained  bands.  On  February  13th,  this  formidable 
official,  in  whom  the  government  of  the  district  was  prac- 
tically vested,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Maj^or,  reminding 
his  worsliip  that,  whilst  in  Bristol,  the  writer  had  directed 
him  to  advise  three  of  the  aldermen — Galjriel  Sherman, 
John  Locke  and  George  Knight — to  tender  a  resignation  of 
their  offices,  they  being  in  no  measure  qualified  for  their 
])Osition  on  the  public  stage,  whilst  their  retentioii  of  it  could 
not  tend  to  the  repntation  or  honour  of  the  city.  (Accord- 
ing to  Desbrowe's  letter  to  the  Protector,  in  the  State  Papers," 
this  step  had  been  taken  in  consequence  of  the  information 
of  "some  honest  people"  that  the  aldermen  in  question 
were  "retaining  their  old  malignant  principles  and  uphold- 
ing the  loose  and  profane,")  The  General  now  renewed 
his  request,  and  desired  tlie  impeached  aldermen  to' be  told 
that,  if  they  would  not  voluntaril}'-  resign,  he  must  take  a 
■course  that  would  not  Htand  with  their  credit,  as  no  persons 
scandalous  in  their  lives  or  enemies  to  the  Comnionwealth 
could  be  sntfered  in  ])laces  of  trust.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
missive  a  meeting  of  tlio  Court  of  Aldermen  was  convened 
for  February''  iSth,  when,  "  in  juirsuance  of  the  aforesaid 
letter,"  the  three  proscribed  gentlemen  "  by  writing  under 
their  hands  and  seals  requested  to  be  discharged  from  tlieir 
places,"  forasmuch  through  age  and  weakness  of  body  and 
other  infirmities,  "  they  were  unable  to  fulfil  their  duties  in 
a  proper  manner  "  ;  and  the  Court,  "  taking  the  same  into 
consideration,"  at  once  accepted  their  resignation.  The  plea 
was  truthful  in  the  case  of  Alderman  Knight,  who  Avas  86 
years  of  age,  but  his  two  colleagues  were  much  younger  men. 
The  Mayor  communicated  the  result  to  General  Desbrowe, 
adding  that  the  displaced  dignitaries  had  offered  to  resign 
when  his  disapproval  had  been  first  made  known  to  them, 
and  that  the  writer  would  faithfully  jjerform  any  further 
commands.     The  vacancies  were  not  filled  until  the  follow- 
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ing  September,  wlien  a  fourth  seat  was  void  tlirougli  deatli. 
The  new  aldermen  were  Richard  Baiman,  Arthur  Farmer, 
"Walter  Sandy  and  Edward  Tyson,  all  stanch  Cromwellians. 

In  the  State  Papers  of  this  year  are  numerous  letters 
addressed  to  Secretary  Nicholas,  the  exiled  King's  minister, 
then  living  at  Cologne,  by  various  spies  and  correspondents 
in  England,  showing  that  Royalist  conspiracies  for  a  revolt 
were  then  rife   in   many  districts.       A  man  named  Ross 
informed   Nicholas  in  February  that  1,000   foot   and   5(H) 
horse  had  been  promised  in  Gloucestershire,  of  whom  two- 
thirds   would    be    raised    in   Bristol.      In   April    the   same 
emissary  made  the  preposterous  assertion  that  3,0(K^  men 
were  ready  in  Bristol,  and  were  well   furnished    for   the 
field,   but  that  the  King's  friends  would  not  settle  there, 
preferring  to  be  nearer  to  Gloucester,  where  they  had  1,CK,K) 
men.    A  little  later  there  is  a  note  of  ofl'ers  made  to  a  royal 
agent  by  two  persons,  whose  names  are  given  in  initials, 
promising  to  aj)pear  in  Bristol   at   twenty  days'  warning 
with  3,(KJ0  men,  armed,  and  arms  for  2,(KK)  more.     "  There 
are    many  prisoners  there,  but  only  GO  soldiers,   and   not 
meat  for  one  meal."     The  same  persons  were  also  ready  to 
surprise  Gloucester,  having  r)(X)  men  in  the  city  and  GOO  to 
assist  them  at  the  Gates,  and  then  both  towns  could  "quickly 
be  made  tenable."     The  King's  agent  was  afterwards  in- 
formed by  these  enthusiasts  that  they  could  increase  their 
troops' to  G,0r)O.     Another  letter,  apparently  of  a  later  date, 
is  amongst  the  Clarendon  MSS,  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 
The  writer   asserted  that  if  the  King  efiected  a  landing 
IVfajor  W.  G.  would  have  1,4(K)  men  in  readiness  to  march 
from  Bristol  within  four  days,  besiiles  nn\ny  who  woukl  be 
left   io  gninxi   the  town  an<l  fort  (!),   whilst   the   gates  of 
Gloucester  would   be  opened  by  I).  F.  to  Colonel  V.,  who 
Avas  assured  of  the  assistance  of  GlK)  "  malcoutented  tobacco 
planters."     At  Shepton  ]\lallet,  again,  BOO  men  were  ready 
to  join  with  Bristol,  and  in  three  days  the  force  there  would 
number  G,(K)0.      Though    the  figures  are  obviously  much 
exaggerated,  the  statements  as  clearly  indicate  the  smoth- 
ered   hostility    of    nuiDy    men    towards    the   existing   des- 
lK)tism. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  JMarch  a  lengthy  ordinance 
was  passed  for  the  instruction  of  the  deputy-aldermen, 
officials  who,  though  established  by  ancient  custom,  had 
never  been  properly  made  acquainted  with  the  duties  of 
their  position.  Their  chief  functions,  it  is  stated,  were  to 
perambulate  the  wards  on  Sunday,  and  to  suj^press  every 
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visible  sign. of  profane  desecration  of  tlie  "  Sabbatli."  To 
strike  terror  in  evil-doers  the  deputies  were  also  to  see  that 
a  pair  of  stocks  was  provided  in  every  parish  "  as  formerly." 
This  arrangement  for  the  promotion  of  Sabbatarianism  being- 
deemed  insufficient,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  six  fit  men 
as  marshals,  who  were  to  inform  against  children  playing 
in  the  street,  ships  passing  up  and  down  the  river,  women 
drawing  water  from  the  conduits,  and  men  rambling  in  the 
fields  during  sermon  time. 

In  tlie  general  reconstruction  of  the  buildings  within  the 
Castle  Precincts  the  ancient  royal  apartments  referred  to 
in  a  previous  page  were  to  a  large  extent  swept  away.  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  great  Militar}'-  House,  with  some 
gardens,  was  granted  on  lease  to  the  (Jhamberlain.  Another 
part,  which  had  been  occupied  by  Captain  Watson,  with 
other  gardens,  passed  in  the  same  way  to  John  Knowles, 
the  cathedral  minister,  who  afterwards  transferred  his  estate 
to  Thomas  Goldney,  a  prosperous  Quaker  grocer  living  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Permission  was  granted  to  these  lessees 
to  take  stone  for  building  ]mrposes  out  of  the  wall  originally 
surrounding  the  Castle.  But  the  most  interesting  feature 
of  the  documents  is  the  mention  of  an  ancient  chapel  that 
had  stood  to  the  east  of  the  state  apaitments,  and  was  j)r(j- 
bably  entered  by  a  still  existing  Early  English  porch. 
Another  of  the  corporate  grants  of  the  year  was  a  lease 
to  the  Sword-bearer  of  the  Gate-house  and  ledge  in  the  late 
Great  Fort,  supposed  by  some  writers  to  have  been  once 
occupied  by  Prince  llupert,  and  unquestionably  the  dwell- 
ing of  Mr.  Seyer,  the  historia)i,  at  the  beginniiig  of  the 
nineteenth  century, 

Down  to  this  time  the  roadway  frcm  Lawford's  Gate  to 
the  cit}^,  through  the  Old  j\farket,  was  an  un(lulating  un- 
■paved  track,  the  condition  of  which,  after  heavy  rain,  was 
on  a  par  with  that  of  the  sloughy  highways  in  the  rural 
districts.  The  Council  were  informed  in  May  that  the  in- 
habitants of  "Philip's"  were  making  endeavours  to  level 
and  pitch  the  thoroughfare,  and  the  undertaking  being- 
deemed  "very  much  to  the  honour  of  the  city,  and  com- 
modious for  travellers,"  they  were  granted  permission  to 
take  as  much  as  they  thought  fit  of  the  stones  and  rubble 
out  of  the  Castle  (thereby  relieving  the  Corporation  of  a 
nuisance),  whilst  ganleners  and  others  using  the  road  were 
ordered  to  assist  in  levelling  it,  and  the  scavenger  was 
directed  to  carry  out  a  large  part  of  the  rubbish  from  the 
town  for  the  same  purpose.     At  the  gaol  delivery  in  Sep- 
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tember  tlie  parish  petitioned  for  relief,  stating  that  the 
householders,  though  taxed  to  the  utmost,  could  not  com- 
plete the  Avork  unless  helped  to  the  extent  of  £200 ;  where- 
upon the  Council,  seldom  unwilling  to  be  charitable  out  of 
other  people's  pockets,  ordered  £100  to  be  levied  at  once  upon 
the  whole  city,  and  promised  more  from  the  same  source  if 
the  gift  proved  insufhcient. 

An  order  was  received  in  August  from  the  Council  of 
State  respecting  a  frigate  callei-l  the  Royal  James,  sent 
out  by  the  "  enemj'-,"  which  had  attempted  to  capture  the 
Bristol  ship  Recovery,  but  had  not  only  been  beaten  off 
with  great  loss  of  life  by  the  latter,  but  was  captured  her- 
self and  brought  as  a  prize  into  this  port,  with  twenty-seven 
prisoners.  The  captain  and  creAv  of  the  Recovery  were 
granted  the  frigate  as  a  reward  for  their  valour,  and  diet 
money  at  the  rate  of  4d.  per  head  daily  was  ordered  for  the 
support  of  the  vanquished  sailors. 

An  election  for  members  of  Parliament  took  place  on 
August  20th,  when  Robert  Aldwortli,  Town  Clerk,  was 
again  returned,  in  conjunction  Avith  the  Recorder,  John  Dod- 
dridge, who  was  also  chosen  for  Devon.  Barrett  states  that 
the  latter  was  displaced,  and  that  General  Desbrowe  was 
nominated  in  his  room  ;  but  Desbrowe  was  already  elected 
for  Somerset,  G  loucester,  and  two  other  constituencies,  and 
there  is  other  evidence  that  the  statement  is  without  foun- 
dation."  In  fact,  upon  Doddridge's  death,  earl}^  in  l<io7, 
■Alderman  Miles  Jackson  was  chosen  M.P.  in  his  place. 
The  Common  Council  seems  to  have  been  reminded  by  the 
election  that  the  "  wages  "  of  the  members  in  the  Parliament 
of  1()54  were  still  unpaid,  and  ]\[essrs  Aldworth  and  Jackson 
were  voted  £;")()  each  for  ir)0  ihiys'  service.  Subsequently 
Aldworth  received  £l;j<S  (including  some  arrears)  and 
Alderman  Jackson  £7)3  for  attending  the  Parliament  of 
1(356-7. 

Schemes  for  effecting  a  communication  between  London 
and  Bristol  by  means  of  a  canal  to  unite  the  Thames  with 
the  Avon  were  laid  before  the  Protector  during  the  3'ear, 
and  the  citizens  of  Bath  at  the  same  time  revived  their 
proposal  for  im})roving  the  navigation  of  the  Avon  (see 
p.  71).  The  Corporation  of  Bristol  looked  askance  on  both 
these  designs,  the  mercantile  interest  being  strongly  opposed 
to  any  competition  with  the  shipping  trade  ;  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Council  reported  in  October  that  they  would 
tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  city,  Avhen  Mr.  Aldworth,  M.P., 
Avas  desired  to  obstruct  the  projectors  in  seeking  to  secure 
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the  approval  of  Parliament.  Both  the  plans  -were  soon 
afterwards  abandoned.  The  Thames  and  Avon  canal 
scheme  was  revived  in  16G2  by  one  Francis  Mathew,  who 
seems  to  have  met  with  opposition  from  the  landowners 
on  the  proposed  route.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  project  was 
read  a  first  time  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  April  l-ith, 
1G68,  but  made  no  further  progress. 

Josias  Clutterbuck,  grocer,  was  elected  one  of  the  Sheriff's 
on  September  15th,  but  declined  to  serve.  A  fine  of  £300 
was  imposed  for'  the  contumacy,  and  upon  his  refusal  to 
pay  he  was  exj^elled  from  the  Council,  and  threatened  with 
prosecution  at  law.  Then  the  Chamber  relented,  reduced 
the  fine  to  £150,  and  postponed  legal  proceedings.  At 
last,  two  years  later,  Clutterbuck  brought  in  the  money, 
disclaiming  any  want  of  respect,  but  pleading  losses  and 
family  troubles;  whereupon  the  Council  returned  him  £75, 
"  which  he  received  very  thankfully." 

The  Corporation  made  another  unlucky  purchase  of  church 
property  at  this  time.  The  Chamberlain  records  the  matter 
.as  follows: — "Paid  to  the  trustees  for  the  sale  of  Dean  and 
Chapter  lands,  for  the  purchase  of  £(>  3.*?.  4:d.  per  annum 
(issuing)  out  of  Stockland  to  the  Church  of  Wells,  £G8." 
The  Chapter  of  course  recovered  their  fee-farm  rent  at  the 
Restoration.  ' 

An  almost  incredible  spectacle,  ins])ired  by  religious 
fanaticism,  was  presented  to  tlie  citizens  on  October  '24th. 
The  first  visit  of  a  Quaker  enthusiast  named  James  Nayler, 
and  his  departure  to  the  AVestern  counties,  have  been  already 
reported.  During  his  wanderings  in  Devonshire  his 
faiiatii'ism  unqu(\'^tionably  developetl  into  absolute  insanity, 
and  lu'  vi'hemontly  asserted  himself  ti)  bo  a  re-incarnation 
of  Christ.  That  he  should  have  fallen  into  mental  deranire- 
ment  was  no  uncommon  incident  in  that  time  of  morbid 
religious  excitement.  The  extraordinary  fact  is  that  he 
communicated  his  delirium  to  many  of  his  admirers, 
especially  to  several  women,  some  of  whom  openly  wor- 
shipped him  as  superhuman.  On  his  return  journey  through 
the  towns  in  Somerset,  accompanied  by  a  part  of  his  strange 
flock,  his  path  was  strewn  with  garments  and  tokens  of 
thanksgiving,  and  the  streets  resounded  with  shouts  of 
"  Eosannah."  On  departing  from  Bedminster  for  Bristol  on 
the  24th,  a  procession  was  formed  on  that  part  of  the  road 
reserved  for  carts,  where,  says  an  observant  spectator,  the 
mud  reached  to  the  knees  of  the  impassioned  pedestrians ; 
and  Nayler,  on  horseback,  was  escorted  by  his  friends  into 


270  THE    ANNALS    OF    BRISTOL  [1G5G 

the  city  amidst  singing  and  screams  of  rejoicing.  Soon 
after  he  had  reached  the  White  Lion  Inn,  in  Broad  Street, 
the  scandalised  magistrates  gave  orders  for  the  arrest  of  all 
the  strangers,  and  on  the  following  day  they  were  examined 
at  the  Tolzey,  where  Nayler  repeatedly  proclaimed  his 
Messianic  character,  whilst  one  of  his  female  adorers 
positively  asserted  that  two  days  after  her  death  he  had 
restored  her  to  life.  Somewhat  perplexed  as  to  how  to  deal 
with  the  fanatics,  the  magistrates  forwarded  a  copy  of  the 
examinations  to  Mr.  Akhvorth,  M.P.,  for  the  consirleration 
of  Parliament.  The  resnlt  was  an  Order  of  the  House  for 
the  removal  of  the  prisoners  to  London,  to  which  they  de- 
]3arted  on  November  10th.  The  Corporation  found  horses 
for  the  company,  the  hire  of  which  cost  .4!!  lOx.  ;  but  the 
Government  paid  the  expenses  of  the  journe}'-,  amounting  to 
£.'57.  The  case  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  Commons, 
who  repeatedly  examined  the  l)arty,  and  took  further  evi- 
dence, Avhile  the  reverence  of'  Na3der's  companions  towards 
his  person  continued  unabated.  After  a  long  enquir}'-,  the 
committee  reported  tliat  all  the  charges  of  blasphemy  were 
])roved,  after  which,  the  House,  forsaking  public  business, 
deliberated  for  no  less  than  thirteen  days  upon  the  punish- 
ment to  be  inflicted.  A  motion  that  Nayler  should  suiter 
death  as  a  grand  impostor  and  blasphemous  deceiver  was 
negatived  by  the  narrow  majority  of  9(3  against  8"2. 
Finall}'',  on  December  17th,  it  was  resolved  that  the  hapless 
maniac  should  be  exposed  for  two  hours  in  the  pillory  at 
Westminster,  and  for  the  same  time  in  London,  after  being 
whipped  from  one  city  to  the  other  ;  that  lie  should  have 
his  tongue  bored  through  with  a  red-hot  iron,  and  his  fore- 
head bratuled  with  the  letter  B  ;  that  he  should  then  be  sent 
to  Jiristol,  where  he  was  to  ride  through  the  streets  on  a 
bare-backed  horse  and  be  publicly  whipped,  and  that  he 
should  then  be  carried  back  to  London  and  kept  in  solitary 
confinement,  debarred  the  use  of  pen  and  paper,  and  com- 
])elled  to  earn  his  food  by  hard  labour,  until  Parliament 
thought  fit  to  release  him.  It  does  not  appear  that  a  single 
voice  was  raised  in  the  House  against  the  inhumanity  of  the 
sentence.  In  the  State  Papers  is  a  letter  of  a  Royalist  to 
Secretary  Williamson  reporting  the  case,  adding: — "The 
Protector  wrote  a  letter  for  some  moderation,  but  the  House 
would  not  hearken  to  it."  Many  of  those  who  concurred  in 
the  judgment  doubtless  lulled  their  consciences  by  pleading 
the  urgent  complaints  against  the  misconduct  of  the  new 
sect  Avhich  were  addressed  to  the  House  from  various  counties 
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from  Nortliumbsrland  to  Cornwall,  the  Corporation  of  Bristol 
especially  denouncing  Nayler  as  a  ringleader  of  the  zealots, 
and  clamouring  for  relief  from  "the  insolencies    of   tliese 
])eople,  that  so  the  reproach,   not  only  of  this  city,  but  of 
the  whole  nation,   may  be  rolled  away."     Public  opinion, 
however,  was  shocked  at  the  prolonged  barbarity  uf  the  pro- 
posed punishment,  for  after  the  culprit  had  stood  once  in  the 
pdlory,   and   been  brought  to   the  verge  of  death   by   the 
mflichon  of  310  lashes,  a  petition  for  the  remission  of  the 
remaining  horrors,  signed  by  Governor  Scrope,  of  Bristol, 
and  many  eminent  persons,  was  presented  to  the  Commons 
by  an  influential  deputation.    It  was  nevertheless  unsuccess- 
ful.    The  second  pillory  exhibition,  Avith  the  tongue-boring 
and  brow-branding  tortures,  took  place  on  December  '27tli^ 
and  it  Avas  noted  as  significant  of  the  feeling  of  even  the 
populace,   of    Avliom    many  thousands    Avere    present,     that 
instead  of  the  suiferer  being  reviled  or  pelted  Avith  missiles 
the  spectators  uncovered  their  heads  Avhen  the  red-hot  irons 
did  their  Avork.     As   for  Nayler's  devotees  (avIio  appear  to 
have  been  all  discharged),  they  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to   manifest    their    unshaken    faith.       An    en- 
thusiast named  Eich,  as  insane  as  liis   idol,  placed  a  paper 
over  the  victim's  head,  inscribed  "  This  is  tlie  King  of  the 
Jews."    Nayler's  entrance  into  Bristol  took  place  on  January 
17th,  1657,  Avhen  tlie  Keeper  of  NcAvgate  received  orders  to 
have  the  jn-isoner  tied  on  horseback,  Avith  his   face  to  the 
tail,   and   thus  led   from   LaAvford's  Gate  to  the  Tolzey,  and 
thence  over  the  Bridge  to  Redcliif  Gate.     Navlcr  Avas  then  to 
alight  and  Avalk  to  the  market-place  in  Tliomas  Street,  Avliere 
ho  Avas  to  bo   stripj^ed,   tied    to  a   carthorse,   and    Avhippcd; 
Jio    Avas    next    to    walk    to    the    south    end    of    the    Bridge^ 
Avhere  he  Avas  to  be  again  Avhi])])ed  ;  and  f(mr  more  lashiiig-s 
Avere  to  be  administered  at  the  north  end  of  the  Bridge,  in 
High  Street,  at  the  Tolzey,  and  finally  in  Broad  Street,'  he 
being  all  the  Avhile  tied  to  the  horse's  tail.      Lastly,   his 
clothes  Avere  to  be  throAvn  over  Jdm  in  Tailors'  Court,  and  he 
Avas  to  be  carried   to  NcAvgate  "  by  ToAver  Lane,' the  back 
Avay."     These  instructions  Avere  punctually  carried  out,  but 
a    contemporary    pamphleteer    complained    that    an    ugly 
Quaker  oopporsmitli  Avas  suffered  to  hold  back  the  l^adTe's 
i\nu  ov.viv.i:  fi-.e  ^v!.■.pJ^r.■g■^.     Tr.r.ugr.v.v.i  tlie  pro^'eeding<  the 
madman  Rich  rode  before  the  prisoner  singing  "  Hoi}",  holj^," 
etc.     After  his  wounds  A\^ere  healed  in  prison,  Nayier  Avas 
taken  back  to  London,  Avhere  he  Avas  imprisoned  for  some 
time.      Subsequently    he   resided  permanently   in   Bristol, 
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apparently  delivered  from  liis  mental  distemper,  and  it  is 
asserted  that  at  a  meeting  of  tlie  local  Quakers  he  made  a 
recantation  of  his  errors,  and  apologized  for  the  offence  he 
had  given  to  the  society. 

As  may  be  supposed,  his  persecution  gave  rise  to  a  cloud 
of  polemical  pamphlets,  the  writers  of  which  vied  Avith  each 
other  in  scattering  insults  and  invectives.  One  of  the  most 
furious,  entitled '•  The  Quaker's  Jesus,"  was  written  by  a 
Bristol  tanner  and  leading  Presbyterian,  William  Grigge, 
who  was  so  anxious  to  disseminate  his  tract  that  he  an- 
nounced "  there  are  a  store  of  them  in  Bristol,  to  be  sold  at 
Nicholas  Jordan's  for  three  farthings  a  piece."  The  Avriter, 
not  content  with  charging  the  Quakers  with  drunkenness, 
blasphemy  and  murder,  attacked  the  Baptists  and  other  sects 
with  equal  virulence,  and  conjured  Parliament  to  silence  all 
"  soul-infecting  parsons,"  and  to  compel  every  one,  however 
unwilling,  to  conform  to  Presbyterianism.  This  intolerant 
rant  provoked  a  reply,  entitled  '•  Rabshakeh's  Outrage  Ee- 
proved  ;  or,  A  AVhip  for  AVilliam  Grigge  ...  to  Scourge 
him  for  many  notorious  Lies,"  etc.,  Avhich  from  its  references 
to  local  events  was  probably  also  ])enned  by  a  Bristolian. 

A  singular  intervention  of  tlie  Corporation  in  a  business 
entirel}^  beyond  its  sj)liere  is  recorded  in  October,  1G5G.. 
Information  having  been  obtained  that  certain  private  per- 
sons were  applying  to  the  Govern,ment  to  increase  the- 
number  of  wine  licenses  allowed  in  the  city,  it  was  resolved 
that  Mr.  Aldworth,  M.P.,  should  solicit  the  grant  oi  four 
additional  licenses  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  raising  the 
number  to  sixteen,  "  which  are  as  many  as  the  city  can  well 
bear,"  and  should  exert  himself  to  hinder  the  concession  of  any 
grants  to  other  people.  The  Town, Clerk's  success  in  the 
affair  exceeded  the  hopes  of  the  Council,  which  was  apprised 
in  November  that  six  new  licenses  had  been  obtained  for 
the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  civic  body.  Six  Councillors 
were  thereui)on  nominated  to  take  out  the  licenses  in  their 
own  names,  they  in  the  first  place  undertaking  to  transfer 
them  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Chamber.  The  State  received 
£13  <),s'.  Sd.  yearly  for  each  document,  but  the  Council  dis- 
posed of  them  at  £20  a  piece,  making  a  clear  profit  oii  the 
transaction  of  £iU  a  year.  There  were  numerous  petitioners. 
for  the  licenses,  and  one  of  the  six  successful  applicants  was 
Mr.  Sheriff  Vickris. 

"  This  year,"  notes  a  contemporary  annalist,  "  the  bowling- 
green  in  the  Marsh  "—which  had  been  destroyed  when  bat- 
teries were  formed  there  prior  to  the  siege  of  1643—"  was- 
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new  made  and  walled-in,  in  tlie  place  where  formerly  it  was  ; 
moneys  being  given  by  several  townsmen."  There  was 
another  bowling  green  in  the  Castle  Precincts,  a  new  lease 
of  which  was  granted  by  the  Corporation  in  1657.  Anew 
lease  of  the  Marsh  bowling  green,  which  had  been  furnished 
with  a  lodge  for  the  entertainment  of  bowlers,  was  granted 
in  June,  IGGO,  at  a  rent  of  £12  yearly.  _  The  place  had  then 
become  a  favourite  resort  of  wealthy  citizens,  and  continued 
popular  until  the  close  of  the  century. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  January  7th,  1657,  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  setting  forth  that  an  Act  of  Parliament 
formerly  obtained  for  the  maintenance  of  preaching  minis- 
tors  in  the  city  (see  p.  227)  had,  through  the  death  of 
several  of  the  commissioners  and  various  defects,  become 
unworkable  ;  and  requesting  Mr.  Aldworth,  M.P.,  to  make 
efforts  for  obtaining  another  and  more  efficient  measure. 
At  another  meeting,' on  April  1st,  it  was  determined  that,_  as 
the  parish  of  St.  Ewen  contained  only  twenty-two  families, 
and  as  the  church,  which  had  no  provision  for  a  minister, 
was  separated  from  two  other  churches  only  by  tlie  breadth 
of  a  street,  while  there  was  great  want  of  a  library  in  the 
city  for  public  use,  Mr.  Aldworth  should  be  desired  to  use  his 
best  endeavours  to  jjrocure  an  Act  fur  vesting  the  building 
i-n  the  Corporation  for  a  library  or  other  public  purpose. 
An  Act  by  which  both  these  proposals  were  sanctioned  was 
passed  during  the  session.  By  this  statute  the  taxes  on  real 
property  and  on  trade  stocks,  authorized  in  1650,  were  re- 
imposed,  and  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  other  commissioners 
were  empowered  either  to  distrain  for  their  recovery,  or  to 
sue  defaulters  in  the  local  Courts  for  double  the  unpaid  rate. 
As  to  St.  Ewen's,  the  j)arisli  was  annexed  to  that  of  All 
Saints,  and  the  commissioners  received  power  to  convert  the 
cliurch  into  a  public  library.  The  fate  of  this  enactment 
resembled  that  of  its  forerunner.  In  October,  a  few  weeks 
after  it  had  received  the  Protector's  assent,  the  Council  drew 
up  lengthy  resolutions  with  a  view  to  carry  it  out.  The 
cathedral  and  the  churches  of  St.  Lfark,  St.  Augustine,  and 
St.  Michael  were  united  into  one  parish  ;  St.  Werburgh's 
was  united  to  St.  Leonard's  ;  All  Saints'  to  St.  Ewen's ; 
Christ  Church  to  St.  John's  ;  and  St.  Maryleport  to^  St. 
Peter's  ;  but  the  existing  ministers  were  to  continue  m  oi^ce, 
and  all  the  churches  were  to  be  maintained.  The  sum  to 
be  levied  from  each  parish  was  as  follows  :— St.  Augustine's, 
£30,  and  St.  Michael's,  £20  =  £50  ;  St.  Werburgh's,  £50,  and 
St.  Leonard's,  £35  =  £85  ;  All  Saints',  £50,  and  St.  Ewen's, 
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£20-  £70  ;  Christ  Cliurcli,  £()5,  and  St.  Jolin's,  £55  =  i:  120 ; 
St.  _ Maryleport,  £3(;,  and  St.  Peter's,  £60  =  £i>(i.  In  the 
])arishes  remaining  independent,  St.  James'  was  to  contri- 
Imte  £50,  St.  Thomas',  £120,  Temple,  £-4-8,  Redcliff,  £4(1,  St. 
Philip's -and  Castle  Precincts,  £2(»,  St.  Stephen's,  £l)(i,  and 
St.  Nichohis',  £120.  The  Council  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  delegate  the  power  of  taxation  to  the  imrochial  ves- 
tries, which  Avere  requested  to  meet  and  assess  their  propor- 
tions as  they  thought  fit,  with  a  view  to  the  rate  being 
^-  submitted  to  cheerfully  "  ;  and  in  order  that  the  ministers 
might  be  acceptable  to  the  people,  it  was  promised  tliat  each 
parish  should  choose  its  minister,  provided  it  nominated  an 
ordained  person  or  a  member  of  a  university.  These  pro- 
posals did  not  allay  public  hostility.  In  March,  l(i5S,  a 
committee  that  had  been  appointed  to  carry  out  the  al)Ove 
scheme  reported  that  they  had  jn'epared  an  assessment  for 
•each  parish,  but  that  the  vestrymen  had  withheld  their 
approval.  They  had  then  sent  for  three  inhabitants  of  each 
parish  to  assist  in  making  a  rate,  but  had  met  with  a 
general  refusal.  The  Corporation  nevertheless  resolved  to 
proceed,  and  directed  the  committee  to  reconsider  the  pro- 
posed assessments  and  to  return  them  for  final  confirmation. 
A  long  delay  followed,  and  in  September,  when  a  rate  had 
been  im])osed,  apj)arently  with  little  success,  the  Council, 
alleging  the  insufficienc}^  of  the  ministers'  incomes,  votcnl 
£100  a  year  for  their  ''  better  inaintenahce  and  eiicourage- 
ment,"  but  ordered  the  grant  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  rates. 
Out  of  this  vote,  £80  were  divided  equally  annaigst  four 
men — John  Paul,  minister  of  St.  James's;  Henry  Jones,  of 
St,  Stephen's;  Ralph  Parmer,  of  St.  Nicholas'  ;  and  Eilwanl 
ilancoi-k,  of  St.  Philip's.  The  last-named  had  held  the 
appointment  onl^'-  a  fortnight,  and,  in  viow  of  the  above  dis- 
<|ualification  of  unordained  persons,  the  story  in  Walker's 
■'Sufferings  of  the  Clergy"  as  to  Hancock  haA'ing  been 
a  menial  servant  when  appointed  seems  very  untrust- 
worthy. 

The  Council  of  State,  in  March,  l(i57,  issued  an  order  for 
the  payment  of  £40  per  annum  to  Thomas  Ewens,  minister 
of  "  a  church  "  at  Bristol,  with  permission  for  him  and  his 
congregation  to  freely  use  "Leonard's  church  "  fomdigious 
services.  The  congregation  in  question  was  the  original 
Dissenting  liodj^  whose  history  has  been  preserved  in  the 
''Broadmead  Records,"  the  writer  of  which  states  that  Mr. 
Ewehs  was  induced  to  come  to  the  city  l)y  the  magistrates, 
and  that  he  preached  for  some  years  in  St.  Nicholas,  Christ 
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Cliurcli,and  Maryleport  cliurclies.  If  AValker's  "  Sufferings  " 
is  to  be  believed,  this  minister  was  by  trade  a  tailor,  lu 
June,  1()58,  the  Common  Conneil,  on  the  petition  of  the 
parishioners  of  Christ  Church,  approved  of  a  Mr.  Till-x^dams 
as  a  preacher  in  tluit  church,  and,  "  as  much  as  in  tliem 
lay,"  presented  him  to  the  living  (from  which  the  legal  iu- 
cumljent,  Mr.  Standfast,  had  been  expelled  several  years 
before). 

At  this  period  the  extremely  contrac-ted  dimensions  of 
tlie  Tolzey  and  Council  House,  constructed  about  a  cen- 
tury earlier  upon  the  site  of  the  S(Uitli  aisle  of  the  little 
church  of  St.  Ewen,  must  have  been  a  constant  source  of 
inconvenience  to  the  Corporation,  and  their  desire,  just  re- 
corded, to  convert  the  cliurch  itself  into  a  library,  instead 
of  appropriating  it  for  a  much-needed  extension  of  the  civic 
premises,  is  not  a  little  extraordinary.  The  Council,  how- 
ever, had  contented  itself  with  purcliasing  an  adjacent 
private  house,  standing  at  the  corner  of  Broad  Street  and 
ihvii  Street,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  additional  elbow 
room  by  its  demolition,  but  tlie  old  embarrassments  caused 
by  the  Civil  AVar  still  impedeil  the  improvement.  In  con- 
sequence, whenever  the  Council  assmnbled  in.  full  ft)rce  and 
delegates  came  in  with  petitions,  the  city  olHcials  were 
unable  to  find  standing  room  inside  the  House.  Adopting 
a  pitiful  expedient  for  relief,  the  (Jhamber,  in  March,  l(i.")7, 
ordered  that  the  stalls  of  some  stocking-makei's,  luiddled 
against  the  walls  of  Christ  Church,  should  be  svve])t  awa}', 
and  the  S(dlers  forbidden  to  (;ongregate  there,  in  order  that 
space  might  be  provided  for  the  ]\[ayor's  and  Sheriffs' 
retinue  ''to  wait  upon  the  ^Mayor  and  Aldermen  u]^on  meet- 
ing days." 

At  (hea,bove  mcH-ting,  a  le(.ter  was  read  frovi  the  legal 
advisers  of  the  Chamber  in  refei'ence  to  the  four  attorneys 
allowed  to  practise  in  the  local  (/ourts.  The  document 
stated  that  one  of  these  favouretl  })ersons  was  also  practis- 
ing in  the  Courts  at  Westminster,  causing  his  frequent 
absence  from  the  city,  to  the  detriment  of  his  clients  ;  and 
the  writers  advised  that  he  should  be  ordered  to  abandon 
liis  business  in  London.  It  was  further  suggested  that,  as 
another  of  tlie  attorneys  was  "  very  unserviceable,"  he. 
sliould  be  dispensed  with  in  favour  of  an  efficient  practitioner, 
but  that,  for  the  encouragement  of  ingenious  persons,  it  was 
not  desirable,  that  more  than  four  attorneys  should  be  ad- 
mitted. The  Chamber  approved  of  all  these  recommenda- 
tions, the  unserviceable  gentleman  being  removed,  another 
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elected,  and  the  third  man  threatened  with  dismissal  nnless 
he  confined  himself  to  local  business.  The  Corporation  were 
always  jealous  of  the  superior  Courts.  An  ordinance  of 
1576  imposed  a  fine  of  £10  on  anj'  burgess  sueing  a  fellow 
freeman  except  in  the  Mayor's  or  Sheriffs'  Court,  and  the 
penalty  had  been  enforced  against  an  offender  only  a  few 
weeks  before  the  above  meeting. 

The  bribing  of  influential  personages  for  the  promotion 
of  corporate  designs  had  not  been  extinguished  by  the  fall 
of  the  monarchy.  AVith  revolutionary  ascendancy  had 
come  corruption.  It  was  found  that  suitors  to  the  Govern- 
ment could  make  no  progress  except  by  offering  gratifica- 
tions, and  that  so-called  saints  and  patriots  were  not  above 
making  scandalous  gains.  The  following  significant  reso- 
lution was  passed  by  the  Council  in  June  : — '•  Ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  Chamberlain  to  })re- 
sent  such  gratuities  to  persons  of  honour  above -ds  have  been 
and  still  may  be  friends  to  the  Corporation,  according  to 
ancient  presidents  in  the  like  case."  Six  months  later  the 
following  entries  appear  in  the  audit  book  : — "  Paid  by 
Jvobert  Aldworth  (Town  Clerk)  to  the  city's  friend,  for  a 
jwesent,  for  soliciting  city  busiuess,  £81."  "Paid  by  him 
to  clerks  and  others  about  soliciting  for  the  fee-farm,  £"2()." 
Tlie  "  friend  "  had  doubtless  influenced  the  Council  of  State 
in  recommending  the  Protector  to  remit  the  heavy  arrears 
of  the  town  fee-farm  noticed  at  page  '2.'3<S. 

In  the  corporate  Bargain  Book,  dated  8()th  June,  is  the 
minute  of  a  license  to  •'  Giles  Gough,  and  other  inhabitants 
of  St.  James's,"  to  erect,  at  their  own  charge,  a  bridge  over 
the  Fromn  from  Broadmead  End  to  l)uck  Lane,  and  to 
make  a  passage  through  the  Town  "Wall  there  ;  the  bridge 
to  allow  of  the  passage  of  vessels  as  usual,  and  the  parties 
to  set  up  a  strong  double  gate  in  the  wall  like  to  the  other 
city  Gates.  The  latter  proviso  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  carried  otit  ;  and  the  new  bridge  was  immediately 
designated  Needless  Bridge  b}^  ev^erybod}'',  the  corporate 
scribes  included. 

The  progress  of  buikliug  operations  in  the  Castle  Pre- 
cincts is  attested  b}^  a  resolution  jiii^^t-d  by  the  Council  in 
July  :—•' Whereas  the  Castle  now  is  demolished,  and  a 
common  street  and  highway  made  therein.  And  whereas 
there  was  formerly  a  house  in  the  Castle  called  the  George 
inn.  A  new  house  having  been  built  on  part  of  the  old  site, 
and  it  being  very  commodious  for  entertaining  men  and 
horses,  Ordered  that  the  said  house  bo  used  as  a  common 
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inn  and  liostelry."  Another  resolntion,  of  a  few  montlis 
later  date,  decreed  that  there  sliould  be  no  otlier  inn  within 
tlie  precincts  "  or  elsewliere  in  tlie  city,"  tlie  existing  num- 
ber being  considered  suflicient.  The  George  inn,  Avhich  was 
in  Castle  Street,  and  became  a  vaUiable  property,  was  after- 
wards sold  to  the  Merchants'  Society. 

Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  records  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter 
Session,  the  regulations  made  at  intervals  for  equalizing 
the  poor  rates  in  the  various  parishes  cannot  now  be  ex- 
plained. At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Council  in  September,  certain 
districts  that  had  been  ordered  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of 
Temple  ])arish,  where  the  unemployed  poor  were  very 
numerous,  petitioned  to  be  delivered  of  the  burden  owing  to 
the  weight  of  their  own  charges  "in  these  dead  times"; 
and  £12  yearly  were  thereupon  voted  to  Temple  so  that  the 
rates  of  the  contributories  might  be  abated.  It  was  further 
<mlered  that  I  s.  4fZ.  paid  (weekly  ?)  hj  All  Saints'  parish  to 
RedclifF  should  thenceforth  be  paid  to  St.  James's,  the 
Chamber  voting  £,-^  yearly  to  Redclilf  in  compensation. 
The  extreme  triviality  of  these  rates  in  aid  and  the  im- 
]jatience  with  which  the}'-  were  borne  are  nut  unworth}^  of 
remark. 

The  procrastination  frequent!}^  displayed    by    the   civic 
body  in  settling  many  matters  that  a  modern  Council  would 
deal  witli  off-liand  may  be  illustrated  by  a  case  that  Avas 
discussed  at  this  time.     Seven  3^ears  previously  (Septeniber, 
lOoOj  Mr.  (riles  Gough  Avas  elected  a  Common  Councillor. 
After  giving  him  two  years  to  make  Ids  appearance,  with- 
out any  result,  he  Avas  fined   J(H»  marks  for  his  recusancy  in 
\\')~)2.     Five  years  more  having  elapsed,  the  Chamber  awoke 
to  the  j)ro[)riet>'  of   recovei-iug  the  tine  ;  Avlu'reupon  Gough 
put  in  a  plea  tliat,  at  the  instigation  of  the  tiien  Mayor,  in 
1(151,   he   had    spent  u])wards  of    £150   in  "arching    over 
Broadmead,"  and  that  more  than  half  that   amount  Avas 
still  due  to  him.     It  Avas  next  discovered  that  he  had  been 
lined  £10  a  long  time  before  for  cutting  doAvn  forty  trees 
on  the  cit3^  estate,  and  that  the  money  had  never  been  re- 
covered.    After  much  deliberation,  it  wa.s  resoh^ed  Uiat  he 
should  be  dismissed  on  giving  a  recei})t  in  full  for  his  claim 
in  reference  to  Broadmead. 

The  Council,  in  September,  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  rules  of  the  House  for  the  regulation  of  debates, 
''and  also  l)y  Avhat  means  the  magistracy  and  government 
of  the  city  may  be  carried  on  Avith  better  port  and  honour, 
thereby  to  gain  the  iiiore  reverence  and  respect  from  the 


278  THE    AXXALS    OF    BRISSTOL  [1057 

people."  The  committee,  on  Noveml)er  lird,  reported  on  the 
rules  of  debate,  but  altogether  eluded  the  other  and 
much  more  interesting  subject  referred  to  them  by  a  body 
evidently  dismayed  at  its  increasing  unpopularity.  The 
suggestions  offered  to  the  Chamber  were  approved,  but  they 
possessed  no  feature  of  interest ;  excejit  that  the  House  was 
to  assemble  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  a  half- 
jiour  glass  was  to  be  set  up,  and  that  those  entering  after 
the  glass  had  run  out  were  to  be  fined  V2d.  each. 

The  unfortunate  people  known  as  hucksters  again  fell 
nnder  the  displeasure  of  the  Corporation  at  this  time. 
TMieir  number  in  the  High  Street  market  was  condemned 
as  unnecessarily  great,  whilst  their  forestalling  and  regrat- 
ing  were  declared  to  be  absolutely  injurious.  Order  was 
therefore  given  that  nine  only  should  be  licensed  for  the 
future,  that  their  business  should  be  done  on  stalls,  and  not  in 
the  street,  and  that  they  shoidd  be  all  freemen  or  freemen's 
wives  or  widows.  The  goods  of  unlicensed  vendors  were 
ordered  to  be  seized,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

A  letter  of  the  Protector  to  the  Corporation,  dated  Decem- 
ber '2nd,  shows  that  the  Ko3'alist  conspiracies  in  the  city, 
referred  to  at  page  2(!(),  were  not  unknown  to  him.  "  lle- 
membering  well,"  he  writes,  "  the  late  expressions  of  Love 
that  I  ha\'e  had  from  you,  I  cannot  omit  any  opportunity  to 
express  my  care  of  you.  I  do  hear,  oi\  all  hands,  that  the 
('avalier  party  are  designing  to  ])ut  us  into  blood.  AVo  are, 
1  hope,  taking  the  best  care  we  can,  b^^  the  blessing  of  God, 
to  obviate  this  danger  ;  but  our  Intelligence  on  all  hands 
being  that  they  have  a  design  upon  your  city,  we.  could  not 
I'Ut  warn  you  thereof,  and  gi\c  you  authorit}',  as  we  do 
hereby,  to  j)ut  3'oursel\es  in  ihc  hest  jiostnn*  you  can  for 
\  our  own  defence,  by  raising  your  miliLia  by  virtue  of  the 
Commissions  formerly  sent  you,  and  putting  them  in  a 
readiness  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  letting  3'ou  also  know 
that  for  y(jur  better  encouragement  herein  you  shall  have  a 
troop  of  horse  sent  to  you,  to  quarter  in  or  near  your  town. 
AVe  desire  you  to  let  us  hear  -from  time  to  time  from  you 
what  occurs  to  yow  touching  the  malignant  part3^  And  so 
Ave  bid  3'ou  fai^ewelh"  'This  missive  was  read  to  the  Council 
on  Becember  (Jth,  when  it  was  resolved  tliat  the  cit}'  should, 
bo  forthwith  prepared  for  defence  by  raising  the  militia,  and 
a  very  numerous  committee  was  ap])ointed  to  consider  and 
carrj'  out  what  further  measures  might  be  thought  needfuh 
In  March,  1(158,  the  Protector,  avoiding  the  "  trustj^  and 
Avell-beloved  "  formula  of  his  previous  communication,  ad- 
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dressed  another  letter  to  the  Corporation  "  of  our  cit}'  of 
Bristol,"  as  follows: — '•  Gentlemen,  We  have  certain  intelli- 
gence that  the  old  Cavalier  party  and  those  who  favour 
their  interest  in  these  nations  do  design  a  sudden  insurrec- 
tion in  this  nation,  and  are  to  be  encouraged  therein  by  the 
Sjmniards,  who,  togetlier  with  Charles  Stuart,  intend  an  in- 
vasion. And  we  are  informed  that  your  city  is  particularly 
designed  upon,  and  tliat  some  of  their  agents  are  sent  down 
privately  to  prepare  both  persons  and  things  against  the 
time  they  shall  be  ready.  AVherefore  we  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  give  you  timely  notice  hereof,  to  the  end  j^ou 
may  be  upon  your  guard,  and  be  in  a  position  to  delentl 
yourselves  either  against  open  foes  or  secret  underminings. 
And  we  shall  be  ready,  as  you  shall  let  us  understand  your 
condition,  to  give  you  assistance  as  it  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  your  city.  AVe  rest  your 
very  loving  friend,  Oliver,  P."  The  Council,  on  the  re- 
ceipt (»f  tliis  warning,  ordered  the  superior  ofiicers  of  the 
trained  bands  to  report  on  what  was  lit  to  be  done  and  on 
the  proper  jjrovision  of  ammunition  to  be  made,  and  the 
Chamberlain  was  directed  to  disburse  funds  for  an  extra- 
ordinary guard  if  the  officers  thought  such  a  ^^recaution  ex- 
jiedient.  Tlie  reply  made  to  tlie  Protector  has  not  been 
preserviid. 

The  head-mastership  of  the  Grammar  School  at  this  time 
was  held  by  Walter  Kainstorp,  who  had  a  salary  of  £40  a 
year.  This  amount  was  increased  to  £()')  in  December,  but 
Mr.  liainstorp  flied  a  few  weeks  afterwards.  In  IMarch, 
1(558,  the  Council,  taking  into  consideration  his  many  years' 
ser\'ices.  his  gn^at  success  as  a  teacher,  and  tlie  little  ad\'aii- 
tagc  lie  had  iknivnl  fiom  the  post,  granted  his  widow  antl 
chil(b-ena  pension  of  £Li).  In  KiTO,  the  Rev.  John'Kainstorp, 
son  of  AValter,  ecUicated  at  the  scliool,  antl  Fellow  of  8t. 
John's,  Oxford,  was  appointed  head-master,  and  was  so 
much  in  tlie  favour  of  the  Common  Council  that  he  was  also 
preferretl  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Michael,  in  despite  of  the 
rule  forbidding  a  head-master  to  hold  a  beneiice. 

Thelirst  distinct  admission  of  the  financial  embarrassment 
of  the  Corporation  occurs  in  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  held 
on  January  5th,  1()58,  as  follows: — "  AVhereas  the  Chamber 
is  at  present  many  thousand  })ounds  in  debt,  and  thereby  ne- 
cessitated to  pay  many  hundred  pounds  a  year  interest  more 
|thanj  the  yearly  pubhc  revenue  of  the  cit}' can  discharge." 
It  was  therefore  resolved  that  the  manors  of  Torleton, 
West  Hatch  and  North  AVeston  sliould  be  disposed  of  at  the 
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best  prices  obtainable.  Torleton,  as  has  been  already  noted, 
formed  part  of  the  purchase  of  Dean  and  Cha])ter  lands  in 
1649.  It  was  now  disj^osed  of  to  Giles  Earle,  Esq.,  a  mem- 
ber of  a  wealthy  Bristol  family,  wlio  accepted  such  title  as 
could  be  produced,  and  paid  down  £1,'275  for  an  estate 
which  he  was  destined  to  lose  in  little  more  than  two  years. 
The  other  estates  did  not  meet  with  purchasers. 

A  new  corporate  office  was  created  at  the  above  meeting, 
a  man  being  appointed  sworn  Measurer  of  draperies  and 
linen  cloth.  He  was  to  measure  with  a  "  silver  thumb  or 
thimble  containing  one  inch  " — nothing  being  said  about 
longer  measures— and  his  fee  Avas  fixed  at  one  ])enny  for  all 
sorts  of  cloth  except  Shrewsbury  cottons,  for  which  he  was 
to  liave  4d.  per  piece.-  The  fee  was  to  be  paid  by  the  seller, 
but  in  cases  of  dispute,  when  both  parties  submitted  to  his 
decision,  the  charge  was  to  be  divided  between  them. 

A  lengthy  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Council  in  ]\[arch 
to  regulate  the  admission  of  freemen.  j\Iany  of  the  clauses 
were  revivals  of  old  laws.  It  was  ordered  that  a  widow  or 
daughter  of  a  freeman  should  not  have  tlie  privilege  of 
making  more  than  one  husband  free.  AVomen  of  these 
classes,  it  they  liad  lived  out  of  the  city  for  seven  years, 
were  to  be  deemed  aliens  ;  but  for  shorter  terms  of  absence, 
tlieir  husbands  were  to  be  admitted  on  payment  of  £2  for 
each  year  that  tlieir  wives  had  lived  elsewhere.  No  '•  for- 
eigner "  was  to  be  made  free  either  by  fine  or  marriage, 
unless  two  Ijurgesses  became  sureties  for  his  good  behaviour, 
for  the  payment  of  lils  rates,  and  for  safeguarding  the 
parishes  from  poor  relief  as  regarded  Ids  family. 

"  Foreigners  " — even  though  natives  of  suburban  parishes 
-  -were  niMrly  always  treati'il  as  outcasts  by  the  city  rulers. 
Whilst  the  above  ordinance  was  being  tlrawn  up,  the  Coun- 
cil learnt,  with  great  indignation,  that  two  strangers  had 
intruded  into  the  city,  and  had  been  so  presumptuous  as  to 
open  shops  in  AVine  Street.  It  was  immediately  ordered 
that  the  sheriffs'  officers  "  do  attend  at  the  doors  and  houses 
of  the  said  foreigners,  or  of  any  other  foreigners,  and  shall 
sliut  down  their  windows  as  often  as  they  open  them,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  custom."  As  no  exceptional  fine  was 
jmid  during  the  year  for  admission  as  a  burgess  (except  by 
one  Grilfen,  a  "  labourer,"  who  paid  A!5),  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  interlopers  were  driven  out  of  the  place. 

Intimation  having  been  received  that  the  Protector's  son, 
"  Lord  "  Richard  Cromwell,  was  about  to  visit  Bath,  accom- 
panied by  ]\Iajor-General  Desbrowe,  the  Council,  on  June 
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8tli,  requested  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  make  a  present 
to  the  visitors,  as  an  expression  of  love  and  respect,  of 
wine,  sngar,  and  such  other  things  as  Avere  thought  fit ; 
a,lso  to  invite  them  to  Bristol,  and  to  offer  such  entertain- 
ment to  them  and  their  retinue  as  should  he  ac:reeal)le  to 
their  lionour  and  the  laudable  customs  of  the  city.  For- 
getting that  the  Chamber  was  "  many  thousand  pounds  in 
debt,"  according  to  the  resolution  of  Januar}',  it  was 
further  determined  tliat  a  handsome  house  should  be  pro- 
vided, not  merely  for  the  entertainment  of  the  expected 
guests,  but  for  "  the  future  reception  of  persons  of  honour, 
judges,  &c.,"  resorting  to  Bristol ;  but  this  premature  con- 
ception of  a  ]\[ausion  House  ])erished  still-born.  The 
magistrates  fulfilled  their  commission  by  purchasing  four 
hogsheads  of  wine  and  about  a  liundred weight  of  loaf 
sugar,  which  were  conveyed  to  Bath  and  presented  Ijy  the 
Chamberlain,  together  with  a  letter  of  invitation,  which 
was  accepted.  The  visit  took  place  on  Jul}^  .'h'd,  on  which 
day  "  the  most  illustrious  lord,"  as  he  is  styled  in  Mercuriu.s 
J'oliticus,  was  met,  about  three  miles  from  the  cit}^,  by  the 
sheriffs  and  about  ;>(J()  gentlemen  on  horseback,  and  con- 
ducted, amidst  many  salutes  of  artillery,  to  the  Tolzey, 
where  the  Mayor  and  Council  were  in  attendance  to  do  him 
honour.  The  mansion  of  Colonel  Aldworth,  tlie  Town  Clerk, 
in  Broad  Street,  which,  with  its  garden,  occu])ied  the  whole 
of  the  site  of  what  is  now  John  Street  and  To\ver  Street, 
had  Ijceu  prepared^for  his  reception.  On  the  following  day, 
after  a  [)romenade  on  horseback,  he  sat  down  to  a  "  noble 
dinner,"  for  which  a  suppl}'-  of  Avine  (costing  no  less  than 
.i^l-hJ)  had  been  ]irovided  ;  but  the  above  reporter  notes  Avith 
ap[)ru\'al  that  I'xress  and  nuise,  so  conniiou  at  gri-at  feasts, 
Avere  (.•arefull^'-  avoided.  (Perhaps  gravity  av.js  partially 
furthered  b}'-  an  ample  store  of  tobacco  and  a  gross  of 
tobacco  pipes.)  The  visitor  next  made  the  obligatory 
promenade  in  the  Marsh,  Avhere  the  great  guns  roared  a 
grand  salute ;  then  he  attended  another  "  bancjuet "  pro- 
vided by  the  Mayor;  and  finall}-- departed  in  state  for  Bath. 
On  all  liands,  concludes  the  ncAvsjiaper  scribe,  "duty  and 
affection  "  Avere  never  more  apparent.  The  ToAvn  (Jlerk's 
"note"  of  expenses  at  his  house  amounted  to  £70  I'.s.,  aiid 
the  outlay  for  gun])OAyder  Avas  £14  15.s.,  Avhile  the  present 
sent  to  Bath,  including  a  small  gift  to  the  Recorder,  cost 
£8.'3.  A  further  sum  of  £28  Avas  paid  for  "  a  butt  of  sack 
giA^en  aAvay  by  the  ]\fayor  and  Aldermen."  Nothing  is 
said   as   to  the  destination  of  the   lic]Uor,  but   possibly  the 
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"  perfecting  of  the  fee-farm  business,''  referred  to  in  a  pre- 
vious note,  ma}'  have  had  some  connection  with  the  gift. 
One  more  item  connected  with  the  banquets  may  be  noted 
as  characteristic  of  the  age  : — ''  Paid  Mr.  Ralpli  Farmer 
I  minister  of  St.  Nicholas]  for  prayers  and  graces,  Avhich 
was  extraordinary^,  18.s'.  4^/." 

On  what  pretence  dcies  not  appear,  the  Corporation  from 
time  to  time  claimed  the  right  of  imposing  poor  rates.  At 
the  meeting  in  June  just  referred  to,  tlie  Chamber  ordered 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  destitution  j^i'evailing  amongst 
the  widows  and  children  of  many  Bristol  sailors,  killed  in 
the  recent  wars  with  Spain  and  Ilolland,  the  parochial  rates 
for  relieving  the  ])oor  should  be  at  once  doubled.  The  city 
ministers  were  directed  to  publish  the  reason  of  the  increase 
in  their  pulpits,  in  order  that  householders  might  pay  the 
more  cheerfully. 

The  proposed  establishment  of  a  civic  Mansion  House 
has  just  been  record(;d.  Thv  Corj^oration,  in  August, 
adopted  another  device  for  striking  the  eye  of  the  vulgar. 
It  was  ordei-ed  that  a  handsome  barge,  rowed  with  eight  or 
ten  oars,  aft(,'r  the  manner  of  the  barges  of  the  Lord  ISIayor 
and  Aldermen  of  London,  and  also  a  proper  ])laco  for  keep- 
ing it,  be  Ijuilt  at  the  cit3''s  charge.  The  vessel  was  not 
huished  until  August,  lOCri,  when  a  few  gallons  of  wine 
were  drunk  at  the  launch.  In  the  fallowing  month  the 
IMayor  and  Aldermen  took  an  excursion  down  the  Avon, 
and  were  supplied  by  the  Chamberlain,  for  their  entertain- 
ment, with  sixpenn3'W()rth  of  nuts  and  abundance  of  wine 
until  a  great  ban(|uet  was  read}'  for  them  at  Pill.  But  the 
tithil  peculiarities  (if  tht>  ri\er  did  not  lend  themselves  to 
cor[)orato  j)agcantry  of  this  hind,  and  t.lu'  gay  barge — the 
cost  of  which  was  not  fully  disrharged' until  IdTO— seems 
to  have  soon  fallen  into  disfavour.  After  lying  Jieglected 
for  many  years,  it  was  ottered  for  sale  in  Ki.SO,  and  no 
])urchaser  being  fortlicoming,  it  was  ordered  to  be  ripped 
up  and  the  material  sold. 

A  brief  note  in  a  contemporary  calendar  states  that  on 
August  12th  a  number  of  gentlemen,  natives  of  Bristol,_ 
held  a  "feast"  at  the  Great  House  at  the  south  end  of 
Bristol  Bridge,  once  occupied  by  the  Rogers  faniil}';,  but  at 
this  time,  it  is  supposed,  converted  into  an  inn.  The  JMayor 
(Arthur  Farmer)  presided,  also  acting  as  treasurer,  and  the 
company  paid  5,s-.  per  head  for  tlie  banquet — an  unusually 
large  sum  at  that  ])eriod.  There  can  be  little  question  that 
the  dinner  in  (question  was  the  fii'st  held  by  the  Gloucester- 
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shire  Society,  wliose  records  state  tliat  it  was  founded  for 
cluiritable  purposes  ou  December  Jst,  KI,")?,  at  a  meeting  of 
about  fifty  gentlemen  of  the  city  and  neighbonrliood. 
The  first  Steward  of  .the  iiifant  institution  was  Tliomas 
Bubb,  (lommon  Councillor,  who  probaljly  jdelded  the  chair 
to  tlie  Mayor  to  give  greater  ecldi  to  the  proceedings.  The 
''•  collection,"  which  probably  means  the  surplus  over  ex- 
penses derived  from  the  dinner  tickets,  amounted  to  £">  14.v. 
•if/.,  a  sum  exceeding  the  average  annmil  receipts  during 
tlie  remaining  years  of  the  century.  At  a  later  period  the 
collections  were  of  a  very  liberal  character.  The  amount 
received  in  1771  reachecl  £3()(J,  more  than  double  the  sum 
collected  in  that  year  by  the  three  great  Colston  Societies 
put  together. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  on  September  (ith, 
a  letter  from  the  Council  of  State  to  the  Mayor  was  pro- 
duced, announeing  the  death  of  the  Protector,  and  the 
succession  of  his  son,  liichard  CromweU.  The  dispatch 
re(|uested  tliat  the  magistrates  should  be  forthwith 
assembled,  and  steps  taken  for  proclaiming  the  new  head 
of  the  State  with  fitting  solemnity,  and  for  securing  tlie 
peace  against  all  machinations  of  the  evil-minded.  It  was 
thereupon  resolved  that  one  of  the  Sherifls  should  make 
proclamatjoi;i  that  day  at  the  High  Cross,  in  the  presence  of 
the  civic,  body  arrayed  in  scarlet,  the  city  companies,  the 
oliicers  (jf  the  trained  bands,  etc.,  and  directions  Avere  gi\'en 
for  boniires,  music,  bell-i'inging  and  caimon  firing,  as  well 
by  the  great  guns  in  the  JMarsli  as  from  the  shipping  in 
the  liarbour.  ITiere  is  no  record  of  the  subsequent  cere- 
mony. No  enthusiasm  was  possil)le  undei'  the  circumstances, 
and  it  wiinld  st^em  from  the  corporate'  atcounls  that  not  a 
single  bottle  of  wine  was  broached  on  the  occasio.n. 

Sir  Henry  Vane  had  been  elected  Lord  fligh  Steward  of 
the  city  at  a  time  when  he  was  a  personage  of  great  poli- 
tical importance.  Soon  after  the  appointment  he  was 
]-educed  to  impotence  through  the  failure  of  his  resistance 
to  Cromwell,  and  the  Corj)oration,  thinking  it  needless  to 
maintain  relations  with  him,  judiciously  fcn-got  for  several 
years  to  offer  the  customary  iKniorarium.  The  aspect  of 
])ublic  affairs  having  been  grejitly  altered  b}"  the  Protector's 
death,  a  change  was  thought  advisable  in  the  civic  policy, 
and  the  sum  of  £2(1  in  gold  (costing  £'2\)  was  sent  to  Sir 
Henry  in  September,  .1G5S,  in  part  payment  of  the  arrears. 
In  Sej)tember,  IGf)!),  it  must  have  been  determined  to 
forward  1'2()   more,  being  payment    in    full,  for   the  item  is 
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actnally  entered  in  tlie  audit  book  ;  but  tlie  fig-ures  are  not 
carried  into   the  column,   and  the  Chamberhiin  adds  in  a 
note  : — '•  This   was  stopt    and    not  paid."     Coming  events 
seem  to  have  cast  their  shadows  before.     Sir  Ht-nry  Yane  ; 
was  arrested  in  the  following  year,  and  was  executed  in  1002,  j 
after  a  gross  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  Charles  11.  1 

A  lengthy  code  of  rules  for  regulating  the  Grammar 
School  was  approved  by  the  Council  in  October.  It  was 
ordered  that  the  boys  should  be  in  their  places  at  seven 
(j'clock  in  the  morning  in  the  summer,  and  eight  in  the 
winter  months,  should  leave  for  dinner  at  eleven  for  two 
hours,  and  should  depart  at  five  in  summer  and  half  an  hour 
earlier  in  winter.  Two  half-holidays  Aveekly  were  granted, 
when  the  lads  were  expected  to  atteiid  a  writing  school,  but 
any  boy  going  to  the  latter  school  except  on  those  afternoons 
was  to  be  punished,  and  for  a  third  offence  expelled.  The 
holidays  were  limited  to  a  fortnight  at  Christmas,  ten  days 
each  at  Easter  and  AVhitsuntide,  two  days  at  St.  Paul's  fair, 
and  four  days  at  that  of  St.  James.  All  the  boys  were  to 
attend  church  on  Sundays,  and  on  jMondays  the  elder  youths 
were  to  ])roduce  notes  of  the  sermon,  while  the  younger 
were  to  give  an  oral  account  of  it.  An  examination  before 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  was  to  take  place  yearly  at  Easter, 
when  the  best  deserving  i:)Upil  was  to  receive  a  prize  of  ten 
shillings.  This  ordinance  was  re-i.ssued  in  1007  with  some 
modifications,  one  of  which  r(M]uired  the  scholars  to  be 
present  at  six  o'clock  on  summer  moi-nings.  The  admission 
fee  for  freemen's  sons  was  increased  from  fourpence  to  bs. 
Other  bo3^s  were  to  pay  what  the  jNlaster  and  their  parents 
agreed  ui)on  ;  but  all  were  to  contribute  a  shilling  eacdi  for 
lire  in  winter  and  twopence  (juarterly  for  sweeping  the 
school. 

Another  singular  instance  of  magisterial  arrogance  is 
recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  dated 
October  1st.  "  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  being  informed  of 
a  lecture  set  up  without  any  authority  at  all  in  St.  ]\[ary- 
jKjrt  church  at  seven  on  Sunday  mornings,  the  church- 
wardens are  forewarned  not  to  suffer  the  bells  to  be  rung  or 
the  doo]*  ojiened  any  more,  or  any  suffer  to  preach  without 
orders  from  the  IMayor  and  Aldermen  "  ! 

Directions  were  given  by  tlie  Council  in  December  for  the 
erection  of  a  Gate  in  Castle  Street  for  the  protection  of  the 
new  approach  to  the  cit3^  An  order  for  a  second  Gate  "  at 
the  further  end  of  the  Castle  Bridge"  was  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing month.     The  Chamberlain  supei'intended  the  work- 
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men  eugaged,  and  items  for  wages  occur  in  liis  books  for 
many  weeks.  The  Gates,  one  of  wliicli  was  decorated  with 
a  carving  of  the  arms  of  the  cit}'  and  supplemented  by 
a  porter's  lodge,  were  completed  in  tlie  following  3'ear, 

Great  distress  prevailed  at  this  time  amongst  the  working 
classes  owing  to  the  high  price  of  provisions.  The  Council, 
in  January,  lOo'J,  having  considered  "  the  manifold  and 
extraordinary  necessities  of  the  poor,"  resolved  that  a  collec- 
tion should  be  made  from  door  to  door  for  llie  relief  of  those 
in  want.  The  subscrij)tion  was  started  in  the  Chamber, 
where  it  produced  £37  l().s'.  A  request  for  contributions 
was  sent  to  absentees,  and  the  IMayor  was  directed  to  urge 
the  parochial  ministers  to  stir  their  flocks  to  give  freely. 

A  Parliament  having  been  summoned  to  assemble  on 
January  27th,  an  election  of  representatives  took  place 
a  few  weeks  previously,  when  Kobert  Aldworth,  Town 
Clerk,  was  returned  for  the  third  time^  his  colleague  being 
Alderman  Joseph  Jackson.  The  local  chroniclers,  as  usual, 
afford  no  information  as  to  the  proceedings,  but  we  learn 
from  the  memoirs  of  General  Edmund  Ludlow,  a  well- 
informed  and  trustworthy  Parliamentarian,  that  Sir  Henr-s' 
Vane  came  forward  as  a  candidate,  and  had  a  majority  of 
the  votes  polled,  but  that  the  iSherifi's  refused  to  return  "him 
as  a  member.  ]\Ir.  Aldworth  on  this  occasion  received  no 
"  wages  "  from  the  Corporation,  but  Mr.  Jackson  was  paid 
£28  (i.v.  Sd.  for  81")  daj^s'  attendance.  Although  the  existing 
form  of  Government  Avas  evidentlj^  tottering,  the  Council 
thought  it  worth  while  to  instruct  the  new  members  '•  to 
consider  of  any  enlargement  that  may  be  convenient  for  the 
city  charters."  They  were  also  desired  to  make  endeavours 
to  get  the  government  of  the  local  militia  invested  in  the 
Corporation.  The  speedy  dissolution  of  the  new  House  ren- 
dered tliese  instructions  futile.  But  the  relics  of  the  Long 
Parliament,  which  reassembled  in  the  summer,  practical!}- 
fulfilled  the  corporate  wishes  as  to  the  militia,  b}'  appointing 
as  commissioners  the  I\rayor  and  Sheriffs  for  tlie  time  being, 
and  several  Puritan  aldermen  and  councillors. 

Amongst  the  State  Papers  for  January  and  February  are 
three  letters  to  the  Admiralty  from  one  Shewell,  a  navy 
agent  in  Bristol,  respecting  a  number  of  maimed  soldiers 
landed  at  the  quad's.  As  to  the  first  batch  of  thirteen,  he 
states  that  he  had  begged  help  for  them,  and  sent  them  to 
the  ]\[ayor,  who  gave  them  "j^asses"  to  beg,  and  a  dole  of  H.v., 
"  which  is  Bristol  charity  to  such  as  serve  the  State."  Two 
da3'^s  later  he  wrote   that  more  men  had  been  sent  ashore, 
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who  were  cripples,  carried  on  naen's  liacks ;  but  the  magis- 
trates took  no  more  care  for  them  tlian  if  they  had  been  so 
many  crippled  dogs.  He  had  given  them  4( ),>,•.  In  his  third 
despatch  lie  reported  that  after  pressing  the  justices  closely, 
they  had  consented  to  advance  money  to  send  the  men  up 
to  London  in  wagons. 

The  Council,  in  March,  elected  as  Recorder  John  Stepliens 
(son  of  Edward  Stephens,  Esq.,  of  Little  Sodburyi,  tlien 
M.P.  for  C41oucestershire,  rice  Mr.  Doddridge,  deceaseth 
The  new  official  had  been  a  stanch  su])])orter  of  the 
Commonwealth.  In  a  letter  acquainting  him  (jf  his  ap- 
])ointment  the  Council  stated  that  amongst  man}'  others 
nominated,  no  name  was  in  so  great  an  estimation  as  his  ; 
Ijiod's  providence  had  directed  the  judgment  of  the  Cliamlxn-; 
and  it  Avas  hoped  tliat  he  would  "  clearly  see  the  f(7otsteps 
of  divine  appointment  in  this  your  cail."  j\[r.  Stephens 
returned  thanks  t(.)  the  Chamber  in  a  missiA'e  of  a  -similar 
cliaracter. 

The  researches  of  the  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission 
(vol.  X.  part  4}  have  disinterred  a  number  of  letters,  written 
about  this  time  by.  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  the  futures  Lord 
■Clarendon,  in  reference  to  lio3'alist  jirojects  in  Bristol  and 
(jrloucestershire.  Achb'essing  one  ]\fordaunt,  who  had  been 
sent  over  to  England  ])y  Charles  II.  to  promote  a  Restora- 
tion, Hyde  ex]iressed  an  anxious  hope  that  "  Colonel "  jMassey 
(the  hero  oi  Gloucester,  who,  like  manydiscontented  Presby- 
terians, had  gone  over  to  the  royal  camji)  woukl  attempt  to 
secure  Bristol  and  Gloucester,  for  which,  ''in  spite  of  his 
weaknesses,"  the  King's  friends  tliought  him  very  desirable. 
On  May  '27th,  Hyde  proposed  to  mM^'e  the  King  to  land 
l'),(i(KI  men  in  tlie  district,  "  whiih  woukl  give  a  new  life  to 
his  business,  and  make  the  wariest  liy  to  him.  This  wo 
have  their  ]>romises  for."  On  June  4th  he  wrote  that  there 
Avould  be  in)thing  rasli  in  the  above  venture,  which  wuuld 
spread  a  fire  through  the  kingdom.  Mordaunt  threw  cold 
Avater  on  these  sanguine  A'icAvs.  "Writing  to  the  ]ving  on 
July  ()th,  he  stated  tliat  Massey  Inul  assured  his  friends 
positiA^ely  of  the  certain  surprisal  of  the  tAvo  cities.  "  But 
'twas  found  Ave  could  not  assure  ourselves  of  ammunition 
nor  foot  arms  sufficient  for  the  numbers  that  Avould  ap})ear. 
Eor  these  Ave  ahvays  depended  (ni  your  IMajesty." 

In  the  State  Pa2)ers  for  April  is  a  petition  to  the  3'oung 
Protector  from  Sarah  Norris,  of  Bristol,  pra^ang  for  relief. 
"I  Avas  ruined,"  she  Avrites,  "  by  mj'- good  aftection  in  the 
late  Avar  in  lielping  prisoners  and  giA'ing  intelligence  to  our 
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armies,  especially  in  Avarning  tliem  of  an  intended  attack, 
which  being  discovered  I  had  to  fly  for  my  life,  leaving  my 
goods  to  plnnder.  My  hnsband  [James  Reade|  died  in 
prison  leaving  six  small  children.  My  losses  and  my  hns- 
band's  loans  to  Lord  Fiennes  come  to  £3,(K)()."  The  truth 
of  these  statements  was  certified  by  Colonel  John  Haggett 
and  others.  On  the  report  of  General  Skippon  and  other 
officers,  the  Government  granted  the  applicant  an  allowance 
of  20.'?.  per  week  ;  but  the  pension  of  conrse  ceased  on  the 
restoration  of  the  monarchy. 

The  Council,  on  April  12th,  adopted  a  singular  resolution 
in  reference  to  a  crying  evil: — "For  the  more  easy  sup- 
pressing of  the  innumerable  company  of  [uidicensed]  ale- 
houses," it  was  determined  to  impose  a  line  on  brewer 
supplying  such  places,  the  penalty  being  hxed  at  G.s.  8d.  per 
barrel ;  and  the  officers  of  the  Brewers'  Company  were  to  be 
compelled  to  see  this  order  strictly  carried  out.  The  idea  of 
fining  tlie  unlicensed  jDothouse  keepers,  some  of  whom  prob- 
al3ly  brewed  their  beer  at  home,  does  n^jt  appear  to  have 
occurred  to  the  city  senate. 

"  In  consideration  of  the  poverty  of  the  parish  of  St. 
James,  and  of  the  small  and  uncertain  maintenance  of  Mr. 
Paul,  the  minister,"  the  Council  resolved  in  July  to  grant  a 
lease  to  the  jvarish,  for  the  life  of  the  incumbent,  who  Avas 
to  enjoy  half  the  profits,  of  the  churchyard,  the  .benefits 
of  the  standings  there  during  the  great  yearly  fair,  the 
tithes,  tithe  pigs,  etc.,  reserving  a  rent  of  ^.^.'5  li.v.  8(?.  The- 
parsoinige,  stated  to  have  been  recently  built,  was  declared 
to  be  for  the  minister  and  his  successors  for  ever.  ^Phere  is 
reason  to  belii've  that  in  the  0))inion  of  the  parish  vestry 
the  Cor))oration,  in  granting  this  lease,  were  jnuctically 
laying  claim  to  an  estate  that  did  )iot  belong  to  them.  The 
parish  had  for  centuries  enjoyed  the  profits  of  the  standings  in 
the  churchyard  during  the;  fair,  and  had  C(jllected  money 
for  tithes  and  tithe  pigs,  and  for  the  grazing  of  horses  in 
the  burial  ground,  and  any  corporate  right  there,  excepting 
the  fee-farm  rent  of  £3  (j.s-.  Hd.,  was  fiatly  repudiated.  The 
matter  afterwards  became  the  subject  of  prolonged  litiga- 
tion (see  Sept.  KiTTj. 

According  to  numerous  papers  in  the  Record  Office,  the 
Iloyalist  C(jnspiracies  in  Bristol  and  Gluuoestershire,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  in  previous  pages,  threw  the 
Council  of  State  into  great  alarm  during  the  summer.  On 
July  25th,  President  Lawrence,  in  a  letter  to  Colonel 
JIaggett,  Nehemiah  Collins,  Edward  Tyson,  and  three  other 


■f 

i 


288  THE    ANXALS    OF    BRISTOL  [IGoD 

Bristolians,  alinoiinced  that  the  Council,  hearing  of  the 
designs  of  the  enemy,  had  thouglit  fit,  for  the  safety  of  tlie 
city,  to  send  down  commissioners  for  the  enlistment  and 
arming  of  six  companies  of  foot  from  amongst  the  well- 
affected,  to  be  commanded  by  the  persons  above  named,  who 
were  ordered  to  put  themselves  in  an  attitude  of  defence. 
Two  days  later  the  Government  resolved  on  securing  the 
city  by  an  army  corps,  and  two  days  afterwards  President 
AVhitelock,  in  a  despatch  to  Colonel  Okey,  a  prominent  local 
officer,  stated  that  the  Council,  apprised  of  an  intended 
insurrection,  and  of  the  design  of  a  large  number  of  the 
enemy  to  assemble  in  Bristol,  required  Okey  to  dispose  of 
his  forces  not  merely  for  defence  but  offence,  and  to  make 
the  security  of  the  city  and  adjoining  county  his  special 
care.  He  was  further  requested  to  search  Colonel  Popham's 
house  near  Bristol,  as  many  arms  were  suspected  to  be  stored 
there.  (Popham,  the  ardent  Parliamentarian  of  1()4'2,  had, 
like  Massey  aiul  many  others,  become  a  Royalist.)  In 
August,  tlie  Council  empowered  the  militia  commissioners 
to  raise  money  b}^  the  levy  of  a  month's  assessment  on  the 
inhabitants  ;  but  the  alarm  had  subsided  in  the  following- 
month,  wlien  General  Desbrowo  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  that  the  militia  authorities  should  be 
authorized  to  pay  off  and  dismiss  the  troops  of  horse  and 
foot  that  they  had  raised.  Nevertheless  a  panic  must  have 
occurred  in  the  city  so(jn  afterwards,  probably  arising  out 
of  a  Royalist  revolt  at  Chester,  for  on  November  1st,  tlie 
Common  Council  ordered  that,  towards  paying  off  the  ser- 
geants, drummers  and  others  em])loyed  for  the  defence  of 
the  city  "on  the  late  iusurrrction,"  the  Chamberlain  should 
temporarily  advance  il4->.  The  regiment  of  soldiers  sent 
down  b}^  the  Government  next  began  tj  give  serious  trouble. 
Their  pay  fell  many  weeks  in  arrear,  and  being  unable  to 
obtain  food  in  a  regular  manner  they  threatened  to  help 
themselves  by  force.  Tlieir  commanding  otiicer  thereupon 
proposed  that  the  citizens  should  provide  the  men  with 
a  week's  pay  "  in  lieu  of  free  ((uarters  "  ;  and  on  December 
'2bt\i  the  (j'hamberlain  paid  iloO  "  to  certain  officers^  and 
soldiers  of  Mainwaring's  regiment  to  prevent  plundering." 
Further  suras  must  have  been  extorted,  for  at  a  Council 
meeting  on  January  Gth,  1000,  the  minutes  state  that  with 
a  view  to  preventing  disturbances,  and  relieving  both 
soldiers  and  citizens,  the  Chamber  had  advancetl  £105. 
The  money  seems  to  have  l^een  recovered  by  levying  a  rate 
on  the  householders.     The  troops  were  removed  a  few  days 
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afterwards  ;  and  the  Council  of  State  having  authorized  the 
Mayor  to  raise  a  sufficient  local  force  for  the  preservation  of 
peace,  the  trained  bands  were  formed  into  a  regiment  of 
militia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Aldworth,  Town  Clerk,  with 
James  Powell,  Chamberlain,  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
Nehemiah  Collins  as  major. 

John  Hicks,  mercer^  having  refused  to  accept  the  office  of 
Common  Councillor,  was  fined  £'2(K)  in  September,  and 
orders  were  given  for  his  committal  to  gaol  if  he  refused  to 
pay.  ]\Ir,  Hicks,  unable  to  bear  this  rigorous  treatment, 
consented  to  enter  the  Council,  and  in  due  course  served  the 
offices  of  Sheriff'  and  Mayor.  It  may  be  noted  that  about 
this  date  the  minutes  of  the  Chamber  begin  to  be  written 
by  a  scribe  whoso  execrable  caligrapliy  would  alone  render 
them  almost  unintelligible,  but  wlio  also  occasionally  re- 
corded them  in  shorthand,  and  sometimes  wrote  only  the 
initials  of  the  persons  named  in  resolutions  ! 

Probably  the  last  surviving  tradesman  dealing  exclusively 
in  bows  and  arrows  for  military  and  sporting  purposes  made 
his  appearance  in  the  city  at  this  time.  On  September  15th, 
James  Price,  "  fletcher,"  was  admitted  to  tlie  freedom. 
"  There  being,"  says  the  minute,  "  none  of  the  same  trade 
in  the  city,"  no  fine  seems  to  liave  been  demanded. 

The  occasional  eccentricity  of  corporate  proceedings  is 
illustrated  by  a  resolution  passed  l)y  the  Council  on  Sep- 
tember 20th.  It  was  ordered  that  the  number  of  boys  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Hospital  sliould  be  increased  from  28  to 
40,  and  that  the  addition  should  be  made  as  revenues  fell  in 
hand.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
boys  took  ])laco  until  lOSl — twenty-two  years  later. 

The  Council  being  informed  in  October  that  the  liead  of 
the  conduit  near  Green's  Mill,  supplying  the' Quay  and 
Back  Pipes  with  water,  was  in  a  defective  state,  and  the 
supply  much  impeded,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make 
the  necessary  reparations.  (Green's  Mill,-  of  wdiich  some 
remains  still  exist,  was  situated  about  2(K)  yards  to  the 
south  of  the  present  Ashley  Hill  railway  station.)  The 
above  minute  is  almost  the  only  one  in  which  any  reference 
is  made  to  the  principal  city  conduit,  though  it  is  super- 
abundantly mentioned  in  the  Chamberlain's  accounts.  The 
reservoir  near  the  spring  must  have  been  entirely  unpro- 
tected, as  there  are  numberless  payments  for  opening  the 
conduit  in  various  places  in  order  to  remove  the  bodies  of 
dead  cats  that  stopped  the  supply.  In  one  audit  book  there 
are  four  such  items  within  three  months,  and  in  1G60,  after 
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tlie  above  committee  liad  presumably  fulfilled  its  commis- 
sion, the  Chamberlain  was  compelled  to  disburse  money  to 
a  plumber  "  for  taking  cats  out  of  the  pipes."  Similar  pay- 
ments occur  in  connection  with  "the  Gaunts'  Pipe"  sup- 
plying the  City  School  and  neighbouring  houses  in  College 
Green.  Seven  or  eight  dead  animals  were  sometimes  taken 
out  of  this  conduit  within  a  twelvemonth. 

In  despite  of  the  precautions  taken  by  the  Protector's 
ministers,  the  Royalists  in  this  district  were  still  preparing 
for  an  outbreak.  Amongst  the  State  Papers  for  December 
is  a  letter  from  Secretary  Nicholas  to  a  local  agent,  stating 
that  he  will  advise  the  King  to  send  Major-General  Massey 
to  take  charge  of  "the  Bristol  business,"  for  which,  says 
the  ingenuous  writer,  "he  is  the  .fittest  person,  being  an 
excellent  commander,  faithful  and  loyal "  ! 

The  removal  of  lylainwaring's  regiment  gave  tlie  local 
loyalists  fresh  encouragement  to  prosecute  their  design  for^ 
a  popular  rising.  One  of  the  most  industrious  of  the  in- 
triguers was  a  merchant  named  Richard  Ellsworth,  who, 
clearly  with -the  countenance  of  some  influential  citizens, 
sedulously  sought  recruits  amongst  apprentices  and  young 
men,  urging  them  to  take  united  action  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  existing  Government  and  the  restoration  of  the 
monarch3^  The  reception  by  General  Monk  of  petitions 
for  a  free  Parliament  whilst  advancing  with  his  army 
towards  Lon(k)n  lent  additional  strength  to  the  secret 
agitation  in  Bristol,  and  on  February  2nd,  IGdO,  a  consider- 
able number  of  youths  gathered  in  the  Marsh  in  a  tumul- 
tuous manner,  some  raising  cries  for  "  a  fi'ee  Parliament." 
and  otluTs  for  "Charles  Stewart."  Emboldened  l)}--  this 
successful  deiiance  of  the  authoritie,s,  the  apprentices  and 
their  confederates  returned  into  the  city,  where  they  seized 
the  main  Guard-house  before  the  militia  could  be  collected, 
broke  into  various  houses,  carrying  off  the  arms  found 
there,  and,  after  attracting  many  more  adherents  by  beat- 
ing drums  about  the  streets,  and  making  "great  brags  of 
what  they  would  do,"  had  the  audacity  to  set  a  guard  on 
the  Mayor  and  confine  him  to  his  house.  Notwithstanding 
proclamations  by  the  magistrates  on  the  i3rd  and  4th, 
requiring  the  apprentices  to  return  to  their  homes,  the 
disturbances  were  renewed  daily  for  a  week,  during  which 
many  Royalist  gentry  flocked  in  from  the  country  to  stimu- 
late the  rioters ;  whilst  ordinary  business  was  jiractically 
suspended,  and  the  authorities  were  apparently  paralysed. 
PTad  there  been  any  solid  foundation  for  the  statements  of 
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Royalist  conspirators  as  to  3,(X)0  Bristolians  being  eager  to 
rise  for  the  King,  no  circumstances  could  be  imagined  more 
favourable  than  these  for  securing  the  city  for  His  Majesty 
and  effecting  a  revolution.  But  the  arrival  of  a  single 
troop  of  horse  completely  changed  the  situation.  Ellsworth 
and  other  instigators  of  disorder  sought  safety  in  precipi- 
tate flight,  and  after  a  proclamation  of  the  Mayor  and 
Council  at  the  High  Gross,  requiring  immediate  submission, 
the  apprentices  repaired  to  the  Marsh,  and  laid  down  their 
arms.  The  Corporation  were  enabled  to  inform  the  Govern- 
ment on  February  10th  that  order  was  restored.  The 
Council  of  State  promptly  replied,  thanking  them  for  their 
good  affection  in  subduing  by  God's  help  the  mutinous 
distemper  raised  by  malignant  spirits,  and  for  the  diligence 
that  had  been  displayed,  and  desiring  care  to  be  taken  for 
the  discovery  of  the  fomentors.  Three  or  four  youths  are 
said  to  have  been  committed  to  prison,  but  there  is  no 
record  of  their  punishment.  The  Government,  indeed, 
■discountenanced  severity.  Addressing  Colonel  Okey  on 
February  2r)th,  the  Council  of  State  sharply  demanded  to 
know  why  he  had,  contrary  to  instructions,  removed  Bris- 
tolians out  of  their  houses,  imprisoning  some,  and  threaten- 
ing to  send  others  to  Chepstow  Castle.  Nothing  of  that 
kind  was  to^be  done  without  orders,  except  in  case  of  insur- 
rection, and  the  military  must  not  trench  upon  the  civil 
:authority,  or  on  the  inhabitants  iu  their  lawful  rights. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  above  facts  have  been  gleaned  from 
the  State  Papers,  the  local  annalists  affording  scarcely  any 
information  on  the  subject.  Ellsworth  stole  up  to  Ijoudon, 
and  oti  February  Kith,  a  pamphlet  that  may  be  safely 
attributed  to  hiiii  was  published  there,  entitled  "  A  Letter 
of  the  x\pprentices  of  the  City  of  Bristol  to  the  Apprentices 
of  the  City  of  London,"  denouncing  the  Government  and 
the  House  of  Commons,  declaring  that  the  pretended  writers 
would  resist  the  payment  of  taxes  until  the  meeting  of  a 
free  Parliament,  and  trusting  that  "you  will  quit  your- 
selves as  free-born  English  gallants,  and  play  the  man  for 
God,  religion  and  the  country."  Ellsworth's  attempts  to 
excite  rioting  in  the  capital,  of  which  he  afterwards  boasted, 
Avere,  however,  speedily  suppressed,  and  he  iled  bacl:  to 
Bristol,  whence,  on  February  25th,  he  sent  a  letter  to 
•General  Monk.  Carefully  concealing  his  recent  doughty 
deeds,  the  writer  stigmatised  the  Mayor,  the  Town  Clerk, 
Alderman  Yate,  and  others,  as  fanatics,  who  excluded  the 
"  sober    and    judicious "    aldermen,   Gonning,   Joseph   and 
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Miles  Jackson,  Balman,  Farmer,  Sandy  and  AVhite,  from 
their  consultations,  "so  that  the  most  factions  are  now  the 
only  actors,"  and  a  number  of  insinuations  follow  as  to  the 
alleged  hostile  intentions  of  the  Mayor,  the  Baptists,  and 
the  Quakers.  This  earliest  specimen  of  EUsAvorth's  malig- 
nant penmanship  is  amongst  the  Popham  M8S.  at  Littlecote. 

The  authority  of  the' magistrates  had  been  greatly  shaken 
by  the  youthful  mutiny,  and  by  the  impotence  of  their 
efforts  for  its  suppression ;  and  the  lower  classes  were  soon 
ripe  for  further  disturbance.  On  March  5th,  the  day  before 
Shrove  Tuesday,  the  justices  made  their  customary  procla- 
mation by  the  bellman,  prohibiting  the  ancient  sports  of 
the  season — cock-throwiiig,  dog-tossing,  and  football-playing 
in  the  streets.  But  the  bellman  was  knocked  about  b}-- 
a  mob,  and  had  bis  livery  destroyed,  and  next  day  the 
apprentices  threw  at  geese  and  hens  instead  of  cocks,  and 
tossed  bitches  and  cats  instead  of  dogs,  committing  some  of 
these  pranks  before  the  INFayor's  windows,  and  breaking  the 
liead  of  one  of  the  Slieriifs  into  the  bargain.  The  turmoil, 
which  is  re2)orted  by  Ko^'alist  chroniclers  with  great  glee, 
had  no  serious  consequences.  The  Corporation,  soon  after- 
wards, were  so  satisfied  with  the  as])ect  of  affairs  that  on 
J\[arch  2r)th  the  Chamberlain  paid  £20  "to  two  troo])s  of 
horse  that  were  in  town,  to  send  them  going." 

The  last  effort  of  the  civic  Council  to  maintain  tlie  Com- 
monwealth was  made  at  a  meeting  on  IMarcli  15th,  when  it 
was  resolved  to  present  an  address  to  Parliament — "  the 
liump" — recognising  its  authority,  and  expressing  "  good 
affection  "  towards  it.  The  Chamber  furtlier  determined,  if 
London  and  tithor  |)lact>s  jnirsued  the  same  course,  to  peti- 
tion for  a  continuance  of  the  existing  |^arliament — convoked 
nearly  twenty  ^^cars  previously  —  and  for  filling  up  the 
hundreds  of  vacancies  occasioned  by  deaths  and  ejections. 
A  third  resolution  directed  that  sjDcedy  measures  should  be 
taken  to  obtain  from  the  Government  the  repayment  of 
upwards  of  £C)(X)  owing  to  the  Corporation  and  the  inhabi- 
tants for  the  quartering  of  soldiers.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  Avliether  the  desire  of  recovering  the  debt  luicl  any 
influence  in  i)rompting  the  offering  of  "good  affection." 
At  another  meeting,  on  the  27th,  letters  were  read  from 
General  Monk  and  Vice-Admiral  Penn,  and  as  no  record  of 
their  purport  appears  in  the  minutes,  it  may  be  safely  sur- 
mised that  they  enunciated  views  respecting  the  Parliament 
in  flat  contradiction  to  those  so  recently  advocated  by  the 
Council. 
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Admiral,  or,  as  lie  was  often  styled,  General  Penn,  liad 
taken  an  early  opportunity  of  deserting  the  Commonwealtli 
Government  and -paying,  his  devotions  to  the  rising  sun. 
In  jH'oniotion  of  his  personal  ambition,  he  now  contemplated 
offering  himself  for  the  representation  of  his  native  city  in 
tlie  Convention  Parliament,  and  as  a  then  indispensable 
qualification  for  the  position,  he  applied  to  the  Council  for 
admission  as  a  freeman,  a  privilege  that  he  claimed  by  right 
of  birth.  A  committef^  was  appointed  to  search  the  records, 
and  as  his  father,  Giles  Penn,  was  found  to  have  been  a 
free  burgess,  he  was  admitted  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  election  of  members  took  place  in  April.  Admiral 
Penn  had  rendered  distinguished  services  at  the  conquest  of 
Jamaica  in  1(!55,  but  the  vast  importance  of  that  island  in 
a  local  point  of  view  was  not  then  appreciated,  and  the 
candidate's  conversion  to  lloyalism  was  not  likely  to  com- 
mend him  to  the  bullv  of  the  Corporation.  The  other 
aspirants  were  John  Knight  (senior),  a  fervent  Royalist, 
and  the  Recorder,  John  Stephens,  who  had,  while  member 
for  Gloucestershire,  been  a  supporter  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Penn  was  rejected,  but  the  poll  has  unfortunately  perished. 
The  Town  Clerk,  Robert  Aldworth,  was  elected  for  Devizes. 
The  Atlmiral  was  immediately  afterwards  returned  for 
Weymouth,  which  he  rejn'csented  until  his  death.  Pie  was 
charged  in  l(l(J8  Avith  embezzling  naval  prize  goods,  and  he 
aclmitted  that,  by  permission  of  the  Achniralty  and  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  King,  goods  Avere  distril)uted  to  the 
hag  officers  to  the  value  of  ciul,(HH)  each,  and  that  he  took 
<loub]e  that  amount  for  himself.  Pe2)ys,  in  his  Diary,  rarely 
loses  a  chance  of  vilipending  Penn  as  a  rogue  and  rascal, 
but  those  railings  })robably  sprang  from  nothing  more  than 
vexation  at  having  to  serve  under  him,  and  irritation  at 
finding  personal  schemes  of  aggrandizement  detected  and 
overthrown. 

An  ordinance  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  issued  about  the 
end  of  A])ril,  may  be  i-egarded  as  the  last  protest  of  expir- 
ing cor])orate  Puritanism.  Tlie  document  condemns  the 
liberty  lately  taken  by  rude  persons  in  setting  u])  may- 
poles, occasioning  disorderly  gatherings,  especially  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  forbids  such  ass(nnblies  and  the  erection  of 
may-poles,  and  orders  the  constables  to  remove  those  that 
were  standing.  It  is  probable  that  the  command  was  ignored 
by  the  parish  officials.  The  truth  was  that  Puritanism, 
aimino-  at  an  unattainable  standard,  had  denied  the  multi- 
tude,  not  merely   brutalising  pl(^asures,   but  the.  innocent 
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amusements  of  tlie  drama,  the  may-pole,  the  Christmas 
feast,  the  Sunday  walk,  and  other  pleasures  which  are  a 
moral  necessity  of  human  nature.  The  consequence  of  a 
tyranny  of  godliness  when  the  Republican  yoke  was  felt  to 
be  shaken  to  pieces  was  a  recoil  that  soon  developed  into 
uncontrolled  licentiousness. 

In  the  civic  audit-book  of  the  year  is  the  following  entry, 
dated  May  10th  : — "  Charges  for  putting  the  wine  in  the 
Key  Pipe  at  the  proclaiming  of  the  King,  4,v.  lOfZ."  This 
is  the  only  known  record  as  to  the  date  of  the  ceremony, 
but  an  annalist  states  that  the  proclamation  was  read  by 
Francis  Gleed,  one  of  the  Sheriffs,"  in  the  presence  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  robed  in  scarlet — as  they  had  been  at 
the  proclamation  of  Richard  Cromwell  less  than  two  ^^ears 
before.  The  wine  drank  in  the  Tolzey  and  that  "  jnit  into 
the  conduits,"  at  a  cost  of  al)out  £19,  were,  however,  inno- 
vations signalling  the  dawn  of  a  new  era.  The  revolution 
in  the  State  was  accompanied  by  a  startling  revulsion  in 
national  manners  and  customs,  political  consistency  going 
as  much  out  of  fashion  as  persorjal  sobriety,  pious  enthu- 
siasm, and  Puritanical  gai'ments.  The  object  most  eagerly 
pursued  in  the  Council  House,  even  b}''  many  men  who  had 
been  ardent  advocates  of  the  Cr(jmwellian  system,  was  the 
favour  of  the  new  -monarch,  a.  favour  which,  as  seems  to 
have  been  well  known,  could  be  secured  onl^^  in  one  way. 
On  May  29th  the  Chamber  debated  as  to  what  gift  in 
money  should,  be  offered  to  His  IMajesty  as  a  token  of  love 
and  affection,  when  a  considerable  majority  determined 
that  the  present  should'  be  £500,  only  three  members- — one 
of  them  a  ca])tain  under  the  ConnnonAvealth — voting  for 
£1,(K)().  It  was  easier  to  a])])ruve  of  such  a  tk)nation  than 
to  produce  it,  for  the  civic  treasury  was  em'i)ty,  and  the 
Corporation  were  deeplj'-  in  debt.  '  It  was  at  first  ])roposed  to 
borrow  the  monej''  from  a  number  of  members,  nearly  all 
of  whom  had  been  prominent  anti-Royalists.  Eventually, 
the  whole  sum,  with  £50  exti'a  for  its  conversion  into  gold, 
was  borrowed,  on  the  security  of  the  city,  from  Aldermen 
Joseph  Jackson  and  Farmer,  two  leading  Puritans  ;  and  the 
money  Avas  sent  up  to  London,  accompanied  by  a  congratu- 
latory address  of  thoroughly  loj^al  ring,  for  presentation  to 
His  Majesty  by  the  members  for  the  city,  and  a  numerous 
deputation  of  aldermen  and  councillors,  Ea'-cu  before  the 
gift  was  tendered,  however,  it  was  not  deemed  sufficiently 
ample  to  testify  the  devotion  and  open-handed  zeal  of  the 
new  converts  to  Royalism,     The  purchase  of  certain  Crown 
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fee-farms  from  tlie  Commonwealth  Government  for  £577 
has  been  noted  at  page  232.  At  a  hastily  convened  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  on  June  8th,  it  was  resolved  that  these 
rents,  producing  £(57  a  year,  should  be  freely  returned  to 
the  King  when  the  gift  in  gold  was  offered  to  him  ;  and  a 
deed  under  the  city  seal,  testifying  this  free-will  surrender, 
was  hurried  up  after  the  deputation,  who,  as  may  be  con- 
ceived, met  with  a  gracious  reception  from  the  throne.  A 
few  days  later,  the  Council  .again  assembled  to  make  pre- 
parations for  dul}^  celebrating  the  day  (June  28th)  fixed  by 
the  Government  for  a  national  thanksgiving,  on  the  happy 
Restoration.  It  was  resolved  that  the  Corporation  should 
proceed  in  state  to  the  cathedral  to  hear  a  sermon,  and  the 
members  of  the  trade  Companies  were  desired  to  attend 
''  in  their  formalities."  Further  instructions  were  given  for 
the  firing  of  salutes  from  the  great  guns,  and  for  fireworks 
in  the  evening.  Altogether,  the  gunpowder  burnt  "  at  his 
JMajesty's  coming  in  "  cost  the  Chamber  £7(j  liJ.v.  'i)d. 

]\ruch  more  required  to  be  done  for  perfecting  and  em- 
bellishing the  new  order  of  things.  The  statue  of  Charles  I., 
which  had  been  concealed  after  its  removal  from  the  High 
Cross,  was  again  brought  forth,  but  had  suffered  so  much  in 
the  civic  vaults  as  to  be  unfit  for  restoration  to  its  original 
place.  The  Chamberlain  had  the  "old  picture,"  as  he  called 
it,  taken  to  the  house  of  a  carver  named  Thorne,  who  ])ro- 
duced  a  new  statue,  set  it  up  in  the  Cross,  and  repaired  the 
other  figun^s  there,  for  £13.  A  painter  was  next  engaged 
to  re-decorate  the  royal  arms,  also  drawn  from  a  hiding- 
place,  and  to  illuminate  the  new  statue,  and  received  £5  iO.v. 
for  his  ])ains.  The  corporate  ])late,  tarnished  from  disuse, 
was  regildeil,  and  the  state  sword  refurbislied,  lit  a  cost  of 
£20.  A  new  silver  mace  wiis  obtained  for  the  Chamberlain. 
The  custom  of  ducking  vixenish  women,  long  suspended, 
was  revived,  for  which  end  a  new  cucking-stool  was  set  up 
at  the  Weir.  The  perambulation  of  the  city  boundaries 
was  revived  with  unusual  ceremony,  and  was  wound  up  by 
a  grand  banquet  in  the  Guildhall.  And  this  was  natui-all}^ 
followed  by  a  formal  survey  of  the  water  boundaries,  when 
the  monotony  of  the  voj^age  was  relieved  by  continuous 
feasting. 

Whilst  these  matters  were  proceeding,  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  was  applied  to  for  the  redress  of  irregu- 
larities alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  the  Common 
Council.  John  Locke  and  Gabriel  Sherman,  who  had,  in 
165G,  tendered  a  resignation  of  their  aldermanships  in  a 
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formal  document  (see  jo.  265),  applied  for  and  obtained  a 
mandamus  to  recover  their  places,  and  similar  mandates 
were  issued  on  behalf  of  Henry  Creswick,  Nicholas  Gale, 
Kichard  Gregson,  and  John  Knight  (senior),  who  had  all 
been  aldermen,  but  had  been  expelled  (though,  with  the 
exception  of  Greswick,  ejected  in  1645,  there  is  no  record 
of  their  expulsion  in  the  civic  minutes).  Except  in  the 
case  of  Locke,  who  was  generally  unpopular,  the  Gouncil 
offered  no  resistance  to  the  writs,  and  Locke  Avas  also  rein- 
stated a  few  Aveeks  later. 

The  triumphant  Eoj^alists,  dissatisfied  with  these  legal 
victories,  next  sought  to  expel  from  the  Gouncil  Ghamber 
every  vestige  of  the  Puritan  part3^  The  State  Papers  of 
the  3'ear  contain  numerous  documents  concerning  their 
manoeuvres,  which  have  wholly  escaped  local  historians. 
Early  in  September,  Henry  Greswick,  the  restored  alder- 
man, and  some  of  like  principles,  secretly  adilressed  a 
j^etition  to  the  Xing,  asking  permission  to  turn  out  of 
the  Gouncil  all  such  as  had  been  elected  for  their  support 
of  the  late  Government,  to  restore  loyal  men  that  had  been 
ejected,  and  to  elect  others  chosen  by  themselves.  Speedy 
action  was  requested  to  prevent  the  other  part}''  from  elect- 
ing officers  on  September  15th.  The  jietition  passed  through 
■the  hands  of  the  Lord  Ghancellor  (('larendon),  who  informed 
Secretary  Nicholas  that  the  King  Avould  write  to  the  IMayor. 
These  men,  he  added,  were  impatient  to  have  all  done  at 
once,  but  it  must  bo  done  by  degrees.  In  the  result,  the 
electioiis  came  on  befoi'c  the  King  thought  fit  to  interfere; 
Init  the  secret  intriguers  had  no  cause  for  complaint.  The 
system  of  voting  by  ballot  was,  of  course,  abolished  as  a 
ri'lic  of  l^uritanism,  and  the  chief  magist]-acy  was  conferred 
on  Creswick  himself,  while  the  sterling  Hoyalist,  John 
Knight  (senior),  and  Thomas  ^Stevens,  a  convert,  were 
appointed  Sheriff's.  (Knight,  urging  that  his  duties  as 
member  of  Parliament  reriuired  all  his  attention,  Avas 
excused  ;  StcA^'us,  refusing  to  accept  office,  Avas  fined  £20(1, 
and  Avas  ordered  to  be  committed  to  gaol  until  he  produced 
the  penalty,  but  Avas  ultimately  ]iardoned,  and  served  as 
Sheriff  in  the  folIoAving  year.)  The  meeting  had  next  to 
consider  a  missive  from  the  King,  received  some  time 
before.  His  Majesty  stated  that  he  had  received  informa- 
tion of  the  suiferings,  through  loyalty,  of  Alexander  Clra}', 
a  Bristol  merchant,  and  that  the  office  of  corporate  Gham- 
berlain  was  executed  by  James  PoAvell,  said  to  have  been 
elected  on  the  recommendation  of  GroniAvell.     Gray  being 
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represented  as  fit  for  the  place,  the  King  recommended  his 
appointment.  Profusely  loyal  as  the  Chamber  had  now 
become,  it  was  shocked  by  this  characteristic  specimen  of 
Stewart  meddlesomeness  in  behalf  of  an  obscure  Scotch 
intruder,  who,  being  a  "foreigner,"  was  disqualified  by 
the  express  terms  of  the  cit}^  charters.  A  petition  was 
forthwith  drawn  up,  declaring  that  Powell  had  been  chosen 
out  of  numerous  candidates  as  the  most  deserving,  without 
being  recommended  by  Cromwell  or  any  other,  and  having 
always  faithfully  exercised  his  office,  it  was  prayed  that  the 
royal  request  would  not  be  pressed.  Charles  abandoned  his 
nominee,  but  the  determination  to  displace  Powell  continued, 
and  was  effected,  as  Avill  be  shown,  in  April,  1()()2. 

To  return  to  tlie  intrigue  of  Creswick  and  his  con- 
federates. On  September  21tli,  1G60,  nine  days  after 
Creswick's  election  as  Mayor,  the  expected  letter  arrived 
from  the  King.  His  Majesty,  j^rofessing  anxiety  to  remove 
difficulties  between  his  subjects  if  they  conducted  them- 
selves well,  desired  that  former  members  of  the  Council 
removed  for  their  loyalty  should  be  restored,  that  the  legal 
number  of  forty-three  should  as  far  as  possible  be  made 
up  from  such  survivors  as  were  chosen  before  the  Civil  War, 
and  that  all. the  rest  of  the  aldermen  and  councillors  should 
be  expelled.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  although  Creswick 
was  now  empowered  to  fleal  root  and  branch  witli  his 
opponents  in  accordance  with  his  })revious  request,  he  took 
no  action  whatever  against  them.  On  April  2nd,  lOGl,  the 
King,  in  anotlier  letter,  repeated  his  previous  orders,  but 
the  matter  was  never  brought  befcu-e  the  Council  through- 
out Creswick's  mayt)ralty.  His  ultra-Hoyalist  colleagues 
Avere  naturally  furious.  Ellsworth,  the  virulent  mouth- 
piece of  the  malcontents,  complained  to  Secretary  Nicholas 
that  the  Mayor  still  kept  in  their  places  hife  relations  by 
marriage,  such  as  Alderman  Jose])h  Jackson,  a  factious 
Anabaptist,  who  had  fined  a  man  G<s'.  8(^.,  for  drinking  the 
King's  health,  and  Robert  Aldworth,  the  Town  Clerk,  who 
o])[)osed  the  Restoration  ;  whilst  the  loyalists  expelled  in 
li'A'y  had  not  been  brought  back,  in  spite  of  the  King's  in- 
structions. Aldermen  AVilliam  Colston  and  Nathaniel  Cale, 
two  extreme  partisans,  wrote  to  the  Secretary  in  a  similar 
strain,  affirming  that  the  Mayor  was  favouring  Aldermen 
who  were  mortal  enemies  of  the  King,  and  who,  being  as 
six  to  one  in  the  whole  number,  would  throw  all  charge- 
able offices  upon  lo3'al  men,  wlio  were  disabled  to  bear  them 
through  sequestrations.     The    Mayor,    it   was  added,  had 
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endeared  himself  to  the  sectaries,  who  abounded,  by  making 
Alderman  Vickr\s  his  deputy,  and  was  now  in  London 
seeking  to  get  the  militia  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Corporation^ 
which  might  be  of  "  ill  consequence."  Prebendary  Daslifield 
also  denounced  the  Mayor's  remissness  and  the  fanaticism 
of  the  Aldermen,  and  sent  up  the  names  of  "  untainted  men," 
fit  for  service.  Eighteen  barrels  of  gunpowder,  he  added, 
had  been  found  in  the  house  of  Major  Roe,  a  Quaker,  who 
had  borne  arms  against  the  Crown,  yet  the  Mayor  had 
returned  three  barrels  to  the  owner,  which  the  writer  con- 
sidered scandalous.  The  purification  of  the  Chamber  under 
Cres wick's  successor  will  be  narrated  presently. 

The  insatiable  craving  for  ap[)ointments  under  the  Crown, 
or  procurable  by  its  inthuMice,  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous incidents  that  followed  the  Restoration.  The  King- 
had  scarcely  settled  down  at  AVhitehall  before  he  was  up  to  the 
knees  in  memorials  for  compensations,  rewards,  and  honours. 
Amongst  the  crowd  of  local  solicitors,  Captain  Richard 
Yeamans  petitioned  for  asurveyorship  of  Customs,  represent- 
ing that  his  brother  Robert  was  murdered,  another  brother 
cut  to  pieces,  and  himself  wounded,  imprisoned,  and 
banished,  after  being  deprived  of  an  estate  of  £2,(X")0.  (He 
was  a])poinbed  Comptroller,  but  died  soon  afterwards.)  The 
six  chikb-en  of  George  Bowcher,  executed  with  Yeamans, 
prayed,  but  unsuccessfully,  for  a  continuance  of  the  pension 
of  £100  that  had  been  received  by  their  mother.  William 
Colston,  the  father  of  Edward,  pltn\ding  heavy  losses  during 
the  war,  sued  for,  and  eventually  obtained,  the  post  of 
English  Consul  at  Marseilles  for  his  son  Richard,  a  youth 
of  about  20  years  of  age.  John  Eitzherbert  coolly  applied 
for  two  Custonu'rships  bcciuise  he  had  been  concernctl  in 
the  Yeanums'  plot,  for  which,  he  alleged,  he  had  been  chained 
to  another  man  in  the  Castle  for  nine  Aveeks,  and  had  lost 
£5,0)0  in  the  royal  cause.  AVilliam  Baber,  gunpowder 
maker,  whose  sufferings  under  tht^  despotism  of  Charles  I. 
are  recorded  in  previous  pages,  sought  for  a  good  place  in 
the  Customs,  alleging  that  he  had  supplied  the  late  King 
with  £2,50(J  worth  of  powder,  never  paid  for.  Then  Samuel 
Earley,  who  had  been  a  leading  innkeeper  in  the  city, 
begged  for  a  good  appointment  because  he  had  carried 
letters  for  General,  now  Sir  Edward,  Massey  and  other 
Royalist  conspirators  in  165!)  at  the  hazard  of  his  life. 
His  appeal  being  neglected,  Farley  had  the  impudence  to 
ask  for  a  blank  warrant  for  a  baronetcy,  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  it  to  the  best  bidder  (then  a  common  practice). 
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/Being  again  rebuffed,  lie  besought  the  King  to  procure  for 
Miim  the  office  qf  Sword-bearer  of  Bristol  ;  but,  t]iougli  a 
recommendation  to  that  effect  was'  sent  from  Court,  the 
Common  Council  elected  another  candidate.  The  King 
at  length  silenced  the  sturdy  mendicant  by  granting 
him  a  surveyorship  in  the  Customs  at  London.  A  son 
of  one  Sir  Peter  R^^caut  sued  for  the  office  of  Town  Clerk 
of  Bristol,  and  the  King  actually  granted  him  an  order 
demanding  the  dismissal  of  Robert  Aldworth,  appointed 
tiuring  the  usurpation.  Aldworth,  however,  found  pro- 
tectors at  Court,  and  the  order  Avas  cancelled  ;  but 
Rycaut  made  strenuous  efforts  for  its  revival,  lirst  by  an 
abortive  ilno  Wavfanto^  and  afterwards  by  trumping  up 
calumnious  charges  that  he  was  unable  to  prove.  John 
Thruston  begged  for  the  chamberlainship  of  Bristol  in 
consideration  for  his  loyal  exertions  and  losses,  and  soon 
"  after  succeeded  in  his  aim.  Hester  Adams  ])etitioned  for 
the  place  of  one  of  the  Queen's  starchers,  j^leading  that  her 
late  husband  lost  i^8()0  by  the  burning  of  his  house  at  Bed- 
minster  for  the  King's  service,  by  order  of  Prince  Rupert. 
Lord  Bristol's  valet  a])plied  for  the  richest  ])lace  in  the 
local  Custom  House,  simply  on  the  ground  that  the  existing 
official  had  servedamder  the  Commonwealth.  One  Laurence 
Drake  asked  for  another  Cyustoms  appointment,  producing 
Lord  Poulet's  certificate  that  he  had  lost  £'2,r)(.X)  for  his 
loA^alty.  Several  clergymen  supplicated  for  [jrebends  in 
the  cathedral,  and  four  of  them,  including  two  popular  men, 
Richard  Towgood  and  Richard  Standfast,  were  appointed. 
Probal)ly  the  most  (damdrous  and  persistent  of  nil  the 
np})licau(s  wns  Iviidiard  KllswHirth,  a.  relative  o{  the  Poyntz 
family  t)f  iron  Acton,  who  alleged  he  had  been  wounded 
during  the  siege  of  Kl-ir),  and  contended  that,  in  spite  of  the 
pretensions  of  various  other  citizens,  he  was  entitled  to  the 
entire  credit  of  inciting  the  apprentices  to  insurrection  in 
the  preceding  s])ring,  though  he,  of  course,  said  nothing  of 
his  desertion  of  them  on  the  apj)earance  of  a  few  troops. 
His  ]>retensions  were  supported  by  tlie  Ara3^or  and  some 
old  Royalists  in  the  Council,  and  by  Sir  Robert  Pojaitz, 
while  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  testified  that  the  apj:)licant 
had  rendered  useful  service  in  London  just  before  the 
Restoratio]!.  B}'-  dint  of  strenuous  efforts,  Ellsworth 
obtained  one  of  the  offices  of  Customer  in  Bristol,  being 
apparently  directed  to  keej)  the  Government  informed  upon 
local  political  movements.  Later  on,  he  got  a  petty  office 
in  the  King's  household,  and  was  dubbed  a  knight.     He 
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was  afterwards  occasionally  employed  as  an  agent  for 
fnrtliering  Bristol  business  at  Court,  for  Avliicli  lie  appears 
to  have  been  largely  rewarded. 

Corporate  sympathy  Avith  the  necessities  of  the  poor  in 
reference  to  butter  temporarily  revived  after  the  Restora- 
tion. At  a  Council  meeting  in  November,  six  members 
offered  to  advance  £20  each  for  the  purchase  of  butter  to  be 
retailed  at  cheap  rates,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
guaranteeing  them  from  loss.  It  is  known  that  etibrts 
were  being  made  at  this  time  to  obtain  a  new  patent  for 
the  exportation  of  calf-skins  ;  und  it  may  be  fairly  sur- 
mised that,  concurrently  with  the  above  beiievolence, 
endeavours  were  being  secretly  ])rosecuted  to  revive  the 
old  butter  monopoly.  Nothing  being  ol^tainable  from  the 
Government  in  this  direction,  corporate  butter  transactions 
came  to  an  end.  At  the  same  meeting  tlie  Council,  "  tak- 
ing note  of  the  great  numljer  of  cottages  latel}^  erected  and 
now  erecting  outside  Lawford's  Gate,  and  conceiving  it  to 
tend  to  the  great  impoverishment  of  the  city,"  directed  the 
Mayor  and  city  surveyors  to  confer  with  Mr.  Chester,  on 
whose  land  the  houses  were  built,  "  for  putting  a  stop  to 
further  building."  The  district,  however,  soon  became  the 
most  populous,  as  it  was  also  the  most  disorderly,  of  the 
sul)urbs. 

■  Mr.  Richard  Ellsworth.,  the  new  Customer,  with  certain 
colleagues  of  his  own  stamp,  was  engaged  during  the 
autumn,  under  a  commission  from  the  Government,  in 
summoning  all  the  inhabitants  over  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  commanding  them  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy.  In  a  letter  to  Secretary  Nicholas,  dated  Nov- 
tMiilun*  21st,  h(>  complains  that  ho  and  his  friends  are  much 
obstructed  by  QuaktTS  and  Anabaptist s  (whose  princi])les 
forbade  the  taking  of  oaths),  adding  that  loj^al  people  felt 
ao-o-rieved  if  those  danu'erous  and  disaffected  sectaries  were 
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excused.  Pie  ends  by  asking  lor  ])ower  to  imprison  alt  who 
refuse  to  swear.  "  These  monster>i,"  he  says,  in  a  second 
letter  to  the  same  effect,  "  are  more  numerous  in  Bristol 
than  in  all  the  AVest  of  England,  and  hold  meetings  of 
1,000  or  l,2rK),  to  the  great  alarm  of  the  city."  '  His  state- 
ments illustrate  the  treatment  to  which  Nonconformists 
generally  were  subjected,  though  tlieir  persecution  was 
then  only  beginning.  Ellsworth's  policy  having  been 
approved  by  the  Government,  before  the  end  of  the  year 
4,0CK)  Quakers  were  in  gaol  throughout  the  kingdom,  many 
for  refusing   to  bind    themselves  by  oaths,   some   for  dis- 
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obedience  to  tlie  proclamations  forbidding  religious  meetings 
by  Dissenters,  perhaps  all  through  tho  fear  of  the  Court 
that  they  sympathised  with  the  Fifth  Monarchy  fanatics. 
In  Bristol  a  party  of  sixty-five,  caught  whilst  holding  a 
prayer-meeting  at  the  'liouse  of  Dennis  Hollister,  were 
carried  oft'  to  Newgate,  their  number  being  subsequently 
increased  to  190  by  captures  in  Temjile  Street  and  other 
localities.  The  only  charge  against  the  majority  of  the 
prisoners  was  their  refusal  to  be  sworn.  Ex-cntually  they 
were  liberated,  in  common  with  their  co-religionists  else- 
where, through  the  unaccountaljlo  influence  exercised  over 
the  King  by  a  Quakeress  named  Margaret  Fell,  the  widow 
of  a  judge,  and  afterwards  wife  of  George  Fox.  It  may 
be  added  that  on  the  recovery  by  Mr.  Towgood,  Mr. 
Standfast  anrl  other  clergymen  of  their  parisli  churches 
the  original  Nonconformist  congregation  were  allowed  for 
some  time  to  hold  meetings  at  the  house  formerly  occupied 
by  Colonel  Scrope,  in  Castle  Precincts  ;  but  being  straitened 
for  room  they  hired  a  l)uilding  "  in  the  Friars  "  (meaning 
])robal)ly  the  old  Dominican  convent),  where  Mr.  Ewens^ 
who  still  remained  with  his  flock,  officiated  until  Jul}', 
IGOl,  when  he  was  committed  to  prison  for  preaching 
in  defiance  of  the  interdiction  of  the  magistrates.  The 
story  of  tliO'  other  Dissenting  bodies  at  this  ])eriod  is  not 
recorded. 

xllthough  many  presentments  had  been  made' by  grand 
juries  at  quarter  sessions,  pointing  out  the  inconvenience 
and  ])eril  arising  from  the  total  absence  of  street  lighting, 
the  civic  authorities  sliowed  great  ]-eluctance  to  promottj 
im])r()vcment  in  that  direction.  At  length,  in  December, 
flu?  Court  of  Ahh'rmcu  issued  a,  warrant  to  ihcir  olficors, 
ordering  them  to  give  notice  to  about  530  of  the/,  principal 
householders  to  hang  out  at  their  respective  doors  during 
the  winter  months  a  lantern  and  a  lighted  candle  from  (J 
to  [)  o'clock  every  niglit ;  a  penalty  of  3^-.  -id.  being 
threatened  for  ever}'^  default.  The  persons  on  whom  this 
duty  was  imposed  were  classified  in  parishes,  and  it  a})pears 
tliat  the  largest  numbers  lived  in  the  parishes  of  St. 
Nicholas  (01),  St.  Thomas  (tVi),  St.  Peter  (47),  and  St. 
Stephen  (43).  Christ  Church  parish  had  to  provide  thirt}^- 
one  lanterns,  the  inhabitants  of  Wine  Street  including 
three  Aldermen,  Colston,  Cale  and  Yate.  IMio  fashionable 
parish  of  St.  AVerburgh  contained  the  residences  of  the 
Mayor  (Henry  Creswick),  Aldermen  Gonning  and  M. 
Jackson,  and  Messrs.  Long,  Cann,  Langton  and  Yea  mans, 


302  THE    ANNALS    OF    BRISTOL  [16G0-61 

but  the  total  number  of  liglits  was  onl^^  thirteen.  Five 
Aldermen,  Tyson,  White,  Sandy,  J.  Jackson  and  James, 
lived  in  St.  Nicholas'  parish.  Having  imposed '  this  duty 
on  the  inhabitants,  the  Corporation  seem  to  have  thought 
that  some  effort  of  a  public  character  could  not  be  omitted 
without  discredit.  The  Chamberlain  accordingly  expended 
20s.  "  for  a  great  lanthorn  for  the  Tolzey,"  which  was 
followed,  a  year  later,  by  the  outlay  of  the  same  amount 
for  lanterns  at  the  Blind  Gate  and  Small  Street  Gate,  com- 
pleting the  civic  display. 

The  first  public  coach  from  Bristol  to  London  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers  is  believed  to  have  been  established 
in  1G()0.  It  was  certainly  running  in  IGGl,  and  was  one  of 
the  six  then  plying  between  leadiiig  provincial  towns  and 
the  capital.  The  "  machine  "  succeeded  in  completing  each 
journey  in  three  days,  by  dint  of  starting  early  each 
morning,  and  straggling  onward  until  late  at  night,  the 
accomplishment  of  forty  miles  a  day  being  then  considered 
a  Herculean  task.  The  feat  was  practicable  only  in  the 
summer  lialf-year,  and  traffic  was  suspended  during  the 
winter.  In  some  ])apers  of  the  famil}^  of  the  Gores  of 
Flax  Bourton,  now  in  the  Museum  and  Library,  is  a  note 
of  the  cost  of  a  coach  expeilition  in  1()G3.  "Paid  Jerrat 
'Gore's  coach  higher  from  London  to  Bristol,  £1  54,-.  ;  liis 
expenses  b}''  the  way,  lo.s-."  The  same  sums  were  laid  out 
on  the  return  journey. 

Amongst  the  grants  by  the  King  in  February,  1G()1,  was 
one  to  Colonel  Humphrey  Hooke  (grandson  of  the  gentle- 
man of  the  same  name  referred  to  in  previous  pages)  of  the 
Tveepership  of  Kingswood  and  FilLvood  forests,  with  a 
fee,  accortling  to  the  minute  in  the,' llecord  Oifice,  oilUl. 
"  yearly."  The  last  word  is  an  error,  7ld.  per  dtiy  being 
the  sum  payable  for  several  centuries  to  the  Keepers  of 
Kingswood  out  of  the  royal  fee-farm  of  Bristol.  The 
tergiversations  of  the  elder  Hooke,  wlio,  like  the  famous 
Vicar  of  Bray,  was  always  ready  to  cheer  the  winning  side, 
have  been  noted  at  page  215.  Having  died  on  the  eve  of 
the  Restoration,  his  wealth,  and  apparently  his  principles, 
descended  to  his  grandson,  Avho  became,  of  course,  a  vehe- 
ment Ko3^alist,  and  was  speedily  rewarded  with  the  honour 
of  knighthood.  The  Keeperslnp  of  the  two  Chases  must 
Iiave  been  practically  valueless,  the  deer  which  once 
swarmed  in  Kingswood  having  been  extirpated  during  the 
Civil  War  by  the  colliers  and  labourers,  who  invaded  the 
woods  and  worked  havoc  uncontrolled,  while  Fillwood,  as 
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Avas   shown   iu    page  61,    had    been    appropriated    by   the 
neighbouring  landlords  at  least  as  early    as  the   reign  of 
Elizabeth,  and  existed  only  in  name.     Soon  after  Hooke's 
appointment,  the  state  of  Kingswood  a])j)ears  to  have  been 
represented  to  the  Government  by  Sir  Gilbert  Gerard  and 
Sir  Nicholas  Throckmorton,    two   distinguished    Royalists 
during  the  Civil  War;    and  in  October,   KjGl,  Lord-Trea- 
surer Southampton  issued  a  warrant  to  them  and  others, 
j     constituting    them  Commissioners  to    negotiate  with    tlie 
I     ])ersons  claiming  ownership  over  the  Chase.     According  to 
I     their   report,   the   grasping     pretenders   speedily   found    it 
(     prudent   to  offer   terms.      Sir   John   Newton,    the   AVidow 
!     Player,  and   Philip  Langley,  three  of  the  largest  "  lords," 
undertook  to  set  out  one-third  part  of  the  area  claimed  by 
j     them,   as  well  as  a  tenth  j^art  of  the  coal,  as  tlie  King's 
share,  and  to  give  up  the  same  proportions  for  the  use  of 
the  commoners  and  the  poor.     John  Tooke,  who  held  the 
royalty  belonging  for  life  to  Lady  Berkeley,  had  subscribed 
i      to  the  same  conditions,  but  as  the  estate  was  entailed,  and 
no  good  title  could  be  made  without  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
he  wished  to  become  a  leasehold  tenant  under  the  King  for 
}lis  Majesty's  share.     The  guardians  of  the  infant  heiress 
of  John  Mallet  were  willing  to  set  out  the  two  third  shares, 
but  sought  to  become  tenants  as  in  the  last  case.     Thomas 
Chester,   lord  of  the  manor  of  Barton  Kegis,  consented  to 
set  out  two  third   ])arts  of   the  land   to  the  King  and  the 
commoners,   but  refused  to  part  with  any  of  the  coal ;  he 
also  was  desirous  to  become  tenant  of  the  King's  share, 
provided  that  all  the  very  numerous  cottages  erected  liy 
\      him  and    his    predecessors,    with   pLtts  of  land   attached  to 
'      them,  miii'lit  h«!  allotted  to  himself.    Most  of  the  inhabitants 
of   Bitton,    Mangt)tsfield    and    Sta])leton    holding    common 
rights  had  subscribed   for  an  enclosure  of  the  Chase,   but 
those  living  on  Chester's  liberty  Inid  most!}'-  objected,  owing 
to  Chester's  nonconformity  as   to  coaling.      The  Commis- 
sioners concluded  by  recommending  that  a  Commission  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  should  be  issued  to  settle  the  matter, 
and  there  seems  to  be  little  question  that  if  this  advice  had 
been  followed,  the  rights  both  of  the  Crown  and  the  public 
would   have  been  secured.     Nothing,    however,   was  done, 
and  on  the  death  of  Sir  John  Newton,  before  the  inquiry 
had  terminated,  lie  was  succeeded  by  a  stranger  of  the  same 
name,  who  at  first  undertook  to  confirm  what  his  prede- 
cessor had  agreed  to,  but  afterwards  repudiated  the  arrange- 
ment, and  induced  the  other  landlords  to  follow  his  example. 
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Sir  Hnmplirey  Hooke  having  introduced  no  deer  into  the 
Chase,  as  he  had  undertaken  to  do,  the  King,  in  Marcli, 
1G(33,  was  pleased  to  grant,  out  of  consideration  for  their 
loyal  sufferings,  to  Sir  Gilbert  Gerard  .£1,5(X),  and  to  Sir 
Nicholas  Throckmorton  £1,(KH),  out  of  compositions  to  he 
made  for  the  royal  rights  ;  but  the  o])portunity  for  a  com- 
promise had  passed  away,  and  Throckmort(jn  died  in  great 
poverty  in  1GG4,  having  incurred  heav}^  debts  in  vaijily 
prosecuting  his  claim.  On  the  petition  of  Sir  ]3aynham, 
his  son,  Charles  II.  granted  him  the  royal  franchises  in  the 
Chase  in  May,  IGliG,  for  a  term  of  sixty  3^ears,  at  a  rent  of 
£2n,  in  lieu  of  the  former  grant.  Sir  Humphrey  Hooke 
afterwards  surrendered  the  office  of  Eanger  on  receiving 
£](K),  and  the  new  lessee  then  obtained  commissions  out  of 
the  Court  of  Excheijuer  offering  the  landlords  and  com- 
moners the  royal  pardon  for  past  offences  and  a  grant  of 
the  King's  rights,  provided  a  third  of  the  soil  were  sur- 
rendered in  compensation  (nothing  being  now  said  of  the 
third  due  to  the  y^oor).  According  to  Throckmorton's  peti- 
tion to  the  King  in  1GG7,  some  of  the  lords  and  many  of  the 
commoners  would  have  agreed  to  this  proposal  providing 
that  the  consent  Avas  unanimous,  but,  as  one  lord  (Newtou) 
and  some  commoners  were  refractory,  the  large  sums  of 
money  spent  b}'^  the  lessee  and  his  predecessors  were  likely 
to  be  lost — as  was  in  fact  the  case.  After  some  consider- 
ation of  Throckmorton's  case,  the  King  in  Council,  in  June, 
1GG8  came  to  tlio  absurd  resolution  that  the  Chase  should 
be  a<^ain  stocked  with  deer,  and  constituted  Sir  Baynham 
Ranoer;  and  two  years  later  a  new  lease  of  the  Chase  was 
orantfd  to  him  for  sixty  yt'ars,  rent  free,  on  his  covennnting 
torephMiish  iUo  woods  with  .")( )i  ttU'cr.  As  Sir  Charles  Harbord, 
a  royal  olficial,  reported  in  1G7"2  tha^'  the  place  contained  a 
"  multitude  of  coal  pits,  and  was  stuffed  with  cottagers  and 
alehouses,  and  overlaid  with  horses  used  for  carrying  coal " 
to  Bristol,  some  idea  ma}^  be  formed  of  the  lessee's  hopeless 

task. 

The  Court  of  Aldermen,  on  March  5th,  laid  a  heavy  hand 
on  some  "  foreigners  "  described  in  the  minutes  as  "  trans- 
lators." Griffen  Brown,  translator  on  St.  James's  Back, 
beino-  a  stranger,  was  ordered  to  leave  the  city  within 
six  days,  or  in  default  to  be  punished  according  to  law. 
Four  other  translators  were  also  Avarned  to  depart,  one 
within  a  fortnight,  the  others  in  a  month.  Similar  cases 
occur  in  the  records  from  time  to  time.  Lord  Macaulaj^,  who 
was    once  questioned  as    to  the    occupation   of  these  men, 
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replied  tliat  they  were  doubtless  emploj^ed  by  mercliants 
/  and  others  to  translate  foreign  documents.  As  a  matter 
>>,     of  fact,  they  were  cobblers,  who  converted  old  hoots  into 

;     shoes.  ■  * 

The  revival  of  compulsory  fasting  in  Lent  was  another 

j     outcome  of  the  Restoration.     Butchers   were  forbidden  to 

i     expose  meat  for  sale  from  Ash  Wednesday  to  Good  Friday, 

but  for  the  sake  of  aged  and  infirm  people  the  magistrates 

granted  licenses  to  three  butchers  to  sell  llesh  during  the 

■  ',    first  three  weeks  in  Lent,  while  five  others  were  permitted 

'    to  sell  during  the  following  three  weeks. 

At  the  general  election  in  April,  three  candidates  offered 
themselves  before  the  electors  of  Bristol — namel}^  the  Earl 
of  Ossory,  sun  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  ISir  Humphrey 
Hooke,  and  John  Knight  (senior).  All  being  J-toj^alists,  the 
voting  must  have  hinged  upon  personal  considerations,  but 
the  contest  was  nevertheless  severe,  and  in  the  result  there 
was  a  double  return.  Lord  Ossory  and  Knight  being  de- 
clared elected  in  one  indenture,  and  Hooke  with  Knight 
in  the  other.  On  the  case  coming  before  the  House  of 
Commons  in  Maj'',  the  fact  that  Hooke  had  subscribed  his 
name  to  Ossory's  return  (probably  through  some  private 
arrangement  between  the  ])arties)  was  held  to  bar  his 
election,  and  Lord  Ossory  was  ordered  to  sit  until  the  merits 
of  the  case  were  investigated.  His  haxlship,  in  fact,  held 
the  seat  until  Se])tember,  KKJIi,  wlien  he  was  raised  to  tlie 
peerage.  Sir  Humphre}''  then  ])ut  in  a  renewed  claim  to 
the  seat,  contending  that  he  had  had  a  majority  of  votes, 
and  the  House,  on  a  rej)ort  from  tlie  0)mmittee  of  Elections 
confirming  his  assertion,  not  only  derlan-d  liim  dnl}- elected, 
but  tiriltM-ecl  'IMionnis  Langton,  one  of  the  Sheriffs  in  1()()1,  to 
be  summoned  to  the  bar  for  making  a  false  return !  Laiigton, 
who  was  ]\[a3'-or  when  this  extraordinary  resolution  was 
arrived  at,  was  thereupon  carried  in  custody  to  West- 
minster, and  actually  committed  for  the  alleged  offence, 
but  was  liberated  on  the  following  day.  Barrett's  History 
(p.  158)  is  more  than  usually  inaccurate  in  reference  to  this 
election. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  April  5>th  a  proposal  was 
drawn  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  Merchants'  Society. 
The  existing  quays  being  insufficient  to  accommodate  the 
increasing  commerce  of  the  port,  the  Corporation  offered  to 
grant  the  Society  a  new  lease  for  eighty  years  of  the  dues 
for  anchorage,  cannage  and  plankage,  at  the  old  rent  of 
£3  6s.  8d.  (see  page  17),  provided  the  lessees  would  construct 
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a  new  quay  from  the  Lower  Slip  to  Aldswortli's  Dock  (that 
is,  from  about  the  middle  of  the  present  Broad  (^uay  to 
a  point  a  little  beyond  the  end  of  Thunderbolt  Street), 
and  also  make  the  road  from  Rowjiham  to  the  Hot  AVell 
passable  for  coaches,  towards  which  the  Chamber  offered  to 
contribute  £100.  The  Society  seem  to  have  asked  for  more 
liberal  terms.  At  all  events,  the  new  lease,  executed  in 
September,  not  only  demised  the  above  dues,  but  also  the 
wharfage  dues  created  by  the  Council  in  KjOO,  the  receipts 
from  which  had  been  up  to  this  time  received  by  the  Cham- 
berlain. It  is  somewhat  strange  that  tliis  important 
concession,  involving  a  large  loss  of  income  to  the  Cor- 
poration, was  never  approveil  by  a  vote  of  the  Council 
until  the  lease  was  actually  sealed  and  in  operation. 

Another  important  matter  was  discussed  at  the  above 
meeting,  when  the  Mayor  produced  a  writ  of  Quo  Warmnto, 
procured  by  the  Attorne3^-Geiieral,  requiring  the  Corpora- 
tion to  show  by  what  authority  they  exercised  the  rights 
and  liberties  chximed  b}'  them.  The  threatened  attack  on 
the  charters  was  apparently  based  on  the  action  of  the 
Council  during  the  CommonAvealth  in  ejecting  Royalist 
members,  re[)hicing  them  by  persons  of  the  opposite  party, 
and  generally  supporting  the  Republican  cause.  After 
much  deliberation,  two  petitions  were  draAvn  up  for  pre- 
sentation to  the  King,  [jrajang  for  the  suspension  of  tlie 
writ,  and  the  grant  of  a  new  charter.  The  first  su])plica- 
tion,  after  setting  forth  the  joy  of  the  Chamber  at  His 
Majesty's  return,  expressed  ignorance  of  having  committed 
any  offence,  but,  fearing  through  indiscretion  they  might 
have  fallen  under  the  King's  dis[)leasure,  they  fled  to  liim 
for  sanctuary  and  relief.  The  otlu-r  petition  was  of  a  totally 
dilli'rtMit  character.  It  alleged  that  the  government  of  the 
city  had  been  divested  of  its  ancien't  lustre  through  the 
refusal  of  able  persons  to  accept  public  offices,  whilst  tlie 
city  itself  was  much  decayed  through  losses  at  sea,  deadness 
of  trade,  and  the  interloping  of  artificers  and  others,  who 
traded  as  merchants  Avithout  having  served  apprenticeship, 
to  the  loss  of  the  Customs  and  the  discouragement  of  those 
best  able  to  serve  the  Crown.  It  was  therefore  prayed  that 
the  King  would  confirm,  not  merely  the  city  charters,  but 
those  of  the  Society  of  Merchants,  who  were  desirous  of 
further  powers  for  the  regulation  of  trade.  It  is  clear  that 
this  second  petition  was  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the 
Merchants'  Company,  who  were  once  more  attempting  to 
secure  a  monopoly  of  commercial  business,   and  that  the 
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Council  were  only  lialf-lieartecl  in  supporting  tlieir  efforts, 
for  the  two  documents  were  confided  to  the  Mayor,  who 
was  empowered  to  omit  the  clause  relating  to  the  mer- 
chants, if  he  were  advised  to  do  so  by  the  Recorder,  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  the  members  of  Parliament,  all  then  in 
London.  He  was,  however,  especially  requested  to  ask  that 
the  new  charter  should  empower  the  Chamber  to  impose  a 
fine  of  £400  on  any  one  refusing  to  serve  as  Councillor, 
Alderman,  Sheriff,  or  Mayor  (unless  such  person  could  swear 
that  he  was  not  worth  £1,500),  and  to  imprison  him  until 
he  made  payment.  Finall}^,  his  worship  was  to  press,  for 
insertion  in  the  charter,  that  the  election  of  members  of 
Parliament  should  be  vested  "  as  formerly  "  in  the  Council 
and  local  freeholders  exclusively.  Even  these  requests  were 
■considered  too  modest,  for  the  Court  of  Aldermen  held  three 
inde])endent  meetings  to  draw  up  further  demands,  and  the 
Mayor  was  directed  to  ask  for  powers  for  the  better  pre- 
servation of  the  Avon,  for  preventing  the  erection  of  houses 
outside  Lawford's  Gate,  for  placing  the  government  of  the 
militia  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation,  and  lastly  for  com- 
pelling ca])able  persons  to  take  up  tlie  freedom,  so  tliat  they 
might  be  made  amenable  to  the  above  lines  on  being  ejected 
•as  Council k)rs.  It  being  well  understood  that  new  privi- 
leges could  be  obtained  only  by  liberal  expenditure,  the 
Council  resolved  to  borrow  £300  by  way  of  mortgage,  to 
defray  "all  manner  of  charges"  incident  to  the  furtherance 
of  their  desires.  On  May  18tli  the  Mayor  presented  himself 
at  Whitehall  with  some  parade,  his  retinue  of  civic  officials 
being  furnished  with  new  robes  and  liveries  for  the  occa- 
sion. A  Privy  Council  meeting  was  summoned  to  receive 
his  )-)etition,  and  the  King  conrlescended  to  preside.  After 
hearing  his  worsliii*,  their  lordships  ordered  that  the  petition 
should  be  remitted  to  the  xVttorney-General,  who  was 
directed  to  send  in  a  report.  No  record  was  kept  of  the 
negotiations,  but  the  judicious  disposition  of  the  funds  en- 
trusted to  the  Mayor  may  be  divined  by  the  fact  that  the 
Quo  Wdi-mnto  proceedings  were  stoi)ped,  and  that,  although 
the  grant  of  a  new  charter  was  delayed,  the  Common 
■Council  were  encouraged  by  the  api)arent  good  humour  of 
the  Government  to  enhance  their  demands.  In  June,  1G62, 
when  the  Mayor  was  again  sent  up  to  Court  to  renew  the 
application,  the  Chamber  desired  that  the  fine  for  refusing 
to  take  office  should  be  increased  to  £500,  thatall  fines  for 
breach  of  ordinances  should  bo  leviable  by  distraint,  and 
that  persons  of  good  condition  who  lived  outside  the  city  to 
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avoid  election  should  be  compelled  to  dwell  in  the  town ; 
while  the  previous  request  for  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
freemen  was  urgently  repeated.  On  August  5th  the  Mayor 
reported  to  the  Council  that  he  had  been  gracionsly  received 
at  Whitehall — a  circumstance  by  no  means  surprising  when 
one  discovers  that  his  worship  "had  found  it  needful  to  ex- 
pend no  less  than  £o8-4  during  his  mission — and  that  a  new 
charter  was  certainly  in  preparation.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  been  furnished  ^yith  a  warrant  signed  by  the  King, 
commanding  every  burgess  elected  to  a  civic  ofiice  to  accept 
the  same  on  pain  of  being  summoned  before  the  Privy 
Council  to  answer  for  his  contempt.  The  charter  was  not 
forthcoming  until  1664. 

AVhether  the  corporate  recommendation,  in  one  of  the 
petitions  recited  abo^'e,  of  the  Merchant  ►Society's  desire  for 
additional  ])Owers  to  regulate  trade  was  laid  before  the 
King  or  "omitted,"  it  is  im]iossil»le  to  decide.  In  any  case, 
the  Society  took  measures  to  ol)tain  such  powers  1)y  inde- 
pendent action.  The  minutes  of  the  Privy  Coimcil  show 
that  when  tlie  Mayor  ])resented  the  cori")orate  ]3etition  for  a 
new  charter  on  May  icSth,  ](;61,  he  was  accompanied  by 
rejiresentatives  of  the  M(M'c]iants'  Com])any,  who  tendered 
a  similar  su])plication  on  their  own  account,  and  that  this 
document  was  also  remitted  to  the  Attorney-General.  But 
^probably  des]3airing  of  such  a  ro3'al  rescript  as  would  suffice 
to  establish  the  mono])oly  for  which  they  had  been  striving 
for  a  century,  the  Societ}^  determined  to  resort  to  the  more 
powerful  help  of  Parliament.  The  result  is  briefly  but 
satisfactorily  reported  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Towards  the  close  of  the  3^ear,  a  measure  bear- 
ing the  innocent-looking  title  of  "A  Bill  for  confirming 
letters  patent.  inoor[ioratiiig  the  Society  of  i\Ierchant 
Venturers  of  l^ristol  '' — in  ]»Uun  wor^'ls,  a  scheme  for  giving 
the  force  of  law  to  the  monopoly  of  trade  conceded  to  the 
Society  by  the  charter  of  Edward  VI. — was  introduced  into 
the  Lower  House.  But  its  real  intention  was  detected  and 
exposed  by  some  sharp-witted  member ;  and  on  January 
7th,  1662,  when  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  a  motion 
was  immediatel}^  ]jut  that  it  should  be  "laid  aside,"  and 
this  was  carried  without  a  division.  Subse(juent  attem])ts 
of  a  similar  character  having  ])roved  equally  unsuccessful,, 
the  application  to  the  King  Avas  renewed  in  1668,  when  His 
Majesty  granted  the  Society  a  new  charter.  But  it  was 
simply  a  confirmation  of  the  charter  granted  by  Charles  I.. 
in  16138,  and  was  practically  valueless. 
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A  curions  but  obscurely  reported  dispute  between  one  Jolm 
Pester,  a  Bristol  draper,  and  the  Dean  and  Chapter  came 
before  the  Privy  Couucil  in  April,  1661,  upon  a  report  from 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  '  pretended 
alienations  of  church  lamls ;  the  matter  in  difference  being 
a  lease  claimed  by  Pester  of  "  3:5  acres  of  meadow  commonly 
called  Canons'  Marsh."      In  order  to  clear  up  the  case  the 
Council  ordered  the  respective  parties  to  appear  before  them, 
and  at  another  meetino-.  May  18th,  the  question  was  further 
considered.       On  examination  of  the  facts,  say  the  minutes, 
it  appeared   that  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  contrary  to  the 
request    of  the  above  Commissioners,  who  ordered  them  to 
o-rant  a  lease  of  the  Marsh  to  Pester,  had  granted  one  to 
John  Knight  (doubtless  the  senior).     The  Dean  ((jrlemham) 
now  failing  to  give  the  King  and  Council  any  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  this  proceeding,  His  Majesty  ordered  him  and 
the  Ciiapter  to  revoke  the  lease  to  Knight,  and  make  a  new 
one  to  Pester,  and  to  ])ay  the  latter,  who  had  been  at  great 
charn-e  in  improving  tlie  land,  the  full  sum  they  had  received 
f  ronrivuight.     All  parties  were  then  ordered  to  appear  again 
on  June  7th,  but  on  tliat  day,  wlion  the  Council  reassem- 
bled five  of  the  preliendaries  absented  themselves,  aud  itwas 
found   that  nothing   liad  been  done.     "  The  King,  highly 
offended  with    their    obstinate   disol^edience,  ordered    that 
until  they  complied  neither  the  Dean  nor  any  of  the  pre- 
bends should   presume    to   appear   at  Court."     No  further 
reference  to  the  matter  has   been  fouu.l,  but  as  the  Dean 
continued  to  be  a  sedulous  courtier,  and  was  preferred  to  the 
bishopric   of  St.  Asaph   in    1667,  it  is   probable  that    the 
Chapter  obeyed  the  royal  commands.         ^     ^    ^,        „.        , 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  August  2;3rd,  the  office  of 
Lord   High    Steward    was     coviferred    upon   the    Duke    ot 
Onnond,'  who     had     be.Mi    appointed    Lord-Lieuteuant_  of 
the  city  and  of  Somerset  in  the  previous  year.   .Ihe  civic 
dio-uity  was  not  really  vacant,  but  the  Council,  desirous  ot 
pleasing  the  Government,  ignored  the  existence  of  Sir  Henry 
Vane,  who  was  then  in  jn-ison,  and  was  tried  and  executed 

in  June,  1()62.  u-        ^4= 

Notwithstanding  its  obsequi(msness,  the  composition  oi 
the  Common  Council  was  by  no  means  satisfactory  to  the 
ultra-Koyalists,  still  intoxicated  with  success,  and  thirsting 
to  eu joy  the  double  pleasure  of  recovering  predominance 
in  local  affairs  and  humiliating  their  detested  opponents. 
Having  represented  their  desires  to  the  Court,  the  King,  on 
September  29tli,   addressed  a  mandate  to  the  new  Mayor, 
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Nathaniel  Cale,  one  of  the  most  vindictive  of  the  party. 
His  Majesty,  after  stating  that  many  loyaJ  subjects  in  the 
city  were  removed  from  places  of  trust  during  the  late  dis- 
turbances, and  persons  of  contrary  principles  settled  in  their 
offices,  ordered  that  all  the  men  so  unduly  brought  in, 
as  well  as  others  notoriously  disaffected,  should  be  displaced, 
in  order  that  those  ejected  during  the  evil  times  should  be 
restored,  and  that  the  latter,  in  conjunction  with  such  per- 
sons of  integrity  as  remained,  should  fill  u})  vacancies  by  a 
free  election,  whereby  the  Corporation  might  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  their  charters.  As  sixteen  years  had  elapsed  since 
the  government  of  the  city  liad  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
Parliamentarians,  the  i)ractical  effect  of  the  mandate  was 
to  sweep  away  tlie  existing  Council.  In  fact,  at  a  meeting 
on  October  4th,  when  the  above  mandate  was  read,  tlie 
Recorder,  two  Aldermen  and  twenty-nine  CouncilLirs  were 
removed  ;  while  at  another  meeting,  on  October  30th,  only 
three  persons  out  of  the  forty-three  that  formed  the  Council 
two  years  before  put  in  an  ajipearance— Aldermen  Sandy 
and  Ballman,  and  Councillor  Stephens.  These  were  joined 
by  Aldermen  Locke  and  Sherman,  whose  recovery  of  their 
seats  has  l)een  already  noticed,  and  by  five  others,  some  of 
Avhom  had  been  elected  since  the  Restoration.  This  select 
gathering  then  ])roceeded  to  "  electand  choose  "  sixteen  Coun- 
cillors ;  but  what  it  really  did  was  to  re-elect  sixteen  gentle- 
men out  of  the  Council  as  it  had  been  constituted  under  the 
Commonwealth,  the  most  ])rominent  being  John  Knight 
(senior),  John  Lawford,  AVilliam  Yeamans,  Robert  Cann, 
John  Pope,  Robert  Vickris,  John  Willoughiby,  Thomas 
Langton  and  Andrew  Hooke.  On  November  '2nd,  when 
twenty-one.  of  the  new  body  attended  (including  A\Mlliam 
Colstt)n,  who  resumed  his  seat),  t(^n  nv>re  Councillors  were 
elected,  none  of  whom  had  previously  lield  oflice,  the  most 
notable  being  John  Knight  (junior)— who  refused  to  serve 
— Richard  Streamer  and  Ralph  OllifFe.  And  five  days  later 
anotlier  batch  of  nine  were  appointed,  including  Robert 
Yeamans,  Richard  Hart  (who  refused  to  serve)  and  Richard 
Crump.  The  Mayor  and  five  or  six  Aldermen  next  held  a 
Court,  and  filled  up  vacancies  in  that  body,  five  Common- 
wealth dignitaries — John  Gonning,  Miles  Jackson,  Joseph 
Jackson,  AValter  Sandy  and  Arthur  Farmer— being  rein- 
stated. Finally,  on  November  28th,  the  Council  elected  five 
more  Councillors,  one  of  them  being  Thomas  Day.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  number  of  persons  chosen  was  by  this  time 
greatly  in  excess  of  the  forty-three  prescribed  by  the  char- 
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ters  ;  but  several  liad  not  come  forward  to  l)e  sworn,  wliile 
some  had  positivel}^  refused  to  serve,  and  only  thirty-eio-ht 
were   on   the   roll  on  November   28th.     An  incident   soon 
after  occurred  that,  in  less  excited  times,  would  have  caused 
a  lively  sensation.     An  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  for 
the  purpose  of  expelling  Puritans  out  of  every  municipal 
Corporation,  and  on  April  4tli  a  royal   warrant  was    laid 
before   the    Council,    constituting    the    Mayor   and    a    few 
kindred  spirits  commissioners  for  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  statute.     Cale,  however,  had  so  vigorously  fulfilled 
his  previous  instructions  that  the  commissioners'  task  was 
almost  confined  to  tendering  the  newly  invented  test  oaths 
to  those  present.      Aldermen  Vickris  and  Gibbs  appear  to 
have  been   the    only  members    who    refused  to  be    sworn, 
thereby  losing  their  seats.     The  only  other  victims  were 
the  Chaml)erlain,  James  Powell,  whom  the  commissioners 
curtly   dismissed,    appointing    the    King's    nominee,    John 
Thruston,  in   his    place,  and    John    Haggett,  the  Steward 
(judge)   of  the   Tolzey    Court,   the    King   requesting    that 
office  for  another  unqualified  stranger,  named  John  Robins. 
Eycaut,  His  Majesty's  former  nominee  for  the  Town  Clerk- 
ship, made    another   pertinacious   effort   to   get  "Aldwortli 
ejected,  but   his  malignity  in   fabricating  false  charges  at 
Court  as  to  the  disloyalty  of  the  Corporation  had  made  him 
detestable  even  to  the  commissioners,  who  refused  to  listen 
to  him.     On  August  '21st,   the  Council  elected  nine  more 
meml)ers,  of  whom  five  Avero  immediately  sworn  in.     The 
recusants  had  now  become  so  numerous  that  the  Chamber 
determined  to  take  action.     It  was  resolved  that  as  John 
Knight  (junior),  Pichard  Hart  and  ten  others  had  refused  to 
tako  tlir  oaths,  warrants  oi  imprisonment  should  be  issued 
against   them   for  their  coi)tem])t.     Knight  had  been   pre- 
viously lined  £-l(X),  and  Hart  i:;]()< ),  for  refusing  to  take  office, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  tlie  money  was  recovered,  and 
nothing  seems  to  have  resulted  from  menacing  them  with 
the    gaol.  _    The  Council   was    doubtless    perplexed  by  the 
fact  that,  if  any  of  tlie  recusants  had  oftered  to  submit,  tjie 
number  in  the  Chamber  would  have  been  in  excess  of  the 
legal  limits,  the  acting  members  in  August,  1GG8,  being 
forty-three,  the  maximum  fixed  by  the  charters.     The  sub- 
ject will  be  resumed  under  ir)G4-. 

Having  provided  the  city  with  a  new  ducking  apparatus, 
much  to  the  delight  of  the  juvenile  lower  clas.ses,  the  magis- 
trates seem  to  have  been  unwilling  that  the  machine  should 
grow  rusty  from  disuse.  In  October,  1(361,  Good  wife  Orchard, 
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of  St.  Micliael's,  was  ordered,  being  a  disorderly  scold,  to  be 
ducked  in  tlie  Frooni,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Correction. 
In  July  and  August,  1664,  two  women  were  ordered  to 
be  ducked  three  times  eacli.  John  AVillougliby,  Ma3^or  in 
1665-6,  was  an  especial  admirer  of  this  form  of  punishment, 
and  sent  seven  vixens  to  be  ducked  during  the  summer. 
Three  women  suffered  in  1667,  three  in  1669  and  tAvo  in 
1670,  after  which,  the  instrument  fell  somewhat  into  dis- 
favour. Another  spectacle,  dear  to  the  youthful  population,  _ 
and  often  exhibited  at  this  ])eriod,  was  the  carting  of  incon- 
tinent women  through  all  the  principal  streets,  preceded  by 
the  bellman  proclaiming  their  offence. 

Mention  of  another  local  sugar  refinery  occurs  in  the 
Council  minutes  of  January,  1()62.  The  parishioners  of  St. 
Thomas's  having  complained  that  the  sugar-house  of  John 
Hind,  grocer  (afterwards  jNlayor),  was  very  dangerous  owing 
to  its  liability  to  take  fire.  Hind  was  ordered  to  remove  his 
works  within  two  months. 

A  great  storm  of  wind  in  March  caused  much  damage  to 
city  property.  Amongst  numerous  items  referring  to  it  in 
the  audit  book  is  the  following  : — "The  Chambeidain  asks 
allowance  for  the  trees  blown  down  in  the- Marsh,  belonging 
to  him  by  custom  time  out  of  mind  as  a  j^erquisiteof  his 
office  ;  tliey  being  Avorth  above  £.'30,  but  sold  underhand, 
£22."     The  claim  was  aHowed. 

liobert  Cann,  a  Avealth}^  Bristol  merchant,  son  of  the 
Mayor  who  proclaimed  the  al)olitioncif  the  monarchy  in  1(J4'J, 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  in  April  for  his  services 
to  the  royal  cause.  Sir  Robert,  as  Roger  North,  his  relative 
by  marriage,  lias  stated  with  his  custoinary  spitefulness, 
was  a  somewhat  arrogant  and  pompon.s  personage,  fond  of 
])arading  his  riches,  antl  prone  to  s])eak' his  mind  with  little 
regard  for  the  feelings  of  others.  No  member  of  the 
CorjDoration  had  previously  been  knighted,  and  the  honour 
liaving  somcAvhat  turned  the  heads  of  himself  and  family, 
he  took  occasion,  at  some  corporate  function  shortly  after 
recei\'ing  the  King's  accolade,  to  claim  precedency,  although 
but  a  Common  Councillor,  OA'er  all  the  Aldermen  b^^vii'tue  of 
his  title.  His  ])retensions  were  so  indigmmtly  resisted  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  I\fay  27th— Avhen  Sir  Robert 
Atkyns,  Iv.B.,  Avas  elected  Recorder,  i-/cf  ]\fr.  John  Stephens, 
resigned,  or  rather  ex])elled- — he  absented  himself  fnan  the 
Chamber.  Being  fortlnvith  summoned,  he  made  his  a])])ear- 
ance,  but  only  to  request  his  being  excused  from  further 
service,  AA-^ithout  offering  any  reason  for  the  demand,  and 
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tlien  unceremoniously^  departed.      The  Council   thereupon 
resolved  that  his  conduct  was  contrary  to  his  oath,  tended 
to  the  dissolution  of  corporate  government,  and  was  wliolly 
"  dissatisfactory  "  ;  hut  when  this  resolution  was  read  to  him 
at  the  next  meeting,  a  week  later,  his  answer  gave  no  more 
satisfaction  than  the  previous  one.     The  oifended  Aldermen 
thereupon   thought  it  desirable  to  seek  the  advice   of   the 
Heralds'    College    on    the   question,    and    the   JMayor,    who 
carried  up  their  application  when  despatched  to  negotiate 
for  a  charter,  also  brought  back  the  result,  which  was  read 
to  the  Council  in  August.    The  College  stated  that  a  similar 
<lispute  had  arisen  in  Kill,  amojigst  the  -  members  of  the 
London  Corporation,  when,  after  a  three  days'  hearing,  the 
knights  had  Avithdrawn  their  claim  to  precedence  over  their 
untitled  seniors,  and  that  the  practice  then  established  had 
since  been  always  followed.    Sir  Robert  Cann  seems  to  have 
treated  tlie  Heralds'  certificate  with  contempt,  and  his  \)Yo- 
tensions  were  put  forward  with  still  greater  obstinacy  in 
the  following  month,  when — proljably  througli  the  jnirchase 
of  one  of   the    "blank   Avarrants "    that  were  lieing  freely 
oflered  for  sale — he  was  created  a  baronet.     AVith  a  view, 
l^erhaps,  of  tiding  over  the  difiiculty,  the  Council  immedi- 
ately elected  him  Mayor;  so  that,  for  a  time,  there  could  be 
no  questi(jn  as  to  his  i)re-eminence,  and  a  few  months  later 
he  was  chosen  an  Alderman.    But  when  he  quitted  the  civic 
chair  his  claims  were  revived,  and  the  dispute  grew  hotter 
than  ever.     In  October,  l(i(!3,  hoping  to  liring  the  fuming 
baronet  to  reason,  the  Council  apjilied  for  the  opinions  of  Sir 
Robert  Atkyns,  the  Recorder,  nnd  of  Sir  John  Frederic,  an 
ex-Lord   Aliiyor  of  London,  both  of  wliom  a])proved  of  the 
decision  of  tlie  Heralds'  College,  the  Recorder  adding  that  a 
similar  rule  was  followed  in  the    Inns  of  Court  and  West- 
minster Hall,  where  his  own  Order  of  the  Bath  gave  him  no 
])recedence  over  his  ])rofessional  seniors.     If,  continued  the 
learned  gentleman,  Cann  was  so  ill  advised  as  to  carry  his 
claim  before  the  Privy  Council,  "it  will  exjiose  us  to  the 
merriment  and  contem})t  of  those  who  hear  it."     But  Cann 
remained   im|)enetrable  to  argument,  and  uiduckily  lie  had 
by  this  time  found  a  sympatliiser  and  supporter  in  Robert 
Yeamans,  Avho  had  been  knighted  in  the  previous  month, 
and  was  even  more  ])etulant  and   impracticable  than  his 
colleague.      On  January  5th,    l(i(i-l,  tlie  Common  Council 
]iassed  a  IcMigthy  ordinance,  founded  on  tlie  decision  of  the 
College  of  Heralds,  declaring  that  i)recedency  was  regulated 
exclusively  by  seniority,    "  any  dignity  of  knighthood  or 
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baronetcy  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  Nevertheless, 
on  Febrnary  'Jth,  Sir  Robert  Yea  mans,  a  man  of  a  most 
irascible  temper,  scouted  the  Chamber's  decree,  and  for  con- 
tempt and  incivility  to  the  Mayor,  refusing  to  wear  his 
gown,  and  insulting  the  Aldermen,  was  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  but  escaped  from  the  city  before  the 
sentence  could  be  carried  out.  Cann,  about  the  same  date, 
raised  a  disturbance  in  church  during  service,  in  trying  to 
maintain  his  claim.  The  two  rebellious  worthies  had 
already  resolved  on  carrying  tJieir  complaints  to  the  Crown, 
and  now  concocted  a  ji^tition  in  which  they  insinuated  that 
contempt  had  been  shown  to  the  King,  Ijy  giving  untitled 
Aldermen  "and  their  wives" — a  notable  expression — prece- 
dency over  the  petitioners  and  tlieir  titled  helpmates.  (A 
suspicion  that  feminine  vanity  lurked  at  the  bottom  of  the 
dispute  has  perhaps  suggested  itself  to  the  experienced 
reader.)  Furnished  with  this  document,  and  having  gained 
the  co-operation  of  Sir  Humplirey  Hooke,  who  alleged  in  a 
petition  that  the  King's  honour  would  bo  eclipsed  and  his 
prerogative  encroached  upon  if  commoners  were  allowed  to 
usurp  the  places  due  to  men  of  title,  the  two  knights  made 
their  way  to  Court,  where  they  pressed  their  case  so  earnestly 
that,  for  a  brief  season,  the  thoughtless  and  easy-going  King 
'-  was  inclined  to  decide  in  theirfavour,  aiid  sent  down  a  man- 
date requiring  the  ordinance  of  the  previous  January  to  be 
remitted^  to  tiie  Privy  Council  "  for  rectification."  The 
Corporation,  however,  had  also  friends  in  higli  ])laces,  and 
finally  the  case  came  on  for  a  solemn  hearing  before  His 
Majesty  in  Council  on  February  24th.  The  issue  was  com- 
municati'd  to  the  ]\[ayor  by  Sin'retary  Bcnnet  on  the  follow- 
ing (lay.  The  Privy  Council  ruled  that,  in  all  meetings  of 
the  civic  body,  knighthood  was  in  iio  case  to  avail  against 
seniority ;  and  the  same  regulation  was  to  ajjpl}^  to  ladies  1 
when  they  assembled  for  a  corporate  function,  such  as 
occurred  in  London  when  the  Lad}^  Mayoress  went  to  the 
Spittle — wives  there  taking  their  places  according  to  the 
seniority  of  their  husbands.  On  tlie  other  hand,  in  all  ni- 
ditlerent  places,  Avhere  the  Corpoi-ation  were  not  solemnly 
re])resented,  the  knights  and  their  wives  were  to  have  their 
rightful  jn-ecedence.  Being  informed  during  the  hearing 
that  the  two  petitioners  had  absented  themselves  from  their 
duties  and  countenanced  disaffection,  the  Priv}'-  Council 
severely  reprehended  them,  commanding  them  presently  to 
return  home  anrl  submit  themselves  to  the  Maj'or  for  their 
disresjiect  to  him  and  his  ofiice.     The  mortified  gentlemen 
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thereupon  departed,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chamber  in 
I^rarcli,  Sir  Robert  Yeamans,  after  manifesting  some  refrac- 
toriness, took  his  place  as  fixed  by  seniority.  In  the 
following  montli,  however,  one  of  the  mutineers  contested 
the  precedency  of  a  sheriff  when  in  the  execution  of  liis 
oifice,  leading  to  a  fresh  complaint  of  the  Ma3'or  to  the 
Government,  and  an  irritated  repetition  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  royal  decision.  Discord  nevertheless  continued 
to  rage  for  a  year  and  a  half.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  liobert 
Atkyns,  dated  "  Sept.  10  "  (KiOf)),  Lord  Clarendon,  by  the 
King's  direction,  desired  him  to  examine  earnestl}''  into  the 
disorders  still  going  on,  so  that  His  ]\'l?iiesty  might  appl}''  a 
remedy.  "It  is  a  very  sad  thing,"  wrote  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, "  that  from  so  ridiculous  contention  between  women 
for  place  there  should  such  furious  auinu^sities  arise  as 
threaten  the  ver}-"  peace  of  the  city."  The  character  of  the 
inc^orrigible  knights  receives  further  illustration  from  an 
order  of  the  Privy  Council  of  October  25th,  1G()5,  showing 
that  the  Mayor  had  again  complained  of  their  persistent 
misbehaviour  in  claiming  illegal  ])recedence,  that  Sir  John 
Knight  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  together  with  Cann 
and  Yeamans,  had  been  summoned  before  the  King  in 
Council,  that  the  whole  case  Avas  heard  over  again,  and  that 
His  Majesty-  gave  ])eremptory  orders  that  the  custom  of 
London  should  be  folloAved  in  Bristol  as  well  by  the  knights 
as  by  their  wives.  I'his  seems  to  have  terminated  the  pro- 
tracted quarrel.  A  number  of  chjcuments  relating  to  tho 
case  are  preserved  amongst  the  State  Papers.  Sir  Robert 
Yeamans,  styled  "df  Pedland,"  was  created  a  baronet  in 
IGGli,  As  he  had  rendered  no  services  to  the  Government, 
but,  (lU  the  cimtrary,  giAHMi  much  trouble  b}'  his  mutinous 
behaviour,  it  is  jirubable  that  he  had  })urchased  one  of  the 
"  blank  warrants  "  already  referred  to.  The  length}'- 
squabble,  and  especially  the  masterful  attitude  of  the  ladies 
interestefl  in  it,  ap])ear  to  have  afforded  amusement  to  the 
"West  of  England  generall3^  In  IGGS,  when  Mr.  Pepys  was 
on  the  tour  so  graphical!}'-  recorded  in  his  Diary,  he  noted 
that  the  landlord  of  his  inn  at  Salisbury'-  "made  us  mighty 
merry  at  supper  about  manning  the  new  ship  at  Bristol 
with  none  but  men  whose  Avives  do  master  them  ;  and  it 
seems  it  is  in  reproach  to  some  men  of  estate  that  this  is 
become  common  talk." 

Robert  Taunton,  an  organ  builder,  petitioned  the  Council 
for  the  frinnlom  in  I\ray,  l(i(i2,  and  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  similar  "artist"  in  the  city,  he  was  admitted  at  tho 
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low  fine  of  £5.  Taunton,  in  tlie  same  year,  made  a  contract 
witli  the  Dean  and  Cliapter  of  AVells  to  build  "  a  well-tuned, 
useful  and  beautiful  double  organ  "  in  their  cathedral  for 
the  sum  of  £800.  The  Corporation  Avere  very  capricious  in 
fixing  the  fine  for  the  freedom.  In  1G63,  Eichard  Barlow, 
"gentleman,"  paid  no  less  than  £100  on  being  admitted  a 
free  burgess. 

The  earliest  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  local  Post  Office 
is  afforded  by  a  letter  preserved  at  the  jMuseumand  Library. 
It  was  desjmtched  in  August  from  Oxford  and  is  addressed  : — 
'•  Tliis  to  be  left  at  tlie  Post-house  in  Bristol  for  my 
honoured  landlord,  Thomas  Gore,  Esquire,  living  at  Barrow 
in  Somerset.  Post  paid  to  London."  There  being  no  direct 
post  from  Oxford  to  Bristol,  a  further  postage  of  sixpence 
was  demanded  liere.  Evans  mentions,  in  his  Chronological 
Histor}^  under  1()()3,  a  letter  addressed: — "To  My.  John 
Hellier,  at  his  house  in  Corn  Street,  in  Bristol  Citty,"  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred  that  a  postman  was  then  emi)loyed 
for  deliveries  in  the  principal  streets.  This  supposition  is 
confirmed  by  a  letter  of  KiTO,  now  in  the  Baptist  College, 
with  the  address  : — "  To  .  .  .  ]\Ir.  Terrill,  at  his  house  in 
Bristol.     To  be  left  with  Mr.  jMitchell,  near  the  Post  oftice." 

The  Government  were  much  disturbed  during  the  summer 
by  reports  of  alleged  revolutionary  designs  by  disaffected 
people  in  Bristol  and  Somerset.  Instructions  were  sent 
down  to  the  Deputy-Lieutenants  to.  take  precautions  for 
the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  but  the  early  papers  on 
the  subject  are  missing  at  the  Record  Office.  On  July  Pith, 
Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  of  Long  Ashton,  and  j\lr.  Edward  Pheli])])s 
informed  Secretary  Nicholas  that  tlicy  had  discovered 
furthfr  disordt'rs,  and  fcar.'d  a  grrat  design  to  distract  the 
nation.  They  had  Sfciind  some  si]S])icious  persons,  and 
desired  orders  to  draw  part  of  the  militia  into  Taunton,  as 
tlie  discontented  refused  to  irAy  all  rates  and  taxes.  On 
July  21st,  Henry  Creswick  and  AVilliam  Colston,  Deputy- 
Lieutenants  of  Bristol,  addressing  the  same  JMinister,  said 
they  had  deferred  the  muster  of  the  militia  until  afterthe 
great  fair,  but  in  the  meantime  had  ordered  the  trained 
bands  to  keep  guard.  On  August  Gth,  Sir  John  Sydenham 
and  Pheli])ps  informed  Nicholas  that  they  had  failed  to  make 
discoveries  in  Bristol  owing  to  their  agent  being  suspected, 
but  many  men  had  been  committed  till  the  assizes  for 
talking  of  a  coming  change.  On  the  same  day  a  resident 
at  Tormarton  rei)orted  that  every  day  there  A\'as  rumour  of 
rebellion,  and  that  although  men  Avould  buy  land  in  the  late 
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troubled  times  tliey  would  not  do  so  now.  He  added  that 
the  militia  were  being  called  out  to  destroy  "  the  tobacco 
j)lauted  liere,  which  many  are  interested  in."  Tlie  Secretary 
uf  State  in  the  following  month  sent  down  the  Duke  of 
Ormond's  deputation  to  the  Mayor  and  others,  with  orders 
to  settle  the  militia  forthwith,  and  to  prevent  the  designs  of 
the  disaffected,  "  of  whom  there  are  not  a  few  in  the  city." 
The  Deputy-Lieutenants  repeatedly  ex])ressed  tlioir  determin- 
ation to  prevent  wicked  designs,  and  on  December  i7th  they 
informed  Secretary  Bennet  that  they  had  discovered  a 
dangerous  plot  for  a  general  rising  on  January  1st,  but 
hoped  to  a|)prehend  the  local  conspirators.  Tliey  feared 
mischief,  however,  from  some  officers  of  Customs  who  were 
engaged  in  the  former  rebellion.  Two  prisoners  in  Ilchester 
gaol  next  alleged  that  a  fellow-prisoner,  a  suspected  plotter, 
had  assured  them  that  2,()(»i)  meu  would  rise  in  Somerset, 
and  that  fifty  old  army  officers  were  lurking  about  Bristol 
and  enlisting  men  for  a  revolt.  Then  an  apothecary's  ser- 
vant in  the  city  told  a  Government  spy  that  KM)  Bristolians 
had  engaged  to  rise  on  January  1st  ;  they  met  at  Stapletun 
inu,  and  had  money  and  arms  enough.  Simihir  information 
was  received  from  the  wife  of  one  of  the  conspirators,  the 
man  having  absconded  when  she  threatened  to  betray  the 
plot.  Other  .letters  report  nunnn-ous  arrests  of  susj^ected 
persons,  some  of  whom  were  kept  long  in  prison,  but  no 
satisfactory  evidence  could  be  ulttained.  as  to  the  ringdeaders, 
whose  designs  were  doubtless  fi-ustrated  l)y  the  aljove  dis- 
closures. 

The  Council,  in  March,  lG(i3,  resolved  that  a  new  street 
should  be  laid  out  in  the  Marsh  "  from  AVeare's  house  to  the 
I\larsh  (bite,"  of  whieh  the  almshouse  of  St.  Nicholas's 
parish,  already  mentionetl,  formed  an  original  feat]ire.  The 
thoroughfare  soon  received  the  name  of  King  Street,  prob- 
ably by  an  unrecorded  order  of  the  Council.  The  ground 
was  let  on  leases  for  five  lives,  or  for  41  years  certain,  at  a 
reserved  yearly  rent  of  from  Is.  to  l.s-.Gc^.per  foot  of  frontage. 
The  lessees  were  placed  under  a  covenant  to  erect  uniform 
Iniildings,  but  they  appear  to  have  paid  little  regard  to  the 
engagement,  A  few  fine  examples  of  the  original  houses 
still  remain. 

The  King,  on  March  2-lth,  granted  a  charter  to  a  number 
of  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  constituting  them  a  corporation 
under  the  name  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina,  for  the 
settlement  and  government  of  that  region  of  North  America. 
Amongst  the  patentees  were  John  Lord  Berkele}'-  and   Sir 
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AVilliam  Berkeley.  By  anotlier  cliarter  of  June,  1GG5,  tlie 
Lords  Proprietors  were  empowered  to  confer  titles,  build 
forts,  and  levy  soldiers.  Many  changes  subsequently  took 
place  in  the  body  of  patentees,  and  tliougli  no  Bristolians 
took  part  in  the  government  of  the  colony,  a  considerable 
local  trade  sprang  up  Avith  the  settlement.  In  172'S,  when 
seven  out  of  the  eight  existing  lords  surrendered  their  rights 
to  the  Crown  on  receiving  £17,500,  the  only  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  assignment  connected  with  this  district  were 
the  executors  of  the  Duke  of  Beaulurt. 

In  the  State  Papers  of  July  is  a  singular  document 
entitled  a  "  Statement  and  certificate,"  Avhich  sets  forth  that 
its  author.  Captain  Fawns  Urrey,  had,  in  November,  IGGl, 
laid  an  information  before  the  Ma3'-or  and  Sir  Hugh  Smyth 
(Deputy-Lieutenants),  averring  that  John  Casbeard,  of 
Bristol,  liad  called  the  King  an  arrant  tj-rant,  and  declared 
that  he  would  venture  his  blood  against  kingly  rule.  .'I 
"Whereupon,  the  information  having  been  forwarded  to  the 
Government,  Casbeard  was  arrested,  carried  up  to  AVest- 
minster  and  imprisoned,  Imt  was  afterwards  released  Avith- 
out  trial ;  Avhen  he  came  back  to  Bristol,  caused  Urrey  to 
be  arrested  on  an  action  for  £10,000  damages,  and  kept  him 
in  Newgate  for  nearly  twenty  weeks.  This  d(.)cument, 
which  Avas  doubtless  a  sort  of  begging  letter  addressed  to 
the  Government,  indicates  the  perilous  state  of  society  at 
that  period,  Avhen  no  one,  howcA'er  innocent,  Avas  safe 
against  the  rnalignit}^  of  an  informer  or  of  a  priA'ate  enemy. 
It  is  clear  that  Qrrey  coidd  produce  no  evidence  in  support  i 
of  his  charge  against  Casbeard,  and  that  the  latter  must  ■ 
luxA'C  sliown  grounds  for  liis  action  satisfactory  to  the 
authorities  of  the  Tolzey  Court. 

In  August,  Avhen  it  Avas  announced'  tliat  the  King  and 
Queen  Avere  about  to  visit  Bath  for  the  purpose  of  drinking 
the  Avaters,  the  ultra-royal  Corporation  of  Bristol  became 
immediately  solicitous  to  offer  an  entertainment  to  their 
Majesties.  On  August  2dth,  it  Avas  resoK^ed  to  send  a 
deputation  to  Bath  to  greet  the  royal  visitors  on  their 
arrival,  and  iuAate  them  to  this  city  ;  and,  as  a  favourable 
response  Avas  anticipated,  a  committee  Avas  appointed  to 
make  fitting  preparations  for  their  reception.  A  serious 
difficulty,  JiOAvever,  at  once  presented  itself.  The  civic 
treasury  Avas  empty,  the  Corporation  Avere  struggling  Avitli 
financial  embarrassments,  and  they  do  not  aj^pear  to  haA^e 
ventured  on  applying  to  tradesmen  for  credit.  Another 
meeting  Avas  therefore  conA^eued  for  the  28th,  Avhen  loans 
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were  solicited  from  indiviclual  members,  with  a  promise  of 
repayment  and  5  per  ceiit.  interest.    The  Mayor  headed  tlie 
list  Avith  £180,  and  his  son,  AVilliam  Cann,  followed  with 
£100.      Alderman    Knight     snbsoribed     £110,     Aldermen 
Creswick,    Lawford    and    Yeamans    £()0    each,    and     some 
twenty  others  various   sums,  from  £50   to  £'25,  the  total 
reaching  £1,150.     Subsequently,  another  loan  subscription 
was  started  for  the  special  purpose  of  furnishing  provisions 
for  the  intended  banquet,  when  Thomas  S|)eed  and  George 
Bishop,    on    behalf   of    the    Quakers,    offered     £100,     and 
Thomas  Langton  £50,  other  contributions  bringing  up  the 
fund  to  £150.     (This  fund  received  additional  he]])  from  the 
frenerositv  of  the  Gloucestershire  Society,  who  had  laid  in  a 
large  store  of  delicacies  for  their  annual  feast,  but  handed 
over  the  whole  for  the  entertainment  of  the  royal  visitors.) 
The    first   outlay   was   for   a  present   of  wine  and    sugar, 
carried  to  their  Majesties  at  Bath  by  the  Afayor,  when  he 
Avent  there  with  the  civic  invitation,  and  which  appears  to 
have  cost  £1(10.     The  liberality  of  the  gift  was  calculated 
to  smooth  over  difficulties,    if  any  existed,  and  the  King 
promised  a  visit  on  September  5th.     Accordiiigly,  on  that 
day  their  INFajesties,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  York,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  Prince  Eupert,  and 
followed  by  a  glittering  croAvd  of  courtiers,  Avere  receiA'^ed 
at   LaAvford's    Gate    by    the   ]\Iayor   and    members    of    the 
Common    Council,    arrayed   in   scarlet,    Avhen    the  .ancient 
ceremonies   of  surrendering   and  returning   the   SAvord    of 
State  Avere  gone  through    by  the  respective    ])arties  Avith 
the  usual  solemnity.     The  Kecorder  ha\'ing  next  delivered 
an  address    breathing  loyal  congratulation    and    Avelcome, 
the  royal  procession  start cd  iov  tlm  c;ity,  ]>i'ecedetl  on  horse- 
back by  the  jMayor,  barclieaded,  carrying  the  State  SAVord. 
With  judicious  forethought,  the  Corporation  had  concealed 
all  defects  in  the  roadAvay  by  a  plentiful  coA^ering  of  sand, 
and  the  cortege  successfully   made  its  Avay  to  the    Great 
House  at  the  south  end  of  the  Britlge,  Avhere  a  magnificeiit 
dinner  Avas  in  readiness.     After  tlio   banquet   (it   may  be 
presumed,  though  the  time  of  the  incident  is  not  recorded), 
the  Mayor   jn-esented  the  Queen  with  a    handsome    purse 
containing   100  guineas  of  "22s.  each,   and  Avas  graciousl}'- 
thanked.      A   generous    potation    folloAvetl,    an    enormous 
quantity  of  Avine,  to  the  value  of  £120,  having  been  pro- 
Auded  with  a  thoughtful  regard  for  the  capacit}^  of  courtly 
revellers.     The  King  shoAved  his  gratification- by  dubbing 
four  knights.    Aldermen   Knight  and    Creswick,    "William 
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Caiin,  son  of  the  Mayor,  and  Robert  Atkyns,  son  of  tlie 
Recorder.  (Robert  Yeamans,  one  of  the  Sheriffs,  on  being 
sent  to  Batli  in  the  following  week  with  a  complimentary 
letter,  received  the  same  honour.)  The  Corporation  had 
hoped  that  tlieir  Majesties  would  s]3end  a  night  in  the  city, 
But  neither  the  King  nor  Prince  Rupert  had  any  desire  to 
revisit  the  scenes  of  their  3^outh.  The  royal  party,  indeed, 
had  no  sooner  done  justice  to  the  famous  "Bristol  milk" 
than  they  showed  a  manifest  anxiety  to  depart,  and  left 
for  Bath  within  four  hours  of  their  arrival,  being  saluted, 
as  at  their  coming,  by  loO  great  guns  planted  in  the 
Marsh.  The  Corporation  hired  nine  cooks  to  dress  the 
dinner,  and  paid  them  £50  '6s.  for  their  services.  Pewter 
dishes  and  pkitters  were  Iwjrrowed  from  seven  tradesmen,  who 
received  £18  for  the  accommodation.  Perhaps  the  item 
most  characteristic  of  Stewart  days  is  : — "  Paid  Francis 
Brown,  one  of  the  King's  servants,  for  his  fees.,  £8(:J  ()6\" 

A  letter  from  AVilliam  Colston  to  Secretary  AVilliamson, 
referring  to  the  above  visit,  is  in  the  Record  Office. 
AVriting  on  September  Pith,  the  Alderman  states  that, 
having  been  injured  by  the  overtlirow  of  a  coach — the  first 
local  mention  of  such  a  vehicle— he  rode  witli  much  pain  to 
Lawford's  Gate  to  meet  the  King.  He  had  prepared  his 
own  house  for  the  reception  of  his  correspondent,  ex])ectiiig 
that  His  Majesty  would  have  made  a  longer  stay.  He  hail 
since  been  to  Bath,  where  Mr.  (lodolphin  reproved  him  for 
not  ofifering  expected  civilities,  but  he  gave  the  Secretary  a 
horse-load  of  wines,  as  the  King  was  to  dine  witli  him  that 
day.  The  real  object  of  the  letter,  as  of  several  from  the 
same  hand  amongst  the  State  Papers,  was  to  procure 
AVilliamson's  helj)  in  r^'Ulo^'illg  dilhculties  encountered  by 
Colston's  youthful  son,  Jlichard,  in  seburing  the  Consulship 
at  Marseilles,  the  ]>revious  Consul  refusing  to  quit  his 
office.  Richard  got  into  possession  soon  afterwards,  and 
held  the  post  for  many  years,  l^eing  eventually  knighted 
for  his  services. 

On  September  9th,  the  local  Commissioners  for  Subsidies, 
appointed  l)y  an  Act  of  that  year,  consisting  of  the  Mayor, 
the  Sheriffs,  four  Aldermen  and  three  Councillors,  held  a 
meeting  to  set  about  the  duties  confided  to  them.  The 
Mayor  opened  the  proceedings  by  producing  a  letter  from 
the  Privy  Council,  which  is  of  some  interest  as  well  in  a 
historical  as  in  a  local  point  of  view.  Addressing  the 
Commissioners  as  "  our  very  loving  friends,"  their  lordships 
stated  diat,  the  su2)ply  for  the  King  having  been  restored 
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to  the  ancient  v/ay  of  subsidies,  with  wliich,  through  long 
disuse,  the  public  Avere  unacquainted,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  let  them  know  that,  though  the  tax  was  four 
shillings  in  the  pound  on  land,  and  2.s\  8d.  on  goods, 
yet  that  men  had  not  paid  ordinarily  above  the  twentieth 
j)art  of  these  rates.  The  tax  could  not  therefore  press 
nardly  on  any  one,  but  if  it  were  not  duly  assessed  it  would 
not  answer  the  required  end.  The  Commissioners  were 
therefore  urged  to  order  a  just  assessment  and  a  faithful 
collection.  No  Commissioner  or  magistrate,  who  by  law 
must  have  land  of  £2()  j'-early  value,  should  be  assessed  for 
a  less  sum,  as  when  such  persons  fairly  rated  themselves 
others  would  cheerfully  bear  their  part.  Such  proceedings 
would  also  give  the  best  proof  of  good  afiection,  and  deserve 
the  King's  thanks.  Thus  exhorted,  the  meeting  appointed 
assessors  for  the  several  wards,  who  brought  in ,  their 
assessments  in  the  following  week,  and  the  Commissioners 
then  proceeded  to  the  delicate  task  of  assessing  themselves 
and  the  ward  assessors.  Their  decisions  were  truly  remark- 
able. All  the  assessments  were  on  goods,  and  tAvo  subsidies 
— nominally  5,s'.  -Id.  in  the  pound — were  to  bo  collected. 
The  goods  of  the  Mayor,  Sir  Robert  Cann,  a  merchant  of 
great  Avealth,  were  adjudged  to  be  worth  £10,  and  he  was 
required  to  pay  £2  los.  4d.  The  goods  of  Sir  Henry 
Creswick,  Alderman  Lawford  and  John  Knight,  three  of 
the  most  prosperous  men  in  the  city,  were  assessed  to  be 
each  of  the  value  of  £8 ;  those  of  Sir  Robert  Yeamans  and 
Sir  John  Knight  were  valued  at  £7;  those  of  Sir  Hum])hrey 
Hooke  at  £113,  and  those  of  Thomas  Langton  at  £!_).  These 
were  the  plums  in  the  dish.  The  other  Commissioners 
modest l}'  valued  tlu'ir  entire  wealth  in  goods  at  from  £(J  to 
£3  each.  AVilliam  Colston  was  assessed  as  being  worth 
only  £d.  The  assessors  were,  of  course,  treated  with  equal 
leniency  ;  nearly  all  were  assessed  at  £3  or  £4,  Andrew 
Hooke  alone  being  rated  on  £8.  The  leading  merchants 
and  traders  were  also  tenderly  dealt  with.  Arthur  Farmer 
was  the  only  person  assessed  to  pay  on  £10,  and  Richard 
Vickris  was  alone  in  jjajdng  on  £U ;  the  goods  of  all  the 
rest  were  valued  at  from  £8  downwards.  It  may  be 
regarded  as  certain  that  the  stocks  of  many  of  the  above 
persons  were  valued  at  much  less  than  a  hundredth  part  of 
their  value.  In  February  16G1:,  when  assessments  had  to 
be  made  for  two  more  subsidies,  the  Privy  Council  sent 
down  a  letter  expressing  great  surprise  at  the  pitiful  amount 
collected,  which  was  below  what  had  been  returned  in  times 
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when  the  city  was  far  less  prosperous  ;  and  after  plainly 
expressing  their  opinion  that  the  Commissioners  had  acted 
with  partiality,  not  merely  to  themselves,  but  to  the  chief 
inhabitants  generally,  then-  lordships  asked  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  forthcoming  collection.  The  missive,  however, 
was  quietly  ignored,  and  the  new  assessments  were  almost 
invariably  the  same  as  before,  though  some  half-dozen 
householders,  assessed  on  £5  each,  were  added  to  the  list. 
This  farcical  manner  of  dealing  with  the  tax  prevailed  in 
every  part  of  the  Kingdom,  with  the  result  that  each  of 
the  above  _  subsidies  produced  onlj^  about  a  fourth  of  the 
amount  raised  by  a  subsidy  a  century  earlier.  This  ancient 
form  of  taxation  was  tlienceforth  abandoned. 

An  incident  apparently  unprecedented  at  the  time,  and 
causing  much  excitement,  occurred  in  September.  Alder- 
man John  Pope  was  elected  Mayor,  but  instead  of  accepting 
the  honourable  ])()st,  "  he  contemptuously  and  obstinately 
Avitlidrew  himself,"  says  the  minute-l)Ook,  "into  secret 
l)laces,"  and  could  1jy  no  means  be  laid  hold  of.  (The 
offender  was  a  convert  from  Eepublicanism,  and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  the  Roj^alists,  maliciously  sought  to  force 
him  into  an  office  involving  a  heavy  demand  on  his  purse.) 
At  _  a  subsequent  meeting  the  Council,  ]:)rofessing  much 
indignation,  lined  liim  £!,()(»(;),  failing  payment  of  which 
he  was  to  bo  imprisoned  in  Newgate.  He  was  also  expelled 
from  the  aldermanic  bench  and  from  the  Cliamber,  disfran- 
chised as  a  free  burgess,  and  ordered  to  be  reputed  thence- 
forth as  a  "  foreigner."  Sir  John  Knight  Avas  elected  chief 
magistrate.  Pope,  still  in  concealment,  afterwards  peti- 
tioned for  a  hearing,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
eonfer  Avith  liim,  assuring  liim  liberty  to  appear  and  return 
Avithont  molestation.  In  the  resnU  the  culprit  signed  a 
bond  for  £2,01)0  as  security  for  payment  of  the  fine,  but 
l^rayed  an  abatement,  and  the  penalty  Avas  reduced  to  £100, 
Avliich  he  paid.  He  Avas  also  re-admitted  as  a  burgess,  and 
later  on  the  Chamberlain  was  ordered  to  refund  £30  of  the 
fine. 

Eenewed  reports  of  disaffection  and  intended  revolt  in 
Bristol,  and  the  district  alarmed  the  Government  in  October. 
In  the  State  Papers  is  a  document  endorsed:— "Information 
concerning  the  Plot,  sent  from  tlie  Duke  of  Buckingham  to 
His  Majesty,"  alleging  that  a  rising  Avas  being  prepared  for 
October  Ipth,  when  7,000  or  8,000  men  Avere  to  surprise 
Bristol,  Avith  arms  and  ammunition  for  ten  or  twelve  days, 
Avhen  they  hoped  to  be  masters  of  the  country.     Wariiing 


1GG3]  IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY.  323 

was  forthwith  despatched  to  the  deputy-lieutenants  by 
Secretary  Bennet  (his  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Way,  of  Henbury),  and  Bennet  was  informed 
by  Sir  Hugh  Smyth  on  the  l-ith  that  two  companies  of  foot 
would  mount  guard  that  night  to  secure  the  city,  and  that 
next  day  the  regiment  would  be  summoned,  though  it 
Avas  imperfect.  He  and  other  deputy-lieutenants  had  been 
■""mucli  slighted  by  some  of  Bristol."  Sir  Humphrey  Hooke 
and  his  colleagues  in  the  city  despatched  information  as  to 
their  precautions  on  the  same  day,  adding  that  they  had 
■arrested  divers  persons  of  ill  principles,  and  asked  fur  in- 
structions for  dealing  with  them,  and  power  to  levj''  con- 
tributions for  the  pa_yment  of  sohliers.  Further  intelligence 
was  sent  up  by  Sir  Tiiomas  Bridges,  of  Keyusham,  and  Sir 
John  Knight,  whilst  Alderman  Gale,  tlio  ex-Maj'^or,  seized 
the  opportunity  to  forward  some  worthless  papers  respecting 
the  plot  of  the  previous  year,  which  lie  had  the  effrontery 
to  assert  was  defeated  by  his  vigilance.  The  panic  sub- 
sided soon  afterwards. 

Tliere  is  .some  reason  to  believe  tliat  the  alleged  conspiracy 
had  little  other  basis  than  the  bitter  complaints  of  injustice 
wrung  from  the  Nonconformists  by  tlie  oppression  under 
which  they  were  suifering.  In  despite  of  the  King's 
pledges  before  his  restoration,  dissenting  ministers  were 
forbidden  to  preach,  and  their  Hocks  were  systematically 
persecuted  by  order  of  the  Government.  Sir  John  Knight, 
just  become  Mayor,  assured  Secretary  Bennet  in  October 
"that  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  execute  the  King's  pleasure 
against  the  sectaries,  and  had  already  committed  Evans, 
an  ejected  minister,  who,  he  Avrote,  was  "  the  most  danger- 
ous Anaba]itisb  that  i-vi-r  lived."  He  might  have  added 
that  he  luul  sVuit  auotlier  ])reacher  to  gaol  todceej)  Evans 
com]>an3\  At  the  following  quarter  sessions  the  two 
prisoners  were  charged  Avith  rioting, — that  is,  with  having 
gathered  more  tlian  live  persons  together,  contrary  to  law, — 
and  they  Avere  fined  £5U  each,  and  committed  to  NeAvgate 
in  default  of  payment.  After  remaining  in  the  loathsome 
prison  for  nine  months,  the  Sheriifs  liberated  them  on  their 
friends  paying  40a'.  for  each.  In  emulation  of  the  Mayor, 
Sir  Hugh  Smyth  and  Sir  Thomas  Bridges  were  harr3dng 
the  numerous  Quakers  in  North  Somerset.  Their  usual 
couTse  Avas  to  summon  prominent  Quakers,  and  command 
them  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  suj)remacy.  As 
the  principles  of  the  victims  compelled  them  to  refuse,  they 
Avere  fortliAvith  committed  to  Ilchester  gaol.     The  day  after 
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tlie_  King's  visit  to  Bristol,  tliirty-tliree  of  these  sulTerers 
petitioned  His  Majesty  for  relief,  declaring  tliat  they  were 
ruined  'by  fines  and  imprisonment,  and  that  the  gaoler's 
cruelty  exposed  them  to  famisli ;  while  another  Quaker, 
lying  in  Bristol  gaol,  gave  the  King  a  candid  piece  of  his 
mind  respecting  royal  excesses  and  Avantonness,  and  re- 
proached him  with  the  blood  of  innocent  men  who  had 
died,  and  were  dying,  in  nasty  dungeons.  It  will  presently 
be  seen  that  these  cases  were  but  a  slight  foreshadowing  of 
the  persecutions  yet  to  come. 

The  efforts  of  the  Common  Council  to  procure  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  old  city  charters  and  the  concession  of  additional 
privileges  were  recorded  at  page  BOG.  After  much  delay, 
the  chief  purpose  of  Avhich  seems  to  have  been  to  wring 
more  money  out  of  the  ap]:)]icants,  a  royal  warrant  for  the 
coveted  document  was  signed  on  December  2Gth,  "  for  the 
satisfaction  given  by  the  late  entertainment  of  the  King 
and  Queen."  The  instrument,  which  did  not  receive  tlie 
Great  Seal  until  April  22nd,  1G(!-1,  is  of  prodigious  dimen- 
sions, and  its  cost  was  enormous.  The  Town  Clerk,  who 
appears  to  have  stayed  several  months  in  London  attending 
to  its  progress,  had  £400  remitted  to  him  to  keep  greedy 
officials  in  good  humour.  There  is  also  an  item  of  £50' 
"  remitted  to  London  to  be  made  use  of "  ;  and  Sir  John 
Knight,  in  addition  to  Ins  "  wages  "  as  member  of  Parlia- 
ment, was  j^aid  £42G  G.v.  8(^.,  "disbursed  for  the  city."  The 
Corporation  would  probably  not  have  begrudged  this  out- 
lay had  it  succeeded  in  its  aims.  But  the  new  charter 
neither  disfranchised  the  freemen  nor  conferred  any  of  the 
additional  privileges  that  had  been  solicited.  It  was,  in 
fact,  simply  an  unnecessary  confirmation  of  existing  rights, 
the  only  new  feature  being  a  clause  levelled  at  Dissenters, 
requiring  persons  elected  as  Councillors  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremac3^ 

Sir  John  Knight  had  entered  upoii  his  mayoralty  at 
JMichaelmas  with  a  deterininatioii  to  make  it  long  memor- 
able to  Nonconformists.  Raids  on  dissenting  places  of 
worship  began  in  October,  and  his  worship  was  able  to 
inform  the  Privy  Council  on  November  11th  that  he  had  ^ 
dealt  effectually  with  all  the  conventicles,  and  committed 
some  of  tlieir  leading  supporters  to  prison  ;  for  which  their 
lordships,  on  the  16th,  returned  him  "hearty  thanks," 
praying  him  to  continue  his  vigilance  until  he  had  secured 
all  the  principal  heads  of  the  faction,  and  made  tliem  give 
lieavv  bail  to  answer  for  their  offences  at  the  assizes.     The 
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Mayor  soon  found  a  zealous  coadjutor  in  Ricliard  Streamer, 
one  of  the  Sheriffs.  The  Latter,  on  December  27th,  received 
the  Mayor's  instructions  to  proceed  to  the  Quakers' meeting- 
liouse,  put  a  stop  to  the  service,  and  apprehend  some  of  the 
members.  The  directions  were  promptly  obej^'ed,  and  the 
obnoxious  oaths  having  been  tendered  to  three  leading 
Quakers,  which  they,  of  course,  declined  to  take.  Streamer 
ordered  them  off  to  prison.  At  this  point,  John  Knight, 
the  sugar  refiner,  commonly  called  -'junior  "  to  distinguish 
him  from  his  cousin,  the  Mayor,  offered  liimself  as  bail  for 
those  in  custody,  and,  being  rebuked  by  the  Sheriff  for  his 
tenderness  to  sectaries,  retorted  upon  the  official,  declaring 
that  he  valued  him  no  more  tlian  his  dog,  boxed  the  ears  of 
some  one  else,  and  ultimat(dy  drew  liis  sword — a  weapon 
still  ordinarily  worn  by  the  upper  chisses.  The  Sheriff, 
greatly  incensed,  soon  after  complained  to  the  dejDuty- 
lieutenants,  asking  that  the  Mayor  might  be  rebuked  for 
not  treating  his  namesake  with  severity,  and  that  the 
latter  should  be  arrested;  whereupon  the  deputy-lieutenants 
wrote  to  Secretary  Bennet  for  instructions,  observing  that 
the  sugar  refiner  was  a  man  of  full  fortune  but  violent 
])assions.  Streamer  also  besought  the  Government  to  punish 
Knight,  and  the  choleric  gentleman  was  haled  before  the 
King  in  Council  in  the  following  February,  where,  accord- 
ing to  a  letter  of  Secretary  Bennet,  "he  had  ver}''  severe 
reproof  for  his  misbehaviour,"  and  matters-  would  have 
"yet  passed  worse  for  him  "  if  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  had 
not  interposed,  and  represented  his  good  services  at  the 
time  of  the  Restoration.  The  ]\rinister,  in  narrating  these 
facts  to  tlie  Mayor,  added  : — "His  Majesty  bade  me  tell  you 
how  imu'h  satislu'd  Ik^  is  (tf  your  care  of  the  o,ood  govern- 
luent  of  liis  city,  ancl  to  thank  you  in  Ids  name  for  it." 
Elated  with  tins  approval,  the  Maj^or  made  preparations 
for  a  grand  battue.  It  was  well  known  that  the  Quakers 
held  services  in  a  large  upstairs  apartment  in  Broadmead 
(on  the  site  of  the  present  Broadmead  Cliapel)  in  the  house 
of  one  Samuel  Tovey.  On  Sundaj',  February  28tli,  l()()-i, 
his  worship,  aceomj^anied  by  Sir  Henry  Creswick  and 
others,  re23aired  to  this  place,  where  about  300  (Quakers 
were  assembled,  and  commanrled  them  to  (Usperse.  Several 
sliowing  unwillingness  to  obey,  fourteen  of  the  more 
obstinate  .were  arrested  and  sent  to  Newgate.  On  subse- 
quent  Sunda3^s  similar  scenes  took  place  at  the  chapels  of 
the  Baptists  and  Independents,  after  which  tlie  pastime 
was  suspended  for  a  while  owing  to  the  Mayor's  departure 
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for  London  to  fulfil  his  duties  in  Parliament,  He  there 
enero-etically  supjxu'ted  the  Conventicle  Bill  brought  in  by 
the  Government,  under  which  a  person  thrice  convicted  of 
attending  a  dissenting  place  of  worshijD  was  subjected  to 
transportation  for  seven  years,  with  the  confiscation  of  his 
projDcrty  to  defray  the  charge  of  his  removal.  Sir  John,  in 
expressing  his  delight  at  this  provision,  informed  the  House 
of  Commons  that  he  hoped  to  send  400  Quakers  out  of  the 
land  before  the  end  of  his  mayoralty.  The  Bill  having 
become  law  the  jubilant  knight  returned  to  Bristol  to  carry 
out  his  intended  policy,  in  which  he  had  the  assistance  of 
a  troop  of  cavalry,  despatched  by  the  Government  on  that 
esjiecial  service.  Early  in  July,  200  Quakers,  caught  in 
their  room  in  Bread  mead,  were  arrested.  The  man  found 
preaching  was  sent  to  gaol  for  three  months  ;  all  the  rest 
were  ordered  to  ]iay  fines,  and  on  the  refusal  of  all  except 
nine  to  produce  the  money,  thc^'-  were  severally  committed 
to  prison  for  a  month.  A  fortnight  later  the  raid  was 
repeated,  but  owing  to  the  number  lying  in  Newgate  onl}' 
1(10  Quakers  were  assembled.  An  old  acquaintance,  Dennis 
Hollister,  was  captured  on  tJiis  occasion.  Eefusing  to  pa}'- 
a  fine  of  £4,  he  was  sent  tu  Newgate  for  six  weeks  ;  five 
others  were  condemned  to  a  month's  incarceration,  and  all 
'the  rest  were  convicted,  but  had  their  sentences  respited 
in  terrorem.  On  the  three  Sundays^  ending  August  14tL, 
the  Mayor  pursued  his  prey  relentlessl}^,  and  committed 
about  thirty,  chiefly  women,  for  a  week,  about  forty  for 
three  weeks,  and  a  great  number  for  a  month.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  multitude  of  victims,  the  condition  of  the 
prisons  was  app'alling.  Fifty-five  women  consigned  to 
Bridewell,  whose  piety  was  tluir  only  otience,  had  but  five 
beds  to  lie  upon,  and  two  died  from  theefiects  of  the  stench. 
A  renewed  onslaught  was  next  made  on  the  other  con- 
venticles, and  the  original  Nonconformist  body  was  so 
persistently  harried  that  it  was  forced  to  abandon  its 
meeting-place  in  the  Friars,  and  assemble  in  the  garrets 
or  cellars  of  jjrivate  houses.  On  one  occasion  the  Mayer 
captured  thirty-one  gathered  in  this  way,  and  consigned 
all  tif  them  to  Bridewell  for  a  month.  JBefore  the  end  of 
his  mayoralty  Sir  John  was  entitled  to  beast  that  he  had 
driven  into  filthy  dungeons  about  SCO  sufferers  for  con- 
science sake,  who  were  forced  to  hoard  with  criminals  cf 
the  vilest  character.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  civic  chair 
by  Alderman  John  Lawford,  who  continued  to  break  up  the 
unlawful  services,  but  generallj'- ccmmittcd  only  the  persons 
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ill  whose  Louses  tlie  meetings  took  place.  The  outbreak 
of  the  Plague  in  l()(J5-(3,  and  the  nioderation  of  Alderman 
Willougliby,  .then  Mayor,  put  a  temj^orary  stop  to  the 
persecutions. 

Evidence  has  been  adduced  from  the  State  records  that 
kSir  John  Knight,  in  pursuing  the  course  just  brieti}'' 
described,  wsts  acting  with  the  express  encouragement  of 
the  Government,  wliose  ostensible  pretext  for  its  policy  was 
its  anxiety  for  the  promotion  of  religion  and  morality. 
Nothing  need  be  said  here  respecting  the  dissoluteness  of 
the  Court,  or  of  the  "  profane  swearing  fellows,"  as  Pepys 
terms  them,  who  composed  the  bulk  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  passed  the  intolerant  Acts  against  Dissenters. 
But  it  is  edifying  to  examine  the  character  of  the  letters 
which  a  Secretary  of  State  Avas  addressing  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Bristol  whilst  applauding  their  treatment  of 
Quakers  and  others.  Amongst  the  iniquities  that  arose 
after  the  Restoration  was  the  introduction  of  fraudulent 
gambling  establishments  licensed  by  the  Government. 
Gangs  of  knaves  Avere  empowered  to  prowl  about  the 
kingilom,  setting  up  what  they  st3ded  lotteries,  and  reaping 
enormous  profits  out  of  the  credulous  public,  a  portion  of 
the  spoil  being  handed  over  to  higli  otlicials  at  Court  to 
secure  a  continuance  of  the  ]u-ivi]ege.  Secretary  AVilliam- 
son  seems  to  have  been  deeply  interested  in  those  secret 
transactions,  for  letters  in  the  Record  Office  show  that  he 
sent  repeated  requests  to  Bristol  for  magisterial  sanction  of 
the  lotteries  at  tlie  great  local  fairs.  In  reply  to  one  of 
these  missives.  Alderman  Cale  promised  to  forward  any 
of  the  lotteries  exeept  that  eabed  the  li03'al  Oak,  Avhieh  he 
said  "  lu'oke  half  the  cashiers  [peo[)le  with  cash] , -in  Bristol" 
at  its  ])revious  visit.  But  the  Roj'-al  Oak  SAvindle  was  one 
under  "Williamson's  protection,  and  after  being  again 
pressed,  Calo  wrote  a  few  (hiys  later  that  he  had  prevailed 
on  the  IMa^^or  to  sanction  the  Eoj^il  Oak  lottery  during 
Paul's  fair,  and  that  the  leave  might  be  extended,  though 
when  it  was  last  in  the  city  many  young  men  ruined 
themselves,  and  his  own  son  lost  £50.  In  the  following 
month  Cale  stated  that  the  Mayor  was  anxious  to  comply 
Avith  the  Secretary's  desire  to  have  the  lottery  prolonged, 
but  some  of  the  Aldermen  had  o])posed  him.  Earel}^  losing 
an  opportunity  to  calumniate  his  colleagues,  Cale,  as  he 
had  done  in  the  previous  letter,  prayed  for  the  prosecution 
of  John  Knight  (junior),  who,  he  said,  had  gone  to  London, 
to  join  Sir  Robert  Cann  and  Sir  Robert  Yeamans,  men  of 
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similar  bad  principles,  and  enemies  of  the  late  King !  The 
libeller  sent  up  another  dispatch  to  the  same  effect  three 
days  later.  The  Mayor  next  sought  to  curry  favour  with 
the  Minister  by  acknowledging  AVilliamson's  letters  on 
behalf  of  the  lottery  men,  who  had  been  permitted  to 
practise  for  three  weeks,  and  would,  he  said,  be  allowed  to 
continue  for  some  time  longer.  They  were,  he  added,  five 
months  in  the  city  in  the  previous  year,  though  the  cry  of 
the  poorer  sort  was  great  against  them,  and  they  were 
clearly  against  law.  Williamson  next  requested  still 
further  license  for  the  sharpers,  and  the  Mayor,  on  Feb- 
ruary 24th,  promised  to  "  obey  his  commands." 

The  predominance  of  the  Ro^-alists  in  local  affairs  was 
so  complete  that  they  found  it  necessary  to  seek  excitement 
in  hurling  offensive  charges  against  each  other.  AVorthless 
as  was  the  character  of  Alderman  Cale,  ho  was  outri vailed 
as  a  calumniator  by  Richard  Ellsworth,  of  api)rentice  fame. 
AVriting  to  Secretary  Bennet  on  February  15th,  the  Cus- 
tomer forwarded  some  papers  alleged  to  have  been  obtained 
from  one  of  the  ruined  Quakers,  whom  he  had  bribed,  he 
said,  to  tell  what  passed  at  their  meetings.  He  went  on  to 
assert,  in  defiance  of  facts  already  recorded,  that  owing 
to  magisterial  lack  of  vigilance,  the  sect  was  able  to  meet 
thrice  a  week  in  a  house  op])osite  to  tlie  Mayor's  (in  Temple 
Street),  thus  insinuating  that  Knight  was  not  doing  his 
duty.  Some  Quakers  and  Ba])tists  had,  he  admitted,  been 
sent  to  prison  ;  but  one  of  the  Sherifl's  had  lieen  so  weak 
as  to  order  the  gaoler  to  let  the  chief  culprits  go  abroad  to 
take  the  air.  This  lenit}''  he  attributed  to  the  prisoners 
being  cherished  by  Sir  Ixobi'rt  Canii,  Sir  Robert  Yeamans 
and  others.  John  Knight  (junior)  and  Yeamans  had 
moreover  been  active  against  the  King,  and  were  still 
abetting  factions  in  the  city.  No  doubt  they  would  pre- 
tend that  they  were  entitlerl  to  the  credit  of  raising  the 
apprentices  in  l()6t),  but  "  they  had  no  hand  in  it,"  the 
writer  claiming  all  the  glory  of  the  riot  as  exclusively  his 
own.  In  the  following  month,  Avhilst  the  Mayor  was 
harrying  the  Dissenters  every  Sunday,  Ellsworth  wrote 
again  to  the  Secretary — obviously  in  the  interest  of  a  con- 
genial libeller,  the  office-seeker  Rycaut — denouncing  his 
Avorship  and  the  Town  Clerk  iov  disaffection.  The  cream 
of  this  correspondence,  hoAvever,  is  to  be  found  in  Cale's 
petition  to  the  King  for  the  reversion  of  a  Tellersliip  of 
the  Exchequer,  one  of  the  richest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
Crown.      The   application   was   founded    on  alleged  losses 


1GG4]  IN    THE    SEVENTEENTH    CENTURY.  329 

(luring  the  war,  and  on  exertions  to  drive  suspected  persons 
out  of  the  Corporation,  by  which  the  petitioner  had  "  con- 
tracted much  envy  and  malice" — which  was  true  in  a  sense 
that  the  writer  did  not  mean  to  convey.  In  IGGIJ  the 
Common  Council  pardoned  a  debt  due  from  Cale,  owing  to 
his  poverty,  and  granted  him  a  yearly  pension  of  £40  for 
life.  After  his  death,  in  l(j72,  a  ])ension  of  £30  was  voted 
to  his  widow. 

Unexpected  information  respecting  the,  ancient  hospital 
of  St.  Catherine,  near  Bedminster,  has  been  found  in  the 
State  Papers  for  April,  16G4.  One  John  Borcel  petitioned 
the  King  to  have  the  government  of  the  hospital,  with 
power  to  bring  to  account  Francis  Nevil,  who,  being  Master 
of  the  place  thirty  years  previously,  had  illegally  demo- 
lished it,  and  converted  the  lands  and  goods  to  his  own  use. 
Annexed  to  the  document  is  a  report  from  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  in  favour  of  the  ap])licant.  The  King- 
accordingly  granted  the  Mastership  to  Borcel,  together  with 
all  arrears  due  to  the  hospital.  The  petition  was  probably 
drawn  up  under  false  information,  and  its  success  can  have 
been  of  little  avail.  The  Nevil  family  held  a  grant  of  the 
estate  from  the  Crown,  and  dis])osed  of  the  site  of  the 
hospital  to  Sir  Hugh  Sm3'th  so  early  as  IGOS.  A  glass- 
house and  afterwards  a  saw-j^artl  occu])ied  the  ground  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  Some  of  the  ruined  Ijuildings 
Avere  afterwards  divided  into  miserable  hovels,  and  eventu- 
ally, in  1887,  the  site  was  entirely  cleared  previous  to  the 
construction  of  a  vast  tobacco  manufactory. 

Two  ordinances  passed  by  the  Council  in  April  raise  a 
sus])icion  that  gra\-e  irregularities  luu:!  arisen  in  the  hjcal  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  It  was  decreed  that'  the  Town 
Cleric  and  Under-Sheriff,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  £100  each, 
should  make  arrangements  for  the  regular  holding  of  autumn 
assizes.  Under  the  same  penalty  every  IMayor  for  the  time 
being  was  required  to  provide  for  the  sitting  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  as  '■  being  of  great  concernment  to  good 
government." 

As  has  been  remarked,  the  King's  concession  of  a  new 
charter  had  proved  a  bitter  disappointment.  The  Corjxira- 
tion,  in  applying  for  it,  had  sought  for  power  to  compel 
wealthy  inhabitants  to  become  freemen,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  qualified  for  election  as  Councillors,  and  also 
to  fine  them  heavily  if  they  refused  to  serve  ;  but  these 
powers  had  not  been  conceded.  Appeals  for  royal  help 
were  consequently  made  through  private  channels,  and  at  a 
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meeting    of   the  Privy  Council   on    September   8tli,    their  J 

lordships  drew  up  a  letter  to  the  Corjjoration,  Avhich  was  t 

produced  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  held  in  the  .\ 

Guildhall,  preliminary  to  the  annual  elections.     Evading  '• 

the  corporate  desire  to  persecute  non-freemen,  the  Govern-  f 

ment's  language  in  reference  to  burgesses  was  satisfactory  i 

enough.      Their  lordships  stated  they  had  been    informed  [ 

that  several  p)ersons  of  quality  and  ability,  nominated  Alder-  ■' 

men  and  Councillors,  had  refused  to  do  His  ]\Iajesty  service  in  | 

their  places,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  good  government,  and  't 

that  it  was  surmised  they  intended  to  ao-ain  absent  tliem-  rl 

selves  at  the  apj^roacliing  elections,  to  avoid  being  chosen  to  % 

the  chief  offices.     Tlie  King  felt  very  sensible  of  such  nea-  I 

lect  and  contempt,  which  might  lead  to  the  subversion  of  the  f 

civic  body,  and  now  exjiressly  commanded  that  no  one  should 
l)resunie  to  absent  himself  at  the  ajiproaching  elections, 
Avhen  more  than  ordinary  care  should  )je  taken  toclioose  men 
of  integrity  and  ability,  or  refuse  to  take  office  if  elected. 
The  names  of  any  wilfully  disobeying  this  mandate  were 
ordered  to  bo  sent  u})  to  the  Government.  Probably 
through  dread  as  to  tlie  consequences  of  further  resistance, 
nearly  all  those  wlio  had  been  elected  Cuuncillors,  but  had 
refused  to  take  their  seats,  attended  this  meeting,  and  six  of 
them,  including  John  Knight  (junior),  Eichard  Hart,  Alex- 
ander Jackson  and  John  Aldworth,  submitted,  and  took  the 
oaths.  Thomas  Moore  and  Shershaw  Gary  prayed  to  be 
excused  ;  and,  on  their  appeal  being  rejected,  flatly  refused 
to  swallow  the  test  oaths.  Joseph  Creswick  pleaded  that  he 
was  not  qualified,  l)eing  a  non-freeman,  and  declined  to  ae- 
{'ei)t  tlie  frceiUtm  when  olTered  to  him.  One  more,  Thomas 
Cide,  was  dismissed  un  his  own  petition.  x^\  lexander  James, 
who  had  been  elected  an  Alderman,  did  not  appear,  and  was 
afterwards  dismissed.  The  result  of  these  proceedings  was 
testified  three  days  later,  at  the  annual  elections,  the  mem- 
l)ers  on  the  roll  having  swollen  to  forty-eight,  or  five  in 
excess  of  the  legal  number,  and  forty-five  were  actually 
present.  It  will  be  seen  later  on  that  the  tmreasoning 
] >erversit3''  of  the  civic  leaders  on  this  ])oint  afiorded  tlie 
Government  an  unanswei'ablo  pretext  fur  demanding  the 
surrender  of  the  cit3^'s  liberties. 

The  Admiralty  gave  orders  aboitt  this  time  for  the  build- 
ing, at  Bristol,  of  a  royal  frigate  of  fifty-two  guns,  to  be 
named  the  St.  Patrick.  The  first  mention  of  this  ship  of 
war  occurs  in  the  State  Papers  of  January,  1(J(J5,  when  one 
Adams,  the  naval  agent,  acquainted  his  emplo3'ers  of  a  difii- 
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culty  respecting  ancliors.  Good  iron  from  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  he  said,  was  ])rocnrable  at  £1()  per  ton,— equivaleiit  in 
modern  currency  to  al^out  £50, — but  the  local  blacksmiths 
would  not  contract  for  the  great  anchors,  liaving  no  work- 
sliops  fitted  to  make  them.  Perhaps  the  smiths  had  auotlier 
reason  for  holding  aloof,  for  Adams  adds  that  they  had  asked 
how  they  would  be  paid  if  they  undertook  the  work.  Evi- 
dence will  be  produced  hereafter  as  to  the  scandalous 
treatment  of  local  shipbuilders  b}^  the  Grovernment  of 
Charles  II.  A  frigate  was  also  being  constructed  at  Lj'-dney 
in  l(i()5,  and  the  naval  agent  there  applied  to  the  authorities 
for  power  to  imjiress  shipwrights  at  Bristol.  In  March,  Sir 
"William  Coventry  sent  a  letter  to  Pe[)ys,  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  eminently  characteristic  of  the  age.  Sir  John 
Knight,  he  wrote,  had  taken  up  the  Greorge,  of  Bristol,  for 
the  service  of  the  Board,  and  as  the  shiji  would  carry  twenty 
guns  she  would  need  a  good  comj)lement  of  men.  "  It  will 
be  a  way  to  get  volunteers  in  that  sea,  and  being  thus  tre- 
panned the}^  can  be  used  other  ways."  Sir  John  Knight 
was  then,  and  for  several  subsequent  years,  an  active  agent 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  was  nearly  always  liegging  for  money 
to  carry  out  his  instructions.  On  April  J'Jth,  lie  informed 
the  Navy  Board  that  the  George  had  departed,  with  22G  able 
seamen;  so  that  the  tre]:)anniiig  had  been  successful.  A 
week  later,  he  reported  that  lie  liad  impressed  many  inore 
sailors,  but  was  afraid  they  would  run  away,  as  he  had  nn 
place  for  their  detention.  A  warrant  to  j)ress  four  hundred 
additional  seamen  \\'as  sent  to  him  in  the  foll(Aving  month, 
'^riie  (\a'i>oratinn,  in  ^Mareli,  ]la^•ing  been  int'ornied  that 
Hie  Ihike  of  Ci'iuond.  Lord  lligli  Steward,  would  soon  ar- 
rive in  the  cit}-  on  his  way  to  Dublin  as  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  arranged  that  his  grace  should  be  suitablj^  enter- 
tained in  Sir  Pleiny  Creswick's  mansion  at  the  city's 
expense,  and  a  committee  was  a])pointe(l  to  ])re])are  for 
his  reception.  The  Duke  did  not  reach  Bristol,  however, 
until  tlie  end  of  August.  After  leeeiving  a  ro^'-al  salute,  his 
grace  descended  at  the  Council  House,  where  the  cit}'- 
fathers,  arrayed  in  scarlet,  were  assembled  to  do  him 
honour.  A  mighty  entertainment  followed,  the  outlay 
on  which  exceeded  £15t).  Westplialian  hams  and  tongues, 
s])ecially  sent  for  from  London,  were  novel  and  costly  items 
of  the  banquet,  while  as  regards  liquor,  including  a  separate 
provision  for  the  ducal  retinue,  about  two  hundred  gallons 
of  wine  were  purchased  and  doubtless  consumed.  From 
references  to  the  state  of  the  Corporation  to  be  found  in  pre- 
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ceding  pages,  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  from  Ormond's 
Liograplier  tliat  tlie  Duke  discovered  the  city  to  be  "di- 
vided into  factions,  and  ready  to  break  out  into  tnmnlts." 
He  consequently  prolonged  his  visit  for  four  days  with  tlie 
object  of  conciliating  the  hostile  cliques — probably  with 
little  success.  He  then  departed,  r/rt  Gloucester,  for  Milford 
Haven, 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  corn,  the  exporta- 
tion of  grain  was  temporarily  prohibited,  but  licenses  to 
evade  the  royal  order  could  generally  be  obtained  "for  a 
consideration."  AVilliam  Colston,  writing  to  Secretary 
Williamson  in  February,  prayed  for  a  ])ermit  for  his  small 
ship,  The  Aogel  Gabriel,  Avhicli  lie  wished  to  despatch  with  a 
grain  cargo  to  Portugal;  and  bluntly  offered  the  Minister 
i^lO  to  have  the  license  quickly.  Some  delay  occurring — 
])(^rhaps  Williamson  Avas  looking  for  a  larger  gratification  — 
Colston  fired  off  a  second  letter,  ho])ing  that  he  would  not  be 
denied  the  favour  of  sending  a  ship  of  eight  men,  when 
others  had  been  granted  leave  to  despatch  vessels  of  thirty 
men.  The  Secretary's  re])ly  is  missing.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  Mr.  Colston  had  named  his  littlo  bark  after  the  famous 
Bristol  vessel  of  the  then  popular  ballad  (see  p.  [)[)). 

Some  interesting  facts  respecting  a  renewed  dispute  be- 
tAveen  the  Levant  Company  of  London  and  the  Merchant 
Venturers'  Society  of  Bristol  occur  about  this  time  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Privy  Council,  As  is  mentioned  in  page  (15, 
the  Levant  Company  claimed  a  monopoly  of  trade  in  Eastern 
Europe,  but  Avere  required  Ijy  the  Government  in  KILS  to 
permit  Bristolians  "on  trial  for  three  A'ears  "  to  import  a 
small  (plant ity  of  dried  fruit,  on  jxiyiiig  a  royalty  of  (l.v.  K/. 
]H'r  ton.  Eor  some  unknoAVJi  reason,  tluf,London  confederacy 
took  no  further  steps  in  the  nmtter,  permitting  the  Bristol 
jnerchants  to  continue  their  traffic,  Avithout  any  restriction 
as  to  its  dimensions,  and  cA^en  neglectiiig  to  demand  the 
roj'alty  reserA^ed  to  them.  Suddenly,  in  the  spring  of  KJGo, 
Avhen  local  commerce  with  the  fruit  islands  had  largely 
developed,  the  Levant  Comjiany  made  vehement  complaints 
to  the  Privy  Council  against  those  iuA'asions  on  the  mono- 
pol}'',  and  their  lordships  ordered  the  Ma3'or  of  Bristol,  on 
April  2Sth,  to  giA^e  notice  to  those  concerned  to  appear  be- 
fore them  in  the  folloAving  montli,  Tlie  Merchants'  Society, 
apparently  in  much  alarm,  ])etitioned  for  further  time  to 
defend  themselves,  and  from  A^arious  causes,  especially  from 
the  interruption  of  Council  meetings  during  the  Great 
Plague,  the  matter  Avas  not  brought  to  a  hearing  until 
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May  23rd,  1G6G,  by  wliicli  time  the  Mercliant  'Venturers 
liad  recovered  their  courage,  and  stoutly  j^leaded  tlieir  char- 
tered privileges.  The  case  of  the  respective  parties  was 
lieard  before  the  King  himself,  ami,  after  a  deliberation, 
the  Council  pronounced  a  formal  order  that  no  impositions 
should  thenceforth  be  demanded  by  the  Levant  Company 
from  any  Bristol  merchants  trading  to  A^enice  or  Zante, 
for  the  goods  of  those  ],)]aces  only.  Although  this  decree 
debarred  Bristolians  from  Turkey,  they  liailed  it  with 
intense  satisfaction  as  a  signal  trium])h  over  their  grasping- 
rivals. 

The  terrible  jjestilcnce  known  as  the  Great  Plague  broke 
out  in  London  in  December,  IGGl,  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  excited  much  local  apprehension  until  the  following- 
June,  when,  in  view  of  the  approaching  St.  James's  fair,  th(5 
Corporation  appealed  to  the  Privy  Council  for  a  proclama- 
tion prohil)iting  its  being  held  during  the  current  year, 
and  by  dint  of  spending  £2-1  in  gratuities  at  Court  the 
required  order  was  secured.  On  the  I'Jth  the  Chamber 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions  in  the  hojie  of  barring  out  the 
disease.  All  the  householders  in  turn  were  to  keep  watch 
and  ward  at  the  entrances  to  the  cit}',  armed  with  halberts. 
No  Londoner  was  to  be  admitted  unless  lie  brought  a  certi- 
ficate of  health,  and  goods  sent  from  the  capital  were  to  be 
aired  thirty  days  before  passing  through  the  Gates.  But 
there  is  no  evidence  that  anything  was  attempted  of  a  sani- 
tary character.  Towards  the  close  of  the  3''ear  the  scourge 
was  fatally  prevalent  in  Bedminster  and  in  the  suburb 
outside  Lawford's  Gate;  and  the  Council,  in  great  alarm, 
ordereil  that  a  Pest  House  should  1)0  constructL'd  near  Ba])- 
tist  ]\iills  on  Some  land  known  by  the  strange  name  of 
Forlorn  Hope.  The  "  til tluness  of  the  streets  "  is 'now  ad- 
mitted in  the  minute-book,  which  contains  an  order  for  the 
removal  of  vast  heaps  of  noisome  refuse  in  eight  different 
parishes.  Isolated  cases  of  j)lague  occurred  in  Horse  Street, 
Pile  Street,  Tucker  Street,  liedclilF  Street,  and  St.  Phili])'s 
parish,  the  infected  families  being  severall}^  shut  up  in 
tlieir  houses,  or  removed  to  the  Pest  House,  and  supplied 
with  food.  A  rate  was  levied  monthly'-  on  the  citizens  for 
these  pur])0ses,  and  a  considerable  sum  was  also  contributed 
by  the  Chamber.  A  Privy  Council  order  was  afterwards 
issued  forbidding  the  holding  of  St.  Paul's  fair.  The  ej)i- 
demic  lingered  on  until  the  following  summer.  In  April, 
IGGG,  the  Corporation  ordered  the  levying  of  £d50  by  a  rate 
for  relieving  necessitous  families  suffering  from  the  infec- 
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tion,  and  another  rate  for  the  same  purpose  was  ordered  in 
August.  The  total  rnortalitj^  due  to  the  pestilence  is  not 
recorded.  In  reference  to  the  Plague  in  London,  an  account 
has  been  preserved  of  the  funds  subscribed  in  provincial 
toAvns  and  se>it  up  for  the  relief  of  poor  families.  The  total 
amount  was  £1,25S,  of  which  Bristol  contributed  £205, 
Exeter  £2'2'2,  and  Taunton  £155. 

Owing  to  the  decay  of  the  Navy  under  the  restored 
monarchy,  ruinous  losses  were  sustained  by  Bristol  mer- 
chants during  the  war  with  Holland.  There  are  many 
])apers  on  the  subject  in  the  Record  Ofhce.  Sir  John 
Knight,  Avriting  to  the  Navy  Board  in  July,  reported  that 
five  more  ships  belonging  to  the  port  had  been  captured,  at 
a  loss  to  the  citizens  of  £30,(K)0.  Hardly  a  ship,  he  added, 
escaped  the  enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  the  almost  total 
suspension  of  business  in  London,  caused  by  the  long-con- 
tinued pestilence,  gave  a  marked  impetus  to  local  commerce. 
In  September,  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  Bristol  ships  was  ex- 
pected home  from  Virginia,  and  in  November  a  letter  sent 
to  London  reported  that  thirty  merchantmen  had  just  sailed 
from  the  Avon  for  the  AVcst  Indies,  and  that  half  as  many 
more  would  follow  in  a  few  days.  In  July,  100(3,  letters  to 
Secretary  Williamson  announced  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
Bristol  fleets  from  Virginia  and  Barbadoes,  the  former  em- 
bracing nineteen  ships  laden  with  tobacco  and  four  with 
sugar  and  cotton,  while  the  latter  comprised  thirteen  vessels, 
chiefly  laden  with  sugar.  Tlie  Avriter  added  that  they  were 
in  time  for  the  fair,  and  rejoiced  the  town,  which  had  lately 
sustained  so  heavy  a  loss  in  the  caj)ture  of  the  Nevis  ships, 
worth  £5l),0()0.  (No  other  reconl  uf  this  disaster  has  been 
found,  but  there  is  a  note  that  six  J^arbadoes  ships  were  lost 
about  the  same  time.)  The  Customs  duties  derived  from 
the  above  arrivals  amounted  to  what  was  then  regarded  as 
the  stupendous  sum  of  £3r»,U()0.  In  October  tlie  Secretary 
was  iuforined  by  a  Bridgwater  correspr)ndent  that  the 
Bristol  merchants  were  maldng  vast  profits  on  their  im- 
ports, having  taken  advantage  of  the  destruction  of  London 
stocks  by  the  great  fire  to  demand  exorbitant  prices.  A 
Bristol  letter  of  the  same  month  stated  that  thirty  ships 
were  preparing  to  return  to  Virginia  and  Barbadoes,  but 
would  carry  slender  cargoes,  Bristol  goods  being  bought  so 
cheap  and  selling  so  dear  that  a  small  quantit}^  brought  in 
a  large  return. 

Notwithstanding  the  purification  of  the  Common  Council 
from  Puritan  elements,  the  Government  seem  to  have  put 
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little  trust  in  tlie  test  oaths  that  had  been  impoied  on  the 
members,  and,  probablj^  with  the  help  of  Ellsworth,  kept 
a  vigilant  eye  on  local  affairs.  A  few  days  before  the 
annual  elections,  the  King,  through  Lord  Arlington,  sent 
down  a  mandate  expressing  his  rlispleasure  at  the  con- 
trivances of  disaffected  persons  to  disturb  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  city,  and  requested  that  men  of  fidelity  might 
be  chosen  as  officers,  and  especially  that  the  Maj^or  should 
be  selected  from  the  aldermanic  body,  and  not  from  the 
councillors.  The  Chamber,  of  course,  obeyed,  and  placed 
Alderman  Willoughby  in  the  civic  chair  on  September 
loth. 

On  the  following  day,  at  quarter  sessions,  seven  of  the 
Aldermen,  Messrs.  Lawford,  AV'illougliby,  Creswick,  Locke, 
Sandy  and  Morgan,  and  Sir  John  Kniglit,  were  able  to 
manifest  the  "good  affection,  prudence  and  fidelity"  so 
mucli  esteemed  by  the  King.  Six  men  and  three  women 
Avere  indicted  for  having  taken  ])art  in  Nonconformist 
services,^  after  having  been  tAvice  before  convicted  of  the 
same  crime.  After  being  found  guilty,  the  Recorder,  as 
cliairman  of  the  Court,  condemned  them  to  be  transported  to 
Barbadoesfor  the  term  of  seven  years,  with  a  Avarning  that, 
if  they  escaped  and  returned  to  England,  and  did  not  pay 
doAvn  £1CKJ  each  for  such  offence,  they  Avould  be  hanged  as 
felons,  Avith  confiscation  of  goods.  A  Avarrant,  ordering  the 
pro])er  officer  to  embark  the  prisoners  forthAvith  'on  board 
ship,  Avas  then  signed  by  the  justices.  A  copy  of  this  order 
is  preserved  at  the  Council  House.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  some  of  these  victims  escaped  the  teiider  mercies  of  the 
laAv.  Li  the  Colonial  State  Papers  is  a  singular  document, 
tlatt.nl  .liinuaryTth,  HMu)  itho  new  year  then  brgau  in  ]\[;uvli), 
entitled  a  "  certificate,"  signed  by  eight  of  the  crcAvof  the  ship 
Mary  Fortune,  of  Bristol.  It  states  that  in  December  three 
Quakers  Avere  brought  to  their  ship  for  transportation,  but 
that  the  Avriters  durst  not  carry  away  innocent  persons,  and 
Avere  persuaded  the  King  did  notAvishto  make  Aaiid  the  Act 
that  Englishmen  should  not  he  carried  abroad  without  tlieir 
own  consent.  Moreover,  there  was  a  laAV  in  Barbadoes  for- 
bidding persons  to  be  brought  there  against  their  Avills,  and 
requiring  them  to  be  carried  home  ngain.  They  had,  there- 
fore, put  these  men  ashore.  How  the  tars  Avere  treated  for 
this  honourable  insubordination  does  not  appear. 

By  an  order  of  the  Common  Council,  the  ancient  Court 
Leet  of  the  city,  Avhicli  had  been  discontinued  for  many 
years,  was  revived  in  October.     A  sitting  took  place  in  each 
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ward,  and  complaints  were  made  in  the  form  of  present- 
ments. One  of  the  juries  bestoAved  practical  approval  ou 
the  ducking-stool,  for  the  Chamberlain  was  presented  for  not 
keeping  it  in  repair.  The  same  official  was  also  censured  for 
neglecting  the  two  "  washing  shps  "  near  the  AVeir— that 
is,  the  places  where  women  gathered  to  wash  clothes  by  the 
river-side,  a  practice  still  common  in  French  country  towns. 
A  man  living  in  or  near  Castle  Street  was  presented  for  roof- 
ing his  house  with  thatch.  At  the  Court  held  in  1()G()  two 
men  were  presented  for  having  made  haystacks  at  the  back 
of  their  houses — one  in  Hallier  Lane  (Nelson  Street),  and  the 
other  in  the  Old  Market.  In  All  Saints'  ward,  four  men 
were  presented  for  selling  "  cofFey  "  and  ale  witliout  a  license 
— the  hrst  mention  of  coft'ee-housL'S,  afterwards  very  common. 
The  churchwardens  of  All  Saints'  were  complained  of  "  for 
not  mending  the  place  where  tlie  play  is  in  Christmas 
St]-eet,  being  ver3^  much  decayed  " — the  only  explanation  of 
which  seems  to  be  that  some  building  for  theatrical  purposes 
had  been  erected  there.  The  roadway  in  Castle  Street  was 
pronounced  to  be  ruinous  and  deep  in  filth  through  the  neg- 
lect of  the  Chamberlain,  while  Sir  John  Knight  and  Mr. 
Colston  were  presented  for  defective  pitching  in  front  of 
their  projjerty, 

.Excepting  only  the  poll-tax,  the  impost  known  as  hearth 
money  was  the  most  unpojmlar  ever  sanctioned  b}^  Parlia- 
ment. The  duty  was  leviable  U])on  ^very  dwelling  that  had 
more  than  two  chimneys,  and  the  rapacious  men  who 
"  farmed  "  it  were  entitled  to  enter  houses  whenever  they 
had  a  suspicion  that  fire-places  Avere  concealed,  and  to  seize 
even  the  bed  of  a  labourer  if  he  refused,  or  was  unable,  to  pay 
the  tax  on  demand.  ]n  sj)itc  of  the  notorious  brutality  of 
the  collectors,  the  Government  invai^iably  supj)orted  the 
farmers  in  their  efforts  to  increase  their  profits.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1GG5,  the  Privy  Council  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  complaining  that  some  of  the  justices  (who 
had  power  to  grant  certificates  of  exemption  in  certain  cases) 
made  undue  use  of  this  privilege  to  favour  people  liable  to 
the  duty,  wherewith  His  Majesty  was  much  dissatisfied,  and 
required  amendment  for  the  future.  The  answer  of  the 
magistrates  is  not  recorded ;  but  at  a  later  period  their 
worships  sent  a  long  letter  to  the  Privy  Council,  stating 
that  they  had  given  the  utmost  assistance  in  securing  jjay- 
ment  of  the  tax,  but  that  the  farmer  and  his  officers  had 
exacted  it  from  persons  clearly  exempt,  seizing  even  the 
miserable  chattels  of  people  begging  from  door  to  door,  and 
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the  working  tools  of  poor  labourers.  They  had  proposed  to 
the  farmer  that  a  return  should  be  drawn  up  of  all  houses 
liable  to  pay,  and  of  those  free  from  the  duty,  but  this  was 
not  complied  with  ;  lists  were  brought  in  by  the  officers  that 
included  many  exempt  dwellings,  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  had  been  menaced  for  refusing  to  return  them  to  the 
Exchequer.  "  The  cry  of  the  ])oor  is  so  great  that  we  are 
inforced  to  lay  their  complaints  before  your  honours."  The 
justices  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  compassion  shown  to 
the  poor  of  some  other  places  would  be  extended  to  those  of 
this  city  ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  relief  was  afforded. 
In  September,  10(37,  a  local  agent  of  the  Government  in- 
formed Secretar}'-  Williamson  that  the  collectors  caused 
much  murmuring  by  purposely  going  to  demand  the  tax 
when  they  knew  persons  were  from  home,  breaking  into 
their  houses,  seizing  goods,  and  then  making  the  owners  pay 
double  duty  to  redeem  them.  They  had,  he  added,  so  served 
the  Dean  of  Bristol  (Dr.  Glemham),  when  he  was  dining 
with  the  Mayor.  In  1671  one  of  the  civic  sergeants — a 
miserably  paid  class  of  men — had  his  furniture  seized  for 
non2)ayment  of  the  tax,  and  happening  to  have  the  Sword- 
bearer's  state  apparel  in  his  custody,  the  Chamberlain  was 
forced  to  come  to  the  rescue. 

The  Lord's  Day  being  much  profaned  by  barbers  shaving 
their  customers,  an  ordinance  was  passed  in  November  pro- 
hibiting the  practice,  a  penalt}'-  of  £10ubeing  imposed  on 
every  master,  and  one  of  £5  on  every  journe3nnan,  detected 
in  the  commissiun  of  this  profanity.  Au}^  master  allowing 
his  ap])rentice  to  shave  on  Sunday  was  to  be  fined  £5 
for  each  offence. 

About  V20  Dutchmen,  donljtless  caj^tured  in  the  victory 
over  the  Dutch  lleet  in  June,  were  brought  litre  towards  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  were  lodged  in  the  crypt  under  Red- 
cliff  church,  or  ])ossibly  in  a  portion  of  the  great  caverns 
still  existing  in  that  locality.  The  Corporation  was  thrifty 
in  ])roviding  for  their  accommodation,  a  h)ad  of  straw  aiid 
fifty  bed  mats,  costing  £1  76'.  8d.,  being  all  that  was  fur- 
nislied.  No  charge  for  food  is  recorderl.  The  men  were 
immured  in  this  (lungeon  until  the  following  April,  when 
£18  were  disbursed  for  conveying  them  to  Chepstow 
Castle. 

On  Christmas  Day,  a  number  of  Quaker  tradesmen 
thought  proper  to  manifest  their  principles,  or,  as  Secre- 
tary Williamson's  correspondent  put  it,  '•  to  shew  their 
contempt   of   authorit}'-,"  by  keeping  open  their  places  of 
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business.  Some  soldiers  of  Lord  Oxfoid's  regiment,  how- 
ever, were  stationed  in  the  city,  and  dealt  with  them  so 
brutally  that  they  lost  no  time  in  bringing  their  manifesta- 
tion to  a  close.  The  news  was  forwarded  to  the  Minister  as 
an  excellent  joke.  The  real  character  of  the  pleasantry  is 
revealed  in  a  record  of  the  persecuted  sect,  which  states 
that  three  of  the  tradesmen  were  tied  neck  and  heels,  with 
heavy  weights  laid  on  their  backs,  and  were  not  released  j 
until  the  punishment  threatened  to  end  in  their  murder. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  Marmachike  Rawdon,  a  York 
merchant,  made  a  tour  in  the  AVest  of  England— then  a 
very  unusual  enterprise — and  kept  an  interesting  diary  of 
his  experiences,  which  was  reproduced  by  the  late  Camden 
Society.  Of  Bristol  he  wrote  :—"  In  this  city  are  many 
proper  men,  but  very  few  handsome  women,  and  most  of 
them  ill-bred  ;  being  generally,  men  and  women,  very 
j)roud,  not  affable  to  strangers,  but  rather  much  admiring 
themselves ;  so  that  an  ordinary  fellow  who  is  but  a 
freeman  of  Bristol,  conceits  himself  to  be  as  grave  as  a 
senator  of  Rome,  and  very  sparing  of  his  hat,  insomuch 
that  their  preachers  have  told  them  of  it  in  the  pulpit.  i 
They  use  in  the  city  most  sleds  to  carry  their  goods,  and 
the  drivers  such  rude  people  that  they  will  have  their 
horses  upon  a  stranger's  back  before  he  be  aware.''  Mr, 
Rawdon  stayed  about  five  weeks  in  the  district  owing  to 
the  Plague  raging  in  London,  and  must  have  been  a  person 
of  some  reputation,  as  he  was  entertained  by  tlie  Sheriffs, 
the  Collector  of  Customs,  and  several  "gentlemen  and 
merchants  of  quality."  Before  leaving,  he  gave  a  parting  ^ 
feast  to  all  his  friends  at  the  then  noted  Star  tavern. 

A  letter  from  th(i  Privy  (Vuncil  to  the  JMayor  and 
Aldermen,  dated  February ^Hth,  KKiO,  announced  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  outbreak  of  war  with  France,  the 
Government  required  powerful  and  speedy  supplies  of 
seamen.  The  justices  were  therefore  directed  to  procure 
the  names  and  addresses  of  every  sailor,  and  of  every  able 
man  that  had  formerly  gone  to  sea,  and  to  deliver  such 
lists  to  the  Press  Masters,  to  the  end  that  on  those  officers 
leaving  a  shilling  at  the  house  of  an  absent  seaman,  the 
man  should  be  deemed  impressed,  and  compelled  to  serve. 
Any  one  absenting  himself  on  his  return  home  was  to  be 
sent  to  prison.  Another  royal  mandate  Avas  issued  on 
February  14th,  setting  forth  that  the  Parliament  in  voting 
a  supply  had  permitted  the  raising  of  part  of  the  money  by 
way  of'loans,  a  course  which  the  King  now  recommended 
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to  the  Mayor,  asking  him  to  promote  subscriptions,  which 
should  be  repaid.  The  Council  appointed  a  committee  to 
further  this  service.  Its  proceedings  are  not  recorded,  but 
references  to  the  matter  in  the  corporate  books  show  that 
the  bulk,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  money  collected  was  not 
raised  by  voluutar}^  subscriptions,  but  was  levied  by  forced 
rates  upon  all  the  householders.  The  sum  demanded  was 
£'2C)0  monthly,  and  was  exacted  for  three  years.  Of  this 
amount,  omitting  shillings  and  pence,  St.  Nicholas's  parish 
contributed  £3(J ;  St.  Thomas'  £-2(),  St.  Stephen's  and  St. 
James'  £14  eacli,  and  the  other  parishes  smaller  amounts, 
the  least  being  St.  E wen's  and  St.  Philip's  which  each  paid 
£3  a  month.  The  burden,  coming  as  an  addition  to  the 
rates  for  relieving  the  poor  and  the  Plague-stricken,  was 
so  onerous  that  many  inhabitants  sought  to  evade  it  by 
removing  into  the  country ;  but  the  Council  promptly 
announced,  through  the  bellman,  that  no  one  should  be 
allowed  to  depart  without  giving  security  for  the  payment 
of  the  imposts. 

The  yearly  proclamations  of  the  Protectorate  Govern- 
ment prohibiting  the  culture  of  tobacco  in  the  AVest  of 
England  continued  to  be  issued  after  the  Restoration,  but 
as  before  were  ineffectual.  In  March  the  Privy  Council,  in 
a  letter  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Gloucestershire,  stated 
that,  from  information  received,  the  quantity  of  the  root 
then  growing  in  the  county  was  greater  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  that  some  of  the  cultivators,  in  resisting 
the  King's  officers,  had  declared  the}^  would  rather  lose 
their  lives  than  obey  the  law.  The  Lord-Lieutenant  was 
ordered  to  make  use  of  tlie  militia  to  reduce  the  mutineers, 
and  ^\•as  [)romised  tlu^  assistance^  of  a  troop  of  cavalry.  A 
des])atch  was  sent  on  the  same  day  to  the  judges  of  assize 
at  Gloucester,  urging  them  to  see  the  law  put  in  execution, 
and  to  censure  the  local  magistrates  for  their  remissness. 
As  the  Council  issued  similar  orders  in  the  following  year, 
it  is  clear  that  the  cultivation  was  still  unchecked,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  Bristol  merchants  interested  in  the 
American  trade,  who  naturally  disliked  home  competition. 
In  the  State  Papers  of  August,  16G7,  is  a  representation  to 
the  Government  from  local  firms  respecting  this  grievance, 
pointing  out  imperfections  in  the  Act  prohibiting  domestic 
culture.  The  plant,  it  was  alleged,  was  grown  throughout 
'Gloucestershire,  even  on  the  estates  of  magistrates,  whose 
interest  forbade  them  to  interfere,  as  they  received  half  the 
profits  in  the  shape  of  rent.     Probably  in  response  to  this 
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appeal  for  more  vigorous  measures,  a  considerable  bod}'"  of 
the  King's  guards  was  sent  down  to  assist  in  tlie  destruction 
of  the  plantations. 

On  April  3rd,  the  Common  Council,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Harvy,  stone-cutter,  who  offered  to  present  the  city 
with  a  statue  of  the  King,  admitted  him  as  a  freeman, 
])rovided  he  gave  a  bond  "  not  to  pajait  any  work  but 
his  own  proper  work,"  from  which  it  miglit  be  inferred 
that  he  was  really  a  painter.  The  Chamberlain  subse- 
quently paid  £1  for  erecting  the  figure  in  the  Tolzey,  and 
£2  5s.  for  "work  done  about  it."  In  course  of  time,  Mr. 
Harvy  repented  of  his  generosity,  for  in  June,  1(!(!8,  upon 
his  petitio]!,  the  Council  ordered  £15  to  be  paid  to  him 
"  for  the  King's  effigies."  This  poor  piece  of  statuarj^, 
which  one  of  the  King's  mistresses  is  said  to  have  con- 
demned as  "  more  like  a  great  clumsy  porter  "  than  His 
Majesty,  is  still  preserved  in  the  Guiklhall. 

Amongst  the  State  Papers  in  May  is  an  account  of  the^ 
time  spent  in  carrying  the  mails  on  the  chief  routes, 
throughout  the  countr3^  Although  the  speed  fixed  by  the 
Government  for  the  post-bo^'s  was  seven  miles  an  hour  in 
the  summer  months,  the  actual  rate  attained  on  the- 
Bristol,  Chester  and  York  roads  was  only  four  miles,  and 
was  half  a  mile  less  on  the  Gloucester  and  Plymoutli  routes. 
An  appended  note  states  that  a  man  spent  seventeen  or- 
eighteen  hours  in  riding  from  Winchester  to  Southampton  ! 
In  December,  Lord  Arlington  complained  to  the  postal 
authorities  tliat  the  King's  letters  from  Bristol  and  other 
towns  were  delayed  from  tej\  to  fourteen  hours  beyond  the 
proper  time,  and  ordert'd  that  the  postmasters  should  be 
threatened  Avith  dismissal  unless  they  reformed.  No  im- 
|)rovement,  however,  was  effected  for  more  tlian  half  a 
century. 

Francis  Ba3die,  the  builder  of  the  frigate  St.  Patrick, 
succeeded  in  launching  the  ship  from  the  Marsh  earl}''  in 
May.  Some  rejoicing  took  place  on  the  occasion,  the  Cor- 
poration inviting  many  of  the  country  gentry  to  witness 
the  spectacle,  and  liberall}'-  entertained  them.  (The  frigate 
was  taken  in  the  following  January  by  two  Dutcli 
privateers.)  The  St.  David  frigate,  of  0-1  guns,  built  at 
Lydney,  ought  to  have  been  finislied  about  the  same  time, 
but  the  builder  could  obtain  neitlier  money  nor  materials 
from  the  Government,  and  complained  that  tlie  keel  would 
be  rotten  before  the  ship  was  completed.  She  was,  how- 
ever, launched  in  the  following   year,    and   was   brought 


1000]  IX  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY.  3-il 

•down  to  Kingroad  to  be  fitted,  but  lay  long  mifirislied,  the 
workmen  vainly  clamouring  for  wages.  The  builder 
informed  the  Admiralty  in  Jul}^  that  he  was  unable  to 
relieve  the  distress  of  his  family,  whilst  the  poor  ship- 
wrights were  being  daily  thrown  into  prison  for  debt,  and 
i'veryone  was  U])on  him  for  money,  IIpAvards  of  600  sailors 
were  impressed  in  Bristol  to  man  this  and  other  vessels. 

A  piece  of  sharp  practice  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation 
of  Bath  came  to  the  ears  of  the  Bristol  authorities  in  June, 
although,  singularly  enough,  the  only  reference  to  the 
matter  has  been  found  in  the  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council. 
On  June  27th  their  lordships  received  a  ])etition  from  the 
Corporation,  stating  that  they  had  received  information 
that  the  civic  body  at  Bath  had  secretly  instigated  "some 
few  clothiers  "  to  memorialise  the  King,  praying  for  the 
removal  for  the  present  year  of  8t.  James's  fair  from 
Bristol  to  Bath,  alleging  the  j)revalence  of  Plague  in  the 
former  city.  This  assertion  was  stigmatised  as  false,  no 
fresh  case  of  the  disease  having  occ-urred  for  ten  days, 
while  none  were  suffering  from  it  except  those  immured  in 
a  remote  Pest  House.  A  number  of  other  reasons  were 
adduced  against  any  interference  with  ancient  privileges, 
and  the  Privy  Council  at  once  gave  orders  that  the  fair 
should  be  held  at  the  usual  place. 

After  an  interval  of  inactivity,  the  Common  Council  in 
September  began  a  new  crusade  against  the  "  foreigners  " 
carrying  on  trade  within  the  city.  A  stranger  who  had 
ventured  to  open  a  shop  in  Castle  Street  was  ordered  to 
pay  £5  "  for  his  contempt,"  but  the  money  was  never 
recovered.  An  ordinance  was  also  i^ilminated  against  all 
intcvlnping  prrsDiis  cai'rying  on  arts  and  trades,  setting 
forth  (.hat  divers  ])orsous  ly  subtle  and  sinistc^'r  means 
were  "  defrauding  the  charters,"  to  the  great  hurt  of  the 
freemen,  and  ordaining  that  after  ]\[ichaelmas  Day  no  such 
intruders  should  offer  or  sell  any  Avares  whatsoever,  or  use 
any  art,  trade  or  liandicraft  in  any  house  or  shop,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  £20  for  each  offence,  one  third  of  which  was 
to  be  given  to  the  informer.  Persons  liringing  in  victuals, 
or  selling  fire-wood  in  St.  Thomas's  Market,  were  alone 
exempted  from  the  decree.  In  February,  lOOT,  the  magis- 
trates, acting  upon  an  older  ordinance,  Avhich  the  Merchants' 
Society  had  urgently  prayed  the  Council  to  jmt  in  execu- 
tion, took  vigorous  action.  A  ship  belonging  to  strangers 
(probably  London  men)  liad  brought  in  a  cargo  of  sugar 
and  molasses,  some  of  which,  instead  of  being  carried  to  the 
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Back  Hall,  according  to  local  law,  liad  been  sold  by  a 
Londoner  and  put  on  board  a  Swansea  vessel.  The  justices, 
deciding  that  these  goods  were  "foreign  bought  and  foreign 
sold,"  ordered  the  Sheriffs  to  seize  them  forthwith,  and  to 
defend  any  action  brought  for  tlieir  recovery  at  the  expense 
of  the  city. 

A  great  panic  occurred  at  the  Council  House  in  Septem- 
ber, through  the  outbreak  of  a  fire  in  the  adjoining  house, 
standing  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Corn  Streets.  The 
Chamberlain  munificently  distributed  half  a  crown  amongst 
"  those  that  did  help  me  down  with  the  books  and  boxes  out 
of  my  office,"  and  bestowed  twenty  shillings'  worth  of 
liquor  upon  some  "  that  took  extraordinary  pains  to  quench 
the  fire,"  which  fortunately  rlid  little  damage. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Counci]  in  November,  it  was 
announced  that  Sir  Henry  Creswick,  who  had  sued  the  Cor- 
])oration,  and  obtained  judgment,  for  money  advanced  by 
him,  apparently  many  yeais  before,  had  distrained  upon 
several  citizens  to  recover  his  claim.  The  Chamber,  whicJi 
seems  to  have  made  no  defence  to  the  action,  now  projtosed 
that  the  matter  should  be  settled  by  arbitration,  to  which 
Creswick  consented,  and  William  Colston  and  Isaac  IMorgan 
were  appointed  arbitrators.  From  some  unexplained  cause 
this  arrangement  broke  down,  and  three  months  later  Cres- 
wick obtained  a  decree  in  Chancery  for  the  ]iayment  of  | 
£lo4  and  costs.  A  new  reference  to  umpires  followed,  and  fi 
the  Corporation  finally  ])aid  £1()0  in  full  of  all  demands.                  ;'| 

Disaffection    was    still    very    prevalent    in   the  "West  of  -^ 

England,  and  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  Bristol  and 
Svuncrset  was  especially  disquieting  to  the  (^ourt.  In  the 
State  Papers  is  a.  letter  wvitten  by  Iviclianl  Dutton,  an  old 
Cavalier,  to  Colonel  Pigott,  rei)orting  tlkt  on  December 
4th  a  part}^  of  horse  had  marched  towards  Bristol,  through 
tlie  toAvn  where  he  lived,  two  miles  from  the  city,  and  that 
on  the  Mayor  and  deputy-lieutenants  being  apj)rised,  the 
inns  were  searched  for  suspicious  })ersons.  He  added 
that  the  city  was  so  disaffected  that  there  were  not  sufficient 
active  honest  persons  to  make  the  search  eifectual.  He 
knew  only  of  himself  and  three  others  out  of  20,(100  in  the 
town  who  had  served  the  late  King  as  general  officers. 
The  inhabitants,  he  added,  should  not  be  left  to  do  as  they 
pleased,  without  a  good  guard  of  soldiers. 

On  January  2ord,  IGGT,  the  Privj'  Council  considered  a 
petition  of  "  Thomas  Thomas  and  all  other  booksellers  and 
paper  sellers  in  Bristol,"  stating  that  the  stoppage  of  the 
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imjwrtatioti  of  paper  from  France,  owing  to  the  war,  had 
caused  great  hindrance  to  trade,  and  praying  that  they 
might  liave  a  license  for  two  small  vessels  to  bring  paper 
from  Normandy.  Their  lordships  thought  the  request 
reasonable,  and  authorized  the  Duke  of  York  to  issue  the 
license.  Except  coarse  material  for  packing  purposes,  no 
paper  was  then  made  in  England  ;  and  in  IfJJSS  the  expe- 
dition of  the  Prince  of  Orange  brought  with  it  the  Dutch 
paper  upon  which  the  Deliverer's  proclamations  were  printed 
at  Exeter.  Thanks  to  Huguenot  emigrants,  paper  mills 
were  opened  in  this  country  in  101)0. 

An  unexampled  humiliation  to  England— the  triumphant 
entrance  of  the  Dutch  fleet  into  the  Mcdway — was  little 
calculated  to  increase  the  popularity  of  the  Government.  On 
June  17th,  1677,  the  Mayor  (Sir  Thomas  Langton),  Sir 
Henry  (Jrcswick  and  William  Colston,  addressing  Secretary 
Wilhamson,  narrated  the  steps  they  had  taken  on  learning 
of  the  disastier.  The  militia  had  been  put  in  a  good  posture, 
and  all  letters  coming  by  post  addressed  to  persons  suspected 
of  dis](i3^alty  had  been  opened,  in  the  hope  of  making  dis- 
coveries. (Jne  of  these  missives  was  enclosed.  It  was  from 
a  man  named  Mansell,  in  London,  to  Hugh  Parr}'',  merchant, 
Bristol  Castle,  and  stated  that  at  present  "  the  great  business 
must  lie  dormant.  There  is  such  a  general  exclamation 
against  two  great  men  that  it  is  not  safe  for  them  to  go 
about  the  streets."  Parry  was  examined  b}'^  the  mngistrates, 
but  nothing  could  be  extracted  from  him. 

As  it  was  notorious  that  the  calamitous  state  of  the  Navy 
was  due  to  the  proiiigate  extravagance  of  the  King,  the 
moment  was  not  a  favourable  one  for  placing  mone}'' 
unreservedly  in  his  hands.  On  July  *Hh,  however,  a  royal 
li'ttcr  was  111  id  bcfort*  thti  Commp^j^  Council,  in  which  the 
danger  of  the  country  and  the  necessity  of  defensive 
measures  were  adduced  as  reasons  which  should  inspire  all 
loyal  subjects  to  make  a  voluntary  liberal  offer  of  what  they 
could  afford,  by  way  of  loan.  A  subscription  was  opened, 
but  the  Council  disj)layed  little  enthusiasm.  Tlie  ^fayor 
and  Sir  Henry  Creswick  gave  £50  each.  Sir  John  Knight 
£I(K'),  and  live  others  contrilmted  £1(.K)  amongst  them. 
The  rest  held  aloof.  How  the  appeal  was  received  by  the 
citizens  does  not  appear. 

Several  fires  having  occurred  since  the  alarm  at  the  Tol- 
zey,  and  the  appalling  devastation  of  London  having  struck 
general  terror,  tlie  Council  were  moved  to  renew  the  often 
revived  and  always  neglected  ordinance  for  the  provision  of 
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a  plentiful  supply  of  water  buckets.  In  August,  for  better 
preservation  from  fire,  and  for  tlie  apprehension  of  dis- 
orderly persons,  it  was  resolved  tliat  the  night  Avatchmen 
should  be  discharged,  and  their  duties  imj)Osed  upon  the 
householders  personally,  by  turns.  The  resolution  had 
hardly  been  passed  before  it  was  found  to  be  unworkable. 
Early  in  September  the  old  system  was  re-established,  and 
able-bodied  householders  were  offered  the  alternative  of 
watching  in  person  or  providing  a  substitute  as  their  turn  of 
duty  came  round.  A  few  raonths  later,  it  was  discovered 
that  many  members  of  the  Council  had  ignored  the  order  for 
fire  buckets,  whereu])on  the  SAvord bearer  was  ordered  to 
make  a  general  visitation,  and  to  inform  against  defaulters. 
In  November,  1GG8,  the  Chamber  resolved  on  the  purchase 
of  another  fire  engine,  and  gave  orders  for  a  profuse  supply 
of  buckets,  it  being  determined  that  tlie  Corporation  should 
provide  70,  the  Parochial  Vestries  2(.t8,  the  Dean  and 
Oha])ter  24,  and  the  Trading  Com])anies  146,  whilst  requisi- 
tions for  several  hundreds  more  were  made  on  the  principal 
inhabitants.  As  soon  as  the  alarm  subsided,  the  resolution 
was  treated  as  so  much  waste  paper. 

A  curions  example  of  the  practice  of  kidna])ping  human 
beings  for  transportation  to  America  is  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  in  July.  The  justices 
note  that  one  Dinah  Black  had  lived  for  five  years  as  ser- 
vant to  Doroth}''  Smitli,  and  had  been  baptised,  and  wished 
to  live  under  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel ;  yet  her  mistress 
had  recently  caused  her  to  be  put  aboard  a  shij),  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  plantations.  Complaint  having  been  made, 
Black  had  been  rescued,  but  her  mistress  (who  had  douljtless 
sold  \\ov)  refused  to  tr.ke  hrr  liack  ;  and  it  was  therefore 
<irdored  that  she  should  be  free  to  earn  fjier  living  until  the 
case  was  heard  at  the  next  (piarter  sessions.  The  Sessions 
Book  has  perished.  From  tlie  peculiar  manner  in  which 
she  is  described,  it  may  be  assumed  that  Dinah  was  a  negro 
woman  ca]:)tured  on  the  African  coast,  and  had  lived  as  a 
slave  in  Bristol. 

The  malicious  disposition  of  Richard  Ellsworth  has  lieen 
noticed  in  previous  pages.  At  this  ]ieriotI  liis  evil  nature 
induced  him  to  cast  insinuations  against  the  honesty  of  Sir 
John  Knight,  who,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  his 
treatment  of  Dissenters,  enjo3''ed  a  high  reputation  for 
probity  and  capacity  as  a  man  of  business,  and  was 
frequently  employed  as  an  agent  of  the  A(lmiralt3^  Ells- 
worth's earlier  calumnies  against  Sir  John  have  been  lost, 
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but  on  July  31st  he  informed  Secretar}'-  Williamson  tliat  lie 
was  enabled  to  confirm  his  previous  hints.  If,  he  adds.  Sir 
John  holds  shares  with  the  buyers  of  the  King's  prizes, 
which  he  will  not  deny  that  he  does,  there  is  great  suspicion 
that  his  apjn-aisements  will  be  too  low.  This  is  all  he  is 
able  to  adduce  in  support  of  his  charges,  and  lie  concludes 
by  praying  that  he  be  not  named  as  the  informer,  as  that 
would  render  him  incapable  of  doing  further  service.  Tlie 
Navy  Board  appear  to  have  disregarded  the  libeller,  for 
Knight  continued  to  act  as  their  agent  both  at  Bristol  and 
Plymouth. 

Intelligence  of  a  serious  disaster  arrived  from  Virginia  in 
August.  Nine  Bristol  ships  and  nine  otlun-  English  vessels, 
together  with  a  royal  frigate,  had  been  attacked  in  the 
James  River  by  a  large  Dutch  man-of-war,  and  completely 
destroyed,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss  on  local  merchants  and 
shipowners.  A  richly  laden  fleet  from  Barbadoes  arrived 
safely  in  Kingroad  a  few  mouths  later ;  but  one  of  the 
ships,  the  Royal  Charles,  belonging  to  Bristolians,  capsized 
in  Broad  Pill,  and  all  the  cargo,  save  some  cotton  and  wool, 
was  practically  lost. 

The  possession  of  a  unique  statue  of  Charles  II.  being 
insufficient  to  satisfy  the  Council's  admiration  of  his  most 
religious  Majesty,  an  order  was  given  to  William  Starre, 
arms  painter,  for  a  suitable  portrait  to  adorn  the  .Council 
Chamber.  ]\Ir.  Starre  received  £-1  lO.s-.  in  November  for  liis 
production.  After  this  art  treasure  had  been  enjoyed  for 
seven  years,  a  house-painter  was  paid  £8  "  for  gilding  his 
Majesty's  picture,"  meaning  presumably''  the  frame.  The 
work  is  still  in  the  Council  House. 

The  iuiportant  charartor  of  BrisioT  trade  witli  Ne^yfound- 
land  and  the  Peninsula  is  shown  by  a  petition  presciited  to 
the  Priv}'-  Council  on  December  Oth  on  behalf  of  the 
Merchants'  Society  and  several  local  shipowners.  The 
])etitioiiers,  in  praying  for  the  better  protection  of  New- 
foundland against  the  French  and  Dutch  cruisers,  who 
threatened  to  destroy  their  trade,  asserted  that  the  Customs 
duties  paid  at  Bristol  on  the  wine,  oil,  and  fruit  brought  in 
from  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy,  in  exchange  for  the  fish 
they  carried  to  those  countrit\s,  amounted  to  i!40,iKin  yearly. 

A  few  days  later,  the  Privy  Council  were  called  on  to 
consider  the  griefs  of  anotlier  party  of  Bristol  merchants. 
These  applicants  stated  that  during  the  late  war  with  the 
Dutch  the  enemy -had  captured  six  of  their  ships  laden  with 
3,300  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  1()G5  and  PJGb,  Avhilo  in  1GG7 
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nine  ships,  witli  0,000  liogslieads,  had  been  taken  and  burnt 
in  the  James  Eiver  disaster.     On  all  this  tobacco  an  impost  | 

of_  2s.  M.  per  hhd.  had   been  levied   by  the  Governor  of  f 

Virginia,— professedly    for   the    erection    of    fortifications,  I 

though  no  such  works  had  been  built, — and  the  petitioners  1 

prayed  that  the  money  might  be  refunded.     The  Council 
promised  an  inquiry,   but  there  is  no  evidence  that  relief  H 

was     afforded.      In     November,     1670,    Sir    John    Knight  }( 

asserted  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  of  the  6,(X)0  tons  of  i 

shipping  possessed  by  Bristol,  one  half  was  employed  in  the  I 

importation  of  tobacco.  f, 

_  During  the  year,  the  members  of  the  Quaker  congrega-  | 

tion    worshipping   in    the     upstairs   room    in     Broadmead,  | 

mentioned  in  jjrevious  notes,  resolved  on  building  a  large  I 

meeting-house  "  on  tlie  ground."     A  difference  of  opinion  ■ 

haying  arisen  as  to  the  most  eligible  site,  the  matter  was 
decided  by  the  casting  of  lots,  and   tlie  choice    fell   upon  ;. 

Deniiis    Hollister's     projX'rt}^ — the     remains     of     the    old  ' 

Dominican  Friary.  Whilst  the  chapel  was  under  con- 
struction, the  society  made  an  agreement  with  the  ])orter 
of  Newgate,  whereby  he   was  j^aid  5.s'.  quarterly  "  for  his  '' 

pains  and  love  in  openijig  the  Gate  to  Friends  ''  attending 
service  on  Sundays.     This  ])ayment  continued  until  17(»;3.  ,' 

A  school  for  the  children  of  j)oor  members  was  established 
in  1668,  the  master's  yearly  salary  being  t^xed  at  £10.    The  ■ 

new  chapel  was  opened  in  1670,  when  the  house  in  Broad- 
mead  was  abandoned  ;  but  it  Avas  purchased  and  occu])ied 
in  1(J71  by  the  Baptists,  who  sul)sequently  erected  Broad- 
mead  Chapel  on  the  site.  Another  Quaker  meeting-house 
Avas  built  about  1670  in  Tem))lo  Street. 

The  crusade  against  "  foreigners "  Avas  still  being 
pursued.  In  Deceniber,*the  Council  Avas  informed  that  one 
Walter,  a  cook  and  freeman,  had  been  "  colouring  "  (buying 
or  selling)  strangers'  goods,  alleging  them  to  be  his  OAvn, 
Avhereon  he  Avas  at  once  disfranchised  ;  the  Chamberlain 
Avas  ordered  to  shut  doAvn  his  shop  AvindoAvs  ;  and  the  bell- 
man Avas  instructed  to  jn-oclaim  his  offence  up  and  doAvn 
the^  streets,  especially  at  his  shop  door.  On  humbly 
})etitioning  for  pardon,  he  Avas  re-admitted  a  freeman  on 
paying  a  fine  of  £15.  A  similar  case  occurred  in  the 
folloAving  year,  Avhen  the  offended  escaj)ed  banishment  by 
])aying  £5. 

An  amended  ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Carpenters'  Company,  passed  during  the  year,  shows  that  a 
marked  improvement:  had  taken  place  in  Avages  since  the 
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middle  of  the  century,  wlien  a  workman  never  received 
more  than  1.'?.  per  da}^  It  was  now  ordered  that  a  master 
carpenter  shonld  have  26\,  a  jonrneyman  or  oldest  appren- 
tice l.s'.  8cZ.,  and  a  yonnger  apprentice  Ls.  -kl.  dail3^  No 
one  was  "  to  presnme  to  give  any  greater  wages  than  as 
aforesaid,  upon  pain  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to 
law,"  which  excites  a  susi)icion  that  wages  were  still 
advancing.  The  hours  of  labour  were  fixed  at  from  5  or 
fj  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  7  at  night,  Avith  intervals 
J  for  breakfast  and  dinner.     Any  joiner  presuming  to  under- 

take carpenter's  wcirk  was  to  be  fined  lO.s-. 

Another  trade  onlinance  was  issued  b}'"  the  justices  in 
January,  1008.  It  set  forth  that  the  Company  of  Inn- 
liolders,  existing  time  out  of  mind,  obtained  from  the  Crown 
in  1(]05  a  confirmation  of  their  privileges,  whereby  certain 
houses  were  declared  to  be  inns  and  ostrys,  and  no  others 
were  permitted.  But  there  Ijeing  a  house  outside  Temple 
Gate  called  the  George,  commodious  for  men  and  horses, 
and  trade  to  and  from  the  city  having  iiicreased,  it  was 
ordered,  at  the  request  of  the  Company,  that  the  house 
should  be  allowed  as  an  inn  or  ostry,  provided  the  occupier 
were  a  freeman,  and  the  Comj^any  gave  sureties  for  his 
pa^anent  of  the  customar}^  duties. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  a  ]:)air  of  stocks  Avas 
maintained  in  eveiy  parish  for  the  ])unishment  of.  drunkards 
and  others.  In  conee(][uence  of  complaints,  the  magistrates, 
in  March,  issued  peremptory  orders  to  the  vestries  of  St. 
Steplien's  and  8t.  Peter's  for  the  reparation  of  these  terrors 
to  evil-doers. 

The  Council,  in  April,  dealt  shar})ly  with  one  John 
"Wathers,  apothecary,  who,  although  entitled  t(j  the  free- 
dom, had  never  taken  the  datli  of  a  burgess,'  and  had 
unlawfully  kept  open  shop  for  twelve  years.  For  this 
enormity  he  was  fined  £2(1,  and  his  shoj)  was  ordered  to  be 
shut  up  until  he  paid  the  money.  A  man  who  had  served 
eight  years'  apprenticeship  to  AVathers,  and  was  ignorant 
of  his  iiTegularity,  was  denied  the  freedom  until  he  ])aid  a 
fine  of  £").  At  the  same  meetino-  a  Councillor  named 
Ilaynes  was  released  ivoni  the  Chamber  and  freed  from 
holding  any  office,  on  paj^ment  of  £100. 

In  the  State  Pa])ers  of  April  is  a  ])roposal  made  to  the 
Government  by  Richarrl  Ellsworth,  offering  to  prosecute  a 
Bill  in  Parliament  for  sup])ressing  deceits  in  the  making  of 
cloth,  as  petitioned  for,  he  alleged,  hy  the  merchants  of 
Bristol.     In  compensation  for  this   service,    in   promoting 
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Avhicli,  lie  asserted,  lie  had  travelled  (XKJ  miles  and  spent  a 
year's  labour,  lie  modestly  requested  the  gift  of  three  blank 
warrants  for  the  creation  of  baronetcies,  to  be  sold  at  his 
discretion.  His  proposal  was  not  entertained.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  his  repeated  journeys  to  London  were  due  to  his 
being  engaged  as  agent  by  the  Merchant  Venturers  in  their 
suit  for  a  new  charter,  for  which  he  was  no  doubt  bounti- 
fully rewarded  by  his  employers.  He  renewed  his  applica- 
tion to  the  Ministiy  in  IGTO,  but  Avas  again  rebuffed. 
Peliaps  to  silence  him,  he  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood. 

An  interesting  item  occurs  in  tlie  Chamberlain's  accounts 
in  May : — "  Paid  Thomas  Chatterton,  mason,  for  work  done 
about  E-edcliff"  horse-pool  [in  the  moat,  near  Redcliff  Gate], 
£5  5.V.  8d.  AVilliam  and  John,  sons  of  Thomas,  were 
admitted  freemen  in  1081.  Both  of  them  were  masons, 
and  AVilliam  was  occasionally  employed  b}''  the  Corporation. 
John  is  probably  the  man  who  was  sexton  of  liedclifF 
CJiurch  in  17.'34,  and  if  so  was  grandfather  of  the  jwet. 

On  June  IBtli,  the  quaint  diarist,  Samuel  Pepys,  then  on 
ii  tour  in  the  AVest  of  England  with  his  wife  and  retinue, 
paid  a  brief  visit  to  the  city,  hiring  a  coach  for  the  purpose 
at  Bath  to  save  his  horses.  He  was  set  down  at  the  Horse 
Shoe,  a  posting  house,  where  he  was  "trimmed"  by  a 
handsome  barber  for  2.s'.  and  then  repaired  to  the  Sun  inn. 
"  The  city,"  he  notes,  "  is  in  every  respect  another  London, 
that  one  can  hardly  know  it  to  stand  in  the  countiy.  No 
carts,  it  standing  generally  on  vaults,  only  dog  carts  " — 
at  Avhich  he  marvelled.  From  the  C[uay,  which  he  des- 
sci'ibed  as  "  a  most  hirgo  and  noble  phico,"  he  proceeded  to 
inspect  the  line  man-of-war  then  being  bu,ilt  by  Bardie  in 
the  Afarsh.  Before  his  return,  Mrs.  Pepys'  too  prett}''  maid, 
AVillett,  otherwise  "Deb,"  a  Bristol  girl,  had  sought  out  her 
uncle  Butt,  whom  Pepys  found  to  be  "  a  sober  merchant, 
very  good  company,  and  so  like  one  of  our  soljer.  wealthy 
London  merchants  as  pleased  me  mightily."  Mr.  Butt 
took  tlie  visitors  to  his  "  substantial  good  house,  well 
furnished,"  and  after  Deb  had  been  j(yfu]ly  welcomed  by 
lier  family,  the  host  "  gave  us  g()od  entertainment  of 
strawberries,  a  whole  venison  pasty,  and  plenty  of  brave 
wine  and  above  all  Bristol  milk."  After  a  little  more 
sight-seeing,  the  party  returned  to  Bath  by  moonlight,  tlie 
badness  of  the  road  being  noted  both  in  coming  and  going. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  in  tlie  early  years  of 
the  century  the  Corporation  were  accustomed    to   bestow 
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gratuities  on  travelling  companies  of  players  for  the  enter- 
tainments they  afforded.  The  position  had  become  singu- 
larly inverted  in  ICGS,  when  the  authorities,  instead  of 
rewarding  the  visitors,  demanded  money  for  allowing  them 
to  perform.  In  July,  a  man  named  Devottee  was  "  per- 
mitted to  show  his  play  at  the  fair  on  paying  5(\>f.,"  and 
one  Cosley  had  leave  '•  to  dance  upon  the  ropes,  paying  4:06\" 

On  learning  that  Lord  Arlington,  Secretary  of  State,  was 
about  to  visit  Bath,  the  Council  resolved,  in  July,  to  make 
him  a  present  "  in  acknowledgment  of  his  services  to  the 
city."  The  gift  consisted  of  tliree  hogsheads  of  wine — 
sack,  claret,  and  French  Avliite  wine — the  cost  of  which 
was  £o*J.  The  Chamberlain  and  two  others  escorted  the 
consignment  to  Bath,  laying  out  (js.  for  the  hire  of  three 
horses,  and  '23.s-.  for  the  use  of  a  waggon. 

The  ship  of  war  Edgar,  of  nearly  1,100  tons  burden,  and 
pierced  for  70  guns,  was  launched  on  July  29th,  from 
Baylie's  yard  in  the  Marsh.  The  size  of  the  vessel  greatly 
exceeded  that  of  any  jDreviously  Imilt  in  Bristol,  and  the 
ceremony,  which  took  place  in  the  presence  of  the  members 
of  the  Corporation,  is  said  to  have  attracted  upwards  of 
20,0(.K)  spectators,  many  of  whom  wore  attending  the  great 
fair. 

.Early  in  Sejjtember,  the  civic  magnates  were  thrown 
into  some  consternation  by  the  unforeseen  arrival,  from 
Bath,  of  the  Duchess  of  Monmouth,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished personages  at  Court.  Being  unprepared  to  give 
her  a  fitting  reception,  the  authorities  hurriedl}'-  provided 
lu'r  grace  with  a  "banquet  tif  s^^■(>etml\lts  "  and  abtnit  80 
gaUtms  of  wine,  the  ft»rmer  costing  £9  lo.v.  fv/.,  and  the 
latter  £20.  Part  of  this  feast  Avas  laid  out  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Hurne,  vintner,  on  St.  Michael's  Hill,  where  the  ]\rayor 
offered  his  respects  ;  and  a  second  entertainment  took  place 
at  Mr.  Streamer's  residence  in  Corn  Street,  where  the 
Mayoress  was  in  attendance.  The  Duchess  having  had 
her  frolic,  the  civic  dignitaries  gravely  escorted  her  as  far 
as  Castle  Street,  and  thankfully  l)ade  her  farewell. 

Two  remarkable  funerals  took  place  during  the  autumn. 
On  October  Gth,  the  bod}'-  of  Sir  Henry  Creswick  was  interred 
in  St.  Werburgh's  Cliurch  witli  g]-eat  ceremon}',  tlie  pall 
being  supported  by  six  knights-^an  unexampled  occurrence. 
Pompous  funerals  were  at  this  period  always  held  at  night, 
A  month  later.  Captain  George  Bishop,  one  of  the  local 
Puritan  leaders  during  the  Civil  War,  and  afterwards  a 
prominent   (Quaker,  was   buried  in  the  Friends'  Cemetery 
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at  Redcliff  Pit.  A  correspondent  acquainted  Secretary 
AVilliamson  that  the  attendance  was  greater  than  he  had 
ever  seen  at  a  funeral,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  occasion 
was  seized  by  Nonconformists  to  demonstrate  tlieir  strength 
in  despite  of  persecution. 

How  imperfectly  the  civic  minute-book  was  often  kept 
is  illustrated  by  an  entry  in  March,  1669.  Orders  must  have 
been  given  at  some  previous  meeting  for  the  recovery  of 
fines  due  from  members  for  non-attendance,  for  the  minute 
states  that  distraints  were  then  proceeding  against  "  many  " 
gentlemen,  and  that  further  fines  had  been  incurred,  and  a 
few  paid.  It  was  resolved  that,  '■  in  hopes  of  better  con- 
formit}'-  for  the  future,"  the  distresses  should  be  withdrawn, 
the  fines  forgiven,  and  those  paid  refunded.  The  only 
mention  of  such  fines  for  several  previous  years  is  a  record 
of  6.S'.  8d.  im])0sed  on,  and  paid  by.  Alderman  Hicks,  who 
once  left  the  Chamber  in  a  passion  without  leave,  and  came 
back  again  in  a  cloak  instead  of  his  gown. 

The  Government,  in  July,  granted  a  license  to  Sir  Robert 
Cann  to  transport  fifty  horses  for  service  on  his  plantations  in 
Barbadoes.  Few  negroes  having  been  shipped  to  the  West 
Indies  at  this  period,  horses,  and  still  oftener  mules,  were 
largely  employed  in  cultivation,  and  exports  of  these  animals 
are  frequently  recorded. 

In  154-1,  just  three  years  after  tlie  suppression  of  St. 
James's  Priory,  the  estates  and  monastic  buildings  of  that 
convent  were  granted  by  Henry  Vlll.  to  Henry  Brayne,  a 
London  tailor,  for  the  pitiful  consideration  of  i^()67.  Brayne, 
wlio  Avas  one  of  a  busy  gang  of  cliurch-plunder  brokers, 
vstablishetl  himself  in  Bristol,  and  converted  the  refectory, 
tlormitory,  and  other  a[)artjnents  of  the  monks  into  wluit 
was  styled  a  "capital  mansion  or  manc>r  house,"  with 
extensive  gardens  and  outbuildings,  the  premises  extending 
from  the  great  gateway  nearly  fronting  the  east  end  of 
Lewin's  Mead  to  a  pound  and  smaller  gate  at  the  east  end  of 
what  is  now  St.  James's  Barton.  In  1579,  after  the  deaths 
of  Brayne  and  his  son,  the  property,  with  the  other  priory 
estates,  was  divided  by  agreement  between  tlie  husbands  of 
his  two  daughters,  Sir  Charles  Somerset  and  Mr.  George 
AVinter ;  and  as  both  those  gentlemen  had  country  seats 
the  vast  mansion  house  was  soon  abandoned,  afterwards 
alienated,  and  greatly  altered  to  fit  it  for  trading  purposes. 
From  a  deed  in  the  Council  House  it  would  appear  that  the 
eastern  half  of  the  premises,  apportioned  to  Somerset,  had 
come  into  the  possession  of  Henry  Hobson,  a  wealthy  inn- 
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keeper  (Mayor  in  1G32),  previous  to  1G37,  wlientlie  "  barton  " 
was  still  really  a  farmyard,  and  Stokes  Croft  was  a  pasture. 
At  what  date  Winter  disposed  of  the  western  moiety,  com- 
prising the  state  rooms  of  the  mansion,  has  not  been  dis- 
covered ;  but  in  ](]6(i  it  belonged  to  William  Davis,  a  Bristol 
merchant,  and  John  Teague,  of  London,  who  then  sold  it  to 
Thomas  Ellis,  another  local  merchant.  Like  two  other 
imposing  dwellings  in  the  city — the  Great  House  in  St. 
Augustine's  and  the  mansion  behind  St.  Peter's  Church — 
Brayne's  place  had  already  been  converted  into  a  sugar 
refinery,  and  was  let  on  lease  at  £1)0  per  annum.  A  deed 
of  September,  1669,  when  £800  were  borrowed  by  Ellis  on 
mortgage,  gives  a  description  of  the  estate,  which  shows  its 
great  extent  and  the  transformations  that  Jiad  been  eifected. 
Mention  is  made  of  a  messuage,  three  gardens,  an  orchard, 
a  sugar  refinery  and  warehouses,  all  held  under  the  above 
lease  ;  a  tenement  and  court  at  the  western  gate,  then  called 
Whitsun  Court ;  two  phits  culled  the  Cherr}"  Ganlen  and 
the  Liquorice  Garden,  and  a  number  uf  other  buildings,  with 
two  gardens,  occupied  Ijy  various  tenants  ;  '•  all  or  most  of 
which  premises,"  sa}- s  the  deed,  "  are  1/uilt  ui)on  part  of  the 
ground  whereon  the  mansion  h.ouse  of  St.  James  formerly 
stood."  In  l(j60,  Hobson's  grandson  raisetl  a  mortgage  on 
that  part  of  Brayne's  dwelling  once  jiossessed  by  Somersi^t, 
and  this  deed  speaks  of  the  great  ])arlour,  the  little  parlour, 
■and  a  number  of  chambers  and  galleries.  It  ma}''  be  addecl 
that  in  18US,  when  the  Tramways  Com])any  constructed 
■extensive  stabling  on  part  uf  the  site,  relics  of  what  were 
supposed  to  have  been  the  great  cloisters,  and  some  fragments 
of  ancient  effigies,  were  disinterred  b}--  the  workmen. 

A  royal  proclamation  commanding  magistra,'tes  to  strictly 
put  in  force  the  penal  laws  against  Dissenters  was  issued 
•during  the  autumn  of  1069,  but  a  Bristol  letter  sent  to 
Secretary  Williamson  laments  that  it  had  produced  little 
•effect.  One  of  the  obnoxious  ])reachers,  indeed,  had  been 
sent  to  gaol,  but  he  preached  through  the  grating  at  New- 
gate, and  large  crowds  fiocked  to  hear  him.  George  Fox 
was  again  in  Bristol  at  this  time,  and  was  married  at  the 
Quakers'  meeting-house  on  October  18th  to  the  remarkable 
woman,  Margaret  Fell,  already  referred  to  as  exercising  a 
strange  influence  over  Charles  II. 

A  victory  of  the  Bristol  merchants  over  the  Levant  Com- 
pany, in  reference  to  the  dried  fruit  trade,  was  recorded  at 
page  332.  The  Privy  Council  books  show,  however,  that 
the  decision  Avas  not  accepted  by  the  Company,  who  entered 
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a  caveat  against  it,  aud  threatened  further  legal  action.  In 
the  State  Papers  for  October,  KdG'J,  is  a  report  of  a  Govern- 
ment committee  on  the  renewed  dispute  between  the  two 
parties,  the  Londoners  having  complained  that  Bristolians 
were  violating  the  exclusive  rights  of  trading  conferred  on 
the  Levant  Company  by  charter.  No  clonbt  through  a 
secret  understanding,  another  London  confederacy,  the 
Hamburg  Company,  raised  a  simultaneous  lament  over  the 
intrusions  of  Bristol  merchants  into  the  trade  with  northern 
Germany — a  happy  hunting-ground  which  the  complainants 
alleged  to  be  exclusively  their  own.  As  was  usual  in  those 
days,  both  bodies  of  monopolists  asserted  that  they  would  be 
ruined  if  their  rights  were  ignored.  Oddly  enough,  how- 
ever, both  the  corporations  offered  to  admit  Bristolians  into 
their  companies,  the  Hamburg  clique  on  payment  of  20 
marks  and  those  of  the  Levant  on  the  receipt  of  £25  a  head. 
The  Privy  Council  held  numerous  meetings  to  consider  the 
subject,  and  probably  there  was  much  secret  negotiating  at 
Court.  At  h-ngth  the  Merchant  Venturers  insisted  on  the 
right  of  freedom  of  trade  conferred  on  them  by  Edward  VI., 
and  the  Levant  Company  were  compelled  to  Avithdraw  their 
pretensions,  a  course  which  was  doubtless  followed  by  the 
Handnirg  Company,  for  tlieir  claims  wore  never  revived. 

An  interesting  ceremony  took  place  in  September.    Down 
to    this   date   the  thoroughfare  now  known  as  Christmas  .j,, 

Steps  was  merely  a  break-neck  footpath,  very  perilous  to  '31 

passengers  in  winter  weather  and  dark  nights.  The  im- 
provement of  the  track  had  been  undertaken  early  in  the 
year  by  the  directicms  and  at  the  expense  of  Jonathan 
Blackwcll,  !i,  woidthy  vintner,  wlio,  as  already  noted,  had 
removed  to  the  i-ity  of  London,  of  whi(dv,  he  was  now  an 
Alderman.  A  calendar  in.  the  Ct)uucil  House  describes  the 
alterations  made  by  his  orders: — "Going  up,  there  is  steps, 
on  the  last  of  which  there  is  a  turned  stjde,  or  whirligig, 
over  which  there  is  a  lantern  ;  then  about  1(K)  feet  jDitched  ; 
and  then  steps,  with  a  court  with  six  seats  on  each  side ; 
and  then  steps  and  a  turnstyle  like  the  former  "  :  a  state- 
ment Avhich  disposes  of  the  fable  about  the  "sedilia"  having 
been  constructed  as  begging  stations  for  the  mendicant 
Friars.  The  new  thoroughfare  was  opened  by  the  Mayor 
and  the  members  of  the  Corporation,  who  went  in  solemn 
])rocession  for  tlie  purpose,  and  the  place  was  called  Queen 
Street,  perhaps  at  Blackwell's  request.  The  position  of  thw 
"  sedilia"  has  been  twice  greatly  altered  during  the  present 
centur3\ 
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At  tlie  quarter  sessions  in  October,  the  grand  jury  drew 
up  a  very  lengtliy  presentment  on  local  grievances,  throw- 
ing some  light  on  the  then  existing  state  of  society. 
Amongst  the  diversified  evils  demanding  a  remedy,  much 
was  said  of  the  "horrid  impiety  "  of  Sabbath  profanation,  of 
the  prevailing  gross  immorality,  of  the  frauds  of  traders  in 
using  unjust  weights  and  measures,  of  the  extortions  of  the 
Mayor's  and  Sheriffs'  olficers,  of  the  unruliness  and  reckless- 
ness of  hauliers,  of  the  filth  that  many  householders  allowed 
to  accumulate  at  their  doors,  o+'  the  darkness  and  dangers  of 
the  streets  by  night,  of  the  Cor])oration's  shortcomings  in 
dealing  with  cliarity  funds  and  neglectful  tri'atment  of 
nuisances  both  in  the  city  and  the  harbour,  of  the  rudeness 
and  exactions  of  porters,  of  the  excessive  number  of  alehouses, 
and  of  tJie  abuses  committed  in  many  inns  and  victualling 
houses.  But  tlu^  jury  were  especially  eloquent  on  the  loss 
and  injury  suffered  by  fi'eemen  from  the  dealings  of  "  one 
foreigner  with  another"  in  the  city,  in  defiance  of  law. 
The  only  action  taken  by  the  authorities  on  any  of  these 
subjects  ap])ears  in  a  minute  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  in 
December,  forbidding  a  man  from  exercising  the  art  of  a 
worsted  comber,  and  from  employing  non-freemen  in  that 
trade.  .  The  Council  soon  aftei-wards  forbade  porters  and 
ha.uliers  from  moving  the  goods  of  fcneigners  except  to  or 
from  the  Back  Hall,  and  the  shops  of  one  or  two  strangers 
were  pej'cmptorily  ordered  to*  be  ''shut  down." 

The  Shrove-tide  gambols  of  the  ^^ouths  of  the  city  have 
not  been  mentioned  since  tliey  were  turned  to  account  by 
the  Ito^'alists  in  1  (!(!().  ]^iblic  opinion  had  somewhat 
changed  in  the  meantime,  and  juveniK*  disorders  were  no 
longer  a[)])lauded.  A  Government  ageiit,  writing  to 
Secretary  Williamson  on  February  liJth,  1670,  says: — "'The 
apprentices  of  Bristol  took  more  than  ordinary  liberty  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  at  night  met  together  with  staves  and 
clubs,  intending  to  fight,  but  were  ]ire vented  by  the  Mayor, 
who  persuaded  them  to  depart.  He  prevailed  with  most, 
but  some,  being  abusive,  were  sent  to  gaol,  which  aroused 
some  resentment  ;  and  about  50  or  60  were  up  on  "Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  nights,  threatening  to  force  the  others' 
freedom ;  but  Sir  Robert  [Yeamans]  and  some  officers 
dispersed  them.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  great  vigilance, 
mischief  would  have  been  done."  More  serious  s^anptoms 
of  discontent  Avill  be  mentioned  presently. 

The  first  foreshadoAving  of  what  was  to  be  eventually 
known  as  Queen  Square  appears  in  the  following  minute  of 

A  A 
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a  Council  meeting  in  March: — "Towards  discharging  the 
heavy  debts  of  the  Corporation,  ordered  that  tlie  Mayor  and 
Surveyors  view  the  void  ground  in  the  Marsh,  and  consider 
how  it  may  be  leased  in  plots  for  the  uniform  building  of 
houses  by  persons  willing  to  accept  leases  of  the  same  for 
five  lives.  Reserved  rent,  12d.  per  foot  at  the  least  for  the 
frontage."  For  some  unexplained  cause,  the  project  way 
suffered  to  sleep  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  office  of  Haven  Master  Avas  created  at  tlie  above 
meeting,  "  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  harbour  and 
the  prevention  of  almses  daily  committed  there."  John 
Jones  was  elected  to  the  post,  with  a  salary  of  £20  a  year. 

The  Government,  dissatisfied  with  the  working  of  the 
ConventicJe  Acts,  procured  tlie  passing,  in  1670,  of  a  still 
more  drastic  measure  for  crushing  the  Dissenters,  who,  to 
the  exceeding  wrath  of  their  enemies,  had  visibly  increased 
under  persecution.  On  JNIay  21st,  the  Mayor,  adfh*essing 
Lord  Arlington  in  a  letter  now  in  the  Record  Office, 
encloses  a  copy  of  an  anonymous  pamphlet  "  of  dangerous 
consequences,"  and  narrates  what  he  had  done  under  the 
new  statute : — "  I  have  committed  some,  and  imposed  fines, 
&c.,  and  shall  use  my  iitmost  skill  to  prosecute  the  Act; 
but  the  numerous  criminals  of  the  several  sects  seem 
f)bstinate  to  tire  out  tlio  magistracy,  as  well  as  affront  them 
by  threats,  so  that  the  face  of  things  has  a  bad  aspect. 
The  factious  party  are  more  numerous  than  the  loyal,  and 
unite,  though  of  different  persuasions,  and  seem  so  dis- 
contented that  little  less  than  rebellion  is  to  be  read  in 
their  faces."  Truly  a  remarkable  contrast  to  the  outburst 
of  enthusiasm  leu  j^ears  previously,  on  tlie  revival  of  the 
monarchy.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  even  the  Alder- 
men of  the  purified  Cor[>oration  were  no  longer  trust- 
worthy. Some  of  them  had  absented  themselves  that  day 
from  the  Tolzey  (whilst  his  worship  was  dealing  with  a 
large  troop  of  the  sectaries),  "  so  that  I  fear  they  retain 
some  of  the  leaven  of  the  bad  okl  times."  A  letter  to 
Secretary  AVilliamson  from  his  local  agent  is  to  much  the 
same  effect.  Tlie  face  of  things,  he  wrote,  looked  scurvily ; 
the  factions  were  united  and  spoke  treason  in  parables  ; 
they  scoffed  at  the  justices'  efforts  to  put  the  Acts  in  opera- 
tion, and  uttered  veiled  threats  as  to  the  danger  of  dis- 
obliging them.  Subsequent  letters  assert  that  the  parish 
constables  refused  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  on  them 
by  the  Act  (a  statement  confirmed  by  the  Ma^'^or),  and  that 
the  conventicles  were  still  being  held  as  usual.     Informers, 
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it  was  added,  were  much  needed,  so  many  stratagems  being 
used  by  the  sectaries  in  making  trap-doors  and  back  outlets 
to  their  meeting-houses  that  they  often  escaped  before  the 
officers  could  find  an  entrance.  Bishop  Ironside,  however, 
supplied  this  want  by  hiring  a  gang  of  spies,  who  attended 
the  services  in  order  to  identify  those  present.  A  London 
newsletter  of  June  1-ith  states  that  the  King  in  Council 
liad  just  given  orders  for  the  pulling  down  of  the  seats  and 
l)ulpits  in  all  the  meeting-houses  in  London,  Bristol,  and 
other  places.  This  process  not  sufficing  to  drive  away  the 
worshippers,  the  buildings  were  S3"stematically  broken  into 
and  the  hearers  carried  to  })rison.  Finally  the  magistrates 
Jocked  up  the  chapels,  and  suri'ounded  tliem  by  the  trained 
bands,  forcing  the  fiongregatious  to  gather  in  suburban 
lanes  and  fields.  AVilliamson's  informant  wrote  in  Septem- 
ber that  many  distresses  had  Iteen  levied  on  the  furniture 
of  tlio  fanatics,  but  nobody  would  buy  the  goods  distrained. 
On  September  14th  the  King  in  Council  was  informed  that 
on  Sunday,  the  4th,  the  Quakers,  who  had  met  in  the  street 
since  their  meeting-house  was  seized  for  the  King,  had 
boldly  gone  to  the  building  and  l)roken  open  the  doors 
four  times,  for  which  sixteen  of  them  liad  been  sent  to  gaol 
by  the  magistrates.  The  justices,  however,  stated  that 
they  were  unable  to  suppress  the  sect  owing  to  their  tricks 
iind  rural  gatherings.  The  Privy  Council  desired  the 
Recorder  to  inquire  and  report,  apparently  without  result. 

It  is  evident  that  these  proceedings,  however  they  might 
be  applauded  by  extreme  partisans,  gave  great  offence  to 
moderate-minded  citizens.  As  if  to  show  disa})proval  of 
Sir  Ilolnu't  Yeanians'  eonduct  as  chief  nni^istrate,  the 
Council,  in  September,  passing  over  an  Alderman  who  in 
the  ordinary  course  would  have  succeeded  to  the  civic 
chair,  and  also  two  of  his  colleagues  next  in  seniority, 
elected  as  Mayor  Mr.  John  Knight,  the  sugar-refiner, 
whose  sympathy  with  the  persecuted  sects  has  been 
already  recorded.  The  choice  of  the  Chamber  threw  Sir 
John  Knight  into  transports  of  indignation.  In  a  letter  to 
Secretary  AYilliamson,  he  angrily  urged  that  the  King 
should  order  the  election  to  be  annulled,  and  begged  that  a 
mandate  to  that  effect  should  be  sent  down  before  Michael- 
mas Day,  otherwise  "the  person "  elected  would  be  sworn 
in.  This  letter,  which  is  among  the  State  Papers,  is  a  mild 
affair  compared  with  a  furious  tirade  which  was  addressed 
to  the  Privy  Council,  in  which.  Sir  John  denounced  his 
cousin,    the    Mayor,    and    the    majority   of    the   Common 
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Council    as    "  fanatics  "—that    is,     Dissenters.     Even    Sir 
Robert  Yeamans  was  included  in  the  wrathful  indictment. 
The  latter  had  been  requested,  before  the  voting  took  place, 
to  read  the  King's  former  directions  for  the  selection  of  an 
Alderman  as  Mayor,  but  he  had  refused  to  do  so,  and  thus 
the  sugar-refiner   had  been  chosen  by  a  majority  of  two. 
The  Privy  Council  on  September  20th  lent  a  ready  ear  to 
these  allegations. _    Lord  Arlington  was  directed  to  send  a 
demand  in  the  King's  name  for  an  immediate  convocation' 
of  the  civic  body  and  the  election  to  the  chair  of  one  of  the 
Aldermen.     The   Common   Council,    however,    showed    un- 
exampled spirit  by  ignoring  tlie  royal  behests.     No  second 
election  took  place,  and  Mr.  Knight  was  duly  sworn  in  as 
Mayor  on  September  20th.     ]\roreover,  on  October  4th,  at  a 
special    meeting,    tlie    Chamber   directed    the    Mayor   and 
Aldermen  to  draw  up  a  memorial  to  the  King,  setting  forth 
the    facts,    and    j)raying   for   a   gracious    interpretation   of 
what    had    been   done.     Their   worships    were    further   in- 
structed to  select  fit  persons  to  present  the  petition,  and  to 
"  make  answer  in  defence  of  the  privileges  of  the  city  "—a 
covert  protest   against    regal   dictation    which    must    have 
increased  tlie  irritation  of  the  courtly  minority.     The  firm- 
nes^  of  the  Council  was  applauded  by  the  jmbfic,  and  at  the 
following  quarter  sessions  the  grand  jury  formally  thanked 
the  bench  for  the  choice,  as  chief  magistrate,  of  a  "  worthy 
licrson,"  whose  good  services  to  both  the  King  and  the  city 
were  referred  to  in  laudatory  terms.     Sir  John  Knight  was 
not,  however,  discouraged.     Having  gone  up  to  London,  lie 
laid  fresh  charges  against   Sir  L'obert  Yeamans    and    the 
Mayor,    and    both    ihr    alleged    oirendcrs    were    summoned 
before  the  J^rivy  Council,  and,  it  is  said,  were  detained   in 
custody.     At  this  point  the  records  of  the  Privy  Council 
and  the  statements  of  local  writers  become  hopelessly  irre- 
concilable.     According   to   the    former,    Yeamans   and  Lis 
accuser  were  confronted  before  His  Majesty  on  Februar}^ 
10th,   when,    after  a  full   hearing,  His '  Majesty,  "having 
regard  to  the  good  character  he  had  received  of  Mr.  John 
Knight,  was  pleased  to  overlook  the  fault  committed  at  his 
election,  but  ordered  that  his  instructions  should  be  faith- 
fully obeyed  in  future,"  whilst  Yeamans  Avas  curtly  dis- 
missed ;    whereby  the    whole    affair   would    seem    to   have 
come  to  an  end.     But  this  was  certainly  not  the  case,  for 
nearly  a  month  later  (jMarcli  0th),  the  Mayor  being  still 
unreleased,    the    Common    Council   drcAV    up   a    "  Remon- 
strance,"   in   modern    language   a    declaration,    as     to   his. 
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■unexceptionable  qualifications  and  deportment  as  well 
before  as  since  liis  election,  especially  eulogising  liis  sober 
life,  peaceable  disposition,  sterling  loyalty,  devotion  to  tlie 
Ohurcli,  and  general  ability  and  wisdom  in  public  afTairs. 
In  despite  of  this  certificate,  which  was  presented  to  the 
King,  the  unfortunate  Mayor,  did  not  obtain  liberty  to 
<le|)art  from  London  until  the  middle  of  April,  The  affair 
naturally  caused  much  local  excitement,  and  gave  rise  to 
two  significant  demonstrations.  Sir  Robert  Yeamans,  who 
returned  to  Bristol  soon  after  his  discharge,  was  met  out- 
side Lawford's  Gate  by  22l)  gentlemen  on  horseback,  Avho 
cordially  Avelcomed  him,  and  conducted  him  to  liis  iiouse 
amidst  the  cheering  of  the  citizens.  The  long  detention  of 
tlie  ]\Iayor  evoked  still  more  general  sympathy,  and  on 
April  20th  he  was  met  in  a  simihir  manner  by  235  horse- 
men, and  had  a  joyful  jniblic  reception.  It  was  ]iow  the 
turn  of  the  accuser  to  make  a  reap])earance.  He  had  not 
been  forced,  as  a  clironicler  avers,  to  beg  the  King's  pardon 
on  his  knees  for  his  wrongful  accusations,  but  tliough  he 
still  had  many  influential  partisans,  neither  he  nor  they 
were  ])repared  to  invite  a  ])()))ular  manifestation.  Sir  John 
accordingly  arrived  in  a  private  manner  at  Lawford's  Gate, 
avoided  the  main  streets  by  taking  the  ferry  at  Temple 
Back,  and  so  slunk  to  his  neighbouring  mansion  to  digest 
his  discomfiture. 

A  singular  revival  of  ecclesiastical  pretensions  occurred 
at  this  time.  In  a  petition  to  tlie  Common  Council,  the 
•Master  and  Comj^any  of  Barl)er  Chirurgeons  complained  of 
the  ])roceediugs  taken  against  them  \>y  the  Chancellor  of 
the  diiK'i'se,  llcMiry  dunes,  for  practising  ehirurgery  witliout 
luiving  obtained  his  license,  although,  say  tli'e  petitioners, 
they  were  one  of  the  ancientust  .sub-incor})orations  in  the 
city,  and  had  never  taken  licenses  from  any  Chancellor. 
The  Council  in  September,  \(uO,  ordered  that  any  action 
talvcn  by  the  meddk\some  official  should  be  defended  hy  the 
C(n'poration.  Mr  Jones,  who  had  raised  an  obsolete  claim 
in  the  hope  of  extorting  fees,  then  beat  a  judicious  retreat. 

The  state  of  Kingswood  Chase  had  not  improved  in  the 
hands  of  Sir  Ba^nduxm  Throckmorton.  Secretary  William- 
son's local  agent  re])orted  in  September  that  several  of  the 
cottagers  had  been  indicted  "for  their  tricks  "  at  Gloucester 
sessions,  but  that,  when  the  sheriff's  officers  came  to  arrest 
them,  30()  or  40(.)  met  riotously  at  the  call  of  a  trumpet  and 
drum,  and  beat  the  officers  severely.  Tavo  days  later  he 
announced  that  the  cottagers  had  driven  out  Sir  Baynham 
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and  all  his  staff,  so  that  the  tumult  was  over.  He  then 
narrated  the  story  of  the  Chase,  much  as  it  is  given  in  a 
yn'evious  page.  The  cottages  and  coal  works,  lie  said,  had 
Leen  increased  by  the  self-styled  proprietors,  and  8(K) 
families  were  living  there  witliout  any  means  of  subsistence. 
On  the  same  day,  Sir  John  Newton,  of  Barrs  Court,  whose 
repudiation  of  his  predecessor's  undertaking  to  surrender 
two-thirds  of  his  "liberty"  has  been  already  noted,  and 
whose  personal  unscrupulousness  comes  out  in  many  docu- 
ments, wrote  to  the  Secretary  in  defence  of  the  cottagers, 
impudently  asserting  that  the  violence  had  been  all  on  the 
side  of  the  ranger  and  sheriff's  officers,  some  of  whom,  he 
characteristically  added,  "  were  formerly  in  the  rebellion," 
The  Government  directed  Sir  Robert  Atkjnis,  Recorder,  to 
inquire  into  and  re])ort  upon  the  subject,  but  the  issue  of 
his  labours  cannot  be  found. 

Sir  AVilliam  Penn,  ];)erha})S  the  most  distinguished 
Bristolian  of  the  century,  died  on  September  Kjth  at  his 
seat  in  Essex,  in  his  fiftietli  year.  His  body,  by  his  own 
directions,  was  brought  to  Ids  native  city  for  interment  by 
the  side  of  his  mother  in  St.  Mary  Redcliff.  His  remains 
lay  in  state  in  the  Guildhall  until  October  3rd,  Avhen  tliey 
were  conveyed  to  the  grave  Avith  much  heraldic  ])omp,  the 
trained  bands  being  mustered  to  guard  the  route.  The 
Corporation,  having  a  long-standing  grudge  against  the 
gallant  admiral,  forebore  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
])roceedings. 

After  having  suspended  the  issue  of  small  tokens  for 
several  years,  the  Corporation  alumt  tliis  time  put  in 
circulation  a.  nnmlun-  o{  "Bristol  farthings,"  struck  from 
two  dies  showing  slight  variatious,  but  l)c/,th  l)fai'ing  the 
date  1()7().  No  reference  to  these  coins  is  to  be  found  in  the 
civic  accounts,  and  it  is  clear  that  they  were  circulated 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Government,  for  at  a  Council 
meeting  on  October  3rd,  the  Chamberlain  announced  the 
recei])t  of  information  that  a  (luo  ]\^((r)'anfo  was  susjiected 
to  be  preparing  against  tlie  Cor])oration  for  uidawfully 
stamping  and  issuing  the  farthings.  As  the  matter  does 
not  turn  up  again,  the  Corporation  apparently  succeeded  in 
obtaining  forgiveness  from  the  Ministry. 

Notwithstanding  the  elaborate  oirJinance  of  liJiiS  for 
maintaining  adequate  jn'otection  against  fires,  the  grand 
jury  at  the  October  sessions  emphatically  jjrotested  tliat 
the  provisions  were  illusory.  A  sugar-refinery  in  Redcliff 
Street  had  recently    burst    into   flame,  threatening  wide 
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destruction  owing  to  tlie  force  of  tlie  wind,  but  no  buckets 
were  forthcoming  until  after  a  long  dela^^,  and  "  scarce  one 
was  sound,"  The  jury  offered  various  suggestions  on  the 
subject,  one  of  which  was  that  the  Corporation  should  keep 
a  stock  of  torches  for  such  emergencies,  as  "candles  could 
not  be  kept  liglited  "  during  the  late  calamity. 

The  minutes  of  the  annual  Court  Leet  for  St.  Stephen's 
parish  are  somewhat  puzzling,  and  do  not  say  much  for  the 
qualifications  of  the  scribe.  The  jury  '•  present  John  Keemis, 
cooper,  not  fit  to  sell  ale,  having  no  child ;  he  keeps  a 
tapster  which  is  no  freeman  that  have  a  wife  and  child." 
''  We  jjresent  Kichard  Rooke,  shijjwright,  not  fit  to  sell 
ale,  having  no  child,  and  brews  themselves."  A  barber 
surgeon  was  also  pronounced  disqualified  to  keep  a  pot- 
house, having  nocliild,  "and  also  for  entertaining  a  strange 
maid  which  is  sick." 

A  "  charity  school " — the  first  parochial  institution  of 
that  kind  in  the  city— was  founded  in  St.  Nicholas's  ])arish 
in  or  about  1G7().  Very  little  is  known  of  its  subsequent 
history.  In  IKii)  it  was  held  in  the  ujjper  room  of  a  Jiouse 
in  Nicholas'  Street,  where  the  master  lodged  free  of  charge, 
with  a  salary  of  £20,  the  jnipils  then  numbering  only  ten 
boys  and  ten  girls. 

M.  Jurevin  de  Hochefort,  Treasurer  of  France,  made  a 
Euro])ean  tour  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  i\nd  published 
his  experiences  in  a  work  of  seven  volumes,  the  first  of 
which  aj)peared  in  1072.  Tlu;  sixth  contains  an  account  of 
this  city,  which  he  visited  in  or  about  1070.  Bristol,  he 
stated,  was  the  third  city  in  England,  and  the  best  port 
after  Tjondon,  and  was  situated  in  a  mountainous  country. 
Tlio  Hridge  was  I'overod  with  houses  and  sl^ol)S,  kept  by 
the  richest  merchants.  i\[uch  jnizzled  by  the  churches 
standing  on  the  old  city  walls,  the  traveller  described  St. 
Nicholas's  Gate  as  a  grand  arcade  sustaining  a  little  church, 
and  forming  the  entrance  to  several  fine  streets.  Ho  lodged 
with  a  Fleming,  and  was  well  treated,  man  and  horse,  for 
two  shillings  a  day,  living  being  cliea])  in  England,  pro- 
vided little  wine  were  drunk.  Like  Mr.  Eawdon,  already 
mentioned,  he  was  taken  to  Hu^igroad  to  see  the  great 
ships  lying  there,  and  to  the  Marsh,  well  shaded  with  trees, 
and  the  favourite  ])romenade  of  the  citizens.  His  Flemish 
host  had  formerly  entertained  a  priest,  who  said  Mass 
secretly,  but  this  had  been  discovered  and  forbidden,  so 
that  a  Mass  could  not  be  heard  in  the  cit}',  though  many 
Catholics,  Flemish,   French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese,  fre- 
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qiiented  tlie  port.  The  traveller  left  on  liis  way  to  "  Glo- 
chester,"  managing  "  to  enter  into  the  monntains  "  before 
he  passed  "  Stableton  "  and  "  Embrok."  A  little  later  in 
his  tonr,  whilst  at  Worcester,  M.  Jorevin  noted  the  pre- 
valence of  tobacco  smoking.  "  Sn])per  being  finished,"  he 
says,  "  they  set  on  the  table  half  a  dozen  pipes,  and  a 
])acket  of  tobacco  for  smoking,  which  is  a  general  cnstom 
amongst  women  as  well  as  men,  who  think  that  without 
tobacco  one  cannot  live  in  England,  because  they  say  it 
dissipates  the  humours  of  the  brain."  He  goes  on  to  allege 
that  smoking  was  common  amongst  schoolboys  in  that 
neighbourhood.  A  Swiss  gentleman  named  IMuralt,  who 
wrote  a  description  of  English  manners  toAvards  the  end 
of  the  century,  seems  to  have  seen  nothing  in  London  that 
surprised  him  more  than  the  spectacle  of  clergymen  seated 
in  all  the  inns  and  coffee-houses,  with  long  pipes  in  their 
mouths. 

The  purchase  by  the  Corporation  of  certain  fee-farm 
rents  from  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
precipitate  surrender  of  them  to  the  King  in  ]6()0,  have 
been  noted  in  previous  pages.  The  Council,  in  June,  1671, 
resolved  upon  another  transaction  in  these  securities.  Tavo 
Acts  of  Parliament  having  been  ])assL'd  empowering  the 
Government  to  dispose  of  a  multitude  of  Crown  rents  of 
this  character,  it  was  resolved  that  the  fee-farms  issuing 
out  of  the  corporate  estates  and  from  the  lands  of  various 
city  charities  shcnild  bo  forthwith  secured.  It  Avas  easier  to 
])ass  such  a  resolution  than  to  carry  it  into  effect,  for  the 
purchase  money  amounted  to  nearly  £3,0(K),  and  the  Cor- 
piiration  Avere  already  d('e|)ly  i)i  (h'bt.  IIoAvevcr.  it  Avas 
further  ordered  that  certain  chief  rents,  ,pa3'able  to  the 
city,  should  be  sold  at  not  loss  than  1(S  years'  purchase, 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  re(j[uired  sum  should  be 
raised  by  loans,  to  Avhich  the  members  of  the  Council  Averis 
requested  to  contribute,  and  nearly  £1,000  were  subscribed 
in  the  Chamber.  The  sales  to  tenants  Avere  insignificant, 
and  practically  the  Avholoof  the  purchase  mono}' — £2,1)81) — 
Avas  raised  l)y  borroAving.  The  bargain  Avas  a  profitable 
one  to  the  Corporation,  Avho  obtained  a  number  of  small 
fee-farm  rents,  amounting  to  c£'2!)  Id.v.  ()ld.,  at  16^  years' 
purchase;  otliers,  amourjting  to  £72  8.s\  lid.,  at  16  years' 
purchase,  and  the  fee-fai'ms  of  the  borough  and  Castle, 
together  £182  l().s'.  (subject  to  the  life  interest  of  Queen 
Catherine),  at  8  years'  purchase. 

The  King,  in  NoA^ember,  nominated  Guy  Carleton,  D.r>., 
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I)ean  of  Carlisle,  to  the  bishopric  of  Bristol,  in  succession  to 
Dr.  Gilbert  Ironside,  who  died  in  the  previous  September, 
and  was  one  of  the  few  Bishops  interred  in  the  cathedral. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  AVar,  Carleton,  though  al- 
ready in  middle  age,  quitted  Ins  cderical  preferments  for 
the  camp,  adopted  the  language  and  habits  of  the  royster- 
iiig  Cavaliers,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  field,  being 
once  captured  in  an  engagement.  His  promotion  to  the 
episcopate  was  due,  partly  to  his  military  services,  ]xirtly 
to  his  ability  to  sustain  the  dignity  independent  of  the  in- 
come of  the  see,  which  did  not  exceed  £300,  but  mainly, 
it  was  alleged,  because  an  iron-fisted  prelate  was  needed 
to  deal  with  the  Bristol  "  fanatics."  In  the  last  respect, 
though  76  years  of  age,  he  must  have  satisfied  his  patrons, 
for  the  whips  of  Ironside  were  endurable  compared  with 
'Carleton's  scorpions.  The  new  Bishop  was  allowed  to  re- 
tain one  of  the  "golden  prebends"  in  Durham  Cathedral, 
and  a  well-endowed  rectory  in  tlie  same  county. 

As  existing  houses  in  King  Street  and  other  localities 
bear  witness,  the  dwellings  constructed  at  this  period  were 
chiefly  composed  of  wood  and  ]")laster,  worked  stone  being 
considered  too  expensive  for  ordinary  use,  and  bricks  being 
reserved  for  fire-])laces  and  chimneys.  In  an  ordinance  for 
the  Tilers'  and  Plasterers'  Com]>any,  passed  by  the  Council 
this  year,  it  was  decreed  that  if  a  member  should  cause 
an}'-  gentleman's  house  to  be  lathed  outside,  or  in  the  front, 
with  "sappy  laths,"  he  should  be  fined  6fi.  8d.  The  same 
])enalty  was  imposed  on  any  member  avIio  lent  a  ladder  to 
a  car])enter  or  a  mason,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Compan3^ 

In  1671,  James  I\[illfrd,  mercer,  ])ublished  what  he  styled 
'•An  exact  didineatiou  of  the  famous  Cittie  of  Bristoll  and 
suburbs  thereof.  Composed  by  a  Scale,  and  Ichnographically 
desi'ribed  by  I.  M.,  1671."  The  engraving,  wliich  measures 
!>  inches  by  10,  Avas  "  printed  for  y"^  author  and  sold  by  Mr. 
Tho.  AVali,  Bookseller,  in  Bristo'll."  The  success  of  the 
publication  was  so  great  that  Mr.  IMillerd  Avas  induced  to 
venture  upon  Avhat  was,  for  the  age,  a  truly  remarkable 
])roduction,  unexampled  in  the  provinces.  This  was  a  plan 
■of  the  city  extending  over  four  sheets,  adorned  with  views 
of  many  of  the  ])ub]ic  buildings,  and  professing  to  show 
"  all  the  highways,  thoroughfares,  streets,  lanes,  and  pub- 
lick  ])assages.  .  .  .  Described,  Engraved,  and  Published 
by  In.  Millerd,  Citizen  and  Inhabitant."  A  copy  liaving 
been  ])resented  to  the  Corporation,  to  Avhom  the  engraving 
was  dedicated,   the  Council,  in  May,  1(573,  after  eulogising 
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the  plan  as  "  the  largest,  exactest,  and  handsomest  that 
ever  was  drawn,"  ordered  ,  that  the  anthor  he  thanked,  and 
presented  with  a  piece  of  plate  valne  £10.  A  similar  gift 
of  the  valne  of  £5  was  voted  to  Millerd  by  the  Merchants' 
Society.  The  enterprising  mercer  snbsequently  pnlilished  a 
third  engraving — now  extremely  rare — a  persi)ective  view 
of  the  city,  taken  from  the  sonthern  heights.  This  print  is 
supposed  to  have  been  also  dedicated  to  the  Oorporatiuu, 
but  the  Council  showed  no  ap])reciation  of  the  compliment, 
and  in  the  extant  imi)ressi(nis  the  })lace  reserved  for  an 
inscription  is  veiled  by  curtains. 

About  the  time  that  Millerd  was  publishing  his  first  plan, 
certain  local  commissioners  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament 
for  assessing  and  collecting  a  new  tax  upon  the  citizens 
were  engaged   in  estimating   the   yearly  value  of  the  real 
and  personal    propert^^  of   tlie    inhabitants.       (The   statute 
terms  the  tax  a  "subsidy,"  Imt  it  was  in  fact  a  charge  of 
one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  rt'utals  and  stocks,  levied,  not 
upon  individuals,  but  upon    parishes.)       The    assessments 
preserved    at    the    Council    Hous(^   are    not    complete,    the 
returns    for    St.  James's,    Ili'dcliff,    St.  Stephen's,  and  St. 
Peter's  bein^r  omitted  ;  but,  so  far  as  can  be  made  out,  the 
annual  value  of  real  property  within  the  city  was  estimated 
at  about  £1S,5(K).     The  twentieth  as.sessed  on  St.  Nicholas's 
]karish  amounted  to  £ir)9  H.s-.     St.  Thomas's  paid  £P2!)  12.s'.  ; 
Christ  Church,   £76   16.s-.  ;    Castle  Precincts,  £63  126- ;    St. 
John's,  £62  13.v.  ;    Tem|)le,  £61  IH.s-.  ;    and   St.  Augustine's, 
£55)  6.s\     All  the  rest  paid  under  £45  each,  and  the  fashion- 
able parish  of  St.  Werburgh  was  assessed  at  only  £28  186'. 
According  to  the  commissioners'  extrattrdinary  calculations, 
t  he  gi'oss  vahuM)f   the  cilizens'   jxTsonal    ellects   (excluding 
the  four  omitted   parishes)  was  under  £3,(  )()(>.     The  twen- 
tieth   assessed    on    St.    Nicholas' — -more     than    double    the 
charge  on  any  other  ])arish — was  fixed  at  £4-0  18.s'.,   whilst 
ord}'-  £4:  2.S'.  was  demanded  from  St.  John's,  and  £3  12.s\  from 
St.  Phili])'s  ! 

The  deliberation  with  which  the  Council  not  infrequently 
dealt  with  matters  of  a])parent  urgency  is  again  illustrated 
by  some  of  its  proceedings  in  ](j72.  Earl}^  in  January  the 
Chamber  is  stated  to  have  been  "  informed  "—though  the 
facts  must  have  been  notorious — that  a  bark  belonging  to 
"foreigners"  had  been  lying  sunk  for  several  years  in  the 
Froom  branch  of  the  harbour,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
navigation.  A  committee  was  thereupon  appointed,  but  it 
had  taken  no  action  six  months  later,  when  the  Court  of 
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quarter  sessions,  observing  that  the  great  hank  of  mud 
gathered  around  the  wreck  tlireatened  to  choke  up  the  river, 
ordered  the  ship  to  be  ripped  to  pieces  and  the  mud  bank 
removed.  Nothing,  however,  had  been  done  in  the  follow- 
ing November,  when  tlie  Council,  after  a  discussion, 
appointed  a  fresh  committee  to  inquire  whether  the  hulk's 
position  was  reall}^  prejudicial,  and,  if  so,  to  report  as  to 
what  further  steps  should  be  taken  !  The  minutes  contain 
no  further  reference  to  the  matter,  and  no  expense  was 
incurred  by  the  Chamberlain. 

The  Court  of  (quarter  sessions,  in  January,  dis])layed  a 
well-balanced  appreciation  of  oflicial  dignit}^  and  of  judicial 
frug•alit3^  The  justices  ordered  that  the  ward  constables 
should  provide  themselves  with  "  stalTs  of  distinction,  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  used  in  London  "  ;  in  pursuance 
whereof,  Mr.  Tilly,  chief  constable  of  All  Saints'  ward, 
provided  his  suljordinates  with  "  decent  and  handsome 
staffs,"  and  applied  to  the  Court  for  repayment  of  his  out- 
lay, 4(),s-.  ChL  Upon  due  consideration  of  which  chuja,  tlie 
magistrates  cabuly  brushed  it  aside,  ordering  the  cliurch- 
wardcns  of  All  Saints'  to  reimbui'se  Tilly  out  of  the  church 
stock.  Their  worshi])s  then  directed  the  constables,  with 
their  new  staves,  to  jx-rambuhite  the  city  every  Sunday,  and 
prevent  loitering  in  the  streets,  unlawful  recreations,  and 
the  making  of  uproars. 

An  alarming  tire  occurred  in  INfarch,  when  the  Bell  tavern 
in  Broad  Street  was  burned  to  the  ground.  The  accident 
led  to  the  customar}'-  discussion  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  upon  the  proved  inadequacy  of  the  provision  against 
such  calamities.  As  the  firc-engino  (irdered  in  KitlS  had 
never  been  jmrchased,  a  committee  was  apjtointed  to  consider 
ho^\'  many  small  engines  sliould  lie  procured — Avitli  as  little 
result  as  on  the  previous  occasion. 

Th(3  Privy  Council,  on  March  2yth,  sent  a  letter  to  the 
JMayor  and  Aldermen  stating  that  the  King  had_  been 
ap])ealed  to  by  the  Quakers  lying  in  many  gaols  for  his 
merciful  consideration,  but  that,  befoi-e  any  ste])  was  taken, 
it  was  desirable  to  have  furth<'r  information.  The  justices 
were  therefore  requested  to  forward  a  list  of  the  Quakers  m 
Bristol  gaol,  with  the  causes  of  their  commitment.  The 
return  has  unfortunately  perislunl.  The  persecution  of 
Dissenters  was  suspended  at  this  time,  and  from  documents 
in  the  Record  Office  it  appears  that  the  GoA'-ernment  was  for 
a  sh(jrt  period  disposed  towards  a  partial  toleration.  In 
April,  in  response  1:o  the  petition  of  a  few  Bristolians,  the 
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King  granted  a  license  to  John  AVeeks,  a  well-known 
Presbyterian,  to  preach — not,  however,  in  his  former  chapel, 
bnt  at  a  private  house  on  St.  James's  Back.  A  similar 
license  was  granted  in  the  following  month  to  Jeremy 
■  Holway,  an  Independent,  who  Avas  allowed  to  ]n'each  in  his 
own  house  in  Corn  Street.  The  lull  was  but  the  prelude  to 
another  and  more  vindictive  ex])losion. 

It  was  resolved  by  the  Council  in  May  that,  as  the  salary 
of  £5  a  year,  due  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  as  Lord  High 
Steward,  was  several  years  in  arrear,  he  should  be  ]5resented 
with  a  butt  of  sherry  and  two  hogsheads  of  Frencli  wine. 
Instead  of  forwarding  tlie  liquor  from  Bristol,  however,  an 
order  was  given  to  a  wine  merchant  in  London,  who 
supplied  the  required  quantity  for  £50,  and  the  gift  was 
duly  made  by  Mr.  Aldworth,  Town  Clerk.  But  tlie  Duke 
was  much  displeased  by  the  substitution  of  London  sherry 
for  what  ho  knew  by  experience  to  be  a  superior  article. 
Plis  autogra])h  letter  of  acknowledgment,  undated,  and  a 
remarkable  s])eciraen  of  noble  caligraphy,  is  preserved  at  the 
Council  House.  Modernising  the  s(jelling,  it  reads  : — "Mr. 
Mayor  and  Aklermen, — It  pains  me  that  anything  untoward 
should  interrupt  the  good  amity  which  for  eleven  years  have 
existed  between  us,  but  touching  my  salary  I  did  expect 
your  excellent  sherries,  for  which  your  fair  city  are  so 
famed  that  none  like  can  bo  had  elsewhere,  selected  with 
such  discriminative  tact  by  the  worshipful  aldermen.  I 
have  no  wish  to  reprimise,  and  trust  that  the  attempt  to 
impose  on  my  judgmt?nt  will  not  be  repeated."  The  abashed 
Council  obe^'^ed  his  Grace's  request  on  subseqiient  occasions, 
and  tlio  minutes  once  record  that  the  Duke  "  highly  a|)proved 
of  the.  slierry."  Ills  (irace  resigiu-d  tlio  Lord-Lieutenancy 
of  Somersft  and  l^ristol  in  S<'|>tember,  U\7'2,  and  wa"s 
succeeded  by  his  relative,  Henry,  I\Iar(|uls  of  AVorcester,  who 
had  been  appointed  Lt)rd-Lieutenant  of  Gloucestershire  at 
the  Restoration.  From  this  time  the  City  Lieutenancy, 
always  ]nT.viously  annexed  to  that  of  Somerset,  has  been 
invarial.ily  held  Avith  that  of  Gloucestershire. 

The  annual  muster  of  the  trained  bands  seems  to  have 
become  a  mere  formality  after  the  Government  had 
established  a  small  standing  army.  Each  parish  kept  one 
musket  in  stock,  and  paid  a  man  one  day's  wages  for  appear- 
ing at  the  inspection  in  the  JMarsh,  The  contingent 
furnished  by  the  Corporation  is  shown  in  the  audit  book  : — 
"  Paid  at  a  general  muster  to  six  sokliers,  and  for  powder, 
cleaning    arms,    and    muster   master,  £1    O.v.    lOd.      AVine, 
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sugar,  tobacco,  pipes,  &c.,  £"2  4.9."  The  festive  accessories 
were  provided  for  the  civic  dignitaries,  who  honoured  the 
review  with  their  presence.  Tobacco  and  pipes  had  by  tliis 
time  become  indispensable  adjuncts  of  a  corporate  feast.  It 
may  be  added  tliat  although  the  Council  paid  for  six  men, 
the  stock  of  arms  is  distinctly  stated  to  consist  of  only  three 
muskets  and  six  swords. 

An  example  of  tlie  brutal  punishments  of  the  age  may  be 
taken  from  the  quarter  sessions  book  in  August : — "  Evan 
Thomas,  felon  ;  ordered  that  he  be  stripped  naked  in  the 
cart  and  severely  whipped  till  the  blood  conies,  next  market 
day."  As  all  felonies  of  a  serious  character  were  punishable 
with  death,  the  man's  crime  was  probably  a  trivial  one.  In 
lG7i),  the  justices  ordered  a  woman,  whose  oftence  is  not 
stated,  to  be  stri])]ie(l  and  lashed  till  the  blood  came,  at  the 
High  Cross  whipping-post — -an  established  institution. 

Abuses  in  the  markets  gave  rise  to  a  lengthy  corporate 
ordinance  in  September.  Tlie  previous  Clerk  of  the  ]\[arkets 
was  stated  to  have  neglected  his  duties  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  public,  and  the  ]jerson  ap])ointed  to  succeed  him  was 
ordered  to  attend  every  market  with  his  gown  U])on  his 
back,  see  to  the  weight  of  butter,  prevent  hucksters  from 
forestalling  and  regrating,  weigh  the  bread  in  the  bakers' 
shops,  carefull}''  examine  grain  measures,  and  bring  up  all 
offenders,  lie  was  also  to  make  a  weekl^r.report  to  the 
justices  as  to  the  ])rice  of  corn,  in  order  to  enable  the  bench 
to  fix  the  rate  at  which  bread  was  to  be  sold  by  tlm  bakers. 

During  the  3't^ar,  a  ])urcliase  Avas  made  by  the  Slierifi's  of 
two  handsome  silver  trum])ets  tor  use  at  the  reception  of 
tlu^  judges  of  assize  and  on  (Uher  oeeasions  of  state.  Tlu\ 
instruments  cost  £;>2.  Having  obt. lined  them,  it  became 
necessary  to  furnish  the  musicians  with  gay  liveries,  for 
Avdiieh  cL'lJmore  were  expi'iuled. 

The  Council,  in]\[areli,  KlTli.  revived  an  Ordinance  passed 
101  years  previously,  which  had  long  become  obsolete  and 
forgotten,  and  was  doomed  a  second  time  to  the  same  fate. 
It  was  enacted  that  any  freeman  abiding  out  of  the  city  or 
its  liberties  for  a  year  and  a  day,  except  on  the  royal  service 
or  trading  beyond  seas,  should  be  disfranchised  until  he  paid 
a  fine  to  be  fixed  by  the  JNfayor  and  Aldermen.  The  Council 
next  proceeded  to  consider  a  complaint  made  by  the  Chandlers' 
and  Soapmakers'  Company  against  a  member  named 
Cadwallader.  This  man,  working  as  a  journeyman,  had 
taken  an  apprentice,  but  the  youth  continued  to  live  in  his 
father's    house,  for  which   illegality  the  Court  of  quarter 
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sessions  had  ordere:!  the  enrolment  of  tlie  indenture  to  be 
erased.  Cadwallader  had  thereupon  taken  the  boy  into  his 
house,  claiming  to  continue  the  apprenticeship,  which  was 
the  grievance  complained  of.  The  Council  ordered  that  the 
offender  should  be  discommoned,  that  his  shop  windows 
should  be  shut  down,  and  that  the  bellman  should  proclaim 
Ids  disfranchisement  before  liis  shop  and  in  all  the  streets. 

The  Marquis  of  Worcester,  Lord-Lieutenant,  having  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  visit  the  city  for  the  purpose  of 
"  settling  "  the  militia,  the  Council,  in  August,  resolved  on 
entertaining  him  during  his  stay.  This  is  the  earliest 
reference  to  the  house  of  Badminton  to  be  found  in  the 
city  archives.  Sir  Robert  Cann  and  Sir  John  Knight  were 
directed  to  ride  to  "  Babington  "  to  proffer  tlie  compliment, 
for  which  purpose,  at  a  cost  of  3().v.,  those  worthies  engaged 
a  coach,  a  veliicle  hitherto  oidy  once  mentioned  in  local 
annals.  The  Marquis  arrived  in  September,  when  he  was 
presented  with  a  congratulatory  address,  in  which  a  liope 
was  expressed  that  the  deputy-lieutenants  for  Bristol  would 
be  selected  from  the  citizens,  and  not  from  the  rural  gentry. 
A  French  cook,  imported  to  prepare  the  civic  feast,  received 
^V21  for  his  catering  and  services,  and  £122  were  disbursed 
by  tlie  Mayor  for  wine  aud  sundry  delicacies. 

After  a  long  period  of  plenty,  the  harvest  of  HM'd  proved 
seriously  deficient,  and  great  distress  jn-e vailed  during  the 
winter.  The  magistrates,  in  January,  ■107-1,  ordered  the 
poor-rate  to  be  doubled,  and  the  Council,  having  taken  up 
£1,C)()0  on  loan,  purchased  a  stock  of  corn  for  distribution 
amongst  tlie  poor  at  cost-price,  a  small  loss  on  the  transaction 
being  borne  by  the  Chamber. 

The  Corporatiou,  in  January,  l<i7l.  were  again  compelled 
to  deal  witli  the  eternal  diliiculties  attending  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  efficient  nightly  watch.  The  often-rejieated 
attempt  to  force  personal  service  on  houseliolders  was  now 
abandoned.  A  return  had  been  procured  of  the  persons 
liable  to  be  charged  for  maintaining  the  force,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  they  numbered  2,(KX).  The  Council  there- 
upon resolved  that  each  of  those  ])ersons  should  contribute, 
once  every  seven  weeks,  a  night's  pay  of  a  watchman, 
namely  bd.  during  the  summer  and-7(Z.  during  the  winter 
half-year.  The  yearly  charge  on  the  ratepayers  was  thus 
to  be  about  £370.  The  force  was  to  consist  of  two  head 
constables,  twenty-six  watchmen,  and  two  bellmen,  the  duty 
of  the  last-named  officials  being  to  perambulate  the  streets  at 
midnight,  according  to  custom.      In  1075,  the  number  of 
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watchmen  was  increased  to  thirty,  one  head  constable  being 
dispensed  with,  and  the  pay  was  raised  one  penny  per  night. 
Ratepayers  willing  to  watch  in  person  were  exempted  from 
the  tax. 

A  book  of  1(35  pages,  entitled  "  Bristol  Drollery  :  Poems 
and  Songs,  by  Mr.  C,"  was  printed  in  London  this 
year  "for  Charles  Allen,  Bookseller  in  Bristol."  Some  pre- 
fatory verses  "  To  the  Young  Gallants  "  are  signed  "  N.  C, 
Jan}'.,  167|."  The  book  contains  about  fifty  amatory 
songs  and  other  trifles,  one  of  which  is  entitled  "  A  mock 
Poem  on  the  waters  of  the  Hot  AVell,"  but  all  the  rhymes 
are  utterly  devoid  of  merit.  A  copy  of  this  very  rare  volume 
is  in  the  British  Museum. 

There  are  many  indications  in  the  corporate  records  that 
the  old  walls  of  the  original  borough  had  long  ceased  to  be 
regarded  as  of  any  practical  utility,  and  that  many  breaches 
had  been  made  in  them  where  they  stood  in  the  way  of 
imprgvements.  The  strong  line  of  ramparts  extending  from 
RedclitF  to  Temple  Gates  was  still,  however,  considered  a 
necessarj'-  bulwark.  The  grand  juiy,  in  May,  made  a 
presentment  that  several  doorways  had  been  illicitly  cut 
there  for  the  convenience  of  persons  going  to  their  fields 
and  gardens  in  the  suburbs,  whereupon  the  Court  indignantly 
denounced  such  acts  as  not  only  contemptuous  but  danger- 
ous, inasmuch  as  rogues  might  thereby  get  in  and  out  at 
night,  when  the  gates  were  shut,  and  ordered  the  city  mason 
to  "  dam  "  them  up  forthwith.  An  exception  was  never- 
theless made  in  favour  of  a  breach  leading  out  of  Thomas 
Street,  and  it  may  be  suspected  that  the  judicial  decree  had 
little  permanent  effect. 

Owing  to  the  linaucial  embarrassment  of  the  Corporation, 
the  proper  maiutonance  of  civic  buildings  seems  to  have 
l)een  much  neglected.  The  Council  were  informed  in  May 
that  the  foundations  of  Bridewell,  Newgate,  Froom  Gate, 
the  tower  by  Bridewell  holding  the  magazine  of  gun- 
powder (!),  the  arches  of  Bristol  Bridge,  and  several  other 
public  places  were  out  of  repair  and  likely  to  fall,  where- 
upon the  Court  of  Aldermen  were  instructed  to  superintend 
the  needful  restorations.*  The  house  of  the  porter  of  New- 
gate had  been  destroyed  during  the  war,  and  was  still  in 
ruins.  To  stave  off  the  cost  of  rebuilding,  the  Council  soon 
after  voted  the  man  40^".  a  year,  to  enable  him  to  rent  a 
dwelling. 

We  are  informed  by  a  local  annalist  that  on  September 
11th  the  Countess  of  Castlemaine,  one  of  the  King's  dis- 
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reputable  females,  accompanied  by  Sir  Jolm  Cliurcliill,  a 
legal  liano-er-on  of  tlie  Duke  of  York,  aud  Sir  Thomas 
Bridges,  the  persecutor  of  Dissenters,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
city,  and  after  a  pompous  parade  tlirough  the  streets  was 
entertained  at  the  Three  Tuns  tavern,  Corn  Street,  at 
Churchill's  expense.  The  two  knights  brought  their  wives 
with  them  to  do  further  honour  to  their  discreditable  guest ; 
but  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  significantly  kept  aloof. 

The  shameless  indifference  shown  by  the  Government 
towards  the  marauding  of  jMoorish  pirates  is  illustrated  by 
a  petition  presented  to  the  Court  of  quarter  sessions  in 
(3ctober  by  a  cooper  named  Jolm  Knight.  The  applicant 
stated  that  upwards  of  six  years  previously  his  brother 
Henry,  sailing  in  a  Bristol  ship,  was  taken  prisoner  by 
'Ihirks,  and  carried  capti\'G  into  Sallee,  where  he  still 
remained  a  shive.  He  cbuld  now,  it  was  believed,  be 
ransomed  for  £180,  and  the  petitioner,  being  unable  to  raise 
the  money,  prayed  the  Court  to  devise  some  exjiedient  for 
the  unhappy  man's  redemption.  The  justices  made  an 
urgeut  request  to  the  citizens  for  contril)utions,  and  ordered- 
the  churchwardens  to  collect  subscriptions.  The  result  is 
unknoAvn. 

The  State  Papers  for  November  contain  the  first  document 
bearing  on  a  new  struggle  lietween  London  monopolists 
and  Bristol  merchaiits,  a  conflict  destined  to  continu(}  al- 
most uninterruptedly  for  some  eighty  years.  On  November 
^oth,  a  royal  proclamation  was  issued,  reciting  tlio  King's 
letters  patent  of  1G7;3,  granted  to  the  African  Comjian}',  and 
ex])ressing  His  Majesty's  displeasure  on  learning  that  divers 
])rivato  persons  hail  neverthcli-ss  |>resnmed  to  send  out  shi])s 
to  trado  with  Africa,  to  tlic  prejudice  of  the  Company.  The 
]ving  now  [)ositively  jn'ohibited  his  subjec'ts  fn^m  trafficking 
in  negroes  or  goods  between  the  African  coast  and  the 
American  plantations,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  "  such  com- 
modities." No  evidence  exists  that  local  merchants  made 
any  jn'otest  against  this  unconstitutional  act  of  the  Crown, 
which  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Merchant 
Venturers.  AVhat  is  certain  is  that  the  proclamation  Avas 
quietly  ignored,  and  that  the  monopolists  were  unable  to 
])revent  a  steady  development  of  African  trade  in  Bristol. 

The  Council  amused  themselves  in  December  by  harassing 
a  few  non-freemen,  probably  Quakers.  "  Whereas,"  runs 
the  minute,  "  Peter  Young,  soap  boiler,  on  the  Bridge,  and 
James  ihy  and  Samuel  Hollister,  grocers,  in  Wine  Street, 
having  of  late  opened  shops  and  sold  goods  though  not 
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freemen,  and  not  liaving  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  liave 
had  their   shops    slmt   down;  yet    nevertheless    have  con- 
temptuously opened  them  again.    Of  which  the  House  being 
informed,  the  parties  were  sent  for,  and  tlieir  answers  being 
in  no  way  satisfactory,  ordered  that  their  shops  be  again 
shut  down  and  kept  down."    The  Cluimberlain  subsequently 
])aid    the   large   sum   of  £8    lU.   ikl.   "for  watching   four 
Quakers'   shops  when  their  whidows  was  shut  down  and 
iiaded  down."     The  order  being  so  persistently  carried  out, 
the  olfonders  were  compelled  to  seek  admission  as  burgesses. 
In    September,     Kwf),    the    Cliambcr    adopted    a   lengthy 
onhnance    setting    fortli     that    by    ancient   laws    no  Inan 
except  a  freeman  coukl  abide  in  the  town  more  than  forty 
days  for  selling  wares,  or  keep  shoj),  or  rlwell  in  tlie  town,- 
or  buy  goods  of  any  but  a  burgess;  notwitJistanding  whicJi 
cbvers  persons  had  of  late  contemptuously  opened  sliops  and 
openly  used  trades  and  handicrafts  to  the  discouragement 
of  freemen.     For  reformation  whereof  it  was  ordere.l  that 
every  such  oif.ui.ler  sliould  be  fined  2(».v.  a  day.     AltJiough 
individuals  sultered  much  from  time  to  time  by  legislation 
of  this  kind,  it  is  clear  that  the  Corporati(m  were  unable  to 
])revent  the  constant  intrusion  of  "  foreigners." 

About  the  close  of  the  year,  the  toleration  enjoyed  for  a 
wlnle  by  the  nonconformist  bodies  came  to  an  end,  and  was 
followed^  by  a  persecution  compared  witli  which  even  Sir 
Jolin    Knight's    former    oj)pressions    Avere    merciful.      At 
Michaelmas  the  civic  chair  Avas  taken  by  Ealph  Olliffe,  the 
landlord  of  the  Three  Tuns  tavern,  and  a  copious  consumer 
of  his  own  liquors,  but  redeeming  his  vices  in  many  eyes 
by  an  nueompn^mising  hatred   of  Dissenters.     Two  men  of 
kinilred  opinions  were  eleeted  Sherill's.     Hearing,  perliaps,  of 
the  fitness  of  the  new  Lbi^^ir  to  co-operate  iA\in  intended 
crusade,  Bishoj)  Carleton  made  his  appeai-ance  a  few  weeks 
later,    and    frankly    announced  his    intention  to  extirpate 
every  conventicle  in  the  city.     Acting,  it  was  believed,  at 
his  _  instigation,   the    Sherilis,    at    the    Epiphany   quarter 
sessions,  packed  the  grand  jury  with  violent  Churchmen, 
and  this  body  delivered  a  lengthy  ])resentment — j)rol)ably 
prepared  in  advance — denouncing  dissenting  preachers  as 
impostors  and  firebrands,  and  their  adherents  as  seditious 
fanatics,  lauding  the  energy  of  the  Bishop  in  jjrosecutiug 
those  pests,  and  recommending  the  Aldermen  to  root  them 
out  by  a  vigorous  execution  of  the  Conventicle  Acts.     The 
Bishop,  who  had  talcen  a  seat  on   the  bench  to  hear  the 
reading  of  a  document  that  was  suspected  by  many  to  be 
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liis  own  composition,  expressed  his  cordial  approval  of  its 
contents,  and  tlie  Avhole  scene  ap])ears  to  have  been  arranged 
in  order  to  give  nlterior  proceedings  the  formal  sanction  of 
a  conrt  of  justice.  There  were  tlien  eight  sectarian  con- 
gregations in  tlie  city :  two  of  Quakers,  with  no  regular 
minister  ;  three  of  Baptists,  witii  pastors  named  Hardcastle, 
GiiTord,  and  Kitchen ;  two  of  Independents,  Jed  by  Messrs. 
Thompson  and  Troughton  ;  and  one  of  Presl^j^terians,  whose 
minister  was  John  AVeeks,  ah^eady  mentioned,  Avhose  popu- 
larity is  proved  by  a  coiitemporary  statement  that  his  flock 
numbered  about  1,500.  Bislio])  (Jarleton  found  an  un- 
scrupulous instrument  in  an  attorney  named  Hellier,  a 
churchwarden  of  St.  James's,  in  which  jiarish  were  four  of 
the  meeting-houses.  Tliis  man,  at  the  prehite's  desire,  laid 
informations  un(k>r  the  Conventicle  Acts,  whicli  the  Maj-or 
was  proceeding  to  act  ujion,  A\dien,  to  thn  mnrtilication  of 
tlie  prosecutors,  it  was  shown  that  the  King  liad  granted 
liceiises  to  hold  services  in  tlircc  of  the  clia])els.  The 
Bisho]),  liowever,  ])romptly  r('])air('(l  to  Court  for  the 
purjKise  of  urging  the  King  U>  rcvolce  the  licenses,  and 
Charles,  with  his  usual  callousness,  having  comjjlied  with 
the  request,  Carleton  returned  in  triumph  in  the  following 
Februar}^,  and  ordei-ed  Hellier  to  resume  operations.  The 
JNFayor  and  some  of  the  Aldermen  lending  zealous  assistance, 
and  the  Bisho]:»  again  seating  himself  amongst  the  justices 
and  clamouring  foi'  severity,  warrants  were  issued  against 
four  of  the  ministers.  On  February  10th,  Carleton,  four 
parsons,  two  Aldermen  and  some  military  oiiicers,  with  a 
noisy  rabble,  surrounded  Castle  Creen  ('ha  pel  whilst  service 
was  proceeding,  arrested  the  minister,  John  '^r]iom]')sou,  a 
I\hister  of  Ai"ts  of  Oxford,  ami  carried  liim  before  the  INlayor. 
The  Bisho]),  acting  as  ])i'oseeutor,  at  onc(>.  bfirst  into  virulent 
language,  declaring  that  the  sediti(»ns  villain,  the  rebel  dog, 
ought  to  stretch  a  halter,  and  demanded  his  immediate 
commitment  to  gaol  for  six  months  for  having  been  found 
within  the  cit}^  after  a  ])revious  conviction.  His  demand 
was  complied  with,  and  tliree  other  jjastors,  found  guilty  of 
the  same  offence,  received  similar  sentences  within  a  few 
days.  Newgate  was  rarely  free  from  epidemics,  arising 
from  the  foulness  of  the  cells,  and  Tlio]n])Son  was  s])eedily 
prostrated  by  fever.  A  physician,  called  in  to  attend  him, 
informed  the  justices  that  his  life  would  be  endangered  if 
he  were  not  imprisoned  in  a  healthier  place.  The  Sheriifs 
Avere  asked  to  allow  his  removal  to  a  decent  chamljer, 
security  in  £500  being  offered  that  he  should  remain   in 
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custody,  but    the    officials   refused    to    assent  without    the 
approval  of  the  Bishop,  and  the  latter,  on  hearing  of  the 
proposal,  threatened  them  Avith  his  vengeance  if  they  made 
the  concession.    Tlie  victim  rapidly  sank  under  his  malady, 
and  died  on  March  4th.     The  feeling  of  the  citizens  was 
significantly  expressed  at  his  interment,  the  most  remark- 
able ever  known,  about  5,00l)  persons  attending  St.  Philip's 
churcliyard  to  manifest  their  regret  and  horror.      On  the 
evening    of    the    funeral,    a    paper   was    thrown    into    the 
Mayor's    house,  threatening    that    if    the    persecution  con- 
tinued, many  eminent  men  and  numbers  of  apprentices  and 
workmen  Avould  venture  their  lives  for  freedom,  and  Thomas 
(Jale  (appointed  postmaster  in  107i»),  in  informing  Secretary 
Williamson  of  the  fact,  expressed  his  belief  that  two-thirds 
of  tlie  inhabitants  Avere  '•  that  way  inclined."     The  death 
of  Thompson,  however,  made  ]io   impression   on  tlie  perse- 
cutors,   Avho    published    a    pamphlet,    sanctioned    b}^,   and 
possibly  Avritten  by,  the  Bishop,  Avhich,  in  defiance  of  the 
gaoler's   affidavit  that  the    victim    ])erished  of  malignant 
"fever,  asserted  that  death  Avas  occasioned  by  "  a  surfeit." 
A    few    days    after    Thompson's    demise,   Hellier   broke  up 
some  meetings  for  prayer  and  sent  several  of  the  persons 
found  there  to  NcAVgate,  Avlntre  they  Avere  throAvn  l)y  the 
keeper  into  the  most  loathsome   den   in   the  place,  Avitli  a 
dani])  eaHhen  floor   and  destitute  of  seats.     But  the  j)erse- 
cution  only  strengthened  the  firmness  and  religious  ardour 
of    the    sectaries.       AVorship    Avas    maintained    in    all    the 
meeting-houses,  and  various  devices  Avere  invented  to  con- 
ceal the  preachers  so  as  to  prevent  th(;  Bishop's  mercenaries 
from  laying  informations.     In  two  chapels  trap-doors  Avere 
made  in   the  IJoor,  through  Avhieh   the    ministers  descended 
as  soon  as  a  .signal  Avas  given  of  the  ajijia-oaeh  jof  the  Ma3u-)r 
or  Hellier's  gang,  the  entrance  to  the  meeting  being  also 
purposely    blocked    Avith    Avomen.     In    other    places,    the 
ju'eacher,   with  otliers,  Avas  concealed  behind  a  curtain,  so 
that  informers  in  the  body  of  tlie  chapel   Avere  unable  to 
identify  the  speaker.     In  all  cases,  Avheii  the  Mayor  or  a 
justice  forced   an  entrance,    the  congregation  Avere  found 
sinoino-,  Avhich  AS'^as  not  an  indictable  offence  ;  and  the  more 
his   Avorship  threatened  the   louder   resounded    the    psalm. 
When  the  magistrate  Avent  oif  in  a  rage,  the  service  Avas 
resumed,  and  though  he  sometimes    returned   three  times 
over  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  conviction,  he  Avas  generally 
routed    by    the    persistency  of   the  chorus.     The ,  (Quakers, 
again,  baffled  the    officers    by    sitting    in   silence  at  their 
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meetiugs  for  hours  together,   and  thus  defeating  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute.     Grosslj^  brutal   practices,  liowev'er, 
were  habitually  resorted  to  by  Hellier,  Alderman' Streamer, 
the  Bishop's  hirelings,  and   others,  against    the  unresisting 
congi-egations,  batches  of  whom,  varying  from  half  a  dozen 
to  hfty  m  number,  were  often  hauled  before  the  jNfayor  and 
committed  to  gaol  on  false  charges  of  rioting.     This  perse- 
cution continued  for  many  weeks,  and  the  fact  that  each 
outrage,  generally  committed  on  Sunday,  was  preceded  by 
a  carouse  in  the  bibulous  Mayor's  tavern  was  not  calculated 
to  excite  public  approval.     The  magistrates,  it  is  recorded, 
became    at    length    ''much    weary"    of    the    endless    work 
demanded  from  them  by  tlie  Bishop,  and  upon  his  lordsliip 
going_  up   to  Parliament  in  a  hulf  at    their    inaction,  the 
harryings  temporarily  ceased.     But  the  campaign  was  soon 
resumed  by  the  jMayor  and  Plellier,  who  had  a  love  for. the 
sport,  and  great  roughness  was  ivpeatedly  nsed  to  disperse 
the  congregations.     On  one  occasion  Robert  Colston,  soap- 
boih^r  (a  brother  of  Edward),  condescended  to  act  as  a  spy, 
and  iiiformed   against  a  quiet  gatliering,   to    the    grieved 
snrprise  of  those  who  had  trusted  him.      Ilelh'er  was  clearly 
jn-oved  to  ha\'e  committed   perjniy  in   one  of  Jus  informa- 
tions, but  Chief  Justice  North' ordered  his  discharge  at  the 
autumn  assizes.     By  that  time  the  term  of  im])risonment 
of   the  three  surviving  ministers  had   expired.     On    being 
released   the}'-   recommenced  ])reaching,  and   some   of   them 
were  soon  consigned  to  their  former  loathsome  qnaiters.    It 
IS  a  melancholy  fact  that  the  aged  Bisho])  accompanied  tln^ 
]\[ayor  to  one  of   the   meeting-houses    with    the    oljject    of 
arresting  one  of  tlie  culprits,     [{.•llier,  who  was  on  the  alert 
(>vei-y  Sunday,  on  one  iieeasion  Ibiiig  several  chairs  into  the 
chaj)!'!   iire,    and    nearly    succeedt^d    in    bi'lrning    down    the 
buihiing.       As    a    final    achievement,    Ollifte,    on    the    last 
Sunday  in  Ids  Mayoralty,  having  secured  the  assistance  of 
Sir  John  Knight,  Sir  Robert  Yeamans,  and  Streamer,  pro- 
posed a  general  attack  on  the  congregations,  but  the  results 
wercylisappointing;  and  a  few  days  later  the  accession  of 
Sir  Robert  Cann  to  the  chair,  and  the  entrance  into  ofhce  of 
two  moderate-minded  Sheriffs,  promised   a  return  to  tran- 
quillity.     Hellier,    though   discountenanced    by    the    new 
INIayor,  who  actually  invited  many  leading  Di.ssenters  to 
dinner,   nevertheless  continued  to  disturb  meetings,  often 
using    violence    to    effect    his    juirpose,    whilst  Aldermen 
Streamer,  Lawford,  Yeamans,  and  Olliffe  supported  him  by 
sending  to  Newgate  those  he  informed  against,  or  ordering 
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distraints  upon  their  goods.  The  persecution  raged  with 
little  iutcrruptioiL  for  lifteen  months  without  having  any 
deterring  effect  on  the  dissenting  bodies.  Early  in  1()7<> 
]Mr.  Hardcastle,  of  Broadniead  Cha]:)el,  was  liberated  after 
a  second  imprisonment  of  six  months,  and  recommenced 
preaching  on  the  day  of  his  release. 

Intelligence  reached  the  city  in  December  that  the  ship 
Bristol  Merchant,  with  a  crew  of  thirty  men,  nearly  all  of 
Avhom  had  wives  living  here,  some  with  live  and  six  chil- 
dren, had  been  captured  by  a  Moorish  pirate,  wliich  had 
carried  all  the  men  into  slavery.  Urgent  appeals  were 
made  to  the  Government  by  Sir  John  Knight  and  others 
on  behalf  of  the  seamen's  families,  and  some  of  the  women 
were  sent  up  to  London  to  seek  relief  at  Court,  but  the 
effort  seems  to  have  been  fruitless.  A  local  subscription 
was  afterwards  started  for  the  redem])tion  of  the  captives. 

At  the  beginning  of  Sir  Robert  CaniL's  second  maj'-oralty, 
the  Council  gave  orders  that  a  new  set  of  rol:)es  should  be 
provitled  for  him,  ami  also  a  new  cap  of  maintenance  for 
the  Swordbearer.  The  articles,  including  two  pairs  of  silver 
clasps  for  the  robes,  cost  i.i3l)  \)s.  y<?.  The  purcliase  was  not 
made  to  gratify  the  worthy  baronet's  known  love  of  osten- 
tation, but  in  consequence  of  the  ])assing  of  an  Act  in- 
tended to  ])ut  a,  now  enrli  npim  c-orj)orations,  the  chief 
magistrates  being  re(juired  to  proceed  to  Westminst(^r  to  be 
sworn  in.  ^JMie  (youncil  were  naturally  desirous  that  the 
appearance  of  the  INEayor  and  his  attendants  should  be  credit- 
able, to  the  city.  The  joui-ney  entailed  a  further  outlay  of 
£;)(),  and  this  item  became  an  annual  one  for  some  years. 

The  olliei^  of  Town  Clerk  became  vacant  in  ^Mardi,  J(!7(), 
by  the-  tleat-h  of  liobcrt  Aldworth,  anil  from  le.tters  amongst 
tiie  State  Papers  it  ajjpears  that  a  number  of  candidates  for 
the  post  were  sj)e(,'(lily  in  the  field,  'fhe  jMarquis  of  Wor- 
cester, who  kept  a  vigilant  e^^e  upon  the  Corporation,  is 
stated  to  have  waimed  the  JNlayor  that  the  ])lace  inust  bo 
confided  to  a  standi  King  and  Churchman;  whilst  Ells- 
worth addressed  a  characteristic  note  to  Secretary  AVil- 
liamson,  alleging  that  the  cit}'-  was  as  factious  as  it  was 
populous,  that  the  authorities  were  grossly  ignorant,  and 
not  thoroughly  purged  of  the  old  leaven,  and  tlnit  the  laws 
against  sedition  were  laid  asleep.  .He  concluded  by  advis- 
ing that  the  King  should  send  down  a  proper  command  to 
the  Council.  The  vacancy  was  filled  in  the  following 
month  by  the  election  of  John  llomsey,  who  is  not  to  be 
confounded  with  a  Colonel  John  Komsey,  or  Ilumsey,  who 
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was  at  the  same  time  local  Collector  of  Customs,  and  was 
suLsequentl}^  concerned  in  tlie  Rye  House  Plot,  Mr.  Aid- 
worth,  in  his  later  years,  dwelt  in  a  large  mansion  in  the 
]\rarsh,  on  or  near  the  spot  where  the  Assembl3'-  Rooms 
were  built  in  the  following  centur3^  The  house,  erected 
early  in  the  century  by  Humphrey  Hooke,  was  the  most 
pleasantly  situated  in  the  city,  and  was  frequently  made 
availaljle  for  the  reception  of  the  judges  ami  Recorder. 
Chief  Justice  North  lodged  there  shortly  before  Aldworth's 
death,  and  will  be  found  there  again  during  the  Popish 
Plot  mania,  being  then  the  guest  of  Romsey,  the  new 
tenant,  who  also  entertained  Chief  Justice  JeflVej^s  during 
the  Blood}^  Assizes.  John  Evans  and  his  copj-ists  have 
alleged  that  this  historic  mansion  was  situated  in  King- 
Street,  on  no  other  evidence  than  the  fact  that  a  small  and 
mean  house  tliere  (removed  a  few  years  ago)  had  the  initials 
J.  R.  inscribed  over  the  door.  Tlie  true  site  is  minutely 
described  in  the  Bargain  Books  of  the  Corporation, 

The  Society  of  ]\lercl\ants  jmrchased,  in  June,  of  one 
Isaac  Morgan,  three- fourths  of  the  manor  of  Clifton,  for 
some  generations  the  property  of  the  wealthy  local  family 
of  Broke,  but  cv(Mitually  (li\-idcd  anidngst  co-heiresses 
through  failure  of  heirs  male.  'J'Jio  remaining  fourth  part 
is  riuji|)0sed  to  have  been  acquired  in  fragments.  The  Society 
believed  they  had  become  possessed  of  maann-ial  rights  over 
the  entire  parish.  But  it  a])]iears  fi'om  a  document  in  the 
Reference  Library  (From  whicli  the  above  facts  arc  taken) 
that  in  1G83  they  ^vave  disagreeably  surprised  by  the  dis- 
covery that  certain  jiersons  were  claiming  portions  of  the 
"  waste  "  by  A'irtue  of  nianoiial  rights  derivfd  from  one  of 
tlir  uiinisti'rs  of  Henry  Vlii.— Sii-  Ralji^i  Sadleir.  That 
famous  grabber  of  church  lands  had,  in  fact,  obtained  a 
grant,  soon  after  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  of  a  manor 
in  Clifton  previously  belonging  U)  the  Pean  and  Canons  of 
West  bury,  and  the  estate  had  devolved  by  a  later  purchase 
on  (labriel  Peane,  of  Bristol,  merchant,  and  Abel  Kelly. 
Mr.  Kna])p,  in  his  "Handbook  of  Clifton,"  stated  that  the 
Society  purchased  the  ecclesiastical  manor  from  those 
oAvniM's,  by  which  litigation  was  avoided. 

The  Puke  of  Ormond  paid  another  visit  to  the  city  in  l(i7(i, 
and  was  sum])tuousl_y  entertained  in  St.  George's  Chapel, 
in  the  Guildhall.  The  French  cook  already  mentioned 
was  again  in  request,  an  abundant  su])p]y  of  sweetmeats 
was  provided,  and  Alderman  Ollili'e  furnished  a  copious  store 
of  the  Bristol  sherry  so  much  esteemed  by  the  noble  guest. 
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The  Chamberlain,  in  August,  records  the  disbursement  of 
£145,  "the  charge  of  building  a  now  bridge  going  out  of 
the  Castle  into  Castle  Mead,  <;//(;.s'  the  Queen's  Orchard." 
This  is  doubtless  the  bridge  which  still  spans  the  ancient 
moat  in  the  rear  of  Castle  Street.  The  Mead  was  at  that 
time  really  a  mead(jw,  but  was  being  23i"ft]wred  for  building 
operations.  This  was  a  work  which  could  not  be  satisfac- 
torily accomplished  without  refreshmtnits  ;  so  "we" — that 
is,  the  Chamberlain  ami  his  stati'— repaired  to  the  Three 
Tuns  tavern  after  a  morning's  measurement,  "for  two 
quarts  of  sack  and  a  bisket,"  for  Avhitdi  Falstaffian  regale 
he  paid  ;3s.  5(/. 

,  The  IMayor's  annual  fishing  recreation  in  the  Froom, 
which  had  been  long  discontinued,  was  revived  in  Septem- 
ber, thougli  on  a  humble  scale  as  compared  with  former 
times.  The  outlay  for  the  day  amounted  to  oidy  K)S.  ikl.  ; 
but  the  wine  Ijill  may  have  been  included  in  OllilFe's  yearly 
account.  In  September,  KJTcS,  the  Chamberlain  paid  £2  lO.v, 
for  "a  fishing  net,  2(J  fathom  of  rope,  and  a  barrel  to  put 
him  in." 

The  Council,  in  September,  had  its  dignity  affronted  in 
an  unprec('d(Mited  manner.  At  a  j)revious  meeting  the 
]\[ayor,  exercising  an  ancient  privili-ge,  nominated  one 
Robert  Bagnell  for  admittance  to  the  freedom  without 
the  payment  of  a  line,  and  a  confirmatoiy  order  was  passed 
as  a  matter  of  course.  But  his  worship  now  announced 
that  tliis  graceless  individual,  instead  of  feeling  thankful 
for  the  honour  confernid  upon  him,  liad  in  saucy  and  im- 
])ertinent  hmguage  contemned  and  dcs])ised  the  same.  The 
House,  much  incensed,  ordci'inl  the  ])r('\ions  resolution  to  be 
e\])nnged  from  tin*  minnte-lKiok,  and  declared  Jiagnell  to  bo 
for  evt'r  incapable  of  holding  the  freedom.  A  balm  to  the 
C'hambfr's  wound  was  aj)plied  a  few  days  hUer.  It  was 
,  intinuited  tliat  Sir  John  Churchill,  now  become  attorney- 
■genei'al  to  the  Duke  cjf  Yoi'k,  was  desirous  of  being  useful 
to  th<'.  city,  and  was  anxious  f(jr  an  offer  of  the  freedom. 
The  disreputable  incident  in  connection  with  Latly  Castle- 
maine  coidd  not  have  been  forgotten,  but  the  wily  lawyer 
had  pushed  liis  way  at  Court  by  this  and  other  baseness, 
and  the  Council,  "considering  in  what  stead  the  having  so 
Avorthy  a  member  might  be  t(,i  the  city,"  ordered  the  free- 
dom to  be  ])resented  to  him. 

The  rector  and  churchwardens  of  St.  Stephen's  parish 
petitioned  the  Chamber  in  October,  representing  that  the 
little  burial-ground  attached  to  the  church  was  so  full  of 
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dead  bodies  tliat  there  was  no  place  left  for  fresli  inter- 
ments, and  that  the  place  had  become  a  great  auno^^ance 
and  grievance  to  the  neighbourhood.  The  House  ordered 
that  a  fitting  piece  of  ground  in  tlie  ]\[arsli  should  be 
granted  to  the  parish  in  fee-farm,  a  rent  of  3.s\  4(1.  being 
reserved.  In  the  following  century  the  new  cemetery  also 
became  a  pestiferous  nuisance  from  the  same  canst?,  and  the 
Corporation  had  to  rejDurchase  the  ground  at  the  price 
demanded  by  the  vestry — £1,(KJ0. 

The  Council  were  requested  in  October  to  deal  with  a 
refractory  member  of  the  Feltmakers'  Company.  It  was 
stated  that  the  man  had  bought  several  parcels  of  felts,  but 
had  refused  to  allow  the  Company's  officers  to  inspect  them, 
and  had  resold  the  goods  before  they  had  been  ap])roved  as 
marketal)]e,  being  also  contumacious  and  discourteous  to 
the  magistrates  when  the^^  admonished  him.  The  House 
gave  the  offender  six  mouths  to  consider  tlie  enormity  of 
his  conchict ;  but  he  reaj)peared  in  April  as  stiff-necked  as 
before.  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  he  be  disfranchised 
and  thenceforth  treated  as  a  foreigner. 

The    Corporatioji   in  November  met  with  a  serious  dis- 
comfiture   in   the  Court  of  Exchequer,    a    judgm.Mit  lieiug 
given  against  them,  afttu'  a  long  and  costly  litigation,  in  a 
suit  raised   by   Sir  AVilliam   AValh-r,   the  lessee  under  the 
Crown  of  the  right  of  "  jnisage  "  of  wines.  .  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  in  the  disputes  res])ecting  royal   "purvey- 
ance "  in  the  early  years  of  tlie  criitury,  the  citizeus  resisted 
those   burdens  on   tlie   gTouiid    that    the  Crown    claimed  a 
right — unknown  in  other  ports — to  tak(.'  one  tun  of  wine  out 
of  every  cargo  of  from  ten  to  fwenty  tuns,  and  two  tuns  dut 
of  e\'crv  larger  iTiYgo,  brougjit  into  Bristol  ;  ,but  Jio  further 
information  res])ecting  this  "  ])risage  "  w<is  I'hen  obtainable. 
From  the  voluminous  documents  in  the  Kecord  Office  con- 
cerning the  above  suit,  however,  it  is  possible  to  give  further 
details.^    It  appears  from  depositions  that  the  Waller  family 
had  enjoj^ed  a  Jea.se  of  the  ])risage  for  several  generations, 
the  rent  paid  to  the  King   by  Sir  William  being  £500  a 
.year.    Earlj^  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  one  of  his  ancestors  sub- 
leased the  2'iglit  for  thii-ty-eiglit  years  to  several  jjrominent 
mem  bers  of  the  Corporation,  reserving  a  rent  of  £1 1  ( >,  together 
with  a  tax  of  £(!  for  every  tun  of  prisage.     At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  .sub-lease,  during  the  Civil  AVar,  the  right  re- 
vm-ted   to  the   AVallers,  wlio  obtained   a   fresh  grant  from 
Charles  II.  at  the  Restoration,  and  their  claim  to  theprolits 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  resisted.     In  the  middle 
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ages  the  Crown  riglit,  for  a  brief  space  in  every  year,  lapsed 
to  the  monks  of  St.  James's  Priory,   wlio  claimed  to   have 
the  right  of  prisage  on  wines  coming  into   port  during  tlie 
AVhitsun  week  by  virtue  of  a  charter  of  AVilliam,  Earl  of 
Gloucester.     Tins  pretension  was  held   to  be  valid  at  the 
suppression  of  the  monastery,  for  the  Aveek's  prisage  was 
granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  Brayne,   witli  the  rest  of  the 
Priory   estates.      Brayne's    two   representatives,    in    157!  >, 
divided  the  property   ))etween  them,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  the  prisage  should  betaken  b}^  them  in  alternate  j^ears, 
"for  ever."      In   10'27,  the  heir  of  one  of  these  men,  Sir 
Charles  Gerard,  sold  this  and  other  rights  to  tlie  Corpoi'a- 
tion    (see    p.    1)7),   but    there    is   no  evitleuco    in    the  civic 
arcluves   of'auy  receipt    from    jti'isage    for    nearly    half    a 
century.     But  in  May,  lG7o,  whcji  four  ships  reached  the 
Avon  during  tlie  Whitsun    week,    two    belonging    to    Sir 
llobert  Canii  and  one  to  AVilliam  Colston,  Avith  an  aggre- 
gate cargo  of  24U  tuns  of  wine,  AV^aller's  agent  selected  ten 
butts  of  Sj^anish  liquor,  worth  £10  per  butt,  and  two  tuns 
of  French,  valued  at  ci.!oSeacli,  and  pat  the  '-King's  mark" 
upon  them,  when  they  were  vicdently  seized  by  one  Jones, 
acting  U2)on  the  orders  of  the  Mayor,  and  removed  to  corj)0- 
rate  cellars,  the  Customs  duty,  ciJ72  -Is.,  being   paid    by   the 
ChamberUiin.     Sir  AVilliam    AValler  thereuj)on  commenced 
an  action  against  l)oth  the  Corj>oration  ;ind  tlie  importers, 
to  which  the  former  j)leaded    the   pri\'iiego  granted    to  the 
Priory.      Two    Commissions    A\-ere    issunl    by   the   Court  to 
take  local  evidence  as  to  the  facts,  ainl  llm  above  information 
is  drawn  from  the  depositions.      It   may  lie  of  importance  to 
add  that    W'a  ller's  tduef   \\it  uiss  alli-ged    t  hat,  aitlioiigh   the 
shi[)s  i-eaehed  tm    poi't  in   the    W'liitsuu    A\eidi^,    none  of  the 
Avines  Avere  entered  at  the  Custom  House  until  the  folloAving 
IMonday.      The  judgment  delivered    in    the   Court  of    Ex- 
cliequer  is   apj)ended    to   the   last   depi.sitions.     The  judges 
deterrnined  that  "no  jn'isage  Avas  due  Avithin  the  time  that 
the  cit}^  claimed  to  have  the  same,"  and  that  "the   prisage 
of  the  Avines  imported  as  aforesaid  are  not  Avithin  the  claim 
of  the  defendants."     Cann,  Colston,  and  the  other  impiorters 
Avere  therefore  ordered  to  pay  AV^aller  his  jjrisage,  de(kicting 
the  duty.  The  Corporation,  of  course,  bore  this  burden,  i:in(», 
and  also  paid  the  j^laintifi'  £5()  for  costs,  to  .say  nothing  of 
their  OAvn,  about  three  times  greater.     AVitli  the  exception 
of  a  sum  of  £4  I8.s\  (kl,  received  in  A])ril,  1G8U,  "for  duties 
of  goods  that  came  in  last  AVhitsun  Aveek,"  and  of  two  butts 
of  sherry,  taken  at  AVhitsuntide,  1G'J7,  the  city  authorities 
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do  not  appear  to  have  afterwards  reaped  any  profit  from 
their  prisage  riglits. 

For  some  years  previous  to  tliis  date,  there  liad  been 
occasional  manifestations  on  tlie  part  of  tlio  Cathedral 
authorities  of  a  desire  to  claim  immunity  from  civic  jurisdic- 
tion. In  1()()G,  to  give  an  example,  Nicholas  Pownell, 
l^egistrar  of  the  Consistory  Court,  who  had  built  himself  a 
house  in  Lower  College  Green,  together  with  tliree  of  his 
neighbours,  asserting  the  place  to  bo  extra  parochial,  refused 
to  pay  the  rate  of  twopence  weekly  then  assessed  on  all 
respectable  householders  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  ;  Ijut  the 
Corporation  ordered  the  rate  to  be  recovered  by  distraint, 
and  the  resistance  was  for  the  time  abandoned.  The  l)ean 
and  Chajjter  nevertheless  continued  to  sigh  for  the  inde- 
pendence enjoyed  b}'-  the  capitular  bodies  in  some  ancient 
cities,  and  they  probably  stiri'cd  uj)  Bishop  Carleton  to 
demand  a  sindlar  jnivilege  for  their  own  cathedral  precincts. 
The  bellicose  |u'elato  at  all  events  sought  to  shake  off  cor- 
porate control  in  a  characteristic  fashion.  The  Council 
learnt  in  April,  i()77,  that  his  lordship  was  seeking  to 
achieve  his  aim  by  foisting  a  clause  for  that  purpose  into  a 
Bill  then  before  Parliament  for  endowing  poor  vicarages. 
This  manceuvre  ])roving  unsuccessful,  the  campaign  was 
continuetl  in  another  form  by  the  Chapter.  In  IMay,  the 
IMayor  and  Aldermen,  appealing  to  the.  Recorder  for  his 
assistance,  forwarded  a  demand  made  by  the  Dean  and 
prebendaries,  "the  pur[)ort  whereof,"  say  the  writers,  "is 
to  exempt  themselves,  not  only  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
city,  but  from  all  tempoi'al  jurisdiction  whatever."  Sir 
Ivolu'rt  Atkyns's  replv  has  l)i'cii  lust,  hut  in  diine  he  was 
apprisiMJ  that  the  J)'.:an  and  Chapicr  "  persevere  in  the  con- 
test with  tlui  city  with  uiiseendy  rigour  and  severity,  as  by 
arresting  the  IMayor  "- — an  incident  on  which  we  have  no 
further  information,  exce])t  that  one  of  the  prebendaries,  in 
a  letter  to  the  Primate,  alleged  that  the  outrage  was  ordered 
by  the  l^ishop.  Tlie  Ivecorder  ap|)ears  to  hav(3  advised  the 
Corporation  to  apply  for  relief  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  for 
the  next  effort  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  was  an  appeal  to 
Lord  Finch,  setting  forth  the  aggressive  tactics  of  their 
opponents,  who,  Avith  unbecoming  heat  and  ardour,  were 
claiming  immunities  in  derogation  of  undoubted  civic 
rights;  "and  not  only  so,  but  they  luive  endeavoured  to 
shorten  the  jurisdiction  and  extent  of  the  city,  by  depriving 
us  of  almost  a  whole  ])arish,  claimed  by  them  as  a  distinct 
and  separate  jurisdiction."      These   claims,    continued  the 
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applicants,  liad  been  prosecuted  at  tlio  instigation  of  the 
Bishop  ;  and  not  contented  witli  this  aggression,  these  con- 
federates were  labouring  to  oljtain  a  Commission  of  chari- 
table uses,  to  be  worked  by  their  own  creatures,  openly 
declaring  that  the}'-  were  aiming  at  an  inquisition  "  into 
the  arcana  of  the  city."  Flattered,  perhaps,  by  the  eulogium 
of  his  wisdom  and  ability,  with  which  the  writers  concluded, 
the  Chancellor  appears  to  liave  directed  JMr.  Justice  Jones, 
who  came  down  fur  the  autumn  assizes,  to  in(p.nre  into  the 
case,  for  the  judge  certainly  requested  Sir  John  Churchill  to 
endeavour  to  accommodate  the  controversy  between  th(3 
Corporation  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Bishop  and  Chapter 
on  the  other.  The  Council,  in  September,  assented  to 
Churchill's  interveution,  lait  ordered  their  determination 
"  to  be  kept  secret,"  and  jiroliilMted  any  member  from  ••  pre- 
suming to  discourse  of  it  under  severe  penalties."  It  is 
clear  from  the  total  disa])pearance  of  the  subject  in  later 
minutes  that  the  Dean  and  Chapter  eventually  Avithdrew 
their  |)retensions  as  unsustainable.  The  Commission  also 
])roved  a  failure,  and  no  further  record  remains  of  it  in  the 
civic  books  exciept  a  disbursement  of  .4^15  for  ex])enses 
entailed  on  the  C-orpoi'ation. 

A  vague  tradition  existed  in  the  cit}'  early  in  the  present 
century  that  two  l;)rothers  of  Edward  Colston  wi-re  mur- 
dered in  Spain  during  their  residence  in  that  country  as 
agents  of  their  father,  AVilliam.  Th(^  true  facts  resjiecting 
the  matter  have  beenunexpectedly  discovered  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Privy  Council.  On  June  22nd,  1(577,  their  ]ordshi])s 
considered  a  jtetition  from  William  Colston,  Esq.,  of  Bristol, 
setting  fort  li  that  his  ,.on  William  was  barbarously  mur- 
dered at  Lisbon,  on  J)ecember  lliih,  1(57"),  by  a  stab  with 
a  dagger  knife,  given  by  one  Hutchinson,  an  Englishman, 
without  provocation  ;  that  tlie  petitioner,  upon  hearing 
that  Hutchinson  was  coming  to  England,  caused  him  to  be 
apjirehended  by  warrant  and  committed  to  Newgate  ;  but 
that  it  was  stated  he  could  not  be  tried  here  without  a  special 
commissioji ;  and  therefore  prayed  that  such  a  commission 
might  be  granted  by  the  King.  The  Council  ordered  that 
the  Keeper  of  Kewgate  (presumably  the  gaol  in  London) 
should  bring  the  ])risoner,  unde]-  a  strong  guard,  before  the 
King  in  Council,  live  days  later,  when  Colston  was  to  take 
care  to  have  his  witnesses  present.  The  parties  accordiiigly 
appeared  on  the  27th,  when  clear  evidence  was  given  that 
Hutchinson  had  ])erpetrated  a  barbarous  murder;  but  it 
was  also  shown   that  he  had   been  tried  in  Portugal,  and 
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acquitted.  The  Council  then  ordered  the  Attorney-General 
to  confer  with  the  judges  as  to  what  should  be  done  ;  hut 
the  law  officer  reported  on  July  2( Jth  that  owing  to  the 
approaching  assizes  the  judges  had  been  unable  to  consider 
the  matter.  The  Council  thereupon  directed  that  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  should  take  bail  for  the  appearance  of 
Hutchinson  in  the  following  Micliaehnas  term.  As  tliere 
is  no  further  reference  to  the  subject,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  the  miscreant  escaped  Ids  deserts. 

The  Corporation  had  liitherto  limited  the  operations  of 
the  scavenger  to  the  central  districts  under  their  control, 
and  left  tlie  outlying  parishes  to  malce  provision  for  them- 
selves. The  Court  of  quarter  sessions  now  suggesting  that 
some  assistance  should  be  rendered  to  the  neglected  locali- 
ties, the  Council  voted  the  innniiicent  sum  of  £H  each  to 
tlie  authorities  of  8t.  Augustine's  and  St.  James's  "  towards 
keeping  the  ])arishes  clean"  for  the  ensuing  ^^ear.  St. 
]\li(diael's  jjarish  was  considered  to  be  equitably  treated  by 
a  dole  of  20.v. 

(^ueen  Catherine  being  on  a  visit  to  Batli,  the  Corpora- 
tion felt  it  obligatory  to  olFei-  ln^r  the  hospitality  of  the 
city,  anil,  on  the  invitation  being  graciously  acce])ted,  due 
])reparations  Avere  ordereil  for  Her  Majesty's  reception  on 
July  11th.  The  city  treasury  being  in  its  chronic  condi- 
tion of  emptiness,  the  hrst  step  was  to  borrow  money,  and 
Sir  AVilliam  Cann  generously  offered  the  loan  of  i^iilKJ  for 
a  month,  free  of  interest.  It  Avas  then  resolved  that  the 
roj^al  guest  should  be  con(ln(.te<l  by  way.  of  Castle  Green, 
that  all  the  streets  shouli'  be  thickly  sanded  from  Castle 
Gate  to  Snuill  Street,  and  t  lat  the  members  of  the  Council 
should  [)aradi^  in  blaek  fnrrt'd  robes.  As  tlu;  route  of  the 
procession  involved  the;  [)assing  (^f  Newgate,  the  keeper 
received  instructions  to  ])revent  the  prisoiiers — who  clam- 
orously begged  for  alms  daily  from  inside  the  grated  portal 
— from  making  a  display  of  their  w]-etchedness.  The  story 
of  the  Queen's  arrival  at  LawfonTs  (late,  inchuling  the 
solemn  oration  of  the  Town  Clerk,  the  bareheaded  march 
of  the  Mayor  before  tlui  royal  coaeli,  a]id  the  firing  of 
salutes,  is  almost  a  stereotyped  reprodtiction  of  the  account 
of  the  King  and  Queen's  arrival  fourteen  j^ears  earlier. 
The  feast  oifered  to  Pier  IMajesty  was  ]n'epared  in  the 
mansion  of  the  Creswick  family  in  Small  Street — one  of 
the  finest  in  the  city,  though  probably  uninhabited  after 
the  death  of  Sir  Irhnny.  The  Frencli  cook  always  engaged 
on  state  occasions  a})pears  to  have   spared  no  expense  in 
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pi'odncing  a  regal  entertainment,  for  the  note  of  cliarges 
showed  a  total  of  £41-().  After  dinner  tlie  (^ue^n  proeeeded 
to  tlie  Hot  AVell  in  her  coach,  attended  by  the  gallant  Earl 
of  Ossory  and  a  numerous  Court,  inspected  the  magnificent 
ravine,  still  almost  unmutilated  hy  qnarr3^men,  and  took 
a  draught  from  the  spring  that  was  then  fast  liecoming 
famous.  Then,  after  a  short  repose  in  Small  Street,  Her 
Majesty  started  on  her  return  journey,  and  reached  Bath 
late  in  the  evening.  In  the  following  year,  the  Chamber- 
lain l)ought  six  yards  of  damask  at  \ls.  a  yard,  to  make  a 
tablecloth  for  Aklerman  Crabb,  the  cloth  that  he  had  lent 
for  the  feast  having  djeen  stained  and  spoiled;  but  the 
discarded  article  was  I'ctained  at  the  Council  House,  boiup" 
deemed  good  enough  '•  for  the  citj^'s  use." 

The  amenities  of  Newgate  are  l)riefly  sketched  in  a 
])etition  presented  to  the-  Council  in  July  by  the  lato 
Keeper  of  the  gaol.  The  a]-)pl leant  set  forth  that  for  the 
better  health  of  the  prison,  wliich  Avas  ch^se,  and  had  no 
rules  (liberties)  like  some  other  gaols,  and  was  made  noi- 
some by  the  unwholesome  stenches  from  the  whitawers' 
.(curriers')  pits  lying  under  the  walls,  he  had  built  a  small 
house,  and  made  a  ■walk,  with  benches,  wlience  the  prisoners 
could  view. the  country,  much  to  their  health.  Praj'^er  was 
made  for  the  repayment  of  the  outla_v,  but  tlie  lm])eeunious 
Council  did  not  rcs])onil  to  the  call. 

About  tliis  time  the  Corporation  seem  to  have  been 
advised  by  the  Town  Clerk  or  some  other  legal  authority 
that  they  were  entitled  to  I'eceiA'e  the  rents  for  booths  and 
other  standings  erected  in  St.  lames's  chundiyard  during 
\\io  annual  sumnun-  fair — an  liicomo  which,  as  stated  in, 
])agt>  2s7,  had  been  previously  enjo3-ed  b^-  the  p(j,rish.  The 
first  mention  of  the  subject  occurs  in  the  Council  minutes 
of  September  '25th,  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  parishion- 
ers shoidd  prcxluce  their  title  to  the  profits,  and  that  unless 
they  paid  over  the  money  collected  at  the  last  fair,  a  suit 
should  be  raised  for  its  recovery.  As  no  reference  to  the 
dispute  is  to  be  found  in  any  local  histoiy,  it  may  be  well 
to  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  facts  in  a  connected  form. 
On  receiving  the  above  intimation,  the  churchwardens 
refused  to  distribute  the  money  in  their  hands  in  the 
customary  way,  whereupon,  in  January,  1078,  a  petition 
from  "  sundry  poor  ]wo]jle  "  of  the  parish  was  presented  to 
Bishop  Carleton  and  others,  the  Commissioners  for  charit- 
able uses  under  the  commission  already  referred  to,  alleging 
that  the  profits  of  the  fair  in  the  churchyard,  from  time 
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immemorial,  liad  been  gathered  by  the  churcliwardens  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor,  but  that  the  existing  ofHcers  with- 
iield    the    nionuy,    pretending    that   the   Corporation   were 
outitled  to  it  ;   wherefore   the  petitioners  jn-ayed  that  the 
wardens  sliould  be  compelled  to  distribute  it  in  the  usual 
manner.     The  sitting   Commissioners    (Sir   Francis    Fane, 
Edward  Gorges  and  others)  ordered   the  summoning  of  a 
jury  of  twenty-four  inhabitants,  not  being  St.  James's  men 
or  free  burgesses  ;  and  this  Ixnly,  on  January   li»tli,  found 
that  the  churcliwardens,  for  time  out  of  mind,  had  let  the 
standings  in  the  churcliyard  and  received  the  rents,  as  was 
proved  by  leases  produced,  dating  from  the  8th  Henry  IV. 
to   the  iiUth  Elizabeth;    and  that   the   money,   about\€o() 
yearly,  had  been  distributed  amongst  the  poor.     Nothing 
further  appears  to  liave  been  dorie  by  th'e  Commissioners, 
who   were    ignored    by    the    Corporation  ;     but    a    suit   in 
Chancery  was  raised  soon   afterwards   by   the  ]\Eayor   and 
Commonalty,  against  Thomas  Home  (tlie  incumbent)  and 
the  parishioners  of  St.  James's.    After  })kuidings  in  London, 
the  Court  ordei-ed  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  ujjon  the  spot, 
and  the  Commissioiiers  appointed  for  that  ])urpose,  Robert 
Henley  and  Francis  Yeanums,  sat  at  the  White  Lion  inn 
on    September  24th,    KWO,  to  take   evidence.     The  deposi- 
tions made  on  behalf  of  tlie  plaintif'ts  have  not  been  ])re- 
served,   but  it    is   clear   that    the    Corporation  claimed   to 
possess  the  freehold  of  the  cliurchyard.    On  the  other  hand, 
the  witnesses  for  the  i)arish  sliowed  that  the  wardens  were 
accustomed  to  receive  2.y.  yearl}-  from  tlj(i  holders  of  every 
house  having  a  door  opening  on  tlie  cemeter}',  and  that 
seizures    for    this    rent    had    lio"".    sometimes    made.       The 
minister    and   cU'rlc    Jtad   eaidi    a    houst>.  rent  free,   oiiening 
upon    the    churcliyard,    the    yearly    value  ''of    Avhich    was 
estimated  at  .I'd  and  £2  respectively.     The  herbage  of  the 
ground  once  brought  in  a  rent  to  the  parish  of  dd.s-.,  but 
liad  become  valueless  by  reason  of  the  numerous  footpaths. 
The  i)arish  clerk  dejiosed  that  the  Corj:)o ration  had  never 
claimed  the  profits  of  the  fair  until  within  the   last   few 
years.     The  Avardens,  thirty  years  previous,  threw  down  all 
the  trees  in  the  lower  walk,  and  sold  the  timber  to  pay  for 
the  re-casting  of  the  church  bells  ;  but  the  witness  admitted 
that  Sir  Robert  Yeamans,  when  Mayor,  forbade  a  baker  to 
shroud  the  trees,  though  the  man  had  the  consent  of  the 
wardens.       After   further   proceedings,    in    the   course   of 
which  "  the  vast  expense  of  the  suit "  is  noticed  in  the 
Council   minutes,   the   Lord    Chancellor   ordered,    in  Jul}'^, 
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1G81,  that  a  trial  of  the  cause  at  common  hiw  should  take 
])lace  at  the  ensuing  assizes.  But  on  February  11th,  H'lS^, 
his  lordship  was  informed  by  the  counsel  for  the  parish  that 
the  plaintiffs  had  neglected  to  bring  the  case  to  trial,  and 
that  the  wardens  had  quietly  collected  the  jn-ofits.of  the 
last  fair,  and  had  handed  them  to  Sir  Robert  iJann  (doubt- 
less appointed  receiver  by  the  Court).  It  was  therefore 
asked  that  Sir  Robert  should  bo  ordered  to  i-efund  the 
money — about  £3G— so  that  it  might  bo  distributed 
amongst  the  poor.  This  the  Chancellor  thought  reason- 
able, and  ordered  it  to  be  done  unless  the  phiiiitiifs  showed 
cause  to  the  contrarj^  The  Corporation  a])pealed,  but  the 
order  for  repayment  was  confirmecl,  and  the  Court  again 
directed  the  case  to  be  tried  at  the  local  assizes.  But  after 
five  years'  litigation,  tlie  Council  abandoned  their  chiim, 
and  on  Oct(.)ber  llJth,  1()82,  rescinded  the  authoiity  giveii 
to  Sir  John  Knight  to  prosecute  the  suit  in  London. 

1'he  early  Bristol  Volunteers  (see  p.  93)  were  revived 
and  reorganized  in  1()77.  On  September  2r)th  the  Couucil 
gave  onh'rs  that  such  gentlenuMi  as  might  think  ht  to  join 
an  Association  of  an  Artillery  Yard,  for  their  better  in- 
struction in  military  discipline,  might  have  tlie  use  of  the 
Bowliug  Green  in  the  ]\Iarsh,  on  making  au  agreement 
with  the  tenant.  In  the  following  February,  the  Marquis 
of  AVorcester,  Lord-Lieutenant,  expressed  his  a])])roval  of 
the  movement,  Avheii  a  committee  of  the  Council  was 
appointed,  apparently  at  his  suggestion,  to  make  terms 
with  the  tenant  of  the  Bowling  Green,  or  to  obtain  some 
other  })icce  of  ground,  for  conversion  iido  an  ArtilK'ry  Yard. 
Subsfqiieidly,  the  King's  approbati.-u  was  signiJied  to  the 
Manjuis,  who  nominated  his  son,  Lord  Herbert,  to f,be captain 
and  leader  of  the  Company,  whicli  had  also  a  lieutenant 
and  ensign.  From  the  tenor  of  the  rules  drawn  up  for  the 
regulation  of  the  corps,  it  is  evident  that  the  members,  who 
numbered  more  than  a  hundred,  were  all  of  ultra-royalist 
principles.  The  dress  of  the  ])ikemen  aud  musketeers  was 
a  grey  cloth  coat,  scarlet  breeches  and  stockings,  and  a  white 
hat. 

An  official  return  to  the  Government  of  the  amount  of  Cus- 
toms duties  received  at  the  various  jiorts  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  Michaelmas,  ir)77,  is  amongst  the  State 
Papers  of  the  year.  The  chief  receipts  were: — at  London, 
£ryj7,7()4;  Bristol,  £r)r),94:();  Hull,  £21,480  ;_Exeter,  £17,921. 
In  other  ports  the  collections  were  insignilicant,  Liverpool 
producing  £3,B07. 
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Robert  Lippyat,  "distilJer  and  metlieglin  maker,"  was 
admitted  a  freeman  by  the  Conncil  in  October,  on  pay- 
ment of  £20.  Metheglin — a  beer  made  from  honey — ^^'as 
then  a  jDopnhir  beverage,  especially  favonred  by  Welshmen. 
At  the  same  meeting,  the  llev.  Nieholas  Penwarne,  rector 
of  St.  Stephen's,  petitioned  for  admittance  as  a  bnrgess, 
pleading  that  he  had  many  children,  with  a  jirobability 
of  having  many  more,  to  wliom  the  freedom  might  be  bene- 
ficial. His  request  having  been  acceded  to,  applications 
to  the  same  eli'fct  were  forthwith  made  by  the  vicar  of  St. 
Augustine's  and  the  incumbent  of  St.  AA'^erburgh's  and  St. 
John's,  both  of  whom  Avere  granted  a  similar  favour  gratis. 
A  few  months  later,  a  liibdunT,  who  must  have  had  an 
influential  "[latron  in  the  Chamber,  was  also  admitted  free, 
''  to  make  him  capable  of  an  almshouse."'     > 

Sir  Hnm])lirey  Hooke,  ]\r.P.,  died  in  October,  causing  a 
vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the  city.  Never  losing  an 
opportunity  of  venting  his  malignity,  Sir  R.  Ellsworth  wrote 
at  once  to  Secretary  AVilliamson,  stating  that  Sir  Robert 
Cann  would  endeavour  to  gd't  elected,  though  he  had  in- 
stigated his  father  to  disloyalty  in  ](i4i>,  and  had  made 
grossly  dislo3'al  speeches  himself,  wliich  the  writer  [)i-()fessed 
to  quote,  though  he  acknowledged  he  had  gathered  them  from 
hearsay.  Cann,  he  iulds,  will  be  elected  by  tlie  Dissenters, 
who  are  two-thirds  of  the  ("ity,  uidess  he  js  interdicted  by 
the  King's  order.  A  new  wi'it  was  issued  in  the  following- 
January,  when  Sir  Robert  was  (dected  without  opjiosition. 
Although  Hooke  had  received  great  wiMdth  from  his  grand- 
fa  ther,  he  died  in  embari-assed  circumstances,  and  in.l(!80 
his  trustees  ilisposed  of  his  tine  estate  at  Kiugsweston  to 
Sir    Ivobert.  Southwell. 

An  innovation  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  winter.  To 
this  time,  although  all  the  litt.le  candles  illuminating  tlie 
streets  were  expected  to  burn  out  by  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  watchmen  who  came  on  duty  at  that  hour 
had  patrolled  throughout  dark  nights  without  having  the 
means  to  distinguish  an  honest  man  from  a  rogue.  In 
November,  however,  the  Chamberlain  expended  £1  ll*-.  11(/. 
in  providing  "  candles  for  the  watch."  The  outlay  after- 
Avards  amounted  to  about  £14  yearly.  No  provision  of 
lanterns  was  made  by  the  Chamber,  but  the  outlay  for  that 
purpose  was  doubtless  paid  out  of  the  watch  rate. 

Two  somewhat  puzzling  items  occur  in  the  civic  accounts 
of  the  year.  On  the  debit  side  is  the  following: — "Paid  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice's  Receiver,  two  years'  exhibition  money 
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to  tlie  poor  prisoners  in  tlio  King's  Bench  and  Marslialsea 
[two  well-known  London  gaols],  £i  4.v."  No  sucli  item 
ap])ears  in  previous  audit  books,  and  no  explanation  of  the 
liability  is  f(jrthcuniing.  The  charge  must  have  been  forth- 
with assessed  upon  householders,  for  the  following  entry  is 
found  on  the  credit  side  of  the  accounts  : — "  Collected  from 
the  churchwardens  for  one  (sic)  year's  arrears  due  for  re- 
lief of  the  prisoners  in  the  King's  Bench  and  Marslialsea, 
£1)  IBi'."  In  the  audit  book  for  1671),  a  payment  of  £4  4.s-. 
is  again  entered,  but  on  this  occasion  the  Chamberlain 
collected  £19  lO.v.  from  the  parishes,  leaving  a  handsome 
profit  on  the  transaction.  The  disbursement  continued  for 
several  years,  and  then  disappears  as  mysteriously^  as  it  arose: 

The  liecorder.  Sir  Robert  Atkyns,  having  refused  for  three 
years  to  accept  the  customary  fees  of  liis  ofiice,  the  Corpor- 
ation presented  liim  in  January,  1078,  with  some  handsome 
plate,  costing  £5!)  18.s-.  ikl.  Sir  Robert  had  been  since  1G7!2 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  w^as 
often  consulted  by  the  Governinent  on  business  connected 
with  Bristol.  In  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Knight  to  the 
Ma^'-or,  in  the  following  June,  it  a])pears  that  Bishop 
Carloton  had  Umn  "soliciting  for  another  Commission 
of  cliaritable  uses,  the  better  still  to  allVont  the  magistrates 
and  trample  ujxm  them,"  but  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
refused  until  he  could  consult  "our  Recorder,"  whose  dis- 
ai)proval  could  bo  foreseen.  The  letter  also  refers  to  the 
Bishop's  high-handed  conduct  in  indacting  one  Home  into 
the  incumbency  of  St.  James's,  "  without  our  consent," 
although  "  our  lay  fee,  and  no  parish  church." 

Kit  luT  from  disgust  at  Bishop  'Jcirhion's  conduct,  or  dis- 
content at  th(^  ])oli('y  of  the  G(ivcrnment,  a  notable  change 
took  place  about  this  time  in  Sir  John  Knight's  ])o]itical 
sentiments.  In  February,  1()78,  in  consequence  of  the 
King's  pretended  desire  for  war  with  France,  the  House  of 
Commons  voted  large  supplies,  which  were  coolly  appro- 
priated to  other  purposes,  and  soon  afterwards  Charles 
made  a  secret  treaty  of  peace  with  Louis  XIV.,  who  granted 
him  a  pension  of  £300,0(X).  The  King  then  asked  for  further 
supplies  for  disbanding  his  forces,  and  for  an  addition  to  his 
revenue  that  would  have  made  him  independent  of  Parlia- 
ment. Upon  the  announcement  of  these  demands,  Knight, 
hitherto  a  vigorous  supporter  of  the  Government,  gave  vent 
to  his  feelings  with  much  vivacity.  Laying  his  hand  upon 
his  heart,  he  declared  that  such  large  sums  were  demanded 
that  the  nation  could  not  bear  them,  on  which  I\Ir.  Pepys, 

c  c 
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anpoyed  at  this  defection,  asserted  tliat  it  the  member  for 
Bristol  laid  one  hand  on  his  heart,  he  should  hiy  the  other 
on  his  face,  for  shame — a  taunt  for  Avhicli  he  Avas  inconti- 
nently forced  to  make  a  humljle  apology.  Sir  John  Knii^dit 
renewed  his  opposition  a  few  days  later,  declaring  that 
from  the  povert}^  of  the  people  it  was  impossible  to  grant 
the  demands.  "At  this  rate  we  shall  soon  wear  wooden 
shoes."  After  calling  for  an  abolition  of  pensions  he  con- 
cluded by  moving  a  resolution  requiring  the  revenue  to  he 
better  managed,  and  though  his  motion  was  not  imt,  the 
House  refused  to  discuss  the  King's  requests.  Sir  John 
thenceforth  became  a  sturdy  opponent  of  the  ]\Iinistr3^  Iil 
the  following  December  he  moved  the  ini])eachment  of  five 
Roman  Catholic  peers,  and  a  fortnight  later,  overflowing 
with  rage  on  the  discovery  of  the  King's  base  treaty  with 
France,  he  was  one  of  the  loudest  in  demanding  the  impeach- 
ment of  Lord  Dauby,  by  whom  it  had  been  negotiated. 

The  3^ear  1()78  is  memorable  for  having  produced  Titus 
Gates's  first  villainous  fictions  respecting  an  alleged  Popish 
Plot,  which  threw  the  mition  for  a  time  into  a  (lelirium  of 
mingled  fury  and  teri-or.  The  immense  popularity  of  the 
arch-impostor  naturally  In-onght  imitators  and  rivals  into 
tlie  field,  and  amongst  those  who  took  part  in  spilling  inno- 
cent blood  was  a  wretch  named  Williain  Bedloe.  This  man, 
born  at  Chepstow,  where  m  3^outh  he  worked  as  a  cobbler, 
spent  his  early  manhood  as  a  menial  servant  to  Englishmen 
travelling  on  the  continent;  but  subsequently  pretended 
that  he  was  employed  l)y  tlie  Jesuits  as  an  emissary  to 
liome,  Spain,  anrl  Flanders.  AVhen  Oat^^ became  the  popu- 
lar idol,  and  a.  second  witness  was  finiiuniieedful  to  swear 
awu}'  the  lives  of  ])eaceful  Ivomanists,  a  roAvard  was  oftereil 
for  an  informer.  Bedloe,  then  living  in  'Bristol,  at  once 
made  a  communication  to  the  Mayor,  John  Lloyd,  a  pom- 
pous and  credulous  "Welshman,  who,  according  to  Eoger 
North,  loved  to  embroider  his  lofty  talk  with  "tags  of 
Latin."  His  worship,  a  fervent  believer  in  the  "devilish 
design"  proclaimed  by  Gates,  lost  no  time  in  apprising  the 
Government  of  the  startling  disclosures  made  by  Bedloe, 
and  received  immediate  instructions  to  send  the  informer  to 
London,  where  he  arrived,  wrote  Secretary  Coventry,  "  on 
the  7tli  instant  (November)  very  safely,  by  your  ])rudent 
directions,  for  which  I  am  to  return  you  his  JMajestj^'s 
thanks."  Lloyd  was  in  fact  knighted 'for  his  "eminent 
services."  Bedloe  forthwith  strove  to  outstrip  Gates  in  the 
concoction  of  alarming  fictions,  and  swore  to  the  existence 
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of  a  vast  2)lot  for  the  landinr^  of  a  Popisli  army  and  a  general 
massacre  of  Protestants.  His  lying  depositions  respecting 
the  mnrder  of  Sir  Edmunrlbnry  Godfrey  so  gratified  the 
House  of  Commons  that  he  was  voted  £300.  By  March, 
1(179,  he  was  as  popular  as  Gates,  was  feasted  by  the  citizens 
of  London,  and  received  £10  a  Aveek  from  the  Government, 
wliilst  he  was  living  at  the  rate  of  i!"2.(  K  Hj  a  year.  He  soon 
after  married  a  woman  of  a  small  fortune,  with  whom  he 
returneil  to  the  AVest  of  England.  An  earJy  trace  of  him 
is  to  1)3  found  in  the  archives  at  Bachninton.  Writing  on 
September  oth  from  Monmouth  to  the  Marquis  of  Worcester 
(a  Romanist),  he  asserts  that  he  had  made  it  his  business,  in 
j)assing  through  Reading,  Bristol,  Gloucester,  and  other 
towns,  to  contradict  reports  unfavimrable  to  his  lordshi}), 
and  whenever  he  found  accusations  against  the  ]\[arquis 
lying  in  the  coffee-rooms,  he  had  torn  them  up,  and  had 
sent  some  of  the  coffee  men  to  prison.  He  soon  aft^r  settled 
in  Bristol,  and  lived  on  Stony  Hill  fLower  Park  Row)  for 
several  months.  In  the  summer  of  1(580  he  went  back  to 
London,  doubtless  ])repared  with  a  fresh  batch  of  forgeries 
and  informations,  but  the  national  mania  was  subsiding, 
and  his  impudent  assurance  was  so  shaken  by  the  brow- 
beating arrogance  of  Jeffreys  that  he  again  returned  t() 
Bristol,  where  he  was  stricken  with  fever.  On  August  Kith, 
whilst  (yhief  Justice  North  was  being  entertained  to  dinner 
by  the  'J\jwn  Clerk,  Sir  John  Knight  hui-rieil  to  the  house 
to  inform  his  lordshij)  that  the  sick  man,  then  lying  with 
little  hope  of  recovery,  wished  to  make  an  important  com- 
munication. North  undertook  to  visit  ]kMll(^iN.n  tln'  course 
of  \\\i\  evening,  but  btmig  strongly  ilistrustful  of  the  rogue, 
and  drt'ading  a-  snare  "to  put  a  sham  plot  up/')n  him,"  he 
requested  the  two  Sheriffs,  his  brotlun-  Roger,  and  others,  to 
accompany  him.  On  the  arrival  of  the  party,  Bedloe  made 
a  lengthy  speech,  in  wliich  he  declared,  on  the  faith  of  a 
dying  man,  that  all  his  evidence  had  been  truthful;  and 
then,  having  been  sworn,  he  solemnly  asserted  that  the 
Duke  of  York  had  been  concerned  in  the  plot,  and  that  tlie 
(^ueen  had  promised  to  give  money  to  introduce  the  Popish 
religion.  The  deposition  Avas  sent  up  to  Secretarj'-  Jenkins, 
and  the  Chief  Justice  was  subsequently  summoned  before 
the  House  of  Commons  to  give  a  further  account  of  the 
interview.  The  deposition  was  afterwards  published,  by 
order  of  the  House.  Bedloe,  who  was  in  extreme  poverty, 
died  on  Friday,  August  20th.  On  the  following  Sunday 
his  body  lay  "in  state"  in  the  Tailors'  Hall,  and  Avas  buried 
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in  tlie  evening  at  tlie  entrance  to  the  Maj'-or's  cliapel  in  the 
presence  of  a  great  company,  the  Maj'-or  attending  the  cere- 
mony, and  several  members  of  the  Council  ''  bearing  up 
the  pall." 

In  despite  of  tlie  unpopularity  of  the  impost,  a  Poll  Tax 
was  sanctioned  by  Parliament  at  this  time,  and  the  local 
commissioners  appointed  to  supervise  its  collection  have  left 
some  imperfect  records  of  their  proceedings.  Unfortunately, 
nothing  is  to  be  found  respecting  the  amount  extorted  from 
the  inhabitants.  The  tax  was  levied  on  a  sliding  scale, 
extending  from  dukes  to  common  labourers^  and  the  few 
details  preserved  relate  to  appeals  for  abatements,  gentle- 
men who  generally  claimed  the  title  of  esquire  showing 
remarkable  eagerness  to  repudiate  the  rank  Avhen  they 
were  called  upon  to  pay  for  it.  The  following  are  s]5ecimens 
of  numerous  minutes  : — "  Ordered,  that  the  Sheriffs  be  eased 
from  being  Esquires,  and  reduced  to  the  qualit}'  of  gentle- 
men, and  be  assessed  at  £1  each  for  their  titles,  and  £i  each 
for  moneys,  etc.  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Earle  [a  very 
wealthy  man,  knighted  soon  afterwai'ds]  be  assessed  only 
at  £1  for  his  ([uality  of  gentleman,  and  £8  for  moneys,  etc. 
Ordered,  that  ]\tr.  Jolm  Lloyd  [another  future  knight,  famed 
for  pomposity]  be  eased  of  the  title  of  Esquire,  and  be 
assessed  at  CI  for  liis  (juality  of  gentleman,  and  20,s-,  for 
moneys." 

The  Corporation,  in  September,  lOTS,  granted  to  h^liabod 
Cliauncy,  a  professor  of  physic  ami  a  prominent  Dissenter, 
a  lease  for  four  lives  of  a  piece  of  void  ground  in  Castle 
Green  at  a  rent  of  £2  (i.v.  8(7.  A  now  chapel  for  the  congre- 
gation worsliipping  in  that  lorality  was  soon  aftorwaiils 
erected  on  j)art  of  this  site.  Another  \i\kiso  of  this  year 
disclo.ses  the  curious  fact  that  the  building  called  liedclilf 
(late  contained  in  fact  two  gates,  having  a  dwelling  be- 
twixt them.  Prooni  Gate  was  constructed  in  the  same 
manner. 

The  first  improvement  scheme  carried  out  by  the  Common 
Council,  for  facilitating  traffic  in  the  ancient  streets,  dates 
from  this  period.  Between  the  end  of  Thomas  Street  and 
Bristol  Bridge  was  a  narrow  and  obsti-uctive  defile  called 
Leaden  AValls,  the  houses  in  which  belonged  to  the  Tailors' 
Company.  The  Corporation,  having  taken  a  lease  of  the  pro- 
jjerty  for  seventy-five  years,  demolislied  some  of  the  houses, 
including  the  Lamb  tavern  at  the  end  of  Tucker  Street, 
wi<lened  the  thoroughfare  by  eight  feet,  and  finally  relet 
the  new  and  other  dwellings,  the  improvement  being  effected 
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at  little  or  no  expense.  Thomas  Street  was  then  extended 
to  tlie  Bridge,  the  old  name  of  Leaden  AValls  being  abolished. 
The  new  Lamb  tavern  let  for  £(J*J  a  year — a  remarkable 
rent  for  the  period. 

A  fresh  and  violent  quarrel  between  the  Corporation  and 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  broke  out  in  1(378,  and  continued  for 
several  years.  Little  information  respecting  it  can  be  found 
in  the  corporate  records,  but  some  references  to  the  squabble 
are  preserved  in  the  Tanner  MSS.  in  tlie,  Bodleian  Library 
and  in  the  State  Papers.  It  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that 
the  dispute  was  jjrovoked  by  the  insolence  of  Bishop 
Carleton.  Down  to  1()77  it  had  always  been  the  custom  to 
pray  for  the  Corporation  in  the  Bidding  Prayer  ^before  the 
dignitaries  of  the  church.  This  the  Bishop  ordered  to  be 
altered,  and  as  some  of  the  Chapter  refused  to  obe}'-  the  in- 
struction, he  reviled  them  in  his  visitation  address  for  giving 
precedence  to  a  parcel  of  coopers  and  cobblers,  and  brought 
them  into  "  much  derision  in  the  streets."  He  next  fell 
upon  Prebendary  Crossman,  as  tlie  leader  of  the  refractory 
party,  ordering  him  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
suspended  for  disobedience,  and  jiublicly  abused  him  as  a 
perjured  and  saucy  fellow,  who  ought  to  have  liis  gown 
pulled  off  his  back.  Finally  he  went  off  to  Newmarket 
races  to  ciomplain  to  the  King  against  both  the  Chapter  and 
the  Cor])oration,  and  doubtless  to  make  fresh  appeals  for 
translation  from  what  he  called  his  "  beggarly  see."  It 
seems  probable  that  (Jrossman  and  his  allies  sought  to  win 
the  Corporation  back  to  the  cathedral,  which  they  had 
deserted,  ])y  continuing  the  ancient  form  of  the  Bidding 
Prayer.  But  the  Council  now  set  up,  or  jiossibly  re\'ived,  a 
<'Iiiiin  to  ha-vt'  ihcir  Stat(^  Sword  carried  ert'ct  into  the  choir 
before  the  i\Iay()r  and  his  brellircui,  and  to  |iave  it  main- 
tained in  that  p(jsition  throughout  the  service  ;  whilst  the 
Chapter  insisted  that  the  weapon  should  be  lowered.  To 
maintain  their  demand,  the  Chamber  laid  out  £21  !).s-.  for 
"  a  cushion  and  cloth  of  state,  both  fringed,  and  a  unicorn, 
gilded,  put  up  in  the  College  to  ]ii)ld  the  Mayor's  sword  "  ; 
Ijut  the  Chapter  appears  to  have  refused  its  assent  to  this 
arrangement,  for  an  undated  paper  preserved  by  l^r. 
Tanner  states  that  when  the  Corporation  attended  the 
cathedral,  they  remained  in  the  nave  (really  the  transepts), 
imd  during  the  sermon  only.  It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine 
the  joy  with  which  Bishop  Carleton  would  have  plunged 
into  a  controversy  of  this  character.  But  his  pertinacious 
appeals  to  the  C.jurt  for  preferment  resulted  in  liis  transla- 
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tioii  to  Chicliester,  in  January,  liITI*,  and  lie  was  succeeded 
by  a  lover  of  peace,  Dr.  William  Goulston,  who  kept  aloof 
from  the  strife.  In  November,  1G81,  whilst  the  quarrel  was 
still  raging,  the  new  Bishop,  in  a  letter  to  the  Primate, 
stated  that  all  attemjjts  to  get  the  sword  lowered  during  tlie 
service,  as  was  done  at  York  [wliere  a  similar  contest  had 
been  settled  by  Charles  I.],  had  proved  futile.  Nearly  a  year 
later,  September,  1082,  his  lordship  informed  the  Archbishop 
that  on  the  previous  Sunday  the  Ma3^or  was  about  to  enter 
the  cathedral  witli  the  sword  erect,  accompanied  by  Lord 
Chief  Justice  North,  when  the  writer  pointed  out  to  the 
judge  the  scandal  that  would  be  created  by  a  contlict  in  the 
building  between  the  civic  and  capitular  officers.  The  Chief 
Justice  assenting,  the  Bisho])  took  liim  and  the  Mayor  into 
tlie  palace,  where  his  worship  remained  whilst  the  judge 
and  ])relate  went  to  prayers.  (The  sword  could  not  be 
raised  whilst  the  Mayor  was  alisent.)  T'he  absurd  con- 
troversy was  at  length  settled  by  tlie  intervention  of  the 
Bishoji  and  the  judges,  it  being  arranged  that  tlie  sword 
should  be  carried  erect  into  the  cathedral,  and  there  laid  down 
upon  a  cushion.  AVhat  becanie  of  the  costly  gilded  unicorn 
does  not  appear.  AVhilst  this  teapot  storm  was  raging,  the 
ecclesiastical  authorities  were  b}'  no  incnins  a  hapj^y  family. 
In  a  ]3etition  to  the  King,  J^ishop  (roulston  stated  that  the 
Cha])ter,  clearly  in  spite  of  his  remonstrance,  had  let  apiece 
of  ground  called  the  Canons'  Little  ]\larsh,  immediately 
under  the  palace  windows,  for  the  building  and  repairing  of 
ships  (a  use  to  which  it  continued  to  be  applied  until  within 
living  memor^O.  "  Tlie  noise  and  stench  is  so  continually 
olUmsivo,  and  is  such  an  intolerable  nuisance,  that  your 
[)etitioner  is  not  able  to  live  in  any  part  off  his  house  with 
any  health  or  comfort."  But  the  King  was  apathetic  to 
the  discomforts  of  other  people.  About  the  same  time,  the 
Dean  and  most  of  the  Chapter  revolted  against  their 
treasurer.  Prebendary  Crossman,  on  the  ground  that  he' 
.conducted  the  capitular  business  witlunit  their  privity  and 
consent,  and  had  put  up  on  each  side  of  the  Communion 
Table  "two  concaves  or  noases  of  wood,"  which  he  intended 
to  get  carved  into  images  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  The 
Bishop  put  his  foot  down  firml}'-  against  this  innovation, 
and  Crossman  subsided.  Dr.  Goulston,  whose  net  in- 
come from  the  bisho])ric  was  only  about  £210  a  year,  at 
length  grew  weary  of  his  troubles,  and  retired  to  his 
]-ectory  in  Dorset,  where  he  generally  resided  until  his 
death,  in  1G84. 
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A  general  election,  an  event  that  had  not  occnrred  for 
nearly  eighteen  years,  took  place  in  February,  IGTD.  The 
two  previous  members  for  Bristol,  Sir  John  Knight  and 
Sir  Robert  Cann  were  again  returned  without  opposition. 
The  former  no  sooner  reached  the  House  of  Commons  than 
he  renewed  his  attacks  on  the  royal  policy,  demanding  the 
imjieachment  of  Danby,  and  the  exclusion  from  the  tlirone 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  who,  he  said,  was  amongst  the  thick- 
est of  the  Jesuits.  "  If  the  Pope  gets  liis  great  toe  into 
England  all  his  body  will  follow."  The  Parliament  had 
a  very  brief  duration,  being  angrily  dissoh^'ed  by  the  King 
in  the  following  July.  AVrits  were  thereupon  issued  for  a 
fresh  electioii,  which  took  place  in  this  city  on  August  2r)th. 
On  this  occasion,  to  the  wrath  of  the  CorjDoration,  which 
still  attempted  to  impose  its  will  upon  the  freemen,  Mr. 
Robert  Henley,  merchant,  offered  himself  as  a  candidate, 
and  though  all  record  of  the  poll  has  perished,  some  facts 
that  will  be  given  hereafter  tend  to  show  that  the  obnoxious 
presumer  received  a  majority  of  votes.  The  Sheriffs,  how- 
ever, returned  his  competitors,  Knight  and  Cann.  The 
Council  in  the  following  month,  still  enraged  at  the  opposi- 
tion, resolved  on  prosecuting  Henley  for  trading  as  a 
merchant  in  the  city,  being  merely  a  "  foreigner,"  but  the 
minute  books  show  that  lie  was  entitled  to  the  freedom, 
and  had  applied  for  it,  wlien  the  ]Mayor  had  arrogantly 
refused  to  swear  him  in.  Undisma3'-ed  by  his  angry  op- 
ponents, Henley  petitioned  against  the  return  in  (jctober, 
1()S(),  but  the  hearing  of  his  case  was  deferred  by  an  extra- 
ordinary incident,  illustrating  the  abnormal  excitement 
under  which  both  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  local 
(\)rporation  wore  labouring  through  Gates's  villainous 
fabrications.  On  October  28th  the  Commons  received  in- 
formation that  John  Roe,  Swordbearer  of  Bristol,  had 
stated  on  oath  before  a  magistrate  that  Sir  Robert  Cann 
and  Sir  Robert  Yeamans  had,  about  a  year  previously, 
publicly  asserted — no  doubt  with  their  habitual  vehemence 
— that  there  was  no  Popish  Plot  at  all,  but  a  Presbyterian 
Plot.  In  support  of  this  horrible  charge,  Roe's  affidavit 
was  read  before  the  House,  whereupon  Cann's  colleague. 
Sir  John  Knight,  rising  from  his  seat,  corroborated  Roe's 
assertions.  Being  called  upon  to  answer  his  accusers.  Sir 
Robert  Cann  iirose  in  his  turn,  and  declared  that  Sir  John 
Knight's  credit  was  such  in  Bristol  that  no  jury  of  his 
neiglibours  would  believe  him  upon  oath,  asseverating  in  a 
lower  tone,  but  audibly  to  those  near  him,  "  God  damn  me 
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'tis  true."  (Tliis  is  the  account  in  the  Commons'  Journal. 
Roger  North  alleges  that  his  choleric  relative  also  called 
Koe  "  a  damned  rogue.")  Knight  having  beencliairman  of 
the  committee  for  inquiring  into  the  Plot  during  the  pre- 
vious session,  the  House  became  greatly  excited,  and  Cann 
was  ordered  to  withdraw.  It  next  transpired  that  the 
Swordbearer  was  convenientlj^  attending  in  the  lobby  to 
give  further  information.  Being  at  once  brought  to  the 
bar,  Roe  stated  that  Yeamans  and  Cann  had  made  the 
above  assertion  at  the  sessions  dinner  in  October,  1G7IJ, 
Yeamans  adding  that  the  Dissenters  had  voted  for  Knight 
at  the  then  recent  election.  The  Swordbearer  further 
alleged  that  the  two  culprits  were  mere  tools  of  the  Papist 
Marquis  of  Worcester,  "  who  governed  th'e  city  in  all 
things,"  and  had  dragged  Poe  himself  before  the  Privy 
Council  on  an  unknown  charge,  which  had  cost  him  £(51). 
Cann  was  now  brought  back,  ajid  though  he  repeatedly 
declared  the  charge  to  be  false,  he  was  ordered  to  receive 
the  Speaker's  reprehension  on  his  knees,  to  which  he  sub- 
mitted. He  was  then  declared  to  have  been  guilty  of 
denying  the  existence  of  the  Popish  Plot,  for  Avhich  un- 
pardonable offence  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower.  And 
finally  he  was  expelled  from  the  House,  ami  received  the 
judgment  on  his  knees  !  A  warrant  for  his  commitment 
was  at  once  issued,  as  was  another  for  the  arrest  of  Sir 
Robert  Yeamans  on  the  same  charge.  On  November  8th 
the  unhappy  Cann  petitioned  the  House,  acknowledging  his 
guilt,  craving  pardon,  and  praying  for  liberation  ;  where- 
upon he  was  released.  On  the  b3th  Sir  Robert  Yeamans 
appeared  at  the  bar  to  make  a  humlile  apology,  and  was 
discharged  on  pa3anent  of  heavy  fees.  Tijie  Corporation 
were  now  in  dread  that  Henley  would  be  allowed  to  take 
his  seat,  and  sent  up  a  petition  praying  for  a  fresh  election. 
On  December  2()th  the  Committee  of  the  Commons  that 
had  inquired  into  Henley's  petition  reported  that  Cann  had 
not  been  duly  elected,  and  that  Henley  should  have  been 
returned,  thus  clearly  im])uting  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Sheriff's.  But  the  House,  overih)wing  with  faction, 
set  aside  the  report,  and  resolved  that  neither  of  those 
candidates  had  been  elected,  inasmuch  as  the  j\layor  and 
Sheriffs  had  imposed  an  oath  upon  each  voter,  requiring 
him  to  swear  that  he  had  not  alread}^  voted.  H  this  pro- 
ceeding vitiated  the  return  of  one  member,  it  ought  also  to 
have  upset  the  election  of  Sir  John  Knight,  but  the  House 
immediately  resolved  that  that  worthy  was  duly  elected, 
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and  only  one  writ  was  ordered  to  issue.  It  was  further 
resolved  that  the  Mayor  and  Sherilfs  should  be  brought  up 
in  custody  to  answer  for  their  misdemeanour.  There  is  no 
mention  of  their,  appearance  in  the  Journals  of  tlie  Plouse, 
Ijut  the  Common  Council  minutes  state  that  the  Sheriffs 
went  to  London,  where  they  were  put  to  great  expense 
and  trouble,  and  £1)0  were  voted  to  them  -'to  make  good 
the  honour  of  the  city,  and  to  encourage  future  Sheriffs  to 
perform  their  duty."  Sir  Eichard  fhirt,  a  busy  agent  of 
the  predominant  'party,  now  first  styled  Tories,  received 
£115  more.  The  election  for  the  vacant  seat  took  place 
about  the  close  of  the  year,  but  there  is  no  record  of  the 
proceedings  except  that  Sir  Walter  Long,  Bart.,  was 
returned.    Parliament  was  dissolved  in  the  following  week. 

Alderman  Thomas  Stevens  (Mayor,  lOGS-'Jj,  died  in  April, 
l(j79.  By  his  will  he  bequeathed  estates  at  Bridge  Yate, 
AVick,  and  Abson,  to  Sir  John  Knight  and  others,  trustees, 
with  instructions  to  apply  the  rents  to  the  purchase  of  a 
piece  of  ground  in  St.  Philip's  parish,  and  of  a  similar  plot 
in  Temple  parish,  and  to  erect  thereon  two  almshouses  for 
the  reception  and  maintenance  of  twenty-fonr  aged  men 
or  women.  Sufficient  funds  having  accumulatefl,  the 
trustees,  in  September,  1G8(.!,  bought  some  projierty  fi-onting 
the  Old  Market,  and  erected  a  substantia]  stone  building 
thereon,  which  is  decorated  with  a  bust  of  the  f(junder. 
The  Temple  Street  Almshouse  was  commenced  in  1715,  on 
ground  acquired  from  the  Corporation.  Owing  to  the 
increased  value  of  the  estate,  the  trustees  were  subsequently 
enabled  to  su])j)ort  a  number  of  out- pensioners. 

IMie  rigid  exclusion  fi'om  this  country  of  every  descri])- 
iion  of  hxid  ])riHluct'd  in  Ireland  was  a  great  obstacle  to 
local  commerce,  and  pressed  heavily  upon  the  'labouring 
classes  in  times  of  scarcity.  In  April,  1G79,  a  paper  of 
instructions  for  the  cit3''  representatives  was  drawn  up  l)y 
the  Council,  in  which  the  members  were  urged  to  seek  a 
revision  of  the  statutes  prohibiting  the  im])ortation  of  Irish 
cattle.  The  laws  "  protecting  "  the  English  landed  interest 
Avere,  however,  then  unassailable.  It  must  be  adtled  in 
fairness  to  the  landlords  that  their  narrow-sighted  seliish- 
ness  was  rivalled  by  that  of  the  manufacturing  interest. . 
About  this  period  the  Protestants  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
began  to  produce  a  little  fine  woollen  cloth,  and  owing  to 
the  low  price  of  labour  their  factories  rapidly  developed, 
and  the}^  were  at  length  found  to  be  underselling  the, 
English  clothiers  in  continental  markets.     A  howl  of  in- 
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clignation  was  fortliwith  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  west-country  members,  who  dechired  that  tlieir  con- 
stituents Avere  tlireatened  with  absolute  ruin  ;  whereupon 
Parhament,  in  10^)2,  imposed  such  enormous  duties  on 
exports  of  Irish  drapery  that  the  new  industr}'-  was 
practically  destroyed,  Avith  calamitous  elt'ects  to  the  sister- 
country. 

The  last  Bristol  farthings  issued  by  the  Corporation  are 
dated  1071),  according  to  ]\lr.  Henfry's  work  on  the  coinage, 
and  the  author  professes  to  have  seen  two  specimens.  No 
information  respecting  them,  howevtn-,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  civic  archives.  In  May,  1071),  the  Chamberlain  paid 
£4:  1.S'.  "  to  an  attorney  about  a  former  business  touching 
the  quining  of  farthings."  The  use  of  tokens  was  soon 
afterwards  superseded  b}'  the  issue  of  copper  coins  from  the 
royal  mint. 

The  Common  Council,  in  l()7I>,  proposed  to  make  another 
of  tlieir  many  unsuccessful  eJibrts  to  carry  on  a  manu- 
facturing business  to  provide  employment  for  the  poor.  At 
a  meeting  on  May  15th  a  committee  previously  appointed 
to  consider  a  ])roposal  made  by  James  Hollowa}'',  a  Bristol 
draper,  "touching  linen  manufactory,"  brought  in  a  report, 
tlie  purport  of  which  can  be  inferred  onl^^^  from  the  resolu- 
tion adopted.  It  was  ordered  that,  for  the  encouragement 
of  tlie  undertakers,  the  Corporation  should  advance  them 
£2,0U)  without  interest,  one  half  for  three  years,  and  the 
remainder  for  ten  years,  and  should  give  up  to  them  part  of 
Bridewell,  for  conversion  into  a  workhouse  at  the  cost  of  the 
city.  The  undertakers  Avero  to  employ  500  spinners,  nomi- 
uati'd  by  tlu»  magistrates,  and  to  pay  them  wages  as  they 
merited.  Twelve  strangers,  and  no  more,  ,Avere  to  be  im- 
ported to  teach  spinning  and  Aveaving,  Avhose  Avages  Avere  to 
be  jjaid  out  of  the  earnings  of  the  spinners.  A  sum  of  £G(X) 
Avas  to  be  taken  out  of  charity  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chamber,  and  the  citizens  Avere  to  be  ap])lied  to  for  loans  on 
city  bonds  to  complete  the  capital  advanced.  The  Council 
Avere  so  thoroughly  in  earnest  on  the  subject  that  nearl}'' 
£1,000  Avas  subscribed  in  the  room.  The  rash  scheme  came 
to  the  ears  of  the  city  members,  then  at  Westminster,  and 
Sir  John  Knight,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  colleague, 
Sir  Kobert  Cann — apparently  then  on  friendly  terms — des- 
patched an  urgent  ])rotest  against  the  speculation, pointing 
out  that  the  finances  of  the  (Jorporation  Avere  already  in  "  a 
deplorable  condition,"  and  that  the  scheme  must  inevitably 
fail,  since  the  Act  excluding  French  linens  avouI  1  shortly 
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expire,  when  trade  would  be  sure  to  return  to  its  old  clian- 
nels.  He  especially  requested  that  no  further  debt  should 
be  contracted  until  lie  and  his  fellow-member  could  be  heard 
in  the  Chamber.  The  Council,  however,  persisted  in  their 
design,  with  tlie  customary  results.  The  following  item 
appears  in  the  audit  book  for  lG8-i : — •'  Received  of  Walter 
Stephens  &  Co.,  the  undertakers  for  the  linen  weaving  ; 
freely  lent  by  the  cit}'  towards  its  advancement;  for  the 
reijayment  of  which  the  city  have  given  seals  to  several 
gift  money  charities,  ilGOO."  As  there  was  no  fui-ther  re- 
payment, the  loss  was  apparently  very  great.  The  dis- 
appearance of  Plulloway's  name  as  chief  "undertaker"  is 
explained  by  the  tragical  stoiy  to  be  narrated  hereafter. 

An  odd  item  occurs  in  the  Chamberlain's  accounts  for 
October,  IGTi): — "Paid  R.  Corsley  fur  a  new  Chamberlain's 
Seal,  the  old  seal  being  not  well  done,  for  instead  of  a  purse, 
which  is  the  Chamberlain's  seal,  the  old  seal  was  a  perfect 
bell,  and  not  at  all  like  a  purse,  15*-.  G(/."  Mr.  Corsley,  who 
is  often  styled  a  goldsmith,  negotiated  bills  of  exchange, 
and  transacted  other  financial  business,  and  was  in  fact  a 
banker  before  that  term  came  into  use. 

An  incident  that  must  have  caused  an  intense  sensation 
occurrerl  during  the  summer.  Our  only  information  of  it  is 
derived  from  a  very  rare  pam])hlet  in  the  J3ritish  Museum, 
entitled  "  Strangle  and  wonderful  News  from  Bristol,"  the 
title-page  further  alleging  that  the  acts  recounted  were 
done  for  promoting  a  horrid  and  damnable  Popish  Plot. 
The  writer  states  that  on  July  2-ith  four  sheep  were  found 
dead  near  the  city,  with  all  the  kidney  fat  taken  out  of 
them,  tlu^  carcasses  and  skins  being  left,  ^riireo  shee])  hav- 
ing been  treated  in  the  same  way  in  the  pre\'iO(US  week,  the 
facts  were  reported  to  the  magistrates,  and  the  Mayor, 
several  Aldermen  and  Captain  AVilliam  B(:'dloe  took  the 
matter  into  their  serious  cimsideration,  when  it  was  ordered 
that  the  watch  should  be  doul)led  and  that  six  substantial 
householders  should  personally  serve  every  night.  This 
was  done,  he  adds,  because  similar  villainies  had  been  prac- 
tised before  the  great  fires  in  London  and  other  places,  "  for 
the  fat  Avith  other  com])Ounds  made  up  into  balls  are  of  an 
extraordinary  furious  burning  qualit}',  and  once  kindled 
cannot  be  quenched,  and  stick  so  fast  when  thrown  that 
they  cannot  be  removed."  The  formal  order  of  the  Council 
for  doubling  the  watch  "  in  regard  of  the  present  appre- 
liended  danger  "  was  not  passed  until  November,  but  that 
Sir  John  Lloyd  took  upon  himself  to  deal  pnnnptly  with 
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the  supposed  emergency  is  only  wliat  might  be  expected  from 
his  fussiness  and  creduHty. 

A  lease  of  the  Bowling  Green  in  the  Marsh  having  nearly 
expired,  the  Council,  in  August,  granted  a  new  lease  for 
three  lives  of  the  Green  and  its  lodge,  at  a  rent  of  £12  and 
two  capons,  or  o.s-.,  to  the  MajMjr,  in  consideration  of  the 
lessee  laying  out  £()0  in  improvements.  The  Cor})oration 
were  to  be  at  liberty  to  make  an  Artillery-ground  there  for 
the  Volunteers  already  mentioned,  and  they  also  reserved  a 
right  to  use  the  place  "  upon  any  extraordinary  occasion, 
upon  elections  of  burgesses  in  Parliament,  or  otherwise." 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  local  open-air  gatherings  for 
electioneering  purposes. 

The  nuisances  arising  from  the  unprotected  state  of  the 
reservoir  suj)plying  the  Quay  Pipe  were  mentioned  in  page 
289.  The(Jhaml)er  got  rid  of  the  dead  cats  this  year  by 
building  a  Conduit-honse  at  the  spring,  at  a  cost  of  £15-1.^ 

The  churchwardens'  books  of  St.  James's  j)arish  note  in 
January,  1G8(),  an  exam])le  of  the  working  of  the  Sabba- 
tarian laws  of  tlie  time.  It  is  recorded  that  three  respectable 
parishioners,  one  an  ex-churchwarden,  Jiad  been  prosecuted 
in  the  Bisliop's  Court  for  profaning  the  Lord's  Day  by  walk- 
ing to  Bath.  Having  confessed  their  sin,  and  doubtless  paid 
the  heavy  fees  for  which  the  Court  was  notorious,  they  were 
allowed  "  by  commutation  "  to  escape  oh  contril)uting  206'. 
to  the  jmrisli  funds. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Avhen  the  city  Swordbearer, 
John  lloe,  a])peared  as  a  witness  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
lie  charged  the  ^farquis  of  "Worcester  with  having  dragged 
liim  before  tlu^  Privy  Council  lor  an  unddincd  t)il'ence.  The 
I'fivy  Council  miaut(\s  throw  some  light' u})on  the  subject. 
On  January  2 1st,  KlSt),  their  lordships,  having  been  apprised 
by  affidavit  that  Roe  and  ont^  Joseph  Tyley  had  spread 
seditious  news  in  Bristol,  issued  a  warrant  for  their  arrest, 
and  a  week  later  a  similar  writ  was  ordered  against  Philip 
Bisse,  another  Bristolian,  for  sedition.  All  the  men  had 
arrived  in  custody  before  February  <ith,  but  no  witnesses 
were  produced  against  them  by  their  secret  j^rosecutor,  and 
on  tlie  14th  Tyley  and  Roe  were  "reproved"  and  dis- 
charged, on  giving  bail  for  their  good  behaviour.  Roe's 
assertion  that  the  afFair  cost  him  £'()<_)  is  not  at  all  improb- 
able. Bisse  was  lodged  in  the  Gatehouse  prison  for  some 
time,  but  his  ultimate  fate  is  not  recorded.  A  month  later 
Roe  and  Tyley,  with  one  Godfrey  Hellier,  were  again  sum- 
moned "  to  give  an  account  of  certain  letters,"  probably 
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opened  in  tlie  Post  Office,  but  tliere  is  no  further  mention  of 
the  case. 

In  their  eagerness  to  suppress  the  business  transactions  of 
"  foreigners,"  the  Corporation  sometimes  allowed  zeal  to 
outrun  discretion.  On  March  1st  the  Chainberlain  paid 
Is.  {)cL  at  "  the  Three  Cranes  tavern  for  a  quart  of  sack, 
and  biskett,  when  the  Town  Clerk  and  Thomas  Speed  was 
arbitrating  the  diff'erence  between  the  city  and  James 
Mudford  about  2  baggs  of  hops,  seized  as  foreign  bought  and 
foreign  sold,"  Later  minutes  show  that  ]\rudford  was  really 
a  free  burgess,  but  corporate  obstinacy  delayed  a  settle- 
ment, and  in  the  meanwhile  the  hops  were  damaged  by 
damp.  JMudford  therefore  declined  to  take  them  back,  and 
demanded  their  original  value,  £17,  which  the  Council  were 
forced  to  pay.  The  sequel  turns  up  in  the  audit  book  for 
1G83  : — "  Received  for  the  hops  seized  in  IGSO ;  being  old 
and  not  fit  for  much  was  feign  to  sell  them  for  £2  ].s'." 

The  spring  of  IGHO  was  notable  for  the  rival  agitations 
of  the  "  petitioners  and  abhorrers " — tlie  former  faction 
clamouring  for  the  election  of  a  Parliament,  whilst  the 
latter  addressed  the  King  expressing  abhorrence  of  attacks 
on  the  royal  prerogative.,  A  presentment  of  the  Bristol 
grand  jury  in  Api'il,  amongst  the  State  Papers,  shows  that 
th(5  jni'.y  ^ox  was  packed  with  Abhorrers,  or  Tories.  The 
jury  thank  God  that  it  never  entered  into  tlie-ir  hearts  to 
petition  against  the  King's  policy,  and  trust  the  magistrates 
will  concur  with  them  in  disowning  a  petition  for  a  Par- 
liament lately  carried  about  the  city  by  disloyal  persons. 
They  also  request  the  prosecution  of  the  many  turbulent 
people'  active  in  sowing  sedition,  and  desire  that  a  store  of 
arms  nni}'  bo  kept  in  t  he  CTuildhaU  for  the  ju'e^^ervation  of 
the  city.  Considering  that  the  grand  jury  of  the  following 
August  Avere  summoned  by  the  same  Sheriffs,  it  is  somi^- 
what  amazing  to  find  them  nmkiiig  a  presentment  of  an 
exactly  contrary  character.  The  jury,  "in  this  time  of 
so  apparent  danger  from  the  many  hellish  plots."  lament 
the  distracted  condition  of  the  city,  through  animosities 
fomented  by  many  men  for  the  gratification  of  private 
jiassions,  such  men  feigning  loj'^alty  and  religion  while 
they  were  really  inflamed  by  Jesuitical  sentiments.  The 
presentment  goes  on  to  animadvert  on  the  conduct  of  the 
ultra -Royalists,  avIio  had  not  only  traduced  the  ]\layor, 
Avhose  loyalty  and  orthodoxy  were  declared  to  be  unques- 
tionable, but  had  denounced  all  good  Churchmen  that 
showed  moderation  towards  Dissenters  as  more  dangerous- 
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fhan  even  Papists.  Tliis  document  Avas  also  sent  to  tlie 
Government,  and  was  endorsed,  probably  b}^  Secretary 
AVilliamson,  "A  seditious  presentment." 

A  "certificate,"  amongst  tlie  State  Papers  of  August, 
introduces  to  notice  a  person  wlio  afterwards  played  a  pro- 
minent part  in  local  affairs — Natlianiel  Wade,  son  of  a 
conspicuous  Puritan  officer  during  the  Civil  AVar.  The 
certifiers— Sir  liobert  Cann,  Sir  Robert  Yeamans,  and  Alder- 
man OUiffe— declared  that  AVade,  then  awaiting  his  trial 
at  Wells  assizes,  had  for  three  years  been  guilty  of  seditious 
and  disloyal  practices,  and  that  he  and  about  sixty  sectaries, 
of  which  he  Avas  the  ringleader,  had  formed,  without  the 
consent  of  the  authorities,  an  armed  company,  and  exercised 
themselves  in.  arms.  lie  had  also  resisted  a  justice  who 
was  disturbing  a  conventicle,  for  which  he  was  fined  at 
quarter  sessions,  and  ha,d  since  again  committed  the  same 
offence,  for  which  he  and  his  brotlier  were  sent  to  prison. 
AVith  what  object  this  document  Avas  sent  to  the  GoA'ern- 
ment  does  not  appear. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  assizes,  in  August,  Chief  Justice 
North  and  his  brotJier  Itoger,  Avhose  intervieAv  Avith  Bedloe 
has  been  already  recorded,  spent  a  Aveek  at  Badminton  on 
the  invitation  of  the  Marquis  of  AVorcester,  Avliom  Roger 
in  his  reminiscences  styles  Duke  of  Jieanfort,  though  that 
title  Avas  not  conferred  until  ](!8"2.  '■  Thoduke,"  he  Avrote, 
"had  a  princely  Avay  of  living  above  any  except  crowned 
heads  that  I  ha\'-e  had  notice  of  in  Europe,  and  in  "some 
respects  greater  than  most  of  tlu'ju.  He  had  aljout  2(HJ 
persons  in  his  family,  and  nine  tables  covered  every  day; 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  so  many  a  large  hall  was 
built.  The  chief  steward  dined  with  th(^  gentlemen  and 
pages,  the  master  of  the  horse  Avitli  the  coaclimen  and 
liveries,  the  under  steAvard  Avith  the  l)ailitfs  and  husband- 
men, .  .  .  my  lady's  chief  Avoman  Avith  the  gentleAVoraen, 
the  housekeeper  Avith  the  maids,  and  some  others."  The 
duke,  he  adds,  Avas  Lord-Li<mtenant  of  four  or  five  counties, 
and  Lord  President  of  all  AVales.  His  grace's  dictatorial 
treatment  of  the  Corporation  of  Bristol  Avas  glanced  at  in 
the  Swordliearer's  testimony  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
AvlU  be  further  described  in  later  ])ages. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
consequence  of  complaints  nnide  to  it  from  Bristol  concern- 
ing the  sermons  and  conrluct  of  the  liev.  Richard  Tliompson, 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  case.  Tliompson 
Avas  a  man  of  mean  birth,  but  must  have  had  an  inlluential 
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patron,  as  in  1(57(1,  when  onl}'  tweiit5'--eiglit  years  of  age,  lie 
was  appointed  to  the  canonry  of  Bedminster  in  Salisbury 
cathedral,  in  right  of  which  he  held  the  livings  of  I^ed- 
miuster,  St.  Mary  E^dcliff,  St.  Thomas,  and  Abbot's  Leigh. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Bristol,  he  began  to  be  notorious 
for  his  pul]3it  invectives  against  Dissenters,  and  witnesses 
deposed  before' the  committee  as  to  the  language  he  had 
used  in  a  sermon  preached  in  St.  Thomas's  church  a  few 
months  before.  Even  the  Devil,  he  said,  blushed  at  Pres- 
byterians ;  they  were  as  great  traitors  as  the  Papists,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  all  be  flung  into  gaol  and  their  houses 
burnt.  Hampden,  he  added,  was  a  villain  for  refusing  to 
pay  the  King's  rightful  demand  of  ship-money.  In  another 
sermon  in  the  same  church  lie  asserted  that  Queen  Eliza- 
l)eth  was  a  lewd  and  infamous  woman,  and  then  proceeded 
to  traduce  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  Reformation. 
Out  of  doors  his  talk  was  equally  unseemly.  He  had  re- 
viled several  of  the  cathedral  dignitaries,  and  denounced 
peo])l(i  who  attended  their  sermons  as  brats  of  the  Devil. 
He  had,  he  said,  been  a  hundred  times  at  j\Iass  in  France, 
and  he  did  not  know  but  what  he  should  change  his  reli- 
gion. Some  coarse  ex|»ressions  asjiersing  Queen  Elizabeth 
were  uttered  to  Roe,  the  Swordbearer,  whom  he  described 
as  a  "lusty  fellow,"  born  out  of  due  season.  Thompson 
was  confronted  with  these  witnesses,  and  cpnfessed  to 
having  spoken  to  the  effect  they  deposed.  The  committee 
having  reported  these  facts  to  the  House,  the  CVimmons 
resolved  tliat  tlie  offender  was  a  scandal  to  his  profession, 
that  he  should  be  impeached,  and  that  tlie  repoi't  on  his 
case  should  bii  ])ri!itcd.  (A  oojiy  of  the  panqihlet  is  in  ]\[r. 
ix.  I'i.  ^\^'are's  collection.)  The  dissolution  of  Parliament, 
a  few  days  later,  put  an  end  to  further  jn'oceddings.  No 
better  evidence  can  be  given  as  to  the  character  of  the 
Government  of  the  day  than  the  fact  that  Thom])Son  was 
appointed  to  the  first  vacant  canonry  in  Bristol  cathedral, 
and  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  J_)ean  in  KJSi,  though 
ntterly  detested  by  the  Bishop  and  his  colleagues  in  the 
Chapter.  On  June  '21st,  KiSo,  he  preached  a  sermon  in  the 
cathedral  to  the  troops  brought  into  the  city  by  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  in  which  he  insisted  that  subjects  should  pas-, 
sively  obey  their  Prince,  and  even  humbly  submit  to  be 
punished  for  not  observing  his  sinful  commands.  James  II., 
he  added,  was  great  and  wise  and  merciful,  and  would  be 
known  to  future  ages  as  James  the  Just.  Being  a  man 
after  the  King's  heart,  he  was  far  on  his  way  to  a  hisho})- 
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ric,  when  his  career  was  cut  short  by  death  in  November 
1(:;85.  ' 

Tlie  violence  of  political  factions  that  had  marked  several 
previous  years  reached  its   climax   early    in    1681,    when, 
owing  to  the  ferment  in  London,  a  Parliament  was  sum- 
moned  to   meet    at    Oxford.      It  would    seem    that  ardent 
adherents  of  the  two  rival  camjxs  could  not  meet  in  Bristol 
without  coming  into  collision.     To  cite  an  instance  found 
amongst   the  State   Paj^ers,  it  appears  that   on    February 
11th,    whilst    tlie   Mayor    (Sir   Kicliard    Hart),    Sir    John 
Knight,  and  other  Aldermen  were  assembling  in  the  Tolzey 
for  judicial  business,  the  two   Avortlnes  just  named,  who 
were  getting  ready  to  talce  the  field  as  rival  candidates, 
lost  no  time  in  insulting  each  otlier,  tlie  irascible  old  knight 
terming  his  competitor  a   base,  ungrateful    fellow,  givTii'*- 
him  the  lie  to  his  face,  and  threatening  him  with  his  cano 
— all  which  was  forthwith  rcjioi-ted  to  the  Government  by 
the  Mayor,  wluj  prayed  the  Xing  to  redress  the  "  intoler- 
able affront,"  but  of  course  said  nothing  about  the  unruli- 
ness  of  his  own  tongue.      The  Bristol  election  concluded 
on  March   7th,  after  scenes  of  nuprecedented  excitement. 
P]-actices  hitherto  unknown  were  adopted  to  secure  su])port 
for  the  rival  candidates.     The  nltra-l?03'alists  secretly  be- 
sought'William  Punn  toinJluence  Quaker  voters,  promising 
that  the  sect  should  be  exempted  from  the  persecutioii  of 
Dissenters.     The   opposite   ])ariy,   on  the   other   hand,   had 
recourse  to  a  London  printer,  and  produced  an  electioneer- 
ing placard,  probably  the  tirst  ever  seen  in  Bristol.     In  this 
unique  broadsich^,  of  Avhieh  there  is  a  copy  in  the  British 
Museum,  the  ••  lovt>rs  of  freedom  "  are  desired  to  take  notice 
that  "  hundreds  of  i)ersoiis ''  had  been  ])Iace(l  on  the  roll  of 
burgesses  at  the  (expense  of  Tory  wire-puller's,  to  the  injury 
of  tho  old  freemen.     Drinking  and  treating  Avere,  of  course, 
widely  prevalent.     The  candidates  were  Sir  Richard  Hart,' 
IMayor,  and  leader  of  the  Tories  ;  Thomas  Earle,  JMayor  in 
the  following  year,  generally  esteemed  a  AVhig,  but  a  bitter 
enemy  of  Dissenters;    Sir  Robert    Atkyns,    the    Recorder, 
who  held  aloof  from  bigots  on  both  sides,  but  was  probably 
a  Whig;  and  Sir  John  Knight,  whose  anti-Popeiy  fanaticism 
and  opposition  to  the  Government  had  deadened  old  high- 
flying jirinciples,  and  who  was  now  scornfully  termed  "an 
old  rat "  by  a  Tory  chronicler.     The  poll,  which  luckily  has 
been  preserved,  resulted  as  follows  : — Mr.  Karle,  1 ,491 ;  Sii- 
R.  Hart,  1,462;  Sir  R.  Atkyns,  1,435  ;  Sir  J.  Knight,  1,301. 
Through  some  disagreement  between  the  Sheriffs,  all  the 
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candidates  were  returned  as  duly  elected.  Sir  John  Knight, 
as  was  to  be  exjx^cted,  vented  his  wrath  at  being  at  the 
bottom  of  the  poll  by  swearing  at  hirge,  publicly  branding 
those  who  voted  against  liim,  according  to  a  Tory  grand- 
jury  ])resentmont,  as  ''Popish  dogs,  Jesuits  and  devils." 
On  the  meeting  of  Parliament  a  petition  claiming  the  seats 
was  i^resonted  on  behalf  of  Atkyus  and  Knight,  but  the 
House  was  dissolved  after  sitting  onl}'-  a  few  days.  The 
Easter  sessions  grand  jury,  just  referred  to,  denounced  the 
petition  as  full  of  falsehoods,  and  suggested  the  removal  of 
the  Recorder  ! 

On  March  8th,  immediately  after  the  election,  an  incident 
of  an  exciting  character  occurred  at  the  Council  House. 
After  the  death  of  Sir  Jolui  Lloyd,  some  weeks  previously, 
the  Mayor  had  been  thrice  re(.]^uested  to  summon  a  Court  of 
Aldermen  to  sup])ly  the  vacancy,  but  Hart  refused,  being- 
desirous  of  postponing  the  matter  until  Sir  Robert  Atkyns 
had  left  the  city,  when  the  Mayor's  oiiponents  would  be 
dt'prived  of  a  vole.  At  length  the  Recorder  and  five  other 
Aldermen  convened  a  Court  on  the  above  day,  and  retjuested 
the  IVEayor  and  others  to  attend.  At  the  hour  appointed 
the  Ma^^or  Avas  at  the  Tolzey,  but  sulkily  avoided  to  enter 
the  Chamber,  and  the  six  Aldermen  present  proceeded  in 
his  absence,  unanimously  electing  Thomas  Day,  the  senior 
Councillor  on  the  roll,  and  a  man  of  am})le  wealth.  j\[r. 
Soyer's  assertioii  that  "  it  was  by  no  means  a  party  busi- 
ness "  seems  justified  by  the  facts.  One  of  the  Aldermen 
present  had  been  a  zealous  sup]:)orter  of  Hart  in  the  Par- 
liamentary contest,  and  Sir  Robert  Cann,  a  still  Avarmer 
adhertMit  of  the  Mayor,  was  prevented  from  voting  for  Ikiy 
only  l)y  illness.  The  new  Alderman,  howevei*,  had  a  fatal 
fault  in  the  eyes  of  the  Mayor  :  he  had  voted  at  the  poll  for 
the  Recorder  and  Sir  John  Knight.  The  first  act  of  the 
Tory  majorit}'-  in  the  Council  touching  the  matter  was  some- 
what pitiful.  They  resolved  that  the  entertainment  of  the 
Recorder  at  the  gaol  deliver}'-,  which  had  become  a  long- 
established  custom,  should  be  discontinued,  and  search  was 
ordered  to  be  made  in  the  records  to  see  whether  his  yearly 
fee  of  £20  could  not  be  cut  down.  But  this  did  not  satisfy 
the  Mayor  and  his  more  furious  adherents,  who  determined 
upon  an  extraordinary  step — the  indictment  of  the  Recorder 
and  three  other  Aldermen,  whom  they  charged  at  the  quarter 
sessions  with  conspiracy  and  riot.  The  prosecutors  did  not 
dare  to  attack  all  those  concerned  in  Day's  election,  for  the 
trial  of  six  justices  before  the  Mayor  and  the  four  Aldermen 
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ready  to  obey  liis  orders  woidd  have  scandalised  the  city. 
Hart  was  moreover  astute  enough  to  wait  until  after  the  an- 
nual civic  elections,  when  the  choice  of  two  uncompromising 
partisans  as  Sheriffs  rendered  it  certain  that  the  jury-box 
would  be  packed  by  men  of  similar  passions.  In  tlie  mean- 
time, he  and  his  four  henclimen,  Cann,  Yeamans,  Olliffe  and 
Crump,  held  a  Court  of  Aldermen,  and  hlled  the' alleged 
vacancy  by  electing  Thomas  Earle,  then  Mayor-elect.  The 
indictment  produced  at  the  October  sessions  against  the 
Recorder  and  three  other  defendants  asserted  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  wicked  cons])iracy,  they  broke  by  force  of  arms 
into  the  Tolzey,  and  riotously  assembled  in  the  Council 
House,  where  they  held  a  secret  council  for  the  purpose  of 
illegally  electing  Day.  It  was  perfectly  known  to  all  in 
Court  til  at  those  charges  were  false  ;  but  the  unscrupidous 
jury  at  once  found  a  verdict  of  guilt3^  An  appeal  being, 
however,  demanded,  the  judgment  was  respited.  Pending 
the  issue,  Hart's  friends  devised  a  plan  for  bringing  up 
the  Recorder  for  trial  before  themselves,  with  a  view  of 
dismissing  him  from  office.  The  ringleader  in  this  ])roject 
was  one  of  the  new  Sheriffs,  the  third  John  Ivnight  of  this 
troublous  reign,  son  of  the  respectable  sugar-refiner,  and 
surpassing  even  his  titled  namesake  in  intemperance  and 
scurrility.  This  official,  on  November  15th,  laid  before  the 
Common  Council  a  series  of  "articles  "  against  Sir  Robert 
Atkyns,  embodying  the  charges  laid  in  the  indictment, 
with  others  of  a  like  character  ;  and  the  Chamber  sum- 
moned the  Recorder  to  answer  those  charges  within  thi'ee 
months.  Sir  Kobcrt,  however,  treiited  the  proceeding  with 
ctiiitiMnpt,  and  it,  was  fctniid  prudent  to  abandon  tln>  ilesign. 
In  ]\ficiLaelmas  Term,  J()>S2,  tlio  Iveoorder  ^appeared  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Ik^iich  to  defend  his  (jwn  case.  The  scene  was 
a  rcnnarkable  one.  Atkyns  had  been  deprived  b}'-  the  King 
of  his  judgeshi])  in  the  Common  Pleas  for  his  uprightness 
and  intle])endenc6  in  the  discharge  of  his  functions,  a 
proffered  bribe  for  servility  having  been  scornfully  rejected. 
He  now  appeared  at  the  bar  "in  his  cloak," discarding  legal 
apparel,  and  was  received  by  the  bench  with  great  i-espect, 
a  chair  l^eing  brought  for  him  by  order  of  the  Chief  Justice. 
After  pointing  out  various  legal  defects  in  the  indictment, 
h(^  argued  that  the  Mayor's  assumed  supremacy  over  the 
Aldermen,  and  the  pretended  illegality  of  an  aldermanio 
(dection  at  Avhich  Hart  wilfully  refused  to  be  present,  could 
not  be  substantiated.  He  further  showed  that  Hart  was 
acting  as  a  justice   and  an   alderman   in  defiance   of  the 
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express  words  of  the  city  charters.     He  had  come  up  at  the 
last  gaol  deliver3^,  but  not  at  the  proper  time,  requesting 
to  be  sworn  in,  and  his  partisans  made  a  hideous  tumult  in 
his  support,  but  he  (the  Recorder)  refused  to  let  the  oath 
be    then    tendered,  and    witlidrew,    and    the   ceremony    of 
swearing,   which  was  illegal  in  his  absence,  was    a    pure 
nulHty,       The  venerable  gentleman  concluded  with  some 
striking  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  civic  body.     He  had 
held,  he  said,  the  Kocordership  for  twenty-one  years,  the 
longest  term  ever  known.     Until  the  last  electoral  contest, 
which   he    liad    not   sought,   he   had  the  good  will  of_  all 
parties,  even  of  Hart,  for  he  would  never  join  any  section, 
and  strove  to  promote  unity.     But  "  ever  since  they  grew 
rich  and  full  of  trade  and  knightliood— too  much  sail  and 
too  little  ballast — they  have  been  miserably  divided.     And 
unless  this  Court  will  examine  their  disorders,  and    com- 
mand  peace    and    order   to    be   observed,    I   cannot  safely 
attend  au}^  more,  or  hold  an}^  gaol  delivery."     The  Court 
soon  after  determined  that  the  indictment  was  vicious,  and 
•quashed  the  verdict.     In  the  following  December  Atkyns 
resigned  the  office    he  had    held    so    honourably.     It   was 
reported  that  he  did  so  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends  ; 
■Chief  Justice  North  asserted  that  he  was  compelled  to  retire 
by  the  Government's  threats  of  prusecution,  but  in  a  letter 
to  Secretary  Jenkins  complaining  of  his  unworthy   treat- 
ment. Sir  Robert  states  that  he  withdrew  by  the  f]-iendly 
-advice    of   that   minister.      He    lived  to   see    the  downfall 
of    the   dynasty,   and   to  become   Lord  Chief   Baron  under 
.  AVilliam  III. 

The  tierce  agitatiMU  j.rovoked  liy  the  election  continued 
for  many  months.  Reference  has  been  alreatly  ikade  to  the 
l)resentmeut  made  b}'-  the  factious  grand  jury  at  the  April 
sessions,  but  there  is  a  further  paragraph  in  the  document 
indicating  the  regimen  that  Hart  and  his  school  were  de- 
sirous of  imposing  on  public  opinion.  The  jury  strongly 
•denounced  the  coiiee-liouses  and  tippling-houses  in  the  city, 
which  they  alleged  were  constantly  frequented  by  seditious 
■sectaries  and  disloyal  persons,  where  visitors  were  enter- 
tained with  false  news,  scandalous  libels,  and  j^amphlets 
dishonouring  the  Church  and  the  Government.  It  was 
therefore  recommended  that  no  news,  printed  or  written, 
and  no  pamphlet,  should  be  suffered  to  be  read  in  any  coffee- 
house, unless  it  had  been  first  sanctioned  |l)y  the  Mayor,  or 
the  Alderman  of  the  ward. 

The  Council's  quarrel  with  the  Recorder  was  followed  by 
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a  dispute  with  another,  and  much  less  reputable,  civio 
official,  whose  appearance  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
case  of  Sir  Robert  Cann  had  given  great  offence.  A 
minute  dated  Llay  31st,  1681,  reads  as  follows  : — "  Jolm  Roe, 
Swordbearer,  having  in  many  respects  misbehaved  himself, 
ordered  that  he  be  immediately  dismissed."  Doubts  having 
arisen  as  to  the  legal  validity  of  this  decree,  the  following 
note  was  afterwards  interpolated  : — "  At  a  Council  the  'iOth 
June,  the  House  having  assigned  no  particular  cause  against 
the  said  John  Roe,  ordered  that  those  might  be  assigned : 
for  bearing  false  testimony  against  several  persons  of 
quality  in  this  city ;  for  refusing  come  {sic)  from  London 
with  Mr.  Maj'-or  when  thereto  required  ;  for  speaking  very 
opprobrious  reproachful  words  of  the  magistracy  and  Govern- 
ment." The  post  being  declared  vacant,  one  Daniel  Pym 
was  elected  in  the  following  August.  Two  months  later  it 
is  recorded  that  Roe  had  applied  for  a  uiandanmn  for  resti- 
tution to  his  office,  and  the  Mayor,  on  instructions,  retained 
three  barristers  to  resist  the  chiim.  Nevertheless,  in  Janu- 
ar}'-,  1()8'2,  the  Council,  in  doubt  as  to  its  proceedings, 
thought  it  advisable  to  begin  de  nofo,  and  summoned  Roe 
to  show  cause  wh}''  he  should  not  be  dismissed.  Roe  accord- 
ingly produced  a  '•liuml)le  answer"  to  the  above  charges, 
denying  the  alleged  misdemeanours,  but  refusing,  on  legal 
advice,  to  answer  further  until  his  suit  in  tlie  King's  Bench 
was  decided.  He  was  thereupon  again  dismissed.  Roe's 
proceedings  for  the  folloAving  eighteen  months  are  involved 
in  mystery.  He  was,  in  fact,  engaged  in  an  extensive  con- 
s])iracy,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  in  KJSo,  and 
saved  Ills  life  '"dy  by  a  Ibght  to  Holland.  The  Corporation 
exulted  over  what  appeareil  to  Ijo  the  exteirniination  of  its 
litigious  official.  His  surprising  resurrectioji  and  ultimate 
triumph  will  be  narrated  in  IG'.il. 

Two  destructive  fires,  one  uj)on  the  Quay  and  the  other 
in  Wine  Street,  occurred  in  the  early  montlis  of  ]()81,  and, 
as  was  always  the  case,  the  provision  made  against  such 
calamities  was  found  practically  unserviceable.  The 
Council,  in  June,  ordered  the  parishes  to  procure  fire-en- 
gines and  an  adequate  sujiply  of  buckets.  Old  engravings 
show  that  the  fire-engines  of  the  time  were  little  larger  or 
more  powerful  than  the  garden  engines  of  the  present  day, 
but  the  vestries  were  unwilling  to  incur  expense,  and  no- 
thing appears  to  iiave  been  done ;  for  in  September,  1G85, 
after  another  alarming  fire,  the  Council  "revived"  the 
above  order,  apparentlj'-  with  as  little  efiect  as  before. 
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The  Marquis  of  Worcester,  Lord-Lieutenant,  having 
given  orders  for  a  muster  of  the  militia  in  September,  the 
dominant  party  in  the  Council  resolved  to  avail  themselves 
of  his  visit  to  nuirk  their  adherence  to  his  ultra-itoyalist 
principles.  An  invitation  to  the  Marquis  and  his  two  sons 
to  accept  the  hosjjitality  of  the  Corporation  having  been 
graciously  accepted,  it  was  resolved  that  the  freedom  should 
be  jjreseuted  to  his  lordship  for  his  mau}^  favours,  not  only 
by  his  influence  with  the  King,  hut  by  his  "  happy  counsel 
and  advice,"  humlily  trusting  that  the  city  might  never 
want  the  favour  and  patronage  of  his  family.  The  same 
€om])liment  was  also  tendered  to  the  Marquis's  sons.  The 
nol)l('.  guests  seem  to  have  been  lodged  at  the  mansion  of 
Sir  Kobert  Cann,  l)ut  one  of  the  banquets  given  to  them 
took  place  in  Merchants'  Hall,  and  Avas  proljably  offered  by 
the  Society.  The  Corporation  expended  £lS<j,  of  which 
£110  were  received  by  Sir  Robert  Cann.  Amongst  the 
minor  items  of  the  account  were  4.s'.  for  two  pounds  of 
tobacco — a  vast  reduction  in  the  price  of  that  article  as 
compared  with  earlier  records — and  Is.  ]{kl.  fur  a  gross  of 
pi[)es;  Avhich  prove  that  smoking  had  become  a  2)0st- 
])vandial  custom  amongst  the  u]:)per  classes. 

About  the  time  when  the  members  of  the  Corporation 
Avere  hob-nobbing  Avitli  nobility,  humbler  citizens  Avere 
entertaining  a  visitor  whose  name  Avill  be  ever  associated 
Avith  the  progress  and  development  of  the  English  I'ace. 
Soon  after  William  Penn,  Avhose  Bristol  extraction  has  l)een 
already  noted,  had  obtained  the  charter  constituting  him 
proprietor  of  Pennsylvania  (February  2-ltli,  PiSl),  he  began 
prt'i);irat  urns  for  tlic  fvuiiidatinu  ui  his  cdIou}'.  At  his  in- 
sligatiou,  the  Qunkci's  of  Ih-istoi  organized  fi  company, 
styled  the  Free  Society  of  Traders  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
the  autumn  Penn  came  doAvn  to  confer  Avitli  the  leading 
members,  amongst  Avhom  Avere  men  named  Moore,  Ford, 
and  Cla^qxjle,  the  hrst-named,  Nicholas  ]\Ioore,  a  hiAvyer, 
being  their  chairman.  On  Se])tember  27th  Penn  granted 
the  company  20,UK)  acres  of  land  for  a  settlement.  A 
A'essel  having  been  fitted  out,  in  Avhich  several  persons  em- 
barked as  emigrants,  Moore  departed  in  charge  of  the 
expedition.  Penn,  Avitli  a  London  contingent,  sailed  shortly 
afterAvards  from  the  Thames. 

Amongst  the  Tanner  ]\1SS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library  is  a 
letter  from  Bishop  Groulston  to  the  Primate,  Avhich  throAVS 
some  light  on  the  corporate  yearnings  of  the  time.  Writing 
on  November  16th,  the  Bishop  stated  that  the  Ma3'-or  had 
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tliat  day  set  off  for  London,  previonsly  begging  the  writer 
to  appeal  for  the  Arclibishop's  assistance  in  the  applications 
he  was  about  to  make  to  the  King.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Corporation  desired  the  grant  of  a  new  charter ;  secondly, 
they  wished  to  have  a  lease,  in  reversion,  of  Kingswood 
Chase ;  and  thirdly,  they  were  anxious  that  Bristol  might 
have  a  Lord  Mayor.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  civic  records 
that  no  hint  of  any  of  those  proposals  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Council  minutes,  the  Mayor's  journey  being  ostensibly  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  taking  the  oaths.  It  will  presently  be 
seen  that  the  supplication  for  a  new  charter  was  granted  in 
a  manner  little  satisfactor}^  to  many  of  the  a])})licants.  The 
other  requests  were  eluded,  but  to  soften  the  Ma3'-or's  dis- 
a])pointment  he  was  dubbed  a  knight,  and  reappeared  in 
the  civic  cliair  as  Sir  Thomas  Earle. 

The  closing  months  of  the  j^ear  were  marked  by  tlie  out- 
break of  a  persecution  of  Dissenters  surpassing  the  grossest 
of  its  forerunners.  It  began  in  November  by  the  arrest, 
under  the  Conventicles  Acts,  of  all  the  Nonconformist 
ministers  and  aliout  100  laymen,  all  of  whom  were  flung 
into  Newgate,  In  Deceml)er,  the  notorious  attorney,  John 
Hellicr,  followed  by  a  smith  and  fourteen  labourers,  broke 
into  the  Presbyterian  chapel,  and  onlcred  his  hirelings  to 
pull  down  th(i  "  ju-attling  bux,"  the  jiews,  and  the  galK'ries, 
and  to  destroy  all  the  windows,  which  was  thoroughly 
accomplished.  The  Broadmead  meeting-house,  and  that  of 
the  Quakers  in  the  Friars,  were  next  reduced  to  ^^'r^'cks, 
and  the  timber  and  other  materials  of  the  latter  were 
carried  off,  and  apjiraisfd  at  il'l  lis'.  ('>^/.,  though  the  damage 
was  really  \uuvo  than  a  hundredfold  greater.  The  out- 
rages were  ]-)erpetrated  under  j^i'ctence  M  distraining  for  a 
fine  of  £5  laid  on  each  building  ly  Sir  Ivichard  Hart  and 
his  clique  for  not  sending  a  soldier  in  arms  to  the  militia 
muster  ;  but  they  were  doubtless  instigated  by  party 
vindictiveness,  many  of  the  Dissenters  having  voted 
against  Hart  at  the  Parliamentary  election.  In  the  case  of 
Broadmead  chapel  the  fine  had  been  actually  paid,  3a-t  the 
havoc  wrought  thei'e  left  it  a  mere  ruin.  On  December 
t:l()th,  tlui  JMaycn-,  ^\'ith  the  Sherilfs  and  the  Bisho])'s  Seei'e- 
tary,  took  the  held  in  person,  and  ordered  all  the  men 
gathered  in  that  chapel  to  he  committed  to  prison.  A 
few  days  later  it  was  again  entered  by  order  of  the 
justices,  when  the  seats  were  torn  up  and  burnt ;  and 
within  a  few  weeks  all  the  other  chapels  Avere  wrecked, 
the  windows  broken,  the  doors  nailed  up,  and  the  ministers 
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and  many  of  *  the  congregations  sent  to  gaol.  Children 
were  not  punishable  under  tlie  Acts,  but  several  Ijoys,  caught 
holding  meetings  for  prayer  whilst  their  fathers  and 
mothers  were  in  gaol,  were  put  in  the  stocks  and  beaten 
with  whalebone  rods.  Fifteen  boys  and  girls  were  com- 
mitted to  Bridewell  as  alleged  disturbers  of  the  peace, 
and  Hellier  urged  the  justices  to  have  them  lashed  with 
the  cat.  Some  of  their  parents  were  meanwhile  dying 
in  the  filthy  prisons,  and  many  were  beggartMl  by  the 
seizure  and  sale  of  their  goods.  Such  Dissenters  as 
remained  at  liberty  were  noAV  forced  to  betake  themselves 
to  tlie  fields  for  worship,  and  in  despite  of  the  opjjression 
their  meetings  were  sometimes  attended  by  from  1,(KJ0  to 
1,5UU  people.  At  the  sessions  in  March,  1(182,  upwards  of 
15U  persons  Avere  fined  £20  a  month  for  not  attending 
church.  Hellier  liad  then  become  under-sheriff  of  Somer- 
set, and  in  concert  with  one  Player,  a  magistrate  at 
Kingswood,  and  with  a  son  of  the  aldermanic  publican, 
Olliffe,  mercenaries  were  organized  for  preventing  open-air 
services  in  every  suburban  district.  On  April  11  th,  whilst 
a  minister  named  Ivuight,  and  a  lligli  Street  mercer 
named  Ford,  were  striving  to  escape  from  one  of  these 
gangs  l)y  crossing  the  Avon,  near  Conham,  Mr.  Ford  was 
drowned,  and  ]\lr.  Knight  died  subsequently  from  exhaus- 
tion. A  c(jroner's  jury  found  three  of  Ollilfe's  luirpies 
guilty  of  manslaughter,  but  at  the  trial,  at  Gloucester, 
the  judge,  awed  by  the  ])resence  of  Lord  Worcester's 
eldest  son,  ordered  the  ])risoners  to  be  acquitted,  and 
rebukefl  the  coroner.  Hellier,  in  the  meauAvhile,  got  six 
of  Knight's  congregation  I'ommitted  to  Somerset  assizes, 
Avhere,  on  his  false  allegations  of  their  disloyalty,  they 
were  each  fined  £Sn,  and  sent  to  gaol  until  'the  money 
Avas  paid;  Avhilst  in  Bristol  he  applied  for  50L)  writs 
against  recusants,  the  fine  being  £2U  a  month.  In  Jul}', 
the  Mayor  and  his  colleagues  posted  train- bands  at  the 
city  gates  on  Sunday  mornings,  to  prevent  Dissenters 
from  repairing  to  the  iields,  but  this  merely  forced  deter- 
mined men  to  depart  on  Saturda}^  nights.  Large  bodies 
of  officers  were,  however,  employed  to  ca]:)ture  such  as 
gathered  for  worship,  and  imprisonments  without  any 
warrant  were  of  constant  occurrence.  Newgate  was  in 
so  vile  a  state  that  one  of  the  aldermen  publicly  avowed 
that  he  would  not  send  his  dog  to  it,  yet  it  was  frequently 
so  gorged  with  Dissenters  that  four  were  compelled  to 
repose  on  each  miserable  pallet.     On  one  occasion  a  surplus 
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£^"lut  of  thirty-five  Quakers  liad  to  sleej)  upon  tlie  ground. 
aSTot  content  witli  endangering  the  lives  of  his  victims,  Hellier 
levied  exorbitant  distraints  on  their  goods,  breaking  into 
houses  and  shops  for  that  purpose,  and  selling  the  spoil 
at  a  small  fraction  of  its  value.  To  give  a  single  illus- 
tration of  the  uumljerless  outrages,  Mr.  Richard  Marsh, 
a  merchant  in  AVine  Street,  was  dej^rived  of  two  butts  of 
wine,  which  were  sold  for  the  derisory  sum  of  £-4,  and 
then  £()  in  money  were  taken  forcibly  from  him  to  make 
up  a  fine  of  £10.  Only  a  few  months  later,  a  second 
distress  was  levied  upon  liim  for  the  same  amount,  Avlien 
all  his  account-books  were  carried  off,  together  with  a 
quantity  of  goods,  the  ofhcers  even  ransacking  the  chamber 
in  Avhich  his  wife  was  l3'ing  in  child-bed.  Many  em- 
ployers of  labour  were  so  impoverished  as  to  he  forced 
to  discharge  their  workmen.  A  London  news-letter  of 
August  17th  stated  that  above  1,5(10  Bristol  Dissenters 
were  then  under  prosecution.  With  the  exception  of 
Hellier,  no  one  was  so  active  and  so  cruel  in  this  ])crs(^cu- 
tion  as  IleJlier's  jn'ompter,  Sheriff  John  Knight,  who  had 
learnt  inhumanity  whilst  a  factor  in  the  West  Indies. 
His  exploits  being  gleefully  reported  to  the  Government, 
he  Avas  rewarded  for  his  services  with  the  honour  of 
knighthood.  (It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  "old  Sir  John 
Knight"  was  disgusted  with  the  brutality  of  his  name- 
sake, and  was  spoken  of  by  a  (Quaker  pam})hleteer  as  "  a 
worthy  magistrate.")  The  fines  imposed  on  the  Bristol 
Quakers  alone  in  Id.SH  amounted  to  i'KyWO.  One 
prominent  Friend,  Charles  Harford,  pnid  fines  amounting 
t(>  i»ver  ,i.'i)(K>,  and  spent  seA'eral  nK)utlis  in  prison.  An 
attempt  was  nnule  by  Kniglit  and  Hejlier  to  ])ut  in 
operation  an  Act  of  Elizabeth,  under  which  persons 
refusing  to  conform  to  the  Church  aiid  not  abjuring  the 
realm  were  jmnishable  with  death.  In  fact,  Eichard 
Vickris,  son  of  Alderman  Vickris,  deceased,  had  this  sen- 
tence actually  pronounced  ujjon  him  by  Sir  John  Churchill, 
the  new  Ilecorder,  but  a  writ  of  error  was  i)rocured 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
])risoner  was  dischai'ged.  One  of  the  most  melancholy 
facts  connected  with  the  p)ersecution  is  the  language  in 
which  the  packed  grand  juries,  at  quarter  sessions,  expi'ess 
warm  approval  of  the  i^roceedings  of  the  authorities, 
urge  them  to  a  still  more  vigorous  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  insolently  "  present "  those  magistrates  (old  Sir  John 
Knight,  Alderman  Crabb,   and  Alderman  Creswick),  avIjo 
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discountenanced  the  outrages  that  were  being  constantly 
committed. 

AVilliam  Colston,  father  of  the  philanthropist,  died  on 
November  21st,  1681,  in  the  house  in  AVine  Street  that 
had  been  his  dwelling  for  nearly  fifty  j^ears.  He  had 
resigned  his  aldermanic  gown  in  1G()4,  but  continued  his 
mercantile  enti-rprises  with  groat  vigour,  anrl  became 
probably  the  largest  importer  of  Levant  fruits,  besides 
carrying  on  an  extensive  wine  arul  oil  trade  with  the  Penin- 
sula. Although  five  of  his  sons  attained  manhood,  none 
of  them  remained  to  assist  in  the  Bristol  house,  and  most 
oi  them  are  su])posed  to  have  been  long  resident  in  Spain 
or  Portugal.  Near  the  end  of  his  life  he  appears  to  have 
sent  for  his  fourth  son,  Thomas,  to  conduct  his  business, 
nnd  that  gentleman  soon  afterwards  was  admitted  a  free- 
man, and  elected  a  Common  Councillor,  and  purchased 
from  the  son  of  Sir  Henry  Creswick  the  stately  mansion 
of  that  family  in  Small  Street.  The  second  son,  Sir 
Ivichard  Colston,  resigned  the  considshi]-)  of  IMarseilles 
soon  after  his  father's  death,  but  did  not  return  to  Bristol. 
The  early  life  of  Edward,  the  eldest  child  of  the  family, 
is  as  o])scuro  as  that  of  his  l)rothors.  According  to  a 
statement  made  by  himself,  he  was  educated  in  London. 
The  books  of  the  London  Mercers'  Company  show  that 
at  Midsummer,  IGf)!,  he  was  a|)prenticjd,  being  tluvn 
within  five  mouths  of  completing  his  eighteenth  year, 
for  a  term  of  eight  ^^ears,  to  ILumfray  Aklington,  mercer. 
At  the  end  of  his  servitude?  he  must  have  been  absent 
from  the  capital,  for  though  the  privilege's  of  a  London 
freeman  were  indispensable  to  a  resident  merchant,  he 
did  not  aj^ply  for  athuission  into  his  (Vnnjiany  for  eleven 
years.  He  was  at  length  enri)lled  on  INlay  2nd,  1(573, 
when  he  ]iaid  a  small  fine  for  his  tardiness.  Of  his 
presence  in  Bristol  there  is  no  evidence  until  June  15th,  1G82, 
when  he  was  in  his  forty-sixth  year,  and  when  the  Cham- 
berlain records  a  loan  made  by  Inm  to  the  Corporation  :— 
^■Received  of  Mr.  Edward  Colston,  of  London,  merchant, 
at  5  per  cent.,  £1800  "  :  a  sum  subsequently  increased  to 
£2,(K)0.  This  transaction  jirobably  took  ])hice  wliilst  the 
lender  was  on  a  visit  to  the  city  to  Avind  u])  his  late 
fatlier's  estate,  of  which  he  was  executor.  In  December, 
1(583,  he  was  again  in  Bristol,  in  consequence  of  the  fatal 
illness  of  his  brother  Thomas,  and  took  the  opportunity 
to  seek  admission  to  the  freedom,  and  also  to  the  Mer- 
chants'   Society.     Thomas    died    in    the    following    year, 
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beqneatliinft-  tlie  house  in  Small  Street,  and  apparently 
tlie  mercantile  business,  to  Edward  ;  and  from  ICxSo  to  KJIS^S 
tlie  latter  imported,  in  sliips  previously  belongino*  to  liis 
father,  yearly  cargoes  of  oil  and  other  goods.  That  he 
was  not  even  then  a  resident  is  proved  by  the  minute-books 
of  the  Merchants'  Society,  in  wliich  his  ]3resence  at  a  Hall 
is  only  twice  recorded  ;  the  words  "  at  London,"  or  '•  lives 
at  London,"  being  generally  Avritten  against  Ids  name 
on  the  roll  in  explanation  of  his  absence.  During  the 
same  period,  in  fact,  lie  Avas  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  Christ's  Hospital.  In  lOHT,  when  the 
policy  of  the  Corporation  hacl  prol^ably  given  him  dis- 
satisfaction, he  demanded  the  repayment  of  his  loan,  and 
£()(X)  were  refunded  early  in  the  year.  But  he  continued  to 
press  for  the  l)ala]ice,  and  on  Oetolier  13th  the  Mayor  had  the 
un])leasant  duty  of  informing  the  Council  that  an  '•  extent  " 
had  been  levied  on  the  cit}^  property  to  recover  the  amount 
due.  A  few  days  lat(n',  Colston's  attorney,  ]\lr.  Thomas 
Edwards,  cam(3  to  the  rescue  oi  the  im})(^cunious  Council, 
advancing  the  required  amount  on  a  mortgage,  and  the 
un[)leasant  affair  was  thus  settled.  About  the  same  time 
Mr.  Colston  disposed  of  his  Bi'istol  ships,  closed  his  local 
transactions,  and  in  April,  l(iS!»,  removed  from  London 
to  Mortlake,  where  he  resided  almost  uninterruptedly 
until  his  death.  There  is  no  trace  of  another  visit  to 
Bristol  until  ITlM). 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  the  conditions  of  English  social 
life  in  an  agi;  destitute  of  newspapers.  AVith  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Uovernment  organ,  tlie  London  (uizctfe,  which 
t\\■iel^  ;l  Week  produced  [)rochi uia ( ious  and  tidings  of 
ollieial  ai)[)ointments,  with  liritd'  recordsi  of  horse  races, 
cock  lights,  startling  highway  roboeries,  and  executions 
of  criminals — all  compressed  intu  two  small  pages — no 
periodical  touching  cm  currtMit  events  and  to])ics  was 
allowed  to  be  printecL  The  only  manner  in  wliich  the 
provincial  public  could  obtain  a  knowledge  of  passing 
occurrences  was  by  means  of  London  "  news  letters,"  the 
writers  of  which  skilfully  collected  facts  and  gossip  from 
various  sources.  These  weekly  letters  became  about  this 
time  extremely  popular  amongst  the  class  that  could 
alibrd  to  purchase  them.  The  Corporation  audit  book 
contains  the  following  items  under  December,  1081  : — 
"Paid  the  Town  Clerk,  foi-  one  year's  Mr.  jMunday's 
letters,  £() ;  postage,  SD.s-."  The  cost  of  each  letter  was 
thus  a  little  over  'ds. 
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The  first  party  of  French  Huguenots  driven  out 
of  their  country  by  the  persecution  of  Louis  XIV. 
hindetl  at  Bristol  in  December,  1G81.  Amongst  the 
State  Papers  of  that  month  is  a  letter  from  the  ]\Iayor 
and  the  high-flying  Aldermen  to  Secretary  Jenkins, 
stating  that  tlu/  immigrants  consisted  of  men,  women 
and  children,  generally  of  the  meaner  sort,  and  need- 
ing relief,  and  that  many  more  were  ujiderstood  to  bo 
coming.  The  writers  were  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of 
them,  owing  to  their  great  number  and  poverty,  the 
cit}'-  having  already  more  poor  than  it  could  keep  at 
work,  and  dir(^ctions  were  requested  as  to  Avhere  the 
immigrants  should  be  sent.  The  truth  was  that  the 
Mayor  and  his  allies  were  greatly  annoyed  by  the  inliux  of 
this  new  body  of  Dissenters,  who  received  much  sympathy 
from  the  citizens.  Struck  by  a  happy  thought,  the 
irritated  justices,  in  the  following  month,  again  addressed 
Jenkins,  "begging  that  the  fines  levied  on  persons  resort- 
ing to  conventicles  might  by  the  King's  grace  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  French;  but  there  is  no 
record  of  this  pro]:)Osal  having  been  carried  out.  Another 
iiumerous  party  of  Huguenots  laiided  in  the  following 
August,  and  had  a  hos])itable  reception.  On  this  occasion 
the'  Corporation  disKursrd  £12  Klx.  for  their  relief. 
According  to  local  traditiou,  many  of  the  fugitives  were 
mariners,  and  this  class  Avonld  be  soon  alisovbed  in  the 
fast-increasing  merchant  service  of  the  port.  There  was, 
liowever,  a  sprinkling  of  higher-class  immigrants,  a 
minute  still  in  existence  veecirding  that  ten  mevehants, 
M  j)livsician,  three  s\irg(Mns,  and  nine  weavers  took  the 
(.)atli'of   allegiance   to    the    English    cxown. '' 

Tlu^  State  Pa])ers  fin-  1082  and  1083  contain  a  con- 
sideral:)le  number  of  papers,  hitherto  unpublished,  relat- 
ing to  the  quarrels  and  intrigues  then  disturbing  the 
Corporation.  From  the  facts  already  narrated,  one  would 
scarcely  suppos(i  that  Sir  Thomas  Earle's  treatment  of 
Dissenters  could  have  merited  disapjn-oval  on  the  ground 
of  its  leniency.  The  ]\[ayor  himself,  in  a  letter  sent  to 
Secretary  Jenkins,  in  June,  1(;82,  took  credit  for  his 
thoroughness.  The  King's  ailairs  in  the  city,^  he  said, 
"were  in  a  good  position,  the  conventicles  being  in_  a 
manner  wholly  suppressed.  AVe  deal  in  all  tenderness  with 
the  Quakers,  but  such  is  their  obstinacy  that  near  30  are  in 
Newgate,  and  GO  women  in  Bridewell,  where  we  put  them 
for  more  air.  and  to  prevent  their  chuuours  aUove'" — that  is. 
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to  the  Court.     But  tliis    was  far  from  satisfactory  to  tlio 
vindictive  Slieritf,  tlie  second  Sir  John  Knight,  who  in  the 
same  month  forwarded  to  the  Minister  a  furious  indictment 
against  Sir  Thomas.     It   is  highly   characteristic  of   this 
unscrupulous   man   that  the    missive,  and  otliers  that  will 
shortly  be  mentioned,  are  not  in  his  handwriting,  and  bear 
no  signature,  and  are  known  to  be  concocted  by  him  only 
from  the  endorsements  of  the  recipients  or  other  circum- 
stances.    The  Ma3^or  is  charged  with  scandalous  indulgence 
to  all  recusants  and  sectaries.     He  refuses  to  send  Baptists 
to  prison  ;  those   that  are  committed  by  other  aldermen  he 
induces   the  gaoler  to  liberate  ;  he  takes  sureties  from  rich 
Quakers    and    discharges    them    at    his    own   house ;  when 
Quakers  are  brought  before  the  bench,  and  he  finds  himself 
outvoted  by '' lionest  "  justices,  he  delays  committing  until 
he  can  get  a  majority  of  aldermen  on  his  side,  and  then  the 
offenders  are  let    off;    if     sectaries  are    convicted     by   the 
"loyal"    magistrates,    he  advises  the  prisoners    to    appeal, 
when  he  and  his  adherents  outvote  the  honest  justices  ;  it  is 
true   he  sends  some  poor  fanatics  to  prison,  but  that  is  done 
to  arouse  clamour  against  prosecutions  ;  and  finally  by  these 
arts  he  has  put  a  full  stop  to  proceedings  against  conven- 
ticles.    After  expatiating  on  these  scandalous  practices,  and 
detailing  the  case  of  the  llecorder,  the  libeller  comes  to  the 
real  object  he  has  at  heart.      He  urgt^s  that  the  Corporation 
have  forfeited  their  charter,  and  earuestly   hopes  that  the 
Iving    will  commiserate  the  condition  of  his  lo^^al  subjects, 
over-ridden    by   disaffected  magistrates,  by   issuing  a   (.)uo 
]V<ti')-(iiifo,  and  so  put  an  end  to  thu  existing  civic  body. 

Tliiit  Sir  John  Xnight  1 1,  had  colleagues  in  the  Council 
equally  eager  to  welconuMi  di'asiic  royal  })olicy  will  speedily 
bo  shown.  The  Government,  however,  v.'ere  ]Lot  yet  ready 
to  move ;  and  the  intriguers  found  it  necessary  to  take 
steps  to  secure  a  new  Mayor,  and  new  Sheriffs,  on  whom 
they  could  thoroughly  rely.  A  difficulty  was  encountered 
in  the, fact  that,  in  regard  to  Ijoth  ofhcea-,  several  of  those 
entitled  to  be  elected  by  the  usual  course  of  rotation  Avere 
men  whose  moderate  principles  rendered  utterly  objection- 
able. The  obstacle  was  found  to  be  so  serious  that  it  was 
resolved  to  apjdy  for  help  to  tlie  Marquis  of  Worcester,  and 
his  lordship,  cleverly  disguising  the  real  object  of  his  visit, 
ordered  a  muster  of  the  militia  for  the  alleged  purpose  of 
imposing  the  test  oaths  on  the  troopers.  During  his  stay, 
the  customary  corporate  festivities  took  2:)lace,  which  gave 
the  Marquis  an   opportunity  of  inculcating   obedience  and 
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fidelity  to  the  good  cause,  and  he  apparently  made  several 
converts.  He  ended  by  ordering  the  election  of  Thomas 
Eston  as  IMayor,  and  that  person,  with  George  Hart  and 
John  Combes  as  Sheriffs,  was  duly  elected.  Sir  Richard 
Hart  jubilantly  inhn-med  Secretary  Jenkins  that  "the  lo3'al 
party  carried  it  without  much  struggling."  The  Marquis, 
writing  to  the  same  Minister,  frankly  avowed  that  he  had 
come  to  the  city  "  to  promote  a  good  election,"  adding, '■  I 
have  so  far  proceeded  [succeeded  ?j  in  it  by  strengthening- 
some,  and  forcing  others,  that  though  the  King's  friends 
are  not  so  thorough  as  I  could  wish,  the  result  will  be  satis- 
factory. .  .  .  Wo  have  been  forced  to  leap  over  the  heads 
of  sonn^,  that  of  course  should  go  before  "  (those  elected). 

A  local  instance  of  the  mutability  of  human  institutions 
occurs  in  the  Council  minutes  of  September  loth.  In  the 
previous  century  the  chapel  of  "St.  Anne  in  the  AVood  " 
(Fillwood),  near  Brislington,  was  a  highl}'-  popular  place  of 
pilgrimage,  and  had  seen  even  royal  visitors  offering  at  its 
shrine.  In  108'2,  a  pottery  had  been  erected  amongst  the 
ruins,  and  at  the  above  meeting,  Edward  AVard,  ])otter,  St. 
Anne's,  was  admitted  a  freeman  gratis.  It  is  probable  that 
this  manufactory  was  the  first  in  the  distric;t  to  produce 
articles  superior  to  the  coarse  stoneware  turned  out  by  local 
])otters.  The  use  of  crockery  for  domestic  purposes  was  still 
far  in  the  future,  the  dinners  of  tlie  rich  buing  served  on 
pewter,  while  humble  traders  and  working-men  were  con- 
tent to  dine  on  wooden  platters. 

The  Council,  in  December,  filled  the  olFico  of  Recorder  by 
the  election  of  Sir  John  Churchill,  subser^uently  iNFaster  of 
tht^  {'oils.  This  man's  pompous  cntertainiiu'iit  in  J^-istol  of 
a  mt'iubtT  of  the  King's  harem  is  already  kno)vn  to  the 
reader.  But  the  Chamber,  as  if  to  em]jliasize  its  debase- 
uKiut,  ordered  that  the  hospitality  it  had  refused  to  Sir 
Robert  Atkyns  at  the  gaol  delivery  should  be  tendered  to 
his  successor  "  with  all  respect."  The  Ma3(or,  Avith 
Yeamans,  Olliffe,  Crump,  the  second  Sir  John  Knight,  and 
others  seized  the  opportunity  to  inform  Secretj3;ry  Jenkins 
of  the  appointment,  trusting  it  would  give  the  King  satis- 
faction. The  real  aim  of  the  letter,  however,  was  to  urge 
the  adoption  of  the  policy  already  prayed  for  by  Knight. 
The  city  would  never  be  well  settled,  said  the  writers,  until 
(old)  Sir  John  Knight  and  the  Aldermen  that  followed  him 
were  displaced  like  Sir  Robert  Atkyns.  This  dispatch  hav- 
ing been  sent  direct  to  AVhiteliall,  the  prime  mover.  Knight, 
drew  up  a  much  longer  diatribe,  which  he  forwarded  to  the 
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Recorder  for  communication  to  tlie  Government,     As  in  the 
former  case,   the  letter  bears  no  signature,  but  there  can  be 
no  question  as  to  its  authorship.     It  describes  the  Court   of 
Aldermen  as  consisting  of  the  Mayor  and  four  "good  men  " 
— Yeamans,  OllifFe,  Crump  and  Hart — and  seven"  ill  men'" 
who  would  be  increased  to  eight  next  election  if  a  Mayor 
were  chosen  by  seniority,  and  two  "ill  "  sheriffs  would  also 
come  in  by  rotation.     To    get   the  aldermanic    body  in  a 
"good"  state  the  writer  proposed  that  four  of  the  "  bad" 
men— the  elder  Knight,    Lawford,    Crabb  and  Cres wick- 
should  be  tried  for  riot,  convicted  and  ejected.     Earle  could 
be  laid  aside,  "  his  election  not  being  good,"  a  na'ive  confes- 
sion of  the  malpractices  of  the  clique.     Thus  five  "good" 
men  could  be  chosen,  and  the  succession  of  "  bad  "  men  would 
be  destroyed.     If  tliis  plan  were,  not  approved.  Knight  su"-- 
.  gested    that     the    King    should  send  down  a  mandate  to 
the  aldermanic   body  for  the  dis])lacement  of  the   "  bad  " 
men,  whose  relatives  would  then  not  dare  to  support  them, 
as  the}^  otherwise  would,     "  All  this,"  he  concludes,  "is  our 
judgment,"  showing  that  he  was  acting  with  the  assent  of 
his  partisans.     The  course  taken  by  tlie  Government  will 
S2:)eedily  appear. 

The  Dean   and   Chapter,    in    1(')82,    gave   orders   for  the 
erection  in  the  Cathedral  of  a  "fair  great  organ,"  still  in 
existence.     An  organ  built  shortly  before    the  Civil   War 
was  then  in  use,  but  was  doubtless  dila]:)idated,     A  capitu- 
lar minute  of  December  lUth  reads  : — "  It  apjiearingto  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  that  Paul  Heath,  organist,  and  master  of 
the  choristers,  hath  had  several  admonitions  for  keejnng  a 
disorderly  ale  house,  debauching  the  choir  men,  and  other 
disorders  there,   a.nd  neglecting  the  serrico  of   the  church: 
and  being  now  credibly  informed  that  he  d/f)th  still  keep  ill 
order  in  his  house,  and  hath  suffered  one  Kouch,  a  barber 
to  trim    in  his    house    on    the  Lord's    Day,  ,  .  ,   (and  ac- 
cording to  re])ort  hath  allowed  several   town-dwellers  to  sit 
tippling  in  his  house   till  they  were  drunk,  or  very  much 
overgone  Avith  liquor,'  one  of  them  being  found  there  dead, 
and  hath  often  suffered  illegal  games  there,"}  .  ,  ,  it  is  or- 
dered that  Heath  be   "  removed,   expelled,  and  dismissed." 
The   fixed  capitular  payments  were  th&n  £544  a  year ;  of 
which  the  Dean  received  £100,  the  six  prebendaries  £2(J 
each,  the  four  minor  canons,  £10  each,  six  singers  £12  each, 
four  choristers  £4  each,  and  the  organist  and  schoolmaster 
£20  each.     The  ordinary  income  was  about  £250  in  excess 
of  the  outlay,  and  this  surplus  was  raised  to  over  £1,00(J 
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in  years  wlien  valuable  leases  were  renewed.  Most  of 
the  balance  was  divided  annually  amongst  tlio  Chapter, 
the  Dean  receiving  a  fourth  and  each  prebendary  an 
eighth. 

Amongst  the  freemen  admitted  this  year  was  Onesiphorus 
Tyndall,  grocer,  a  native  of  Stinehcombe,  Avho  had  served 
as  apprentice  to  Nathaniel  Crowder,  and  Avlio  in  the  course 
of  a  long  life  became  a  wealthy  and  influential  citizen,  Mr, 
Tyndall  was  treasurer  of  Lewin's  Mead  Chapel  in  1704.  '^Fho 
name  of  Athelstane  Tyndall,  probably  a  brother  or  cousin, 
also  occurs  in  the  civic  records. 

A  unique  entry  occurs  in  the  Council  minutes  of  February 
Oth,  1()88.  It  records  that  Edward  Young,  Common  Coun- 
cillor, being  then  present,  an  excommunication  was  ])roduce(l 
against  him,  Avhereu])()n  he  witlidrew.  In  the  following 
month,  8ir  John  Knight  II.,  in  a  letter  to  Secretary  Jenkins, 
incidentally  stated  that  another  Councillor  [Michael]  Hunt, 
was  also  excommunicated.  There  is  no  further  reference  to 
either  case,  either  in  the  civic  minutes  or  elsewhere. 

The  idiom  of  the  AVest  of  England  is  amusingly  adopted 
by  the  Chamberlain  in  Februar}^,  when  he  iKjtes  the  pay- 
ment of  half  a  crown  to  some  men  "that  brought  out  the 
engin  from  under  the  Guildhall  to  try  him  whether  he  Avas 
in  order."  The  masculine  instrument  did  not  give  satisfac- 
tion, and  anew  engine  was  purchased  in  1084  for  £34  lbs. 
According  to  Sir  Richard  Hart's  account  of  his  squabble  with 
old  Sir  John  Knight  in  the  Tolzey,  his  angry  antagonist's 
walking-stick  was  also  of  the  male  gender : — "  He  took  up 
his  cane  and  shook  him  at  me." 

The  subserviency  of  the  Common  Council  to  the  new  des- 
potismhaving  been  so  unreserved,  it  seems  atiirst  sight  sur- 
])rising  that  the  King  and  his  advisers  wire  still  dissatisfied 
with  the  situation.  The  charters  of  Bristol  and  other  towns, 
however,  implied  the  existence  of  ])opular  self-government, 
and  though  men  of  the  stamp  of  the  second  Sir  John  Knighli 
and  Sir  Robert  Yeamans  were  everywhere  ready  to  obey 
royal  dictation,  there  was  always  a  possibility  that  those 
Avho  succeeded  them  might  refuse  to  be  used  as  mere  tools. 
By  deft  legal  trickery  the  Corporation  of  London  had  been 
driven  to  surrender  their  charters,  and  the  lives  and  property 
of  any  men  daring  to  oppose  the  royal  \v?ill  in  that  city 
were  soon  at  the  mercy  of  subservient  judges  and  juries 
packed  with  enemies.  The  Covernment  now  resolved  to 
secure  similar  ])owers  in  every  corporate  town,  and  in  JMarch, 
1683,  the  Court   of   King's   Bench,  on  the  motion  of  the 


41  n  THE    ANNALS    OF    BRISTOL      '  [1683 

Attorney-General,  granted  ca  ''rule,"  requiring  the  Corpora- 
tionof  Bristol  to  sliow  cause  why  a  Quo  Warranto  should 
not  issue  for  practically  depriving  the  city  of  its  ancient 
franchises.  Even  before  this  step  was  taken,  Sir  Jolin 
Knight  II.  had  sent  one  of  his  characteristic  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  urging  tlie  Government  to  proceed  with 
vigour.  He  had  now  abandoned  the  plan  lie  had  previously 
suggested,  and  hypocritically  pretends  that  he  is  the  mouth- 

l^iece  of  others  in  recommending  a  sweeping  revolution  : 

"  I  do  not  appear  in  the  business  on  my  own  hand,  but  on 
the  desire  of  the  Mayor  and  several  of  the  Council,  who  are 
agreed  the  city  cannot  be  settled  without  a  Quo  Warranto] 
for  a  purge  will  be  so  far  from  settling  us  that  it  will  divide 
us."     He   forwarded    the  names    of   the    members    of   the 
Council,  showing  t2(J  as  ready  to  bend  to  the  King's  desire, 
and  22    (including  seven  Aldermen)  as  "doubtful,"  but  he 
thought  that  eiglitof  these  would  prove  "right  "  on  a  divi- 
sion.    Five  others  were  absentees,  showing  that  the  Council 
numbered  53  instead  of  4-3.     "  If  I  have  erred  in  one  of  the 
2G  men,  I  will  never  see  his  i\rajesty's  face.     They  would 
despise  any  one  Avho  thought  otherwise  of  them.     Before  I 
attempted  this  design  of  a  surrender,  I  gained  a  confession 
from  each  of  them,   saying  they  would   submit."     He  then 
disclosed  the  manner  in    whicli    grand  jury  preseutments 
were  manufactured  : — "  In  the  expectation  that  a  writ  would 
be  sent,  it  was  designed  I  should   be  foreihan  of  a  grand 
jury,    that  so    their  presentment    might    agree    with   the 
Cuuncil."     Anticijmting  an  eas}^    victory,  tlie    Attorney- 
General  caused  the  writ  to  be  sent  down  towards  the  end  of 
i\ravch,  and  the  Council  assembh'd  on  tlu;  2llth,  Avhi-n,  to  the 
ciiiistrrnai  ion  of  iho  schi'iiiri's,  a  rcsdhilion  that  the  charters 
.shoidil  bt»  at  oiicci  surrendered    was  ( h;feate(i'|l   on  a  division. 
There  is  no  further  informal  ion  in    the  minute-book,  but  a 
letter  of  the  newly  created  Duke  of  Beaufort  to  Secretar}' 
Jenkins,  dated  April  1st,    gives  soine    interesting  details. 
His  grace  was  surprised  at  the  disappointment,  seeing  that 
Sir  John  Knight,  the  Bishop,  the  ]\[ayor,  the  ToAvn  Clerk, 
and  a  "great  number  of  the    considerablest  of  the   loyal 
party  "  had  been   to    Badminton  to  inform  him  that  they 
had  a  moral  assurance  of  success.     There  had,  however,  been 
a  defection  amongst  those  that  had  promised.     Sir  Thomas 
Earle  had  not  only  gone  astray,  but  had  made  a  motion  to 
"  address  the  King,   through  me,  to  continue  the  present 
charter,  which  begot  a  doubt  whether  I  might  not  favour 
such  a  design."     But  the  arch-traitor — of  all  unlikelj^  men — 
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was  Sir  Richard  Hart,  "  who  as  you  will  see  by  your  list 
[clearly  Knight's  list]  was  depended  on,"  but  who  insinuated 
that  the  Quo  Warranto  was  without  the  King's  privity  and 
approbation.  The  Duke  concluded  by  suggesting  that  the 
Cxovernment  should  send  down  a  threatening  letter,  when 
the  Mayor  would  call  another  Council ;  adding  that  the 
present  defeat  was  "  partly  due  to  jealousy  of  Sir  John 
Knight  having  too  great  a  sway  if  the  surrender  took 
place."  His  grace's  advice  was  probably  followed,  but  on 
April  28tli,  when  the  Council  re-assembled,  it  was  resolved 
to  j)ut  in  an  answer  to  the  writ  in  defence  of  the  city's 
rights.  The  step  seems  to  have  caused  a  little  perplexity 
at  Court,  and  a  delay  of  sonie  weeks  followed  ;  but  in  June 
the  Attorney-General,  in  a  letter  to  the  Town  Clerk,  stated 
that  he  not -been  hasty  in  pursuing  the  business,  but  was 
now  informed  that  his  delay  had  become  a  matter  of 
trium])h  in  Bristol,  where  it  was  supposed  he  was  afraid 
to  ])roceed.  "  Deceive  not  yourselves.  ...  I  entertain  no 
other  thought  but  of  proceeding  accord ing  to  a  strict  course 
of  law."  The  Corporation,  he  added,  would  be  called  to 
account  before  the  judges'  next  term.  The  chief  charges  to 
be  answered  were  stated  to  be  the  excessive  numljer  oi  the 
Common  Council  and  the  neglect  to  hold  gaol  deliveries, 
"divers  other  miscarriages  anil  forfeitures  "  being  hinted  at 
in  ferrorein.  The  Couiicil  directed  the  Town  Clerk  to  deny 
the  ehiirge  of  "  triumphing,"  and  to  ask  that  the  suit  might 
not  be  hurried  on,  it  being  impossible  to  make  a  just  defence 
ill  so  short  a  time. 

The  threatened  attack  did  not  prevent  the  civic  rulers 
from  riMitiiiuing  their  ([uarrcls.  The  ilt-etiiui  of  Sir  Thomas 
Ivirlc  as  an  Aldm-man  b}^  the  ultra-loyalists  A\'as,  rt>cordeti  at 
jiage  difi.  His  defection  on  the  surrender  question  aroused 
the  Avrath  of  the  party,  and  on  August  23rd  the  Mayor  and 
five  Aldermen  declared  his  election  void,  and  chose  the 
]\[ayor  to  fill  the  seat  to'  which  Day  and  Earle  had  been 
successively  appointed  !  The  matter,  however,  was  not  even 
yet  settled  (see  August,  1681)). 

The  record  of  cor2:>orate  difficulties  must  be  interrupted 
in  order  to  give  a  brief  account  of  a  conspiracy  already 
alluded  to  in  dealing  with  E,oe,  the  Swordbearer.  After  the 
King's  triumph  over  the  Whigs  in  1681,  a  numbei'^bf  hot- 
headed men  in  London,  Bristol  and  other  towns  began 
secretly  to  discuss  schemes  of  an  armed  insurrection,  with 
a  view  of  excluding  the  Duke  of  York  fi-om  the  throne. 
From  numerous  documents  in  the  State  Papers,  it  appears 

E  E 
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that  upwards  of  a  hundred  Bristolians  Avere  known  or  sup- 
posed to  be  concerned  in  this  project,  amongst  Avhom  Colonel 
JohnRumsey,  or  Roinsey,  Avhohad  been  Collector  of  Customs, 
Roe,  Nathaniel  Wade,  his  brother  AVilliam  Wade,  and  his 
brother-in-law  Joseph  AVhetham,  James  HoUoAvay,  draper 
(the  "  undertaker  "  of  the  weaving  scheme),  Joseph  Jackson, 
merchant,  Ichabod  Chauncy,  doctor,  Tliomas  Tyley,  mercer, 
and  Thomas  Scrope,  merchant  (son  of  Governor  Scropej, 
Avere  alleged  to  have  been  the  most  conspicuous.  The 
confederates  met  nightly,  sometimes  to  the  number  of 
seventy,  first  at  the  White  Hart,  and  later  at  the  Horse 
Shoe  inns ;  Avliile  another  party  gathered  at  the  IMermaid. 
Emissaries  of  the  "Kings  Head  club "  in  London  often 
came  doAvn  to  promote  the  design,  and  Roe  Avas  frequently 
sent  to  toAvn  for  the  same  purpose.  Risings  Avere  planned 
to  take  place  in  November,  1082,  in  nearly  all  the  large 
toAvns  in  the  country,  and  the  local  plotters  believed  that 
Bristol  could  be  easil}'-  surprised  and  seized  by  35<J  men,  of 
Avhom  2(H)  Avere  residents  and  15U  Avere  to  be  stealthily 
brought  up  from  Taunton.  Some  of  the  more  desperate 
and  fanatical  of  the  conspirators  in  London  seem  to  have 
doubted  the  feasibility  of  projects  of  this  character,  and, 
unknoAvn  to  the  general  confederacy,  hatched  a  plot  of  their 
own  in  March,  I(j8i3,  for  the  purpose  of  assassinating  the 
King  and  the  Duke  of  York  at  a  place  knoAvn  as  the  Rye 
House,  betAV-&en  London  and  NeAvmarket.  This  gang,  like 
nearly  all  such  gangs,  soon  produced  a  traitor.  In  May  the 
detection  of  the  miscreants  led  to  the  immediate  disclosure 
of  the  original  design,  and  the  Government,  Avith  cruel 
ingenuity,  confounded  the  schemes  together,  insisting  that 
all  Avho  had  joined  in  the  lirst  Avere  accessories  to  the  in- 
iondtid  bntchi'ry.  Colonel  Rumsey,  an,, unmitigated  villain, 
to  save  himself,  surrenchu'ed,  and  became  an  informer. 
Whetham,  captured  in  London,  Avas  carried  before  the 
Privy  Council,  Avliere  he  insisted  that  the  Bristol  club 
Av^as  simply  formed  to  prtnnoto  Sir  Robert  Atlcyns'  election 
as  memlx'r  of  I-'arliament,  and,  though  committed  for  trial, 
he  Avas  liberated  on  bail.  Roe  and  others  Hed,  including 
Holloway,  Avliose  sad  fate  has  yet  to  be  told.  Sir  Robert 
Cann,  on  June  2ud,  Avrote  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  alleging 
that  Robert  Henley,  Avho  Avas  still  unpardoned  for  his 
Parliamentary  candidature,  Avas  Wade's  ^  great  corres- 
pondent," evidentl}^  hoping  that  this  Avould  justify  a  pro- 
secution, adding  that  Dr.  Chauncy' Avas  "the  belhvether  of 
all  the  phanatickcs  here."     The  Ma3'or  informed  Secretary 
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Jenkins  that  fonr  members  of  the  Counr-il,  named  Hine, 
AVatts,  Corsley  and  Hale,  had  been  committed  to  tlie 
sessions  for  their  complicity  in  the  plot,  and  asked  how  they 
shonld  be  disposed  of.  Hellier,  the  attorney,  denounced  Dr. 
Channcy  to  the  same  Minister  as  a  pestilent  incendiary, 
adding  that  all  the  seditious  practices  against  the  King  were 
hatched  in  the  meeting-house  that  the  doctor  had  built  in 
Castle  Green.  Chauncy,  after  being  four  months  in  gaol, 
was  banished.  Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  sessions  book,  the 
fate  of  the  others  arrested  in  Bristol  is  unknown. 

The  discovery  of  the  Rye  House  plot  afforded  the  Council 
an  opportunity  for  beseeching  the  good  graces  of  the  King 
of  which  they  did  not  fail  to  profit.  On  September  ISth  a 
congratulatory  address  to  His  IMajesty  was  adojDted,  ex- 
pressive of  joy  on  his  escape  from  a  damnable  conspiracy  ; 
but  the  compliments  were  but  a  shoeing  horn  to  prayers  on 
a  more  interesting  suljject.  "  AVe  humbly  hope  that  your 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  accept  our  constant  care  of  pre- 
serving the  government  of  this  city  in  loyal  hands  .  .  .  not 
depending  upon  our  own  judgment  .  .  .  but  electing  the 
Mayor  last  year  by  the  intimation  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
and  this  year  our  Ma^^or  and  Sheriffs  from  your  sacred 
Majesty's  directions."  It  was  then  humbly  begged  that  the 
privileges  of  the  city  would  be  confirmed,  a  pledge  being 
given  to  govern  according  to  t]ie  King's  directions.  Tlie 
address  was  "forthwith  presented  by  the  retiring  Mayor, 
who,  a  week  later,  "  read  the  very  words  uttered  by  his 
Ma  jest}'"  "  on  the  occasion.  These  gracious  expressions  were 
not  recorded  in  the  minutes,  but  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  pro- 
fesses to  repeat  them  in  a  letter  to  Secretary  Jenkins.  His 
jMajesty  said  he  intended  to  (h'Uiand  no  more  than  the  Cor- 
poration liad  ottered — namel}^,  to  have  the  gqyerning  power 
secured  to  himself.  When  that  was  done  the  charters 
should  be  confirmed  as  was  desired.  This,  added  the  Duke, 
ought  to  force  on  a  surrender;  if  the  Council  refuse,  the 
Quo  Wai'miito  should  be  vigorously  prosecuted. 

The  year  was  full  of  surprises.  It  ^vill  be  seen  that  the 
King  (who  had  rejected  a  whining  suggestion  for  re-election 
sent  up  by  Eston)  had  commanded  the  elevation  to  the  civic 
chair  of  the  innkeeper,  lialph  Olliffe,  whose  only  claims  to 
such  an  honour  lay  in  his  servilit}^  to  the  Government  and 
his  cruel  treatment  of  Dissenters,  though  Bishop  Mew,  of 
Wells,  extolled  him  to  the  King  as  "an  excellent  subject  and 
a  serviceable  man."  On  September  21)th,  Oljiffe,  then  ill, 
was  carried  to  the  Guildhall  in  a  sedan,  to  be  SAVorn  in;  but 
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he  died  a  few  hours  afterwards,  to  the  dismay  of  liis 
partisans,  who  hurriedly  despatched  a  messenger  to  Court  to 
receive  fresh  instructions.  In  a  letter  of  October  oth  the 
King,  regretting  the  death  of  the  "  worthy  magistrate," 
stated  that,  on  the  advice  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  (wlio  had 
really  recommended  tliat  the  cit}^  should  be  left  without  a 
Mayor  for  a  while,  to  keep  the  Council  in  awe),  he  tliought 
fit  to  recommend  AVilliam  Clutterbuck  for  the  vacant  office, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  heats  of  an  open  election,  and  signifi- 
cantly reminded  the  Council  of  tlicir  late  promise  to  obey 
his  instructions.  The  mandate  elicited  "  hearty  thanks,"  i 
and  was  of  course  complied  with. 

The  new  Mayor,  assisted  by  a  committee,  now  adch^esscd 
the  Attorney-General,  as  the  King  had  suggested,  begging 
that  he  would  not  proceed  with  tlie  Qito  Warranto,  and 
jjromised  him,  with  a  just  estimate  of  his  character,  | 
"  returns  suitable  to  your  quality  and  pains  "  on  a  favour- 
able reply.  Sir  Holx-rt  Sawyer  responded  on  October  25th, 
promising  his  good  offices,  but  clearly  intimating  that  the 
Council  must  surrender  at  discretion,  "  As  you  express 
readiness  to  com])ly  with  what  may  be  necessary,  I  have 
sent  you  an  instrument,  which  must  be  executed  b}^  you 
before  the  King  can  proceed  in  reguhiting  the  government 
of  the  city."  Tlio  "  instrunn'nt  "  contained  a  confession  of 
tlie  offences  mentioned  in  Sawyer's  previous  letter,  an  offer 
to  surretrder  all  the  liberties  and  franchises  conceded  by  the 
charters,  and  a  jjrayer  that  the  King  would  grant  such 
privileges  as  he  might  think  conducive  to  good  government. 
An  appeal  to  the  royal  minions  then  acting  as  judges  being 
obviously  hojieless,  the  humiliating  document  was  executed 
on  October  ."Mst,  and  the  'l\)wn  ("lerlc.  was  sent  witli  it  to 
London  to  i)lead  for  hivourable  terms,  lie  had  scarcely 
arrived  there  before  he  discovered  that  much  pecuniary  lu- 
brication would  be  needed  "  to  make  things  pleasant."  The 
Lord  Keeper  and  Secretary  Jenkins  had  been  already  oiled, 
the  first  Avith  wine  costing  £12,  and  tlie  latter  with  "-!() 
dozen  mark  quarts  "  of  the  same  liquor,  costing  cCoO  lli^-.  ]ld. 
The  Town  Clerk  had  provided  himself  with  a  hamjier  of 
wine  for  the  Secretary's  secretary,  but  that  worthy  declined 
the  gift,  with  a  hint  that  a  handier  present  would  be  qnit() 
acceptable.  "  Though  wine  will  not  go  down  witli  some," 
wrote  Mr.  Romsey  to  the  Mayor,  "  yot  I  perceive  that  raone}'- 
will  with  all,  for  the  officers  through  which  the  patent  has 
to  pass  have  taken  every  occasion  to  speak  of  Bristol  as  the 
most  opulent  wealthy  place  in   England,  and  that  bounty 
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was  expected.     Nay,  thej^  made  a  sort  of  comparison  of  it 
to  tlie  East   India  Company."  (out  of  which  they  had  ex- 
torted enormons  o-ratuities.)       The  nnhapp}'' official,    "sick, 
of  tiiis  j^lace,"'  asks  as  to  what  shall  be  done  with  Jenkins, 
who,  in  spite  of  the  wine,  was  causing  things  "  to  stick," 
and  conclufles  by  requesting  more  money.     Romse}'',  after 
many  Aveeks'  negotiations,  obtained  some  slight  concessions, 
the  Corporation,  for   instance,  being  permitted  to  appoint 
Town  Clerks,  subject  to  the  King's  approval.     A  request  for 
additional  fairs   was  also    granted,    but'  a   prayer   for  the 
Rangership  of  Kingswood   was  rejected.     Doubtless  for  the 
purpose  of  extracting  more  money,  no  real  progress  was 
made  until  far  into  the  following  year,  the  King  keeping 
the  city  in  his  own  hands  until  June   2nd,   1684,  when  the 
new  charter  was  executed.     Tlie  instrument  reserved  to  the 
Crown  the  right  to  annul  the  election  of  any  civic  official 
and  to   nominate   his  successor,   the  chief  object  being  to 
secure  Sheriffs  who  could  be  relied  upon  to  pack  juries,  and 
to  return  members  of  Parliament  of  approved  Court  princi- 
ples.    The  safeguards  of  absolute  government   seemed  thus 
complete.     Apparently  at  the   re(juest  of  the   Corporation, 
the  charter  empowered  the  Council  to  impose  a  fine  of  £oUJ 
on  any  one  refusing  to  serve  as  IMayor,  Alderman,  Sheriff  or 
Councillor,  and  to  im])rison  the  recusant  until  the  fine  was 
paid.     The  affair  entailed  an  outlay  of  £742  lV>s.   (kl.  ex- 
clusive of  the  wine  presents. 

The  first  mention  of  a  local  glass  grinder  occurs  this  year, 
when  a  man  was  admitted  a  freeman,  on  his  undertaking  to 
take  a  City  sclioolboy  as  an  a})]')rentice  without  the  usual 
premium  of  £7.  (Tlie  first  glass  maker  does  not  appear 
upon  the  roll  until  1690,')  On  the  same  day  a  vote  of  £20 
was  passed  for  tlu'  redemption  of  one  Ca])taiu  Johnson,  who 
had  rendered  the  Corporation  services,  but  had  heen  captured 
and  enslaved  by  the  Algerines. 

An  amusing  account  of  Sir  Robert  Cann,  a  gentleman  noAV 
well  known  to  the  reader,  is  given  in  the  reminiscences  of 
Roger  North,  and  must  refer  to  about  this  date.  The  cyn- 
ical narrator  states  that  soon  after  his  brother  Dudley,  the 
<3minent  merchant,  returned  from  Turkey,  which  was  in 
168U,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Sir  Robert's  daughter, 
the  rich  widow  of  a  knight  named  Gunning  (of  Rood  Ash- 
ton,  a  descendant  of  the  Bristol  Gonnings).  The  lady  looked 
on  liim  favourably,  but  her  father  was  opposed  to  the  match, 
and  di.'clinc<l  to  entertain  the  suitor's  in'ojKjsals  until  he  had 
acquired  such  an  estate   in  land  as  would  provide  a  fitting 
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jointure  for  tlie  lady.  Duilley,  iu  reply,  oli'ered  to  settle 
'£20,()(X)  upon  her,  but  Sir  Robert  eiu'tly  responded  : — ''My 
answer  to  your  first  letter  is  an  answer  to  your  second." 
Dudley,  equall}'-  laconic,  retorted: — "I  see  you  like  neither 
me  nor  my  business."  After  some  time,  however,  Cann 
yielded  to  the  coaxing  of  his  daughter  ;  North  settled  his 
2:)roperty  on  his  intended  wife ;  and  the  wedding  took  place, 
but  not  before  the  bride  had  thrown  the  marriage  settlement 
into  the  fire.  The  old  baronet  eventually  became  proud  of 
his  son-in-law,  who,  when  he  came  to  Bristol,  "to  humour," 
says  the  bitter  storyteller,  "the  vanity  of  that  city  and 
people,"  put  himself  into  a  splendid  equipage ;  and  the  old 
man  often  said  to  him,  "Come,  son,  let  us  go  out  and  shine," 
by  Avhich  he  meant  a  promenade  in  the  streets,  attended  by 
six  footmen  in  rich  liveries. 

The  elder  Sir  John  Knight,  after  a  long  and  active  career, 
died  in  December,  10813,  aged  71,  and  the  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing between  him  and  his  less  reputable  namesake 
henceforth  disappears.  The  latt(U',  as  has  been  previously 
stated,  spent  several  years  in  the  West  Indies,  and  he  appears 
to  have  thought  that  his  services  to  the  Court  in  procuring 
the  surrender  of  the  city  franchises  entitled  him  to  no  less 
a  reward  than  the  governorship  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  then 
held  by  Sir  William  Staph^ton.  That  he  applied  to  the 
King  for  this  lucrative  post  is  stated  by  himself  in  a  letter 
amongst  the  State  Papers,  and  lie  adds,  what  is  by  no  means 
unlikel}'-,  that  His  Majesty  had  given  him  hopes  of  the 
appointment.  The  Ministry,  however,  effectually  remon- 
strated, and  the  disappointed  suitor  returned  to  Bristol,  and 
bt'took  himself  to  bullying  his  eolleagucs  in  the  Council. 
One  of  them,  Kdward  Feikling,  who  sty^ps  himself  an  old 
Cavalier,  appealed  to  Secretary  Jenkins  on  January  olst, 
1()8-1.  Observing  that  Knight  had  been  more  early  "digni- 
fied" than  his  actions  or  estate  deserved,  the  writer  con- 
tinues : — "But  his  dignity  would  not  satisfy  his  ambition 
without  Sir  AVilliam  Stapleton's  place  to  maintain  it.  Ho 
has  magnified  his  actions  to  get  a  place  of  profit  for  himself, 
for  which  he  has  trampled  upon  many  loyal  subjects  of  good 
estate  .  ,  .  and  publicly  preaches  against  the  old  suffer- 
ing Cavaliers.  In  December  last,  when  he  missed  hi.*; 
expectation  of  being  generalissimo  of  the  Caribbees,  he 
hasted  to  this  cit}'-  to  set  himself  up  for  a  parliament  man, 
])romising  some  and  threatening  others,  and  putting  the  city 
in  a  ferment."  Mr.  Feilding  thinks  it  his  duty  to  report 
this,  "  which  has  lost  the  King  100  for  one."     On  February 
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4tli,  tlie  Secretary   received   aiiotlier   account    of   Knight's 
doings  from  one  John  Haris,  who  alleged  that  Sir  John  in- 
tended to  get  John  Romsey  re-appointed  Town  Clerk  "that 
they  might    govern  the  city   J03''ntly.  .  .  .  The  way  that 
things  are  now  managed  gives  great  discontent  to  the  loyal, 
finding  they  are  to  be  governed  by  these  two  proud  hot- 
headed   gentlemen,    whose  dependence   is  on  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort."     Soon    after,    the    authorities    of    the    Leeward 
Islands,  greatly  disturbed  by  reports  that  Ivnight  would  be 
sent  out  to  govern  them,  sent  home  urgent  appeals  against 
the  nomination  of  a  man  "  who  is  well  known  here,"  and 
whose  inexperience  and  self-interest  would  be  injurious  to 
both    the   King   and   the   colonies.     Finally,    Sir   AVilliam 
Stapleton    must    have    forwarded    a    scathing    account    of 
Kniglit's  conduct  whilst  at  the  islands,  for  Sir  John  peti- 
tioned the  Privy  Council  to  allow  him  "  to  vindicate  his  re- 
putation from  the  scandalous   libels."     A  committee    was 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  but  there  is  no  further  mention 
of  the  subject  in  the  minutes  of  the  Government.   But  in  the 
late  Mr.  Sholto  Hare's  collection  is  a  graphic  letter  from  Sir 
William  Stapleton  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  of  Kings weston, 
dated  7th  ]\[arch,  1()84,  in  wliich  he  refers  to  the  intrigues 
of  the  "Bristol  lieroe"  whilst  at  Montserrat,  and  to  his  talent 
for  noise  and  clamour.    "There  is  nothing  I  abhor  more  than 
to    speak  b)ehind    any   man's    back,   yet    such   is  his   rude 
behaviour  and  insolence  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  say  some- 
what of  the  man  who  is  so  much   hated  by  all  men  here. 
...  I  understand  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  is  this 
lieroe's  patron,  but  I  am  confident  if  his  grace  knew  him, 
he  would  never  admit  liim  in  tlie  commission  of   deputy- 
lieutenants  or  militia,  unless  it    were    ])urely    against   the 
(|uati[Uers,  that  he  knows  will  not  strike."  ^ 

In  the  first  week  of  May,  l(jy4,  tlie  civic  authorities 
]-eceived  a  horrible  consignment  from  London — the  head  and 
dismembered  body  of  James  Holloway,  executed  there  on 
April  Both — accompanied  l)y  an  order  from  the  Government 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  ghastly  fragments  over  the  prin- 
cipal city  gates.  The  hapless  "undertaker"  of  the  corporate 
weaving  scheme  was  treated  with  exceptional  barbarit}'  by 
the  King's  advisers.  According  to  his  confession,  printed  in 
the  State  Trials,  he  had  conceived  a  project  for  wresting  the 
linen  trade  from  French  hands  by  producing  the  fabrics  at 
home,  and  had  gone  to  AVestminster  to  solicit  the  support  of 
leading  statesmen,  in  which  he  had  met  with  some  success, 
when,  during  the  Popish  Plot  mania,  he  was  induced  to  join 
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ill  the  conspiracy  for  excluding  the  Duke  of  York  from  the 
throne.  On  the  discovery  of  the  Ii3^e  House  Plot,  in  which 
he  was  not  concerned,  he  absconded,  and,  as  he  did  not 
surrender  under  the  royal  proclamation,  througli  fear  of 
arrest  by  some  of  his  creditors,  he  was  outlawed.  After 
wandering  about  the  country  for  some  weeks,  disguised  as  a 
seller  of  wood,  he  succeeded  in  hiring  a  boat  of  ten  tons 
burden  in  Bristol,  whence  he  sailed  to  France,  and  eventually 
to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  emplo3^ed  a  factor  to  collect 
various  debts  due  to  him.  This  the  scoundrel  did,  but 
appropriated  the  money  himself,  and  betrayed  his  employer 
to  the  authorities.  On  being  brought  to  London  Holloway 
sued  piteously  for  pardon,  but  his  confession  was  unsatis- 
factory to  the  Government,  since  it  contained  no  evidence 
against  any  of  the  men  that  the  authorities  sought  to  wreak 
vengeance  upon.  No  trial  took  place,  and  the  unhaj^py  man 
was  ordered  to  be  executed  on  his  outlawry. 

During  the  nine  months  that  elapsed  between  the   sur- 
render of  the  old  charters  and  the  coming  into  force  of  their 
debased  substitute,  the  functions  of  the   Common   Council 
were  totally  suspended,  the  negotiations    with    the    Court 
being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  King's  nominee,  the  ]\layor. 
Before  the  Cliamber  was  permitted  to  resume  its  duties,  a 
body  of  royal  Commissioners,  consisting  of  the  Marquis  of 
AVorcester,  Sir  John  Smyth,  and  others,  held  a  sitting  on 
July  10th,  1084,  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
other  tests  of  devotion,  and  were  entertained  at  the  city's 
expense  by  Sir  Robert  Cann,  the  outlay  being  £138.     The- 
first  meeting  for  business  under  the  new  dispensation  took 
])lace  on  July  22nd,  wlien  the  roll  shows  the  tdianges  that 
liail   bi'im  eliected.     Sir  Thonnis  Earle    had    been    removed 
from  the  akleTinanic  body,  and  William  Hayman  had  been 
nominated  in  his  room  by  the  King,  who  also  appointed  the 
JNlayor   in    the   phice   of   old    Sir  John  Knight.     Nineteen 
Councillors,  including  Thomas  Day  and  Edward  Feilding, 
had  been  displaced,  and  only  sixteen  of  the  old  bod}''   re- 
tained their  seats,  new  men  being  brought  in  to  complete  a 
Chamber  numbering  43.   as    of   okl.     Two   new    members, 
AVilliam   I\ferrick  and  Ilichard  Gibbons,  |>rayed  earnestl}'-, 
but  vainly,  to  be  excused.     Thanks  were  voted  to  the  Lord 
Iveeper,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  Secretary  Jenkins  for  the 
great  favour  they  had  conferred  on  the  city  in  furthering 
the  new  charter  ;    but  even  the  well-manipulated    Council 
showed    a    sjiark    of   independence.      Lord    Guildford    had 
*' thought  fit  to  request"  the  Chamber  to  confer  the   two 
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city  leoturesliips  upon  Mr.  Gaskarth,  lately  appointed  vicar 
of  St  Nicholas',  on  the  ground  of  the  small  income  of  the 
living  ;  but  as  a  respected  clergyman,  Mr.  Chetwyn,  already 
held  one  lectureship,  the  Council  tacitly  refused  to  displace 
liim,  and  conferred  the  other  ui)on  the  Lord  Keeper's 
nominee. 

The  harrying  of  Dissenters  had  gone  on  almost  uninter- 
ruptedly from  the  period  at  which  it  was  last  mentioned,  and 
was  continued  throughout  1()H4.  The  Sheriffs  nominated 
by  the  King  sought  to  outrival  their  predecessors  in 
severity ;  and  the  Quakers,  in  a  petition  to  His  Majesty, 
made  a  piteous  appeal  for  12(3  of  their  sect  immured  in 
Newgate  and  Bridewell,  many  for  "  near  two  years,"  while 
greater  oppression  was  threatened.  To  give  an  instance  of 
the  treatment  of  others,  the  Mayor  on  August  23rd  paid 
into  Court  £42  lUs.,  money  levied  on  Michael  Pope  and 
others,  convicted  of  attending  worship  in  Lewin's  Mead 
Chapel,  one-third  of  the  total  amount  being  chie  to  the 
King.  :  Distresses  for  the  recovery  of  similar  hues  were  of 
constant  occurrence,  three  successive  distraints  being  levied 
on  the  goods  of  Mr.  Burges,  draper,  AVine  Street.  At  this 
period,  the  ministers  of  two  cha])els  had  been  eighteen 
months  in  Gloucester  gaol,  and  there  were  numberless  com- 
mitments of.  laymen.  On  the  accession  of  James  II.,  in 
l(j85,  about  1,5(J0  Quakers  were  liberated  from  prisons,  of 
whom  about  a  hundred  were  Bristolians  ;  but  no  I'enit}'"  was 
shown  to  other  Dissenters.  In  the  following  November, 
Mr.  Fownes,  minister  of  Broadmead  Chapel,  died  in 
Gloucester  gaol,  where  he  had  been  incarcerated  for  nearly 
three  years. 

An  example  of  the  manner  in  A\'hich  the  jiurified  Corpor- 
ation dealt  with  their  Church  patronage  ocdmrred  in 
Se[)tember,  1(584,  when  Kichard  Koljerts  was  presented  to 
Christ  Church,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  venerable  Mr. 
Standfast.  In  the  following  month  Mr.  Iloberts  petitioned 
the  Chamber,  alleging  that  his  new  ])arishioners  were 
"  litigious,"  and  it  was  resolved  to  tlefend  him  at  the  city's 
charge.  The  simple  fact  was,  that  lioberts  was  already 
incumbent  of  All  Saints',  and  wished  to  enjoy  the  other 
living  whilst  evading  the  services  due  to  the  parish.  Tlie 
scandal  continued  fo]'  a  year  and  a  half,  when  the  Christ 
Church  vestry  again  threatened  resistance,  and  the  parson 
renewed  his  brazen  request  for  corporate  sup|)ort,  although 
he  had  been  unable  to  get  a  dis])ensation  to  hold  the  two 
incumbencies.     The  Council,  still   anxious   for  his   welhire. 
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then  presented  Emanuel  Heatli  to  Christ  Church,  "  j^et  not 
to  injure  the  right  of  Mr.  Roberts  if  he  can  obtain  a  dis- 
pensation." Heath — who  was  also  incumbent  of  St. 
Augustine's — retained  the  vicarage  until  his  death,  in 
Jamaica,  in  1698.  He  had  obtained  a  royal  warrant  to 
absent  himself  from  his  livings  for  seven  years ! 

Attempts  to  obtain  the  freedom  by  trickery  were,  when 
discovered,  dealt  Avith  sharply.  A  publican  named  New- 
port, having,  as  he  pretended,  served  an  a])prenticeship  to  a 
freeman,  got  his  name  placed  on  the  roll,  and  set  up  in 
business.  But  the  authorities,  on  discovering  that  his 
servitude  had  been  a  mere  sham,  disfranchised  him,  and  his 
shop  windows  were  nailed  down.  The  offender  petitioned 
for  pardon  in  October,  and  was  re-admitted  on  paying  a 
line  of  £4(.).  Another  victualler,  though  a  "  foreigner,"  was 
granted  the  freedom  about  the  same  time,  on  pajanent  of 
^J8.  Shortly  afterwards,  a  new  industry — the  manufacture 
of  tin  plates — -was  introduced  into  the  city  by  one  John 
Combs,  who  became  a  freeman  on  paying  £-1. 

Sir  John  Knight  was  in  such  dudgeon  at  the  Govern- 
ment's refusal  to  reward  him  for  his  recent  exertions  that 
he  resolved  on  retiring  from  the  Corporation.  He  accord- 
ingly petitioned  the  Privy  Council  in  Jul}'',  praying  for  his 
discharge,  "  as  the  only  expedient  to  secure  him  from  envy 
and  ruin."  The  King's  acquiescence  was,  after  some  dela}'-, 
transmitted  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  as  the  general  con- 
troller of  corporate  affairs,  and  at  a  Common  Council  held 
on  January  15th,  1(585,  a  letter  was  read  from  his  grace, 
stating  that  Knight  had  been  dismissed,  though  the  King 
was  well  satished  with  him,  ami  exhorting  the  Council  to 
elect  a  man  equally  zealous  for  the  King,  Church  and  State. 
The  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Robert  Brook- 
house,  who  received  a  warning  that  his  non-acceptance  of 
the  place  would  entail  a  fine  of  £2(_KJ,  and  imprisonment  till 
it  was  paid.  Brookhouse,  however,  took  his  seat  on  the 
same  day,  but  speedily  tired  of  his  dignity,  which  he 
was  allowed  to  relinquish  six  months'  later  on  pa3nnent  of 
i:i(K). 

Henry  Grough,  a  former  Sheriff,  but  ejected  from  the 
Chamber  by  the  new  charter,  was  at  the  above  meeting 
voted  a  pension  of  £20  a  3'ear,  "  considering  his  condition." 
After  his  death,  in  1094,  his  widow  received  a  jjension  of 
£10  for  life. 

The  death  of  Charles  II.  on  February  0th,  1085,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  known  in  Bristol  until  the  morning  of 
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the  Stli.  Although  the  day  was  a  Sunday,  it  was  resolved 
to  make  the  customary  proclamation  of  his  successor  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  ceremon^^  is  said  to  have  taken  place 
"with  the  greatest  joy  and  acclamation."  From  resjiect  for 
the  Lord's  Day,  the  expenses  were  limited  to  12,S'.  6d.  A 
few  days  later,  the  Council  adopted  a  congratulatory  address 
to  the  new  sovereign,  redolent  of  the  servility  due  from 
courtly  nominees.  The  death  of  a  King  of  blessed  memory 
Av'ould  have  been,  it  was  alleged,  insupportable,  had  not  his 
successor's  virtues,  sagacity  and  affection  alleviated  grief. 
Entire  confidence  of  haj)j)iness  was  ])laced  in  His  Majesty's 
government,  and  pledges  were  given  tliat  the  dutiful 
addressers  would  stand  by  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 
'IMie  Mayor  (WilHam  Hay  man],  whose  affection  for  the 
Crown  audits  ministers  underwent  some  modification  before 
he  quitted  ofHce,  presented  the  fulsonie  document  at  White- 
hall, and  received  the  honour  of  knighthood.  The  Council 
then  felt  unhappy  at  being  without  a  portrait  of  a  bene- 
ficent monarch,  and  one  John  Hoskins  was  paid  £10  5*'.  for 
a  work  to  supply  the  .desideratum.  (A  few  j'^ears  later  the 
face  of  this  picture  was  covered  with  paint,  and  the  figure 
converted  into  a  portrait  of  Charles  II.)  The  coronation  of 
the  new  sovereigns,  in  April,  was  celebrated  with  great 
rejoicing.  ■  Salutes  were  fired  from  114  great  guns  in  the 
Marsh.  Two  liogsheads  of  claret  (costing  £11  .56'.)  "  caused 
the  four  conduits  to  run  with  wine."  The  corporate 
body  proceeded  in  great  pomp  to  "  hear  a  sermon"  in  the 
cathedral,  and  afterwards  dined  at  the  Three  Tuns  tavern 
—each  guest  being  required  to  ]niy  for  his  dinner.  In  the 
e^'ening  an  onornums  Innifivo  bla/Aul  at  the  High  Cross,  and 
another  before  tlie  lAIayor's  windows.  An  itein  of  £G  lO.s'., 
jjaid  \iy  the  Cliamberlain  '•  for  beer,  ale  and  cider,  for  the 
Ma3^or  and  Aldermen,"  may  be  charitably  supposed  to  mis- 
represent the  number  of  consumers  of  several  hundred 
gallons. 

A  general  election  took  place  in  the  spring,  the  proceed- 
ings in  Bristol  occurring  on  March  BUth.  The  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  whose  watchful  supervision  of  the  Corporation 
never  relaxed,  forwanh^l  a  sort  of  peremptory  recommenda- 
tion of  Sir  John  Churchill  as  a  fitting  member,  and  the 
obsequious  Council,  ou  the  27th,  resolved,  "  every  one  of  us 
called  over  by  name,  to  improve  theii'  interest  to  elect"  his 
grace's  nominee,  who  was  accordingly  cliosen,  in  company 
with  another  admirer  of  passive  obedience,  Sir  Richard 
Crump.     On  the  demand  of  the  King  to  the  House  of  Com- 
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mons  for  money  to  pay  oif  his  late  brotlier's  debts,  Dudle}^ 
Nortli,  Sir  Itol)ert  Cann's  son-in-law,  and  an  able  financier, 
was  instructed  to  devise  ways  and  means  ;  and  in  due  course 
proposed  an  increase,  for  eight  years,  of  the  duties  on  sugar 
and  tobacco.  The  mercantile  interest  was  incensed  by  the 
proposal,  and  nowhere  was  the  wrath  greater  than  in 
Bristol.  The  Corporation  forwarded  urgent  appeals  to  the 
city  members  to  resist  a  scheme  so  prejudicial  to  local  com- 
merce with  Virginia  and  the  West  Indies  ;  and  a  deputa- 
tion of  merchants  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Commons, 
to  represent  the  injuries  that  the  scheme  would  inflict  upon 
the  port.  ■  It  was,  however,  ado]:»ted.  Churchill  died  in  the 
following  November,  necessitating  elections  both  for  the 
vacant  seat  and  the  I\,ecordershi]\  As  regarded  the  former, 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  in  his  wonted  style,  requested  the 
choice  _  of  Mr.  Eomsey,  the  Town  Clerk,  but,  to  his  great 
irritation,  the  demand  was  not  responded  to ;  and  Sir 
Kichard  Hart,  who  had  sued  for  his  grace's  ])atronage  and 
had  met  Avith  a  fiat  refusal,  was  elected  without  opposition. 
The  Duke's  anger  was  somewhat  mitigated,  however,  by 
the  obedience  of  the  Council :to  another  of  his  behests — the 
a])|)ointment  of  Roger  North  to  the  ofhce  of  Recorder. 

Owing  to  the  penury  of  its  income,  the  bishopric  of 
Bristol  was  a  dignity  which  few  clergymen  of  the  Stewart 
period  were  likel}'-  to  accept  save  as  a  sfepping-stone  to 
a  better  position.  In  August,  UiS^,  Dr.  John  Lake  was 
consecrated  in  the  place  of  Dr.  (loulston,  deceased ;  but 
before  a  twelvemonth  had  expired  tlie  new  prelate  was 
earnestly  praying  for  Archbishop  Sancroft's  help  in  his 
suit  for  the  vacant  see  of  Chichester,  promising  gratitude 
if  deliverec]  from  "the  impertinenct^s  and  insolences  of  our 
Dean"  (the  incendiary  Thompson).  Lakes  prayers  being- 
heard.  Sir  Jonathan  Trelawny  was  nominated  to  Bristol 
in  September,  1685,  whereupon  the  baronet  (who  had  been 
greedily  craving  for  a  richer  see,  begging  the  King  to 
have  ''  compassion  on  his  slave  ")  informed  Bishop  Turner, 
of  Ely,  that  his  preferment  was  too  mean  to  give  a  man 
credit  for  the  large  sum  needful  to  enter  upon  it 
(Tanner's  MSS.).  But,  as  will  be  sliown  hereafter,  Tre- 
lawny was  a  man  eager  to  win  preferment  by  the  ignoblest 
means.  In  spite  of  his  cloth,  he  took  the  field  as  a 
soldier  in  the  campaign  about  to  be  described.  Lake 
and  Trelawnj^  were  afterwards  two  of  the  historical  seven 
Bishops. 

A    narrative    of    the    Llonmouth    Rebellion,    except    so 
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far  as  it  affected  Bristol,  is  not  witliin  tlie  scope  of  tliis 
work.  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  presumptuous  youth 
landed  at  Lyme  on  June  llth,  accom])anied  amongst 
others  by  Nathaniel  AVade,  a  Bristol  barrister,  Thomas 
Tyley,  a  Bristol  mercer,  and  John  Roe,  the  ex-Swordbearer, 
all  of  whom  had  been  charged  with  comjjlicity  in  the 
Eye  House  Plot.  The  "Protestant  Duke"  was  hailed 
with  extraordinary  enthusiasm  by  the  peasantry,  who 
flocked  to  his  standard,  armed  with  scythes  and  pitch- 
forks ;  and  a  week  after  liis  arrival  ]\Ionmoutli  made  a 
triumphal  entry  into  Taunton,  where  he  was  proclaimed 
King  amidst  the  plaudits  of  the  towns]:)eople.  AVade 
was  at  this  time  major  of  the  forces,  and  T^dey  was  one 
of  the  captains.  The  Government  were  meanwhile  on 
the  alert.  In  order  to  secure  Cornwall,  the  King  sent 
the  Rev.  Sir  Jonathan  Trelawny  down  to  that  county  to 
])ut  it  in  a  posture  of  defence  ;  and  that  bellicose  cleric 
boasted  afterwards  to  Lord  Sunderland  that  he  raised  the 
militia,  travelled  night  and  day  through  every  district  to 
review  tlie  regiments,  gather<.Hl  a  store  of  arms,  and 
disposed  the  troo])S  where  they  were  most  likely  to  be 
useful ;  for  all  which  martial  deerjs  he  was  rewarded  in 
September  with  the  Bishopric  of  i3ristol.  By  the  King's 
orders,  again,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  entered  this  city  on 
the  lOtli  June  to  secure  it  against  attack,  and  the  trained 
bands  that  mustered  at  his  command  were  afterwards 
sujtplemented  by  some  companies  of  regular  troops.  The 
Duke  proceeded  in  his  usual  high-handed  fashion,  ordering 
the  houses  of  Dissenters  to  be  searched  for  arms,  slii]:)ping 
off  about  sixty  citizens  suspected  of  disloyalty  to  Gltjucester 
gai)l,  and  crowding  the  city  pristms  A\-itli  sup))osed  nnil- 
cHuitents,  all  the  arrests  being  made  without  Ic^'al 
a-nthority.  To  return  to  tlie  Pretender,  Monmouth  marched 
from  Taunton  to  Bridg\vater,  where  he  was  welcomed  by 
the  Mayor  and  some  members  of  the  Cor])oration,  and  was 
again  proclaimed  King.  The  following  days  found  him  at 
Glastonbury,  AVells,  and  She])ton  Mallet,  his  so-called  army 
being  everywhere  joined  by  zealous  volunteers.  It  was 
now  determined  to  attempt  the  capture  of  Bristol,  where 
AVade  and  Roe  assured  him  of  thousands  of  sjanpathisers, 
whom  the  disaffected  trained  bands  would  neither  be  willing 
nor  able  to  keep  down.  The  southern  walls  of  the  city 
being  still  formidable,  it  was  resolved  to  make  the  attack 
from  Gloucestershire,  and  for  this  purjiose  a  portion  of 
the  rebels  was  sent  forward  to  Keynsham  to  repair  the 
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bridge  tliere  (broken  down  by  the  King's  troops),  wliilst 
the  main  body  halted  at  Pensford  on  June  2-lth.  The 
night  of  that  day  was  long  remembered  in  Bristol.  The 
citizens  had  been  informed  of  Monmouth's  movements, 
and  many  doubtless  hoped,  and  many  feared,  that  the 
defences  would  be  attacked  before  morning.  The  whole 
population  was  afoot,  eagerly  on  the  watch  for  events. 
Suddenly''  a  ship  lying  at  the  Quay  burst  into  flames, 
either  from  accident  or  ck^sign,  though  the  cause  was  never 
discovered.  The  popular  commotion  then  became  intensi- 
fied, and  seditious  cries  were  raised  in  the  darkness.  If, 
as  was  afterwards  alleged,  the  lire  was  the  work  of  Mon- 
mouth's partisans,  in  the  ]iOj)o  that  the  trained  bands  would 
be  employed  in  saving  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  from  the 
flames,  and  that  a  way  would  thus  be  openerl  to  the  rebels, 
tlje  scheme  was  a  failure.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort,  whose 
forces  were  drawn  uj)  outside  RedclifF  Gate,  not  only 
refused  help  to  (quench  the  fire,  but  openly  declared  that 
if  any  insurrection  were  attempted  amongst  the  inhabi- 
tants he  would  burn  the  city  alwut  their  ears.  Monmouth, 
though  informed  of  the  favourable  incident,  adhered  to  a 
previous  plan,  and  ordered  an  advance: on  Keynsham  at 
sunrise.  On  arriving  there  the  bridge  was  found  practi- 
cable,' but  in  spite  of  the  shortness  of  the  march  the 
Pretender  resolved  to  proceed  no  further  until  the  evening. 
While  his  forces  were  idling  about  the  village  a  small  body 
of  horse  guards  dashed  into  the  place,  scattered  two  troops 
of  Monmouth's  badly-mounted  horsemen,  and  retired 
uninjured,  after  causing  a  general  panic.  This  trivial 
skirmish  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  design  en  Bristol, 
and  i)nictically  to  the  ruin  of  the  cnterprisi^!.  It  is  needless 
to  follow  IMonmouth  dui'ing  his  subsequent  inglorious 
I'etreat,  or  to  the  combat  on  Sedgt-moor,  on  Jitly  6th,  where 
his  untrained  followers  fought  bravely  but  hopelessly  in 
his  cause.  The  news  of  his  defeat  reached  Bristol  on  the 
same  day,  and  caused  much  rejoicing,  though  an  annalist 
states  that  several  more  suspected  jjersons  were  committed 
to  prison.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  had  by  this  time 
Tvpwards  of  hn-ty  coinpanies  of  militia  and  about  seven 
troops  of  cavalry  under  his  command,  but  most  of  the  men 
were  soon  afterwards  disljanded.  His  grace  then  departed 
for  Court,  where  the  King  warmly  thanked  him  for  his 
services,  and  in  December  he  was  granted  a  peiision  uf 
£()00  a  year  for  so  long  as  he  might  hold  a  jiost  in  the 
royal   honsehold.     During    his    stay   in    Bristol    he    was    a 
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costly     guest    to    the     Corporation,    for     besides    various 
entertainments,    he    ordered    the    construction  of    military 
works,  costing  about  £500,   and  left   the    Council  to   dis- 
charge  the    outlay.     The   Chamber    tried    to   recover    the 
money  by  levying  a  rate,  which    the  inhabitants  refused 
to    pay.     Subscriptions    were    next    appealed   for    without 
result.     Eventually  the  liability  was  added  to  an  already 
overwhelming    burden    of    debt.     AVhilst    the    Corporation 
was    struggling    with    its    pecuniary    embarrassments    a 
brilliant  tlioughc  occurred  to  JNIr.  Romsey,  the  Town  Clerk, 
and  was   hailed  with  delight  by  the   Council.     Admission 
into  that  body  could  be    gained  only  by  taking  the   test 
oaths ;  but  Quakers  were  forbidden  by  their  consciences   to 
take  any  oath  at  all.     Nothing,  therefore,  was  easier   than 
to  elect  prosperous  Quakers  as  Councillors,  and  then  to  fine 
them    heavily    for    refusing    to    accept    office.     The    first 
victim  was  Thomas  Speed,  a  liigldy  esteemed   merchant, 
who  while    a  young   man  had    undertaken  the  burden  of 
nurturing  and  bringing  up   the  very  numerous   orphans  of 
•'  tlie   State  Martyr,"    Yeamaus.     A    fine  of    £200   having 
been  exacted  from   him,   several  other  Quakers  were  suc- 
cessively elected  in  his  place,  and  fined  according   to   what 
was  deemed  the  measure  of  their    ability  for  refusing  it. 
Thomas     Callowhill    paid   £!;")();    Thomas    Jordan,    £1(K); 
Charles  Jones,   £50;    James    Freeman,  £50;    and  Tlunnas 
Coldney,  £200.     Richard  Bickham  was  mulcted  in  £5uO, 
and  subsequently  in  £3(XJ  more  for  refusing  to  be  sworn 
as  Sheriff;   but  these  sums  were  not  recovered.     The  Town 
Clerk  complained,  in  June,  1G86,  that  although  his  device 
had  ])roved  very   profitable,  the  Coumdl  still  owed  him  a 
large  sum  for  his  I'osts  in    obtaining  the  charter.     As  no 
further  pajanent  was  made  to  him  by  the  Chamoer,  though 
a    vote    of  £200   was  ])assed,   it  is   probal)le  that    lie  was 
allowed  to  extract  his  debt  out  of  the  pockets  of  Bickham. 
Chief  Justice  Jeffreys'  "  Bloody  Assize,"  specially  ordered 
by  James  II.  to  glut  his  vengeance  on  the  miserable  pea- 
santry that  had  risen  for  "  King  Monmouth,"  was  fixed  for 
September.      Ivirke's  soldiery,  quartered  in  Somerset,  had 
already  hanged  or  slaughtered  a  great  number  of  captured 
I'tdiols,  but  tii(^  GovcniuuMit  eompliiiiKHJ,  not  of  the  Colonel's 
atrocities,  but  of  his  interested  lenity  towards  deliucjuents 
able  to  bribe  him,  and  Jeffreys  was  sent  down  Avith  a  com- 
mission both  of  a  judge  and  a  general  in  the  army,  to  fall 
on  all  ranks  without  mercy.     The  assizes  began  at  AVin- 
chester,   where   the  proceedings    thrilled    the    nathjn   with 
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horror.  Jeffreys  tlien  proceeded  to  Doroliester,  where  he 
shortened  ]iis  labours  by  letting  it  be  known  that  a  pri- 
soner's only  chance  of  avoiding  the  gallows  lay  in  pleading 
guilty.  In  the  result,  seventy-four  men  were  sentenced  to 
be  hanged  without  delay.  The  rebellion  had  touched  only 
a  fringe  of  Devon,  and  the  convictions  at  Exeter  were  com- 
paratively few.  But  wide  districts  of  Somerset  had  shown 
enthusiasm  for  the  Pretender,  and  Jeffreys,  whose  ferocity  ,|' 
was  aggravated  by  a  painful  disease  and  Ijy  inordinate 
drinking  to  relieve  his  anguish,  literally  revelled  in  his 
sanguinary  work.  Altogether,  2oli  prisoners  were  hanged, 
quartered,  and  gibbeted  in  various  parts  of  the  county^ 
cross-roads,  market-places,  and  village-greens  being  rendered 
])estiferous  by  decomposing  corpses.  TAvelve  unhappy  men 
were  executed  at  Peusford,  and  eleven  at  Keynsham.  In 
addition  to  those  done  to  death  in  the  various  counties, 
about  850  ])ersons  were  sentenced  to  a  fate  hardly  less 
cruel, — transj)ortation  as  slaves  to  the  AVest  Indies, — while 
a  still  greater  number,  for  the  utterance  of  mere  idle  words, 
were  sentenced  to  repeated  scourgings  and  long  terms  of 
imprisonment.  On  iinishing  business  at  Taunton,  on  Sep- 
tember liJth,  the  judge  reported  progress  to  the  King  in 
a  letter  not  hitherto  ])ublished.  His  IMajesty,  it  appears, 
had'  already  sent  instructiojis  "about  the  rebels  designed 
for  transportatio)!,"  and  Jell'reys  ventuVed  to  recommend 
care  in  handing  them  over  to  private  persons, — that  is,  to 
purchasers, — for  there  was  a  great  demand  for  them.  The}' 
were  worth,  he  said,  illO  if  not  £15  a  head.  (^JMie  King- 
took  the  hint,  and  handed  over  the  convicts  to  the  Queen, 
the  maids  dC  honour,  and  faA'oiirilt'  eonrtii-rs.)  The  writer 
eoiieludi'd  by  declaring  (hat  he  would  rather  die  than  omit 
any  op]X)rtuiiity  of  showing  his  loyalty',  and  by  nniking 
two  remarks  of  local  interest.  He  "  purposed  for  Bristol 
on  Monday  and  thence  to  AVells."  And  lie  had  "ordered 
"Wade  hence  on  Monday."  The  jierson  thus  referred  to  was 
Nathaniel  AVade,  who  had  been  captured  after  Sedgemoor, 
and  who,  it  is  only  too  probable,  had  compounded  for  his 
own  crimes  by  offering  evidence  against  men  far  less  cul- 
pable. Immediately  after  his  arrest,  AVade  had  made  a 
brief  "confession,"  which  was  sent  to  the  King,  and  His 
^fajesty,  hoping  for  information  tliat  would  incul23ate  peers 
as  well  as  peasants,  ordered  him  to  be  brought  near  the 
Court,  where  he  was  required  to  save  his  own  neck  b}'-  a 
full  disclosure  of  the  details  of  the  rebellion  and  of  those 
engaged  in  it.     He  accordingly  disburdened  himself  in  two 
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lengthy  documents  of  all  he  knew,  or  said  he  knew,  of  the 
preparations  made  in  Holland  and  of  the  events  in  England. 
But  the  papers,  which  are  in  the  British  Museum,  contain 
nothing  that  the  Grovernment  were  not  already  acquainted 
with.  As  his  statements  were  not  made  public,  and  as  the 
King,  througli  some  caprice,  took  him  into  special  favour 
in  a  way  that  Avill  ])resently  be  described,  the  odious  name 
of  "Traitor  AVade,"  by  which  he  was  popularly  known  to 
the  end  of  his  life,  is  reasonably  explained. 

Jeti'reys,  boasting  that  he  had  already  hanged  more 
traitors  than  all  his  predecessors  put  together,  arrived  at 
Bristol  on  Monday,  September  'ibst,  and  took  up  his  quar- 
ters at  the  Town  Clerk's  mansion.  After  refreshing  himself, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Guildhall,  where  a  grant i  jury  of  forty- 
one  gentlemen  were  duly  empanelled,  to  whom  he  delivered 
a  cliaracteristic  charge.  Beginning  with  a  scoff  at  the 
s])lendour  of  his  reception,  he  declared  that  he  had  not 
come  to  make  set  si)eeches,  but  to  do  tlie  business  of  a 
gracious  King,  auid  after  jeering  at  the  inlluence  which 
women  were  reported  to  exercise  in  civic  affairs,  he  burst 
into  a  denunciation  of  the  murder  of  Charles  I.,  "the  most 
blessed  martyr  after  Jesus,"  by  order  of  rebels  numbering 
forty-one — an  allusion  to  the  jury  before  him.  This  was 
followed  by  an  eulogium  on  the  blessed  and  merciful  jjrince, 
the  God  on  earth,  whom  he  re])resented.  liebellion,  he 
swore,  was  like  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  Bristol  had  too 
many  rebels  who  had  added  to  the  ship's  loading.  "  There 
was  your  Tylys,  your  Roes,  and  3^onr  Wades,  scoundrel 
fellows,  mere  sons  of  dunghills,"  and  there  were  still  more 
of  tlie  saiiu*  breed;  but  he  had  brought  a  brush  in  his 
l)Ocket,  and  he  would  sweep  CA-ery  num's  doorii  great  or 
small,  wherever  the  dirt  was  sticking.  The  rebels  without 
must  have  liad  encouragement  from  the  rebels  within.  A 
ship  had  been  fired  as  a  signal,  "and  yet  you  are  willing 
to  believe  it  was  an  accident."  He  then  ]ioured  a  torrent 
of  invective  on  the  moderate  politicians  nicknamed  Trim- 
mers, who  he  said  were  only  cowardly  and  base-spirited 
AVhigs,  and  stank  worse  than  the  worst  dirt  in  the  city, 
and  yet  the  place  had  many  of  them.  Then,  after  referring 
to  the  sink  of  Conventicles,  he  roared :  "  Come,  come,  gen- 
tlemen, to  be  plain  with  you,  I  find  the  dirt  of  the  ditch  is 
in  your  nostrils.  This  city,  it  seems,  claims  the  privilege 
of  hanging  amongst  themselves.  I  find  you  have  more 
need  of  a  Commission  once  a  month."  The  very  magistrates 
were  quarrelling  amongst  themselves,  while  cunning  men 
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set  them  togetlier  by  the  ears  and  knocked  tlieir  logger- 
heads together.  "  Yet  they  can  agree  for  their  interest,  or 
if  there  be  a  kid  in  the  case ;  for  I  hear  the  trade  of  kid- 
na])])ing  is  of  mncli  reqnest.  '^^I^hey  can  discharge  a  felon 
or  a  traitor,  provided  they  will  go  to  Mr.  Alderman's  plan- 
tation at  the  West  Indies.  Come,  come,  I  find  3^on  stink 
for  want  of  rnbbing."  The  Dissenters  fared  well  amongst 
these  magistrates.  If  a  Dissenter, ,  three  parts  a  rebel,  is 
brought  up  to  be  fined,  an  Alderman  says,  he  is  a  good  man, 
antl  he  is  fined  but  o.v.  Then  comes  up  another,  worse  than 
tlie  first,  and  another  goodman  Alderman  says,  he  is  an 
honest  man,  and  he  is  fined  half  a  crown,  each  justice 
])laying  knave  in  turn.  After  a  reference  to  unseemly 
dissensions  amongst  the  city  clergy,  and  directions  to  all 
the  constables  to  bring  in  presentments,  Jeff're3's  closed  his 
tirade  by  adjourning  the  court. 

Doubtless  to  the  cruel  judge's  vexation,  the  prisoners  for 
trial  were  few  in  number.  Thanks  to  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort's summary  seizure  of  over  a  hundred  suspected  citizens 
on  the  first  tidings- of  the  rebelli(ni,  and  to  the  awe  inspired 
by  his  forces,  no  overt  act  amounting  to  treason  is  recorded 
by  the  annalists,  and  Jeffreys  was  unable  to  sentence  more 
than  six  men  to  death,  and  three  of  them  were  reprieved. 
(The  three  executions  took  |)lace  on  lledclifi'  Hill.  About 
the  same  time,  three  rebels  condemned  at  AVells  were 
hanged  at  Bedminster  ;  one  of  them,  a  Bristol  ian,  tleclaring 
to  the  last  that  he  had  merely  gone  to  have  a  sight  of  the 
rebel  army.)  Several  prisoners  charged  with  idle  talk,  and 
others  for  rough  horse-play  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  were 
oi-dcred  to  be  se^'erely  lashed  at  the  tail  df  a  cart.  Disgusted 
with  the  meagrenessof  the  calendar,  the  (Jj'hief  Justice  again 
fell  upon  the  Aldermen,  whom  he  unreasonably  suspected  of 
disloyalty;  and  by  the  help  of  information  from. some  local 
source,  he  Avas  enabled  for  once  to  pose  as  an  npright  judge. 
Roger  North,  then  ItecoiTler,  ex])lains  in  his  reminiscences 
that  it  had  been  customary  for  the  Aldermen  to  transport 
reprieved  felons  to  the  West  Indies,  where  they  were  sold 
as  slaves.  But  this  supply  failing  to  satisfy  greed,  the 
justices  arranged  that  when  persons  charged  with  crime 
were  brought  before  them,  some  underlings  of  the  Court, 
whispering  the  probability  of  hanging  if  tlie  cases  went  to 
trial,  advised  the  culprits  to  pray  for  transportation,  as  their 
onl}'  chance  of  escaping  the  gallows,  a  course  which  was 
generally  adopted.  The  game  thus  bagged  was  appropriated 
by  the  magistl-ates  in  rotation — a  squabble  sometimes  aris- 
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ing  as  to  who  liad  the  first  claim — and  tlie  poor  wretches 
were  iucontinently  shipped  off  as  marketable  merchandise. 
This  practice,  adds  North,  had  gone  on  for  some  years,  and 
though  Sir  Robert  Cann  and  other  wealthy  Aldermen 
refused  their  share  of  the  spoil,  they  connived  in  tJie  guilt. 
To  return  to  the  Guildhall,  Sir  AVilliam  Hayman,  the 
Mayor,  arrayed  in  his  gorgeous  robes,  was  seated  on  the 
bench,  he  being,  by  an  old  and  cherished  privilege,  named 
in  the  Royal  Commission  before  the  judges,  when  Jeffreys, 
to  use  one  of  his  favourite  expressions,  gave  his  worship  a 
lick  with  the  rough  side  of  his  tongue.  "Sir,  Mr.  Mayor, 
you  I  mean,  kidnapper  !  and  that  old  justice  on  the  bench 
(Alderman  Lawford),  an  old  knave ;  he  goes  to  the  tavern, 
and  for  a  pint  of  sack  he  will  bind  people  servants  to  the 
Indies.  A  kidnapping  knave  !  I  will  have  his  ears  off 
before  I  go  forth  of  town."  The  furious  judge  next  threw 
a  paper  to  the  Town  Clerk,  ordering  him  to  read  it,  wliicli 
was  done.  It  appears  to  have  given  precise  details  as  to 
the  above  practices,  and  doubtless  referred  to  the  man- 
stealing  villainies  that  have  been  mentioned  in  previous 
pages.  In  one  case  the  ]\Iayor  was  charged  with  having 
sought  to  transport  to  Jamaica  a  man  alleged  to  have  picked 
a  ])ocket.  0]i  this  statement  being  read,  Joffre3''s,  who  was 
susi)ected  of  being  inflamed  with  liquor,  flew  into  a  tran- 
sport of  rage,  and  again  addressed  the  ]\rayor.  '*  Kidnapper! 
I)o  you  see  the  keej)er  of  Newgate  y  If  it  Aver«  not  in 
respect  of  the  sword  which  is  over  your  head,  I  Avould  send 
3^ou  to  Newgate,  you  kidna])ping  knave!  You  are  worse 
than  the  picki)Ockft  who  stands  at  the  hav.  I  hope  you  are 
a  man  of  worth.  1  will  nuiko  you  ])ay  sulliciontly  for  it." 
And  thereupon  ho  fined  Ilayman  <i:i,(K»0  '' ford  suffering  a 
boy  committed  to  Bridewell  to  go  beyond  the  sea."  The 
ordinary  business  then  ])roceeded,  but  shortly  before  an 
adjournment  for  dinner  the  Chief  Justice  ordered  the  Mayor 
to  enter  the  prisoners'  dock,  like  a  common  felon,  in  order 
to  plead  guilty  or  not  guilt3^  Hayman,  dumbfoundered  by 
this  treatment,  showing  some  hesitation,  the  furious  judge 
bawled  at  him,  stamping  with  fury,  and  called  for  his 
soldiers,  in  virtue  of  his  commission  as  a  general.  The 
Mayor  then  submissively  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  he  was 
made  to  give  security  for  his  appearance  in  tlie  afternoon, 
when  he  was  given  into  the  custody  of  the  Sheriffs,  to  the 
infinite  amazement  of  a  crowded  Court.  "Had  it  not  been 
in  respect  of  the  city,"  vociferated  Jeffreys,  "  I  would  have 
arraigned  him,  and  hanged  him,  before  I  Avent  forth,  and 
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would  have  seen  it  done  myself;  a  liidnappinp;  knave!" 
Charges  of  kidnapijing  weiv  then  hiid  against  Sir  Robei't 
Cann,  Alderman  Lawford,  AVilliam  Swymmer,  John  Nap- 
per  and  Robert  Kirk,  and  the}-,  witli  the.  J\fayor,  were 
ordered  to  find  two  snreties  in  £,"),(  K  H )  eacli  to  answer  in- 
dictments in  the  Conrtof  King's  Bench, 

Jeffreys  did  not  let  the  day  pass  over  without  recounting 
his  doughty  deeds  to  Lord  Sunderland,  the  King's  favourite 
'Minister.  His  missive,  hitlierto  unknown  to  local  readers, 
is  amongst  the  State  Papers.  After  the  usual  rhodomontade 
about  his  affection  for  his  royal  master,  he  declares  Bristol 
to  be  a  most  factious  city,  worse  even  than  Taunton.  "But 
my  lonl,  though  harrassed  with  this  day's  fatigue  &  now 
mortified  with  a  fit  of  the  stone,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  your  lordshij)  that  I  this  day  committed  ]\lr. 
Mayor  &  some  of  liis  brethren  the  aldermen  for  kidnapping, 
&  have  sent  my  tipstaff'  for  others  equally  concerned  in  that 
villany.  I  therefore  beg  your  lordship  will  acquaint  his 
]\[ajesty  that  I  liunibl}^  a])prehend  it  infinitely  for  his  ser- 
vice that  he  be  not  snrprised  intoapauKm  to  au}^  man,  tho' 
he  pretend  much  to  loyalt}',  till  I  have  the  honour  &  ha]:)pi- 
ness  of  kissing  his  royal  hand.  .  .  .  My  dear  lord  I  will, 
pawn  my  life,  &  that  which  is  dearer  to  me,  my  lo^^alty, 
that  Taunton  &  Bristol  &  the  County  of  Somerset  too,  sliall 
know  their  duty  to  God  &  their  Pi'ince  before  I  leave  them. 
I  purpose  to-morrow  for  AVells  &  in  a  few  days  ch)n't  despair 
to  perfect  the  work  I  was  sent  about."  He  concludes  by 
recommending  that  the  convicts  for  transportation  should 
not  be  "disposed  of"  liastil}-,  the  a])plifants  for  them  being 
"  too  inipctnous." 

The  incriminated  magistrates  were  nevoy  brought  to  tiial 
for  the  offences  laid  against  them,  and  only  one  explanation 
of  the  fact  can  be  offered.  Daring  his  bloody  campaign  in 
the  West,  Jeffreys  acquired  what  was  then  considered  a 
great  fortune  by  selling  pardons  to  wealthy  ]iersons  sus- 
pected of  complicity  in  the  rebellion.  From  J\Ir.  Edmund 
Prideaux,  son  of  a  former  Recoi'der  of  Bristol,  he  is  known 
to  have  extorted  £15,0)0,  though  that  gentleman  had  not 
been  in  arms ;  and  this  infamy  was  only  one  of  many.  The 
prosecution  of  the  Bristol  Aldermen  was  adjourned  on 
trivial  pretexts  from  time  to  time,  but  they  doubtless  ]:)aid 
dearly  for  the  favour.  The  charges  were  still  hanging  over 
their  heads  at  the  Revolution,  three  yeais  later,  when  they 
were  quashed  by  a  general  amnesty.  The  affair,  however, 
was  fatal  to  Sir  Robert  Cann,  whose  dignity  had  been  irre- 
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parably  outraged.  The  worthy  old  baronet  went  np  to 
London  in  great  fear,  and  through  the  intervention  of  his 
influential  son-in-law  the  charge  against  him  was  with- 
drawn ;  but  the  relief  did  little  to  revive  his  spirits.  He 
had  been  accustomed,  says  Roger  North,  to  drink  sherry, 
morning,  noon  and  night ;  but  he  now  took  an  exclusive 
fancy  for  Sir  Dudley's  small  heev,  of  which  he  drank 
extravagantly,  and  with  wonderful  pleasure,  and  was  much 
concerned  he  had  not  found  it  out  before.  But  Nature 
would  not  bear  so  great  a  change,  and  he  died  soon  after  his 
return  to  Bristol. 

The  only  payments  for  the  entertainment  of  Jeffreys  in 
the  civic  accounts  are  176*.  for  fruit,  and  2.s-.  (kl.  for  a  couple 
of  ducks.  The  Town  Clerk  is  not  likely  to  have  feasted  the 
judge  at  his  own  expense,  and  it  is  probable  that  Bickham, 
in  this  case  also,  was  made  to  compensate  Romsey.  The 
sum  of  4^42  17.S-.  10(/.  was  paid  by  the  Chamberlain  "  for 
hay,  oats  and  beans  for  the  judge's  horses."  As  Jeffreys  was 
not  forty-eight  hours  in  the  city,  and  the  ordinary  charge 
for  hors(ikeep  was  only  one  shilling  a  day,  the  judicial 
reti  nue  must  have  been  enormous. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  the  city  had  been  placed 
under  martial  law  b}^  tlie  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  a  return 
to  ordinary  government  was  long  delayed.  In  the  autumn 
a.  rc^iriment  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Trelavvny,  brother  of  the  Bishop,  was  quartered  upon  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  troopers  seem  to  have  attempted  to 
rival  ''Kirke's  lambs"  in  insolence,  rapacity  and  debauchery. 
Loud  complaints  were  raised  by  the  citizens,  but  tlie  magis- 
trates were  impotent  without  the  help  of  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort. l^tTorts  Were  maile  to  roL'Ovor  his  favour  by  sending 
the  JMayor  to  J^a(buinton  (at  an  expense  of  c€lp  for  coach 
hire)  to  offer  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  his  eminent 
services,  and  by  presenting  the  freedom  to  the  young  Earl 
of  Ossory,  son-in-law  to  the  Duke,  the  latter  being  st3ded 
in  the  Council's  resolution  "  the  ]n-otector  and  father  of  this 
K'ity."  But  when  the  Chamber  followed  up  these  flatteries 
by  beseeching  his  grace  for  relief  from  the  outrages  daily 
iiommitted  by  the  soldiery,  and  praying  that  the  expenses 
•caused  by  the  rebellion  should  be  repaid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  keys  of  the  city  Gates  restored  to  the 
'Corporation,  the  Duke  penned  an  angry  reply,  refusing 
to  consider  the  conduct  of  the  troopers,  and  expressing 
M'-onder  that  a  body  which  had  not  complied  with  his  '•  just 
desires  "  at  the  recent  Parliamentary  election  should  j^re- 
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sume  to  ask  for  his  services.  He  liad  not,  he  added,  clieeked 
them  enough,  and  this  encouraged  them  to  make  "  sucli 
frivolous  complaints  "  ;  while  to  ask  for  the  keys  of  the 
town  when  the  King  had  forces  in  it  was  an  unexampled 
impertinence.  The  regiment  probably  left  in  the  following 
year  for  the  memorable  camp  at  Hounslow. 

The  new  charter  having  granted  to  the  Corporation  a 
market  for  the  sale  of  imported  corn,  the  erection  of  a 
piarket-house  at  the  lower  end  of  the  then  existing  Quay 
(near  the  west  end  of  Thunderl3olt  Street)  was  begun 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  building,  which  cost 
nearly  £700,  was  let  in  1(kS<)  at  the  large  rent  of  £140. 
An  ordinance  had  been  previous!}^  passed  forbidding  the 
landing  or  sale  of  imported  grain  at  any  place  excejjt  this 
market,  under  pi\,'ui  of  prosecution.  Tin's  regulation  aroused 
the  ire  of  the  burgesses  of  Tewkesbur}^,  who  claimed  the. 
right  of  importing  goods  into  ]3ristol  toll  free,  by  virtue 
of  a  charter  of  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Gloucester,  confirmed  by 
Edward  II.  in  1814.  Tliey  had  asserted  this  right  in  1534, 
when  the  Corporation  were  compelled  to  relieve  them  of  all 
tolls  except  keyage.  On  the  jjresent  occasion  the  dispute 
Avas  left  to  the  arbitration  of  tlie  I)uke  of  Beaufort,  whose 
decision  cannot  be  found.  The  markec-house  had  but  a 
brief  existence.  In  July,  KJIJU,  when  the  ra])idly  increasing 
trade  of  the  poi-t  demanded  an  extension  of  tl^e  Quay  south- 
wards, the  Merchants'  Society  undertook  to  carry  out  the 
improvement,  and  to  erect  more  cranes,  providing  the 
Corporation  granted  them  a  new  lease  for  eight}^  years  of 
the  wharfage  dues.  To  this  the  Council  assented,  and 
further  permitted  the  Society  to  take  down  the  Avhole  or 
part  of  the  market  and  to  make  use  of  the  nu]terials  for  the 
new  Avorks.  '' 

Local  annalists  unfortunately  bestowed  little  attention 
on  the  religious  topics  of  their  time.  Not  only  are  they 
silent  respecting  the  treatment  of  Nonconformists,  but  even 
the  intense  pojjidar  repugnance  to  Romanists  is  passed  over 
without  remark,  though  nowhere  was  Protestant  feeling 
more  acute  than  in  Bristol.  In  1082,  a  sessions  grand  jury 
incidentally  remarked  in  a  presentment  tliat  during  the  pre- 
vious seven  yeavs  only  two  Papist  families  had  lived  in  the 
I'ity,  and  one  of  them  had  dejiarted.  The  jury  were  prob- 
ably misinformed,  adherents  of  the  ])ersecuted  faith  being 
then  in  too  great  dread  of  popular  fury  to  make  a  public 
avowal  of  their  opinions.  At  all  events,  in  April,  1()8(J,  the 
inveterate    tormentor   of  dissidents.  Sir  John  Knight,  got 
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scent  of  a  small  Romanist  congregation  assembling  to  liear 
Mass.    Having  forthwith  reported  his  discovery,  the  Mayor, 
Sheriffs  and  officers  hnrried  to  the  place,  and  secured  the 
offending  priest  with  some  of  liis  hearers,  and  the  former 
Avas  committed  to  prison  for  what  was  then  a  capital  crime. 
The  intelligence  gave  intense  nml)rage  at  Whitehall,  where 
Mass  was  being  celebrated  daily  before  the  King  and  Conrt, 
and  the  matter  gave  rise  to  a  volnminous  correspondence, 
preserved    amongst    the    State   Papers.      On   April    (really 
May)  Gth  the  Diike  of  Beaufort,  who  had  received  orders 
to  overawe  the  city    justices,   informed    Lord    Sunderland 
that  he   had  acquainted    the  Mayor  and  Aldermeii  of  the 
King's   resentment  at    their   late    proceedings    and    at  Sir 
John  Knight's  scandalous  behaviour,  and  had  made  them 
"  a  proi^er  exhortation"  for  himself,  which  he  trusted  would 
make  them  sensible  of  their  errors.     The  priest  was  doubt- 
less liberated   by  the   King's   dispensing    power,    but    the 
populace  had  become  excited,  and  the  affair  gave  rise  to 
a  serious  disturbance,  of  which  Lord  Macaulay  found  some 
details  in  the  despatches  of  the  Dutch  and  Papal  envoys 
in    London,    dated    May     18th    and    IDth  :— "  The    rabble, 
countenanced,  it  was  said,  by  the  magistrates,    exhibited 
a  profane  and  indecent  pageant,  in  Avhich  the  A^irgin  Mary 
was  represented  by  a  buffoon,  and  in  which  a  mock  host 
was   carried   in    procession.      Soldiers    were   called   out    to 
disperse  the  mob.     The  mob,  then  avid  evei:  since  one  of  the 
fiercest  in  the  kingdom,  resisted.     Blows  were  exchanged, 
and  serious  hurts  inflicted."  Sir  John  Kniglit  appears  to  have 
taken  part  in  this  l)usiness  also,  to  the  exas]wration  of  the 
King,  for  he  was  forthwith  arrested,  and  appeared  before  the 
Privy  Council  on  June  oth,  together  witli  the  Mayor  and  five 
,.r  tli'e  AMcnneu.       Knight  was  tli(Mi  charged  with  "several 
luis.hMneaiuuirs,"  and  especially  with  goiug  about  the  streets 
of  Bristol  nourishing  a  sword,  ''  to  the  teri\)r  of  the  pubbc 
It  would  appear  from  the  minutes  that  the  informer  against 
him  Avas  Mr.  Romsey,  the    Town  Clerk,  once,  as  has  been 
shown,  his  closest  ally  ;   for  the  i\[inistry  requested  Romsey 
to  give  "further  information,"  and  in  the  meantime  ordered 
Kmght  to  be  prosecuted.     The  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  had 
next  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  royal  displeasure.     The  King, 
who  took  part  in  the  proceedings,  reprehended  them  for  the 
recent  disturbances,  which  he   asserted  were  due  to  their 
default  or  connivance,  and  ordered  Lord  Chancellor  Jeffreys 
to  issue  commissions  of  the  peace  to  as  many  gentry  around 
Bristol  as  he  thought  fit,  who  were  to  be  associated  Avith 
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the  Aldermen  for  tlie  better  government  oi  the  city.  In 
the  following  week  His  Majesty  ordered  tlie  ejection  from 
the  Common  Council  of  Alderman  8ir  llicliard  Hart,  M.P., 
the  chief  of  the  nltra-Roj'alists,  hut  a  man  towards  whom 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  had  a  bitter  antipatll3^  As  for  Sir 
John  Knight,  he  was  not  easily  daunted.  In  a  letter  written 
on  June  7th  to  the  Prime  Minister,  he  stated  that  he  was 
not  afraid  of  finding  an  opportunity  of  shoAving  his  inno- 
cency,  and  being  as  acce})table  to  the  King  as  ever  he  was. 
He  moreover  hoped  to  detect  the  contrivances  that  had 
blasted  his  former  fair  "  carrecter,"  and,  supported  by  an 
upright  heart,  he  would  "bare"  his  misfurtuncs.  He  then 
iiisinuated  at  great  length  tlnit  the  seizui-e  of  the  priest  by 
the  justices  arose  from  the  encouragement  and  persuasions 
of  others  much  more  than  from  his  own  action,  the  real 
truth,  lie  says,  being  that  Bisho]^  Trelawny's  charge  to  his. 
clergy  had  forced  the  Maj^or  to  take  measures  "  to  prevent 
Mass,"  whilst  Romsey,  though  "  he  now  puts  another  face 
on  it,"  made  a  similar  pressing  charge  to  the  grand  jury, 
his  zeal  against  Po]iery  being  so  great  that  he  had  chal- 
lenged several  persons  who  had  raised  reports  of  his  Popish 
inclinations.  Lord  Sunderland  maliciously  communicated 
Sir  John's  reflections  on  iiishop  Trelawn}''  to  the  new- 
fledged  prelate,  whose  terror  at  the  ]n'OS])eet  of  falling 
under  the  King's  displeasure  evoked  an  unconscious  but 
striking  picture  of  his  own  true  character  and  Avorth.  He 
is,  ho  Avrote,  unalterably  fixed  in  his  dut}^  t(j  His  JNTajesty. 
He  has  forcibly  required  all  his  clergy  to  obserA'^e  th(! 
King's  commands.  He  not  only  "  disrcs])ccted  "  Sir  John 
Knight,  and  forhade  the  cathedral  (dcrgv  to  eouA'erse  Avith 
him,  hut  had  cHjUeeti'd  tlu>  ihin«ierous  thinii's  he  had  >aitl 
and  done,  and  sent  them  u])  to  the  King.  Isidore  g<;iing  to 
Bristol  he  liad  inquired  of  Lord  Jeffreys  as  to  the  character 
of  leaih'ng  men,  and  on  being  told  that  the  most  trust- 
Avorthy  Avas  the  ToAvn  Clerk,  he  had  called  on  the  latter 
before  Avaiting  on  the  Mayor,  Avhich  incensed  the  toAvn. 
He  further  pleaded  that  he  had  jn'caehcd  in  Bristol  only 
onee,  Avhen  he  deliA-ered  an  old  sermon  j)reaehed  bid'ore  the 
late  King,  enforcing  passiA^e  obedience  to  the  CTOvernnie]it. 
As  for  Knight's  statement  respecting  his  charge,  it  Avas 
said  he  had  turned  Pa])ist  before  he  got  to  the  cit}^ ;  and 
being  told,  the  day  after  his  arrival,  that  JMass  Avas  being- 
said  at  a  certain  house,  Avhich  he  licdicA'cd  Avas  done  to  try 
him,  he  advised  the  Mayor  to  look  after  it,  but  the  story 
proved   false.     Had   it  been  true  he  Avould  luiA-e  iidormed 
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tlie  Kiuo-^  and  asked  his  pleasure,  and  would  liavo  stopped 
everytliing  till  that  was  known.  And  Sir  Winston  Churchill 
would  attest  how  he  had  protected  the  Catholics  in  Dorset- 
shire. On  the  latter  subject  he  dwells  at  some  length  in 
another  letter,  couched  in  still  more  despicable  terms. 
Sunderland,  it  appears,  had  given  him  formal  commands 
as  to  the  language  he  was  to  use  at  his  visitation,  and  he 
now  reports  the  result.  When  some  Romanists  were 
presented  at  Cerne  for  recusa  nc}'-,  he  ordered  their  dis- 
charge. A  "  vei'y  imjmdent "  sermon,  alleging  danger 
from  Popery,  having  been  preached,  he  reprehended  the 
preacher,  and  threatened  him  with  suspension,  telling  the 
clerg}^  that  such  discourses  cast  an  imputation  on  the 
King,  anrl  warning  them  that  he  should  sus])end  and 
silence  any  who  indulged  in  such  excesses.  He  would 
reside  in  Dorsetshire  to  set  the  clergy  a  good  example,  but 
his  episcopal  income  was  so  miserably  small  that  he  could 
not  do  so  without  ruin.  "  But  Avhenever  the  Xing  shall 
please  to  give  me  a  flignity  of  larger  value,  I  will  engage 
to  render  a  2)roportionable  service."  lieturning  to  Sir  John 
Knight,  that  worthy  was  ])rosecuted  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  the  indictment  appears  to  have  charged  him 
with  parading  the  streets,  not  with  a  sword  but  witli  a 
blunderbuss,  to  the  terror  of  the  lieges.  His  trial  took 
place  in  December.  According  to  Luttrell's  Diary,  the 
jury  were  Bristolians,  '*who  knew  him  W(dl,  and  he  was 
acquitted,  to  the  great  disa))pointment  of  some  persons 
who  a[)])cared  very  fierce  against  him." 

The  ti('l)t  of  the  Corporation,  which  had  been  increasing 
for  several  years,  had  in  April  reached  nearly  -£1(>,0(J),  ajid 
1  hi'catiMicd  to  hring  about  a  financial  collapse.  lu'trcnch- 
nicnt,  howe\'er,  Avas  not  in  favour,  and  the  C\)uncil  resolved 
to  (lispos(^  of  })art  of  the  ])ropert_y  in  the  (Jastlo  'Precincts. 
The  sales  brought  in  about  iJ;i,()U<).  But  in  the  autumn,  the 
necessity  of  economy  having  become  urgent  through  an 
outlay  to  be  recorded  presently,  a  numljcr  of  charges  were 
abolished  or  pruned  down.  The  ex])enditure  for  scavenging, 
c^()0  yearly,  was  stopped,  and  cleansing  transferred  to  the 
parishes.  The  salary  of  the  waits  was  withdraAvn,  the 
musicians  being  dismissed.  The  quarter  sessions'  dinners 
were  given  up,  and  the  Mayor's  salary''  "  defalked  "  i^52  on 
that  account.  The  salaries  of  the  civic  oilicers,  increased  at 
tlie  Restoration,  were  reduced  to  the  previous  scale.  No 
more  money  Avas  to  be  laid  out  in  repairing  the  pi'isons, 
and  the  pitcher  Avas  not  to  be  j)ai<l  for  mending  the  road  on 
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St.  Michael's  Hill.  Finally,  the  robes  of  the  petty  officials 
were  docked  of  their  fur,  embroidery  and  velvet,  which  not 
only  added  to  their  cost  but  made  their  wearers  undistin- 
guishable  to  the  vulgar  from  the  members  of  the  Council. 
It  will  be  found  hereafter  that  these  cheeseparings  did  not 
suffice  to  restore  an  equilibrium. 

A  case  of  some  local  interest  came  before  the  Privy 
Council  in  May,  arising  out  of  a  petition  of  Viscount 
Grandison  and  one  Henry  Howard.  Lord  Grandison 
alleged  that  he  and  his  partner,  in  1G7G,  were  induced  to 
adventure  in  lead  smelting  by  one  Samuel  Hutchinson 
Avho  liad  obtained  a  })atent  for  a  new  process,  and  that, 
after  buying  the  patent,  they  set  up  works  near  Bristol  at 
a  cost  of  <£4,()(M).  Hutchinson  had  now  set  up  works  of  his 
own  near  the  same  place,  to  their  great  injury.  The  Privy 
Council  summoned  the  intruder,  whose  claim  to  work  the 
patent  was  annulled.  Another  claimant,  liowever,  after- 
wards arose  in  the  ])erson  of  one  John  Hodges,  who  denied 
Lord  Grandison's  riglits,  when  the  latter,  in  another 
petition,  averred  that  he  had  spent  £IO,(J{)0  in  establishing 
his  works,  and  Hodges'  claim  was  dismissed.  From  various 
references  to  "  the  Cupoloes "  in  documents  of  about  this 
date,  it  is  probable  that  Grand ison's  works  were  near 
Nightingale  Valley. 

The  Corporation  received  intimation  early  in  August 
that  the  King  had  resolved  u])ou  a  A'isit  to  the  AVest  of 
England,  for  the  purpose  of  insjiecting  the  battlefield  of 
Sedgemoor,  and  immediate  preparations  were  made  tor  his 
entertainment  in  a  maniier  calculated,  it  was  hoped,  to 
mitigate  his  displeasure.  His  Lfajesty  arrived  on  the  'ioth, 
and  was  Innnhly  welconiid  by  tlif  ^Mayor  and  Common 
(■ouncil  at  Lawford's  Gate,  tlie  ])rece(le|its  of  the  jirevious 
reign  being  exactly  followed.  The  house  of  Sir  William 
Hayman,  in  Small  Street,  had  been  made  read}'-  for  the  re- 
cejjtion  of  the  royal  guest,  and  a  grand  banciuet  wound  u]) 
the  da3''s  proceedings.  On  the  2(>th  the  King  held  a  review 
in  the  Marsh  of  some  troo])s  that  had  encampeil  there.  He 
afterwards  I'ode  up  St.  ]\lichae]'s  Hill,  to  view  the  remains 
of  the  defences  from  Ko3^al  Fort  to  Prior's  Hill  Fort,  and 
returned  by  way  of  Newgate  to  his  lodgings,  where  he 
"  graciously  touched  "  several  persons  afflicted  with  scrofula. 
An  early  dinner  having  been  disposed  of,  he  made  an  in- 
s])ection  of  the  strong  city  walls  extending  from  Redcliit'  to 
Tem])le  Gate,  and  thence  took  a  long  ride  to  survey  the  fort 
at    Portislicad.      In     the    evening    his    JMajesty    knighted 
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AVilliam  Merrick,  onf.  of  the  Sherilis,  and  Mr  Winter, 
Slieriif  of  Gloucestershire,  and  earl}^  next  moriiing  departed 
for  Sedgemoor.  His  visit  cost  tlie  Cor|)oration,  who  conld 
ill  afford  the  outlay,  £573,  of  which  .4:140  went  for  Avine 
and  £(,)3  for  confectionery.  T]ie  JMayor  received  lO.v.  for  a 
lost  silver  fork — n  rave  luxur^^  at  that  period, 

A  renewed  quarrel  between  the  civic  body  and  the  Bakers' 
Company  broke  out  in  the  autumn,  but  the  details  are  not 
recorded.  In  October  the  Council  took  the  unprecedented 
course  of  conferring  the  freedom,  for  a  trivial  line,  on  one 
John  Gibbs,  apparently  a  '•  foreigner,"  on  his  undertaking 
to  make  good  bread,  and  to  hold  aJoof  from  the  incorporatecl 
Compan3^  A  few  weeks  later,  a. line  of  £40  was  demanded, 
and    paid,    on    the  admission  of  an  intruding  ironmonger. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  Thomas  Gale,  avIio  had 
been  appointed  Postmaster  of  Bristol  in  1078,  petitioned  his 
superiors  in  London  for  an  increase  of  his  salary,  then 
amounting  to  £5( )  a  year.  'J4ie  managing  official  thereupon 
reported  to  Lord  Rochester,  Postmaster  General,  that  Gale's 
■stipend  was  very  small,  considering  the  expenses  to  whicli 
he  was  ]mt,  and  his  extraordinary  labours,  Bristol  being  a 
great  city.  On  the  other  hand,  the  allowances  that  Gale 
had  applied  for  on  account  of  his  outla^^  for  candles,  string, 
sealing  wax  and  stationer}'-,  were  stated  to  be  for  necessary 
incidents, ^of  his  office,  borne  by  all  the  jirovincial  ])ost- 
masters  ;  and  as  a  reasonable  comjiromisc  it  was  recommend- 
ed that  the  salar}'  sliould  be  increased  to  £G0  per  annum. 
An  order  carrying  out  this  suggestion  was  signed  by  Lord 
Rochester  on  December  13tli.  Th(i  entire  in-door  work  of 
the  local  office  a})pears  to  have  been  j)erformed  at  that 
])eriod  by  the  unassisted  efforts  of  the  postmaster. 

On  January  IStli,  l(iS7,  tlin  Council,  by  electing  JMr  Jolin 
Bubb  to  till  a  vacant  seat  in  the  (JhambeV,  unfittingly  fell 
■  under  Uie  King's  displeasure.  Bubb  claimed  exemption 
from  civic  service,  by  virtue  of  his  office  of  "  Remitter  of 
the  Customs,"  and  having  applied  for  royal  protection,  his 
Majesty  sent  down  an  order  that  his  officer  should  be 
excused.  The  Council  offered  some  resistance,  and  pointed 
out,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Sunderland,  that  as  Bubb's  emi»loy- 
ment  did  ]iot  disturb  him  in  his  trade  of  shopkeeping,  which 
he  followed  very  considerably,  the  duties  of  Councillor  could 
be  no  lundrance  to  liim  in  serving  the  King.  His  iMajesty, 
however,  forwarded  a  peremptory  reply.  Being  informed 
tliat  the  real  object  of  the  Council  was  to  tlii-ust  Bubb  int(; 
the  costly  office  of  Sheriff,  he  reiterated  his  former  command 
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and  required  instant  obedience.  The  Connc  il  of  conrse  sub- 
mitted, but  Mr.  Bubb  will  tuiMi  u])  again.  About  tlie  same 
time  tlie  King  in  Council,  on  the  ])etition  of  Alderman  John 
Moore,  who  ])leaded  great  age  and  infirmities,  relieved  that 
gentleman  of  his  ofiice. 

The  salary  of  the  Lord  High  Steward,  the  venerable 
Duke  of  Ormond,  being  several  years  in  arrear,  be  was  pre- 
sented in  March  with  a  butt  and  two  dozen  bottles  of 
"  slierrysack,"  which  cost,  including  carriage,  i-43  IG.v. 
The  Duke's  estimation  of  '•  your  excellent  sherry  "  has  been 
already  mentioned,  and  the  Council  were  doubtless  anxious 
to  maintain  their  good  fame  ;  yet  the  cost  of  the  fine  old 
wine  was  only  lbs.  per  dozen.  A  few  da3's  later,  the  Mayor 
and  other  skilled  members  sjient  4s.  "  at  the  Virgin  tavern 
in  tasting  of  wine  against  the  coming  of  the  judges" — a 
period  which,  from  the  large  sums  laid  out  for  entertain- 
ments, must  have  been  nuirked  with  copious  Hbations. 

During  the  assizes.  Bishop  Trelawny  had  an  interview 
Avith  the  Council,  from  the  report  of  which  it  a])])cars  that 
the  corporate  body  had  been  again  deprived  of  their  seats  in 
the  cathedral.  The  Bishop  jn-oposed,  in  order  that  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  might  not  be  debarred  from 
coming  into  the  choir  during  service,  "no  ])lace  being 
hitherto  assigned  them,"  that  they  should  have  the  free  use 
of  "  the  sub-dean's  seat,  and  all  on  the  right-hand  side  of  it 
to  the  archdeacon's  seat ;  "  the  sword  to  be  Ikid  on  a  cushion 
according  to  usage.  To  this  the  Council  assented,  and 
resolved  to  attend  service  on  the  following  Sunday. 

The  spring  of  1(J87  was  marked  by  an  astounding  revul- 
sion in  the  royal  ])olicy.  For  a  (quarter  of  a  century  the 
I  hsscntiiig  bodies  had  undergone  almost  ceaseless  persecution, 
and  many  hundreds  of  both  sexes  Avere,  for  ((lonscience  sake, 
lying  in  noisome  gaols,  when  James  II.,  assuming  absolute 
power  to  deal  with  any  statute,  suspended  the  penal  laws 
against  all  classes  of  Nonconformists,  ordered  the  prison 
doors  to  be  thrown  open,  and  authorised  every  sect  to  hold 
services  ])ublic]y.  It  is  somcAvhat  strange  tliat  the  Broad- 
mead  Records  cimtain  scarcely  any  infoi'mation  as  to  this 
unexpected  relief.  A  brief  entry  states  that  the  congrega- 
tion, which  had  been  worshipping  in  a  [)riA'ate  house,  at 
length  "  had  peace."  The  reparation  of  their  chapel,  re- 
duced to  a  mere  ruin,  Avas  at  once  set  about,  and  services 
Avere  resumed.  The  joy  of  the  Dissenters  at  their  emanci- 
]')ation  Avas  damped  by  the  fact  that  they  Avere  classed  in  the 
Indulgence  Avith  the  real  objects  of  the  King's  solicitude — 
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the  adlierents  of  the  Roman  Churcli.  In  July,  a  Papal 
Nuncio  was  received  at  Court  ^yith  extraordinary  pomj),  and 
subsequently  made  a  tour  through  the  country  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  his  faith.  The  date  of  his  visit  to  Bristol  is  not 
recorded,  but  an  annalist  notes  tliat  he  dined  at  the  Three 
Tuns  tavern  in  Corn  Street.  Protestant  feeling  was  greatly 
irritated,  and  Guy  Fawkes'  Day  was  celebrated,  by  way  of 
protest,  at  unusual  expeiise,  and  with  great  popular  enthu- 
siasm. 

The  impoverished  state  of  the  civic  exchequer  led  the 
Council,  in  July,  to  deal  with  a  very  ancient  custom — the 
payment  of  wages  to  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  city. 
It  was  resolved  that  no  salary  to  the  members  should  thence- 
forth be  paid  by  tlie  Chamber,  "but  that  it  be  paid  as  the 
law  directs  " — a  direction  that  it  would  have  been  diflicult 
to  discover.  Sir  liichard  Crump  had  received  £17  liiy.  4<:/. 
for  the  brief  session  of  the  previous  year,  but  nothing  was 
given  to  Sir  Richard  Hart.  It  Avill  be  seen,  later  on,  that 
the  above  resolution  was  temporarily  rescinded. 

The  King,  in  August,  started  on  a  "  progress  "  of  an  un- 
usually magnificent  character.  After  visiting  the  south 
coast,  he  travelled  to  Bath,  where,  after  a  short  sojourn,  he 
left  the  Queen,  paid  a  visit  to  Badminton,  where  he  Avas 
sumptuously  entertained,  and  then  ])roceeded  b}'-  Gloucester 
and  Worcester  to  Chester.  During  his  journey  n(jrthward, 
the  Corporation  sent  a  deputation  to  the  '•(^)ueen  Regent" 
to  pray  her  to.  acce])t  an  ejitertainment  in  Bristol,  Ijut  her 
]\[ajesty  declined  the  compliment.  The  stay  of  the  Court  at 
Bath  furnishes  us  with  the  last  notice  of  the  royal  deer  that 
once  roamed  so  plentifully  in  Kingswood.  On  August  27tli, 
th(^  Board  oi  Green  Cloth  sent  a  mandatt>  to  ^Ir.  Croswick, 
ol*  1  lanhani,  I  ht?  Ranger  of  the  Chase  i  w  ho  had  ])nrehaseil 
'l^hroekniorton's  interest  in  January,  HiS'ii,  compliitining  that 
its  (knnand  for  five  brace  of  bucks  for  the  royal  table  had 
produced  only  a  single  liead,  and  ordering  that  three  bucks 
be  at  once  delivered.  Mr.  Creswick  had  great  difficulty  in 
finding  the  animals,  but  sent  in  five  deer  at  intervals  tluring 
the  following  month.  (How  hopeless  was  the  task  of  main- 
taining game  there  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  upwards 
of  seventy  coal  pits  were  being  worked  in  various  parts  of  the 
chase.)  On  the  return  of  the  King  to  Bath,  another  depu- 
tation from  Bristol  again  proliered  the  hospitality  of  the 
Corporation,  and  upon  its  acceptance  the  Council,  little  fore- 
seeing their  contemptuous  degradation  in  the  near  future, 
and    recklessly    indilferent    to    the  city   debts,  resolved  on 
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receiving  tlieir  imperious  master  with  even  greater  display 
tlian  ill  the  jirevious  year.  The  royal  guests  were  received 
at  Lawford's  Gate  on  September  12th  with  the  accustomed 
ceremony,  and  were  conducted  to  Mr.  Lane's  Great  House  at 
St.  Augustine's  Back,  where  a  hixurious  banquet  was  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  where  tlie  Queen  was  presented  with  KK) 
"  broad  pieces  "  of  gold.  Their  JMajesties  returned  to  Bath 
the  same  evening.  Their  brief  visit  cost  the  Corporation 
no  less  than  £703. 

The  shocking  condition  of  the  city  gaol  at  length  shamed 
the  Corporation  into  action.  It  was  resolved  in  December 
to  build  a  new  prison  on  a  different  site,  and  the  subject  was 
delegated  to  a  committee  to  take  the  necessary  steps,  with 
further  instructions  "to  ])ut  Bridewell  into  some  proper 
posture."  AVithout  further  communication  with  the 
Council,  the  committee  framed  and  promoted  a  Bill  em- 
powering the  Corporation  to  construct  a  new  buildino-  and 
to  charge  the  cost  npon  the  rate])ayers  ;  another  Bill,  creatino- 
a  Court  of  Conscience  for  tlie  recovery  of  petty  del)ts  beino- 
carried  through  Parliament  simultaneonslv.  The  only 
mention  of  the  matter  in  the  records  is  a  payment  of  i:;r2 
to  Sir  Richard  Hart,  "cliargesof  procuring  the  Acts."  The 
cost  of  rebuilding  Ne.Avgate  was  about  £1,GCK). 

Another  of  the  ai"bitrary  edicts  of  James  II.  was  in  pre- 
])aration  at   the  opening   of    KiSS.     On  this    occasion    the 
blow    fell    n])<)n    the    English    Cor])orations.      The  Bristol 
Council,  carefully  selected    from    zealous    'J'ories   less  than 
four  years  i)reviously,  had  always  shown  obedience  to  the 
royal  will;  they  had  proved  their  loyalt}^  during  the  Mon- 
mouth robfUion  ;  and  had  on  two  occasinns  displayed  extra- 
vagant   liberality    in    (K)ing    liis    i\Iajesty  honour.     Their 
latest  tribute  of  devotion — a  joyful  ])rocessio'n  to  the  cathe- 
(b-al_on  January   2;)th,  to    take  part  in  the  thanksgivinf' 
s(a-vice  ordered   by  the  Government,   on  the  Queen  having 
declared  herself  to  be  with  child— had  not  3'et  reached  the 
royal  ear,  but  might  have  been  anticipated.     But  they,  hke 
their  brethren  in  other  towns,  were  Churchmen,  naturally 
displeased  by  the  illegal  favours  conceded  to  Papists  and 
sectaries,    and    could    not  be  relied  upon  to  carry  out  the 
latest   scheme   devised    by    the    King— the  ])acking  of    a 
Parliament   to    ]n'omote    Roman  Catholic  su])remacy.     On 
January  ]8th,  l{i88,  by  an  Order  in  Council,  Richard  Lane, 
I\Iayor  ;  Aldermen  Swymmer,  Hicks,  Clutterbuck,  Saunders! 
Combe,  and   Eston  ;.  the  Sheriffs,   eighteen  Councillors,  and' 
Romsey,  the  Town  CMerk,  all  zealous  Tories,  were  dismissed 
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from  the  Corporation.      This  was  followed  on  tlie  14th  by  a 
royal_  Mandate,   addressed   to    the    relics    of  the  Chamber 
ordering  them  to  admit  Thomas  Day  as  iMayor  ;  Michael 
Po].e,  Ualtei-  Stephens,  William  Jackson,  William  Browne 
J-Jumj)lirey    Corsley,    and    Thomas    Scroi>e    as     Aldermen' 
a  liomas  Saunders  and  John  Hine  as  Sheriffs  ;  and  eic-hteen 
g;entlemen^   mclnding  Henry  Gibbs,  Joseph  Jackson^  John 
Oary,  John  Dnddelston,  William  Biirg^^s,  Joseph  Burges  and 
Nathaniel    Day,     as    Conncillors.     Many    of    tlie     Kino-'s 
nominees  were  Dissenters,  some  were  survivors  of  the  Com- 
monwealth regime,   and  Scrope  was   the  son  of  a  regicide  • 
but  even  those  aj)|)ointments  were  not  so  astonishing  as  was 
the  selection  for  Town  Clerk  of  Nathaniel  AVade,  n^^torions 
as   an    accomplice  in  the  Rye   ILuise  plot,   and  as   one  of 
Monmouth  s    prompters  and    lieutenants    in    the    western 
rebellion.     lo  remove  all  difticnlty  in  the  way  of  the  royal 
nominees,  the  Mandate  further  directed  that  they  were  not 
to  be  roqnired,  before  taking  their  seats,  to  swear  the  oatlis 
imjK.sed  by  Acts  of  Parlia.ment,  "with  which  we  are  ])leased 
to  dispense.'      His  Majesty  confided  the  above  instruments 
to   Wade    who   arrived   in   Bristol  on  February  2nd,  and 
foi-thwith   informed  the  Mayor  that  he  had  ''  somethino-  to 
communicate"  to  the  Council.     A  meeting  of  that  body  was 
accordingly  convened  for  the  4th,  when,  if  the  memljei4  had 
been  previously  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  the  fate  hanging  over 
t henr,  their  eyes   must  have  been  opened  by  the  aspect  of 
the  Counci    House,  already  crowded  by  the  royal  proh^nes 
Mr    Lane   having  taken  the  chair,  AVade  was  called   into 
futhl  his  commission;  the  Order  in   Council  was  read  ;  the 
dispaced   Tory  gentlemen,  who  a])pear  to  have  maintained 
a   Mlcnr.^  nion«  .'huiuent  than  wc^rds,    witluhvw  ;•  the  Kino-'s 
3laii,ia(e   was   next   presented    to   Alderman    Lawfonl,  the 
senior  surviving  AMerman ;  and  the  election  and  admission 
o±  the  new  members,  in  pursuance  of  the  royal  commands, 
brouglit  the   amazing  revolution  to  a  close.     The  "  purree  " 
as  It  was  called   was  sufficiently  severe.     Nevertheless,  sSme 
fhckerings  ot  dis.sent  from  the  royal  policy  were  apparent, 
and  on  March  2ot]i,  the  King  in  Council  issued  an  Oixler  for 
the  displacement  of  AValter  Stephens,  one  of  the  new  Alder 
men,    and    of  live  of  the   old    Councillors  ;  and    this    was 
followed,  on  the  2Gtli,   by  a  Mandate,  nominating  Simon 
Hurle  as   Aldennan,    and   five   obscure    persons-probably 
Dissenters-to  the  other   vacancies.     These   changes  were 
accordingly    made   at  a  Council  held    on  April    11th     the 
statutory  oatlis  being  again  dispensed  with.     By  this' time 
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some  members  of  the  highly  purified  Corporation  thought 
it  indispensable  to  return  tlianks  to  their  gracious  creator, 
and  a  committee  was  ap])ointed  to  draw  up  a  suitable 
address.  This  document,  which  ma}^  be  safely  attributed  to 
AVade,  was  hrouglit  up  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  following 
week.  In  brief,  the  address  laid  the  Council  at  his  Majesty's 
feet,  rendered  hearty  thanks  for  the  happiness  enjoyed 
under  his  wise  government,  extolled  his  suspension  of  the 
penal  laws,  promised  the  utmost  exertions  to  su])])ort  his 
policy,  beseeched  God  to  prolong  his  benign  reign,  and 
prayed  that  the  Crown,  at  his  death,  might  fall  to  a 
successor  descending  from  himself,  and  inheriting  his 
princely  virtues.  ]-*uppets  as  they  were  in  the  royal  hands, 
and  liable  to  bo  swe])t  away  by  the  pen  that  created  them, 
the  majority  of  tlie  Council  revolted  against  the  adulation 
that  it  was  proposed  to  put  into  their  mouths,  the  allusion 
to  the  expected  advent  of  an  infant  jirince  Ijeing  especially 
distasteful.  The  adoption  of  the  address  was  negatived  by 
sixteen  votes  against  eleven,  and  a  motion  that  it  should  be 
ado])ted  with  amendments  was  rejectj-d  by  fourteen  votes 
against  thirteen.  Wade,  though  not  entitled  to  vote, 
impudently  took  part  in  ])otli  divisions,  and  figured  of 
course  amongst  the  minority.  The  largeness  of  the  number 
of  absentees  was  doubtless  duo  to  disgust  at  the  Town 
Clerk's  servile  manoeuvring. 

The  proceedings  of  the  royal  nominees  during  their  hr'ioi 
existence  as  civic  rulers  may  be  brieily  summarised.  Their 
first  act  was  to  order  the  anniv(n-sary  of  the  King's  accession 
to  be  celebrated  with  unusual  trumpetiiigs,  salutes  and  bon- 
1ir«'S.  A  U'W  days  later,  their  Puritan  |)riiici])les  were  dis- 
nlayt^l  in  a  resolnlion  for  the  reA-ival  of  the  week-day 
lec^tures  at  St.  Nicholas's  and  St.  Werburgh's  churches.  In 
May,  the  Princess  Anne,  witli  her  husband  the  Prince  of 
Denmark,  arrived  at  Bath  to  drink  the  waters,  and  as  their 
Highnesses  declined  an  invitation  from  Bristol,  orders  were 
o-iveu  for  the  despatch  to  them  of  sixty  dozen  of  sherry  and 
French  wines ;  a  further  gift  of  a  hogshead  of  sherry  being 
forwarded  to  London,  whither  the  Princess  had  hurried  on 
the  birth  of  a  Prince,  soon  better  known  as  a  Pretender. 
The  latter  incident  evoked  many  demonstrations  of  joy  from 
the  King's  partisans  in  the  Council,  in  spite  of  the  in- 
credulity with  which  the  intelligence  was  received  by  the 
public.  The  office  of  Lord  High  Steward  became  vacant 
during  the  summer,  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
but  owing  to  dissensions  as  to  a  successor,  the  election  was 
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twice  deferred.  (Strangely  eiiougli,  there  is  no  further 
reference  to  the  vacanc}''  in  the  minute  books  ;  but  the 
office  was  certainly  conferred,  before  the  end  of  October,  on 
James,  Duke  of  Ormond,  grandson  of  the  deceased  Duke.) 
The  civic  debt  causing  much  •  embarrassment,  it  was 
resolved  in  August  to  sell  as  much  of  the  corporate  estates 
as  would  clear  oft'  the  burden.  On  Sejjtember  15th,  when 
William  Jackson  was  elected  Mayor,  with  Thomas  Listen 
and  Joseph  Jackson,  Sheriffs,  Alderman  Hurle  produced  an 
Order  in  Council  declaring  the  King's  pleasure  that  he,  and 
also  Councillor  James  Wallis,  should  be  dismissed,  which  was 
acctn'dingl}^  done.  Hurle  then  produced  a  Mandate  re([uir- 
ing  the  election  of  Henry  Gibbs  as  Alderman  and  of  Peter 
Mugleworth  as  Councillor,  and  the  order  was  obeyed.  On 
October  11th  another  Mandate,  dated  so  far  back  as  April 
21)tli  was  produced,  setting  forth  that  the  King,  having 
received  a  good  character  of  the  sixt3'--nine  persons  named  in 
the  document  (many  of  whom  were  Quakers),  commanded 
their  admission  as  freemen,  without  their  being  required  to 
take  any  oath  whatever.  By  this  time,  resistance  to 
James's  daily  violations  of  the  law  was  developing  in  the 
chief  municipal  bodies  throughout  the  country,  although 
they  had  all  been  manipulated  witli  the  vigour  exerted  in 
Bristol.  It  was  moreover  known  that  the  King,  alarmed 
at  his  position,  had  restored  the  charters  of  the  city  of 
London;  so  the  Council  after  a  debate,  shelved  a  motion  to 
oljc}''  the  order,  and  adjourned  the  matter  until  the  next 
House  (which  quietly  ignored  it).  Directions  were  however 
given  for  the  royal  salutes  and  musical  fantasias  that 
usually  took  place  on  the  King's  birthday  (Octol)er  11th). 
On  the  1  1th  his  IMajesty  was  constraineil  to  withdraw  from 
his  monstrous  encnnichments  on  munii-ipal  libertifs.  It 
a[)peai's  from  the  proclamation,  Onler  in  Council, iiand  ]\[an- 
date  issued  on  the  ITth  that,  saving  a  ffw  excepticms,  the 
surrenders  of  corporate  charters  made;  in  and  after  lG7i>  had 
never  been  enrolled,  or  the  judgments  on  Quo  irct >•)•(( ntos 
entered  on  the  records,  so  that  no  surrender  in  law  had  been 
made  of  the  ancient  franchises,  and  the  old  corporations 
Avere  not  in  fact  dissolved.  Wherefore,  to  quote  tlie 
"general  proclamation,"  the  King,  of  his  grace  and  favour, 
being  resolved  to  place  the  civic  bodies  in  their  fornu'r 
position,  was  pleased  to  order  that  IMayors,  Shcriil's,  Aldei- 
men  and  Councillors  elected  after  the  tlate  of  the  surrenders 
should  be  at  once  displaced,  and  the  previous  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  reinstated,  after  whieh,  new  elections  of  Mayors 
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and  Sheriffs  were  to  take  place,  although  the  charter  clays 
for  such  elections  might  have  ])assecl.  His  Majest}^  finally 
j)romised  to  restore  and  confirm  the  charters  that  had  been 
surrendered. 

The  dignitaries  that  had  been  so  contumeliousl}'-  treated 
for  their  loyalty  cannot  but  have  exulted  on  returning  to 
the  Council  House.  But  their  proceedings  wLen  again 
reunited,  on  October  23rd,  when  AVade  had  disapjieared  and 
Romsey  had  returned  to  his  office,  exhibit  no  rancour 
towards  the  King's  late  nominees.  On  the  contrarj/-,  AVilliam 
Jackson,  the  Mayor,  was  reappointed,  though  he  was  not 
really  entitled  to  sit  until  he  Avas  elected  a  Councillor.  The 
lately  appointed  Sheriffs  disappeared  with  the  other  roj^al 
dependents,  and  Thomas  Cole  and  AVilliam  Browne  were 
chosen,  but  the  latter  had  fled  from  the  city  to  his  house 
at  Frenchay,  to  escape  the  office,  and  the  fine  of  £4CHJ  im- 
posed upon  him  was  never  recovered.  (His  ])lace  Avas  filled 
by  the  election  of  George  AVliite.)  The  arrival  of  the  Dutch 
fieet  under  tlie  Prince  of  Orange  l)eiiig  daily  expected, 
()rdfn\s  were  given  for  the  enrolment  of  six  soldiers  to  guard 
the  city  gates;  but  this  was  clearly  a  mere  formality,  as 
the  troopers  server!  only  eleven  days  during  the  ensuing  two 
months.  On  October  2r)th  the  Council  assembled  ty  appoint 
a  Recorder,  when  AVilliam  Powlett,  an  able  lawyer,  Avas 
elected  in  the  place  of  Roger  North,  Avhose  friends  Avere  in  a 
minority,  and  who  revenged  himself  i)i  liis  reminiscences 
by  many  sneers  and  libels  on  Bristol  and  its  citizens.  A 
cojuous  present  of  Avine  Avas  ordered  for  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  Avho  harl  already  arriA^d  in  the  city,  l)y  order  of 
the  Ring,  Avith  directions  to  ri']H'at  his  exploits  of  KiH."). 
<  )n  November  2(i(h,  when  the  King's  position  had  become 
(les|R'ratt',  the  Council,  in  co-operafion  A\<ath  the  leading 
local  clergy,  headed  by  Bisho})  TrelaAvn}'-,  av1ios(^  principles 
of  [)assive  obedience  and  non-resistance  had  become 
marvellously  modified,  ado])ted  a  petition  to  Plis  Majesty, 
|)raying  for  the  convocation  of  a  Free  Parliament ;  but 
there  is  no  evidence  that  this  appeal  CA^er  reached  its  desti- 
nation. James's  flight  and  the  CA^ents  that  followed  it 
plunged  the  Corporation  into  utter  helplessness  and  con- 
fusion. From  the  date  of  the  above  meeting  until  August, 
1 GH9,  six  attempts  Avere  made  to  assemble  a  Council  for  the 
despatch  of  business,  but  it  Avas  in  (uich  case  found  impos- 
sible to  collect  a  quorum. 

The  local  calendar  Avriters  are  j^roA^okingly  reticent  in 
reference  to  the  events  of  this  memorable  year.     It  is  kiioAvn 
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that  the  news  of  the  birth  of  a  Prince  of  AVales,  received  on 
June  i2th,  two  cla3^s  after  the  event,  Avas  greeted,  as  it  Avas 
everywhere,  with  mingled  dismay  and  incredulity.  "  They 
rang  the  bells  a  little  while,"  says  one  annalist,  "  but  made 
but  very  small  demonstrations  of  joy."  On  the  other  hand, 
l)ublicsym])athy  was  cordially  manifested  in  the  following 
week  for  the  seven  Bishops,  whose  libaration  from  the 
Tower  was  hailed  with  great  ])Oi:)ular  enthusiasm,  and  simi- 
lar demonstrations  followed  their  ultimate  acquittal.  But 
nothing  is  recorded  as  to  the  reception  of  the  news  of  the 
Prince \)f  Orange's  arrival,  and  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  a 
Louflon  news-letter  for  most  of  the  details  in  connection 
with  tlie  occupation  of  Bristol  by  the  Deliverer's  partisans. 
As  stated  above,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  arrived  in  the  city 
l\\  October,  resolved  to  secure  it  on  lieha-lf  of  the  King  ;  but 
iie  held  aluof  from  the  Corporation,  notwithstanding  its  gift 
of  a  quantity  of  wine,  and  took  up  his  abode  with  the  Col- 
lector of  Customs.  Bttcoming  sorrowfully  convinced  that 
public  feeling  amongst  all  classics  was  adverse  to  his 
cause,  his  Grace  made  no  effort  to  assemble  any  considerable 
number  of  trained  bands.  Such  a  moment  was  favourable 
for  an  outbreak  of  fanaticism  amcrngst  the  ignorant  and 
lisorderly.  On  the  morning  of  December  1st,  a  rabble 
atheretl  in  the  streets,  and  sacked  the  hous(.'.  of  a  Komanist 
harness-maker  in  Castle  Street,  burning  part  of  the  contents 
and  steabiig  the  remainder.  The  mol:»  next  attacked  two 
houses  in  King  Street,  also  occupied  by  men  of  tlie  obnoxious 
faith,  and  wrought  great  havoc.  Fortunately,  in  the  after- 
noon, says  the  n(iws"\vriter,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  with 
•i(X)  horse  and  2<A)  infantr}^,  ente'red  the  city  without 
opposition,  and  assumed  the  funetioTis  of  (lovernor  by 
dii-eetion  of  tlu^  Priuee  of  Orniige.  His  Lordship  was  joined 
on  lUv  same  d;\y  Ity  Sir  John  (luest,  who  hii\  recently 
returned  from  exile  lor  his  o[>[>osition  to  the  Duke,  of 
Beaufort's  proceedings,  and  who,  with  the  assistance  of  Lord 
Delamere,  had  already  raised  a  large  body  of  volunteers  in 
Gloucestershire.  The  Duke  of  Beaufort,  hearing  of  the 
approacli  of  these  unwelcome  visitors  (he  had  attempted  to 
arrest  Guise  in  October), departed  in  some  haste,  "not  staying 
to  dine,"  adds  a  chnckling  chronicler.  Lord  Shrewsbury  was 
met  at  the  Tolzey  by  the  INEayor  and  Aldermen,  to  whom 
he  handed  a  letter  from  the  Prince  of  Orange,  assuring  them 
that  he  had  come  to  England  in  defence  of  religion,  liberty 
and  property,  and  adding  that,  being  nnwilling  to  burden 
them,  and  desiring  to  have  their  friendship  and  c;oncurrence, 
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he  had  sent  only  a  small  party  of  troops.  Lord  Shrewsbury 
liad  also  a  letter  for  Bisho})  Trelawny,  who  had  probably 
joined  the  Mayor  and  Cor[)oration,  His  Lordship's  brotlier, 
the  colonel  of  the  regiment  that  had  so  recentl}^  run  riot  in 
Bristol,  had  already  carried  over  his  troops  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and.  the  Bishop  himself  hastened  to  salute  the  rising- 
sun.  "  Lord  Shrewsbury,  with  whoso  conduct  we  are  all 
extremel}'-  pleased,  will  give  you  a  full  account  of  what  has 
been  done  here,  which,  if  3'our  Highness  should  approve  it, 
Avill  be  greater  satisfaction  to  me  that  I  have  bore  some 
part  in  the  work  which  your  Highness  has  undertaken' .  .  . 
Believe  me  very  ready  to  promote  so  good  a  work."  The 
Maj^or  and  Aldermen  also  sent  the  Prince  assurances  of 
their  assistance,  and  thanked  him  for  his  considerate  treat- 
ment of  the  city.  The  adhesion  of  Bristol  was  deemed  so 
important  an  event  by  AVilliam's  advisers,  that  the  missive 
of  the  justices  was  hurriedly  translated  into  Dutch  and 
desjmtciied  to  E-otterdam,  where  it  Avas  forthwith  published, 
accom])anied  by  a  proclannition  of  tlu^  ]\rayor  and  Aldermen 
forbidding  Jesuits,  moidcs  and  Ilomish  priests  from  abiding 
in  Bristol,  and  tliroatening  those  who  harboured  them  with 
heavy  ])enalties.  (A  copy  of  this  remarkable  tract  is  in  the 
collection  of  Mr,  G.'E.  AVeai'e.)  The  dis])osition  of  the  citi- 
zens generally  was  so  favourable  that  it  was  thought 
needless  to  maintain  a  garrison,  and  all  the  troops,  save  a 
small  guard  for  the  gates,  departed  about  December  otlu 
Tlie  only  expense  incurred  by  the  Corporation  during  their 
stay  was  40,v.,  presented  to  the  dragoons  l)y  the  Mayer,  pre- 
sumably for  their  good  conduct.  The,  soldiers  being  gone, 
1  he  ])opulace  gathered  again,  intendiug  to  attack  the  houses 
ill  King  Street,  hut  n  calendar  writer  says: — "Sir  Jolni 
Knight,  Sir  liiehard  Crnnij)  and  Sir  Thonnis  Karle,  and 
some  others,  drew  theii-  s^^•(lrds,  A\diich  so  (hxunted  tlie 
rabble  that  the}^  tied."  Only  a  few  days  later,  a  j)anie,  the 
cause  of  which  was  never  explained,  broke  out  in  Bristol, 
London,  and  almost  every  town  in  the  kingrlom.  A  rumour 
sj)read  with  amazing  rapidity  that  the  Irish  sokliers  dis- 
banded by  Jam(^s  II.  were  approaching,  massacring  on  their 
way  Protestant  men,  Avomen  and  children .  Thousands  of  per- 
sons flew  to  arms  to  resist  the  Ijarbarians,  and  it  was  not  dis- 
covered in  Bristdl  until  after  a  ]iight  of  aAvful  terror  that  the 
soldiery  were  stationed  more  than  a  week's  march  from  the 
city.  The  Chamberlain  paid  A^5  l).s\  "for  powder,  when  the 
rej)ort  was  that  the  Irish  that  was  disbanded  were  coming 
near  this  city,  and  did  great  cruelties  wherever  they  goeth." 
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InteiTupfcing  for  a  moment  the  story  of  tlie  Revolution, 
attention  may  be  drawn  to  a  curious  deed,  now  in  the 
Reference  Library,  dated  August  lltli,  1688,  by  wliich 
Susanna  Veil,  of  Bristol,  in  consideration  of  ciiiO,  conveyed 
to  an  attorney,  named  Parmiter,  a  moiety  of  the  tithes  of 
the  lordship  of  Tockington.  On  the  back  of  tlie  instru- 
ment is  a  memorandum,  signed  by  Parmiter,  acknowledging 
that  he  had  acted  in  the  matter  merely  as  the  agent  of 
Ricljard  Hawksworth  [a  Bristol  mercliant],  to  Avhom  he 
transferred  the  estate.  In  another  hand  is  the  followina- 
note : — "'  Nota  bene.  RicharLl  Hawkswc»rth,  herein  men- 
tioned, and  liis  heir  AValter,  Avho  sold  his  right  to  these 
tyths  to  St.  D.,  were  &  are  still  Quakers,  tliough  they  did, 
without  scruple,  receive  and  use  these  tyth  fruits  so  many 
years."  St.  1),,  doubtless  the  writer  of  the  above,  Avas  the 
Rev.  Staunton  Degge,  of  Over,  wJio  purchased  the  manor 
of  Tockington,  Avhich,  in  1688,  was  the  [)roperty  of  Alder- 
man Lawl'ord,  of  the  representatives  of  that  gentleman's 
heiress.  Lady  Dineley,  widow  of  tlie  murdered  Sir  John 
Dinek^y,  (ilia>y  Goodere. 

In  the  closing  days  of  December,  tiie  Prince  of  Orange 
resolved  on  summoning  a  Convention  for  the  settlement 
of  the  kingdom,  which  James  II.  had  deserted.  The  writs 
for  what  was  in  all  but  the  name  a  Parliament  were 
forthwith  Issued,  and  the  election  ]iroceediugs  at  Bristol 
began  on  January  11th,  1(j81),  and  concdiided  on,  the  loth, 
Avhen  Sir  Richard  Hart  and  Sir  John  Knight  were 
returned,  their  AVhig  o]')ponents,  Thomas  Day  and  Robert 
■Yate,  being  defeated.  Bristol  was  one  of  the  few  impor- 
tant towns  that  returned  uncuinpromisiiig  Tories  at  this 
great  crisis,  and  botli  its  meiabers  ()p|)osed  the  de- 
tliroiiement   cif  James.      J.-lolh,    however,   took    the   oath  of 


dK'giance   to  the  new  King  and  (^ueen,  as  did   the  Dak 


e 


of  Beaufort  after  a  short  hesitation.  At  the  close  of  the 
session,  the  Council,  after  passing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
members  for  their  good  services  to  the  city  and  the  Church 
of  England,  repealed  the  resolution  abolishing  the  payment 
of  "wages"  to  representatives,  Avho  received  the  usual 
allowance  of  (js.  8d.  per  day,  amotmting  to  a  total  sum  qf 
.€li);]. 

The  proclamation  of  King  AVilliam  and  Queen  Mar}^ 
took  place  at  the  High  Cross  on  February  16th,  l(i8l). 
The  meagre  ceremonies  denoted  the  prevailing  sentiments 
of  the  civic  body.  Not  one  bottle  of  Avine  was  consumed 
hy  the  Corporation,  and   the  total  expenditure  for  salutes, 
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trumpeters,  and  bonfires  was  only  £2  7s.  He/.  A  fortnight 
later,  however,  tlie  King  sent  instructions  tliat  the  Iceys 
of  tlie  cit}^  gates,  whicli  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  liad  long 
held  so  tenaciously,  should  be  delivered  to  the  Ma^'^or,  and 
this  concession  to  corporate  susceptibilities  produced  a 
good  effect."  On  the  day  fixed  for  the  coronation,  in  April, 
the  Council  went  in  state  to  tlie  cathedral  (ids',  being  jiaid 
"  to  four  women  that  sti'ewed  sweet  herbs  before  Mr. 
Mayor  "),  and  a  modest  potation  took  jjlace  afterAvards  at 
the  Council  House,  whilst  cannon  fired  salutes. 

Bisho])  Trelawny's  sudden  abjuration  of  the  ])rinciple 
of  passive  obedience  was  rewarded  in  the  way  lit;  desired. 
In  answer  to  his  ])etition  for  preferment  to  the  see  of 
Exeter,  and  for  two  good  livings  in  tliat  diocese,  to  be 
held  ill  conniunnlaui,  a  covije  cVeJire  in  his  favour  was  issued 
on  March  lljtli,  and  on  the  same  day  he  was  granted  a 
Avell-endowed  Cornish  deanery  and  a  rectory  in  Devon 
by  royal  wanant.  His  successor  in  Bristol  Avas  Gilbert 
Ironside,  son  of  a  former  Bishop  of  the  same  name. 
This  prelate's  ejnscopate  here  was  even  shorter  than 
Trelawny's,  his  transhrtion  to  Hereford  taking  place  two 
years  later. 

Ecclesiastics  were  far  from  being  the  only  suitors  for 
the  favour  of  the  now  Government.  On  March  loth, 
John  Dutton  Colt  was  a])pointed  Collector,  of  (■ustoms  at 
Bristol,  in  conformity  with  his  petition  recounting  his 
sufferings  in  the  Protestant  cause. 

The  long-standing  dispute  over  the  election,  of  Sir 
Thomas  Earle  as  Alderman  (see  p[).  402,  417)  Avas  revived 
in  August,  when  th(>  (\)urt  of  Ahh'vnien  rt'-assembled  after 
a  suspension  of  eight  months.  Wilh  the  assent  of  the 
Court,  and  in  contradiction  to  its  last  dt-cision  on  the 
subject,  Sir  Thomas  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat.  Sir 
William  Clutterbuck  and  Thomas  Hay  were  then  elected 
Aldermen.  Thomas  Eston,  who  liad  been  plac^ed  in  Earle's 
seat  by  the  Court  in  11)81},  being  now  an  encumbrance,  it 
was  resolved,  a  fcAv  da3's  later,  that,  as  he  had  beeiL  long 
imprisoned  for  debt,  and  could  not  attend  to  his  ofiice, 
whicdi  he  had  hekl  all  along,  ''contrary  to  right,"  his 
eh'ction  was  void.  Sir  "William  Hayman,  one  of  the  late 
King's  nominees,  was  also  ejected,  and  the  Mayor,  with 
Edward  Feilding  and  William  Donning,  were  apjiointed  ti> 
vacant  seats.  These  resolutions  Avere  not  passed  Avithout. 
much  dissension.  In  fact,  the  JMayor  Avas  so  embarrassed 
in  the  performance  of  his  office  that,  on  September  4tli,  he 
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addressed  an  appeal  to  tlie  Cxovernment.  His  letter,  wliicdi 
is  amongst  the  State  Papers,  stated  that  he  had,  on  tlu- 
])receding  clay,  called  a  House  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  coming  elections,  but  many  members  did  not  attend, 
while  others  came  only  to  wrangle  about  precedeney. 
"They  are  for  the  most- part  those  who  consented  to  the 
surrender  of  the  charter,  and  I  beheve  are  least  aheeted  ' 
to  their  Majesties'  interest.  I  desire  direcitions,  wishing 
to  leave  office  in  the  liands  of  men  entirely  dis])Osed  to 
their  Majesties'  service,  ^\dli(■h  I  canmit  ])romise  if  this 
party  jnevail."  In  rejdy,  Loi-d  Shrewsbury  said  the  King 
had  noticed  the  jMayor's  faithful  service,  and  expected  that 
those  who  liad  a  right  to  choose  officers  should  act  as 
became  tliem.  Tf  business  were  obstructed,  the  names  of 
offoiulers  should  be  sent  U])  to  the  Privy  Council,  that  the}' 
might  be  prosecuted.  The  result  of  the  aldermanic  pro- 
ceedings came  out  on  election  (hiy,  when  the  civic  sci'ibe 
[)lace(l  no  less  than  seventeen  Alilermen  on  the  roll,  declining 
the  resjjonsibility  of  omitting  Eston  and  those  whom  the 
late  King  had  nominated  or  displaced.  Arthur  Hart,  an 
ultra-Tory,  was  ]~)laced  in  t\m  chair.  Ignoring  Iving 
James's  order  for  the  exemption  of  John  Bubl>,  that 
gentleman  was  not  onl}^  elected  a  Councillor  but  a})pointe(l 
one  of  the  Sheriffs. 

At  the  .^period  under  review,  the  law  made  ]io  jn^ovision 
for  such  persons  condemned  to  death  for  felony  as  the 
judges  thought  fit  to  save  from  the  gallows,  Prisoners 
Avere  hanged  by  scores  every  year  for  what  would  now  be 
deemed  trivial  offences ;  but  if,  from  extreme  3'-outh  or 
otlier  extenuating  circumstances,  the  [)enalty  of  death 
Avere  remitted,  the  culprit  sutlercd  no  heavitn*  punishment 
than  I  hilt  eutlured  by  ptH)r  ptM)[)le  imprisoneil  for  non-pay- 
ment of  a  debt.  The  perplexity  occasioned  by  this  defect 
in  the  statute  book  is  illustrated  b}'-  a  letter  addressed  by 
the  Rec(;)rder  of  Bristol  to  the  Attorney-Genertil  at  the  close 
of  the  gaol  delivery  in  September.  Three  men,  wrote  Ser- 
jeant Powlett,  had  been  sentenced  to  fleath  :  one  for  sheep 
stealing,  one  for  personating  a  landed  man,  and  a  third 
for  instigating  the  latter  felony.  The  two  first  were 
notorious  rogues,  and  the  whole  country  would  cry  out  if 
they  were  not  hanged  ;  but  it  might  be  well  to  transport 
the  other,  who  was  only  twenty- four  years  okl.  The 
writer  asked  for  advice,  especially  as  to  what  power  judges 
had  to  transport  prisoners  convicted  of  small  feloiues. 
'■  Here  are  two   bo3's,  the  eldest    not  twelve,  convicted  of 
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stealing  a  purse  Avitli  fort}''  pence  in  it.  I  reprieved 
because  so  young,  upon  their  friends  ])romising  to  trans- 
port tliem."  AVhat  would  have  ha])pened  to  the  two 
children  if  the}^  had  been  destitute  of  friends  is  left  to 
conjecture. 

Whatever  might  be  the  bickerings  in  the  Council  cham- 
ber over  precedency  and  other  trifles,  the  members  were 
pretty  unanimous  in  their  hatred  of  Nonconformists.  It 
was  resolved  in  October,  that,  '"the  settlement  of  the  militia 
being  in  some  part  in  the  hands  of  Dissenters  and  persons 
obnoxious  to  the  Church  of  England,"  the  fact  should  be 
represented  to  the  King,  together  with  "  other  emergencies 
that  may  fall  out."  A  committee  was  also  appointed  to 
write  to  the  city  members,  desiring  their  attention  to  these 
imjiortant  matters. 

On  January  LSth,  1G9(),  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  "Wliite 
Lion  inn.  Broad  Street,  by  which  that  long-famed  hostelry, 
togetlier  with  an  adjoining  house,  was  burned  to  the 
ground.  The  Chamberlain  disbursed  £7  Kv.  Ud.  amongst 
those  who  strove  to  quench  the  iiames. 

A  parliamentary  election,  consequent  on  the  dissolution 
of  tlie  preceding  House  of  (>ommons,  began  in  Bristol  on 
February  *i4th  and  continued  for  five  days.  The  previous 
members.  Sir  Richard  Hart  and  Sir  John  Knight,  again 
offered  themselves,  and  defeated  their  Whig  oi)])onents,  the 
Recorder  and  Robert  Yate.  The  unsuccessful  candidates 
jietitioned  against  tlie  return,  alleging  that  many  of  their 
su])porters  had  been  jn'evented  from  voting,  whilst  divers 
unqualified  persons  had  been  allowed  to  vote  against  them; 
but  their  claim  seems  to  have  been  abanikmed.  ^Plie  Tory 
innjovity  in  thr  Comu'il  werr  so  enraged  at  the  caiidichiture 
of  Serjeant  Powlett  that  they  refused  to  aiUow  him  to  be 
present  at  met^tings  uf  the  Chamber,  although  an  Alderman 
by  virtue  of  his  office. 

The  repudiation  by  the  Corporation  of  all  responsibility 
in  reference  to  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  was  noted  in  a 
previous  jnige.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  parochial  autho- 
rities wore  little  dis])Osed  to  bear  the  burden,  and  reduced 
their  scavenging  statF  to  derisory  pro])ortions.  Though  the 
narrow  allej^s  inhabited  by  the  poor  were  not  merel^^  lanes 
but  sewers,  the  sum  expended  in  the  ])Oi)ulous  ]jarish  of 
St.  Ste])hen  in  the  summer  of  IGIM),  according  to  the  recorrls 
of  the  vestry,  was  only  46'.  per  week,  whilst  St.  Leonard's 
vestry  laid  out  only  £(>  a  3'ear ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
su[)])Ose  that  those  districts  were  more  ])arsimonious  than 
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tlieir  neighbours.       The   scandal  continued   until  the  last 
year  of  the  century. 

The  Corporation,  in  fact,  was  overwhelmed  with  debt  and 
menaced  with  insolvency.  In  July  it  was  announced  that 
two  creditors  threatened  distraints,  and  orders  were  given 
for  raising  temporary  loans.  Tlie  crisis  was  finally  over- 
come b}'-  the  sale  of  lands  at  Hamp  for  £B,(i()0.  Instances 
of  contemptible  parsimony  and  of  gross  extravagance  occur 
in  the  year's  accounts.  Thus,  on  July  2'2nd,  the  Chamber- 
lain notes: — "Spent  on  several  attorneys,  at  the  Nag's 
Head,  ±s.  2f/."  A  few  weeks  before  he  had  paid  "Jonathan 
Blackwell,  Esq.,  for  wine,  £l()i2  "—representing  about  2(iU 
gallons. 

In  August,  Mr.  Edward  Colston  made  a  pro]josal  to  the 
Council  to  purchase  three  acres  of  land  on  St.  Michael's 
Hill,  known  as  the  Turtles,  or  Jonas  Leaze,  intimating  his 
intention  to  build  thereon  an  abnshouse,  cha])el,  and  other 
buildings.  The  Corporation,  in  view  of  Ids  charitable  pur- 
pose, demanded  only  i^lOO  for  the  ground,  and  the  convey- 
ance was  executed  in  Novemljer.  There  is  no  record  of  tlie 
opening  of  the  almshouse,  whicli  was  constructed  for  the 
reception  of  twelve  men  and  twelve  women,  and  cost  aliout 
£-2,5()().  In  Januar}^,  l(;i)(>,  Mr.  Colston  conveyed  the  pro- 
perty, together  with  the  endowment  fund — consisting  of  a 
great  number  of  fee-farm  rents  ])urcliased  from  tlie  Crown — 
to  Sir  Richard  Hart  and  twenty-seven  other  citizens,  chiefly 
members  of  the  Merchants'  Society,  who  wore  constituted 
managers  of  the  charity,  with  [)Ower  to  a])point  successors. 
The  nomination  of  alms-j)eople  was  reserved  to  the  founder 
fur  life,  with  remainder  to  the  Merchants'  Society  in  jiei-- 
])etuity. 

( Mie  (if  lln'  ealfudnr  writers  ol"  this  time  records  tliat 
"  much  heats  and  contentions  degraded  the  Clui(,mber,  and 
engendered  continual  squabblings  and  heart-burnings";  and 
though  the  minutes  of  the  Council  are  drawn  up  with 
great  reserve  and  ambiguity,  enough  may  be  made  out  to 
corroborate  the  assertion.  Quarrels  as  to  precedence  were 
of  frequent  occurrence,  the  ex-mayors  and  sheriffs  elected 
after  the  return  of  the  charters  refusing  to  recognise  the 
seniority  of  the  officials  designated  by  James  II.  or  elected 
by  his  nominees.  A  few  headstrong  Jacobites  refused  to 
enter  the  Chamber  at  all,  and  attempts  to  coerce  them  l)y 
fines  proved  unavailing,  as  they  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  tlie  new  sovereigns,,  and  were  therefore  dis- 
qualified.     In  supplying  vacancies,  Dissenters  and   others 
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Avoro  cliosen .  against  their  will  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
annoyance,  and  heavy  fines  were  imposed  for  non-accept- 
ance of  office;  but  one  James  AVhiting,  being  thus  treated, 
and  committed  to  gaol  in  default  of  ]Kiyment,  raised  an 
action  for  illegal  imprisonment,  and  the  Council  were  glad 
to  settle  the  matter  by  relieving  liim  of  his  office.  Other 
men,  again,  claimed  to  act  as  Councillors,  though  the 
dominant  ])art3^  contended  that  they  had  no  right  to  sit, 
but  this  argument  was  raised  only  when  the  claimant's 
politics  were  antagonistic  to  those  of  the  majority.  Sir 
John  Knight,  for  in.stavK'e,  had  formally  resigned  his  gown 
before  being  dis})]aced  by  King  James,  but  he  returned  and 
claimed  his  place  as  if  nothing  luid  ha])pened,  and  was  of 
course  welcomed  by  his  allies,  who  elected  him  Mayor  in 
Se])tember.  With  the  ])retended  object  of  securing  good 
order,  an  ordinance  was  |)assed  in  the  same  month,  under 
which  any  intruder  chiiming  to  take  ])art  in  the  business  of 
tlie  House  was  to  forfeit  ^20,  and  be  imprisoned  in  default 
of  payment;  wdiilst  Mayors  or  Sheriffs  neglecting  to  put  this 
law  in  force  were  threatened  with  tlie  same  penalties.  But 
the  decree  fell  stillborn.  The  exasperation  of  the  ruling 
faction  was  es])ecially  directed  against  Sir  Thomas  Earle, 
and  reached  its  climax  in  October.  So  far  as  can  be 
gathered  from  the  vague  records,  it  would  appear  that  in 
the  previous  February  the  then  Mayor  (Hart)  and  s(jme 
of  the  Tory  Aldermen,  on  evidence  of  a  hearsay  character, 
had  committed  the  mate  of  h]arle's  ship,  the  Eleanor,  on  a 
charge  of  having  a  French  pass  in  his  jjossession,  with  the 
object,  as  Hart  insinuated,  of  landing  a  cargo  r)f  learleu 
bullets  in  an  enemy's  port.  Sir  ^l"'homas  Earle  thereu]»on 
wr(»ti'  to  Secretary  Lonl  ShreN\sliury,  setting  forth  what  he 
said  wore  tlu^  true  faets.  The  sliip's  carjio,  chiefly  perish- 
able goods,  was  consigned  to  ins  s(ms,  factors  at  Bilbao,  and 
he  had  not  sent  a  ship  to  France  for  thirty  3'ears.  Neither 
the  captain  nor  himself  knew  that  thi^  mate  had  a  pass  ; 
but  as  all  other  attempts  to  com]n'omise  lum  had  failed, 
Sir  John  Knight  had  turned  atfidavit  man,  while  the 
Mayor,  of  like  jn-inciples,  had  '"got  a  lewd  fellow  to  swear 
to  something  that  I  believe  was  taught  him."  If  attention 
was  paid  to  such  stories,  the  Secretary  would  "  find  trouble 
enough  whilst  this  man  is  Mayor,  for  their  whole  party, 
being  known  to  lie  most  zealous  Jacobites,"  would  cover 
their  designs  by  aspersing  the  men  they  mortall}'  hated, 
namely,  those  faithful  to  the  Government ;  the  present 
project    being   mainly  designed    to   defeat    the  election  of 
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well-affected  members  of  Parliament.     A  copy  o^'  tliis  letter 
came  into  the  hands  of  Earle's  enemies  abont  the  end  of 
September,  either  Ijy  dint  of  bribing  a  Government  under- 
ling, or  by  the  treachery  of  Lord  Shrewsbury  himself,  who 
had  secretly   gone  over   to  tlu>   Jacobites.       Before  calling 
Sir  Thomas  to  account  on  this  matter,  a  new  charge  was 
raised  against  him  by  his  o])ponents.     They  alleged  that 
on  July  '23rd,  whilst  Hart  and  some  Aldermen  were  sitting 
in   tlie    Tolzey,    Earle  tumultuonsly   broke   in  upon    them 
with  a  crowd  of  j)eo[)le,  and  insolently  menaced  tlunn  for 
granting  bail  to  one  Moore,  accused  of  sedition,  which  so  ■ 
ahirmed  the  justices  for   their  own  safety  that  they  com- 
mitted Moore  to  Newgate  against  their  judgment.    Thirdly, 
it  was  asserted  that  Sir  Thomas,  witli  otlier  deputy-lieu- 
tenants, had  come  into  the  Council  House,  and  deinanded 
that  the  corporate  books  should  be  shown  to  the  Earl  of 
I\[acclesfield    (now  Lor<l-Lieutenant   of    the   city,    vice   the 
"Duke  of  Beaufort,  resigned),  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  an 
accusation  against  Hart,  and  ]n'ying  into  the  civic  secrets. 
These  charges  having  been  formulated,  Earle  produced  an 
unswer  in   writing,   which   the  Council  refiised   to  accept, 
and  he  was  ordered  to  give  categorical  rej^lies  to  tlie  accu- 
sations.     On  the  first  head  he  declined  to  say  anything 
until  his  letter  was  produced,  which  of  course  could  not  be 
done.     To  the  second,   he  contended  that    he   had  simj-dy 
protested  against   an  improper  act,    when   Hart   had  con- 
temptuously   ordered    him — a     magistrate— to    "  go   away 
aime."     As  to  the  third,  he  stated  that  he  aiul  his  official 
companions  wished  to  inspect  an  order  concerning  them  in 
the  Council  books.     He  was  thereupon  ordereil  to  withdraw, 
and   (lie  Connril,  declaring  all  (he  charges   proved,  resolved 
l)y  a  largv  majority  that'he  be  expelled   from  tjie  Corpora- 
tion.     ('iUie  only  Whigs  present  were  Aldermen  Creswick, 
Day  and    Donning,    and    Robert    Yate.)       The    Jacobite 
triumph   was   of   l>rief   duration.      At   the   next  meeting, 
November   12th,   tlie  INFayor   announced  that  he  liacl^  been 
served  with  a  "rule"  hir  a  nuiudanins,  requiring  Earle's 
]-estoration,  and  it  was  resolved  to  ])ut  in  an  answer.     The 
defence  was  unsatisfactory  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
which  granted  a  viaudaiiniti  in  Februnry,  Ki'Jl,  when  the 
mortified    majority   were   compelled    to    vote    for    Eaide  s 
restoration  to  his  ofUce. 

AVhilst  the  above  squabble  was  raging,  WilHam  111. 
reached  Kingroad  on  Sei)teml)er  Gth  on  his  return  from  the 
Battle  of  the  Boyne.     His  Majesty  landed  at  Kingsweston, 
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tlien  recently  acquired  by  Sir  EoLert  South  well,  Irish 
Secretary  of  State,  aiul  on  the  following  day  he  passed 
through  Bristol  on  his  way  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort's 
mansion  at  Badminton,  The  only  available  approach  to 
the  city  from  Xingsweston  was  down  St.  Michael's  Hill, 
then  narrow,  precipitous  and  rugged,  leading  to  a  danger- 
ous declivity  called  Steep  Street,  and  the  descent  must 
liave  been  trying  to  one  who  delighted  in  the  level  flats  of 
his  own  land.  At  Frooni  Gate,  Christmas  Street,  the  King 
was  received  by  the  city  dignitaries,  who  preceded  him, 
bareheaded,  to  Lawford's  Grate.  Remembering  the  lavish 
outlay  repeatedly  incurred  in  doing  honour  to  AVilliam's 
^predecessors,  the  onl}'-  items  of  civic  expense  on  this  occa- 
sion are  Avorth}'-  of  a  record  : — ''  Paid  six  soldiers  for  gi:>ing 
in  the  city's  arms,  ti.v.  Disbursed  in  the  Council  House, 
lO.s'."  In  November,  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  was  ap})ointed 
to  celebrate  the  King's  successes  :  but  the  ruling  party  in 
the  Council  wei'e  the  reverse  of  jubilant,  and  only  six 
shillings  worth  of  sack  was  needed  "to  (hdnk  the  King  and 
(Queen's  health,"  implying  a  very  general  abstention  from 
a  distasteful  ceremony. 

Soon  after  the  King's  return  to  England,  the  honour  of 
knighthood  was  conferred  upon  J(dni  Duddleston,  a  Bristol 
merchant  largely  concerned  in  the  West  Indian  and  tobacco 
trades.  A  few  weeks  later,  Januarj^,  Uj'i}!.  Sir  John  was 
created  a  baronet.  The  cause  of  these  distinctions  has  never 
been  explained,  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  Duddleston, 
Avho  appears  to  liave  been  a  A\^hig  and  a  Dissenter,  was  sent 
to  Kingsweston  to  offer  the  King  th*'  respectful  homage  of 
tlu^  citizens  of  sinular  sentiments — -a  tribute  Avliieh  the 
sidli'ii  reser\e  of  tlie  .lat'oluto  Coniieil  A\;ould  render  the 
more  gratifying.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add  that  the  stor}' 
of  a  knighthood  being  conferred  on  a  humble  staymaker  Ijy 
'Queen  Anne,  more  than  ton  years  later,  is  one  of  the  absurd 
hctions  inventeil  b}''  a  stu]>id  imitator  of  Cliatterton. 

The  Corpoi'ation  Avere  troubled,  near  the  close  of  the  year, 
by  the  arrival  of  Sir  Edward  Philiyjps,  sent  down  by  the 
(rovernment  to  assume  the  office  of  Vice-Admiral,  in  repu- 
diation of  the  city's  chartered  rights.  The  Members  of 
Parliament  A\ere  forthwith  furnished  with  tlocumentarv 
evidence  of  the  local  privilege,  and  their  exertions  for  its 
maint(?nance  proved  successful.  In  February,  KJlJl,  tlie 
Council  were  informed  by  the  Mayor  that  Phili])ps's  com- 
mission had  been  quashed,  and  that  tlie  Government  had 
promised    to   conduct   future  Admiralty   business  through 
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tlie  chief  magistrate.  So  far  as  can  be  discovered,  tliis  was 
the  hast  occasion  on  which  the  Council  took  tlie  trouble  to 
defend  a  right  that  had  ceased  to  be  of  any  real  value,  and 
had  been  often  a  source  of  expense.  The  "local  jurisdiction 
had  been  tacitly  surrendered  before  1741,  when,  on  the  coni- 
uiittal  of  Sir  John  Dineley's  murderers  for  trial  in  Bristol,  the 
Government  attempted  to  move  the  case  into  the  Admiralty 
Court,  alleging  tliat  the  crime  was  committed  at  sea.  Sir 
Michael  Foster,  the  Kecorder,  founded  a  suceessful  defence 
of  the  magistrates  on  the  fact  that  Kingroad  was  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  city,  which  ousted  a  jurisdiction  that 
he  did  not  care  to  dispute. 

At  the  above  meeting  in  February,  the  Council  were 
about  to  admit  Charles  .Delamain,  "  lajiidarj^,"  to  the 
freedom,  on  payment  of  £15,  when  the  goldsmiths  of 
the  city,  who  had  heard  of  the  intention,  presented  a  petition 
complaining  that  the  admission  of  Delamain,  whom  they 
styled  a  jeweller,  would  be  grievously  prejudicial  to  their 
trade.  The  Council  thereupon  raised  the  fine  to  £;30,  and 
that  sum  was  paid. 

Retrenchment  in  trifles  was  still  ])ursued  by  the  civic 
rulers.  It  Avas  resolved  on  February  27th  to  abolish  the 
salary  of  £2  paid  to  theKee])erof  tlie  Library,  on  the  death 
(jf  the  existing  librarian.  A  committee  was  also  instrueti.^d 
to  view  the  house,  set  apart  a  space  sufficient  to  store  u])  the 
books,  and  let  the  rest  of  the  building  as  a  dwelling  !  hi 
spite  of  [)arsimonies  of  this  kind,  the  Cor])oratio]i  could  not 
meet  their  liabilities,  and  in  the  following  month,  when  a 
distraint  was  threatened  for  a  debt  of  £4(  Hj,  it  was  determined 
to  alistract  that  sura  from  charity  funds,  to  be  refunch'd 
whi'ii  money  came  in.  By  the  ingenuity  of  the  Mayor  iSir 
.lohii  ivnight),  these  Hiianeial  tron])li'S  were  tui-ncd  1o 
necount  for  political  purposes.  On  Jul3^  22nd  lu^i dilated  on 
the  great  expense  incurred  for  the  entertainment  of  tho 
judges,  and  induced  the  Council  to  abolish  the  custom,  and 
to  limit  the  future  outlay  to  a. sum  "  not  exceeding  £5  for 
some  small  necessaries."  He  then  sent  a  messenger  to  the 
judges  on  circuit,  averring  that  this  stej)  had  Iteen  taken, 
not  from  disrespect  but  pui-e  necessity.  The  Avell-informed 
diarist,  Lnttrell,  notes  the  conclusion  of  the  matter.  On  the 
envoy  fulfilling  his  mission  at  Exeter^  Mr.  Justice  Gregor}^ 
replied  that  the  Corporation  "  need  not  fright  themselves 
with  his  being  a  burden  to  them  (though  he  knew  well 
enough  liow  to  construe  their  excu.se).  At  his  coming  to  the 
eit}'  he  received  great   insolencies  from  some  persons  who 
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were  very  tumultuous  about  liis  coach,  aud  tlirew  dirt  at 
liim,  for  which,  publicly  noticing  the  affront,  and  resolving 
that  their  Majesties'  Government  should  not  be  so  wounded 
through  him,  he  fined  the  city  <i^!Ui),  and  each  Sherilf  ii-"2(J, 
but  on  their  submission  he  remitted  the  fines." 

The  hostility  of  Sir  Richard  Hart,  M.P.,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  AVilliam  III.  was  exem])lified  by  a  speech  which  he 
addressed  to  the  Council  in  April.  The  recourse  to  impress- 
ment for  reinforcing  the  land  and  sea  forces  was  then  of 
ordinary  occurrence,  and  during  the  reigns  of  the  Stewarts 
the  Corporation  had  been  frequently  zealous  in  raising  the 
contingents  that  were  called  for.  J3ut  the  impressment  of 
•  three  Kingswood  labourers  for  service  in  the  army  was 
com])lainetl  of  by  the  Jacobite  kniglit  as  a  shameful  abuse 
of  the  libertj^  of  the  subject.  He  drew,  moreover,  an- 
alarming  picture  of  the  disorders  to  be  dreaded  from  the 
irritation  of  the  colliers,  whose  numbei's  he  estimated  at 
!")(_)( ),  and  who,  he  said,  might  not  only  become  riotous,  but 
refuse  to  supply  tlie  city  with  fuel.  As  the  result  of  his 
tirade,  his  political  sympathisers  resolved  to  address  a 
complaint  to  the  Government,  who  seem  to  have  treated  it 
with  silent  contempt. 

A  somewhat  enigmatical  minute  was  made  at  a  Council 
meeting  in  July  : — •'  Mr.  May(jr  observed  that  several  shows 
and  sights  are  setting  up  in  the  fair  by  the  license  of  the 
Mayor,  in  the  houses  of  private  jiersons,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  fee  farm.  Ordered,  that  Mr.  iMayor  and  all  future 
Mayors  be  desired  to  grant  no  license  to  any  but  such  tliat 
shall  take  ground  of  the  city  of  the  fi^e  fann  as  usual."  The 
iippavi'nt.  I'omplaint  of  the  ]\Iayor  against  liis  own  conduct 
was  i)robablY  directed  against  licenses  granted  by  his  ])re- 
de(;esst)rs.  The  |)volits  dfrived  from  letting  stands  dnring 
the  fairs  amounted  to  about  i!(ii)  per  annum.  A  standing 
at  the  High  Cross  let  for  3<  U.  Three  in  the  Corn  J\[arket, 
Wine  Street,  brought  in£-2<S  ]5,s-.  A  theatrical  booth  in.  the 
lb)rse  f.^'air  was  set  up  almost  every  year,  and  produced  ^;j. 
Subsequently,  two  companies  of  j)layers  made  their 
appearance,  increasing  the  receipts  ;  but  the  old  dislike  of 
the  drama  was  aroused  by  the  innovation,  and  in  i<)l>!)  tlie 
actors  were  banished,  the  Sherifis  being  compensated  for 
their  loss  by  a  vote  of  £5  yeai'ly  (jut  of  the  civic  purse. 

The  reappearance  of  John  Roe,  the  rebellious  swordbearer, 
was  foreshadowed  in  page  4i)4.  On  November  11th,  the 
Mayor  informed  the  Council  that  he  had  been  summoned 
to  show  cause  why  a  mandaiuufi  should   not  issue  for  the 
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reinstatement  of  Roe  in  liis  former  position,  Avlierenpon 
it  was  resolved  to  put  in  an  answer  repelling  tlie  claim. 
No  fnrtlie  rmention  of  the  case  occurs  for  some  time,  but, 
according  to  Shower's  King's  Bench  lle])orts,  the  dispute 
came  before  the  Court  for  judgment  in  Michaelmas  Term, 
101)1.  (There  is  admitted  confusion  in  the  chronological 
order  of  these  reports,  and  this  cause  is  jn'obabl}^  ante- 
dated.) The  defence  of  the  Cor[)oration  was  based  on 
Roe's  absence  from  his  duties,  and  especiall}"  on  his  out- 
lawry after  the  llye  House  plot.  As  to  the  latter  ])lea, 
Roe  rejoined  that  the  outlawry  had  been  reversed.  The 
Court  determined  that  mere  absnnce  was  no  forfeiture  of 
the  place,  and  that  it  had  not  been  ])roved  that  Roe  was 
absent  when  the  Mayor  was  "  in  his  progresses"  officially. 
But  outlawry  was  an  undoubted  disability,  and  Roe  mast 
sue  out  a  new  writ,  reciting  the  outlawr}''  and  its  reversal. 
"  And  afterwards,"  adds  the  reporter,  •'  he  brought  such  a 
special  writ,  and  we  amended  the  return,  etc."  Strange 
to  say,  the  matter  again  dro|)S  out  of  sight  until  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  in  January,  10',)."),  when  the  following- 
minute  is  recorded: — "Resolved  that  ]\lr.  Lane,  wlio  is 
sued  by  My.  John  Row  for  not  restoring  him,  be  defended 
at  the  citj^'s  charge."  In  the  following  April,  Roe  ])eti- 
tioned  for  restoration  to  his  ])lace,  <'r  com[)ensation :  and 
a  committee  then  a])pointed  to  negotiate  with  him  re- 
])ortetl  a  few  days  later  that  they  had  oii'ered  him' £40,  but 
that  he  insisted  on  €1")!).  Both  {parties  l)eing  stubborn. 
Roe  renewed  legal  proceedings,  and  on  June  1st  the  Mayor 
announced  that  he  liad  been  subjxened  by  Roe  to  appear 
at  tlu^  trial  of  the  case.  '^I'he  rest  of  the  minute  offers  a 
striking    exami)le  dt'    the   fiwiuent  negligence   of  the  eity 

scribes: — "  Upon  del>att!  of  the  matter "  and  jl^liere  the 

writer  stoi)S  !  The  truth  aj)pears  to  be  that  the  Corpora- 
tion had  no  valid  defence  to  offer,  and  determined  on  a 
compromise.  On  June  r)tli,  the  Chamberlain  paid  Roe 
AilOU,  "  by  order  of  the  Common  Council,"  and  brought  the 
long  dis])ute  to  an  end. 

The  State  Pajiers  for  lODl  contain  an  account  of  an 
affair  that  must  have  caused  much  excitement  in  the  cit}', 
though  no  local  writer  condescended  even  to  allude  to  it. 
In  a  rej)()rt  to  the  Treasury,  dated  November  12th,  the 
Customs  Commissioners  commended  the  petition  of  Jolui 
Dutton  Colt,  Collector  at  Bristol,  who  had  succeeded,  by 
the  help  of  an  informer  on  board  the  shi[)  Bristol  Mer- 
chant, in  detecting  certain  Customs  officers  and  local  mer- 
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cliants  in  a  combination  for  defrauding  tlie  revenue.  He 
liad  recovered  £2, 772  from  the  incriminated  merchants, 
and  iioCX),  as  a  fine,  from  tlie  officers,  and  the  latter  had 
moreover  been  convicted  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
and  condemned  to  stand  publicly  upon  the  Back,  placarded 
U])on  their  breasts  with  a  paper  declaring  their  crime. 
(This  punishment,  according  to  a  London  news-letter,  was 
remitted  by  the  Government.)  The  Commissioners  recom- 
mended that  Colt  should  be  generously  recompensed,'  with 
what  result  does  not  appear.  Subsequently,  charges  of 
misconduct  against  Colt  liimself  were  made  by  Bristol ians, 
but  the  Government  seem  to  have  taken  no  steps  against 
him. 

An  unexpected  resolution  was  jiassed  by  the  Council  in 
December.  Impressed,  perhaps,  by  the  pacification  of  Ire- 
land, and  by  the  increased  securit}^  of  commerce  due  to  a 
reorganized  Navy,  the  House  had  at  length  begun  to  mani- 
fest some  respect  for  the  new  occupants  of  the  throne,  and 
the  Chamljerlain  was  directed  to  pay  £13  5.v.  "for  the 
King  and  Queen's  j)ictures  now  set  up  in  the  Council 
(-■hamber."  The  ])ortraits  had  been  evidently  ordered  by 
some  ])revious  resolution  (A  which  there*  is  no  record.  The 
money  was  paid  to  "  Mr.  IMore,"  probably  the  well-known 
iJutcJi  painter,  Karel  de  INFoor. 

The  corporate  Bargain  Book,  in  ]\rarch,  1002,  contains  an 
intci-esting  reference  to  an  ancient  building  then  belongijig 
to  Edward  Colston.  The  entry  retntes  a  lease  granted,  in 
l(i<S2,  to  Ca])tain  Ivichard  Hain,  of  the  White  Lodge  and 
gardens,  on  St.  Michael's  Hill,  part  of  the  estate  of  the  old 
Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew.  This  lease  had  become  vested 
in  i\Ii'.  Colston,  and  on  its  surrt-udc^r  l)y  hi|fn,  aiul  the  pay- 
ment of  £21,  a  new  lease  for  forty-one  years  was  granted, 
at  his  request,  to  John  Price,  mariner,  at  a  rental  of  5G.9.  bVZ. 
The  White  Lodge  stood  at  the  l)ottom  of  the  Hill,  nearly 
facing  the  Kiuir  David  iim.  But  there  was  another  AVhite 
Lodge,  adjacent  to  the  Jled  Loilge,  and  both  are  men- 
tioned as  being  still  in  existence  at  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteentli  century. 

Sir  AVilliam  IMerrick,  who  had  taken  little  jiart  in  civic 
affairs  for  some  time,  petitioned  in  August  to  be  discharged 
from  further  service,  and  the  Council  consented  to  liis 
retirement  on  pa3nnent  of  £100.  Tlie  fine  was  j)aid  in  the 
following  year,  wlien  an  objection  was  raised  to  the  dis- 
missal. A  civic  l)ye-law  was  then  in  force  requiring  every 
member  to  record  his  vote,  either  in  jjerson  or  by  proxy,  on 
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the  election  of  Mayor.  On  September  15tli,  the  entire 
Council,  with  a  single  exception,  assembled  under  these 
conditions,  and  the  Chamberlain  was  elected  a  Councillor 
for  the  day  to  make  the  roll  complete.  By  inadvertence, 
some  one  previously  holding  Merrick's  prox}^  voted  again 
in  his  name,  and  it  was  contended  that  the  discharge 
had  thus  become  invalid.  After  a  solemn  deliberation,  Sir 
AVilliam  was  finally  liberated. 

The  Council  were  again  in  financial  trouble  in  Novem- 
ber, 10i)3.  A  creditor  holding  bonds  for  £  I, niK)  threatened 
to  distrain  for  the  amount,  and  a  scandal  was  averted  only 
by  begging  a  loan  of  £350  from  a  lady,  the  balance  being 
reluctantly  contributed  by  three  ]nembers  of  the  House. 
The  embarrassment  brought  about  a  reform  in  the  manner 
of  keeping  the  city  accounts,  which  had  undergone 
scarcely  any  alteration  since  the  middle  ages,  and  was 
extremely  obscure  and  imperfect.  It  was  resolved  in 
December  to  provide  the  Chamberlain  with  a  ledger,  journal 
and  cash  book,  Avhich  he  was  instructed  to  make  up 
monthly. 

Previous  reference  has  been  made  to  the  French  Protes- 
tants driven  from  their  cquntr}''  by  Louis  XIV.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  the  Huguenots  settK'd  in  Bristol,  and 
some  attained  a  good  jxjsition  as  merchants.  In  September, 
Id'JB,  one  of  these,  Sti^phen  Peloquin,  was  admitted  a  free 
burgess,  on  the  nomination  of  the  IMaj^jr.  A  member  of 
this  family,  David  Peloquin,  was  elected  Sheriff  in  1735, 
and  ]\[ayor  in  1751,  and  another,  Mary  Ann  Peloquin, 
lieqneathed  £19,000  to  the  Corj)oration  for  charitable 
purposes.  Other  Huguenot  names,  such  as  Daltera  and 
Piquciiet,  are  found  in  the  lists  of  civic  ohioers,  whilst 
some  families  were  lost  in  the  general  ])opulatijpn  by  the 
Anglicising  of  their  surnames,  Levraut  being  changed  to 
Hare,  and  Leroy  to  King.  There  is  no  record  in  the 
corporate  minutes  of  the  grant  to  the  refugees  of  the  use 
of  the  Mayor's  Chapel  as  a  place  of  worship  ;  but  they 
certainly  were  in  possession  of  it  soon  after  the  Revolution, 
and  were  then  a  numerous  congregation. 

AVealthy  Huguenots  desirous  of  becoming  English  sub- 
jects could  attain  that  end  by  obtaining  a  special  Act  of 
Parliament ;  but  this  process  was  beyond  the  means  of  the 
bulk  of  the  refugees,  Avho  therefore  suffered  under  the 
disabilities  of  aliens.  Besides  the  French  exiles,  moreover, 
great  numbers  of  industrious  German  Protestants,  driven 
from    their    homes    liy    the    French    devastation    of    the 
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Ehenisli  provinces,  had    sought    shelter    in    this    country. 
A  feeling  arose  in  Parliament  that  the  rigour  of  the  alien 
la^vs  might  be   relaxed  in  favour  of  tlie  sufferers  for  re- 
ligion,  and  in  December  a  Bill  to  sanction  their  natural- 
isation was  read  twice  in  the  House  of  Commons  without 
a  division.     The   enemies   of    the    Government,    however, 
.  seized  the  opportunity  to   inflame  tlie  national    hatred  of 
foreigners,  and  on  January  4th,  1GU4,  when  it  was  proposed 
to   consider   the    Bill   in  committee,  it    was  furiously  de- 
nounced   by   the    Opposition.      It    was,    they    alleged,    a 
fraudulent    device,    under    wliich    the   country   woukl    be 
flooded    by   Dutchmen,    who    would    adoj)t    any   faith   for 
money,  and  would  soon  be  a  greatei-  curse  thau'tho  plagues 
of    Egypt.     Amongst  the  most    virulent  of    the    speakers, 
according  to    the   measure    of    his    ability,  was    Sir    John 
Ivnight,  whose  coarse   ranting  was  afterwards  dressed  up 
into  decent  English  by  abler  Jacobites  in  the  background. 
After   much   irrelevant   rigmarole    about    the    liberties    of 
England,  the  miseries  of  our  troops   in   Flanders,   and  the 
cunning  and  meanness   of  our   Dutch   allies,  Knight  pro- 
fessed to  s])eak  on  behalf  of    his   constituents.     He   could 
not   hope  that   his  city  would   be  saver!  from   the  general 
inundation  that   this  JBill  would  bring  u])on    the  liberties 
and  property  of  tlie  nation.     Sujiportcrs  of  the  Bill  were 
stigmatised  as  wanting  in  ])atriotism,  and  on   the  remark 
l^rovokmg    jjrotests,    the    orator   alleged    ho    had    offended 
thein  by  concluding  that  their  religion  was  from  the  Bible. 
If  it  be  that  which  displeaseth,  I  beg  pardon  and  ])romise 
not  to  oiiend  again  on  that  score,  and  conclude  with  this 
motion: — "riial  tlie  sergeant   bt>  cunimiinded    to  open   the 
doors,  and  Jet  us  first  kick  the  Bill   out  of  the  House,  and 
then _  kick _  the    foreigners    out   of    the    kingdom.'"     This 
diatribe,  with  its  incoherence  pruned  and   its  offensiveiiess 
aggravated,  was  printed   secretly  at  Jaco1)ite   jn-esses,  and 
circulated    by    tens    of    thousands,    undoubtedly   winning 
much  a])i)roval  and  assent.     But  when  a  copy  of  the  con- 
cocted  ribaldry  was  laid   before   the  House  on  March   1st 
(not  fifty  years  later,  as  is  strangely  asserted  by  a  local 
historian),  it  caused   an  outburst  of  disgust,   and   its  pre- 
tended   author,    in    dread    of    the    consequences,    lyingly 
disclaimed   all  knowledge  of  the  publication.     The  House 
resolved  that  the  libel  was  false,  scandalous,  and  seditious, 
and   ordered  it  to  be   burned  by  the  hangman.     The  Bill 
was  withdrawn.     That   Knight  was  incai)able  of  making 
such   a   speech   as  was   attributed    to   him    is    sufficiently 
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attested  by  a  note  he  addressed  to  a  brother  alderman,  a 
copy  of  which  is  given  by  a  local  annalist :--"  Sir  John 
Knight  presents  his  com])linients  to  Sir  Richard  Crnmpe 
and  have  a  liat  which  are  not  mine.  If  you  has  a  hat 
which  are  not  yourn,  probably  it  are  the  missing  one." 

Amongst  tlie  records  of  the  Corporation  is  an  interesting 
memorandum,  showing  the  amount  of  a  new  tax  collected 
from  the  property  owners  of  the  city  in  the  last  three 
months  of  l(i'J3.  Parliament  in  the  previous  year  had 
ordered  an  accurate  valuation  of  real  estate  to  be  made 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  directed  that  a  tax  on  the 
yearly  value— which  soon  obtained  the  name  of  Land 
Tax— should  be  assessed  for  the  support  of  the  war.  The 
valuation  of  parishes  then  made  rennxins  unaltered  to  the 
present  day,  so  that  the  tax,  which  was  originally  four 
shillings  in  the  pound,  has  fallen  in  some  parishes  to  a 
fraction  of  a  farthing.  Tlie  total  sum  collected  in  Bristol 
for  the  last  quarter  of  KJ'J-'i  was  £!,()! 7  8,v.  IkZ.,  represent- 
ing the  annual  value  of  the  city  at  £82, 341*.  The  yearly 
rental  of  St.  Nicholas  parish  was  fixed  at  £3,443 ;  St. 
Stephen's,  £3,2(;r; ;  St.  Thomas's,  £3,b38;  St.  James's, 
£2,742;  Christ  Church,  £2,01  M);  St.  Augustine's,  £l,S5(i ; 
Temple,  £1.804 ;  St.  Ewen's,  £1,(581  ;  Castle  Precincts, 
£1,(581 ;  UedclilF,  £1,5(50  ;  St.  Peter's,  £1,52(5 ;  St.  John's, 
£1,339;  St.  Philip's,  £1,237;  All  Saints,  £1,200;  St. 
JNlichael's,  £1,124;  St.  Mary-le-])ort,  £1,011) ;  St.  Leonard's, 
£882  ;  and  St.  AVerburgh's,  £840.  The  figures  must 
roughly  indicate  the  proportionate  population  of  each 
parish. 

Much  distress  prevailed  during  the  winter  of  1003-4 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  bread.  In  January,  the  Cor- 
poration petitioned  the  Cu)vornnu'nt  to  be  permitted  to 
import  5,0(K)  bushels  of  grain  from  L'ehuul  foif,  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  free  from  the  existing  duty  of  8.s'.  per  quarter; 
but  the  Ministry  re])lied  that  it  hatl  not  power  to  assent, 
the  Customs  duties  liaving  been  mortgaged  for  the  repay- 
ment of  a  loan. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  on  March  20th,  1094,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  setting  forth  that  the  main  streets 
and  avenues  within  the  precincts  (alluding  to  Old  Market 
Street,  St.  Michael's  Hill,  and  similar  thoroughfares)  were 
out  of  repair,  though  they  had  been  mended  by  the 
parishes  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  and  needed  much 
more  outlay  to  make  them  decent  and  safe ;  wherefore 
the    House,    considering    that    the    city    parishes    had    the 
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advantage  and  credit  of  these  roads,  ordered  that  all  the 
parishes  should  contribute  to  tlieir  re])a ration,  in  i:)ropor- 
tions  to  be  fixed  by  a  committee,  the  Corporation  under- 
taking to  assist  in  mending  the  way  to  Lawford's  Gate. 
As  the  Council  had  no  legal  i30wer  to  assess  rates  for  such 
a  purpose,  the  resolution  probabl^^  came  to  nothing. 

A  project  of  much  importance  was  laid  before  the  Council 
in  August,  The  minute  recorded  is  as  follows  : — "  Mr.  Mayor 
produced  the  proposals  made  by  Mr.  Goddard  and  others  for 
the  bringing  in  of  water  from  some  adjacent  stream  or  river 
into  the  city,  to  serve  the  inhabitants,  at  rents  between  the 
undertakers  and  tenants  or  inhabitants,  was  read.  A  com- 
mittee appointed  to  treat  with  the  undertakers."  In 
January,  1G1)5,  the  committee  ])resented  a  rejwrt,  stating 
that  the  undertakers  had  refused  to  assent  to  the  terms  de- 
manded by  the  Corporation.  AVhat  those  terms  were,  and 
Avhat  the  Council  now  determined  upon,  are  points  left  in 
obscurity  through  the  slovenl^^  language  used  by  the 
minute-writer.  Apparently  the  committee  had  proposed  to 
grant  a  lease  for  a  fine  of  c£20(),  renewable  every  seven 
years  on  payment  of  £'200  J.'iv.  4d.  on  <'ach  occasion  ;  and  it 
may  be  conjectured  that  the  jjrojectors  had  offered  £100  for 
a  lease,  and  £20(J  for  each  sej)tennial  renewal.  On  Febru- 
ary 27th  the  committee  brought  up  another  report  recom- 
mending that  the  fines  sliould  be  fixed  at  £ir)0  and 
£160  136'.  id.  respectively.  It  would  seem  that  the  under- 
takers assented  to  these  terms,  for  in  A[)ril  the  Council 
ordered  that  they  should  be  prosecuted  "  with  vigour,  for 
breach  of  articles."  But  l>y  some  means  the  contract  was 
annulled  b}^  consent,  and  on  August  1st  the  Town  Clerk 
road  the  clauses  of  another  agreement  arranged  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  same  pecuniary  terms.  One  clause,  givino- 
the  undertakers  liberty  to  make  a  cistern  on  the  Market- 
liouse  in  Wine  Street,  was  struck  out  by  the  Council  ;  the 
rest  of  the  articles  were  approved,  subject  to  the  ])rojectors 
paying  all  the  costs  incurred,  and  rewarding  the  Town 
Clerk  "for  his  pains."  The  line  of  £150  was  paid  a  few 
days  later,  when  the  lease  was  doubtless  executed.  The 
prospect  of  amicable  relations,  however,  soon  vanished,  for  in 
January,  1696,  the  Chamber  directed  the  cit}^  members  to 
oppose  the  Bill  for  carrying  out  the  works,  which  was 
being  "laboured  at"  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Daniel 
Small  and  others.  The  j)olicy  of  the  Corporation  on  the 
subject  is  somewhat  inexplicaljle.  A  clear  desire  was  sliown 
to  extract  as  much  money  as  possible  out  of  the  compan}^. 
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while  obstacles  were  repeatedly  raised  to  the  progress  of  the 
undertaking.  The  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  unavailing, 
and  it  received  the  E-oyal  Assent.  The  promoters,  Daniel 
Small,  of  London,  Richard  Berry,  silkman,  Bristol,  Samuel 
Sandford,  wine  cooper,  Bristol,  and  two  other  Londoners, 
subscribed  a  capital  of  £6,175,  divided  into  95  shares  of  £05 
each,  and  purchased,  for  £900,  a  lease  of  extensive  flour 
mills  at  Hanham  AVeir,  for  which  they  paid  a  rent  of  £95 
per  annum.  The  water  drawn  from  the  Avon  at  that  spot  was 
conveyed  to  near  Crews  Hole,  whence  it  was  driven  by  "  an 
ingenious  machine  " — possibly  a  primitive  steam-engine — 
to  a  reservoir  at  Lawrence  Hill,  and  thence  flowed  by  gravi- 
tation into  the  city.  The  whole  of  the  pipes  were  bored 
out  of  trunks  of  elms.  The  works  were  completed  in  1698, 
and  in  1700  the  AVater  Company,  in  petitioning  against  an 
Avon  Navigation  Bill,  alleging  that  the  scheme  would 
destroy  their  property  at  Hanham,  informed  the  House  of 
Commo]is  that  they  supplied  water  to  "many  hundreds  of 
tenants  " — a  statement  that  must  be  accepted  with  reserve. 
The  water  rent  was  a  fixed  charge  of  £2  per  house,  and 
"many  hundreds"  of  customers  would  have  produced  sub- 
stantial profits  on  the  small  capital,  whereas  in  point  of 
fact  the  concern  was  never  prosperous,  and  was  ultimately 
abandoned.'  In  1700,  the  Cor])oration  deigned  to  j^atronise 
the  Company  by  ordering  a  supply  of  water  for  the  gaol, 
and  by  ottering  £50  towards  the  erection  of  a  cistern  over 
the  Meal  Market  "  to  contain  40  tons  of  water  to  extinguish 
fires." 

The  vestry  of  St.  Stephen's  parish  resolved  in  December, 
l()9l,  that  a  vostry  room  "  of  a  convenient  bigness"  should 
bi>i  constructed  ovm-  the  porch  of  the  church.  As  church- 
wardendom  had  then  reached  almost  the  lowei^t  depths  of 
barbarism,  the  fate  of  the  beautiful  porch,  had  the  project 
been  carried  out,  may  be  safel}''  surmised.  But  at  the  ensuing 
Easter  gathering  "it  was  found  proper,"  sa3^s  the  minute- 
book,  to  have  the  vestry  built  over  the  "  Scull  House  "  at 
the  east  end  of  the  church.  This  building,  which  still 
deforms  the  fabric,  was  completed  in  lt)96,  at  a  cost  of  £10U. 
"Bone  houses,"  necessitated  by  the  overcrowded  state  of  the 
burial  grounds,  were  an  ordinary  feature  of  the  parochial 
cemeteries.  An  unusually  large  one  stood  in  the  area  before 
St.  James's  church.  Hour-glasses,  as  admonitions  to  prolix 
preachers,  were  also  common.  St.  Philip's  vestry  paid  half 
a  crown  this  year  for  "  mending  the  hour-glass." 

An  amusing  illustration  of  the  selfishness  of  the  age  ap- 
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pears  in  tlie  Journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  Decem- 
ber 17tli,  TliG  members  for  Bristol  presented  a  petition 
from  tlie  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  trading  to  the 
plantations,  complaining  that,  contrary  to  law,  divers  ships 
of  British  subjects  were  carrjang  goods  from  the  American 
settlements  direct  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  the  petitioners,  and  praying  that  the  evil  should  be 
remedied.  The  petition  met  with  much  approval,  and  a 
Bill  dealing  with  the  grievance  passed  both  houses  unop- 
posed, and  received  the  Royal  Assent.  It  enacted  that  from 
December  1st,  161)6,  it  should  be  unlawful,  under  pretence 
of  stress  of  weather  or  any  other  })rotext,  to  land  any 
American  products  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  unless  they  had 
been  first  im])orted  into  Enghmd  and  re-shipped,  under 
])enalty  of  forfeiture  of  both  ship  and  cargo.  It  was  further 
provided  that  if  a  ship  through  stranding  or  leakiness  was 
driven  into  an  Irish  port,  and  could  proceed  no  further,  the 
Customs  officers  were  to  take  possession  of  the  cargo,  and  to 
ship  it,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners,  into  another  vessel 
bound  for  England.  The  members  for  Bristol  displayed 
great  energy  and  incurred  some  ex])ense  in  carrying  the 
Bill  through  Parliament,  and  received  the  hearty  thanks  of 
local  merchants.     The  statute  remained  long  in  force. 

The  Christnuis  season  of  l(i!>l  was  saddened  by  the  death 
of  Queen  Mary,  who,  as  an  Englishwoman,  enjoyed  much 
more  popularity  than  was  ever  accorded  to  her  husband. 
The  Jacobites,  however,  displayed  ranc(jr()us  exultatioii  at 
her  demise.  To  the  disgrace  of  the  Bristcjl  clei-gy,  the  bells 
of  several  of  the  city  churches  rang  merry  jieals  instead  of 
funereal  knells,  whdst  a  drunken  rabble  danced  about  tln^ 
streets,  acconijianied  by  ninsieians  playing  "  Tljie  King  shall 
enjoy  liis  own  again."  The  Council,  however,  adopted  an 
address  of  condolence  to  the  King,  anrl  on  the  day  of  the 
funeral  the  High  Cross  was  covered  Avith  black  cloth. 

The  Chamberlain,  in  ]\farch,  IbiJo,  paid  £6  n.v.  to  a 
carpenter  "  for  making  a  wooden  cage  to  ])ut  rude  people 
in."  This  structure,  sonn^times  styled  ''the  hutch,"  ap- 
pears to  liave  stood  near  the  Giruildhall  ;  but  was  removed 
after  a  few  years'  trial. 

A  momentous  event,  though  unrecoi'ded  in  all  English 
histories  until  the  time  of  Macaulay,  Oecui'red  in  the  spring 
of  1605.  Parliament,  in  passing  a  Bill  for  the  continuance 
of  several  temporary  Acts,  omitted  the  statute  which 
subjected  printers  and  printing-presses  to  many  annoying 
restrictions.     No  pam])lilet  or  book  could  lie  published  un- 
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less  it  liad  received  tlie  approval  of  an  official  censor  ;  and  as 
j)rinting-presses  were  practically  interdicted  in  all  provin- 
cial towns  except  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  York,  tlie 
Stationers'  Company  in  London  enjoyed  an  almost  complete 
monopoly  of  the  trade.  Anticipating  the  decision  of  the 
two  Honses  on  the  subject,  one  AVilliam  Bonny,  who  had 
been  carrying  on  a  printing  business  in  London,  came  down 
to  Bristol,  and  presented  a  petition  to  the  Council  "  for 
liberty  to  set  up  a  printing  press  in  this  city,"  and  for 
admission  as  a  free  burgess  to  further  his  enterprise. 
On  April  '24th,  the  Chamber,  after  grave  consideration, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  printing-house  might  "  be 
useful  in  several  respects,"  but  was  not  disposed  to  allow  a 
"  foreigner "  to  compete  with  local  booksellers  in  their 
especial  business,  and  the  freedom  Avas  conferred  on  Bonny 
on  condition  that  he  dwelt  in  the  city  and  exercised  no 
trade  save  that  of  a  printer.  It  would  seem  that  the  liberty 
conferred  on  the  j^ress  was  forthwith  abused  Ijy  the  Jaco- 
bites, for  towards  the  close  of  the  year  a  Bill  was  brought 
into  the  newly  elected  House  of  Commons  to  "regulate" 
printing — in  other  words,  to  revive  some  of  the  old  restric- 
tions. On  December  2nd,  when  the  measure  had  made 
some  progress,  Mr.  John  Cary,  a  Bristol  merchant  and 
Bonny 's  earliest  patron,  wrote  in  some  alarm  to  the  members 
for  the  city,  urging  them  to  get  a  clause  introduced  "to 
establish  a  joress  for  printing  here,"  pointing  out  that 
Bonn}'-  had  "  lately  settled  amongst  us,  and  it  will  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  city  that  he  should  be  encouraged."  Mr. 
Yate,  replying  on  the  5th  for  himself  and  liis  colleague, 
stated  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  Bill  should  debar 
York,  Bristol,  and  utlier  great  places  from  tlie  privilege  of 
|>riiiting.  FortnuaU'ly,  however,  the  st'ssion  closed  before 
the  Bill  coulil  bo  furtlier  considenHl.  Cary's  relations  with 
Bonny  Avill  be  dealt  with  presentl3\  'i 

The  growing  fame  of  the  Hot  "Well  for  the  curative 
jn'operties  of  its  water  appears  to  have  attracted  many 
persons  to  Bristol  during  the  later  years  of  the  century,  in 
spite  of  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  encountered  in 
reaching  the  spring,  which  rose  between  high  and  low 
water  mark  on  the  mudtly  bank  of  the  Avon,,  and  was 
entirely  unprotected.  Anticipating  profit  by  rendering 
assistance  to  visitors,  two  men,  in  1(5^7,  rented  the  Well 
from  the  Merchants'  Society,  at  -iih.  per  annum,  and  in  KJOl 
a  wall  was  built  around  the  spring,  at  the  expense,  it  is 
said,  of  Sir  John  Knight,  with  a  view  of  bai-riug  out  the 
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tidal  water  and  facilitatiiip;  access,  but  the  results  were 
disappointing.  At  lengtli,  in  the  earl}^  months  of  1GU5,  Sir 
Thomas  Day,  Mr.  Eobert  Yate,  and  a  few  other  public- 
spirited  men,  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Merchant 
Venturers'  Society  with  a  view  to  providing  suitable 
accommodation  for  persons  visiting  the  spa.  In  the  result, 
the  Society,  on  April  4th,  1695,  granted  to  two  of  the  above 
confederacy^,  Charles  Jones,  soap-boiler,  and  Thomas  Callow- 
hill,  draper,  a  lease  of  the  Well,  and  of  some  adjoining  rocks 
and  land,  for  a  term  of  ninety  years,  at  a  rent  of  £5,  the 
lessees  covenanting  that  £50U  should  be  expended  in  erect- 
ing a  convenient  pump-room  and  lodging-house,  and  in 
making  walks  to  slielter  and  entertain  visitors.  The  right 
of  citizens  and  Cliftonians  to  consume  the  water  without 
payment  was  reserved.  It  appears  from  the  will  of  Mr. 
Yate,  dated  in  1784,  that  the  undertaking  was  divided  into 
forty  shares,  nine  of  which  were  hekl  l)y  that  gentleman. 
The  improvements  at  the  spa  ett'ected  under  the  lease  suon 
became  known  in  fashionable  circles,  and  many  persons 
sojourning  at  Bath  were  accustomed  to  make  a  short  sta}'- 
at  the  Hot  AVell,  which  was  managed  T\dth  great  liberality, 
only  a  nominal  charge  being  demanded  from  frequenters  of 
tlie  pump-room. 

Influenced  perhaps  by  the  activit}^  of  .the  new  Water 
Company,  the  Corporation  resolved  in  August  on  extend- 
ing the  advantages  of  their  S])ring  at  Jacolj's  Wells. 
This  source  had  been  previously  made  available  to  the 
corporate  tenants  in  College  Green  b}^  means  of  "  foun- 
tains," but  the  sup])ly  was  inadequate.  It  was  now 
resolved  to  build  a  cistern  near  ihe  cild  Gaunts'  Hospital, 
from  Avhich  ])i[)es  could  be  laid  tu  the  neighbouring  dwel- 
lings. In  October,  Iti'Jd,  another  i-esolution'  was  adopted, 
stating  that  the  Chamber  had  incurred  great  expense  [£G< Jj 
in  enlarging  the  supply,  which  was  not  only  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  city  tenants,  but  for  all  the  localit}'^,  and  a 
committee  was  instructed  to  treat  with  other  njjplicants. 
Those  suppl^Miig  water  to  non-paying  neighbours  were  to 
be  deprived  of  their  pipes.  The  reservoir,  afterwards  re- 
built on  a  larger  scale,  still  exists  in  the  house  at  the 
corner  of  College  Green  and  Unit}"  Street. 

Tlie  ancient  law  requiring  constituencies  to  pay  "wages  " 
to  their  members  of  Parliament  had  now  liecome  virtually 
obsolete.  The  town  of  Hull,  the  only  borough  save  Bristol 
that  had  clung  to  the  usage,  gave  it  up  in  1678,  and  the 
example  was  attractive  to  a  debt-ridden  Corporation.     The 
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Council,  it  is  said,  had  demurred  to  Sir  John  Knig-ht's  claim 
in  109-1,  but  had  given  way  when  that  worthy  threatened 
them  with  law  proceedings.  As  a  general  election  was  ap- 
proaching, the  Chamber  thought  it  advisable  to  bar  further 
demands,  and  on  August  2Gth  it  ordained  that  the  sitting 
members  should  be  paid  as  usual,  but  that  no  further  salary 
should  be  allowed  either  to  them  or  their  successors.  Sir 
John  Knight  received  £95  136-.  4:d.  for  287  davs'  attendance, 
and  Sir  Richard  Hart  £101  13.«.-.  M.  "in  full."  In  1700,  a 
gift  of  wine  was  made  to  tlie  representatives,  and  presents 
of  this  kind  soon  became  an  annual  civic  charge. 

The  election  just  referred  to  took  place  on  October  28th, 
when  the  annalists  curtly  record  that  Sir  Thomas  Da}^, 
then  Mayor,  and  Robert  Yate,  whose  mayoralty  had  ended 
at  Michaelmas,  were  returned — no  mention  being  made  of 
rival  candidates.  The  new  members  were  zealous  AVhigs, 
and  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  hitherto  dominant  party 
would  allow  both  seats  to  be  wrested  from  them  without  a 
struggle.  Possibly  the  retiring  members  were  irritated  by 
the  abolition  of  "wages,"  and  refused  to  stand,  but  it  is 
still  improbable  that  the  AVhig  candidates  were  permitted 
to  "walk  over."  It  must  be  noted  that  the  four  Tory 
members  for  London  were  oustetl  by  four.AVhigs,  that  sym- 
pathisers with  the  Jacobites  lost  many  seats,  and  that 
Revolution  principles  were  steadily  gaining  ground  in  the 
Corporation  of  Bristol,  which,  though  vehemently  Tory  at 
William's  accession,  was  governed  by  AVhigs  before  his 
death.  Sir  Thomas  Day,  one  of  the  wealthiest  merchants 
in  the  city,  dwelt  in  the  "Great  House  at  the  Bridge," 
already  frequently  mentioned.  He  had  also  a  handsome 
country  mansion  called  Till^y's  Court,  at  Barton  Hill  (demo- 
lished lS9h.  iN[o(-\vilhstan(ling  his  i-iches  and  p(^sition.  Sir 
Thomas  carried  on  a  retail  business  on  the  grouhd-lioor  of 
his  house.  By  his  will,  dated  in  17u8,  he  directed  his  widow 
to  retire  from  trade  "  and  immediately  to  give  over  keeping 
shopp,  and  to  lett  my  sliopp,  and  to  sell  all  my  goods  aiid 
wares."  His  colleague  in  Parliament,  Mr.  Yate,  resided  in 
AVine  Street,  over  the  handsome  archway  built  liy  a  member 
of  his  family,  and  long  known  as  Guard  House  Passage 
(removed  1880). 

During  the  autumn,  Mr.  Edward  Colston,  from  his  retire- 
ment at  Mortlake,  announced  his  intention  of  conferring 
further  benefactions  on  his  native  city.  At  a  meeting-  of 
the  Merchants'  Society  in  Oct(jber,  it  was  announced  by 
the  Master  that  Mr.  Colston  had  forwarded  a  j'l'oposal  to 
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maintain  six  aged  sailors  as  additional  pensioners  in  tlie 
Society's  almshouse,  provided  convenient  rooms  were  built 
to  receive  tliem.  The  executors  of  a  Mr.  Richard  Jones 
having  determined  to  follow  Colston's  example  by  settling 
funds  for  the  maintenance  of  six  more  almsmen,  orders  were 
given  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings,  and  two 
wings,  bearing  the  respective  dates  of  1006  and  l(51>i),  were 
joined  to  the  original  almshouse,  the  Corporation  allowing 
part  of  the  old  town  wall  to  be  demolished  to  provide  an 
adequate  site.  Another  benefaction  was  announced  to  the 
Council  in  November,  Av^hen  thanks  were  voted  to  Mr. 
Colston  for  "  having  added  six  boys  unto  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Hospital."  He  had,  in  fact,  promised  to  give  £70  a  year 
to  the  school  for  the  maintenance  of  six  lads  until  he  had 
found  a  suitable  estate  in  real  property  for  a  permanent 
endowment.  In  1098  he  conveyed  to  the  trustees  two  farm- 
houses and  123  acres  of  land  at  Yatton  and  Congresbury 
for  carrying  out  his  proposal,  expressly  |)roviding  that  if 
the  number  of  scholars  were  reduced  below  the  thirty-six 
to  which  liis  donation  had  augmented  the  roll,  the  premises 
conveyed  by  his  deed  should  pass  to  the  Merchants'  Society. 
How  disingenuously,  this  injunction  was  evaded  by  the 
Corporation  is  narrated  in  the  Annals  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century. 

The  first  volume  printed  at  a  permanently  established 
|)ress  in  Bristol  was  produced  by  AVilliam  Bonny  in  Novem- 
ber, 1G'J5.  It  was  entitled  "An  Essay  on  the  State  of 
England,  m  relation  to  its  Trade,  its  Poor,  and  its  Taxes. 
For  carrying  on  the  present  War  against  France.  By  John 
Cary,  INrendiant  in  Bristoll.  Bristoll :  Printed  by  AV.  Bonny, 
for  the  Author,  and  iu\)  to  \n)  sold  in  Loudoji  .  .  .  also 
l.y  Tlio.  AVall  and  Eieh.  Gi'avett,  near''  the  Tolzey,  in 
Bristol.  Novem.  IG05."  Tlie  work  extends  over  188  pages, 
and  as  Bonny's  establishment  was  of  limited  dimensions, 
its  production  must  have  been  begun  almost  as  soon  as  the 
printer  had  set  up  his  ])ress.  His  employer,  John  Cary, 
who  was  the  son  of  a  Bristol  merchant  named  Shershaw 
Cary,  and  was  admitted  as  a  freeman  in  1(;72,  having  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  AValter  Stephens,  linen  flraper,  was 
ii  man  of  great  intelligence,  some  of  his  views  on  trade, 
finance,  and  pauperism  being  much  in  advance  of  his  age. 
He  advc¥jated,  for  example,  the  stimulating  of  domestic 
manufactures  by  freeing  raw  materials  from  Customs  duties, 
and  by  abolishing  the  Excise  burckms  laid  on  glass  and 
other  articles.     He  also  strongly  deprecated  tlip  trade  mono- 
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polies  granted  to  the  East  India  and  Africa  Companies, 
pleading  for  the  concession  of  free  trade  to  those  regions. 
And  he  even  urged  the  free  admission  of  Irish  food  products 
into  Enghmd,  a  policy  then  regarded  as  monstrous  by  the 
landed  interest.  On  the  other  hand,  he  advocated  the  pro- 
motion of  the  English  clothing  trade  by  the  suppression  of 
the  rising  manufactories  of  Ireland,  a  course  which  unhap- 
pily met  with  the  warm  approval  of  Parliament.  On 
another  subject  he  also  adopted  the  ideas  of  his  contempo- 
raries. The  commerce  with  Africa,  especially  the  traffic 
in  human  beings  from  that  coast  to  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  Avas,  he  maintained,  "a  trade  of  the  most  advantage 
to  this  kingdom  of  any  we  drive,  and  as  it  were  all  profit ;  the 
first  cost  being  little  more  than  small  matters  of  our  own 
manufactures,  for  which  we  have  in  return  gold,  [elephants'] 
teeth,  wax,  and  negroes,  the  last  whereof  is  much  better 
than  tlie  first,  being  indeed  the  best  traffic  the  kingdom 
hath,  as  it  doth  occasionally  give  so  vast  an  emplojnnent  to 
our  people  both  by  sea  and  land."  Turning  to  other  sub- 
jects, the  author  laments  the  growth  of  luxury  and  the 
iiicreasing  desire  for  idleness  in  the  community  generally, 
the  "swarms  of  idle  drones  that  fill  the  streets,"  and  the 
multitudinous  beggars  that  refuse  to  work,  prey  upon  the 
public,  and  bring  uj)  their  families  to  lead  a  similar  life. 
(j\Ir.  Gary's-  sound  ideas  in  reference  to  pauperism  will  be 
dealt  with  presently.)  He  further  advises  that  maid- 
servants shoukl  be  "restrained  from  excess  of  apparel,"  anil 
should  not  be  engaged  unless  they  bring  testimonials,  which 
"  will  make  them  more  orderly  and  govfrnable  than  they 
now  are "  ;  and  suggests  that  no  man-servant  should  be 
])t'nnittt'd  to  wear  a  sword,  except  when  travelling,  "and  if 
all  ])('oplo  of  m(>an  (]ualities  were  ])i'ohibitcd  the  same, 
'lw()\dd  he  of  good  consequence."  The  authoi^'s  ick-as  on 
trade  were  stamped  by  John  Lockt;  as  "the  best  I  ever  read 
on  the  sul,)j(^ct."  The  book  passed  through  three  editions,  and 
the  last,  in  1745,  was  translated  into  French  and  Italian. 

The  founder  of  Pennsylvania  paid  another  visit  to  Bristol 
in  the  closing  weeks  of  l(il)5.  On  Januar}^  5th,  K)',)!),  ho 
married,  at  the  (y>uakers'  meeting-house  in  the  Friars, 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Callowhill,  rect>ntly  mentioneil 
in  connection  with  the  Hot  AVclI.  jMiss  (Jalluwhill,  whose 
mother  was  Hannali,  daughter  of  Dennis  Hollister,  was  the 
heiress  of  the  latter  gentleman,  and  as  such  posse.ssed  most 
of  the  estate  once  belonging  to  the  Dominican  Friars.  Penn 
settled  in  Bristol  in  l(i!j7,  and  resided  for  about  two  years. 
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during  wliicli  period,  it  is  supposed,  the  Friary  gardens  and 
land  were  laid  out  for  building  the  streets  still  bearing  the 
names  of  Penn,  Pennsylvania,  Hollister,  and  Callowhill.  In 
1698,  William,  one  of  Penn's  sons  by  his  first  wife,  was 
married  in  the  above  chapel  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Charles 
Jones,  the  other  lessee  of  the  Hot  Well.  The  union  was 
an  unfortunate  one,  as  the  husband,  a  few  years  later,  de- 
serted his  wife,  and  by  renouncing  Quakerism  rendered  the 
marriage  invalid.  The  founder  of  Pennsylvania  left  his 
American  property  to  the  children  of  his  Bristol  wife. 
(Amongst  the  many  curious  manuscri^jts  in  the  collection 
of  the  late  Mr.  Sholto  Hare  is  a  letter  of  which  the  begin- 
ning and  end  have  been  lost,  but  which  appears  to  have 
been  written  during  the  reign  of  James  II.  The  writer 
asserts  that,  notwithstanding  Penn's  professions  of  piety,  he 
long  maintained  an  impro])er  connection  with  the  wife  of  a 
London  haberdasher;  that  he  afterwards  pensioned  her  ofi', 
when  she  grew  old,  with  £-lU  a  year  ;  and  that  he  had  then 
taken  as  a  mistress  the  sister  of  a  titled  lady,  whose  name 
is  given  in  the  letter.)' 

In  January,  169G,  when  the  ordinance  of  IGGG,  forbidding 
'•foreigners"  to  trade  in  the  city,  had  become  a  dead  letter, 
the  Council,  moved  by  Sir  John  Kniglit's  invectives  against 
intruders,  solemidy  revived  the  law  issued  thirty  years  be- 
fore. A  slight  interpolation  in  the  text  is  of  interest,  as 
denoting  the  march  of  improvement.  It  was  ordered  that 
after  March  25tli  no  strangcn-  or  foreigner  should  presume 
to  open  a  shoj^,  "  either  with  or  without  glass  windows," 
which  were  evidently  a  novelty,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  £5 
foi-  i'iwh  such  olFence.  It  Avas  niucli  easier  to  pass  such  an 
ordinance  than  to  carry  it  into  executicni.  As  no  hnes  were 
received  by  the  Chamberlain,  it  is  clear'  that  little  vigour 
was  shown  in  prosecuting  offenders;  and  in  October,  Kj'JiJ, 
the  Chamber  feebly  desired  the  magistrates  to  "consider" 
the  number  of  foreigners  keeping  shops  and  alehouses. 

The  histor}'  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  glass-making  in 
Bristol  seems  to  be  entirely  lost.  From  an  ofHcial  return 
amongst  the  State  Papers,  showing  the  produce  of  the 
duty  on  glass  for  the  3'ear  1G1)5-G,  it  would  appear  that 
the  city  Avas  one  of  the  chief  centres  of  the  industry. 
The  gross  receipts  of  the  duty  were  £17,G42,  but  a  "draw- 
back "  was  allowed  on  the  glass  exported,  and  this  deduc- 
tion amounted  to  £-2,!J7(>  at  Bristol,  ci:i,02(»  at  Newcastle, 
and  £S-tO  at  London. 

For  an  adequate  description   of  the    paral^'sis  of    trade 
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and   industry  caused  by  the  debased  state  of  the  currency 
at  this   time  reference  may  be  made  to  Macauh^y's  History. 
It  must  suffice  to  say  here  that  through  the  clipping  of  the 
silver    coinage    by    multitudes    of    knavish    people,    who 
profited    largely    by    the    roguery,    the    words    pound    and 
shilling     had    ceased     to     have     any     definite     meaning. 
Twenty  shillings  of  new  coin  weiglied  four  ounces.     But 
no  person  would  pay  wages  or  debts  in  new  coin  when   old 
clipped  shillings  served  his  purpose;  and   clipped   shillings 
were  worth,  on  the  average,  less  than  sixpence  each.     As 
the  result  of    a  Government  inquiry,  it   Avas  found    that 
£100   in  silver,   which  Avhen    issued  weighed  400  ounces, 
actually  weighed  208   ounces    in    Lond(m,    210  ounces    in 
Bristol,   and  only  11(5  ounces  in  Oxfor.l.     In  a  local  test, 
recorded  by  a'Bristol  annalist,  sixteen  clipped  shillings  were 
found  to  be  of  less  weight  than  a  crown-piece  of  Charles 
II.     As  a  natural  consequence,  the  price  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  greatly  increased,  and  workmen,  who  had   to  accept 
their  wages  by  tale,  while  their  food   had   practically  to  be 
bought  by  weight,  suffered  lamentably  under  the  double 
pillage.     All  classes,  however,  were  affiicted,  for  as  silver 
Avas    the   legal    standard    of    value,    Inisiiiess    transactions 
of  every  kind  fell  into  a  state  of  l)ewildcrment.     Amongst 
the  State  Papers  of  February,  IdlK),  is  a  statement  of  the 
Customs  officials  in  Bristol   to  the  head  office   in  London, 
to  tlie  effect  that  they  were  unable  to  remit  thoir  receipts, 
as   usual,    by   bills   of    exchange,    business    of    that    kind 
being  stopped  by  the  badness   of  the  coin.      The   endea- 
vours made  to  repress  clipping  by  dealing  ruthlessly  with 
tlu^  criminals   proved   of  little   avail.      In  the  summer  of 
K'.!)."),  a   widow   nanird    Scarlett,   a   shop-keeper  in_  Thomas 
StriH't,  was  convicted  of  uttering   a  debased   shilling,   and 
of  having  instruments  for  eli}:)ping  concealed  in  'her  house, 
for   Avhich    offence,    then    called    petty    treason,    she    was 
sentenced   to   be  burned  in  the  street ;    but   she  succeeded 
in    making   her    escape,    and    other    criminals    continued 
their    practices    undismayed.     Urged    by    universal    cries 
of    distress,    the    Government    at  length    resolved   oil    an 
effectual  reform,  details  of    which    must    be    sought   else- 
where.    Learning  that   the   INIinistr}^  proposed   to   supple- 
ment   the    coinage    at    the  Tower    by  the    establishment 
of    branch  mints   in    some    leading    ])rovincial    towns,   an 
application   on  behalf    of    Bristol    was    privately  made    to 
the   Treasury  by  the  members  for  the  city,  and  in   June, 
IG'JO,  the  Mayor  informed  tlio  Council  that  works  would 
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be  set  up  here,  providing  a  suitable  house  was   furnished 
at  the  charge  of  the  Corporation  or   the   inliabitants.     A 
committee  was   thereupon  appointed  "  to  make  a  bargain 
with  Sir  Thomas  Day  for  the  sugar  house,  and  the  House 
will  find  the  way  to  pay  the  rent."     The  "  sugar  house  " 
was   really    the    fine    mansion    near    St.    Peter's    churcli, 
originally   built    by    the    Nortons    and    reconstructed    by 
Robert  Aid  worth  (see  p.  44).     At  the  time  under  review 
it    belonged    to    four    co-partners,    Edward    Colston    and 
Richard    Beacham,  of  London,   and  Sir  Thomas  Day  and 
Nathaniel    Day,    of    Bristol.      (The    share    of    the    house 
belonging  to  Nathaniel  Day  was  soon  afterwards  bought 
by    the    Corporation    for   £230.)     The    coining    apparatus 
arrived  in  August,  amidst  demonstrations   of  joy.     In  tlie 
British  Museum  is  a   unique   jilacard,  issued   by  the  JMayor 
and    Aldermen    on   August    lotli,   giving  notice  that    the 
Government  had    sent  down,  for  the  benefit  of  the  city, 
one     thousand-weiglit    of    silver,    valued     at   upwards    of 
£o,00(),  to  be  coined  at  the  new  mint,  and   requesting  the 
inhabitants    to  further   the    operations    by  furnishing  old 
plate,  for  which  a  reward  of  sixpence  per  ounce  wouTd  bo 
]->aid  in  addition  to  the  standard  value  of  5.s-.  ^d.     Holders 
of  old  hammered  money  were  also  promised  a  premium  on 
tlte    amount    they   sent    in.     How   largely   the    invitation 
was  respomled  to  is  attested  by  the  fact  tliat  within  about 
sixteen  months    the  Bristol  mint   dealt    Avith    nearly  two 
million    ounces    of     silver,    which    were    converted     into 
£478,728  in  coin.     The    produce   of    the   otlier    provincial 
mints— at   York,  Norwicli,  Chester  and  Exeter— i-eaclied  a 
total  of  .€1,34(>AH».     Before    the    new    coin    could    be    put 
iuto   cin'ulatiou,   the   j)ul)lie,  and   csjK'cially  the  poor,  were 
thrown  into  extreme  tiistress    through''  the    want   of    cur- 
rency to  pay  wages  or  to  purchase  the  bare  necessaries  of 
life.     In  the  Record  Oflice   are  two  petitions  from  Bristol 
to  the  Government:  one  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
representing    that    the    want   of  half-pence  and  farthings 
caused  great  clamour  amongst  the  jwor,  and  praying  that 
some  copper  coin  might  be  struck  at  the  local  mint ;  while 
the  other,   from  Abraham    Elton,  a   prosperous   merchant 
concerned  in  copper-smelting,   begs  for  permission  to  coin 
farthings   and    half-pence,    offering   £1(J   per   ton   for   the 
privilege,  2d.   per  pound   for  making  the   blanks,  and   3^/. 
per  pound  for  coinage.     No  response  was  made  to  either 
of    these   requests,  and    the   suffering   was    protracted    for 
several  months.     Near  the  close  of  16*:)7,  when  the  great 
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Avork  had  been  acliieved,  a  Bill  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, provi<ling  that,  after  January  lOtli,  1GU8,  hammered 
money  should  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender,  but  on  December 
oOth  a  petition  from  the  Corporation  of  Bristol  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons,  setting  forth  that  Ijy 
computation  there  would  be  at  least  £15(>,(M)U  worth  of 
old  coin  brought  in  at  the  approaching  fair  from  Wales 
and  other  ])laces,  and.  that  great  loss  would  be  sustained 
if  no  provision  were  made  foi'  its  re-coinnge.  A  proviso 
was  accordingly  added  to  the  Bill  permitting  old  coin  to 
be  taken  to  the  mint  for  re-coinage  until  March  1st.  The 
estimate  of  the  Corporation  seems  to  have  been  fallacious, 
as  no  local  pieces  bear  a  later  date  than  1697.  The  mint 
officials,  however,  did  not  vacate  the  j)remises  until  June, 
1(598. 

Early  in  1096,  Mr.  John  Cary  followed  up  his  Essay  on 
Trade  by  printing  at  Bonny's  press  a  folio  sheet  entitled  : — 
"  Proposals  for  the  better  Maintaining  and  Imploying  the 
Poor  of  the  City  of  Bristoll.  Humbly  oU'er'd  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Mayor."  The  coj)y  of  this  broadside 
in  the  British  Museum  has  the  following  note,  signed  by 
Cary  : — "  These  Avere  the  Result  of  the  Court  or  Meeting 
of  the  Citizens  on  the  first  jn'oposalls,  being  as  soe  many 
Heads  whereon  to  ground  a  bill  to  be  oflerVI  in  Parlia- 
ment." This  is  the  only  record  of  the  meeting  in  question 
— the  first  public  meeting  known  in  local  annals.  In 
brief,  the  "  pro])osals  "  offered  by  Cary  suggested  that  the 
poor  rates  paid  by  the  various  city  j)arishes  should  be 
"  united  into  a  c(»mmon  fund,"  and  that  one  central 
workhouse  should  take  the  place  of  the  various  jiarochial 
ri'ct>i)tacK>s,  by  whit'li  avrangenu'ut  ilii>  eutlless  and  costly 
litigation  rcsjH'ctiiig  '•  seitlenu'ids "  would  Ite  obviated; 
whilst  able-bodied  paupers  would  be  compelled  to  work, 
the  infirm  would  be  ])roperly  maintained,  and  the  young 
trained  for  honest  em])loyment.  The  project  was  discussed 
by  the  Council  on  Eebruary  3rd,  when  the  magistrates 
Avore  requested  to  sit  daily,  and  to  call  for  such  information 
as  they  should  think  necessary.  A  Bill,  "for  the  erecting 
of  Hospitals  and  Workhouses,  in  the  City  of  Bristol,  for 
the  better  employing  and  maintaining  of  the  Poor,"  was 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  Thomas  Day 
early  in  March,  and  became  law  during  the  Session  ;  some 
amendments,  the  nature  of  which  is  unknown,  being 
made  in  the  Lower  House.  The  Act  ordained  that  on 
May    12th,    1690,    a    corporation    should    be    established. 
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consisting  of  the  Maj^or  and  Aldermen  for  the  time  being, 
and  of  forty-eight  persons  to  be  chosen,  in  batches  of  four,' 
by  the  eleven  ancient  wards  and  b}'  the  Castle  Precincts 
(henceforth  to  become  a  ward),  together  with  such  other 
charitable  persons  as  should  be   elected  at   a    meeting    in 
each    ward    of    householders,    paying    one   penn}^  or   more 
weekly  of  poor  rates.     The  rate  that  the  new  corporation 
was  empowered  to  levy  annually  was  not   to  exceed  the 
sum  raised  for  the  poor  in  16i»5,  save  that  £5,000  additional 
might   be   collected  for  building    a    workhouse.     On   May 
I'Jtli,  the  date  fixed  by  the  Act,  the  newly  elected  members, 
amongst    whom    were   John    Gary,    Sir    AVilliam    Daines, 
Thomas   Callowhill,   and    Nathaniel    Wade,    assembled    for 
the    first    time    in    St.    George's   Clia]-)el,    Guildhall,    when 
Samuel  AVallis,   Mayor,   was  elected  Governor  ;  Alderman 
AVilHam  Swymmer,  De]juty-Governor ;  and  James  Harris, 
Treasurer.     A  week  later  a  pattern  for  the  common  seal, 
bearing  the  device  and  motto  still  retained,  Avas  aj^proved; 
and  two  committees  Avere  ai)pointed,  one    to  select  houses 
in  whicli  to  employ  the  jjoor,   and  the  other  to  apply  to 
the  justices  for  the  reparation  and  loan  of  "  the  workhouse 
called    AVhitehall,"    r  Ijoining     Bridewell,    for     the    same 
inirpose.     (The  Council  forthwith  acceded   to  this  applica- 
tion.)      In    June    it    was    re])orted     that    the     poor-rate 
assessments  during  the  three  [)revious  years  had  averaged 
£2,'23()_per  annum,  Avliich  was  about  £180  less  than  the 
expenditure,    and    the    assessment   on    the   city   Avas   soon 
afterwards  fixed  at  £44  8.s'.  ]jer  Aveek,  or  £-2,,'308  ])er  annum. 
The  ncAv  body  Avent  on  Avith  its  ])reliminary  labours  until 
Sei^tember,    avIumi,    to  its  oAvn    astunishnient    ami    that   of 
the  citizens,  it  Avas  stricken  Avith  paralysi^.     No  explana- 
tion of  the  collapse  is  to  be  found  in    the    minute-books, 
but  it  ap])ears  from  other  sources  that   John    Hine,  who 
became   JNIayor    at  Michaelmas,   Avas  so  bitterly  hostile  to 
the  infant  institution  that  he  refused  to   sign    the   docu- 
ments required  to  put  the  rating  scheme  in  operation,  and 
as  the  Act  made  his  signature  indis])ensable,  affairs  came 
to  a  deadlock  for  a  twelvemonth.     On  the  removal  of  the 
obstruction,    the   guardians    resumed    their    labours.     The 
furnishing    of    AVliitehall    entailed    an     outlay    of    £2(50, 
Avhich  Avas   subscribed  on  loan,  and    ]tM)   girls   Avere   soon 
lodged    in    the    building,  and  taught    the    Avork   of   car- 
ding   and    spinning    wool,  the   cost   of    their  maintenance 
being  fixed  at  2.s'.  per  head,  weekly.     Dr.  Thomas  Dover, 
Avhose  "  fever   poAvder  "  is  still  in  medical   repute,  offered 
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his  gratuitous  services  as  pliysician  to  the  workhouse. 
An  economical  arrangement  Avas  also  made  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children.  A  pauper  widow  in  St.  Thomas's 
]iarish  was  appointed  to  teach  them  to  read  at  a 
salary  of  G.s-.  per  week  ;  her  previous  relief  of  2.s'.  (id.  a 
week  being  stopped.  The  house  being  inadequate  to 
contain  all  the  children  needing  help,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  select  another,  and  this  body  reported,  in 
] December,  that  they  found  "  none  so  fit  or  convenient  for 
the  purpose  as  the  ]\[int."  Negotiations  were  soon  after 
entered  into  with  the  ownei'S  of  the  fine  old  mansion, 
already  described,  and  it  was  ])urchased  for  £800 ;  but  the 
Mint  authorities  were  very  unwilling  to  give  up  possession, 
and  the  Council  generously  voted  £G0,  being  a  year's 
rental,  pending  the  completioii  of  the  conveyance.  The 
house  being  at  length  acquired,  it  was  resolved,  in 
September,  iG98,  tt)  fit  up  a  chamber  for  the  meetings  of 
the  board.  The  beautiful  Jacobean  sitting-room,  erected 
by  Aldworth,  was  selected  for  this  j)urpose;  and  the 
members,  on  October  ;3(Jth,  began  an  occupation  that  was 
continued  by  their  successors  for  almost  exactly  two 
liundred  years.  The  guardians  were  soon  plunged  in  fresh 
troubles.  Under  the  old  system  of  pau]ier  relief  the  paro- 
chial overseers  had  control  of  the. funds,  and  enjoyed  the 
prestige  of  alms-givers.  Annoyed  at  the  loss  of  their 
influence,  the  officials  of  fifteen  out  of  the  eighteen  parishes 
flatl}?-  refused  to  collect  tlie  rates,  and  the  pi'ovisions  of  the 
Act  were  again  found  defective.  But  the  obstacle  was 
speedily  overcome  by  legal  ingenuity  and  the  sympathy 
of  Parliament.  Two  clauses  were  introduced  (at  a  cost  of 
.i'7  !>N.  li/.)  into  a.  Tiverton  Workhouse  Bill,  then  before 
the  lIoTise  of  (..■onnnons,  raider  which  the  Bristol  Cor[)ora- 
tion  of  the  Poor  wer(3  empowered  to  over-ride  'the  obstruc- 
tiveness  of  a  stu})id  Mayor,  and  to  levy  distresses  u])on 
recalcitrant  overseers.  Vigorous  measures  were  then  taken 
for  the  training  of  100  boys  to  weave  "fustians  and 
calimancoes "  ;  the  lads  were  dressed  in  blue  coats  and 
white  leather  breeches  ;  the  porter's  wife  was  ordered  to 
teach  them  to  read  ;  and  a  due  provision  was  made  of  dis- 
ciplinaiy  apparatus,  including  a  pair  of  stocks,  a  whipjnng- 
]X)st,  and  a  place  of  confinement,  significantly  stjded  Pur- 
gatory, garnished  with  chains  and  fetterlocks.  Severe 
jmnisliment  was  not  reserved  for  juvenile  delinquents 
alone.  In  January,  1G98,  a  vagrant  from  the  county  of 
Durham    was    brought    before     the    board,    and     having 
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admitted  that  lie  liad  long  lived  by  begging,  lie  was 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Bridewell,  and  there  kept  at 
work  "  for  the  space  of  three  3'ears,  nnless  this  Court  doth 
otherwise  order."  Several  other  tramps  received  a  similar 
sentence,  and  the  severity  of  the  proceedings  led  to  a 
general  flight  of  roving  mendicants  ;  Init  the  board 
probably  discovered  that  they  were  exceeding  their  powers, 
or  complaint  was  made  as  to  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
vagabonds,  for  the  commitments  were  soon  abaiidoned. 
The  expenditure  of  the  new  institution  considerably 
exceeded  the  <imount  collected  from  the  ratepayers,  and  a 
subscription  was  starterl  by  its  leading  supporters  to  meet 
the  deficit.  The  sum  thus  raised  readied  al)0ut  £1.800,  of 
which  Sir  John  Duddleston,  Sir  William  Daines,  Samuel 
Wallis,  Edward  Tyson,  M.D.,  Edward  ^Martindale,  Robert 
Yate,  Thomas  Edwards,  George  ]\[ason,  R.  Bayly,  Abraham 
Elton,  Thomas  Callowhill,  William  Swymmer,  Peter  Saun- 
ders, and  Edward  Colston  contributed  £100  each,  and  were 
elected  honorary  guardians.  Out  of  these  donations,  £ir)0 
were  paid  for  the  purcliase  of  a  house  adjoining  the  Mint, 
which  Avas  fitted  u]-)  as  a  school.  In  1700  a  pamphlet, 
dedicated  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  was  published  in 
London,  entitled  "  An  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Corporation  of  Bristol  in  Execution  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  better  Employing  and  ]\Iaintainiiig  the  Poor 
of  that  City."  The  author,  John  Caiy,  narrated  the  story 
of  the  institution  in  moderate  yet  forcible  terms.  The 
Ijoj's,  he  said,  were  being  trained  to  gain  an  honest  liveli- 
hocxl,  and  their  labours  were  bringing  in  £0  per  week 
towards  their  inaiuteuaiue  ;  tho  girls  wen^  also  doing  A\'ell, 
and  the  agetl  ]:)ot)r  and  Ix^ggars  N\'ere  kept  f^-om  idleness 
and  mendieity.  About  300  persons  were  under  the  care;  of 
the  guardians.  "  The  success  hath  answered  our  expec- 
tation. .  .  .  The  face  of  our  city  is  changed  already  ;  "  and 
the  Avriter  ventured  to  hope  that  the  example  of  Bristol 
would  be  wiilely  followed.  A  continuation  of  the  history 
of  the  incorjioration  will  be  found  in  the  Annals  of  the 
Eighteenth  Centur3^  All  that  need  be  added  here  is  that 
the  establishment  of  the  first  "Poor  Law  Union"  in 
England  was  creditable  to  the  intelligence  and  public 
spirit  of  its  promoters,  and  was,  both  socially  and  econo- 
mically, a  step  far  in  advance  of  the  narrow  prejudices  of 
the  age. 

In    the  last  week  of  Februar}'-,   1G9G,  the   country  was 
startled  by  the  discovery  of  a  Jacobite  i)lot  for  the  assassina- 
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tion  of  the  King  and  the  overtlirow  of  the  Government.  As 
in  the  case  of  the  Kye  House  afiair,  it  Avas  soon  found  that 
there  were  two  plots,  one  within  the  other.  The  design  of 
the  original  and  greater  confederac}'-  was  to  promote  an 
oi)on  insurrection,  to  he  suj)})orted  by  a  French  army ;  and 
of  this  plot  all  the  leading  Jacobites  had  full  knowledge, 
and  many  had  promised  their  co-operation.  The  inner  plot 
was  carried  on  by  about  forty  bravoes,  anrl  had  for  its  main 
object  the  cold-blooded  murder  of  King  William.  This 
project  had  the  usual  fate  of  English  assassination  schemes. 
Some  of  the  villains  betra3^ed  the  rest,  and  about  half  the 
gang  were  arrested  a  few  hours  before  the  time  fixed  for 
the  tragedy,  when  much  information  as  to  the  insurrection 
scheme  wni,  at  once  brought  to  liglit.  The  disclosures  caused 
a  national  thrill  of  horror  unprecedented  since  the  time  of 
Gruy  Fawkes.  The  magistrates  of  Bristol  ordered  the  city 
gates  to  be  closed,  susjjicious- looking  strangers  were 
arrested,  and  the  zeal  of  the  working  classes,  stimulated  by 
the  rewards  offered  for  traitors,  outran  that  of  the  author- 
ities. The  Government,  in  the  meantime,  were  not  idle, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council  show  tliat  some 
Bristol  Jacobites  were  suspected  of  as  much  complicity  in 
the  insurrection  plot  as  was  proved  against  Sir  John  Friend, 
the  rich  London  brewer,  who  was  afterwards  executed.  On 
February  28th  their  lordships  issued  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  Sir  Joliu  Knight,  Sir  Richard  Hart,  and  two  men 
named  Davis  and  Moor.  Subsequently  Sir  AVilliam  Clutter- 
buck  was  carried  up  to  London  in  custody.  No  record  is 
})reserved  of  their  examination,  but  it  would  ai)])ear  that 
evidence  against  them  was  not  forthcoming,  and  they  were 
libiM'iited  nl'tt'i"  S('\-ci-jti  wih-Ics'  detrntion.  (hi  May  L'Uh, 
however,  the  J^rivy  Council  sent  down  a ^  fresh  warrant 
against  Sir  John  Knight,  who  was  immured  in  a  London 
gaol  until  August  "iTth,  when  the  Priv}^  Council  ordered 
his  discharge,  "  he  being  dangerously  ill."  In  the  British 
]\[useum  is  a  broadsheet,  ])rinted  by  Boniiy,  headed 
"  The  Humljle  Presentment  of  the  Graiid  Inquest  at  Mid- 
summer Sessions,  IGOO,"  in  which  thanks  are  tendered  to 
tlie  Mayor  (Samuel  Wallis)  and  the  Aldermen  for  their 
"  zealous  and  prudent  administration  of  the  city  during  a 
crisis  of  great  danger."  Tlie  "  Association  "  for  defence  of 
the  Government — a  movement  common  to  the  whole  kingdom 
— met  with  enthusiastic  support,  and  the  Bristol  -printer 
was  required  to  provide  seventeen  large  sheets  of  parchment 
for  the  signatures  of  those  who  rushed  to  volunteer  their 
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adherence  to  the  royal  cause.  Altliough  the  matter  for  a 
time  so  completely  monopolised  public  attention  as  to  sus- 
pend commercial  business,  •  the  local  chroniclers  refrained 
from  even  an  allusion  to  it,  and  it  is  ignored  by  Barrett  and 
other  historians. 

A  Bill  promoted  by  the  Corporation  of  Bath,  for  powers 
to  make  the  Avon  navi^'able  from  Bristol  to  tliat  city,  was 
laid  before  Parliament  in  December;  and  a  j^etition"  in  its 
favour  was  presented  from  merchants  and  tradesmen  of 
Bristol,  who  alleged  that  the  scheme  would  be  advantage- 
OU.S  to  trade.  But  a  strong  opposition  was  organized  by 
the  landowners  around  Bath,  who  contended  that  the 
markets  would  be  glutted  with  cheap  jn'ovisions  from 
Bristol,  causing  a  fall  of  rents,  whilst  carriers,  innkeepers, 
antl  lalDourers  would  be  utterly  ruined.  The  justices  and 
grand  jury  at  Somerset  Assizes  re-echoed  these  predictions, 
averring  that  landowners  Avere  already  suffering  greatly 
from  the  glut  of  corn  carried  from  Bristol  on  horseback  to 
the  markets  at  AVarminster,  Chippenham,  and  Devizes. 
The  Bill  was  dropped,  but  was  ^revived  in  the  session  of 
lOIJ'J-lTOO,  the  jn-omoters  avowing  that  their  chief  oljject 
was  to  reduce  the  excessive  pric;e  of  provisions  in  Bath. 
The  Corporation  of  Bristol  petitioned  in  favour  of  the 
scheme,  but  it  was  unpopular  amongst  the  citizens,  and  a 
petition  against  it  professed  to  rejn-esent  the'  feelings  of 
''many  thousands";  while  the  bakers  alleged  that  the^^ 
would  be  unable  to  grind  tludr  corn  if  deprived  of  the  mills 
on  the  Avon,  and  the  innkeepers  complained  that  they 
were  threatened  with  ruin.  The  really  formidable  opposi- 
tion, luAvever,  was  that  of  the  county  gentry,  who  repeated 
their  former  lamentations  with  increased  vigouift ;  and  as  a 
Parliament  of  landlords  naturally  sympathised  with  the 
monopolists,  the  Bill  was  agairi  withdrawn. 

An  attempt  to  maintain  a  monopoly  in  another  branch 
of  trade  met  with  a  very  different  reception  in  the  city. 
Commerce  with  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  which  consisted 
largely  in  bartering  metals,  cotton  goods,  and  spirits  for 
negro  slaves  destined  for  the  plantations,  had  been  vested 
by  Charles  II.  in  the  hands  of  a  few  London  merchants, 
to  whom  he  granted  a  patent  of  exclusive  privileges  under 
the  style  of  the  Royal  African  Company.  As  the  trade 
of  Bristol  was  rapidly  developing  with  the  West  Indies, 
local  merchants  naturally  felt  aggrieved  at  being  excluded 
from  a  share  in  what  was  the  most  lucrative  traffic  with 
the  islands  ;  and  although  positive  evidence  on  the  point 
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lias  perished,  it  is  certain  that  they,  and  others,  sent  vessels 
to  the  Slave  Coast,  and  carried  on  a  large  contraband  busi- 
ness, in  despite  of  the  Compan^^'s  denunciations  of  inter- 
lopers.    The  passing  of   the   Act  of    1681),  known  as  the 
Declaration  of  Eights,  put  an  end  to  all  trade  monopolies 
created   by  royal  c-harters,  and  Bristol  merchants  lost  no 
time  in  entering  largely  into  slave  enterprises.     The  Com- 
l)any  nevertheless  poLoessed  great  advantages  in  holding  the 
forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast,  the  protection  of  which 
was   refused    to  outsiders,    and   sometimes   set  the  law  at 
defiance  by  driving  off  their  competitors.     These  measures 
]3roving  inefFectual,  the  Company,  in  16'J(),  applied  to  Parlia- 
nient  for  a  statutable    revival   of   their   former   chartered 
i-ights,   and  forthwith  met  with  a  determined   opposition. 
The    Bristol    merchants,    in    a    petition  to    the   Commons, 
alleged  that   the    prosperity    of   the  West    India   planters 
depended  upon   a  plentiful  supjily  of  negroes  (the  annual 
shipment  of  the  Company  was  limited  to  8,(XK,)  slaves),  and 
that  the  deficient  import   could   be   remedied  only  by  the 
enterprise  of  English  merchants  generally.     The  clothiers 
and  weavers  of  the  city,  in  another  petition,  expatiated  on 
the   importance   of  their  exports   to   the  Slave  Coast,   and 
on    the   disastrous   consequences   that   would  arise    if  this 
market;  were  closed.     Similar  appeals  were  made  b}' other 
ports,  and  the  A\''est  India  planters  W(n'e  of  course  in  favour 
of  a  free  trade  in  slaves.     After  a  struggle  at  Westminster, 
an  Act^  was  passed,  in    l(ji)8,   leaving    the  trade    open    to 
l)rovincial  ports,  l)ut  requiring  non-members  of  the  Com- 
pany  to   contribute   a  moderate  sum    towards    the    main- 
tenance   of    the     forts.      The    bitter    controversy    of    the 
follnwiiig  century  is  uarniteil   elsewhere. 
^  Owing  to  groat  (h^pression    in    the    clotl^ing  trade,  the 
Society  of  Friends  established  an  inde})endent  "  workhouse  " 
in  1()1»G.     Tlie  chief  object  aimed  at  was  to  assist  unem- 
ployed Quaker  weavers,  but    in  addition  to  the  working 
inmates  accommodation  was  provided  for  some  aged  and  in- 
firm members.     The  workhouse,  still  standing,  was  com- 
pleted  in    101)8,  at   a  cost  of  £1,300.     Somewhat    later,  a 
number  of  boys  were  admitted,  who  received  some  educa- 
tion, and   were  taught  to  weave    "  cantaloons  "  ;    but    the 
manufacture  was  abandoned  about  1721,  when  the  buildinr-- 
was  given  up  exclusively  to  the  aged  and  impotent. 

The  civic  accounts  for  December,  IGIX;,  contain  the  follow- 
ing item  :— '>  Paid  for  a  bull  rope,  bs.  Id.,''  which  is  followed 
a  few  months  later  by  :— "  Paid  for  a  collar  to  bait  bulls  in 
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the  Marsli,  6.s'."  Bull-baiting  was  then  a  fashionable  sport 
in  England,  and  continued  long  popular.  A  Bill  to  suppress 
the  practice  was  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  1802, 
and  in  1S()4  the  Rev.  Thomas  Juhnes,  rector  of  St.  John's, 
Bristol,  and  City  Librarian,  road  a  paper  before  a  local 
literary  club,  in  which  he  contended  that  bull-baiting  "  was 
not  oidy  legal  but  exceedingly  correct  and  useful  to  society  " 
(R.  Smith's  ]\[SS.).  After  the  laying  out  of  Queen's  Square, 
the  city  bull-ring  was  ren.oved  to  some  vacant  ground  in 
St.  Philip's  parish,  now  the  site  of  St.  Jude's  Church. 

The  loss  of  the  early  Quarter  Sessions  records  has  deprived 
2oosterity  of  much  curious  information.  The  earliest  sur- 
viving book  begins  in  1(>9(),  when,  by  order  of  the  justices, 
a  three  months'  contribution  from  St.  Philip's  parish 
towards  the  poor  rates  was  ordered  to  be  levied  on  five  of 
the  central  parishes  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  eastern 
district.  In  August,'  1G97,  the  Sheriffs  were  fined  five 
nobles  (£1  13s.  M.j  for  "  not  burning  Isaac  Tucker,  accord' 
ing  to  sentence."  This  really  means  that  Tucker,  a  thief, 
had  been  sentenced  to  be  branded  on  the  cheek  with  a  red- 
hot  iron,  and  that  the  Sheriffs'  officers,  probably  for  a  bribe, 
liad  applied  the  branding-iron  in  a  cold  state.  Soon,  after- 
wards, the  Sheriffs  were  fined  -lO.s-.  "  for  not  causing  two 
women  to  be  well  burnt  " ;  and  the  increased  fine  being  still 
ineffectual,  it  was  on  tlie  next  o(.'casion  raised  to  £5. 
Whipping,  often  carried  out  to  an  extent  that  threatened 
the  life  of  the  culprit,  was  much  in  the  favour  of  the  jus- 
tices. In  May,  1(J98,  a  man,  whose  offence  is  ]iot  stated, 
was  ordered  to  stand  in  the  pillory  for  three  hours  as  a 
tiirget  for  the  nniK'VoK'nce  of  the  rabble,  and  to  be  thrice 
whippMl — once  from  Newgate  to  St.  IMark's  Lane,'once  from 
Newgate  to  the  great  sun-dial  on  the  Broad  (^uay,  and  a 
third  time  from  the  gaoh  to  Lawford's  Gate,  "  and  back 
again,"  At  the  same  session,  a  woman,  for  forging  a  marriage 
certificate,  was  ordered  to  be  lashed  on  the  naked  back 
from  the  Council  House  to  the  bottom  of  the  Quay.  House- 
holders were  frequently  fined  for  allowing  their  pigs  to 
rove  about  the  streets.  In  additi(.)n  to  their  ordinary  func- 
tions, the  justices  continued  to  fix  tlie  price  of  bread,  and 
])unished  bakers  who  presumed  to  disobey  the  regulations. 

One  of  the  many  ill-devised  schemes  of  Parliament  for  the 
suppression  of  pauperism  became  law  in  the  session  of  1(!97. 
It  enacted  that  all  persons  receiving  parish  relief,  irrespec- 
tive of  age  or  sex,  should  wear,  uj)on  the  right  shoulder  of 
their  outer  garment,  a  badge  of  red  or  blue  cloth,  bearing 
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tlie  letter  P,  and  tlie  initial  letter  of  their  parish,  on  pain, 
in  default,  of  forfeiting  their  relief,  or  of  being  committed 
to  prison,  whipped,  and  kept  for  three  weeks  to  hard  labour. 
Gliur(3h wardens  relieving  an  unbadged  person  were  to  for- 
feit 2lXs'.  The  St.  Stephen's  vestry,  on  August  31st,  resolved 
that  the  poor  of  that  parish  should  "  ware  bages  "  with  the 
letters  yj^';  The  orthography  indicates  tlie  educational 
standard  of  the  time,  when  it  was  not  uncommon  for  a 
churchwarden  to  be  unable  to  Avrite  his  name. 

The  Peace  of  RyswicK,  b}^  which  France  acknowledged 
AVilliam  III.  as  King  of  England,  was  proclaimed  at  Bristol 
on  October  2*Jtli  amidst  great  demonstrations  of  joy.  The 
corporate  body,  witli  a  long  train  of  citizens,  accompanied 
the  Sheriffs  to  the  High.  Cross,  St.  Peter's  Cross,  Temple 
Cross,  St.  Thomas's  Conduit,  and  the  conduit  on  the  Quay, 
at  each  of  which  places  the  glad  tidings  were  proclaimed 
amidst  the  roaring  of  cannon,  the  firing  of  sa,l(ites  by  the 
militia,  the  fantasias  of  musicians,  and  the  pealing  of  bells. 
Flags  were  plentifully  displayed  (excej)t  upon  tlie  church 
towers)  ;  the  conduits  ran  wine,  and  many  leading  citizens 
feasted  their  friends ;  while  at  night  the  city  was  ablaze  with 
bonfires,  fireworks  and  illuminations.  The  Jacobites  were 
deeply  mortified  by  the  French  King's  desertion  of  their 
cause,  and  refused  to  join  in  the  general  display,  but  the 
populace  were  good-humoured,  and  the  day  passed  over 
without  disturbance.  ., 

On  the  petition  of  many  Quakers,  still  debarred  from  the 
freedom  owing  to  their  objection  to  take  the  oath  of  a  bur- 
gess, the  Council,  in  November,  allowed  them  to  be  admitted 
on  making  a  solemn  affirmation.  The  Society  of  Merchants 
wcro  more  consfrval  ivc  in  stMitimeut.  (^buikers  wei'e  for 
some  years  rega,rded  as  absolutely  inadmissible  to  the  Com- 
pany, which  even  rejected  the  aj)i)licatiun  of  Stephen  Pelo- 
quin,  the  wealthy  Huguenot  merchant. 

From  the  establishment  of  posts  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  down  to  this  time,  letters  from  Devon  and  Cornwall 
to  Bristol  were  sent  from  Exeter,  by  way  of  Salisbury, 
to  London,  and  thence  forwarded  to  their  address,  involving 
extra  postage  and  much  delay.  After  repeated  a])j)eals  to 
the  Government,  a  "  cross  post "  was  established  between 
Exeter  and  Bristol  for  inland  letters  in  16'J8,  thus  substi- 
tuting a  journey  of  under  81)  miles  for  one  of  nearly  iM)0. 
But  the  mails  from  the  West  Indies  and  America,  landed  at 
Falmouth,  were  excluded  from  the  arrangement,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  local  merchants,  nor  was  any  reform  con- 
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ceded  in  this  res2)ect  for  nearly'  a  centur}'.  The  cross  post 
was  a  financial  success,  as  it  caj^tured  the  large  correspond- 
ence previousl_y  conducted  by  carriers  ;  and  at  Michaelmas, 
17(_K),  the  postal  authorities  started  a  similar  mail  between 
this  city  and  Worcester,  Slirewsbury,  and  Chester,  supersed- 
ing the  roundabout  journey  via  London,  In  this  case  also, 
however,  Bristol  letters  to  and  from  Ireland  were  excluded 
from  the  scheme.  Even  so  late  as  174G,  when  strong 
expostulations  were  addressed  to  the  Post  Office,  Ralph  Allen, 
of  Bath,  who  had  the  control  of  the  western  mails,  refused 
to  allow  a  direct  con.munication,  but  offered,  if  the  postage 
from  Dublin  to  London  were  paid,  to  convey  the  letters 
to  Bristol  gratis ! 

Under  the  provisions  of  tlie  Triennial  Act,  the  writs  for 
a  new  Parliament  were  issued  in  the  summer  of  1()98.  The 
election  proceedings  at  Bristol  begun  early  in  August,  and 
concluded  on  the  10th.  Five  candidates  entered  the  field — 
the  retiring  Whig  memljers,  Sir  Thomas  Day  and  Eobert 
Yate,  the  two  High  Tories,  Sir  John  Knight  and  Sir 
Richard  Hart,  and  John  Car3^  who  was  probalily  In-ought 
forward  by  a  section  of  the  Whigs  dissatisfied  with  Sir 
Thomas  Day.  The  suspected  comi)licity  of  Knight  and 
Hai-t  in  the  Jacobite  conspiracy  of  l(i!)(j  seems  to  have 
lost  them  many  supjwrters,  and  their  fornn^r  pojnilarity  did 
not  save  them  from  a  crushing  defeat.  The  final  state  of 
the  poll  was  as  follows  :— Mr.  Yate,  1,130;  Sir  Thomas  Da}', 
1)76;  Sir  John  Knight,  785;  Sir  Richard  Hart,  421 ;  Mr. 
Gary,  279. 

The  first  local  allusion  to  gin-drinhing  appears  in  the 
presentment  of  the  grand  juiy  at  the  autumn  quarter 
sessions.  The  document  set  forth  the  greai^^  distress  of  the 
jioor  caused  by  the  high  price  of  grain,  an  evil  alleged  to  be 
due  to  the  large  quantity  of  malt  used  for  the  distillation  of 
spirits,  telling  the  more  heavily  on  the  labouring  man,  inas- 
much as  his  bread  and  his  favourite  drink  were  chiefiy  made 
from  barley.  The  presentment  was  a])])roved  by  the  Council 
in  November,  when  a  petition  to  Parliament  was  resolved 
upon,  and  soon  afterwards  an  Act  was  jjassed  n^straining 
distillation  and  proliibiting  the  export  of  beer.  Gin-drink- 
ing nevertheless  became  a  mania  in  the  following  century. 

At  the  Council  meeting  just  referred  to,  Mr.  Yate,  M.P., 
brought  forward  a  serious  iiidictment  against  the  civic 
Chamberlain,  John  Cooke,  whom  he  cliarged  with  injustice, 
negligence,  and  incapacity  in.  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his 
office.     The  minute-book  states  that  "I\fr.  Chamberlain  was 
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present  at  tlie  time,  but  gave  no  satisfactory  answer."  A 
resolution,  that  he  should  be  "removed  and  displaced"  seems 
to  have  been  carried  unanimously.  He  was  succeeded  on 
November  22nd  by  Edward  Toeknell,  a  Councillor.  (James 
Millerd,  the  author  of  the  plans  of  the  city,  was  a  defeated 
candidate.)  Cooke,  whose  delinquencies  were  not  of  a 
financial  character,  and  who  was  Master  of  the  Merchants' 
Society  in  lGOl-2,  has  Avon  a  lasting  fame  by  adding,  in 
l(i03,  the  tower  known  as  his  "  Folly  "  to  his  country  liouse 
at  Sneyd.  A  few  words  as  to  this  mansion,  based  on  deeds 
in  the  Council  House,  may  perha])s  be  of  interest.  In  1500, 
one  of  Cooke's  ancestors,  Bartliolumew  Cooke,  obtained  two 
separate  leases  of  land  for  long  terms,  comprising  Sneyd 
Park  proper,  Sea  Mills,  and  the  pastures  on  which  the 
suburb  now  known  as  Sneyd  Park  was  afterwards  built. 
The  entire  estate  had  originally  behjuged  to  the  bishopric  of 
Worcester,  but  had  been  wrested  from  the  see  by  that 
insatiable  church  ]-)lunderer.  Sir. Ralph  Sadleir,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  The  leases  were  at  later  j)eriods  succeeded 
l)y  conveyances  in  fee  ;  indeed,  so  early  as  lOJ  5,  John  Cooke, 
son  of  Bartholomew,  a[)parently  dealt  with  part  of  the 
property  as  owner.  From  the  outset,  the  mansion  and  park 
known  as  Old  Sneyd  Avere  distingnislied  from  a  pasture  of 
forty  acres,  together  with  some  adjoining  closes,  described  in 
a  deed  of  1010  as  "lying  in  a  corner  of  the  park,  on  the  top  of 
the  hill,  adjoining  Durdam  DoAvm,  or  the  Spectacles,  and  the 
river  of  Avon,"  Avhere  John  Cooke  had  already  built  himself 
a  h(mse.  (The  Spectacles,  called  in  other  records  the  Giant's 
S|)ectacles,  was  a  quarry,  knoAvn  in  later  times  as  the  Black 
liock.)  Old  Sneyd  Park  Avas  not  alienated  until  about  the 
time  of  the  Civil  AVar  by  Sadleir's  repr.'s.'ntative,  the  pur- 
chaser Iteiug  Alderman  .Joseph  Jackson,  of  Jh'istol,  A\ho  re- 
built or  greatly  (extended  the  "c'ajMtal  mansion'?'  there,  the 
])resent  portal  of  Avhich  bears  the  Jackson  arms.  But  that 
Mr.  Chaml)erlain  Cooke  retained  the  house  and  lands  "  on 
the  top  of  the  hill"  is  j)roved  by  liis  erection  of  the  "Folly." 
Early  in  lOOO,  the  High  Cross  Avas  restored  and  elaborately 
decorated  at  the  cost  of  the  Corporation.  The  sum  of  £()1 
Avas  paid  for  gold-leaf,  oil  and  colours,  a  sho[)  Avas  liired  in 
Avhich  to  grind  the  paint,  and  £()7  Avere  disbursed  for  Avages. 
These  and  other  items  indicate  the  reviA'al  of  the  old  civic 
])redilection  for  display.  In  April,  John  Cosley,  goldsmith, 
received  i!8  5.v.  for  "gilding  the  Sunday  scal)bard,"  aiid  in 
May,  Richard  Cosley  Avas  paid  ^(j  .'j.v.  for  "  nf^w  making  and 
gilding  the  Mourning  scabbard,"  Avhilst  £2!»  were   laid  out 
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on  new  and  gorgeous  dresses  for  the  two  city  trumpeters.  In 
tlie  summer  the  unprecedented  out  la}'"  of  i!  38  was  incurred  in 
a  perambuhition  of  the  civic  boundaries  in  tlie  Severn,  and 
in  autumn  the  ancient  })astime  of  hshing  in  the  Frooni 
was  revived  at  a  cost  of  £5  ;is.  -id.  In  tlie  result,  the  year's 
expenditure  exceeded  the  income  by  nearly  £-I5(),  and  re- 
trenchments were  found  necessary.  The  trumpeters'  old 
trappings  were  ordered  to  be  sold,  and  the  gold  lace  with 
which  they  were  bedizened,  together  with  the  silver 
trumpets,  was  disposed  of  for  £2-1  IG.v.  The  musicians  had 
to  fall  back  on  the  olu  coi:)])er  trumpets  of  earlier  days,  and 
doubtless  met  with  many  jeers  on  the  diminution  of  their 
finery. 

A  new  source  of  income,  discovered  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  soon  hel])ed  to  alleviate  the  civic  embarrassment.  On 
October  SBrd  the  IMayor  aci^uainted  tlie  Council  that  the 
Rev.  John  Reade,  ,I).D.,  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  had  made  a 
proposal  to  build  a  liouse  in  the  IMarsli,  and  his  worship 
added  that,  fi-om  reports  he  had  received,  several  other 
citizens  were  desirous  of  following  this  example.  A 
committee  was  therefore  appointed  to  lay  out  the  ground 
for  building  sites,  and  to  treat  for  their  disposal.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  the  stately  pile  of  buildings,  afterwards  styled 
Queen  Square,  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  Council  minutes. 
But  it  is  clear  that  the  design  must  have  been  c'arefull}'-  elabo- 
rated before  the  j\Iayor's  statement  was  made,  for  on  October 
27tli,  only  four  days  later,  an  agreement  was  executed,  by 
which  a  plot  of  ground  was  demised  on  lease  to  Dr.  Reade, 
'•as  it  is  now  laid  (mt  and  allotted  by  the  city  officers."  The 
site  had  a  frontager  t)f  -Ji)  ffrt  with  a\lepth  of  105  feet.  The 
liouse  was  to  be  of  brick  (the  iiivst  authentic  niention  of  that 
material  for  local  Imilding  |)urj)oses),  with  stone  quoins,  was 
to  be  40  feet  in  height,  and  was  to  form  one  corner  of  the 
eastern  side  of  an  intended  square.  The  lease  was  for  five 
lives,  at  a  rent  of  40.s'.,  being  one  shilling  per  foot  of  frontage. 
(At  a  later  date  the  lease  was  converted  into  one  for  53  years, 
and  by  another  alteration,  in  f  732,  all  the  leases  were  made 
renewable  every  14  years  in  perpetuity,  on  payment  ateacli 
renewal  of  one  year's  rack-rent.)  The  second  a]:)])licant  for 
ground  was  James  Hollidge,  one  of  the  Sheriffs,  and  after- 
Avards  Mayor,  who  t(jok  three  sites  on  the  east  side  of  the 
square.  The  Bowling  Green  covered  part  of  this  ground, 
and  Hollidge  paid  £l(X)  for  the  "house  of  entertainment  " 
erected  there  for  the  players.  He  subsequentl}^  Imilt  several 
houses  on  the  siuTtli  side.     Amongst  the  next  lessees  were 
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some  leading  mercliants— Jolni  Day,  Josej)!!  Earle,  Abraham 
Elton,  Nathaniel  Day  and  AVoodes  Rogers.  The  last-nametl 
l)ecame  afterwards  famous  for  his  privateering  voyage  round 
tlie  world. 

Disabled  by  pecuniary  difficulties  from  reconstructing  the 
Council  House,  the  Chamber,  in  October,  1(J99,  ordered  that 
the  building  should  l)e  ''  amended  and  repaired."  The 
resolution  was  never  acted  upon,  and  it  must  haye  been 
tivident  that  nothing  short  of  demolition  would  eliectually 
remed}^  the  discomforts  so  long  endured.  See  Annals  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century,  p.  r)9. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  j(jurney  to  Londcm  taken 
by  each  successive  Mayor  for  the  ])urpose  of  being  sworn  in, 
entailing  a  yearly  outlay  of  £30.  The  Recorder,  Serjeant 
Powlett,  residing  within  easy  distance  iti  Monmouthshire, 
tlie  Council  from  motives  of  economy  invited  liim  to  Bristol 
to  tender  the  oaths,  which  he  was  legally  entitled  to  do; 
and  in  October,  when  he  liad  thrice  complied,  lie  was  voted 
£20  for  his  trouble. 

The  Jacobite  principles  cherished  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
disabled  him  from  rendering  those  services  at  Court  whi(di 
were  always  expected  from  a  Lord  High  Steward,  and  his 
official  coniiection  with  the  city  seems  to  have  been  ignored 
for  some  years.  At  AVhitsuntide,  ]r)97_,  hoAvever,  the 
Corporation  were  lucky  enough  to  obtain  two  butts  of 
sherry  as  prisage,  wJien  tliree-fourths  of  this  windfall 
aijpear  to  liave  been  despatched  to  the  Duke.  And  in 
December,  1G99,  the  Council  gave  orders  that  a  gross  of  the 
best  sherry  should  be  sent  to  his  grace  '•  in  lieu  of  all  arrears 
of  salary.''  A  gift  of  wine  was  also  made  on  that  occasion 
to  the  n"iembers  of  Parliament  for  the  city,  the  total  outlay 
being  A,'.'U). 

In  the  Parliamentary  session  of  1(;99-17(H).  the  Corpora- 
tion made  an  apparent  effort  to  fuHil  their  functions  by 
seeking  powers  "'for  cleansing,  paving  and  enlightening 
the  streets  "  of  the  city.  No  information  as  to  tlie  framing 
of  the  scheme  is  to  be  "found  in  the  civic  minute-books,  but 
an  examination  of  the  clauses  of  the  Act  clearly  demon- 
strates that  the  real  object  aimed  at  was  to  relieve  the 
Corporation  from  all  res[)0usiljility  or  expense  in  regard 
to  street  jiolice.  The  statute  required  householders  and 
churchwardens  to  cleanse  the  thoroughfares  adjoining  their 
dwellings  and  churches  twice  a  week,  and  to  maintain  a 
scavenger  to  remove  refuse.  As  regarded  paving,  occupiers 
and  churchwardens  were  to  piteh  or  pave  one  half  of  the 
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streets  fronting  their  premises,  ])ut  tenants  were  empowered 
to  deduct  tlie  outla}'-  from  their  rent.  (No  provision  was 
made  for  thoroughfares  tliat  Jiad  houses  only  on  one  side. 
Tlie  Horse  Fair,  from  tliis  cause,  soon  became  '•  very 
foundrous  and  ruinous,"  and  the  Council  were  forced  to 
vote  £15  for  its  repair.)  Tlie  civic  rulers  did  not  at  first 
propose  to  interfere  with  the  existing  system  of  lighting, 
b}^  which  a  few  hundred  candles  were  exhibited  until  nine 
o'clock  at  night ;  but  on  second  thoughts  additional  clauses 
were  introduced  during  the  progress  of  the  Bill,  one  of 
which  enacted  that  houseliolders  paying  twopence  or  more 
weekly  as  poor  ]-ate  should,  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady  Day, 
set  out  candles,  in  lanterns,  nightly  from  dusk  to  midnight, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  2.  for  each  default.  If  the  house- 
holders of  an}'-  parish  chose  to  carr}^  out  this  lighting 
arrangement  by  means  of  a  rate,  they  were  em])owere(l  to  do 
so,  but  the  Council  dischiimed  all  responsibility  in  the 
matter.  It  will  be  seen  tliat  the  streets  were  to  remain  in 
utter  darkness  at  night  for  six  months  in  every  year.  The 
Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent  in  March,  1700,  but  its  pro- 
visions did  not  come  into  operation  until  January,  1701. 
In  the  meantime,  the  Corpuration  made  the  customary  grant 
of  £1  4,9.  for  two  lights — at  the  Qua}^  and  Blind  Gate- 
then  its  ^only  effort  to  lessen  the  nightly  perils  of  wayfarers, 
the  lamp  at  the  Council  House  having  beeri  discontinued. 
The  new  Act  further  empowered  the  civic  body  to  levy 
fines  on  glass-makers,  copper-smelters,  and  others,  for  throw- 
ing refuse  into  the  two  rivers,  which,  says  tlie  preamble  of 
the  statute,  were  the  receptacles  of  most  of  the  ashes  and 
filth  of  the  city.     The  cost  of  obtaining  the  Act  was  £121. 

The  Council,  in  January,  1700,  resolved  on  relieving  the 
treasurer  of  Queen  Elizalteth's  Hospital  ol  the  duty  of 
supervising  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  the  boys,  and 
made  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Cobb,  the  schoolmaster,  under 
which  the  thirty-six  lads  were  ''  farmed  "  to  the  latter  at 
£'J  i3.s*.  4d.  per  head  yearly,  for  which  they  were  to  be  fed, 
clothed,  and  educated.  The  master  received  no  salary  under 
this  arrangement,  and  he  had  also  to  pay  the  wages  of  three 
female  servants.  As  I\rr.  Colston  ]n-ovided  £70  a  year  for 
the  maintenance  of  six  boys,  Cobb's  bargain  was  evidently 
a  very  good  one  for  his  emplo3^ers.  In  compensation,  the 
Council  allowed  the  master  a  further  sum  of  £8  per  annum 
for  collecting  the  rents  of  the  (dlarit3^  not  merely  in  the 
city,  but  from  numerous  tenants  at  Congresbury  and 
Yatton — an  occupation  somewhat  incompatible  with  atten- 
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tion  to  his  proper  duties.  It  is  not  surprising  to  find 
indications  that  the  scale  of  education  in  the  school  had 
sunk  below  tlie  original  standanL  A  weekly  visitation  hy 
members  of  the  Council  was  oi'dered,  to  see  that  the  bo^'s 
were  properly  treated,  and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  made 
an  annual  inspection,  when  one  of  the  lads  sang  an  anthem, 
instead  of  delivering  an  oration,  as  in  former  times.  The 
performer,  with  each  of  the  eiglit  senior  boj's,  had  a  gift  of 
a  shilling  ;  the  others  received  threepence  each,  and  there 
was  a  distribution  of  cake  and  fruit.  The  plentiful  supply 
of  wine  sent  in  on  each  occasion  was  doubtless  consumed  by 
the  visitors.  In  December,  1700,  the  Council  increased  the 
number  of  scholars  to  forty,  and  raiserl  the  master's  allow- 
ance to  £9  10,9.  per  liead. 

Down  to  this  ])eriod,  letters  forwarded  by  post  to  Bristol 
were  dealt  witli  at  the  Post  House — namely,  the  house  at 
which  the  postboys  stabled  their  horses  ;  and  local  letters 
for  London,  and  elsewhere,  were  left  at  tlie  same  place  for 
the  next  despatch.  The  Post  House  was  for  several  years 
at  the  Dolphin  inn,  wliich  long  afterwards  gave  its  name 
to  Dolphin  Street.  Hi  ITCH)  the  Government  found  it 
desiraljh>  to  establish  an  independent  Post  Office,  and 
negotiations  were  entered  into  with  the  Corporation,  the 
result  of  which  appears  in  the  civic  Bargain  Book,  dated 
June  22nd  :-^^"  Then  agreed  by  the  surveyors  of  the  city 
lands  with  Henry  Pine,  Deputy  Postmaster,  that  he  the 
said  Henry  Pine  shall  have  hold  and  enjo}^  the  ground 
whereon  now  stands  a  shedd  having  therein  four  severall 
shopps,  scituate  in  All  Saints  Lane,  and  as  much  more 
ground  at  the  lower  end  of  the  same  sliedd  as  that  the  wliole 
ground  shall  contain  in  length  twenty  seven  foot,  and  to 
i'oniain  in  breadth  from  tlie  outside  of  the  churchyard  wall 
live  foot  and  a  half  outwanl  into  the  lane,  with  .libert}''  to 
build  upon  the  same  for  the  convenienc}''  of  a  post  office 
(viz.)  the  first  story  to  come  forth  into  the  said  lane  to  the 
extent  of  that  ground  and  no  farther,  and  tlie  second  story 
to  have  a  truss  of  18  inches  over  the  lane,  or  more,  as  the 
said  surveyors  shall  think  htt,  that  j^ersons  coming  to  the 
post  office  may  have  shelter  from  the  rain  and  stand  in  the 
■dry.  To  hold  the  same  from  Michaelmas  next  for  BU  years 
absolute,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  'dOs.  clear  of  taxes."  The 
subsequent  history  of  the  office  is  given  in  the  annals  of  the 
following  century.  The  accommodation  provided  in  the 
above  bargain,  limited  as  it  was,  doubtless  met  all  the 
requirements    of    the    time.      Only    three  mail   bags   were 
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received  from  and  despatched  to  London  weeLI}^,  and  tlie 
only  other  mails  of  which  there  is  a  record  were  those  to 
Chester  and  Exeter,  bi-weekly.  AVitli  the  exception  of  the 
intermediate  towns  on  the  three  rontes,  Bristol  letters  from 
and  to  all  parts  of  England,  as  well  as  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
were  transmitted  via  London,  often  involving  donble  post- 
age rates  and  mnch  delay.  Cirencester,  for  example,  was 
then  an  important  centre  of  the  wool  trade,  and  was  only 
about  forty  miles  distant,  yet  correspondence  had  to  travel 
upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  and  ten  days  frequently 
elapsed  between  the  despatch  of  a  letter  and  the  receipt  of 
an  answer. 

The  merciless  severity  of  the  criminal  code,  under  which 
young  children,  if  convicted  of  petty  thefts,  Avere  necessarily 
sentenced  to  death,  has  bee"  noticed  in  a  previous  page. 
As  the  carrying  out  of  such  sentences  would  have  been 
revolting  to  public  feeling,  it  became  the  practice 
after  every  assizes  to  draw  up  a  memorial  to  the  King,  con- 
taining the  names  of  those  thouglit  worthy  of  a  reprieve, 
and  praying  for  their  pardon.  Tlie  expense  of  such  acts  of 
grace  was,  however,  considerable,  owing  to  the  fees 
demanded  by  legal  and  Court  ofhcials.  In  June,  the  Council 
ordered  that  £14  should  be  paid  towards  the  charges  of  the 
local  jjardons  for  the  previous  two^^ears,  but  that  no  further 
grant  should  be  made  on  that  account.  The  intention  was 
obviously  to  la}''  the  burden  on  the  friends  of  the  convicts, 
but  many  had  no  friends  capable  of  meeting  the  charge,  and 
the  Corj)oration  were  frequently  comj)elled  to  intervene. 
It  is  j)rol>able  that  mauy  of  the  •'  pardoned  "  felons  were 
ultimately  transjiortcil  as  slaves  to  the  })lantations. 

The  Cmuu-il,  in  August,  voted  £1(1(1  to  Ballidl  College, 
()xt'(>rd,  towards  the  charge  of  building  chambers  for  the 
accommodation  of  exhibitioners  se]it  up  from  Bristol 
(Irammar  School  to  the  Univ<'rsity.  The  College  returned 
a  cordial  letter  of  thanks,  and  promised  to  take  every  care 
of  the  young  men,  man}'-  of  whom  were  subsequently  edu- 
cated there. 

An  odd  item  occurs  at  this  time  in  the  Chamberlain's 
accounts: — "Paid  Aldr-rman  AVallis  for  the  scarlet  cloth 
which  is  put  on  the  IMaj^or's  pew  Sundays,  £5."  The 
Mayor  attended  many  churches  in  the  course  of  his  year  of 
oflice,  and  presumably  the  emblazonment  was  carried  about 
from  one  building  to  another,  according  to  his  directions. 

In  an  age  when  business  ordinarily  began  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Corporation 
were  promoters  of  early  closing.     In  1G99  the  Council  had 
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ordained  tliat  butcliers  and  greeiigrocers  slionld  remove 
from  the  streets  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  winter  half-year 
and  at  eight  in  sumnKn*.  These  honrs  being  considered 
demoralizing,  it  was  now  ordered  that  the  dealers  in  the 
Broad  Street  market  should  depart  one  hour  earlier  in  each 
half-3^ear.  Inns  and  alehouses  were  closed  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  winter  and  ten  in  tlie  summer  months.  As  nearly 
all  the  shop  fronts  were  unprotected  with  glass  windows, 
candles  could  not  be  kept  lighted  in  windy  weather,  and 
thieves  were  offered  such  facilit}^  for  stealing  that  many 
traders  appear  to  have  closed  at  dusk. 

The  Council,  in  the  autumn,  resolved  on  reviving  the 
entertainment  of  the  judges  of  assize,  and  £'22  4.s\  were  paid 
to  Sir  Thomas  Day,  whose  "great  house  at  the  Bridge" 
was  offered  for  the  occasion  to  ]\Ir.  Justice  Powell.  The 
judge  must  have  had  an  enormous  retinue,  for  iio  lo.v.  were 
])aid  for  the  stabling  and  food  o+'  his  horses.  Looking  about 
for  funds  to  meet  these  and  other  expenses,  the  city  rulers 
laid  for  the  last  time  a  heavy  hand  on  '•  foreigners,"  appa- 
rently more  numerous  than  ever.  Having  been  given  the 
0[)tion  of  taking  up  the  freedom  on  payment  of  fines,  or  of 
having  their  places  of  business  "shut  down,"  many  of  the 
intruders  consented  to  the  former  alternative,  and  upwards 
of  £l(i(J  was  netted  by  the  Chamberlain.  A  merchant  ]_)aicl 
a  fine  of  £35,  a  chirurgeon  £20,  a  cork-cutter  and  a  saddler 
£15  each,  d  tailor,  a  bricklayer,  and  a  stone-carver  £10 
each,  and  a  milliner  and  two  wigmakers  £.S  each.  A.  few 
tradesmen  were  more  liljerall}^  dealt  with  under  exce])ti()nal 
circumstances.  Thus  a  brushmaker  was  admitted  gratis 
because  there  was  no  other  in  the  city,  and  a  simihir  grace 
accorded  to  a  furrier  and  a  patten-ma k(,n'  was  probably  due 
to  tilt-  saiiH'  caiisc.  Tlu'ii  a  ^\•atcl^nala•r  was  ])ei"mitted  to 
open  a  shop,  and  was  ('\'eii(nally  \'otr(l  the  I'lvcdom,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  olt'ering  "a  curious  wateli  and  d'.yi^H  ])late, 
to  be  set  up  in  the  Tolzey,  and  undertaking  to  keep  same 
in  repair  during  his  life."  (This  time-piece,  still  in  excel- 
lent order,  is  now  in  the  ofHce  of  the  city  Treasurer.)  In 
November  a  curious  entry  occurs  in  the  minutes: — "There 
being  a  confederacy  between  the  cooks  now  in  the  city,  it 
is  ordered,  that  in  case  any  able  cooks  come  from  Loudon, 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  have  liberty  to  admit  them  into 
the  freedom."  As  there  is  no  further  reference  to  the 
matter,  the  "confederacy"  was  probably  broken  up;  but 
the  glaring  inconsistency  of  the  corporate  decree  with  the 
general  policy  adopted  towards'  strangers  seems  to  have 
given  a  final  blow  to  the  long-cherished  system  of  persecu- 
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tion.  In  1703,  wlien  all  the  civic  bye-laws  were  revised  b}'' 
a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  cancellino;  such  as  were  obso- 
lete or  prejudicial,  the  oixlinance  forbidding  the  intrusion 
of  "foreigners"  was  significantly  ordered  ''to  be  left  out." 

A  few  remarks  on  the  general  condition  and  polic}^  of  the 
Corporation  Avill  bring  the  annals  of  the  century  to  a  close. 
It  seems  only  too  certain  that  the  civic  body  had  deterio- 
rated during  the  period  that  has  been  under  review.     In 
the  year  ending  Michaelmas,  KjOl,  the  corporate   income 
amounted  to  onl^^  £928,  which  was  about  £3(XJ  below  the 
average  in  the  later  years  of  Elizabeth  ;  while  the  expendi- 
ture was  £690,  or  about  the  normal  amount  of  the  period. 
As  a  general  rule  tliere  was  a  considerable  surplus,  and  by 
dint  of  continuous  prudent  management  the  Council  were 
from  time  to  time  enablerl   to  add  largely  by  ]»nrchases  tu 
tlie  civic  estates.    The  Civil  AVa    necessarily  entailed  heavy 
burdens  on  the  Corporation,  but  the  liabilities  thus  incurred 
might  have  been  cleared  oif  if  the  large  receipts  flowing 
from  the  Castle  Precincts  anrl  new  King  Street  had  been 
devoted  to  that  jmrjiose.     At  the  Restoration,  however,  the 
economy  of  the  Puritan  age  became  as  distasteful  to  the 
]?.oyalist  Council   as  its  political   sentiments,  and    chronic 
recklessness    and    extravagance    brtjught    about   their'  cus- 
tomary results.     In  the  ten  3'ears  ending  1700,  tlio  average 
yearly  income  had  increased  to  about  £3,U(Ky,  l)ut  although 
all  the  charges  for  police,  paving,  lighting,  and  other  muni- 
cipal services  were  repudiated,  tlie  expenditure  was  greater 
than  the  receipts.     Property  to  the  value  of  about  £<S,rHK) 
had  been  disposed  of,  yet  the  Corporation,  at  the  end  of  the 
I'cntury,  Were  bnrdenetl  with  a  dfbt  of  over  £l<),0lH),  and 
had  moreover  to  pay  about  £190  yearly  to  various  charities, 
the  original  cai)ital  represented  by  that  sum—about  £3,800 
— having  in  some  way  disap])eared.     The  effect  of  monetary 
troubles  on  civic  morality  is  eloij^uently  attested  by  one  of 
the  latest  entries  in  the  minute-book  of  the  year,  "  Pressed 
by  clamorous  creditors,  the  Council  thought  proper  to  make 
a  raid  on  the  funds  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Hospital.      The 
sum  of  £700  had  been  borrowed  from  the  Hos])ital  in  1(582, 
and  £(].3t)  had  biH'ome  due  for  eighteen  years'  interest  on  the 
loan.     But  the  Chamber,  reviving  the  old  fiction  of  a  debt 
due  from  the  charity — of  which  nothing  had  been  said  for 
ninety-four  years,  and  which,  if  a  fact,  would  have  justifie/l 
the  a])pro])riation  of  the  £7(K)  as  a  repayment  on  account — 
repudiated  payment  of  the  interest,  and  coolly  alleged  that 
such  repudiation   was   "done  with  very  great  equity  and 
good  conscience." 
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CATHEDRAL    AND    CIVIC    DIGNITARIES. 

BISHOPS, 

WnU    DATK    OV    CONSECUATION. 

The  see  was  vacant  from  1593  to  1G08. 
1G()3  August.     John  Thornborough,  translated  to  Worcester,  1G17. 
I(jl7  December.     Nicholas  Felton,  translated  to  Ely,  1G18. 
IGl!)  May.     Rowland  Searchtield,  died  October  11,  1G22. 
1(3-23  March.     Robert  Wright,  translated  to  Liclilield,  1G33. 
1633  February,     (jieorge  Coke,  translated  to  Hereford,  1G3G. 
1G37  January.     Robert  Skinner,  translated  to  Oxford,  1G41. 
1G42  June.     Thomas  Wt-stfield,  died  June  25,  IGli. 
1()J5  April.     Thomas  Howell,  died  1G46. 
1G()1  January.     Gilbert  Ironside,  died  September  19,  1671. 
1G72  February,     Guy  Carleton,  translated  to  Chichester,  1679. 
1G79  February.     William  Gulston,  died  April  4,  168-1. 
1{)8-I  August.     John  Lake,  translated  to  Chichester,  1685. 
1685  November.     Sir  Jonathan  Trelawny,  Bt.,  translated  to  Exeter,  1689. 
1689  October.     Gilbert  Ironside,  translated  to  Hereford,  1691. 
1691  August.     John  Hall,  died  February  4,  1710. 

DEANS. 

1598  March.     Simon  Robson,  died  Juiif,  1617. 

1617  June.     Etlward  Chetwynd,  died  May  13,  1639. 

1639  June.     Matthew  Nicholls,  resigned,  1660. 

1660  July.     Henry  Ghanliam,  appointed  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  1667. 

1667  May.     Richard  Towgood,  died  Ajiril  23,  1()83. 

1683  May.     Samuel  Grossman,  died  February  4,  1684. 

1684  May.  Ricliard  Th(mipson,  died  November  29,  1685. 
168(i  January.  William  Levett,  died  February  11,  1694. 
1694  March,:    George  Royse,  died  April,  1708. 

MAYORS   AND   SHERIFFS. 

(The  civic  dignitaries,  under  the  old  charters,  entered  upon  office  on 
September  29th.) 

Mayors.  Sheku-fs. 

1600  John  Hopkins,  merchant  John  Boulton,  Thomas  Hopkins 

Itiltl  William  Vawer,  cardmuker  William  Hopkins,  Johu  Fowens 

1602  R'alph  llorttf,  groc<'r  John  Aklworth,  Thomas  Farmer 

1603  John  Whitson,  mcnhant  William  Barnes,  Gey|)rge  Richard.s 
160-4  Christ.  Kedguin,  grocer  William  Cole,  George  Harrington 
1605  Thomas  James,  nu'rchant  John  Rowberowe,  John  Guy 
16(j6  John  Barker,  merchant ;  Rich-  Thomas  Packer,  John  Doughty 

aril  Smith,*  tanner 

16(17  Matthew  Haviland,  merchant  Rob(u-t  Rogers,  Arthur  Needes 

1608  John  Butcher,  draper  Tiiomas  Moore,  William  Young 

1609  Robert  Aldworth,  mercliant  Thomas  Aldw(U'th,  Wm.  Challoner 
16J(J  John  Eaglesfield,  mercer  Thomas  AVhitehead,  William  Pytte 

1611  William  Gary,  draper  William  Biirrus,  Henry  Gibbes    ^ 

1612  Abel  Kitchen,  merchant  Christopher  Car^',  Jolm  Barker    ?  51 
1()13  Francis  Knight  Christopher  Whitson,JohnGonning 
1614  Thomas  James,  merchant  John  Laugton,  Humijhrey  Hooke 
l(il5  John  AVhitson,  merchant  WilliamBaldwyue,  John  Tcjmlinson 

*  See  page  33. 
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ArAYdRS. 

1616  Thomas  Farmer 

1617  G('Oi-o;e  Harrington,  In-cwer 

1618  John  Gny,  mfrcliant 

1619  Thomas  JPack.-r 

1620  John  Doughty,  mercer 

1621  Robert  Rogers,  soapmaker 

1622  William  Yonng,  draper 

1623  William  Pitt,  draper 

1624  Henry  Gibbes,  brewer 


1625 
1626 
1627 
1()28 
l(i29 
1630 
1631 
1632 
1633 
1634 
1635 
](i36 
1637 

1638 
1639 
164f» 
1641 
1642 
1643 
1644 
1645 

1646 
1H47 
1648 
1649 
1650 
1651 
1652 
1653 
H)54 
1655 
11)56 
1657 
1658 
1659 
l(>(iO 
l(i6l 
l(i(i2 

KiGB 
1664 
1665 
1666 


John  Barker,  merchant 
Chris.  Wliitson,  sugar  refiner 
John  rk)nning,  merchant 
John  Langton,  merchant 
Humphrey  Hooke,  merchant 
John  Tomlinson,  merchant 
Henry  Yate,  soapmaker 
Heniy  Hobson,  innkeeper 
Matthew  Warren,  clothier 
Andrew  Charlton,  merchant 
Rich.  Hoi  worth}',  merchant 
Richard  Long,  merchant 
William  Jones,  grocer 

Ezekiel  Wallis,  dra)>er 
George  Knight,  drai)er 
John  Taylor,  merchan 
John   Jjock,  merchant 
Richard  Aldworth,  mercer 
Humph.  Hooke,  merchant 
Alex.  James,  merchant 
Fran'(;is  Creswick,  merchant  i 

■fohn  Conning,*  merchant 
Richard  Vickris,  merchant 
(labriel  Sherman,  merchant 
William  Cann,  merchant 
]\H]es  Jackson,  merchant 
Hugh  Browne,  merchant 
Jos.  Jackson,  merchant 
Henry  <  i  ibhes,  draper 
Georgia  Hellier,  ironmonger 
John  Conning,  merchant 
Walter  I)eyt)s,  merchant 
Riciiard  Balman,  bi'ewer 
Arthur  I'^armer,  bi-ewer 
Walter  Sandy,  ironmonger 
Edward  Tyson,  merchant 
Henry  (-I'eswic  k,  merchant 
Nathaniel  Cale,  chandler 
Sir    Robt.   Cann,    15art.,    mer- 
chant 
Sir  Jolm  Knight  (T.),  merchant 
John  Eawford,  grocer 
J<ihn  AVilloughby,  merchant 
(Sir)  Tlios.  Langton,  merchant 


ShkuiI'-fr. 
Henry  Y'ate,  Henry  Hobson 
Matthew  Warren,  William  Turner 
Thomas  Cecill,  Thomas  Wrigiit 
Wm.  Lyssett,  Humphrey  Browu(; 
Andrew  Charlton,  Peter  Miller 
Richard  Holworthy,  Richard  Long 
Edward  Coxe,  William  Jmies 
Oliver  Snell,  Ezekiel  Wallis 
Wm.  Pitt,  jun.  (died),  Nath.   But- 
cher, Thos.  Clements 
George  Knight,  John  Taylor 
John  Lock,  Walter  Ellis' 
Richard  Plea,  Richard  Aldworth 
Alex.  James,  Francis  Creswick 
(Jiles  Elbridge,  Thomas  Colston 
Derrick  I^oijlej^,  Gabriel  Sherman 
John  Conning,  jun..  Miles  Jai  ks(jn 
Thomas  Jackson,  Wm.  Fitzherbert 
Robert  Elliot,  Thomas  Lloyd 
John  Langton,  Thomas  Hooke 
AVilliam  Cann,  William  Hobsim 
]{ichard  Vickris,  Thos.  Woodward 
Edw.     Peters    (died),    ^\'m.     Wyat, 

Ab.  Edwards 
Luke  Hodges,  George  Hellier 
Matthew  'V^'arren,  \\'alter  Deyos 
Henry  GiblH's,  Edward  Pitt 
Richaid   Bahiian,  liobert  Yeamans 
Joseph  Jackson,  Hugh  Browne 
IFenry  Creswick,  William  Colston 
Nathaniel  (^ale,  William  Bevan 
John  Young,  Walter  Stevens 

Walter  Sandy,  Edward  Tyson 
Arthur  Farmer,  George  White 
Rc)bert  Challoner,  Robert  Yate 
AVilliam  Dale,  William  Yeamans 
James  Croft,  George;  Hart 
(leorge  Tjane,  J{obert  Cann 
Thos.  A moi'v,  Jonathan  Blackwell 
John  Pope,  Thomas  15ubl> 
John  Lawford,  (Hii  istopher  <irilHth 
Thomas  Harris,  .fohn   liowen 
Robei't  Vickris,  John  Hari)er 
John  Willoiighby,  Henry  Appleton 
Edward  Morgan,  Nehemiah  (Joliins 
Francis  (ileed,  Timothy  Parker 
Riidiard  Tireg.son,  Thomas  Langton 
Thomas  Stevens,  John  Hickes 
John  Wright,  Robert  Yeamans 

John  Bradway,  Richard  Streamer 
■Tohn  Knight,  jun.,  Ralj)!)  Ollitl'e 
William  Crabb,  Richard  Crumiie 
John  Lloyd,  Josi'ph  ('reswick 


*  See  page  294. 


MAYORS    AND    SHERIFFS. 


]\Iavii1(s. 
l(J(j7  Edwanl  ^VLorgaii',  upholster 

l(i()8  Thonias  Stftvcus,  <:,ro(HU' 
KW)  SirKobt.  Yeaiaaus,  Br. 
liiTO  J<iliii     Kuiglit     (juii.j,     sdgar 

haktT 
l()7l  John  Hickes,  uicrcpr 
Uu'2  (Miris.  (TviHithc,  iiiercliaut 
1U73  Iticliard  Streainer,  uu-vcliaut 


ir,74 
LU75 
l(i7(i 
l(i77 

lii7H 
l(i7!) 
J(iSO 
I()<S1 
1(W2 
KiSH 

KiHl 
Hi85 
Ki.SU 

l(iS7 

I_(i88 

ItiSlI 
J<i!KJ 
l(i!Jl 
l()f)2 

iiiita 

hi!),') 


Ralph  Olliffe,  iiuikoi^por 
Sir  Kobert  Canu,  Bart. 
AVilliam  (Jrabb,  inerchant 
(Sir)  llicliard  (!ruinpe,  ciiaml- 

(Sii-)  John  Lloyd,  brewi'r 
.Jost'pli  Croswick,  int'rchaiit 
(Sir)  Richard  Hart,  merchant 
(Sir)  Thos.  Earle,  lucrchaut 
Thoinas  Estou,  uicrcbant 
Ralph      Ollitb',      (Sir)       Win. 

(Jhitterbuck*- 
(Sir)  Will.  Hayman,  merchant 
Abraham  Sami(lers,?joa])mak(')' 
Win.  Swymmer,  merchant 
(Jlichard  Lane, -[•  snyar  baker 
(Thomas  Day,  mercha-  b 
(William  .lack.soii,  merchant 
(William  Jackson 
Arthur  Hart,  merchant 
Sir  John  Knight  (II.) 
Jiiclmrd  Lane 

P^timond  Arundell,  merchant 
Robert  Yate,  nKU'chant 
(Si)')  Thomas  Day 
Samu(d  Wall  is,  ir(mmonger 
John  Mine,  su>i,'ar  baker 


1097  John  Bubb,  draper 
ItlDS  John  Bhu-kwi'll,  vintner 
ItiDl)  John  Bacheler,  draper 
17(IU  (Sir)  Wm.  Daiiii's,  mendiant 


SllKIilKKS. 

Hy.  rjourrh,  John  Aldworth  (died), 

Wm.  AVillett 
Hum.  Little,  Rich.  Hart 
(Miarles  Powell,  Edward  Hurne 
Thomas  Da}',  Thomas  Eston 

Richard  Stubbs,  Thomas  Earhs 

Edward  Young,  Jolin  (Jooke 

John  Cecil,  Jt)hn  Dynier  (died),  Wn^. 

Hasell 
Samuel  Wharton,  Edward  Feildiug 
Charles  AVilliams,  George  Lane 
Hi'iiry  Cleson,  Henry  jNferret 
William  Donning,  Jolm  AIooi'c 

AVm.  Jackson,  Wm.  (Jiutterbuck 
Wm.  Hayman,  Wm.  Swymmer 
Abraham  Saunders,  Arthur  Hart 
JlichiL  Lane,  (Sir)  Jtdin  Knight  (H.) 
( ieorge  Hart,  .lohn  (Jombes 
Xathaniel  Dri  vnr,  Edmond  Arundell 

Ciles  Alerricke,  James  Twyford 
William  Merricke,  Robert  Yate 
(Ieorge  Alorgan,  Edward  Tocknell 
.fohn  Sandfoi'd,  Samuel  Wallisf 
Thomas  Saunders,  John  Hine 
Thomas  Liston,  Josepli  Jackson^ 
Thomas  Cole,  Cie<n'ge  White 
.lohn  Bubb,  .John  Blackwell 
Robert  Dowding,  .John  Yeamans 
.loliu  Jiradway,  William  Opie 
■  James  Pope,  Henry  Combe 
Marmaduke  Bowdler,  John  Ba<dielcr 
John  JIawkins,  (Sir)  Wm.  Daines 
AVilliam  Lewis,  William  French 
I'eter     Saunders,     Francis      Whit- 
church 
Nathaniel  Daj',  John  Day 
<  M'orge  Stephi-us,  Jolin  Swymn\er 
William  Whitheatl,  James  Ifollidge 
lioliert  Bownde,  Iri,aac  Davies 


*  See  pag.^   119. 


t   See  ))age  IKi. 


See  page  450. 
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THE    AXNALS    OF    BKISTOL. 


MASTEES   OF    THE    SOCIETY    OF    MEECHANT    YENTUEEES. 


(Compiled  bj'  Mr.  CI.  H.   Poi-k,   Treasxirer. 

Couucillors.) 

1605  John  Hopkins,  Aid. 

irm  John  AVlutson,  M.P.,  Aid. 

1G07  Thomas  James,  ]\1.P.,  Aid. 

1608  Matthew  Haviland,  C,  Aid. 

1609  Eobert  Aldwui-ni,  Mayor 

1610  Abel  Kitchen,  C. 

1611  John  Whit.son,  Aid. 

1612  Eobert  Aldworth,  C. 

1613  Matthew  Haviland,  Aid. 

1614  John  Aid wortli,  C. 

1615  Thomas  James,  Aid. 

1616  Matthew  Haviland,  Aid. 

1617  John  Barker,  C. 

1618  John  Bark.-r,  C. 
161!)  Jolm  rionning-,  C. 
1()20  John  Langton,  C. 

1621  Hnmphr.'y  Huoke,  C. 

1622  John  (luy,  Aid. 

1623  John  Donj::hty,  Aid. 
1621  William  Pitt,  Aid. 
1625  Eobert  Aldwoi'th,  Aid. 
162(j  John  Barker,  C. 
1627  John  Tomlinson,  C. 
162S  Thomas  Wri<,'lit,  0. 
1()29  Humphn;y  Bro«  .e,  C. 

1630  Humphrey  Hooke,  C. 

1631  Jlumphrey  Hook(!,  C,  Aid. 

1632  Hum]ihrey  Hooke,  Aid. 

1633  Hiinqjlirey  Hooke,  Aid. 

1634  Humpliri;y  Hooke,  Aid. 

1635  Eichard  Hoi  worthy,  IMayor 


1636  Eichanl  Long,  Ma3'or 

1637  Eichard  Louj?,  Aid. 
1()38  Humphrey  Hooke,  Aid. 
1630  An.lrew  (Minrlton,  Aid. 
16  10  .lolm  (ionnin^,  Aid. 
Iiill    William  Jours,  Al.l. 
1612  Alc.xauilfr  .laiiies,  C 
161;$    l-'raneis  Cri'swick,  C,  Aid. 
1644  Thomas  tJ.jlston,  C,  Aid. 
1615  William  Cann,  0. 

1646  Huj:;h  Browne,  Aid. 

1647  Joseph  Jaek.son,  Aid. 

1648  Eichard  Vickris,  Aid. 
1640  Hu-h  Hrowne,  Aid.,  Mayor 
1650  Miles  .lacksou,  Aid. 

1<)51  Hugh  Browne,  Aid. 

1652  Hugh  Browne,  Aid. 

1653  Joseph  Jackson,  Aid. 


1654 
1655 
1656 
1657 
1658 
1659 
16(j0 
1661 
1662 
1663 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1(;74 
11)75 
167(i 
1677 
1(J78 

1679 
1()80 
1681 
1682 
1(^83 

l(i84 
1()85 
16S(; 

1()87 
1688 
l(i89 
1690 
1691 
bi92 
l(i93 
1694 
11395 
1696 
li>97 
1698 
1699 
1700 


"Aid."  are  Aldermen;  "C," 

Joseph  Jackson,  Aid. 

Joseph  Jackson,  Aid. 

Eobert  Yate,  C. 

William  Yeamans,  C. 

Eobert  Cann,  C 

John  Bowen,  C. 

Henry  Creswick,  Mayor,  Aid. 

Henry  Creswick,  Aid. 

(.Sir)  Eobert  Yi-amans,  C. 

Sir  John  Knight  (I.),  Mayor 

Thomas  Langton,  Aid. 

John  Willoughb}'-,  ISIayor 

John  Knight  (jnu.),  C. 

Walter  Tockm-ll 

Walter  Tockuell 

Eobert  Vickris,  C. 

AVilliam  Willett,  C. 

Shershaw  Cary 

Eii'hard  Stieanier,  Aid., Mayor 

Tliomas  Earle,  C. 

William  Lysous,  C. 

Eichard  Hart,  C 

Eichard  Hart,  C. 

Ceurge  Lane,  C 

a.  Lane,  C.  (died),  Wm.  Hay- 
man,  C. 

William  Hayman,  ShtM'iff 

William  Jackson,  C. 

Thomas  Eston,  ('.,  Mayor 

Williaiii  Merricke,  C. 

(Sir)  Wm.Clutterbuck, Mayor,. 
Aid. 

Eichard  Lane,  C. 

Edward  Tockuell,  C. 

Edwaril  Tockuell,  C. 

William  Donning,  C. 

Arthur  Hurl,  C,  ^Ia3'or 

Giles  MeiTicke,  C. 

William  Swyuimer,  C. 

John  Cooke,  Chamberlain 

E.)b(>rt  Yate,  C. 

Eobert  Yate,  Maj'or 

Samuel  Prit'e 

Samuel  Price 

Peter  Saumlers,  C. 

Peter  Saunders,  (1 

Sir  William  Daine.s,  C. 

Sir  Wm.  Daines,  C,  Mayor 

James  Hollid-re    ■ 


;i.'-i 
''::i 


'■ii 


index: 


Abbot's  Lei.(li,  Cliarlcs  II.  at,  231. 
Admiralty  Oourt,  VSH,  4()U. 
Afrii^au   trade,  iiiouopol^',  121,  308, 

475,  IHI. 
Aklei'skey  Laiif^,  88. 
Aid  worth,    Robert,    sugar    rdiuer, 

•1-i,  481;  his  due ks,  88;   liiehard. 

M.P.,  185,208,  211,  21U,  22(J,  235: 

Robm-t,    M.r.,  25U,  2G8,  281,  285. 

289,  297,  299,  373. 
Alehou-ses,     83;     iinlicensed,     287; 

(jualificatiou  of  tenants,  359.     ,'^ec 

Eei-r. 
A  le  tasters,  81. 

Algeriue  eorsairs,  see  Pirates. 
Almshonses,  Foster's,  4(j ;  "\Vhite'.s, 

47;     Merchants",    143,    473;     St. 

Mcholas',  237  ;  Stevens',  393  ;  Col- 
ston's, 457 ;  Quakers',  485. 
Anieiiea,  exploring  and  colonizing, 

19,  27,  38,  07,  72,  147,  317,   405'; 

emigration  to,  110,  405;  kidun])- 

])ing    for,   250;    extensive    trad.' 

with,  331,  47(.). 
Anehoi-nge  tines,  17,  3ii5. 
Angel  (lahriel,  privateer,  99. 
Anne  of  IJenniark,  (^ueeu,  visit  of, 

48;  her  Bristol  iilayers,  50. 
Anne,  Princess  (Queen),  448. 
Anne's,  St.,  in  the  "Wood,  413. 
A])prentices,  laws  as  to,  2,40,420; 

riotous,  290,  353. 
Archery,  101,  289. 
Arctic  exi»editiou,  110. 
Arlington,  Lord,  gift  to,  349. 
Ai'mour,  civic,  10,  70. 
Arundel,  Earl  of,  gifts  to,  70,  115: 

79. 
Ashburnham,  Lord,  185. 
Atkyns,    Sir    Ilobert,   312-13,    378, 

385,   400;   charged  -with  I'ioting, 

401-3. 
Attorneys,  local,  (J7,  275,  457. 


Augustine's,  St.,  sec  Cireat  House. 

Avon,  perils  of  the,  43,  110;  nui- 
sances, 492.     -See  Pill. 

Avon  navigation,  ]daus,  71,  208, 
484. 


Baber,  William,  119,  298. 
Baiz<.'-niaking,  40. 
Bakers'  Conijtany,  22;  revolt  of,  58; 
I'estrictions  on,  59,  443. 

Balli<d  College,  grant  to,  494. 

Ballot,  voting  l)y,  231,  290. 

Bankei',  early,  395. 

Baptists,  rise  of  the,  239.  -See  Dis- 
senters. 

Baptist  Mills,  239. 

Barber  Surgeons'  Company,  239, 
357. 

Baige,  cor])iiration,  282. 

Barker,  John,  ]\layor,  deatli  of,  33; 
•John,  M.P.,  85,  ItH  ;  his  protest 
against  oppre.'^sion,  130. 

BaiTisters"  fees,  124. 

Barthuloiuew's,  liSt.,  Hospital,  37, 
227,  40 1. 

Bath,  Corporation  of,  71,  341,  181. 

I5athavon  fen-y,  233. 

Bavlie.  Francis,  shipbuilder,  217, 
340,  319. 

Hi'ar-baiting,  5. 

Beaufort,  Duke  of,   see    "Worcester, 

.   Mai-quis  of,  and  Carolina. 

Beauty  spots,  ladies',  ISXi. 

|jedlo(.^,  AVilliam,  infamv  of,  380, 
395. 

Bedminster,  manor  of,  2() ;  village 
burnt,  197,  244  ;  road  to,  2()9. 

Beer,  price  of,  45,  83,  91.  iScc  Ale- 
houses. 

Bell-ringers,  St.  Stephen's,  74. 

Bells,  lloyalist  demand  for  citj', 
185;  tolling,  138. 


Ml 
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INDEX. 


"  Benevolences,"  rovn],  18,  51,  5  S, 
18'J. 

Berkeley,  Sir  Manricc,  '21(). 

Beriy,  Richard,  4(j!). 

Bickliam,  Ilicliard,  IB  I.  4i37. 

liislioi),  Capt.  Geo.,  250,  2(i0,  81!*, 
M[>. 

Bishops,  list  of.  497;  J.  Tiioni- 
horoTigli,  BO  ;  li.  Seairlifie-kl,  75  : 
II.  Wright,  81.  110,  124  ;  G.  Cok.-, 
124  ;  il.  Skiniu-i-,  145;  T.  HoAveJI. 
211:  G.  Ironside,  855,  301;  G. 
Carleton,  3(i0, 3()(l,  378, 385, 380 ;  W. 
G  on  1st  on,  390,  405:  .1.  LnU',  428  : 
Sir  J.  Trelawn.v,  428,  420,  440. 
444,  450,  452,  454  :  G.  Ironside-, 
454. 

Bisliopric,  poverty  (if  tlic,  301,300. 

'  441. 

Bishops'  Palaet'  sold,  212;  discom- 
fort of,  300. 

BlackM-eil,  Jonatlian.  204,  352. 

Blake,  General  ami  Admiral,  178, 
241. 

Bloody  Assize,  the.  431-7. 

Bone-houses,  ]:arish.  409. 

Bonnv,  William,  iirinter,  471,  471, 
479!^  483. 

Books,  chains  for.  52. 

Book.stdlcr,  tiist,  72. 

Bovmdarif.s'  jjeramhiilatcd,  29,  214, 
295,  4!  10.     . 

BoAvcher,  (Jeorge,  52,  1 13,  171  ;  e.\e- 
cuted,  175;  Mr.^.,  54;  ]Mrs.,']75; 
John,  215;  faniilv.  298. 

Bowling  Greens,  42,  272,  39(i,  490. 

Branding  of  felons,  4S(). 

Brandon  Hill,  windmill  on,  92: 
Fort,  102,  170. 

Brass  idllnrs.  50,  01,  J2(i,  219. 

Brayne,  Henry,  351). 

Bi-ead  of  the  jnior,  3,  34.  4.S0,  488; 
eonntry,  22,  58,  5!);  j.rice  of,  230, 
3()5,  48(). 

BrcAvers  oiipicssed  hy  ('row  n,  122. 

Bride  Lnildings,  early,  490. 

BridfAvell,  72,84,  320,  440. 

Bridge,  Bristol,  33,  210:  Chai.cd  on, 
224;  (see  Great  Houses) ;  Net;dle.>-s, 
270;  ra.stle,  284,  375. 

Bridges,  .Sir  Thomas,  230,  323,  308. 

Bri.'^lington  Heal  li,  (Jl. 

liristol,  in  1001, 1  ;  ];o],nlation,2, 34  ; 
rateahle  A'alue,  3.02,  407;  the 
Queen's  Chanibi'r,  51!,  90;  eulo- 
gised by  prelates,  112,  125;  de- 
s<ribed  'l)V  visitors,  129,  338,  3  IH, 
3.50  ;  "  Milk,"  129,  320,  348  ;  sieges, 
177-181,   197-203;   under  martial 


laAv,  429,  437;  jilans  and  view  of. 

248,  301;  idiom,  415. 
Bristol  diamonds,  130,  250. 
Bristol  Drollery,  307. 
]:iristol  Ho]je  eolony,  08. 
Bristol,  John,  Eail  of,  87. 
Brushmaker,  first,  495. 
Bubb,  John,  443,  455. 
Bull-baiting,  485. 
J5ut(dier  family,  see  Hnwcdier. 
Bntidieis,  eountr\',  40  ;   in  Lent,  53, 

HO. 
Butter,  cix'ie  ti-ansaet  ions  in,(i5,  70, 

85,  94,  102.  149.  214,  300;   nmno- 

l)olv.  70,  13(i,  119,  212,  210;  i-riee 

of.  11,  1.50,221. 


Cable,  :\Iatthew,  57. 

("age  for  vagrants.  13  :  foi'  tlie  un- 
ruly, 470;  at  Lawford's  Gate.'Jls. 

Gale.Nath.,  1.52,  290,  297,  310,' 323, 
327-8. 

Calf-skin  h^athei'  mono].o|y,  14,  55, 
150,  242. 

CalloAvhill.  Chri.s.,  90;  Thomas,  472, 
475,  480,  482. 

Canada  trade  monopoly,  121. 

Cann.  AVilliam,  155,  182,  225;  (Sir) 
Bohert,  i\I.P.,  222,  223,  310,  312. 
319.  321,  350,  372,  373,  377,  3S1  ; 
his  ontbi-eak  in  ]-*arliament.  391 ; 
4(J5,421,]2I,13(iC-^);  Sii'  William, 
319,  380. 

Canons'  Jlar.sh,  49,  309;  Little 
Marsh,  390. 

r'ardift  iron.  92. 

Carleton,  Hishop,  300.  3(i9,  37s,  i'S5, 
3S9. 

( 'aiolina,  colony  of,  317. 

( "arpenters"  Comi)a(|iy,  34t). 

Cariifts  for  tables,  04. 

Carr,  John,  nee  Queen  Klizabeths 
Hospital. 

Carts  prohibited,  5K,  21  1,  230,  3IS. 

Cai'y,ShershaAv,  330  :  John,  417,  471  ; 
iiis  Essay'  on  Tratle,  474;  on 
pau]jerism,  479,  482,  488. 

Ca.sbeard,  John,  318. 

Castle,  Bristol,  in  ruins,  43,  130;  an 
Alsatia,  43,  9.0;  eiAit-  ellbits  to 
puidiase,  43 ;  ].ui'idiased.  113 ; 
jireeincts  united  to  city,  90;  ]\[ili- 
tary  House  in,  114,  258,  2(j7  ;  re- 
tort iiitd,  159,  101 ;  ]>lunder(d,  ISI  ; 
vietualhd,  195;  i-ejitals  lost  liy 
A\ ai',  237;  kee])  demolishei.1,  257: 
ohai;id  in,  2Ij7  ;  j)id2:ert\'  sold.. 
441. 
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Castle  Gcates,  284;  bridges,  284,  375. 
(y.istle  Street  laid  out,  258,  27ti. 
Cathedral,    corporate    seats    iii,   29, 
84,   128,  221,  444;  state  of,  127; 
during-  Civil  War,  207,  212,  221, 
2<>J  ;  ct)r]j<irat(^  iJi-eteusions  in, 1589  ; 
new  nrgaii,  414;  a  model  oi'ganist, 
414. 
Catherine,  Queen,  visits  of,  819, 380. 
(Jatlierine's,  St.,  Ilospital,  329. 
Ce(il],  Thomas,  bribed,  79;  unruly, 

82. 
Census  of  city,  34. 
Cdiairs  introduced,  227. 
Chapels:  on  the  Bridge,  224;  first 
Dissenting,   239;    Quakers',   259, 
3J();    Broadmead,    340,    372,   444; 
Castle     Green,     370,     38«,     419; 
Lcuin's    Mead,   370,  400;    all  de- 
stroyed, 400. 
(,'harities,  obsolete,  78.      i^ce  Alms- 

housi's. 
(Miarles    I.,    accession,    89;    illegal 
exactions,  89,  94,  101, 107, 121, 122, 
130,  134,  140,  142,  145,  148;  ship- 
nicjney,  95,  132,  148  ;  grants  char- 
ters, 90,  90  ;    forced  loans,  98,  108, 
18!l ;    i-apa(;ity    of    courtiers,   97, 
1(12,    112,    113;    grants    t'  -.    Hot 
W.'ll,  100;  exacts  lines,  118,  131; 
demands  troojjs,  144,  148;  forbids 
admission  of  ti'oops,  155;  attempts 
to  secure  the  city,  157;  city  ])eti- 
tiiin  to,  100;  appi'ovesof  Yeamans' 
plot,  171,  J75;  civic  gift  to,  181; 
visits  Bristol,  183  ;  "  pardons  "  it, 
184  ;  demands  more  money,  193  ; 
his   I'emarks   on    the   siege,  204 ; 
loyalty    to,    149,    1.54,    212;    his 
statue  and  picture,  230,  295. 
Charles  1!.,  birth  of.  111;    visits  of, 
191,  31S;   cscajie  after  Worcester, 
233;  l^estoration,  294;   petitions 
t  o  f(  )r  jjlaces,  298  ;  grants  charters, 
324,  421;  dictatorial    jwlicj',    sec 
Coipoi'ation ;  extorts  the  surren- 
d(a-    of    charters,    415,    420,   421; 
forced  loans,  338,  343  ;    raiiacity 
of    his   Court,   420;     his   statue, 
340  ;  his  picture,  345. 
f'harlton,  Andrew,  117. 
Charters,  new  royal,  22,  90,  90,  321, 

421. 
Chatterton  family,  318. 
(Uiatincy,  Ichahod,  388,  418. 
Cheese,  ])rice  of,  41. 
(Chester  family,  00,  215,  300,  303. 
CluMvton  ]Meu(-lip  light,  158. 
Christ  Church,  237,  275  (-},  425. 


Christmas  feasts  forbitlden,  254, 250. 
Christmas  Steps  made,  352, 
Churches,  advowsous  purchased,  97  ; 
ravaged  by  soldiers,  211  ;    hour- 
glasses, 409. 
Churchill,  (Sir)  John,  U.P.,  3G8,  375,    ■ 

379,  413,  427,  428. 

Cirencester,  mails  to,  494. 

Civil  War,  opening  of,  154-0,  KJO, 

102;     parties    in    the   city,    105: 

burdens  on  citizens,  102,  1()9,  170, 

■    181,  1H2,  187,  190,  192-5,  205,  200, 

211,  213;panics,  220,  233. 
(!larendon.  Lord,  see  Hyde,  Sir  E. 
Cnark^  Major,  230,  247. 
Clergy,  incomes  of,  14,  75;  during 
and    after   Civil    AVar,    109,   208, 
2<»9,  227,  247,  273  ;  civic  chaplain, 
202  ;   curious  petition,  384  ;   jjas- 
sive  obetlience  pi'eached,  399,  410  ; 
Jacobitism,  470,  487. 
Clift<ni,  ^vine  license  for,  105  ;  burnt 
l>y  Kujii'rt,  197;  maiiors  of,  374. 
,SV'c  Hot  Well. 
Clothing  traile,  decline  of,  2,  40,  393, 

fl85. 
Clubmen,  the,  198. 
Clutterbuck,    (Sir)    William,    42lt, 

440,  454,  483. 
Coach,    first    jiublic,    302;    private, 

;{20,  300. 
Coal,  Kingswood,  29,  Si,  91,  151. 
Cork-jdt,  42. 

Co(dc-t browing,  200,  292." 
(\.tVee  hotises,  330,  387,  403. 
Coinage,  debased,  477.     ^Vc  Mint. 
Coke,  Bishop,  121. 
Cole,  Alice,  250. 
CollegeCreen,stat(!of,  127;  conduit, 

290,  172. 
Colston,  Thos..  17:  Thos.,  152,  150. 
105,  181,  19(t,  200,  207,'i215;  Wil- 
liam, 39;  William,   00,  183,    185. 
207,  297,  298.  310,    31(),  320,  321, 
332,    312,    377,     379,    409;    (Sir) 
Bichard,   298,  320,  409;    Robert, 
372;     William,    murtlered,    379; 
Thomas,  409;  Edward,  reappear- 
ance'   in   Bristol,   409;    his  alms- 
house,   457  ;    the   AVhite    Lodge, 
404;    his  benefactions,  473,  4b2  ; 
sugar  house,  478. 
Colston  Eort,  190,  1!I7. 
Colt,  ,b4in  Dntton,  451,  10;5. 
Commonwealth      inoclaimed,     225; 
corruption  inider,  270.     See  Civil 
War,  Clergy. 
Companies,  trade,  laws  of,  4,  17,  2;), 
42,  40,  148,  217,  239. 
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Conduits,  public,  252,  254,  2G7,  280, 
306,  472. 

Couscience,  Court  of,  446. 

Constables'  staves,  363.- 

Cooke,  John,  his  Folly,  488. 

Cooks'  confederacy,  495. 

Coopers'  Company,  25. 

Corn  trade  regulations,  230,  832. 

Coroners,  salary  of,  81,  23U. 

Corpoi'ation :  treatment  of 
.strangers,  4  (nee  Foreigners) ; 
treatment  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Hospital,  8,  496 ;  burdens  on  mem- 
bers, 16  (-),  and  Are  Civil  War; 
imposes  new  dues,  17,28  ;  penalty 
for  taking  bribes,  23,  79  ;  jjoverty 
of  minor  otiicers,  26  ;  lines  for  ex- 

.  emjitiou  from  office,  33,  35,  223, 
228,  262,  347,  426,  464 ;  fines  for 
refusing  office,  136,  229,  269,  277, 
289,  307,  431,450,  458;  economy, 
35;  ])rescnts  of  wine,  plate,  etc., 
23,'35,  3(i,  41,  43,  52,  65,  79,  84,  91, 
97,  115,  123,  124,  125, 135, 139,  182, 
181,  194,  204,  208,  226,  281,  349, 
385,  420,  448,  450,  491 ;  treatuKuit 
of  Grammar  School  estates,  37  ; 
treatment  of  Owen's  Charity,  46; 
insignia,  49;  pensions  to  memlx-rs, 
51,  329,  426;  ab.sentees,  53,  IKi, 
350  ;  proxies,  56,  465  ;  precedcnicy 
quarrels,  63,  312,4;"'';  royal  an<I 
aristocratic  dictation,  23,  78,  135, 
145,  184,  296,  297,  299,  -Jll,  ;-i3(), 
335,  356,  440,  443  ;  disfranchises 
freemen,  93,  147,  148,  307 ;  ]jur- 
(■hases  advowsons,  97 ;  cor])orate 
v(>l)es,  109;  civic  account-lMioks, 
iU),  465;  attitude  at  opening  of 
the  Civil  War,  1  19,  154,  15(> ;  ],re- 
imrcs  agnill.>^t  u  siege,  ITvS-O  [set' 
I'ortiticat  ions) ;  loans  to  I'arlia- 
ment,  KiO,  166,  J()9  ;  attemi)ts  n-- 
couciliation  and  neutrality,  161, 
163  ;  I'eceives  I^arliament  troojjs, 
1()4 ;  assessments,  see  t!i\ii  War; 
gift  to  the  King,  IHl  ;  Puritan 
members  ejected,  1^5;  gift  to 
<^iieen,  191  ;  gift  to  Trinee  of 
Wales,  194  ;  I^iiritaiis  reinstated 
and  elected,  205,  214  ;  Iloyalists 
♦'jected,  207,265;  purchases  Chap- 
ter lands,  226,  279;  voting  by 
ballot,  234,  29() ;  .secrecy  of  de- 
bates, 214  ;  defends  city  privi- 
leges, 247 ;  anti-Cromwellian,  282, 
249,  251 ;  usurps  private  rights, 
2.52,  253,281  ;  civie.  chajilain,  2(52  ; 
debt>,  263;  "Sabbath"  laws,  267, 


387  ;  purchases  wine  licenses,  272 ; 
rules  of  debate,  277  ;  unpjjjular- 
ity,  277;  indebtedness,  279,  3!i4, 
441,  457,  461,  465,  496  ;  last  efiurt 
for  l^uritanism,  292 ;  gifts  to 
Cliarles  II.,  294-5;  Eoyalists 
reinstated,  295-6  ;  Puritans  ex- 
Ijelled,  2'.Hi,  310 ;  wharfage  dues 
leased,  306,  438 ;  charters  at- 
tacked, 306  ;  entertains  the  King, 
319;  obtains  new  charter,  324; 
excessive  elections,  330,  41(i ;  in- 
nrtia,  362,  3(57 ;  costly  litigatitju, 
376,  381  ;  disputes  with  Dean  and 
Cliapter,  378,  389;  linen-wea\'ing 
scheme,  394  ;  jiolitical  exaspera- 
tion, 401,  412,  413,  416;  Mr.  Col- 
ston's loan,  4(J9  ;  memlxjrs  excom- 
municated, 415;  new  attack  on 
the  cliarters,  415,  419;  charters 
snrrendered,  420;  cit3'  in  the 
King's  hands,  424:  new  (.'oancil, 
424;  Chundi  ])atronage,  425; 
officers'  I'olies,  412;  estates  sold, 
441,  457,  496;  (Council  purged  by 
James  II. ,  44(j-S;  the  charters 
restored,  449;  tlie  lievolution, 
l.")()-2  ;  Jacobite  factiousness,  455, 
457,  469,  4U2  ;  admits  a  printing- 
jiri'ss,  471 ;  abolishes  M.P.s'  ^\■ages, 
472;  love  of  disjday,  489;  the 
]VTar.sh  let  for  buildii'ig,  490;  state 
of  the  civic  body  in  17()lt,  49(5. 

Corjioration  of  the  Poor,  src  I'oor. 

( 'orsley,  li.,  banker,  395  ;  Hum.,  447. 

Council  House,  275,  342,'  491. 

("ouncillors  excommuuieated,  415. 

Courts  of  law,  local.  67,  275,  41(i. 

Cianes,  city,  125,  438. 

Creswick,  fnmih'  mausiou,  115,  1S3, 
331.  409;  lMiuici>.,  205,  2o7.  20S, 
263;  (Sir!  1  leurv  29(i  (-'),  316,  319. 
321 ,  342,  313 (-'),  ii  I'l ;  Francis,  -hl5  : 
Josejih,  3;50. 

Criminals,  juvenile,  fate  of,  455,  494. 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  in  Bristol,  202, 
225  ;  letters  of,  27H  ;  Protector, 
249;  death,  2«3 ;  llichani,  visit 
of,  280;  ja'oclaimed,  283. 

('ross,  see  High  (Jross;  St.  i'fter's, 
487  ;  Temple,  487. 

Crossman,  Prebendary,  389. 

Crum]j,  Sir  Kichard,  427,  445. 

Cuekiug  Stool,  79,  295.  311,  33(5. 

t'upoloes,  the,  442. 

('Urrencj',  debased,  477. 

Custom  House,  receipts,  80,  3;H, 
315,  383 ;  altuses  of  olfit-ers,  S5, 
122,  136,  139,  ITvI  ■  frauds  on.  4(53. 
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(^istonis  duties,    illep;a],  20   36 
82  ;  aud  nee  Chark's  I.       ' 


58, 


Daiues,  Sir  William,  -J80,  482 
iJay,  (Sir)  Thomas,  810,  101, -424  447 
458,  454, 472, 478,  478,  47t).488,'4y5:' 
Nathaniel,447,478,4;)l;  Jolm,  491. 
Dean  and  Chapter,  ahscntees,   110 
,-'.  !  ;'^*"^^'^'  !-'>  '-iOi' ;  estates  sold 
--b,  2bJ ;  arrogant  preteusious  of, 
878;  revenues,  414  ;  (luarrel  with 
Corporation,    8,S'J:    treatment    of 
Hishoj)  (Jonlston,  800. 
3^eau,  Forest  of,  120,  128  2->d 
Deans,  list  of,  407. 
Dearth,  nee  Distress. 
Death,   jjunishment  of,  03  91    408 
455,  494.  '         ' 

Debt,  imprisonment  for,  45. 
'•  Delinquents  "  hued,  215. 
Deodauils,  law  of,  281. 
Desbrowe,  General,  2bl,  265,  •>80 
Disaffection  in  eity,  sec  Koyalists 
Anti-Jioyalists;  39S  -  ' 

""SIi^oI^^bSI:  "'^^  ^'^'  ^^1'  -0''' 

Dissenters  jjersecuted,  801,  323-4  i 
8l8,  8o1,  354;  tiansj.r^rted,  385'  i 
sentenced  to  deatii,  408:  chapels  i 
Avrecke.  ,  355,  4(Hi ;  tolerat.-il,  864  ;  I 
renewed  per.secutions,  •)(;<»  .pKj 
4--o;  '•  Indulgence,"  444,  449,  156  ;'  I 
muusters  die  in  prir  n,  870,125 
Distilleries,  884,  488.  '         '       '       I 

Distress  of  poor,  34,  4 J,  64    85 

1<)2,  185  214,  221,  285,'366;  4)^7. 
Dorks,  early,  88. 

Doddridg.',"joini,  M.P.,  201   ■>(;«  ' 
D.u-.set,  Earl  of,  High, Steuanh.S 
Doughty,  John,  M.P.,  82,  91    KH 
l>"ver,  Dr.  Thomas,  4Au   '       ' 
Ihnmu.  llie.  ,s,r  I'la vn.Murs. 
I"tick-liiiiiii,|u-,  civic,  l,-)!!.  •}[  \ 
flicking  of  scolds,  79    !il    •")-, 
386.  '       '  "^ 

Thiddleston,  (Sir)  .John,  4  17,  460,  l8-> 
Dutch  in  the  Medway.  343.  "' 

Dutch  prisoners  of  war,  387. 

Earle,  (Sir)  Thomas,  :W8,  400    40^     ' 

'io8;  Giles,  280;  .Joseph,  491.  I 

Kast.'r  holidays,  101.  j 

i:ilu-idg|.,  (lilcs,  1(10,  isi,  207 

Elections,  Parliamentary  (KiOlV  i",  •  I 

(1604)  20;    (J605)  22 ;     l<il4)  58  • 

(1620)   76;    (1024)85;    (1625)89;  \ 


94, 


1020)  94  ;  (l(i28)  101 ;  (1640)  147, 
on'Sil^^^l^"'  5(1046)210;  (1653 
244;  1(^154)  250:  (1656)  268  l(i59 
28o;(1660)-293;  (1661)  305  1677 
884:  (1679)391-3;  (1681)4m  1685 
-127-8:  (168i.)4.58;  (1690)456;  1695) 
^■D8;(16!)8)4S8.  ^ 

Elizabeth,   Queen,    her    bears    and 
actors,  o;  intended  visit,  18. 

Ellsworth,  (Sir)  Kichard,  290,  297 
299,  300,  828,  844,  847,  873,  384.     ' 

JUton,  (Sir)  Abraham,  478,  482,  491 

Emigration  to  America,  146,  405. 

hssex,  ColoiKd,  (Governor,  164,   166, 
107,  l(i8.  ' 

JOssex,  Earl  of,  168. 

Essex  Fort,  178. 

Estou,  Thomas,  413,  419,  446,  454. 

Evelyn,  .fohn,  visit  of,  250. 

Ewens',  St.,  Church,  273,  275. 

Ewens,  Thomas,  274. 

Fxcommunicated  couucilku-s,  415 

Executions,  63,  91 ;  of  Yeamans  and 
Bowcher,  175,  408;   after  I51oody 

^  Assize,  482,  484.  "^ 

Exeter,  shooting  matclies,  (i2  ;  Cus- 
toms at,  383. 


Fairfax,  Sir  Thomas,  captures  .itv 

197,  290-3.  •^' 

Fairs,  the  great,  (il,   HO,  187    i-j^, 

341,381,462,479. 
Farley,  Samuel,  298. 
Farmei-,  Kev.  Kalph.  2(i2.  271    28'>  ■ 

Arthur,  206,  291,  31(1  jjoi      '  ~  "' 
Farthings,    Hrist,.l,   II-I3"   50,    128 

188,  235,  251,  358,  894 ;  petitions 

to  com,  478. 
Fee-farms,  the  Eoval,  92,231-2  •>-57 

2/6.  282,  8(iO:  for  Castle,  113  ''^-W  • 


i"eiiurciia>.'d, 


311. 


-iincndcicil,    205 
3(iO. 

Fe.'-farms.  cori)<)rati/,  860 
Feilding,  Etlwd.,  422,  424,  45J. 
E'll,  .Alargaret,  301,  351. 

Felons,  pardons  for,  494. 

Fcltmakers'  Company,  26,  376. 

j-'-rr3',  Temple  liack,  283,  254. 

iMennes,  Nath.,  (Jovernor,  168,  172 

Tun'  ^.'!-'^"'  ^""-  I'i-^  surrender, 
^180,  20a;  trial.  J 86. 

Filiwood  Chase,  61,  302. 

Fire  on  the  IJridge,  21(i ;  others,  248 

842,  358,  3(i3,  4(11,  430,  45(i. 
iMies,  ])rovisions  against,  21(),  348 

3o8,    363,    4(U,  4<J9 ;    fire    engine! 

Fish,  a  strange,  32. 
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Fishing  sports,  civic,  IW,  211,  BTa, 

Fitzlierbert,  John.  'JitlS. 

Flood,  givat,  ii2. 

'•Forei-iiit'is,"  treat nii'iit  of,  4,  lii, 
i)(i,  2m,  -25!),  2(il,  2.S(»,  ;-5()i,  ;511,iM(), 
HoH,  H()8,  8'J7,  47(i,  l!).", ;  p.-rs.-cu- 
tiou  abaiuli.ii('(l,<ll»(). 

Fortifications  of  city,  loK,  Kil,  Jli.S, 
17(i,  lyo,  197;  J<'stroyea,2i7';  rc- 
ljaired,220,  225,  2;-5;{. 

Fo.stcr's  Alrjishousc,  4(i. 

Foamier,  first  locnl,  2(il. 

Fox,  (Jeorge,  visits  of,  2.")!),  Hoi. 

Free  burge.ssos,  ailini.ssion  of.  HI,  40, 
r)5,  2H(i,  280,  2H<I,  H15,H47,  Hlio,  H7r., 
H84,  40;-),  41H,  42(),  4H7,  4JH,  44!), 
■Hil,  47J,  4;)r);  deprived  of  votes, 
JH,  147, 148  ;  fi'ef'doin  i-efnsed,  H7r), 
42() ;  treatment  of  non-freemen, 
i>ee  Foreigners. 

Froom,  filthiness  of  tlie,  21H,  4!l2  ; 
obstructed,  H(i2;  iisliing  in,  ir.;), 
2II,H75,  4!)0. 

Froom  (late,  Kif),  J72,  17il,  H8S,  4(iO, 

Funeral  customs,  Hii,  71,  12(),  1H8, 
•200,  H4f),  H71. 

<!ali',  'rhomas,  J'ostmastin-,  1 IH. 

(Jaliows,  the,  01. 

fiambling  licen.sed,  H27. 

Cierard,-Nir  Charles,  07. 

Oibbs,  Henry,  440. 

(rin  drinking,  rise  of,  2H2.  48,S. 

(iianville,  (Sii-)  .Jolm,  IM.P.,114,  145, 

147,  ]r,7,  180,  210,   >Ai. 
(•lass  making,  421,  47(). 
({lass  wintlows,  H,  170. 
(ilemliam.  Dean.  HOO,  HH7. 
I  i  loUcesti'r,  siege  of,   lS(. 
( !lo\icestersliire  dui-ing  ('i\  il  AN'iir, 

170,  17ti,  IHl,  100,  108,  2(«>,  21;!. 
(iloticrstershiru  Society,  282,  HIO. 
( ilovt'rs'  (Company,  -0. 
(ioidiiey,  Thoma.s,  2()7,  IHi. 
CJonning,  Aid.  John,  l.')(),  150,  l8l  ; 

John,  jun.,  KiO,  181,  207,  208,  202, 

aio. 

Hoigvs,  Sir  F.,  2_7,  72,  157. 

(iougli,  Oiles,  2(0,  277;  Henry,  420. 

(ioulstou,  Bishop,  HOO,  405. 

(Jovernora  of  Jh'istol,  see  Essex, 
Fiennes,  Ho]>ton,  Prince  Rujiert, 
Skipjjon,  Scrope,  Slirewsbur\-. 

(irannnar  School, founded,  H7;  estate 
alienated,  H8  ;  emlowmeuts,  47,48; 
jnast(!r's  salar3',  80,  279 ;  masters, 
Vdh,  279;  regnlations,  284;  stu- 
(h'uts  at  Oxford,  101. 


(irandison.   Lord,   killed,  178;  Vis- 

couio,  412. 
Grand  Juries,  factious,  397,  401, 40H, 

408,  410. 
"  Cireat  H(juses  "  :  St.  Peter's, 41, 47s. 

481  ;  St.  Augustine's,  48,  74,  157! 

101,  104,  252,  410;  at  the  Bridge. 

107,  174,  282,  319,  47H,  495;  at  tlw 

<  'astle,  258,  207  ;  Small  Street,  115. 

183,    331,    380,    409,    442;    Broad 

Street,  281 ;  St.  James',  350. 
firigge,  \Vm.,  272. 
(iuard  House  Pas.sage,  173.     ' 
( iunpowder,  city  store  of,  71.  92,  307  ; 

monopoly,  92,  119. 
(luy,  .lohn';  M.P.,  27,  39,  70,  80,  85. 
(iuy  Kawkes'  Day,  31,  I  15. 


Haggett,  Col.    John,  225,  210,  250, 

'287  (^},  311. 
Hamburg  trade  monopoly,  352.   ■ 
Hanham  .Mills,  409. 
llarsiii'tt,  Archbisho]),  visit  of,  112. 
Hart,  (Sir)Kic]iard,  M.P.,  310,  330, 

3f)3,  400,  401,  417,  428,  410,  440, 

4.53, 450, 4(;2, 473, 483, 488;  Arthur, 

455,  458,  488. 
Marvests,  bad,  sec  Disti'.ess. 
Hatters,  laws  respec-ting,  20,  370. 
Maven  Master  apjKjinted,  354. 
Haviland.  Aid.,  liis  will,  71. 
Hawks,  Aid.  Whit.sim's,  5. 
Haw  ksuorth,  liicJiard,  45H. 
Hawley,  Sir  F.  (Lord),  192. 
Hnyman,    Sir    AVilliam,     127;    in- 
dicted for  kidnajipiug,  435  ;    154. 
Haystncks  in  city,  200,  33(i. 
Hazard,    Kev.  .Mat.,   118.    151,   170; 

horothy,  151,  179,   Iso. 
Hearth  Tax  imjiOM'tl,  330. 
Helliei-,  .lohn,  ?f70-2,  4(Hi. 
Henley  Bohert,  391,  418. 
Henrietta,  (^ueen,  visit,  191. 
Heroism,  ]iristol,  81,  99,  208. 
Hertfoid,  Marquis  of,  157,  178,  183. 
High  (,'ross  heightened,  125;  statues, 

230,  295,  470;  redecorated,  489. 
Hiiie,  Jobn,  obstructive,  447,  480. 
Hodges,  Anthony,  92;  Luke,  M.P., 

185,  208,  211 ;  Jobn,  442. 
Holiday     sports      forbitklen,     251; 

.school  liolidays,  281. 
Hollidge,  James,  490. 
HoIIister,  Denis,  151,  239,  241,  245, 

251,  320,  34(3,  475. 
Holloway,  James,  394, 418 ;  gibbeted, 

423. 
Hohvorthv,  Aid.  P..,  lis. 
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Hook.',  Aid.  Humi)lir<!y,  51,  105, 100, 

117,   U7,  110,  157,   IHI,   LSu,  202, 

207,  215,  374;   (Sir)  Hum.,  M.P., 

802,  305,  311,  321,  381. 
Hopkins,  Jolni,  15. 
Hoiito)!,  Sir  ltali)h  (Lord),  1S3,   181, 

103. 
Horse  Fair,  state  of,  -102. 
Horse-racing',  74. 
Hot-water  houses,  232. 
Hot  Well,  early  visitors,   105,   130, 

3Sl ;    road  to,  30G  ;    puiu))  -  room 

liuilt,  471. 
Houi'-^;lasses  in  churelies,  liiO. 
House  coustruetiou,  3,  142. 
HoU'<e  of  Correction,  -scr  Bridewell. 
Houses,  see  Great  Houses. 
Howell,    Bishop,     ill-treatment    of, 

211. 
H\ieksters,  ]35,  278. 
Hujiuenots,    arrival    of,    411,    4(i5 ; 

flavor's  ('hapel  granted  to,  405. 
Hurle,  SiuKm,  417,  440. 
Hutchinson,  Saniuel,  442. 
Hvde,     (Sir)      Tjaurence,     23;     Sir 

Nicholas,   ^r.P.,   57,  81),    114;  Sir 

Edw.  {L(jrd  Clarendon),  185,  280, 

20(i,  315. 


Idiom,  west  country,  415,  150. 

Inctmtinenci',  |junishment  of,  253, 
B12. 

Iu(le))enilents,  see  Hissenters ;  ])eti- 
tinu  of,  218. 

Tniilinlders'  Conii)anv,  25,  121,  347; 
hall,  72. 

hins  and  tavia-ns :  Duilders,  32,  54, 
J20;  Kose,  1.52,  172;  White  Lion, 
270,  ;382,  450:  Tieorge,  2~(i]  Star, 
;!:i.s  ;  ( Jeorov,  3  17  ;  Sun, ;'.  IH  ;  Three 
'\'\\\i^.  30S,  3(iO,  372.  37.5,  127,  4  15; 
Lamli,  388;  Three  Ciiuies,  ;U)7 ; 
H(u-se  Shoe,  348,  418;  White  Hart, 
41S;  Bell, 303;  Afermaid,  418;  Vir- 
gin,-1 14  ;  Dolphin,  403;  liours  of 
closing,  203,  405. 

Interest,  rate  of,  88,  1()2,  210. 

Ireland,  trade  Avith,  1;  troops  for, 

•  15.  102,  150;  I-Joyalist  mercenaries 
from,  101;  food  sent  to,  102; 
vagrants  from,  13,  102;  trade 
oi)]iressed,  303,  407,  470,  475;  dis- 
tressed Protestant.s,  155.  17(5,  215; 
mails  to  and  from,  188. 

Iron,  smelting  works,  8;  Cardill', 
02;  i.rice  of,  120,  331. 

Ironside,  Bishop,  and  I)issenters, 
355,  301  ;   451. 


Jackson,  Miles,  M.V.,  117,  120,  155,. 
181,  250,  2li8,  310;  Joseph,  JNI.P., 
150,  285,  294,  207,  310,  480; 
William,  440,  450. 

Jac(3hites,  local,  455,  457,  4()0,  401 ; 
tumults,  4()2,  470;  assa.ssination 
plot,  482. 

Jacob's  AVidls,  130,  290,472. 

James  I.,  accession,  18;  illegal  ex- 
actions, 20,  20,  30,  53,  08,  78,  82, 
85  ;  grants  a  charter,  22  ;  demands 
a  gift,  54  ;  liis  debts  to  the  city, 
63 ;  rapacity  of  courtiers,  64, 82. 

James  II.,  accession,  427  ;  lauded  bv 
.  clergy,  300,  428  ;  by  Jeffreys,  433  ; 
his  visits,  4-12,  -145:  arbitrarv 
acts,  430,  444,  440;  his  "Induf- 
gence,"444;  purges  the  Corpora- 
tion, 410-7;  birth  of  the  Pre- 
tender,-! IS  ;  colla[iso  of  the  reign, 
4  lit ;  ]>icture  of,  127. 

James,  Thomas,  M.l\,  20,  27,  2i).  53, 
63;  Thomas,  explorer,  IK) ;  Alex- 
ander, 118,  207,  215,  330. 

James's,  St.,  Prior^'  estate,  07,  135, 
350;  Barton,  350.'^ 

James's,  St.,  ('hiirch,  287,  385 ;  dis- 
Ijute  as  to  (jhurchyard,  3H1  ;  bone 
liouse,  -KJO. 

JellVeys,  Chief  Justice,  431-7. 

Jessoji,  Pev.  <Jonstance,  212,  220. 

Jolm's,  St.,  conduit,  252. 

■loiners'  Company,  25. 

Jones,  Charles,  172,  47(j :  Piehardf 
-174. 

Judges,  entertainment  of,  L07,  140^ 
■1  tl  ;  Avithdrawn,  llil  :  revived, 
105  ;   jiidgi'  iiisulti'd,   102. 


Kem,  "Major  Sam.,  200,  211. 

Kersey  making,  0  I. 

Keyn.shnm,  130,  |;i_'.    / 

Kiduaj)])ing  jn'acticis,  251,  ii\[-^ 
Jefficys  on,  434-(). 

King's  Bencdi  ])rison,  385. 

King's  Evil,  "  toucdiing'"  for,  412. 

Kingswestou,  51,  384,  4.50. 

Kingswood  Chase,  lost  to  the  Crown, 
50,  22J,  303,  357,  406:  area  and 
])reteuded  oNvners,61;  cheminage, 
(;i ;  grants  by  Charles  II.,  302-1  ; 
d(!er  in,  301,  -445:  rioting,  357; 
civic  petit  i(ju  for  Pangershi)i, 
406,  421;  the  colliers,  20.  60,  81. 
01,  151,  415,  4(i2. 

King  Street,  Marsh,  237,  317. 

Kniglit,  Aid.  IJeorge,  205. 

Knight,  (Sir)  John,  I.,  ]\L  P.,  225,  252, 
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293,  296,  305,  309,  310,  319,  321, 
323-0,  3-13,  314,  355,  357,  372,  385, 
391,  394,  400,  408  ;  death, 422. 

Knight,  John,  sugar  refiner,  252  (-), 
310,  321,  325,  330,  355. 

Knight,  (Sir)  Jolm,  11.,  M.P.,  402, 

408,  412,  413,  410,  422,  42(3,  438, 

440,  453,  450,  458,  401 ;  his  speecli 

burned    by   hangman,   400;    467, 

^472,473,476,483,488. 

Knightliood,  fines  for  lefusing,  118. 

Knigiits,  local,  302,  312,313,319-20, 
343,  38(),  406,  408,  427,  443,  4(J0, 
480;  their  claim  to  precedency, 
312-15. 

Ivnowle.s,  liev.  Jolm,  247,  267. 


Lake,  Bishop,  428. 

Lam]jri'y  ]iies,  gift  of,  123. 

Lancaster,  claim  of  ma\'nr,  39. 

Lantl  Tax  imposed,  467. 

Lane,  llicliai'd,  4Jt). 

Langtop.,    (Sir)    Thojiias,   319,    321, 

343  (•-'). 
Laud,  Archbishoj),  visitation,  127. 
Lawfoid,  Altl.   Jolm,  372,  435,    117, 

453. 
La'o'foi'd's     Gate,    statues    at,    41  ; 
Crown  toll  at,  61;  fortifu^d,  177, 
197;  stormed,  200;  Cage  at,  218  ; 
growth  of  district,  300,  307. 
Lawrence  Flill,  I'eservoir,  4(i9. 
lA'aden  Walls,  388. 
Lead-works,  81,  442. 
Leigh  Court,  Charles  II.  at,  234. 
Lent,  observancf^  of,  52,  8(),  305. 
Lfonard's,  St.,  church.  271. 
Levant    tradi'    mimojjolv,    65,    332, 

351. 
L.-wis,  Willinm,  15.  55;  llu,-li,213. 
l.it)rnr_\-,('ity,  founded,  52  ;   273,  liil. 
Licenses,  illfgai,  102,  105;  curpoiatf 

wine,  272. 
Lieutenancy,  Lord,  3(j4,  450. 
Lighting  liegulations.  31.  263,  301  : 

Act,  491. 
Linieritdv,  abuses  at,  54. 
T^inen-weaving  scheme,  394. 
Liveri)ool,  132,  3t-i3. 
Lloyd,    (Sir)    .loiin,    3S6,    388,    39."'p. 

401. 

Loans,  forced,   99,  lOS,  1S9,  338,  343. 

Lock,  Aid.  dohn,  265,  295. 

London,  travelling  to,  Ki,  56,  63,  94, 

302,  491 ;  rai)acity  of  merchants, 

105,    142,    152;    and    -see    Africa, 

Canada,    Hamluirg,  and    Levant 

< 'omjjanies  ;  grant  to  gaols,   385. 


Long,  Richard,  IVI.P.,  149,  157,  181, 

207,  215  ;  Sir  ^Walter,  M.P.,  393. 
Lottery  swindles,  327. 


^Macclesfield,    Earl    nf,    Ld. -Lieut., 

459. 
^Mansion  House,  pro]X)sed,  281. 
Mansions,  nee  (ireat  H«3Vises. 
^Markets:    Corn,  83,  438;   Butcher, 

46;   Vegetable,  72;    St.  Thomas, 

341 ;  IMeal,  469  ;  early  closing,  46, 

495;  reg\ilations,  365. 
Marlborough,  great  tire  at,  242. 
^Marriage  laws,  Puritan,  253. 
]\Iarsh,    the,    a    popular   resort,   41, 


129,  3.59  ;  bowling 


42, 


4 

26 


9;    nisulting 
1  ;     ejected,    207- 


396,490;    stoi-m,  312 ;    bull-ring, 
486.     (S'fc  (Jueen  Scjimre. 
Mary  11.,  picture  of,  464;  Jacobite 

insults  to,  470. 
]\Larv  of  Mi)d(Mia,  Queen,  445  ;  vi-^it, 

4r6. 
'Maryleport,  St.,  cluircli,  284. 
Matthew,  Archbishop,   his  gift.  52. 
Mayors,  list  of,  497:  deaths  of,  33, 
the,   41,   57,   S2, 
-S,    44tj ;    royal 
liominees,   419,   420,    4  17;    rolies 
and  (hain,  126;  liat,  58;  salary, 
46,  153,  193,  223,  441;  jjew  hang- 
ings, 494  ;  t]:e  Fathi-r  of-Ori)hans, 
5;  arrest<'d,  378:  ciyic  desire  for 
a  l^ord  ]Mavor,  40ti. 
Maylioles,  101,  293.' 
Measurer,  [tublic,  280. 
Measy,  ^Michael.  243. 
]\leat,  ])rice  of,  91. 
^ledical  charity,  .Si. 
Members    of    I'arliann'Ut  : 
Alilwiutli,  .lulin    Barker, 
t'auu,    Sir    .1.    Churehill, 
Crumi),  Sir  'J\  Imy, 
.1.  Doughty,   Sir  T.   Earle,  Sir  J 
(ilanyiile,  J.   (luv,  Sir   11.  Hait, 
L.   blodges,  1).   Hoi  lister.  Sir    H. 
ilooUe,  J.  Hoiikins,  Sir  Is'.  Hyde, 
]M.  .lackson,  d.  .lackson,  T.  James, 
Sir   Jolm    Knight,   I.,    Sir   dolni 
Knight,    II.,    II.    Long,    Sir   AV. 
Long,  Lord  Ossory,  Sir  (i.  Suigge, 
.1.  Ste]dien.s,  .1.  Taylor,  J.  AVhit- 
son,    llobt.    Yate:    members    ex- 
]ielled,    157,    1H9,    392:    wages    of 
members,  22,  41,  94,  154,  189,  210, 
227,  268,  445,  453,  472. 
!Men-of-war  built,  tsee  Ships. 
Mercei's"  Com])any,  218. 
^Merchants,     local,      oppressed 
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Sir 
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Crown  130;  see  Monopolies; 
t-nensh  monopolies,  151,  21i5  2'1() 
470  ;  foster  kidnapiHn<r,'254  '  4H4' 
See  Slave  Trade,'  wi.ite  '  ami 
neo^ro. 

.Merchant  Venturers'  Society:  an- 
chorage dues  granted  to,  10  ;  re- 
organized, 21 ;  attempted  mono- 
poly   by,   44,   77_    i_,3_    3^,3    y^jy 

Levant  trade,  (i5,  ^32, 351 ;  granted 

new  charters,  148,  187,808,  848; 

oppressed,  see  James   I.,  Charles 

I. ;  losses,  187,  222  ;  wharfage  dues 

gi'anted    to    800,   488;    purchase 

luanor  of  Clifton,  874  :  treatment 

ot  Quakers,  487;  sre  Privateers; 

'ri  "f  ^'Lasters,  500 ;  Almshouse; 
148,  473.  ' 

M.-rmaid's  hand  and  rib,  109 
M..rrick,  (Sir)  Wm.,  424,  4^18,  464. 
-Vletlieghu  maker,  884 
-^;'';li'^\'l's,  St.,Hill,4(;0,407. 

'/■7'ioo '''"''''  ^''^  I^''^»-^   «f    ^-'ty, 
obi,  489.  ' 

^rinisters'  stii>ends,  .see  Clcr^-v 

Mint  established,    hSS,  477 ;  appeal 

for  siher,  478;  quantity  coined, 

Momnouth,  Duke  of,  819  ;  rebellion, 
4.:;8;  IJristol  victims,  484 

v>7^7n''''  ''"•^''''''  ^'  ^'^'  ^■^'  "-'  11''. 
Morgan  familv,  of   Pill,    m     loa 

1.11     1-VJ    Ot.!,:  '  '     ^-''' 


lil^  152,:280; 


Xaturalisatioi      Bill,    Protestants', 

lt)i).  ' 

N'ayler,  James,  fanatic,  259  0(i.) 
Xctheway,  Kichard,  knave,' 21(V 
.Newfoundland  colonics,  88    07   7'?  ■ 
.trade  to,  147,815.  '       '        ' 

Newgiite    prison,    88,    15,    870.    8S1 
•I'll  ;  drinking   in,  45;    salary  of 
Keeper,  201;  rebuilt,  440 
Newsletters,  cost  of,  410. 
Nevvton,  Lady,  funeral  of,  260;  Sir 

dohn,  80;i  857.  ' 

Ni.-holas'     St.,    church,  359;  alms- 
-house, 23/  :  scliool,  359. 

Nonconformists,    ,vee    Dissent,    Di.s- 
senters. 

Norris,  Sarah,  petition  of,  286 
.North-west  Passage,  11(5 

^'".oV''.?"*^"''  •■^^-''  ^-^-'l'  302,  898, 
421,  42S,  434.  487;  Chief  Justice 
^^   -.m,   424;    Sir   Dudley,  42i; 

Norton  mansion,  see  Creat  Hou.ses. 


N.g,^  (Sir)  .William,  113,  114,  123, 


Okey,  Col.  John,  199,  288,  291 
Old  Jewry,  221. 
Old  Market,  state  of,  267,  467. 
OIMte,  Aid.  Ralph,  310,369-71,  407, 

Orange,  Prince  of,  see  William  III 
Organs,    church,     129;     cathedral; 

'^309'i8f"?^7l"^^'^''    '^t'^-'^^J^ 
^^,^l,-^74;    Ins   sherry,   864; 

Orphans,  treatment  of  4 
Ossory,    Earl    of,    M.P.,    305,    381- 
Karl  of,  487.  " 

Owen's  charity  abused,  16. 


Pack  Horses,  corn  cairied  by  48 1 
Pajatine,   Prince,   subscription  for 

Panics,  238,452,  483. 

Papi'r  making,  ;-i42. 

Pardons  granted  to  f,dous,  455 

bers'""'^''   ■''''    ^''^^•^io»^.   ^^'-m- 

Parliament,_Long,  engages  Bristol 
s  lips,  _  loo  ;    loans    to,    15(;,    159 
IbO;  «J.'cts  Bristol  members'  157  • 
occupies  city,  162,  l(i3,  105. 

Paul.s,  St.,  cathedral,  125 

I'aul,  Eev.  Juhn,  274  '>S7 

^'491"^'   '■'-^'-''^^'^"^''ll.  ^36;  Act, 
Peine  forte  et  dure,  63 
P«lo.(uinfamily,  465,  487. 

jVnarth,  o,hl  claim  of  vicar  9M 
P«'iin,  (^iles,  (id,  187,  298-  Sir  Wil 
Ham,  292    293  (H  't-.si  •' A\r-ii- 
u\i\.     ■  ~l      r   ;■  ^   '^^^'   William, 
4)0;  visits  of,  405,  475  ;  marriage 
ot,  4/0,  and  of  hig  son,  476;  his 
estate  in  Bristol,  476  ' 

Pennington,  Sir  .John,  185 
^  ^'^^'^p'iy^nia,    Bristol    colony    in, 

Peusford,  Monmouth  at,  430  •  eve 
cut  ions,  482.  ' 

P>'pys,  Sam.,  visit  of,  348,  385. 

Pest(!r,  .foliu,  3(X) 

Peter-s,  St.,  Cro.ss,  487. 

J  t'titioners  and  Abhorrers,  397  390 

-thilip's,  St.,  out  parish,  8(>0;  buVl- 
rmg,     486;    poverty    of    parish, 


510 


INDEX. 


Phj'sicians,  local,  125. 

Pictures  in  the  Council  Housii : 
Lord  Burghley,  8;  Earl  of  Dor- 
set, 8;  benefactors,  86;  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  {)7 ;  Charles  I.,  J'28; 
Lord  Weston,  128;  Charles  IT., 
HIT);  James  II.,  427;  AVilliain 
III.  and  Mary,  4G4. 

Pie])o\vder  Conrt,  1.20. 
Pi-xs,  wandering,  80,  iHG. 

Pill,  abu.ses  at,  111,  12H,  141,  152, 
28(). 

J'ilots,  mutiny  of,  101. 

J'in  making,  ;-52,  85. 

Pine,  Henry,  Postmaster,  403. 

Pirates,  45,  78,  01,  105, 18(),8()8,  ;-57;); 
Hxjjetlitions  against,  OS,  I'd!  ;  a 
capture  by  Bristol  youths,  81. 

Plague,  visitations   of,   18,    32,    40, 
80, 187, 153,  105,  204,  228,  333,  341. 
Plans  of  city,  248,  301. 
Plate,  cori^-irat<;,  54,  201,  205,  305. 

Playactors,  5,  37,  114,  330,  340,  4(i2 ; 
Bristol  company,  50. 

Player  family,  8,  84,  303,  407. 

Plots,  see  Koyulists,  Auti-Royalists, 
Popish,  live  Hous(!,  Jacobites. 

Poll  Tax  levied,  388. 

Poor,  Corporation  of  the,  47!> ; 
]»aralysed,  480,  481 ;  purchase  the 
i\lint,  481;  punishments  ordered 
V)y,  48L;  subscrijitions  in  aid  of, 
482 ;  results,  4«2. 

Poor  Rates,  277,282,360;  in  1006, 
^180 ;  486. 

Poor,  treatment  o^'  32,64,  84,  100, 
240,  30 1  ;  jjauper  badges,  486. 

Pope,  John,  310,  322;  Micliael,  447. 

J'ojK'.'s  Nuncio,  visit  of,  445. 

Popham,  Alexander,  158,  162.  236, 
2SS. 

Popish  I'^lot,  ;i8(i,  301,  305,  307. 

l'ople^',  I).,  engrosser,  M5. 

Population  of  city,  2,  34. 

Portcullis  at  Gates,  58,  214. 

Porter,  Endymion,  139. 

Portishead,  manor  of,  35,  8() ;  rec- 
tory, 70;  fort,  ItiO,  412. 

Post  House  and  Otlice,  135,  3  Ki,  403. 

Postboys,  speed  of,  310. 

Postman,  early,  56. 

Postmaster's  salary,  44,3. 

Posts  to  Exeter  aiid  Chester,  487. 

Pottery,  early,  413. 

Powell,  James,  280,  20(),  311. 

Powlelt,  Win.,  Kecorder,  450,  455, 
456,  491. 

Pownell,  Nicholas,  378. 

Poyntz,  Sir  Robert,  216,  219. 


Presb\-teriaiis,  intolerance    of.  221, 

220,  272.     See  Dissenters. 
Prideaux,  Edm.,  Recorder,  211 1,  436. 
Pring,  IVIartin,  explorei-,  10,  27,  01. 
Pi'inting    Press    in    iJristol,    18S  ; 

established,  471,  474,  170. 
Prior's  Hill  Fort,  162.  177,  178,  197, 

201. 
Pi'isage   of    ^\ines,   3i),  87,  97,    11)5, 

376,  401.     Sre  Purveyance. 
I'risoners  of  war,  223,  337. 
Privateers,  Bristol,  45,   94,  98,  109, 

137,   155,    187,   217;    hostile,    222, 

268. 
Prizes  captured  at  sea,  81.  01,  91>, 

109,  268. 
J-*roperty,  tax  on,  3()2. 
Protestants,  foreign,  2()1,  411.  465; 

Irish,  155,  176,  215. 
Prvnn,  William.  186. 
Pugsley,  Mrs.,  262. 
••  Purgatory,''  481. 
Puritanism,    I'ise    of,    6;   preaeher-^, 

145,    118,    151;    emigration.    117; 

seven-    laws  of,  221,   251;   fall    of, 

293. 
Purveyance,  grievance  of,  20,  -J!), ;;(;, 

48,  :>U,  57,  63,  82,  107,  131. 


(Quakers,  rise  of  the,  23fl ;  ei-ceii- 
triiMties,  210,  25(1;  suspected  to 
be  Papists,  250  ;  imprisoned,  300  ; 
]jersecuted,  323-5,  328,  355,  363, 
406-8,  411,  425;  transported,  335; 
sentenced  to  death,  408:  Heeced, 
431  ;  holding  tithes,  153;  diapels, 
259  (■-'),  3 16  ;  AV(jrkliouse,  485 ; 
admitted  to  freedom,  187. 

(^uty  J'ipe.  289,  39(i, 

(ijuavs,  evtension  of.  305,  138. 

(Queen's  Onhard.  375. 

(^ueen  Elizabeth's  Uospital,  founded, 
8-10;  benefaction,  17;  bo\s  le- 
("inired  to  work,  32;  boy.s  farmed 
to  the  master,  402  ;  number  in- 
creased, 232,  280,  474,  193  ;  salary 
of  master,  2ii2,  492;  (Colston's 
gift,  474;  defrauded  by  the  Cor- 
poi'ation,  49(). 

Qui;eji  Square  (h'signed,  353,  490. 


Raglan  Casth-  taken,  214,  217. 
Rainsboiough,  Colonel,  137,  201. 
Rainstorp,  Walter  and  John,  279. 
Ramsay,  L.ady  ^Mary,  17. 
Rawdon,  M.,  toui'ist,  338. 
Reade,  Rev.  John,  490. 
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^i  (Si.)  J.  Gi;;.i:u^li4^'';^' 


v.B    -iJ2;  Sir  J.  Clmrcliill,  .];.{ 

nu(l.v..uu,|,.rivspe.-tiv,.nauu.s); 
<^nt'-i-taninieut    of,   107,  211,    -JOI, 

^■jI^'"' ^"^te    fortifiod,    177,    17S  ; 

H'-ij  Maids  ScIkx.I,  lOf,  I;{l   ofj.; 
lit'dwood.  Jlohnrt,  ;V:>    ]•>(;     ' 

t'.sloration,  tlie,  2t)l. 
J|Hvolutioii,  tlie,'-il~,0,'l5I. 
-tviots,   2r)();    appm.ti,.,.,   2!I0,    ;<:,;}• 

auti-Pr,,,ery,  4H9,  dr,l-2 
R..ads,    Stat.,   of,    10,    8(1.    180,    his 

jJ|/;^<Mtiz,.ns    ]v,juiivd    to    ^vuvk 

Iioe;H,.i,ry,2(i2,29«;J.,l,n,,Suoid- 
W,n;,^()l,H!)(i,89n,l(,|,n7,12-. 

Tio^.rs   Ia,uily,;i07,   118;     Woodcs, 

Koman  Oatiiolics,  850,  J8H,   | }()  .)  ir, 
•-J-'2;  riots,  489,  451-2.  ' 

Wey^Jolni^  Town  OI,.,.k,  878,  428, 
.    481,  48o  487,489,410,  M,i,  ],-:„.      ' 
lioiMsey,  Colonel  Jolm,  418 
Jtoyal    Fort,  182,  190,  l!)l,'l()5    [<)7 

208  229;dernolish.d,257-S    '-W' 
Ho^yah. St    plots,   170,    17(i,   200,   -m] 

27S,2S0,  287,  290;    ri^i.^s    2<io; 

on  loyalists,  215;  Auti-Koyalist 
Plomo.,,  81(i,8l8,  822,  810  418 

Kurort  ivi,..,  170, 171; .;;;,.!';:;, 

i^^  1«1,  (.ov.-rnor,  188;   invs.Mits 

'V'.i;^^.^;';';  i.isd:.f,.n,;'a.n:i;;ir 

•aM4ax,l;).i,20();  su nv„d.T,  202 
-'*!;  visit,  81!).  '         ' 

Rye  Hou.se  I^L.t,  418.  410 
-R,yswlck,  Pi'ace  of,  487.  ' 


1^7,  218,  888,  880,  .411,  45U;' Act! 


•>85-         7\   TV-,     "■     \V'"^<'l'"'k,  491.  '         '  ■^^"'  ^^''' 


«aLlm(arianisin,  risn  of,  .58  08  ■  .il, 

siird  Jaws,  254;  207,  887,  89(i.'  ' 
Kadleir,  Sir  Kalpli,  874,  4.S9 
^^ailors,  see  Seamen. 
Salisbury,  Earl  of.  High   Steu-ar.l, 

Salt,  price  of,  115. 
Naltpi^tre  monopoly,  li<) 
Samlf,)rd,  Samuel, '4(J!). 


first  day,  for  i;oor',250  ;'  first  ]jaro- 

;'"al,  0..9.     >sV..(irammar  School, 

<iueen  Khz.  Hospital. 
Scot(4i  army  at,  Woivester,  288. 
Wcrope,  A.Irian,  ('iovern.)r.''>25*':>51 

25H,  271;  Tlmmas,  418,  447.    '  "' 
•^I'iil,  ('hamb.'rlain's,  895 
S«tmcn    impicssed,   242,    881,    88S ; 

Ivi  I! (Hi,  2S2. 
•Searchlield,  Bishop,  75. 
Sedgemoor,  li-ht  at,  480;  44-> 

'""l2^'448'"' ^''  ^^'  -^'  '^"'  ^'^'  *'•'' 

Servants,  .-om plaints  as  t.i,  475 

Settlements,  law  .)f,  joo 

Sham  Hght,  -rami,  49. 

Shaving  on  Snndavs,  887 

Sh..rifis,  eh-ction  of.  40;   n<nninat..d 

bvJainesIJ   .ri7:.ahribedsherih; 
'9;  list  of,  lfl7.  ' 

SlH-rman,  Aid.  (,'.,  205,  295. 

Shiijbnildiiio-,  uh,  J29. 

Sliips  of  war,  94,  10 1',  15.5,  101,  •>|7 

Ship  .Money  imposed,  95,  18-> 
Shipping  regulation.s,  42, '^IS   058  ■ 

impress.;.!,  100.  '  -   '   j 

Shipping    trad..,    d.'pre.ss..d,    1-    ,..■- 

viyal  ..f,  08;    during  Civil  War 

l'^''.  1S<  ;  in  10(j7,  8irj-0. 
Shooting  match,  gr.'at,  O'-* 
Shops,  gla.ss  wimh^ws  in,  470,  495- 

a  knightly  shopkc^per,  478. 
Sh.vusbnry,  Karl  of,(^overiioi-,  J5I  • 

10.),   158.  ' 

Shro\-eiide  sport -^,200,  29-'  858    Til 
Sieges  of  city,  (JO  18)  177,  "l8(i;",'on- 
'',"'-t  of  victors,  181;  hnst  of  ..-ar- 
r's<'u,    182,  100,  102.     (l(i4-,),  r.,7_ 
-•  W  ;    state  of  city  after,  208,  20(i 
Skinner,  Bishop,  145. 

''2/.;i:2;'8,'S^''3ii..''''^-'^"''''-'  ^'"' 

Sla\-,'  Trade,  white,  228  oryl  p.w 
IHl,  1^50,494;  negn,  8,w;''ent: 
i^'i-sed,  4/.),  485. 

Slavery  in  liristol,  81h 

"'!]j!j'^     ''"'"f'auy,    20;     hall,      |o, 

''^".'r\'  ^;L"''"'''  -''-  ''i'   '-J'    Sir 
^  Hugh,  828;  Sir  John,  421 
Sinokin^   tobacco,  0,   72,  281,  8OO, 
>>0o,  4 O.J.  ' 
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Sneyd  Park,  489. 

Suigge,  (Sir)  George,  15,  20,  22,  23, 

B(J. 
Soap-making,  07  ;  monopoly,  121. 
Social  life  in  IGOl,  4;  (KJGO)  85ij. 
Soldiers,  iinruly,  15,  102,   181,  2ft8, 

487  ;    impressed,  91,  144,  148,  41)2  ; 

charges   for,  240;    maimed,  285; 

paiiic,  452. 
Somerset   Royalists,   158 ;    loan    to, 

193  ;  195, 197,  235  ;  Clubmen,  198. 
Sovithwell,    Sir    Robert,    384,    423, 

4(}0. 
Spain,   trade   with,   1,   51,  95,   315; 

children  sent  to,  51. 
S))ectuc,les  quarry,  489. 
Speed,   Thomas,    175,  223,  247,  319, 

431. 
Sports  of  the  people,  5  ;  Book  of,  (18 ; 

sports   forbidden,    254,    2()0,    29o : 

bull-baiting,  485.    *SVe  Shrovetide. 
Stamford,  Earl  of,  105,  167. 
Standfast,  Eev.  Rich.,  150,  161,  20it, 

275,  299. 
Stapleton,  Sir  Wm.,  423. 
Star  Chamber,  Court  of,  41,  59,  120, 

131,  134,  140. 
Starch  monojioly,  72,  144. 
Steep  Street,  460. 
Stephen's,  St.,  church,  469  ;  ringers, 

74  ;  cemeteries,  375  ;   scavenging, 

456  ;  poor,  487  ;  bone  house,  469. 
Stephens,  \Valter,  224  ;   John,  ]\l.P., 

286,  293,  312  ;  Walter,  395,  447. 
Sti^vens,    Thomas,    his    almshousps, 

393. 
Stewaids,  Lord  High,  earlj'  apjtoint- 

ments,  8;  Earl  of  Durset,  8  ;  Earl 

of   Salisbury',  35;    Earl  of    Pem- 
broke, 52  ;  Lord  ""''eston,  114  ;  Earl 

of     IViubroke,     135;     Sir     Henry 

Van.-.  232,  283  ;  Dukrs  of  Oniiond, 

309,  419. 
Stocks,  ijunishmeut  by,  45,  254,  2(j7, 

347,  481. 
Stoke  House,  Stapleton,  197,  216. 
Stokes  Croft,  66;   combats  at,  178, 

201. 
Strangers,  see  Foridgni'rs. 
Streamer,  Pichard,  310,  325,  372. 
Streets,  foulnt.'ss  of  the,  11,  48,  64, 

108,  187,  212,  333,  33(;,  456,  467. 
.Street  improvement,  388. 
Subsidies,  roj-al,  320. 
Sugar,  price  of,  2,  97;    ])resents  of, 

44,  97, 124, 18-1,  281,  319  ;  refineries, 

41,250,252,  312,351. 
Sunday  observance,  ()8, 337,  363,  396. 

See  Sabbatarianism. 


Surgeons  and  the  Church,  357. 
Swearing,  jn-ofaae,  254. 
Swords,  wearing  of,  325,  452,  470. 
Swords,  civic,  389,  489. 
Swordbearer,  his  hat,  57. 
Swymmer,  Aid.  Wm.,  436,  480,  482. 


Tailors'  Company,  17,  42,  148. 
Taylor,  John,  M.P.,   157,   1,58,   181, 

189,  2or>. 
Temple  Gate  fortified,  177,  178,227. 
Temple   Hospital,   47;    Almshouse, 

393 ;  Cross,  487. 
'IV-mpie  Street,  old  house  in,  3. 
Tennis  courts,  72,  127. 
Tewkesbury,  burgesses  of,  438. 
Thatched  hou.ses,  3,  336. 
Tiieatre,  nee  Playactors. 
Thompson,  Pev.  John,  death  in  gaol, 

370;    Pev.  Rich..' \)ean\  398,  399, 

428.  **'■* 

Tliornl)orough,  Bishop,  30. 
Thorne  family,  37,  86. 
Throckmorton,  Sir  B.,  304,  357. 
Thruston,  J(jhn,  299,  311. 
Tilers'  Company,  361. 
Till  Adams,  Rev.  — ,  275, 
'J'illy's  Court,  473. 
Timber  hou.st^s,  3,  142,  361. 
Tin-plate  making,  426. 
Tobacco  trade,  80,  116,  144,  152,345; 

price  of,  (J,  80,  142,  405. 
T.djacco,  English,  ll(j,  141,  245,  251, 

266,317,  339. 
Tobacco    pipes,   6;     monopoly,    71; 

taxeii,  72  ;  PipiMiiakc^rs'  Comjjaiij-, 

239.     iVce  Smoking. 
Tobacconists  (smokers),  83. 
Tolzeys,  the,  55,  64,  275;  time-[)it'c,' 

for,"  19.5. 
Tower  Harritz,  Kil,  177,  219. 
Towgood,   Rev.    Rich.    (Dean),   156, 

161,  170,  209,  299. 
Town   dues,    exemptions    from,    39, 

438,     )See    Anchorage,    Wharfage 

d  ues. 
Trade,  decay  of   local,  1,  81 1;    great 

revival,  98 ;  d(ivelopment,  305, 334, 

438. 
Trained  bands,  16,  49,  70,  115,  192, 

196,  220,  261,  289,  364,  429,  451. 
Tramps,  punishment  of,  481. 
Translators,  trade  of,  304. 
Transportation  of  felons,  432,  434, 

455,  494. 
Travelling,  expenses,  16,  63,  80,  91, 

302,  3.59;  s.low  rate  of,  302,  34(i, 

426. 
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Trolawny,    Bishop,    428,   429,   440, 

444,  450,  452,  454;   Colouel,  487, 

452. 
Trumpeters,  citj',  3G5,  490. 
Turki'3'  trade,  see  Levant  Co. 
Turkish   pirates,  68,  81,  91,  105,  136, 

B6.S,  373,  421. 
Tylev,   Jos.,    396 ;  Thos.,   418,  429, 

433. 
Tj'uJall,  Onesiphorus,  415. 


Vagrancy,  treatmeut  of,  13,  481 ; 
prevalence  of,  475. 

Vane,  Sir  H.,  High  Steward,  232, 
283,  285. 

Vickris,  liichard,  52,  184,  208,  231  ; 
Eobert,272, 310,311,321 ;  Richard, 
condemned  to  death,  4()8. 

Virginia  Company,  27  ;  trade,  334, 
345-6,  428. 

Visitors,  di.stinguished  :  Charles  1., 
183;  Cliarles  II.,  194,  234,  319; 
James  II.,  319,  442,  445  ;  William 
III. ,459  ;  Queens — Anne,  48 ;  Hen- 
rietta,  191;  Catherine,  319,  380; 
Mary  of  Modena,  44(i.  Oliver 
Cromwell,  225;  liichard  Cro)n- 
well,280;  Duke  of  Ormond,  331, 
374  ;  Marquis  of  "Worcestta-,  Duke 
of  Beaufort,'  3l)G,  405,  412,  429, 
451;  Duchess  of  Monmouth,  349  ; 
Earl  of  Arundel,  70,  115  ;  Arch- 
bishop Laud,  127 ;  Archbishop 
Ilarsnett,  111  ;  Earl  of  Denbigh, 
93 ;  Earl  of  Shi-ewsliury,  451  ; 
Countess  of  Casthmmiuc,  3()7  ;  M. 
Kawdon,  338  ;  John  E.velyn,  250  ; 
Sam.  IVpvs,  ;}-18  ;  AVilliam  P<'nn, 
105,  475;'Oe-M-ge  Fox,  259,  351; 
Pa[)al  Nuncio,  445;  M.  Jcjrevin, 
359  ;  Sir  Henry  Vane,  232  ;  Sir 
John  Guest,  451;  Norwich  tour- 
ists, 129. 

Volunteers,  Bristol,  93,  129,  383, 
39(i. 


Waile,  Nathaniel,  398,  418,  429,  432, 

433,  447-8,  450,  480. 
Wages,  rate  of,  2,  125,  346. 
Waits,  the  city,  35,  70,  219,  441. 
AValler,  Sir  AVilliam,  177,  HHi. 
Wallis,     Ezekiel,      182,     207,    215; 

Oliver,  232  ;  Sam.,  480,  482,  483. 
Walls,  the  old  city,  237,  27(5,   359, 

3()7,  474  ;  see  Fortifications. 
War,     Avith     Sjiain,    91,    98,    109; 

France,    95,_  98,    100,    1U9,    338; 


Holland,  241,  334,  837,  343;  see 
Civil  War;  losses  to  connnerce, 
95,  101,  222,  334,  345(-).  >See  Pri- 
vateers. 

Warner  appointed,  218. 

Warren,  Matthew,  134. 

Washing  places,  public,  336. 

Washington's  breach,  178,  199. 

Watcliing  regulations,  77,  248,  263, 
344,  36(i,  384,  395. 

Water  Company  formed,  468. 

Water  Fort,  lOi,  17(i,  201. 

Water  su];ply,  see  Conduits;  foul- 
ness of,  289,  396. 

Watta'ford,  Corporation  of,  71. 

Weavers'  Company,  17,  40. 

Weeks,  Eev.  John,  364,  370. 

Westbury  bui'ned  by  linpert,  197. 

West    India    trade,   334,   350,   428, 

484  ;  white  slaves  for,  223,  254, 
432,  434,  436,  491;  negroes,   475, 

485  ;  niails  from,  487. 

West(>'.i,  Lord  (Earl  of  Portland), 
Hi-fi   Steward,  114,  116,123,131. 

Weston,  North,  jjurchased,  35,  138. 

Wharfage  tlues  imposed,  28  ;  leased, 
306,  438. 

Wliipping,  punishment  by,  270-1, 
3()5,  48(i. 

White,  Dr.  Thomas,  his  almslKJUsc. 
and  charities,  47,  219;  George, 
126:  Sir  Thomas,  220. 

Whitehall  workhouse,'  480. 

AVhitelock,  Bulsti-odc,  106,  235,  245. 

White  Lodges,  464. 

Wliitson,  John,  M.P.,  5,  19,  20,  23, 
58,  63,  76,  89,  94  ;  his  boldness  in 
Parliament,  53  ;  attemjjted  mur- 
der, Wi;  death,  funeral,  and 
memoir,  102;  his  charit3' school, 
101,  131,  2(52  ;  Chrisl'V)pher,  118. 
,  Whitsun  Court,  351. 

William  III.,  letter  to  the  Mayor, 
451;  proclaimed,  453  ;  in  Bristol, 
459;  j)icture  of,  4()4 ;  assa.ssiua- 
tion  jjlot,  482. 

Willoughby,  John,  310,  312,  33.5. 

Windmill  Fort,  162,  176.    *S'ee  Royal 

■   Fort. 

Windmills,  92,  1G2,  264. 

Wine,  pr(!sents  of,  nee  Corporation  ; 
price  of,  94,  123,  375,  444;  jjrisage 
of,  36,  87,  97,  135,  376,  491 ;  see 
Purveyance;  illegal  duties  levied, 
m,  85,  89,  107,  142,  152  ;  licenses, 
272. 

"Winter,  Sir  John,  187. 

Witchcraft,  executions  for,  91. 

Wood  fuel,  29,  248. 

L  L 
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Worcester,  battle  of,  233.  |   Wye,  uavigation  of  the,  2(>1. 

Worcester,    Marquis    of,    304,    373, 

383,  387,  392,  306 ;    splendour  of  i 

his  house,  398 ;  entertained,  3G6,       Yate,   Eobert,   223  ;    Robert,   M.P., 

405,412;   creatti'd  Dnke  of  Beau-  !       453,  450,  472,  473,  482,  488  (-) 

fort,416;  419,  420,  420-9,  430,  437,  I    Yeanians,  Eoln-rt,  149,  150,  105  ;  his 
439,450,451,459;  his   son  enter-  plot   and  execution,  17(K5 ;  (Sir) 

tained,  424.  Eobert,   247,   313,   320,   321,   354, 

Wriglit,  Bishop,  8-1,  110,  124.  350,  372,  391  ;  Eichard,  298. 


Butler  i  Taiinci-,  Tho  Selwood  rnntiii;,'  \Vurk.>^,  i.'romo,  i-.iid  Loudon. 
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